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TO 
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SPECIMENS OE THE TWO CHIEF 

MOVEABLE PROLOGUES IN THE CANTERBURY TALES 

WHEN THEY ARE MOVED PROM THEIR RIGHT PLACES, 



AND OF SOME OF THE SUBSTITUTES FOR THEM. 



I. Specimens of the Man of Law's End-Linh, the real Shipman's Prologue, when moved 
from its right place, 

n. Specimens of the Spurious Prologue to the Shipman's Tale. 

III. Specimens of the Squires End-Link (which should head the Franklin's Tale), when the 
Franklin's Tale is moved from its right place, and the Squire's End-Link is used as 
the Merchant's Prologue. 

TV. Specimens of the False Prologues to the Franklin's Tale when it is moved from its right 
place after the Squire's Tale. 



2 MAN OP law's end-link, REAL SHIPMAN'S PEOLOGCB. 



3 MAN OF law's end-link, BBAL SHIPMAN'S PROLOGUE. 



SPECIMENS OF THE 



MAN OF LAW'S END-LINK, 

THE KEAL 

SHIPMAN'S PEOLOaUE, 

which should come between the Tales of the Man of Law and 
the Shipmao, though only one MS (the Arch. Seld. B. 14, 
in the Bodleian Library) makes it do so. This Link (or 
Prologue) is left out of the Ellesmere and other edited MSS. 
In all the other MSS that I have examined, and iu which 
this Link occurs (except Hatton 1, wherein it follows the 
Cook's Tale), it keeps its right place as a hook at the 
end of the Man of Law's Tale, and (mistakenly) hooks on 
the Squire's Tale to it (being used for the Squire's 
Prologue ^), except in the Harl. 7334 — and, I suppose, the 
MSS of its type, if any, — where it hooks into nothing, but 
the Wife of Bath's Prologue is jammed up to it. This Link 
is (to the best of my belief) in no other MS except those 
that follow, in the British Museum, at Cambridge, or at 
Oxford, but I have not examined the Christchurch MS. 

The reader will notice (with Mr Bradshaw), that for 1. 14 of 
most of the MSS, ' for we shul han a predicacion,' the four 
MSS, Hatton 1, Rawl. Poet. 141, 149, Eoyal 17 D sv, 
substitute what we must take as an alternative line 13, 
' Though ye stynte on fis grene here adoun ' ; for the 
copier of Harl. 7334 has left this line 13 blank, as if he had 
been in doubt as to which of the alternative lines above he 
should write. But, taking adoun to be part of the verb, and 
not of the adverb here, I hold that ' stynte adoun ' in the 
substituted line, is not Chaucer's phrase. 'Stop down' will 
not do for 'light down.'^ ' Sterte doun,' sprang or jumpt 
down, occurs in the Knighfs Tak, A. 954, but would not 
suit the leisurely dismounting at a green to hear a tale. 
Harl. 7334 omits the last 5 lines of the Link. 

The extracts from the British Museum MSS have been read 
with the originals by Mr E. Brock ; from the Bodleian by 
Mr G. Parker ; the Cambridge University by Mr H. Brad- 
shaw ; the Trin. Coll. Camb. by Mr W. Aldis Wright ; the 
Lichfield by the Rev. J, Gr. Lonsdale. 

' In the Rawl. Misc. 1133, the word " Sompnour " is wrongly written for 
•■ Sqnier." 

^ Compare the Tiston of Piers PUneman, IL 532, L 11498, 

" He lighie a-dow» of lyard * And ladde hym m his handed 
And to the wye he wonts Hise woundes to biholde." 
And ' l>e monkes lijtiii uojt aiuiu'— Land ofCokaygne, 1. 131. 

ii* 



Arch. Seld. B. 14. 

Here endith the man of lawe his tale. And // next 
folwith the Shipman his prolog. 

A Vre Ost vppon his stiropes / stood anoon 

^ and seide good men herkenetfi euerychoon 

this was a thrifty tale / for the nonys 

Sir parisshe preste quod, he / for godis bonys 4 

telle vs a tale / as was thi forward yore 

I se wel / that ye lernede men in lore 

can meche good / bi godis dignite 

the p««-son him answerde / henedicite 8 

What eyletfe the man / so synfully to swere 

oure Ost answerde / lankyn he ye there 

I smelle a lollere in the wynde qMod he 

Howe goodmen qwod oure Ost / herkeneth me 12 

a-bide for godis digne passion 

•for we shid. han / a predicacion 

this lollere here / wol p?'echen vs somwhat 

nay bi godis soule / that shal he nat 16 

Seide the Shipman / here shal he not p?-eche 

he shal no gospel glosen here / ne teche 

We leuen aUe / in the grete god qwod he 

He wolde sowen / som difficulte 20 

or sprengen Cokkel / in oure clene corn 

and therfore Ost / I wame the bifom 

my ioly body / shal a tale telle 

and I shal clynkyn yow / so mery a belle 24 

that I shal wakyn / al this companye 

but it shal not ben / of Plulosophie 

ne phislyas / ne termes queynte of lawe 

ther is but litil latyn / m my mawe 28 

Here endith the Shipman his prolog. And next fol- 
wyng he bigynneth his tale &c. 



Harleian MS 7334, leaf 86. 

[Joined on to tlie Man of Law's Tale.] . 

Aur" Osf vppon his styrops stood anoon 

^ And seyde good mew herkneth euerychoon 

This was a frifty tale for fe noones 

Sir parissh presf quod he for goddes boones 4 

Tel onf a tale / as was pj forward 3ore 

I see wel Jjat ^e lered men in lore 

Can moche good by goddes dignete 

The person him answerde hennlieite 8 

"Whaf eyle]) fe man so synfully to swere 

Our Osf answerd. lankyn be 30 fere 

I smel a loller m fe wynd qMod he 

Now good mew qiiod our Oste / herkneji me 12 

[. .... Blank line in the MS] 

ffor we schul haue a predicacion 

This loller wolde prechen ts heer som what / 

Nay by my fader soule Jiaf schal he naf 16 

Sayde the sompnour he schal heer naujf preche 

He schal no gospel preche her" ne teche ocaf 86, back] 

We leuyn aft in fe grete god quod he 

He wolde schewen som difficulte 20 

Or springen cokkU in our clene corn 

And Jierfor osf I wame f e byforn 

My ioly body schal a tale telle 23 

IT Here endith fe man of lawe his tale. 
IT Here bygynneth the prologe of the wyf of Bathe. 



MAS OF law's end-link j REAL SHIPMAN'S PROLOG UE. 4 



MAN OP law's end-link, REAL SHIPMAN'S PROLOGUE. 5 



MAN OF law's end-link, HEAL SHIPMAN'S PKOLOGnE. (j 



Corpus (Oxford) MS, leaf 90. 
And kepe vs alle ]jaf ben in j)is pkce / Explicif 
\Tlie Squire's Prologue.] 

0^vre oostf vpon his stiropes stood anoon 
And seyde goode men herkenej) euerych on 
This was a thrifty tale for fe nones 
Sire parissche prest qwod he for goddes boones 
Telle TS a tale as was Jii forward yore 
I se wel paf ye lerned men in loore 
Can moche good by goddes dignete / 
The person him answerde benedicite 
What eylejj ])e man so synfuUy to swere / 
Oure ost" answerde . lanekyn be ye pero 
I smelle a loUere in fe wynd quod he 
how goode men quod oure hosf herkenejj me 
AbydeJ) for goddes digne passion 
ifor we schal han a predicacion 
This lollere heer wil prechen vs som what 
JTay by my fader soule Jiat" schal he nat 
Seyde pe Esquier heer schal he nat preche 
He schal no gospel glosen here ne teehe 
he leuej) alle in pe grete god he 
he wolde sowen som difficulte 
Or sprmgen Cokkel in oure clone com 
And Jjerfore oost* I wame ))6 bifom 
My loly body schal a tale telle 
And I schal clynken jou so mery a beUe 
That I schal waken al Jjis compaignie 
But" it schal not* ben of" philosophie 
If e Phislyas ne termes quemte of" la wo 
Ther is but* litel latyn in my mawe 

[The Squire's Tale.] 
A T Sarray in pe land of" Tartarye 

Ther dwelf a King* Jiat" werreyed Eussye 
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24 
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Sloane MS 1685, leaf 78. 
[After the Man of Law's Tdle^ 
Here begynnethe pe proloog' of ])e Squyer 

Aure Oste vppon hys styrroppys stode a-none 

^ And sayd gode men herknytli euereychon 

Thys was a thryfty tale for J)e nones 

Sir parysshe presf qwod he for goddes bones 

Telle Ts a tale as was ])i forwareJ yore 

I see wele fat ye lernyd men in lore 

Can moche gode by goddes dignyte 

The person hym answericJ benedicite 

What aylithe pe man so synfuUy to swere 

Oure Ost answeryd o lankyn be ye fere 

I smylle a loUere In fe wynde qwod he 

Howe godemen qMod oure Ost herkenyth to me 

A-bidith for goddys digne passyon 

ffor we shaUe haue a predicacion 

Thys loUere here wille preche some what 

If ay by my fader soule fat shaft he not 

Seyde fe Squyere here shal he not preche 

He shalle no gospel glosen here nor teche 

He lynythe alle in fe grete godhe {sw) 

He wolde sowen som difficulte 

Or sprynge Cokkytt in cure clene come 

And ferfore ofte I wame fe byfom 

By loly body shalle a tale telle 

And I shalle blenken you so mery a belle 

That I shalle waken alle fis companye 

But it shal not be of phylo[so]phye 

Ne phiUyas ne termes queynte of lawe 

Ther ys but lytelle latyn in my mawe 

Here endith fe proloog* 
Here bygynneth fe tale 
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16 



20 



24 



28 



Barlow MS 20. 

Here endith f e tale of fe man of law 

And here bygnny[th] fe prolog of fe squyer 

AWre Ost vpon his stiropes stood a-non 

^ And saide godemen herkenyth euerychon 

This was a thriffci tale for fe nones 

Sir parisshe prest quod he for goddes bones 

Telle vs a tale as was fi forward jore 

I se weUe fat je lerned men in lore 

Con mnche good by goddis dignite 

The person hym vnswarid benedicite 

What eyHth the man so synfuHy to swere 

Owre Ost vnswarid lankyn be 30 there 

I smelle a loUer in the wynd quod he 

How godmen quod owre Ost herkenyth me 

A-bidith for goddis digne passion 

For we shal haue a predicacion 

This loller here wil prechen vs su??i-what 

Nay by fader sawle fat shal he nat 

Seide f e Squyer here shal he not preche 

He shal no gospel glosen her ne teche 

He lyuyth alle in f e grete god he 

He wold showen som difficulte 

Or spryngen Cokkel in owre clene Come 

And therfore Ost I warne the byfome 

My loly body shal a tale telle 

And I shal klynken 30W so mery a beUe 

That I shal waken al f is compaigne 

But it shal not ben of philosophie 

Ne philyas ne termes of lawe 

Ther is but litul latyn in my mawe . 

Here endith f e prolog of f e Squyers // tale. 
And here bygynnj^th f ° tale. 
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7 MAN OP lAW's END-LINK, REAL SHIPMAN's PEOLOaUB. 



8 MAN OP law's end-link, eeal shipman's prologue. 



9 MAN OP law's end-link, REAL SHIPMAN's PROLOGUE. 



Lansdowne MS 851, leaf 79. 

Explicif fabula legis pez-iti. 
Incipif prologns Armigeri. 

OWre Osf vpon Hs stereps stode anone 
And seide goode mon herkenej) euerychone 
This was a Jirefty tale for fe nones 
Sir panche preste quod he for goddes hones 
Tel vs a tale as was J)l forward jore 
.L se welee Jjaf je lemed men in lore 
Can muchel goode he goddes dignite 
The person him anseward benedicite 
What* eyley fe man so sinfuly to swere 
Owr oste anseward lankin he je Jjere 
.L smel a loller in fe wynde qmd he 
How good men quod oure oste herkenef me 
Abide)) for goddes deyne passione 
ffor we schal haue a predicacione 
This loUer wift prechen her sumwhaf 
Nay be my fader sowle Jjaf sal he naf 
Seid fe swyere her schal he noiihf preche 
He schal no gospel glosen here ne teche 
He leuej) al in fe grete god he 
He wolde sowen sum diificulte 
Or sprengen cokel in oure clene come 
And jjar-for oste .1. wame fe befome 
Mi loly body . schal a tale tett 
And .1. schal klynken 30W so mery a belt 
JJaf .L schal waken al f is compaignie 
Bof if schal not bien of* philosophie 
Ne fisleas ne tumies queywte of" lawe 
There is bof litel latine in my mawe 

Explicif prologus. Incipif fabula. 



Royal MS 8 CiL leaf 82. 
[After the Man of Law's Tale.] 

The prolog of the squyers tale 

AWre oost vp on his stiropes stood a-non 

^ And saide godemen herkeneth euenchon 

This was a thrifty tale for ]je nones 
4 Sire parisshe preest qmd he for goddes bones 4 

Telle Ts a tale as was thi forward yore 

I se wel that ye lemede men in lore 

Can moche good by goddes dignete 
■8 The person him Answered benedicite 8 

What eyleth the man so synfuUy to swere 

Owre ooste answerd lanekyn be ye there 

I smelle a loUere in the wynde quod he 
12 How goodmen qwod owre oost herkeneth me 12 

A-bideth for godius digne passioun 

ffor we shal haue a predicaeioun 

This lollere here wil prechen vs som what 
16 Nay by my fader sowle that shal he nat 16 

Seide pe sqmer here shal he nat preche 

He shal no gospel glosen here no teche 

He leueJ) alle in the grete god he 
20 He wolde sowen som difficulte 20 

Or sprmgen Cokkel in owre clene corn 

And ther-fore boost y wame fe byforn 

Mi loly body shal a tale telle 
24 And I shal klynken yow so mery A beUe 24 

That I shal waken al this compaignye 

But it shal not ben of philosophie 

Ne phislyas ne termes queyntc of lawe 
28 Ther is but litel latyn in my mawe 28 

Here endjrth the the prolog // And begynneth the tale. 



Harleian 1758, leaf 67, hack. 
Here endith the Man of lawe. 
Here begynneth the Prolog of the Squyers tale. 

Aur oost rp on his stiropes stood a-non . 

^ And seide good men herkeneth euerychon . 

This was a thrift! tale for the nones . 

Sir parische preest quod he for goddis bones . 

Teft vs a tale as was thi forwarde yore . 

I se weft that ye lemed men in lore . 

Can moche good bi goddis dignyte . 

The Person hym answerde benedicite . 

What eileth the man so synfully to swere . 

Our oost answerid lanekyn be ye there . 

I smeUe a loller in the wynde c^d he . 

How good men quod our Ost herkeneth me . 

A-bideth for goddis digne passioun. 

ffor we schatt haue a predicacioun . 

This loller here wift prechen vs som what. 

Nay be my fadir soule that schatt he nat . 

Seide the Squyer here schatt he not preche . 

He schatt no gospett glosen here ne teche . 

We leueth att m the grete god he . 

He wolde sowen som difficulte . 

Or spryngen cockeft in our clene com . 

And therfore Ost I wame the bi-forn. 

Mi loly body schatt a tale telle . 

And I schatt klynken yow so mery a belle . 

That I schatt waken att this companye . 

But it schatt not ben of Philosophie . 

Ne speke no termes queynte of lawe . 

Ther is but litett latyn m my mawe . 

Here endith the Prolog', and begynneth the tale. 
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MAX OF law's ESTD-LINK, EEAL SHIPMAN's PROLOGUE. 10 

Lielifidd MS. 

Here endeth fe tale of J)e man of lawe 
Here begyimetli prologe of the Squier 

O-sv-re host vpon his stiropes stood anoon 
And seide goode men herkeneth euerychon 
This was a thrifty tale for the nones 
Sir parissh preest q«wd he for goddes bones 4 

Telle vs a tale as was fi forward jore 
I se wel that ^e lemed men m lore 
Konne moche good by goddes dignite 
The person hym answerde benedicite 8 

What eyleth fe man so synfully to swere 
Oure host answerde lankjm be je there 
I smelle a loUer in the wynd qwod he 
How goode men qMod oure host herkeneth me 12 

Abideth for goddes digne passion 
For we shal have a predication 
This loller here -nrol prechen vs somwhat 
Xay by my fader soule that shal he nat 16 

Saide the Squyer here shal he not preche 
He shal no gospel glosen here ne teche 
We leeuen alle in. the grete god quod he 
He wolde sowe som difiSculte 20 

Or spnngen cokkel in oure clene com 
And therfore Hoost I wame the biforn 
My loly body shal a tale telle 

And y shal clinlien 30W so mery a belle 24 

That y shal waken al J)is companie 
But it shal be of no philosophie 
Jfe phislyas ne tfirmes queynte of lawe 
Ther is but litel latyn ia my mawe 28 

Explicit p?-ologns. 
Here begynneth the Sq^niers tale. 



MAN OF law's end-link, REAL SHIPMAN's PROLOGUE. 11 

Harleian MS 7333, leaf 65, lack, col. 1. 

Here Endithe the man of lawes tale / 

Avre hoste on his stiropis stode A-non 

^ AncJ seithe goodemen harkenithe euerychon 

Jjis was a Tryfty tale for the nonis 

Sir parishe prest quo(J he for goddis bonys 4 

Tel vs a tale as was thi forewarcJ yore 

I See weft that lermeJ men ia lore 

Can muche goode by goddis dignitee 

The parson him. Aunswerde benedicite 8 

What Eylithe the man so synfuUy to swere 

Oure hoost Aunswerde Oo lankyn be ye there 

I smel A lollere in the wynde (]uod: he 

JSTow good! men quo(J oure hooste herkenithe me 12 

'Abyde for goddis digne passion 

fibr we shaft have A predicacioufl 

])is loUer wolle preche vs here so sumwhat 

Ifay be my fadre sowle that shaft he nowte 1 6 

Seyde the Squiere shaft he not here preche 

He shaft no gospeft glose here ne teche 

We be-levithe here Al in grete god! q«od! he 

He wolde shew some difScultee 20 

Or Sprynging kokel m owre Clene Come 

And! ther-fore Eft I warne the be-forne 

My loly body shaft A tale telle 

An^ I Shalle Clynke yowe so mery A beUe 24 

That I shaft waken Aft this Companye 

But it shaft not be no philosophie 

Ke phisilias ne termes queynte of lawe 

Ther is but litift latyne in my mawe 28 

Here beginmthe the Squier his tale / 



MAN OP law's END-LINE, REAL SHIPlfAN'S PEOLOGUE. 12 



Sloane MS 1686, Zea/106, lack. 
* _ 

Here enditg the mannys tale of< Lawe 

And here begynnetfi the Prolog" of" the squier 
AWre Oosf / vpon his stiroppis stood a-noon 
^ And seid good men ./ herkeneth euerichoon 
This was a thrifty tale ./ for the nones . 
Sir ParissB preesf qaod he ./ for goddes bones . 
Telle vs a tale ./ as was thy forward yore . 
I. se weft that ye lemed men ia lore 
Can moche good ./ be goddis dignite 
The Person him answered ./ benedicite 
What" eyleth the man ./ so siafuUy to swere 
Owre oosf answered ./ o. lankyn be ye there 
I. smelle a lollere ./ in the wynde qwod he 
How good men qttod oure Oosf ./ herkeneth me 
A-bideth for goddis digne passion 
ffor we shaft haue ./ A. predicace'ofi 
This lollere here wift prechen vs sumwhaf 
Nay be my fader soule ./ that shaft he not 
Seide the squier ./ here shaft he not preche 
He shaft no gospeft glosen here ./ ne teche 
He leuetB aft ia the grete ./ qwod he 
He wold so wen ./ som difficulte 
Or sprinken cokkil ./ in oure clene come 
And therfor Oosf ./ I. warne the be-fome 
My ioly body ./ shaft a tale telle 
And I shaft clynken you ./ so mery a belle 
That I shaft waken ./ aUe this companye 
But it shaft nof ben ./ of" philosophie 
N e PhUias ne termes ./ queynt of* lawe 
I. haue but litle latyn ./ ia my mawe 

Here endith the Prolog of* ]>« squier 
And here begynneth his tale folowyng< 



Deaf 107] 
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13 MAN OP law's end-link, REAL SHIPMAN'S PROLOGUE. 

Laud MS 739, fol. 98 h. 
[After the end offlie Man of Law's Tale, ' And kepe vs alle 
that ben) in this place,' follows -l 

fVwie oost vppon his strropes stoode anon 

" And seid goode men herkeneth euerychon 

This was a thrifty tale . for the nones 

Sir parissh prest quod he . for goddes bones i 

Telle vs a tale . as was thi forward yore, 

I see wele . that ^e lemed mefl in lore . 

Can moche goode by goddes dignite. 

The parson hym ansnerde benedicite . 8 

What eileth the man so synfully to swere . 

Onre ooste ansuerd lankyn . be je there . 

I smelle a lollard in the wynde . quod he . 

How goode men quod onre ooste herkeneth me, 12 

Abideth for goddes digne . passione . 

For we shaft haue . a predicacione . ffoi. m 

This loller here . witt prechen vs somewhat 

N^ay by my fader soule . that shaft he nat 16 

Seid the squier here shaft he not preehe 

He shaft no gospett glosen here ne teche . 

He lived aft in the grete god he . 

He wolde sowen) some difficulte 20 

Or spryngei^ cokkel in cure . clene come . 

And therfore oost I weme the beforne 

My ioly body shaft a tale telle 

And I shaft clenken 30W so mery a belle . 24 

That I shaft waken) aft this companye . 

But hit shaft not ben) of philo[so]phie . 

Ne phislays ne termes qneynte of lawe . 

Ther is bnt litel latyn in my mawe . 28 

[TJie Squire's Tale foTloies.} 



11: MAN OP LAW'S END-LINK, REAL SHIPMAN's PROLOGUE. 

RawLMSMisc. 1133. 
Here endeth the tale of the man of lawe 
And here beginneth the Prolog of the Squier. 

Aure oost vpon his stiropes stood anon . 

" And seide gode men herkeneth euerichon 

This was a thrifty tale for the nones 

Sir parissh prest for goddes bones 4 

Telle us a tale as was thi forward yoie 

I see wel that the lerned men in lore 

Can moche gode be goddes dignite 

The person him answerid Benedicite 8 

What eileth the man so sinfully to swere 

Oure oost answerid . o lankyn be ye there 

lismelle {sic) a loller in the wynd quod he 

N"ow gode men qwod oure oost herkene me 12 

Abideth for goddis digne passion 

For we shul han a predicacioii 

This loller here wol prechen us somwhat 

!N"ay be my fader soule that shal he not 1 6 

Seide the sompnowr ^ here shal he noujt preehe thoMS'a"pr5 

He shall no gospel glose here ne teche slme'siide] 

We leuen alle m the grete god quod he 

He wolde sowen some difiSculte 20 

Or springe cokkiU in oure clene come 

And therfor oost I wame the beforne 

My Ioly body shall a tale telle 

And I shall clynken you so mery a beUe 24 

That it shaU waken all this company 

But it shal not ben of Philosophie 

Ne PhisHias ne termes of queynt law 

Ther is but litill latyn in my mawe. 28 

Here endith the Prolog of the Squier. 
And here beginneth his tale folwing. 



15 MAN OP law's END-LINK. HEAL SmPMAN's PROLOGUE. 

Hattmi MS 1. 
Here endeth \e Cokes tale of )e prentise of london 
And next bigynneth fe prolog be-for f e sqniers tale 

Aure hoste vpon his stirop stode Anone 

^ And seid good men herkeneth eue?y-chone 

This was a tristi tale for fe nones 

Sir parissK prest quod he bi goddes bones 4 

Tel Ts a tale as was ])i forward yore 

I se wel Jjat ye lerned men in lore 

Can moche gode bi goddes dignite 

The prest him answhered .ey benedicite 8 

What eileth fe man so sinfulli to swere 

Oure oste answered ey lankyn be ye pere 

I smel a lollard in J)e wynde quod he 

Now gode men quod oure host herkeneth me 12 

A-bideth for goddis digne passion 

Though ye stinte on ])is grene here a-down 

This loller wol preehe here som-what 

Nay be my fader soule pat shal he not 16 

Seid pis squiere he shal not here preehe 

He shal no gospett glose here ne teche 

We bUeue al in pe grete god quod he 

He wold sawe some dif[ic]ulte 20 

Or spring CoHtt in oure clene come 

And there-fore host I weme pe be-fome 

Mi Ioly body shal a tale tett 

And I shal clynk yow so meri a beft 24 

But it shal not be of phUosophi 

Ne of Arte ne of Astrologi 

Ne phisik ne termes queynt of lawe 

There is but litul latyn in my mawe . 28 

Here endeth pe prolog of pe sqniers tale / And next 
bigy%nepe pe sqniers tale of pe horse of Brasse. 



VI 



i* 



MAN OP law's end-link, EEAL SHffMAN'S PEOLOGUE. 16 



MAN OP law's end-link, REAL SHIPMAN'S PROLOG tTE. 17 



MAN OF law's end-link, REAL SHIPMAN's PROLOGUE. iO- 



MS Trin, Coll. Cmnbr. B. 3. 15. 

Here endeth the man of lawes tale 

And 1)eg]nuietli the Sqniers prologe 

/^VE hoste in his stireppis stonditB anon 
" And seide good men herkenetfc eueryolion 
Tliis was a thrifty tale for the nones 
Sir parish prist quod he for goddis bonys 
Tel vs a tale as was thy forwar(5 yore 
I se weUe that lemed men in lore 
Con moehe good he goddis dignite 
The person hym answer(J benedicite 
What eHetS the man so synfuUy to swere 
Oar hoste answertJ lankyn be ye there 
I smeUe a loller in the wynde quod he 
Ijfowe goo(J men quod oure host herkeneth me 
Abideth for goddis digne passioun 
For we shalle haue nowe a predicacioun 
This loller woUe preche vs here somwhate 
S^ay be my fadir soule that shalbe not 
Seide the Squyer he shahrat ' here preche 
He shaUe no gospel glose here ne teche 
"We leue aUe in the grete god quod he 
He wold sowe som difficulte 
Or sprynge cokille in oure clone come 
And therfore boost I warne the befome 
My ioly body shalle a tale telle 
And I shaulle clynke you so mery abeUe 
That hit shaUe waken alle this compeny 
But hit shalle not be of philosophy 
Ne of phisik* ne termes queynt of lawe 
There is but litil latyn in my mawe. 

Here begynneth the Squyers tale. 



12 
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' I think the vowel in nat is an a, but am not quite certain. — 
W. A. W. 



MS li. 3. 26, in the Cambridge Uiiie. Lihr. leaf 76. 
{End of tlbe Man of Lavjs tale.) 

And kepe ts alt that ben in this place ^ Amen./ 
IT Incipit prologus Armigeri /. 
Aure hoste rppon his styrropes stode anoone 
^ And seide good men heEkenjrth eue^ychone 
This was a thryfty tale for the nones 
Sir paresshe preste qwcwS he for goddis bones 
Telle vs a tale as was thy forwards lang ore 
I se wele that ye lymed men in lore 
Conne myche good by goddis deynte 
The persone hym answerde benedicite 
What aylleth the so synfully to swere 
Oure hoste answeryd lankyn be thy chere 
I smelle a lollere in the wynde quo& he 
Howe good men herkenyth me qzco& oure hoste 
Abide for goddis deigne passion 
ffor we shaft haue a predicacion 
This loller wil preche vs some what 
If ay be my ffader soule that shaft he not 
Saide the squier here shaft he nought preche 
He shaft no gospeft glose here ne teche 
He leueth aft in the grete god he 
He wolde sowe some defficulte 
Or spift Cokhift in oure clene come 
And therfore hoste I warne the be forne 
My Ioly body shaft a tale telle 
And I shaft Clynke you so mery a beUe 
That I shaft wake aft this company 
But it shaft nought be of phylosophj'-e 
Be physlyas ne termes queynt of lawe 
There is but liteft latyn in my mawe 

IT Here be gynneth the ) 
Sqtiiers Tale ) 



Rawl. MS Poet. Ul, leaf 4:7, hack. 
J, {End of the Man of Law's tale.) 

And kepe vs aUe that ben in this place. 

Here bigynneth the squyers tale. 

/\Vre ost vpon his styrop styrt anon 

^ And seyde good men herkeneth euerychon . 

This was a thryfty tale for the nones 

4 Sire paryssfi prest qwod he for godes bones . 

Telle vs a tale as was thi foreward yore 

I se weft that this lerned men in lore . 

Con moche good bi godes dynyte 

8 The person onswered benedicite . 

What eyleth this man so synfully to swere 

Oure ost onswered o lankyn bi y[e pere] 

IT !N"ow gode men q«od oure ost herkeneth me 

12 I smylle a lollard in the wynde qieod he . 
Abyde for godes dygne passyouw 
Thaugh ye stynte on this grene here adoun .. 
This loUard wol preche vs som-what 

16 Ifay bi my fader soule that shaft he nat . 
Seyde the squyer here shaft he not preche 
He shaft no gospell? here glose ne teche . 
We leuen aUe m the grete god qwod he 

20 He wolde shewe som dyfficulte . 

Or spiyngen cockuft in oure clene come 
And ther-fore ost I warne the bi-fome . 
Mi Ioly body shaft I a tale teft 

24 And I shaft clynken you so mery a beft 
But-hit shaft not ben of phylosophye 
Ne ars metryk ne of theologye 
Ne physik ne termes queynte of lawe 

28 Ther is but lytett latyn m my mawe . 
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19 MAN OF law's end-link, EEAL SHIPMAN'S PEOLOG0K 



20 MAN OF law's end-link, KEAL SHIPMAN'S PROLOGUE. 



21 MAN OF law's end-link, REAL SHIPMAN's PROLOGUE.. 



Royal MS 17 D xv, leaf 95, hack. 

Here enditH the tale of" the mane of" lawe 
And begynnytlie the prdoge of* the squyre 

OWer* Oste vppon) his styropes stode anofie 
And sayde gode Men) harkene|)e eueryohone 
This was A thryfFtye tale ffoi' the nones 
Sir" parrysche preeste qwod he iFoi* goddes bones 4 

Telle Ts A tale as was thy fforwarde yore 
I se wette fat the lemede Men) in lore 
Canne moche gode by goddes dygnyte 
The person) hym) Aunswerede A sir benedicite 8 

Whatte eylethe the Mafi so synnefidlye to swere 
Ower* Oste Aunswerede lanken) be ye there 
I smefte A lofter" in the wynde quod, he 
]!fow gode Men) quod owei* Oste haikenepe me 12 

Abydethe for* goddes dygne passyoun) 
TheygBe ye stynte on) this grene here Adowne 
This lofter" woite prechen) here to vs somewhatte 
ITaye by my ffadef sowle that schatt he noughts 16 

Sayde the sompnouf he schatte notte preche 
He schafi' no gospefte glose here ne teche [Uafse] 

"We leuen) aft in the grete god quod he 
He wolde sowne some difl5culte 20 

Oper spryngen) Cockeite in ower* elene come 
And ferfore Oste I wame the bifome 
My lolye bodye schaft A tale tefte 

And I schaft clynken) you' so merye A bette 24 

Butte hitf schaft noughts bene of phiftosophie 
'Ne of" Art ne of" Astrologie 
Ne fyslias ne termes qweynte ofi lawe 
There nys butte litufte latyne in my Mawe 28 

[Then follows the true Squire's prologue as given hy TyrwMtt.'] 



Bawl. MS Poet. 149. 

here endith the man of lawes tale and 
here begynnith the squiers prolog 

IT Oure hoste vppon) his stiroppe stode anone 

And seide goodemen) herkenetfi eue?ychon) 

this wasse a thrifty tale for })*. nones 

Syre paryssfi prest qwod he be goddes bones 

Tett TS thi tale as was thi foreward! yore 

I se weft fat ye lemed men) in lore 

Can) myche goode by goddis dignite 

IT The preste hym) aunswerd' ey benedicite 

What aylethe y maw so synfully to swere 

Oure hoste aunswerJ ey lankyn) be ye fere 

I smelle a loUere in f ' wynde qtw)d he 

Ifowe goode men) qwod oure hoste herkeneth me 

A-bide for goddys dygne passion) 

Though ye stynte on) f is grene here a-doun) 

f this lollere wift prech here sumwhat 

N&j be my fader sauft fat shaft he not 

Seide f «s squyere he shaft not here preche 

he shaft no gospeft glose' here no teche 

"We beleue aft in f ° grate god q?rod he 

he wolde sawe sumwe dificulte 

Or spring cokift in oure clene corn) 

IT And f erfore hoste I wame the be-forri) 

My loyly body shaft a tale teft 

And I shaft clynke you so mery a beft 

but it shall not be of philosophie 

Ne of arte ne of astrologye 

Ne fysike nor termes queynte of lawe 

There is but litiU laden) in my mawe 

here begynnith the squiers tale. 
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Canib. Univ. lAlr. Mm. 2. 5, leaf 91. 
\End of Man of Law's fafe.] 
EKplicit 
f Here tegynneth f e prologe of f e Squier'. 
Anr" ooste vp on his stiroppes stode onon 
" And saide goodmen herkenetfi euerichon 
This was a thryfty tale for f e nones 
Sir panssh preste q«od he for goddes bones 
Teft us a tale as was f i forwarde ^oi" 
I see wele fat je lemed men in lore 
Can miche goode be goddes Dignitee 
The person hym answerde benedicite 
"What aylleth f e man so synfully to swei" 
Our" ooste answerde lanekyn be ye chei" 
I smeUe a loUer" m f e ivynde q«od he 
Howe / goodmen qwod our" oste herkenetfi me 
AbidetB for goddis digne passion 
ffor we schaft haf a predicacioun 
This loUei" her" wift prechen us somwhat 
Nay be my faders saule fat schal he nat 
Seide f e Squier her" schaft he not preeche 
He schaft no gospeft glosen her" no teche 
He leuytfi alle in f e grete godde / hye 
He wolde sowen some diificulte 
Or sprtngen cokkeft in our* clene come 
And f erfor ooste I wame f e befome 
My loly body schaft o tale teft 
And I schatt clynken ^owe / so mery a belle 
That I schaft waken aft f is companye 
But it scliaft not bene of philosophie 
Ne phisicians termes ne queynte lawe 
Ther is but lititt latyfl in my mawe. 

If Incipit fahnla armigeri 
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[leaf 91, back] 
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MAN OF law's ESfD-IiINK, EEAI. SHIPMAN's PROLOSXIE. 22 



MAN OF law's end-link, REAL SHIPMAN'S PROLOGUE. 23 



Helmingham MS {Paper Sf Vellum: ? 1460 A.D.). 

^ Her enditii the tale of ])e num of lawe 
And here be gyiui3rth a Prologg* 

Our' hoosf on his stiroppis stode Anon) peaf 82] 

And seid' good' men herkenyth everychon) 
This was a thrifty tale for the nonys 
Sir parissh presf quod' he for kokkis hoBj-3 4 

Tel TS a tale as was thy forwar(J jore 
I se wele that lemy<S men) in lore 
Can much good be Goddis dignite 

The peraon) hym' answerd' henedictte 8 

What eylith the man) so synfully to swera 
Our* Hoost" answerd? o lankyn) be yee there 
I smel aloUer in the wyn(J quo(5 he 

Nowe good men quod oui' Hoosf herkenyth me 12 

Abide for Goddis dign) passioun) 
ffor whe shal have apredicacioun) 
.This lollar wol prech vs here som whaf 
Nay be my ffadir soule that* shal he naf 16 

Sei(J the Squier he shal naf here prech 
He Shal no gospel glose here ne tech 
Whe levith al in the grete gocB quod hee 
He wol shewe som' defeculte 20 

Or spring* kokil in ouf clene com 
And therfor hoosf I warn) Je be fom) 
My loly body shal a tale tel 

And I shal clynk" 3ewe so mery a bel 2 1 

That I shal wakyn al this company 
But it shal nat be of" Philosophie 
N e Physilias ne termys queynt in iawe 
There is but Utn laton) in my mawe 28 

Here endith >e Sctuyei* his prolog* 
And hei' heg3maythe he his tale 



Trin. Coll. Catnbr. E. 3. 3, leaf 34, col. 1. 
[The Prologue has a page to itself. The / after s means a flourish to it.] 

|ure oost npon 

his/ stiroppis stoo(5 anon 
And seide gode men herkeneth euerichon 
This/ was/ a thrifti tale for the nones/ 
Sir parissh presf quod he for cokkes/ bones/ 4 

Telle TS a tale as/ was thi forward yore 
I se wel thaf the lerned men in lore 
Can moch be goddes dignite 

The Person him ansuerd Benedicite 8 

Whaf eileth the man so sinfulli to swere 
Oure oost ansuerd' lankyn be ye there 
I smeUe a loUere in the wjmde quod he 
Kow gode men ^uod oure oost noAv listeneth me 
Abideth for goddes/ digne passion 
For we shal haue a predicacion 
Tliis LoUere Here wol prechen ts somwhaf 
Nay be my faders soule thaf shal he naf 
Seid this Squier Mere shal he noujf preche 
He shal no gospett glose Mere ne teche 
We wol beleuen in grete god quod he 
He wold sowen som difficulte 
Or springen cokkitt in ouie clene com 
And therfore oosf I wame the befom 
My b ioli body shal a tale telle 
And I shal clynken you so men a belle 
Thaf if shaft waken att this/ companie 
Buf if shal nout ben of Philosophie 
Ne PMsilias/ ne termes/ of* queinf Iawe 
There is/ buf lititt latyn in my mawe. 

A Prolog of the Squier ended 
And Mere beginneth Ms tale 
folwing. 
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IX* 



II. 



SPECIMENS OF THE 



SPUEIOUS PROLOGUE 



TO THE 



S TALE. 



WHEN THAT TALE IS REMOVED FROM ITS EIGHT PLACE AFTER 

THE MAN OP law's TALE, AND IS PUT AFTER GAMELTN, THE 

pardoner's TALE, OR THE OLERk's TALE. 

The readers of the extracts with the MSS are Mr G. Parker 
for Oxford, Mr D. Hall for Cambridge, and myself for British 
Mus. and Petworth — the latter from my old copy only. 



26 spurious prologue to the SHIPMAN's T.VLE. 

Petworth MS. 
[Tlie ShipmarCs Tale follows Gamelyn, hut v:it7i this Frologue.] 



"VTowe frendes seide our hoost so dere 
-'-^ How likef 3011 by lohfl fe pardonere 
For lie ha]) vnbokeled wel Jje male 
He haj) vs tolde rijt a thrifty tale 
As touching of mysgouemaemce 
I prey to god 3eue hym good chaunche 
As 39 han herd of fise retoujnies fre 
!N"ow gentil Marynere hertely I preye fe 
Telle vs a good tale and fat ri3t anon 
It shal be done by god & by semt lolm 
Seide fis marinere as wel as euer I can 
And ri3t anoon his tale he bygan. 
Marchaunt, &c. 



27 



spurious prologue to the SHIPMAN's TALE. 



12 



A 



X* 



Sloane 1685, leaf 191, back. 

(And as we dyd let / vs lau3e and play 

And a none Jiei kyssed & nden fortfi her way /) 

Here endeth fe tale of fe Pardonere 

Here begynneth pe Prolooge of fe SMpman. 

TTOw frendes sayd oure Oste so dere 
•^-'- Howe lyketh you by lohn fe pardoner 
For he hathe vnbokle(5 wele oure male 
He hatb vs tolde ri3t / a thryfty tale 
As touchynge of mysgouernaunce 
I pray to god 3if' hym goods Chaunce 
And 3e haue herde of fese Eiatours fre 
Nowe gentille marynere I pray pe 
Telle vs a gode tale and fat n3t anone 
Hit shaUe be done be god and be seynt loliii 
Sayd fis Marynere as wele as euere I can 
And n3t a none hys tale he began 

Here endeth fe Prolooge and begynnetS pe tale. 



[leaf 192] 
12 



Royal 18 (7 iL leaf 185, back. 

(And as we dide lete vs lawh and play 

And a noon pei kissed and riden forth her way) 

The prolog of the SMpman. 

"VTOw frendes saide oure oost so dere 

-^' How lyketh 30U by lohn jie pardoner 

ffor he hath vnbokeled wel fe male 

He hath vs told right a thrifty tale 4 

As touching of mysgouernaunce 

I pray to god jeue hym good chaunce 

As 3e haue herde of fise riotoures thre 

How gentil maryner hertly I pray the 8 

Telle vs a good tale and fat right anone 

Hit schal be don by god and by seynt lohn 

Seide fis maryner as wel as euer I can 

And right anone his tale he bygan 12 

Here endith [a blot] And begynneth the tale 

Barlow 20. 

Here endith fe pardoners tale & here bygynnyth fe 
prolog* of fe SMpman. 

"VrOW frendes saide oure ouste so dere 

•^ ' How likith 30W by lohn fe pardoner 

ffor he he hath vnbukled wel f e male 

he hath vs told ri3t a thrifti tale 4 

As touching of mysgouernance 

I pray to god 3eue hym right goode chance 

As 3e haue herd of fise riatoures thre 

If ow gentel maiyner hertly I pray the 8 

Telle vs a gode tale & fat right a-noon 

It shal be don by good & by seyn lohan 

Saide f IS maryner as wel as euer I can 

And right anon his tale he bygan 12 

Here endith f e prolog & here bygynnyth f e tale. 



SPHEIOUS PEOLOGDE TO THE SHIPMAN S TALE. 
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SPUMOUS PROLOGUE TO THE SHIPMAN'S TALE. 
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SPURIOUS PROLOGUE TO THE SHIPMAN S TALE. 
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N 



HaUon MS 1 [4138]. 

Here endeth fe Clerkis tale of Oxenford//And next be- 

ginneth fe Prologi of fe Shipman. 

osT fcendes seid cure ooste so dere 
How liketh. you lii lohan pardonere 
ffor lie hath Tnbokled wele the male 
He hath vs told right a thrifty tale > 4 

As touching of his mysgouernaunce 
I pray to god [g]if him goode chaunce 
As ye haue herd of fies riatours thre 
'Sovf gentH maryner hertly I pray fe 8 

Tel vs a goode tale and fat right A none 
Hit shal he do . hy god and hi seint Ihone 
Seid ])is maryner as wel as I can 
And right A-none his tale he higan 12 

Here endeth fe Prolog of fe SMpmaa / And next higin- 
neth Jje tale of J^e SMpman. 



Cambr. Univ. Libr. MS Mm. 2. 5, leaf 59. 
[Shipman follows Gamelyn.'] 

% Here beginneth ye prologe of ye Shypman. 

lU'o'we frendes saide cure oste so dere 

■'-' Howe liketh jowe hy loBn ye pardonere 

ffor he hathe vnhocled -wele ye male 

He hath us tolde ri3Bfc a thryfty tale 4 

As touchynge of mysgouernance 

I pray to god jiff hym goode chaunce 

As 36 haf herds of yise ryatours thre 

K'owe gentilt maryner hertly I pray ye 8 

Tett us a goode tale and yat rijBf onone 

It schatt be done by god and be seynt lohn 

Seyde yis maryner als wele as euer I can 

And rijht onone his tale he beganne. 12 

IT Here begynneth ye tale. 



Bawl. MS Poet. 149. 

Here endith the pardoners tale and here 

begyimith the shipmans prolog" 

YTOw freendes saide oure ooste so dere 

■^' how likith yow be lohn.the pardonere 

ffor he hathe vnbocled wel the male 

he hath vs tolde right a thrifti tale 

As touchyng of mysgouernaunce 

I prey to god yeve hym good chaunce 

As ye haue herde of thise riatours thre 

!N'ow gentil marynere hertli I prey the 

tel vs a good tale and that right anon 

It shal be done be god and be seynt lofin 

And this marjmere as wel as evir he can 

Eight a-non bis tale he be-gan 

Here begynneth the sMpmans tale of a monke 

and a marchauntes \7if 



prolog shipman 



12 



Laud IZ^, leaf 211. 

\Cliat before Shipman's Tale, and after Pardoner' s.'\ 

"l^ow frendes sayde oure oost so dere 

-'■' How liketh jou by lohan paj-donere 

ffor he hath vnbokeld wele f e male 

He hath bus tolde rijt a thryfty tale 4 

As touching of mys-goue/Tiaunce 

I p?-ay to god jif hym good chaunce 

As 36 haue herd of yise ryotours thre 

STow gentE maryner hertly I pray the 8. 

Telle vs a goode tale . «& fat rijt anone 

Hit shaft be don) by god & by seint lohfl 

Seid this maryner as wele as euer I . can . 

And rijt anone . his tale he bygan 12 

[Follows : A merchant whilom duellyd at seint Denys, &c.] 



Cambr. Univ. Libr. MS li. 3. 26, fea/178. 

Here endeth the Pardoner his tale and here begynneth 
onre hostys wordes and the Shipmans tale. 

Ifowe frendes q«od oure hoste so dere 

Howe liketh you by lohn Pardoner 

ffor he hath vnbokled wele the male 

He hath vs tolde Eight a thryfty tale 4 

As touchmg his mysgouernance 

I pray to God yeve hym good chaunce 

As ye haue herde of thes Eyotoures thre 

Nowe gentyft maryner nowe hertely I pray the 8 

Telle vs a good tale and that right "anoone 

It shaft be do by god and be seynt loSn 

Saide this maryner as wele as I can 

And right anoone his tale be gan. 1 2 

Here begynneth ye tale. 



S2 SQCIEE's END-iINK, BEFORE FKANKLIN's PROLOGUE. 33 SQTJIRe's END-LINK, BEFORE FRANKLIN's PROLOGUE. 



HI 



SPECIMENS OE THE 



SQUIRE'S END-LINK 



(which SHOULD HEAD THE FRANKLIN'S PROLOGUE, AND CON- 
NECT THE squire's and FEANKLIN~'S TALEs), WHES" IT IS USED 
(I) RIGHTLY BEFORE THE FRANKLIN'S TALE, AS IN THE 
HAISTWELL MS, AND LAUD MS 600 ; AND "(II) WRONGLY AS 
THE PROLOGUE TO THE MERCHANT'S TALE, AS IN THE OTHER 
TEN MSS QUOTED FE03I. 



Laud 600 amalgamates this Link with the true Prologue to 
the Franklin's Tale : see No. 33. Seven of the MSS omit 
lines 7 and 8 of this Link. Though the genuineness of these 
lines may be questioned, I number them for the present, in 
order to call attention better to their omission. The Haist- 
well extract is from my copy made last year, and has not been 
re-read with the MS. Mr D. Hall has read the Cambr. Univ. 
MSS with their extracts here. For the rest, see Specimens I. 



(L right me.) Haistwell MS (now Mr Perkins's of 
Chipstead Place, Kent). 

Et sic desinit fabula Armifferi 

P • • -x 1 ^, . . ^ . tN.B. 'Clerk' 

<& incipit pmogus Clenci Oxonie f t"^''i;''i' ., 

In feitfi. Squyer" / fou hast fe wele yquytte 
And gentilly / I preise wele thy witte 
kotB fe ffrankeleyii) / consideryng Jiy youtfiee 
So felyngly Jjou spekest / sii' I the alough fe 4 

As to my dome / fere is none that is here 
Of eUoquence / fat shaft he fy pere 
yf fat fou lyve / god yeve fe gode chaunce 
And in vertue / send' the contynuaunce 8 

ffor of thy speche / I liane grete deynte [iackof leat] 

I haue a son) / and by be Trmitee 
I hade lever / fan .xx.n. worth loncJ 
ThougB it right now / were fatt in myn) hon^ 12 

He were a man / of soeh. discresc?on. 
As fat ye ben) / fye on) possession) 
But yf a man / be vertnous wzt7i-att 
I haue my son) sn[i]bbed! / and yitte shaft 16 

ffor he to vertue / listetfi nat to entende 
But for to pley at dys / and dispende 
And lese aft fat he hatR / is his vsage 
And he hatfi leuei" / talken) wt'tA a page 20 

Than to common) / "vnt/i ony gentle wight / 
where he myght leme / gentilnes aright / 
Strawe for gentilnes / koth oure hoosf 
What ffrankeleyn) / parde sir wele fou wost / 24 

That eccB of you / mot teUen aite leest / 
A tale or two / or breke his heest / 
That knowe I wele sir" / kotR f e ffrankeleyn) 
I pray you hauetfi. me nat / in disdeyn) 28 

ThougB to this man / I speke a word? or two 
Teft oil thy tale without / wordes mo / 
Gladly sir hoost koth he / I woll obeye 
vn to yowr witt / now herkeneth what I seye 32 

I wott you nat contrarie in no wisa 
As fer" fat / aft my wittes wollen suffise 
I pray to god / fat it may plesen) you 
Than wote I wele / fat it is gode ynow. 36 

Hie desinit prologus de ffrankeleyne & 
Incipif) fabula sua de Eokkes de Bretayne 



cii * 



(L right me.) Laud MS 600, leaf 171. 



Here begynnef f e prolog of f e frankeleyn, 

In faif squier f ou hast f e wel I-quytt 
And gentiUi I praise wel f i witt 
Q?/od f e frankeleyn considering f i youf e 
So felyngli f ou spekest sir I alouf e 4 

As to my dome f er is noon fat is here 
Of eloquence shal he f i pere 

no yap in the MS.'] 8 

ffor of f i speche I haue gret dejoite 

I haue a sone and bi f e Trinite 

I had leueie fan xx" poundeworf lond 

Jjough it right now were fallen m my honde 12 

Te ar a man of suche discrecion 

As fat ye ben fy vpon possession 

But if aman be vertuous wM-al 

I haue my sone snybbed and yut shal 16 

ffor he to vertu listef not entende 

But for to pleie at dies and to despende 

And lese al fat he haf is his vsage 

And he haf leuere talke wif a page 20 

J3an to commune wif any gentil -wiglit 

Where he might leme gentikiesse a-right 

Strawe for youre gentilnesse quodi our host 
What frankeleyn parde wel f ow wost 24 Frani-eieyn 
Jjat eche of of {dc) you mot tellen atte leste 
A tale or too, or breken his beheste 

J3at loiowe I wel qwod f e ffrankelejm certeyn Franieieyn 

I praie you not hauef me m desdeyn 28 

Jjow to f is man I speke a worde or too 
Telle on f i tale wif outen wordes moo 
Gladli sir host qwod he I wol obeie 

Vn-to youre wiUe now herkenef what I seie 32 

I wil you not contrarie m no wise 
As ferro as fat my wittes wil suffise 
I pmie to god fat it mai plesen you 
J)an wot I wel fat it is good I-now 36 

Thise olde gentil Britons in hir dales 

\and 19 more lines.] 
Here endef f e prologi of f e frankeleyn 
Here begynnef f e frankeleyns tale 



SQUIRE S END-LINK AS MBECHANT S PEOLOGUE. 



34 



(IL wrong use.) Hatton MS 1. 

«[ The prolog of Je Marchalles tale / 

Here endeth fe Squiers tale of \e torse of bras &c / 

And next biginnetli fe prolog* of J>e Marclialles 

tale. 

Iy feith squier thou hast the wel quit 
And gentilli I prayse wel j?i witte 
Quod. Jie marchaunt considering J)i youth. 
,So felingly fou spekest that I alouth 4 

As to my dame j)ere is none Jiat is here 
Of eloquens jjat shal be fi pere 
And if fou lif god if f e goode chaunce 
And in verfcu send J)e pe»'seueraunce 8 

ifor of thi speking I haue grete deinte 
Zs'ow certes and bi J)e holi Trinite , 

I liad leuer fan xx. pound worthe londe 
If it right now were cased m my honde 
I were a man of suche Discrecon 
As fat ye ben fy on fe possession 
15ut if a man be vertuose with-aUe 
I liaue my sone snybbet And yit I shalle 
ifor he to vertue listeth not to entende 
Dut for to pley Atte dys and dispende 
And lese al jiat he hath is his vsage 
And he had leuer daily with a page 
Tlian to come with eny gentil wighf 
Whore he might leme gentUesse of right" 
Yo straw for youre gentilnesse qwod oure oste 
What marchaunt parde wel fou woteste 
That eche of you mot tel Atte leste 
A tale or two or broken youre beheste 
Tliat know I welt qiwd f e marchaunte certeine 
r pray you haue me not m no disdeyne 
Though I to fis speke a worde or two 
Telt ))ou j)i tale with-oute wordes mo 
< Mildly qixod he sire hoste I wol obey 
Vnto youre -(vilt now herkeS what I sey 
I wil you not contrarie in no wise 
As ferre as fat my -irit wol suffise 
I pray to god fat I mai plese yowe 
Than wote I Avett my tale is gode I-nogB 36 

Here endeth f e prolog* of the marchauntez tale // 
And next biginnef e the marchauntes tale of lanuarij. 
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Mei{cha]nt 
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squire's end-link as merchant's prologue. 35 
(II. wrong use.) Barlow MS 20. 

^ Here enditli Tbe squiers tale and here bygynnyth 
f e prolog* of f e Marchand. 



11>r feithe Squyer thow hast f e wel I-qnyte 
And gently I preise wel f 1 -vvitte 
Quod f e marchand consideryng fi ^outhe 
So felyngly thow spekist Sir I alow the 
As to my dome f er is noon fat is here 
Of Elequence fat shal be f i pere 
And if fat f ow lyue god ^if f e goode chauwce 
And in vertue sende the Contynauwce 
ffor of f i speche I haue right grete deynte 
Now certes and by the trynyte 
I hade leuer fan twenti pond worth lond 
3if it right now sesed were m myn hand 
As ^e ben fy of possessioun 
I were a man of suche discrecion 
But if a man be vertuouse with-alle 
I haue my son snybbid and 3et shal 
ifor he to vertues lustnef not entende 
But for to plei at dys and to dispende 
And lese alle fat he hath is his vsage 
And he hade leuer taken with a page 
j)an to comyn with any gentel wight 
Where he myght leme gentelnesse of right 
3e straw for ^oure gentelnesse qwod oure Ost 
What marchaunt parde sir -svil f ow wost 
Jjat Eche of 50W mote tellen atte lest 
A tale or two or breken 30ure by-hest 
Jjat know I wel c^iod f e marchand certayn 
I pray 30W haue me not ia disdeigne 
Thogh to f is man I speke a word or two 
Telle f ow f 1 tale with-out wordes moo 
Gladly sir Ost quad he I wil abeie 
Vn-to joure wiUe now herkenyth what I seie 
I wol not 30W contrarien in no wise 
As fer as euer my wit wil suifise 
T praie to god I may plese 30W 
]3an wot I wel it is gode I-nowe. 
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Merchant 

28 
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squire's end-link as merchant's prologue. 36 

(II. vrrong use.) Sloane MS 1685, leaf 86, lack. 

(Appollo whirlithe vp hys chare so hyje 
Tylle fat f e god Marcurius hows f e skye) 

Here enditB f e tale of f e sqyei' 

Here begynnyth f e prologg' of f e MarcliaTUit' 

IN faythe sqyere {sic) f ou haste fe wele qnyt 
And gentely I preyse wele f 1 Avytte 
Qwod f e Marchaunte considerynge fis jonthe 
So felyngely thouj the spekist sir I the allouthe 4 

As to my dome fere ys none fat ys here 
Of eloquence fat shaUe be f 1 pere 

• • • _ no gap in the MS.'[ 8 

ffor of f i speche I haue grete deynte 

I haue a sone and by f e tnnite 

I hade leuere fan twenty pounde worth of londe 

j50U3e hit rijt nowe were fallen in myne honde 12 

J3e are a man of suche discrecion 

As fat ye ben fy vpon possession 

But yf a man by vertuous -wiih aUe 

I haue my sone snybbyd and ^it I shalle 16 

ffor he to vertu Hstith not entende 

But for to pley at dyes and to dispende 

And lese aUe fat he hathe ys hys vsage 

And he hade leuere talke vfiih a page 20 

j3an to commune w»t7i eny gentille wi3t 

Where he my3t leme gentilnesse an^t 

Strawe for j'oure gentilnesse qwod our" Oste 

What Marchaunt Sir parde wele f ou woste 24 

}jat eche of you mot tellen atte leste 

A tale or twoo or breken hys by heste 

Jjat knowe I wele quoA. f e Marchaunt certayne 

I prey you not hauethe me m disdeyne 28 

Thou3e to fis man yf I speke a worde or two 

Telle on f i tale wit/t out wordes moo 

Gladly Sir Oste qw^d he I woUe obey 

Vnto youre wiUe nowe herkeneth what I seye 

I woUe not contrarye you m no wyse 

As fer as my wyttes wott suffice 

I prey to god fat hit mot plesen you 

Jjan wote I wele fat hit ys gode ynowe 



[leaf 87] 
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Here endith f e prolog and bere bygnnytb f e tale. Here endithe fe prologg' of fe Marchaunt 



SQUIRE S END-LINK AS MEECHANTS PROLOGUE. 
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SQUIRES END-LINK AS MERCHANT S PROLOGUE. 



39 squire's end-link as merchant's prologue. 



(IT. lormg me.) Raid, MS Misc. 1133. 



Rawl. MS Poet. 149. 



(IT. wrong use.) Laud MS 739. 



Here beginnetli tlie Prolog of the Marchaunt. 

In feith squier thou hast the -wel quit. 
And gently I preise wel thi wit 
Qwod the Marchaunt considering thi youthe 
So felingly thou spekest I allowe the 4 

As to my doom ther is noon that is here 
Of Eloquence that shall he thi peere 
If that thou lyue god gif the gode chaunce 
And in vertu sende the continuaunce 8 

ifor of thi speche I haue gret deynte 
I haue a sone and by the Trmite 
I had leuer than xx''^ pound worth lond 
Thouj it njt now were fallen m my hand 12 

He were a man of such discression 
As that ye ben fy on possession 
Eut if a man be vertuous with-att 

I haue my sone snibbed and yet shaft 16 

ffor he to yertues list not to entende 
But for to pley at dys and to dispende 
And lese afl. that he hath is his vsage 
And he had leuer to talken with a page 20 

Than to comune with any gentil wi^t 
Where he mijt leme gentilnesse of rijt 
Straw for your gentilnesse qwod cure cost 
What Marchaunt sir wel thou wost 24 

That eche of you mot telle at lest 
A tale or ij or breken his behest 
That knowe I wel qaod the Marchaunt certain 
I pray you haueth me at no disdein 28 

Thouj I to this man speke a word or two 
Telle thou thi tale withoute wordes moo 
Gladly sir Oost qwod he I wil obeie 

Vnto your will now herkeneth what I sey 32 

I wil not you contrarie in no wise 
As fer as my wittes wolen suffice 
I pray to god that I may plese you 
Than wot I wel that it is gode I-now. 36 

Here endith the Prolog of the Marchaunt. 

And he beginneth his tale folwing as ye shal here. 



f Here beginnyth the prolog of the Marchaunte. 

IK" faith squier thou haste the right wele quitt 
And gentili I preise right wele thi witt 
Quod the marchaunt considering the youthe 
So fehngli thou spekist I allouthe 4 

As to my dome there is non that is here 
Of elloquens that shal be thi pere 
If that thou leve god gif the goode chaunce 
And in vertu send the contenuaunce 8 

ffor of the I haue grete deinte 
I haue a son and.be the trenite 
I had leuer than xx ti worth londe 

Though it* right now were fal into my honde 12 

He were a man of soche discrecion 
As ye bene fre in possession 
But if aman be vertuouse with-aS 

I haue my son snibbid and yit I shal 16 

ffor he til vertue listith not entende 
But forto play atte deise and to dispende 
And to lose al that he hathe is his vsage 
And had leuer talken with a page 20 

Than to comen with a gentil wight 
Where he might leme gentilnesse of right 
Strawe for youre gentilnes quod oure hooste 
What marchaunt parde wel thou wooste Mar[chau]nt 

That iche of you mote teUen atte leste 
A tale or twoo or breken his beheste 
That knowe I wele qwod the marchaimt certaine 
I prei you hauith not me in disdeme 28 

Though to this man I speke a worde or ij 
Tel on thi tale withoute wordes moo 
Gladli ser hoste q?«od he I wil obey 
Vnto youre wil now herkith what I say 32 

I wil you not eontrari in no wise 
As ferre as my wittes may suffice 
I prei to god that it may please you 
Than woot I wele that it is good ynow. 36 



m 



The tale of the marchaunt 
Of lanuarij and May. 



[The Merchant's Prologue.'\ 

IN feith squier Jjou hast the wele yquytte 
And gentiUy, I prayse wele fi wytte, 
Qawd the merchaunte, consideryng thy youthe 
So felyngly thow spekest Sir I the allouthe 4 

As to my dome there is non that is here 
Of eloquence that shalle be thy pere. 

no gap in the MS."] 8 

ffor of thy speche I haue grete deynte . 

I haue a sone and by the trmite 

I hadde leuer fan xx" pond worth of lond 

j3ogh hit right now were faUen) in my hond . 12 

He were a man) of suche discrecion 

As fat 3e ben . fy "vppon) possession 

But yd a man) be vertuos with-alle . 

I haue my sone snobbed and ^et shaUe 16 

ffor he to vertu lyst not entende . 

But for to pley at dies • and to dispende 

And lese alle that he hatfi, is his vsage . 

And he hath leuer with a page 20 

Taike, than commune witA any gentitt wight 

Where he might leme gentilnesse aright 

Straw for youre gentilnesse qwod oure ooste, 

What merchant parde, wele fou woste, 24 

That eche of yow mote tellen at the leste 

A tale or two or breken) his biheste . 

That knowe I wele qwod the merchant certeyn . Me[rc]hant 

I pray 30W not haue me in desdeyn 28 

Thogh to this man) I speke a worde or two . 

Telle on) thi tale wit^-outo wordes moo . 

Gladly ser ooste . qaod he I wift obeye 

Vn-to joure wUle . now herkeneth what I sey 32 

I witt not ^ou contrarie in no wise . 

As ferre as that my wittes wille suffice . 

I pray to god . that hit may plesen) yow . 

Than wote I wele that it is good y-now. 36 

[End of the Prologue.] 



sqdiee's end-link as merchant's peologue. 40 



SQUIEE S END-LINK AS MEECHANT S PEOLOGITE. 
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squiee's end-link as meechant's peologue. 42 



(IL ytrong vse.) Harleian MS 1758, leaf 75. 

Lsol 

IT Appollo whirletli vp his char so hye. 

Xitt that the god Mercmyus hous the slye. 

Here begynnefli the Prolog' of the Marchaunt. nc»f ra 

In feith Squyer thou hast the welt y-quytt. 
And gentilly I preise ■wait thi witt . 
Quod the Marchauwt consideryng thi yongthe . 
So felyugly thou spekest sire I lowe the . 4 

As to my dome ther is noon that is here . 
Of eloquence that schatt be thi pere. 
r. ••■•■••••• 

no gap in the MSJ\ 8 

ffor of thi speche I haue gret deynte . 

I haue a sone and bi the Trynyte . 

I had leuer than .xx**. poundes worth of londe . 

Though it right were now fallen in to my honde . 12 

He were a man of suche discrescion . 

As ye ben fy vp on possescion . 

But if a man be vertuous with aft . 

I haue my sone snybbed and yet I schatt. 16 

ffor he to vertue listeth nogtt to tende . 

But for to pleye at the dys and to dispende . 

And lese att that he hath is his vsage . 

And he hath leu3rr to talke with a page . 20 

Than to comune with any gentitt wight . 

Where he myght leme gentilnesse a right . 

Strawe for your gentilnesse (^iwd our cost . 

What Marchauwt parde sir weft thou wost . 24 

That eche of you mote teUen at the leste . 

A tale or two or broke your be heste . 

That knowe I weft c^d the Marchauwt certeyn. 

I pray you to haue me ia no disdeyn . 28 

Though I to this man speke a worde or too . 

Tett on thi tale with oute wordis moo . 

Gladly sir cost qwofi he I wole obeye . 

Vn to your wift herkeneth what I seye . 32 

I wott you nought contraiye iu no wise . 

As fer as my wittes wift suffise . 

I pray to god that it may plese yow . 

Than woot I weft it is good y now . 36 

Here endith the Prolog* . and begyimeth the Tale . 



(n. torong use.) Royal 18 G it, fol. 90 h. 

Lsol 

AppoUo whirleth vp his char so hye 

Til fat the god Mercurius hows the slye espUcit 

The prolog of the Marchand. 

IN feith squyer \om. hast Jie weft I-quyth 
And gentely I prayse weft Ji witt 
Quod JjB Marchand Considerynge fy youthe 
So felyngly fou spekest sire I the Allouthe 4 

As to my dome fere is nowne fat is here 
Of eloquence fat shal be f i piere 

no gap in the MS^ 8 

For of thi speche I haue gret deynte 

I haue a sone and by the trynyte 

I had leuez-e fat xx" pou»^d worf lond 

Jjogh it right now were fallen in myn hond 12 

3e were a man of suche discrecion 

As fat 36 ben fy vp on possession 

But 3if a man be vertuous wif att 

I haue my sone snybbed and y& shaft 16 

Por he to vertu listef not entende 

But for to pleye at dees and to dispende 

And lese al fat he haf is his Tsage 

And he hath leuere talke with a page 20 

}3an to comune wit any gentil wight 

Where he myght leme gentillesse aright 

Strawh for joure gentiUesse qwod cure host 

What Marchand parde wel f ou wost 24 

]3at ech of yow mot tellen at f e leste 

A tale or two or broken his be heste 

)3at knowe I wel qz/od f e Marchauwt cej-teyn 

Y pray 30W not hauef me in desdeyn 28 

Jjogh to f is man I speke a word or two 

Telle on f i tale with oute wordes mo 

Gladly sire host q?<od he I wil obeie 

Vn to 30ure wil now herkenef what I seie 32 

I wil 30W not contrarie in no wyse 

As fer as fat my wittes wil suifise 

I pray to god fat it may plesyri 30W 

Jjan woot I wel fat it is good 1 now 36 

Here endith the prolog 
And begynneth f e tale. 



(II. wrmig me) Lichfield MS, leaf 93. 

[Note : the following lines are written in a different hand from the 
rest of the Lichfield MS.] 

Explicit secnnda pars. Here endeth f e Sqnyers tale 

and here begynneth fe prologe of f e marchaunte. 

In feif squier f ow hast f e well yquytte 

and gentelie I praise well f i witte 

Quod f e merchaunt consideringe f i 3ouf e 

So felinglie f ou spekest sir I f e alouf e ' 4 

As to my dome fer is none fat is here 

Of eloquence fat shal be f i pere 

710 gap in the MSJ 8 

For of f i speche I haue grete deynte 

I haue a sone and by f e Trinite 

I had leuere fan xx"" pounde worf lond 

f ough it were ri3t now fallen in my hond 

$e ere a man of such discretion 

As fat 3e ben fy on possession 

But 3if a man be vertuous withall 

I haue my sone snybbed & 3it shall 

For he to vertue listef not entende 

But for to pley atte dys & to dispende 

& lese all fat he hath is his usage 

& he haf leuere talke with a page 

fan to comune with a gentile wi3t 

Where he myjt leme gentillesse arijt 

A straw for 3our gentelnesse quod our boost 

What merchaunt parde sir weU. f ou woost 

That ech of you mote teUen at f e leest 

A tale or two or breken his byhest 

That know I well quod f e merchaunt certein 

I prey 30U haue y not me in disderue 

f oughe to this man I speke a word or twoo 

TeU on f i tale withouten wordes moo 

GladUe sir boost quod he I will obeye 

unto your will now herkeneth what I seye 

I. win 30U not contrary in no wise 

As ferre as my wittes will suffice 

I pray to God fat it may plesen 30U 

fan wote I wele that it is good ynowe 

Jjns endeth f e prologe And here 
begynneth f e marchannts tale 
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43 SQUIEE'3 EXD-LIXK as merchant's PEOLOG0E. 

(II. icrong use.) Camh. Univ. Lihr. Mm. 2. 5, leaf 99. 

ApoUo ■wliirleth. up his chare so hie / 
Tilt yat ye good mercurius howse ye slye 

IT Explicit" seeunda pars. 

IT Incipit* prologus mercatoris. 

In feith sqmer you hast ye wele y quyt 
iknd gentilly I preyse rijht wele yi ^vitte 
Quod ye Marchante considerynge ye ^outhe [icat99,back] 

So felyngly you spekest sir" I ye alouthe 4 

As to my dome jer is none yat* is her" 
Of eloquence yat* schafl: be yi pere 

no gap in the MIS.] 8 

ffor of yi speche I haf grete deynte 

I haf a son and by ye tnnite 

I hadde leuer yan xx. ]i. worth of londe 

Thof if rijfet nowe were fallen m myn honde 1 2 

5e er a man of suche discrecioun 

As yat ^e ben fye opon possession 

But if a man be Tertuose with alt 

I haS my son snybbed and jit schatt 16 

ifor he to vertue listeth not entende 

But for to pleye at dyes and to dispende 

And lese aft yat he hath is his vsage 

And he hath leuer talke with a paage 20 

Than to commuw with a gentift wijhte 

Where he myjfit leme gentUnesse anjhte 

Strawgh for joure gentilnes quod oure oste 

What marchand / parde sir wele you wooste 24 

Thaf iche of jowe mot / teUen at ye leste 

A tale or two / or brekefi his beheste 

That knowe I wele qiwd ye Marohant eerteyn 

I pray jowe haf me / not / in disdeyne 28 

Yof to yis man I speke a worde or twoo 

Tett on yi tale with outefl wordes moo 

Gladly sir oste quod he I witt obeye 

Vn to joure wilt nowe herkenetB. whaf I seye 32 

I witt not cowtrarien jowe in no wyse 

Als ferre as yat my wittes wott suffise 

I praye to god yat" if may plesefl jowe 

Than wote I wele yaf if is good y nowe 36 

IT Here begynneth ye marchatuitz tale i 



44 squire's end-link as merchant's prologue. 

(II. mrong use.) Cambr. Univ. Libr. MS li. 3. 26, leafM. 

Here endeth tlie squiers tale And 
Here begynneth the marchazmf prologe. 

In feith Squier thou haste the wele quytte 

And gentilly I preyse wele thy witte 

Qwod the marchaimt consideryng thy youthe 

So felyngly thou spekes sir I the alouthe 4 

Aa to my dome there is none that is here 

Of Eloquence that shaft be thy pere 

no gap m the J/S.] 8 

ffor of thy speche I haue grete deynte 

I haue a sone and be the trenyte 

I hadde leuer then twenty pounde worthe londe 

Thogh it right nowe were falle in my honde 12 

He were a man of suche discreciou« 

As that ye bene ffye vppon possessiouw 

But if a man be vertuous with aft 

I haue snebbed my sone and yite shaft 16 

ffor he to vertue lusteth noght entende 

But for to pley at dyce and spende 

And lese aU. that he hath is his vsage 

And he hath leuer to take with a page 20 

Then to comyn w«tA any gentytt wight 

Where he myght lyme gentylnesse a Eight 

Strawe for yowr gentihiesse qMod oure hoste 

What marchaunt parde wele Thou woste 24 

Thaf eich of you mote telle at the leste 

A tale or twoo or breke his biheste 

That knowe I wele qaod the marchaunt certeyn 

I pray you haue me nought in disdeyn) " 28 

Thoghe to this man I speke a worde or twoo 

Telle on thy tale wjt7i oute wordes moo 

Gladly Sir hoste quod he I wil obeye 

Vnto youre wift nowe herkeneth what I sey 32 

I wil you noght contrarie in no wise 

As ferr* as that my Wittes wil suffice 

I pray to god that it may plese you 

Then wote I wele that it is good enowe. 36 



FALSE PROLOGUES TO THE PEASKLIN's TALE. 
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FALSE PEOLOGUES TO THE FEANKLIN S TALE.. 
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IV. 



SPECIMElSrS OF THE 

FALSE PEOLOGUES^ 

TO THE 

FRANKLIN'S TALE, 

when it is moved feom its eight place aftee the 
squiee's tale. 



These false Prologues depend mainly on the Tale which 
the Franklin's Tale follows, and consist — a. of the whole of the 
Merchant's End-Link, and the 8 lines of the Squire's short Pro- 
logue (as in the Hengwrt and Petworth MSS, and the Camb. 
Univ. MSS Mm. 2. 5, and li. 3. 26). /3. of part of the Mer- 
chant's End-Link (6 lines turned into a 7-line stanza^) with 
the Squire's short Prologue, 6 of its 8 lines bemg turned into a 
7-line stanza, and the other 2 being left out (as in Sloane 1685, 
and the Lichfield MS). y. of the Clerk's 7-line Link (or 
' mter)ectional stanza,' p. 28 of Temporary Preface, note 1) 
either alone, as in MS Trin. ColL Cambr. R. 3. 15 (though 
there it has lost its first line), or prefixed to the two 7-line 
stanzas of j3 (as in Harl. 1758, Barlow 20, Eoyal 18 0. ii.). 
When the false Prologue is given, the true Prologue is 
generally amalgamated with the Tale. The true Prologue is 
seen independent, in the last two extracts, Harl. 7333 (where 
it follows the Clerk's Link) and Arch. Seld. B. 14, For the 
Headers of the MSS, &c., see Specimens I, but substitute Mr 
D. Hall for Mr Bradshaw. The Petworth extract is from my 
old copy, and I can't guarantee its correctness. 

' I call them False Prolognes merely for convemence' sake, as of eomrse the 
Merchant's End-Link is in its true place after the Merchant's Tale, and the 
Clerk's End-Link m its true place after the Clerk's Tale. 

' It IS possible that the 7-liiie stanza was the onginal form of the lines, and 
that it was altered to suit tiie present first 8 lines of the Merchant's Link. 



a. Hengwrt MS. peaf 152] 

IT Here is «nded tlie Marchantes tale / of lajmarie. 

IT Here folwen tlie wordes of the wortliy [leatiss] 

Hoost" / to the ffrankeleyn. 

■pY goddes mercy / seyde cure Hoosf / the 

■^ ]^ow swich a wyf / I prey god kepe me fro 

Lo whiche sleightes / and subtiltees 

In. ■wommen hen / for ay as hisy as hees 4 

Ben they / vs sely men for to deceyue 

And fcom a sooth / euere wol they weyue 

By this Marchantes tale / it preueth weel 

But doutelees /. as trewe as any steel S 

I haue a wyf / thogh fat she poore he 

But of hir tonge / a lahhyng shrewe is she 

And yit she hath / an heep of vices mo 

Ther of no fors / lat aUe swiche thynges go 12 

But wite ye whaf in conseil he it seyd 

Me reweth soore / I am vn to hire teyd 

ffor and I sholde / rekenen / enery vice 

Which fat she hath / ywis I were to nyee 16 

And cause why / it sholde reported he 

And toold to hire / of somme of this meynee / 

Of whom / it nedeth nat for to declare 

Syn wommen / konnen oute swich ehaffare 20 

And eek" my wif suffiseth nat ther to 

To tellen al / wherfore my tale is do 

IT Sire fBcankeleyn / com neer / if it youT" wille he 

And sey vs a tale / for certes ye 24 

Konnen ther on / as mnche as any man 

IT Nay sire qnod he / hut I wol seye as I kan 

1 [W]ith hertly wyl / for I wol nat reheUe Ueaf 153, back] 

Agayns youre wyl / a tale wol I telle 2S 

Haue me excused / if pat I speke amys 

My wyl is good / and lo my tale is this 

IT Explicit. 
Here bigynneth the ffi-ankeleyns tale 
' MS eaten away by rats. 



a. Camb. Univ. Lihr. MS Ii. 3. 26, leaf 98. 
Here endeth the marchauntes tale / And 
Here be gynneth the ffrankeleyns prologe. 
Ey goddis mercy seide oure hoste tho 
Nowe such a wyf I pray god kepe me fro 
So such sleightes and suhtiltes 

In women hene aye as hesy as hees 4 

They hene vs cely men to deceyve 
-And from a sothe euer do they weyve 
Be the marchauntes tale it proveth weUe 
But doutles as true as any stele 8 

I haue a wyp though she pore he 
But of hir tonge a hablyng shrewe is she 
And yite she hath an hepe of vices moo 
Therof no force lete suche thinges go 12 

But wete ye what in counseylle be it saide 
Me rueth sore that I am to hir tyed 
ffor and I shulde reken euery vice 

Which that she hath y wis I were to uyce 16 

And cause why it reported shulde he 
And tolde to hir of some of thes meane 
Of whome it nedeth not to declare 

Syn women can vtter her ehaffare 20 

-Ajid eke my wit sufficeth not therto 
To telle wherfore my tale is do 
Sir ffrankeleyn come nere if it yowr wil he 
And sey vs a tale for certeys ye 24 

Can ther on as mych as any man 
Xay Sir qzwd he but I wil sey as I can 
With hertly ^vil for I wil not be rebelle 
Ageynes youre wilt a tale wil I telle 28 

Haue me excused if that I speke amysse 
My wil is good and lo my tale is this 
rrhes olde gentytt bretons in her dayes 
-*• (and the rest of the true FranMin's Prologue.) 
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FALSE PROLOGUES TO THE FRANKLIN S TALE. 



a. Petworth MS. 

{After the Clerh'a TaU follows flm Franklin^ s Prohgtiei] 

TI ey goddis mercy seide cure host f oo 

•*-*• Alle euel wyues god kepe us fro 

For mony scleijtes and subilites 

Bene in ■wowimen fat bene euere bisy as bees 4 

vs foly men forto desceyue 

For from fe soj? euere wil fei -weive 

By mony ensamples it prouej) -welle 

But doutelees as trewe as eny stele 8 

I haue a wiff fougb. she poor be 

But of her tunge a labbyngi schrew is she 

And she ha}) aniepe of vices moo 

}3erof no force lat al such fiaggts goo 12 

But ■wete je what [ 

. . . no gap in MS.'\ I am to her teide 
For and I shuld rekne eue[r]y vice 

Which fat she hajj y-wis I were not wis 16 

And cause whi for it shuld reported be 
And tolde to hure of somme of Jus mayne 
Of whom it nedej) not to declare 

SiJ) womreen kon out such chafifare 20 

And eke my witte sufiise}) not ferto 
To telle alle ferfore my tale is doo 
Sire Fraunkeleyne come nere if it jowr wiUe be 
And say vs a tale for sertys je 24 

Can feron as moch as eny man 
nay Sire quod he I wil say as I can 
With hertely wille for I nyl be rebeUe 
A^einst youre wUle . a tale nowe wU I telle 28 

Haue me excused 3if I sey amys 
My wille is good & loo my tale is fis 30 

\Tlie FranTdiris Tale foUoics.] 
xviii* 



a. Oamhr. Univ. Mm. 2. 5, leaf 153. 

Here beginnetli ye prologe of ye ffrankeleyn : 

17Te god mercy seid oure oste yoo 

•*-' 2fowe suche a wyffe I pray god kepe me froo / 

To suche sleighte / and subtUitees 

As women bene for and as besy as bees 4 

Beth yei vs foly men for to disseyue 

And from a sothe euer wUleth weyue 

By yis marchaundes tale if proueth wele 

But douteles als trewe as euer was eny stele 8 

I haf a wyff yof scho pouer be 

But of her tonge a labbyng* schrewe is sche 

And sche hath an hepe of vices moo 

Therof no force lat aft swiche thyng/s goo 12 

But wite je whaf in conseitt be if saide 

Me rewith sore yat / I am to here tyede 

Whiche / yaf sche hath Iwys I were nof wyse 

And cause why for if schuld reported be 16 

And tolde to hire of som of yise menjee 

Of whome it neditfi nof to declare 

Seth. wommefl con outen suche chaffare 

And eke my witte suf&seth nof yer too 20 

To tett aft yer for" my tale is doo 

Sir fraunkeleyn com nere jif if 30^^ witt be 

And saye us a tale for certes je 

3e can yeron as myche as eny man 

With hertly witt for I witt not rebett 

A jemste 30ur' witt a tale woft I tett 

Haue me excused / 3if y saye amys 

My witt is goode and lo my tale is yis 

^ Inoipit fabula 



[leaflSH 24 

.Caplm zij ; 



28 



j3. Shane 1685, leafU5. 

(Bethe egre as a Tigre 3ond in ynde 
Ay cKppetfi as a MiUe I you consayle) 

Here endeth >e Gierke of Oxenfordes tale 
Here begynneth. fe prologe of >e ffrankeleyn 

T Haue a wyfe ])0U3e she pore be 

•*- 5it hathe she an hepe of vices lo 

ffor of hir tonge a moche shrewe ys sho 

Ifor to my wyUe jje contrary woUe she doo 4 

Therof no force let aUe suche fenges go 

But wytte 30 what in coimsaylayle (sic) be hit sayd 

Me rewethe sore fat I am to hir teyde 7 

Sire Ifrankleyne comethe nere yf it youre wille be 

And seithe vs a tale as 3e are gentitt man 

Hit shaUe be do trewely Oste qwod he 

I woUe you telle as hertely as I can Ucafi45,back] 

Holde me excused vnworju if I am 12 

To telle you a tale for I Tville not rebeUe 

A 3enest youre wylle a tale nowe wyUe I telle 14 

Here endethe fe Prologe and bygynnethe fe tale 



FALSE PROLOGUES TO THE FRANKLIN S TALE. 
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FALSE PROLOGUES TO THE FRANKLIN's TALE. 54 



ft. Lichfield MS, leaf 153. 

(Bsth egre as a tigre / jonde in ynde 
Ay clappeth as a mylle / y 30W counsaile) 

Thus endeth the tale of the clerk of Oxenford and 
bygynneth the prologe of the Frankeleyn. 

I haue a -wyf quod cure est / ttougli she pore be 

3it hath she an heep of vices lo 

For of hir tonge / a moehe shrewe is she 

For to my -nTlle / the contrari tvoI she do 4 

Ther of no force / lat aUe suche Jjinges go 

But wite 38 what / in coimsayl he it sayd 

Me reweth sore, that I am to hir tayd 7 

Sire Frankeleyn cometh nere / 3if' it 30ure "wille he 

And say us a tale / as 36 are gentilman 

It shal he do / tewely oost quod he 

I -wol 30"w telle / as hertely as I can 

Holdeth me excused / thogh I unworthy am 12 

To tells 30^ a tale / for I wol not rebeUe 

A3enst 30ure wille / a tale now wol I telle 14 

Thus endeth fe prologe and bigjrnneth the tale. 



y. Trin. Coll. Camh. R. 3. 15, page 302. 

Here endeth the Pardoneres tale 
r\ And begynneth the fiOrankelens prologge 

^Wre Oste seyde and swore by cockes bones 

Me were leuyr than a barelle of ale [p. 303] 

Mi wyfe had herde this legende onys 

This is a legende a tale for the nonys 4 

As to my purpos wyst ye my wyUe 

But thynge that wilnot let hit be stille 

TN Armoryke that called is Britaigne 

There was a knyght that loued and did his peyne 



y. Harl. MS 1758, leaf 126, lacJc. 

(Beth egre as a Tigre yond in ynde. 
Ay clappith as a MUle I you counsaile.) 

Here endith the Gierke of Oxenford. 

[ Then one-third of tlie page blanks and liaXf the next paffe.'} 

IT Here begy«neth the Prolog* of' the ffrankeleyne. [if 127] 

rpHis worthi Gierke when endid was his tale . 

-*- Our Oosf swore and seide be goddis bones . 

Me were leuyr than a harett ale . 

Mi wif" had herde this legende ones . 4 

This is a gentift tale for the nones . 

As to my purpose wisf ye my witt . 

Buf thyng* that witt be lette if mote be stift . 7 

Haue a wif* quod our Oosfr thogh sche pore be . 

Yef hath sche an hepe of" vices lo . 

ffor of* hir tonge a schrewe is sche . 

ifor to my wille the contrarie woft sche do . 11 

Ther of* no fors late aUe suche thynges go . 

But* wite ye what* m counceile be if seide . 

Me rewith sore that* I am to hir teide . 14 

IT Sir ifrankeleyn comyth neer if* if your will be . 

And seie vs a tale as ye are a gentitt man . 

If schatt be doon trewli Osf quod he . 

I woft you telle as herteh as I can . 18 

Holde me excusid thogh I vnworthi am . 

To telle you a tale for I woft noght rebelle . 

A yensf your wiUe a tale now woft I telle . 21 

Here begynneth the fErankeleyns tale. oeafm.tack] 



y. Barlow 20. 
(Beth egre as a tygre 3ond in ynde 
Ay clappith as a mylle I 30W consaile) 

Here endith pe Clerkes tale ^of Oxenford 

And here hygynnyth Tpe prolog of fe fOrankeleyn 

nphis worthi Clerk wan endid was his tale 
-*- Oure ost said and swore by goddes bones 
Me were leuer fan a barel ale 

My wyf at home had herd ]jis legend ones 4 

This is a gentel tale for fe nones 
As to my purpos wist 3e my wille 

But fmg fat wU not be lat it be stille 7 

I haue a wif fogh she pore be 
3it she hath an hepe of vices lo 
ifor of hir tong a mochel shrew is she 
And to my wil Jie contrarie wil she do 11 

J)erof no force lat al suche Jjinges go 
But witte ^ 3e wat in conseil be it saide 
Me reweth sore fat I am to hir taide 14 

Sir frankeleyn comyth nere if it 3ore wil be 
And telle vs a tale as 3e ar a worthi man 
Hit shal be don trewly Ost quod he 
I wil 30W telle as hertly as I can 18 

Holdeth me excused fogh I vnworthi am 
To telle 30W a tale for I wil not Eebelle 
A-3enst 3oure wUle a tale wil I telle 21 

Here endith fe prolog and here hygynnyth fe tale. 

'US of of. Mn-ute. 
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55 FALSE PEOIiOGUES TO THE TEANKLIN's TALE. 

y. Royal 18 C ii, leaf 145, hack. 

(Beth, egre as a Tygre ^onde in ynde 
Ay clappeth as a Mjile I jou coMnsaile) 

Here endith tlie Gierke of Oxenfor(J 

And here begynneth the prolog of the ffrankelejnu 

rrHis -wortM clerk whan endid was his tale 
* Oure [oste] seide and swor by goddes bones 
Me weere leuere }ian a barel ale 

My wyf at home hadde herd Jiis legend ones 4 

This is a gentil tale for the nones 
As to my pnrpos wiste my wyUe 

But fing fat wU not be lat it be stUle 7 

I haue a wyf Jjou she pore be 
3it she hath an heepe of vyces lo 
ffor of hire tonge a moche shrewe is she 
And to my wylle fe contrarye wil she do 11 

Therof no force lete aUe suche fmges go 
But wyte 36 what in consaU. be it saide 
Me rewyth sore pat at I am to hire taide 14 

Sire frankeleyn comeji nere 3if hit joure wil be 
And telle vs a tale as ^e are a worthi man 
Hit schal be do truly oost quod he 

I wil jow telle as hertely as I can 18 

HoldeJ) me excused fough I vnworthi am [leafuei 

To telle jou a tale for T wole not rebelle 
Ajens 30ure wiUe a tale wole I telle 21 

Here endith the prolog // And hegynneth the tale 



56 cleek's exd-link, and true franklin's prologue. 

Harl. 7333, leaf 82, hack. 

(Be ay of Chere as ly3t as lefe on) iynde 
And! lete him. care wepe wrynge & waUe) 

f TTere Endithe the clerke of oxinforfe 
-tl his tale. 

fpHis worthi Clerke when endi(J was his tale / 

-*■ Owie hoost saide and swore by goddes bones 

Me were lever thanne A bareft of Ale 

My wyf had' hard' this legent ones 

}>is is A lentil tale for the nones 

As to my purpose wist ye my wiEe 

But thing that woUe not be let it be styft 
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TRUE FRANKLIN S PROLOGUE. 

Arch. Seld. B. 14. 



IT Here begynnithe the f&ankleyne Ms prologei 

rpHes olde gentU barownes in hir dayes 

■*• Of diuerse Auntrous made hir layes 

Ejinyd? first in hir breton tonge 

Suche layes witA hir Instrumentes pei songe / 4 

Or eUts redden hem for hir plesaunce / 

AncJ on of hem have I in rememberaunce / 

Whiche I schatt yow teU w«t7t as gode wU as I can 

But sirs by Cause I Am A boreft man 8 

At my be gynnynge I yow first be seche / 

Have me excusi(J of my rude speche 

I lernitJ neuer Kethorike in certeyn 

Thing that I speke must be bare and plejme / 12 

I sclept neuer in the mount of pamso 

!Ne lemid' Marcus Tulius Cithero 

Colours know I non wiih oute drede / 

But suche Colours as growen in the mede 16 

Or ell«s suche as men dyefl and peynte / 

Colowres of rethorike be in synt 

My spret fehthe not suche mater 

But yf yow list my tale schul ye here 20 

IT And here begynnithe fe f&anklens tale 

' lu the other 3 Brit. Mus. MSS cited here, this piece goes m 
the tale.— E. B. 



Here endith the Pardonere his tale. And next 
folwyng bigynneth the ffrankeleyns prologo. 

nnhese oolde gentil bretons / in here dayes 

-*- of dyue/'se auentures / maden layes 

rymeden in here first bretons tonge 

whiche layes / with here Instrumentes thei songe 4 

or eUis radden hem / for there plesaunce 

and oon of hem haue I / in remembraunce 

which I shal seie / mth good wil as I can 

but sirs bicause I am / a burel man 8 

at my bigynnyng / first I yow biseche 

haueth me excused / of my rude speche 

I lemed neuer retorike certeyne 

thing that I speke / hit mot be bare and pleyne 12 

I slept neuere / on the mount / of Parnaso 

ne I neuere lered / Marcus TuUius / ne Citheio 

colours of retorike knowe I noone / withoute drede 

but suche colours / as growen in the mede 1 G 

or elles suche as men dye / or peynte 

colours of Eethorike / ben me to queynte 

my spirit fehth nought / of suche matire 

but if yow list / my tale shul ye hire 20 

Here endith the ffrankeleyne his prolog* 
And next folwyng bignneth his tale. 
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TRIAL-TABLES 



UWW SUPERSEDED) 
OF THE 



GROUPS OF TALES, AND THEIR ORDER, IN CHAUCER'S "CANTERBURY TALES," ACCORDING TO THE EDITED MANUSCRIPTS AND TYRWHITT. 



These Tables -were drawn up by me last summer to try and find out from the MSS. into what Groups 
the Tales fell, how those Groups were occasionally broken up, and in what order the Groups succeeded 
one another. Through not paying proper attention to the geography of the Tales, I was led into 
the mistake of taking the order of the most careful MS. and editor of the Tales — the Ellesmere and 
Tyrwhitt — as the right order, and I also wrongly put the Manciple's and Parson's Tales into one 
Group, whereas they must form two (see my Temporary Pre/ace, pp. 86-7). Nevertheless, these 
Tables give the order of the Tales in thirty-six MSS. and five old printed editions, and show how 
tbe Groups of Tales change their places, and are sometimes broken up. For these purposes the 
Tables still hold good, and are useful j and they are therefore issued now, though I believe their 
Ot-der of the Groups is wrong, and that on pp. 42-3 of my Temporary Preface right. The differences 
of the two orders lie in the lifting up of the Shipman's and the Doctor's Groups, inverted, and the 
division of the Manciple's and Parson's; the old VII. being moved up to in., and the old VI. to 
IV., while the old IX. is made IX. and X. The two Orders are printed side by side in the second 
column. 

" The Lichfield Cathedral MS. has the Tales in the following order," says the Kev. J. G. Lonsdale, 
"working by the old numbering :—L, EL, V. 1, IV. 2, HI., IV. 1, V. 2, VIH,, VI., VH. (omitting 4, 
Melibe), IX." 

Of other MSS. of the Tales, I have heard only of those of the Duke of Devonshire, — ^which he has 
kindly promised to leave at the British Museum for me to see this spring, — Lord Ashbumham's three 
MSS.; Sir Thomas Phillipps's two — ^which formerly belonged to John P. Kemble, Esq. (Todd's 
Illustrations, p. 127) — at Middle-hill ; one in the Hunterian Museum at Glasgow ; one in a pnvate 
owner's hands in Devonshire; one at Paris; one (or a fragment) at Naples; Tyrwhitt's Askew 1, — 
the Haistwell MS., bought at Mr. Haistwell's sale by Mr. Perkins, of Chipstead Place, Kent, left by 
him as an heirloom to his son, and now (with the house) on lease to Sir Morton Peto, — and the 
Helmingham MS., belonging to Mr. Jn. Tollemache of Helmingham Hall, Sufiblk. The order of Tales 
in the Haistwell MS. is the same as in the Ellesmere. The Doctor's, Shipman's, and Second Nun's 
Tales have no Prologues, and the Parson's Tale ends imperfectly at " enditynges of worldly vanitees " 
in Chaucer's Prayer at the close of the Tales. Gamelyn, copied from MS. Laud K. 50, by a later 
hand, on eight leaves, has been inserted m the middle of the Cook's Tale, after p. 106, making the 
next page 123. 

Tyrwhitt notices two other MSS., one belonging to Charles Cholmondeley, Esq., of A''ale Royal in 
Cheshire, and the other to Mr. Norton of Southwick in Hampshire. Of these, or any other MSS. not 
Jn the Tables, I shall be glad to get tidings. The Additional MS. 5140 in the British Museum is 
Tyrwhitt's Askew 2. 



Group, 
A. 



EevisM> Ordbk. 
Fragment. 



c. 

B. 

E. 
P. 



U. 



nil 



IV. { 



V. 



VI. 



VII. 



Tales. 
Prologue 
Knight 
MiUer 
Keeve 
Cook 

Man of Law 
f Shipman 
Prioress 
Thopas 
Melibe 
Monk 
. Nun's Priest 

Doctor 
Pardoner 

"Wife of Bath 

Friar 

Sompnour 

Clerk 
Merchant 

Squire 
Franklin 



Old Okdce. 


Group. 


Tales. 




r Prologue 




Knight 


I. - 


Miller 




Reeve 




I Cook 


11. 


Man of Law 



G. 


VIII. 


( Second Kun 

1 Canon's Yeoman 


H. 
I. 


IX. 
X. 


Manciple 
Parson 



in. 



IV I 



VI I 



VII. 



vm. { 

IX. { 



Wife of Bath 

Friar 

Sompnour 

Clerk 
Merchant 

Squire 
Franklin 

Doctor 
Pardoner 

Shipman 

Prioress 

Thopas 

Melibe 

Monk 

Nun's Priest 

Second Nun 
Canon's Teoman 

Manciple 
Parson 



XXT 



TEIAL-TABLE OP THE GKOUPS OF TALES, AND THEIR OEDEE, IN CHAUCEE'S « CANTEKBUEY TALES," ACCOEDING TO THE 

EDITED MANUSCRIPTS AOT) TYEWHITT. 



TABLE I. 



Gronps. EUesmeie MS. 


1 

Cambr.Umv. Cambr.Univ. 

Gg. 4.27. 1 Dd.4.24. 


Harl. 73.14 

(Wnght 

and Moms). 
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GROUP A. FRAGMENT I. 



THE PEOLOGUE. THE KNIGHT'S TALE. THE MILLER'S TALE. 

THE REEVE'S TALE. THE COOK'S TALE. 



THE SPURIOUS TALE OF GAMELYN. 



aROUP A. FRAGMENT L 

§ 1. GENEEAL PEOLOGUE. 
ELLESMEEE KS. 



GROUP A. FRAGMENT I. 

§ 1, GENEEAL PEOLOGUE. 
HENGWET MS. 



Here bygynneth the Book of the tales of Oaunterbuiy. Here bygynneth the Book of the tales of Oaunterbury. 



fHan that Aprille with hise shouies soote [leaf s] 
The diQghte of March / hath perced to the roote 
And bathed euery veyne / in swich licour 
Of which vertu / engendred is the flour 4 

Whan Zephmis eek / with his swete hreetfi 
Inspired hath / m euery holt" and heetB. 
The tendre croppes / and the yonge sonne 
Hath in the Earn / his half [e] cours yronne t .i. sol m Anete 
And smale foweles / maken melodye 
That slepen al the nyght / with open eye 
So priketh hem nature in hir corages 
Thanne longen folk / to goon on pilgnmages 12 

And Palmeres / for to seken straunge strondes 
To feme halwes / kowthe m sondry londes 
And specially / from euery shires ende 
Of Engeloncf / to Caunturbury they wende 16 

The hooly bHsful martir for to seke 
That hem hath holpen / whan pat they were seeke 

Bifil that / m that seson on a day 
In Southwerk / at the Tabar(J as I lay 20 

Eedy / to wenden on my pilgrymage 
To Caunterbury / with ful deuout corage 
At nyght / were come / in to that hostehye 
Wei nyne and twenty m a compaignye 24 

Of sondry folk / by aventure y-falle 
In felaweshipe / and pilgrimes were they alle 
That toward Caunte?*bury wolden ryde 

1 ELLESMEBE 1 




Han that AueryUe with his shoures soote Peaf 2] 
The droghte of March / hath perced to the roote 
And bathed euery veyne in swioh lycour 
Of which vertu engendred is the flour 4 

Whan zephirus eek with his sweete breeth 
Inspired hath in euery holt? and heeth 

The tendre croppes / and the yonge sonne 

Hath m the Earn / his half cours yronne 8 

And smale foweles / maken melodye 

That slepen al the nyghf with open lye 

So priketh hem nature / itt hir corages 

Thanne longen folk to goon on pilgrymages 12 

And Palmeres for to seeken straunge strondes 

To feme halwes / kouthe in sondry londes 

And specially / from euery shyres ende 

Of Engelond! / to Caunterbury they wende 16 

The holy blisful martir / for to seke 

That hem hath holpen whan Jiat they weere seeke 

Bifel Tpat in. that sesown on a day 

In Southwerk at the TabarcJ / as .1. lay 20 

Eedy to weenden / on my pilgrymage 

To Caunterbury / with ful deuout corage 

At nyght was come / in to that hostehye 

Wei .xxix. in a compaignye 24 

Of sondry folk / by auenture yfalle 

In felaweshipe / and pilgrymes weere they alle 

That toward Caunterbury wolden ryde 

1 HENGWBT 1 



GROUP A. FRAGMENT I. 

§ 1. GENEEAL PEOLOGUE. 
CAMBEIDGE UNIV. MS. Grg. 4. 27. 

(Its gaps are filled »» from Sari. 1768 and Sloane 1685.) 




[PrologUS. Libri. i:Hail.l758,leafl] 

P Ere begynneth the book . of tales of Caunterburye . com- 
piled by Geffi-aie Chaucers . of Brytayne chef poete. 

ian that ApriUe . with his schoures swote . 

The drought of Marche. hath perced to ])e rote . 

And bathed euery veyne . m suehe licoure . 

Of whiche vertue . engendnd ys the floure . 4 

And ^ephirus eke . with his swete breth . 

Enspired hath . m euerie holt and heth . 

The tendre croppes . and the yong sonne . 

In to the Eam . his half cours ronne . 8 

And smale fowles . maken melodye 
That slepen aft the nyght with open eye . 
So priketh hem nature . m here corages . 
Than longen folk . to gon in pilgrymages . 12 

And palmers for to seke straunge strondes 
To feme halwes . couthe in sondry londes . 
And specialy from euerie schires ende . 
Of Englond to Caunterburye thei wende . 16 

The holy blisfuft martyr for to seke 
That hem hath holpen . whan Jiat Jiei were seke . 
Byfett that . m that sesouw on a daye . 
In suthwerk . at the Thabard as I laye . 20 

Eedy to wenden . on my pilgrymage . 
To Caunterbury . with fuft deuoute corage . 
At nyght was come . m to Jjat hostehye . 
Weft nyne and twenty . m a companye . 24 

Of sondry folk . by auenture falle . 
In felschip . and pilgrymes were J)ei alle . 
That towarde Cauntirbury . wolde ryde 

1 CAMBKiDGE 1 [this page, Harl. MS. 1758.] 



GROUP A, FEAGMENT I. 

§ 1. GENERAL PEOLOGUE. 
COEPUS MS. (Oxford). 

CN.B. The first 72 lines, and other gaps, are supplied from MS. 
Arch. Seld. B. 14, Bodleian Library.] 




Here bigynnetn the prolog of this hoot the whioti is namede the talis 
of Caunturbnry lu the whiche prolog thantour openly declaritn the 
names of alle the pilgremes there eondicioures and there array. 

HaiD that Apprille / witB his shouns soote 

tlie drought of Marche / hatB persiiid to the roote 

and bathed euery veyne m swict lieoure 

of -which veHue / engendrid is the floure 4 

whan zepherus eke / with his swete brethe 

mspirid hath / in euery holt and hethe 

the tendre croppis / and the yonge sonne 

hath m the Earn / his halff cours I-roiine 8 

and smale fowlis make melodie 

that slepen al nyght / with open eyghe 

so priketh hem nature / m here coragis 

that longen folk to gon / on pilgn'magis 12 

and Palmeris for to seke strange strondes 

to seme halowes couthe / in sondre londes 

and specially / from euery shiris ende 

of Ingelond to Caunturbery thei wende 16 

the holy bUsfuft marter / for to seke 

that hem hath holpen / whan thei were seke 

bifili that on that sesofi on a day 

in Suthwork" atte Tabard as I lay 20 

redy to wende / on my pilgrimage 

to Cauntwbury / with ful deuout corage 

at night was come / in-to that hostene 

wel .xxix? m a companye 24 

of sondry folk / bi auenture I-falle 

in feloshipe / and pilgremes were thei alle 

that toward! Caunterbury wolde ryde 

1 CORPUS 1 [this page, Arch. Seld. B. 14.] 



GROUP A. FRAGMENT L 



§ 1. GENEEAL PEOLOGUE. 



PETWORTH MS. 




8 



12 



"Han that AprUle with his shoures soote [leafii 
The droughf of marche hath perced to fe roote 
And bathes eiiery veyne m swich lieoure 
Of which vertue engendrid is fe floure 4 

Whan zephirus et with his swete breth 
Lispired hath ui euery holt and heth 
The tendre croppis and Jje yonge sonne 
Hath m the ram his halfe cours yronne 

And smale foules make melodye 

That slepen al nyght with open eyghe 

So prikeji hem nature m here corages 

Than longen folk" to gon on pilgrymages 

And palmers for to seke straunge strondes 

To feme halowes couthe m sondry londes 

And specially fram euery shires ende 

Ofi engelond to Caunterbury they wende 

The holy blisseful martir' for to seke 

Thaf hem hath holpen when that ])ey were seke 

Byfille Jjaf m thaf sesoh) on aday 

In soutliwerk* atte Tabbard as I lay 

Eedy to wende on my pilgrymage 

To Cantirbury with ful devonf corage 

At nyhf was come m to Jjat* hostellerye 

Wel nyne and twenty on a companye 

Ofi sondry folfc by auenture yfalle 

In felasclnpe and, pilgrymes were fey alle 

That" toward Cantirbery wolde ryde 

1 PETWOBTtt 1 



20 



24 



GROUP A. FRAGMENT I. 

§ 1. GEKEEAL PEOLOGUE. 
LANSDOWNE MS. 851. 

[Note: after very many final c, e, f, g, k, r, s, t, there is a stroke or a tag, 
The number is so great, sometimes 6 or 7 m 1 line, that I am obliged to 
disregard all.] 




Ineipit prologus fabulanw« Cantuanews«Mm. [leaf 2] 

'Han fat ApriUe wyfe his schoures soote . 

fe drought of Marche hafe perced to pe roote . 

And bafes euery veyne in suche lycoure . 

Of whiche vertue engender is fe floure . 4 

Whan ^ephirus eke -with his swete brepe . 

Inspired hafe m euery holte and hethe . 

The tendre croppes and pe 3onge sonne . 

Hafe in Jje Ea^wme his half cours ronne . 8 
And Smal foules maken melodye . 
pat slepen al nyht wip open . yhe 
So prikkejj hem nature m her corages 
Than longen folke to gone one pilgrimages. 12 

And palmeres for to seeke straungere strondes . 
To feme halowes cowpe in sundre londes . 
And specialy from euery schyres ende . 
Of Ingelonde to Canterburi })ei wende 16 

The holy bUsful Martir' for to seke 
That hem haji holpen whan pei were seke 
It be-fel pan in pat sesone vpon a daie 
In Suthewerke att pe tabard as .1. laie 20 

Eedi to wende on my pilgremage . 
To Canterburie wip ful deuoute Corage 
At nyhte was come m-to pat hostellerie 
Wel J^yne and twente on a companye 24 

Of sondre folke be auenture yfalle 
In felauschipe and Pilgrimes were pei aUe 
To-warde Canterburi pat wolde ride 

1 LANSDOWNE 1 



2 GROtrp A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Ellcsmere MS. 



2 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Hengwrt MS. 



2 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Cambridge MS. 



32 



36 



40 



The diambres and tke stables weren "wyde 28 

And wel we weren esed atte beste 
And shortly / whan the sonne was to reste 
So hadde L spoken / with hem everyohon) 
That I was / of hir felaweshipe anon 
And made forward / erly for to ryse 
To take oure wey / ther as I yow deuyse 
T)ut nathelees / whil I haue tyme and space 
-^ Er that" I ferther / m this tale pace 
Me thynketh it acordaunt to resofi 
To telle yow / al the condicion 
Of ech of hem / so as it semed me 
And whiche they were / and of what degree 
And eek" m what array / that they were Inne 
And at a knygSt / than wol I first bigynne 
A knyght ther was / and that a worthy man ir Knygnt' 
-'*- That fro the tyme / that he first bigan 44 

To liden out / he loued chiualrie 
Trouthe and honour / fredom and curteisie 
fiul worthy was he / m his lordes werre 
And therto / hadde he riden / no man ferre 48 

As wel m cristendom / as in Hethenesse _ [leaf s, back] 

And euere / honoured for his worthynesse 
IT At Alisaundre he was / whan it was wonne 
fful ofte tyme / he hadde the bord bigonne 52 

Abouen alle nacions m Pruce 
In Lettow / hadde he reysed and in Euce 
IN'o cristen man so ofte of his degree 

In Gernade / at the seege eek hadde he be 56 

Of Algezir /. and riden in Belmarye 
At Lyeys was he / and at Satalye 
"Whan they were wonne / and m the grete See 
At many a noble Armee / hadde he be 60 

At mortal bataiUes / hadde he been fiftene 
And foughten for oure feith at Tramyssene 
In lystes thnes / and ay slayn his foo 

ELLESMEKE 2 



The chambres and the stables / weeren wyde 28 

And wel we weeren esed / at the beste 

And shortly whan the sonne was to reste 

So hadde I spoken with hem euerichoon 

That I was of hir felaweshipe anoon 32 

And maade forward / erly for to ryse [ieaf2,backj 

To take oure wey / ther as .1. yow deuyse 

^ But nathelees / while .1. haue tyme and space 

Er that I ferther / in this tale pace 36 

Me thynketh if acordant to resown 

To telle yow / al the condiciown 

Of eeoh of hem / so as it seemed me 

And whiohe they weere and of what degree 40 

And eek m what array / fat they weere Inne 

And at a knyght" thanne wol I first bigjrnne 

% A knyght ther was / and that a worthy man Knyght' 

That fro the tyme / fat he first bigan 44 

To ryden out* he loued chiualrye 

Trouthe and honowr / fredom and curteisye 

fful worthy was he / in his lordes werre 

And ther to hadde he ryden / no man ferre 48 

As wel in cristendom / as hethenesse 

And euere honured / for his worthynesse 

% At Alisaundre he was / whan it was wonno 

fful ofte tyme / he hadde the bord bigonne 52 

Abouen alle nacions / in Pruce 

In lettow / hadde he reysed / and m Euce 

ISTo cristen man so ofte / of his degree 

In Gernade at the seege eek hadde he be 56 

At Algizir / and ryden m BeLnarye 

At lyeys was he / and at Satalye 

Whan they weere wonne / and m the grete see 

At many a noble armee / hadde he bee 60 

^ At mortal bataiUes / hadde he been fiftene 

And foghten for oure feyth / at Tramyssene 

In lystes thryes / and ay slayn his foo 
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[The chambres . and the stables weren wyde . [Haii. 1758] 28 

And wett were esid . at the beste . 

And schortly . whan the sonne was to reste . 

So had I spoken . with hem euerychon . 

That I was . of here felaschip anon. 32' 

And made forward . erly for to ryse . 

To take oure way . there as I you deuyse 

But natheles . while I haue tyme and space . 

Or that I ferfer . in this tale pace .] 36 

Me thynketh it a-cordaunt to resoun 

To telle 50W / al the conohusyoun 

Of eche of hem as it semyth me 

And whiche fey were & of what degre 40 

And ek ia what aray fat they were inne 

And at a knyjt f awne wele I ferst begynne 

IT A knyght fere was & that a worthy man Miles ion the 

■>° ' •> left. OnthengU. 

That from the tyme that he ferst began inaiateriiand.uke 

" all the subsequent 

To rydyn out he louede Chyualrye names,-] Knyth 



IThe Cambridge MS., 

leaf 182, begins here.] 



Trouthe honour fredom & curteysie 
fful worthi was he in hese lordis werre 
And therto hadde he / redyn noman ferre 
As wel in cristyndom as in hethnesse 
And euere honoured for hese worthynesse 
^ At Alisan^ir he was whan it was wonne 
And ofte tyme / he hadde f e bord begunne 
A-bouyn alle nacyouwnys in Pruce 
In lectowe hadde he reysed & in reuce 
ISon cristene man so ofte / of his degre 
In gernage at f e sege ek hadde he be 
Of Algazer & redyn in balmarye 
At leyeys was he & at satalye 
Whan they were wonne & in f e grete see 
At manye a nobU. aryue hadde he be 
At mortal bataylis hadde he be fiftene 
And [foughten] for oure feith at tramessene 
In lystis thryis / & ay slayen his fo 
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the ohambres and stablis weren wyde 28 

and wel -weren eased at the teste 
and shortly whan the sonne was to reste 
so hadde I spokyn / with hem euerychon 
that I was of here feloshipe anon 32 

and made forward erly for to ryse [Arch. sew. b. u, leaf i, tact] 
to take onre wey / there as I yow devise 
but nertheles while I haue tyme and space 
or that I ferther m this tale pace 
me thynketh it accordant* to reson 
to telle yow al the condicion 
of ech of hem so as it semed me 
and which they were and of what degre 
and eke m what array that thei were mne 
and at a knyght than woit I first higynne 
A knyght ther was and that a worthi man t A knyght. 
■^ that fro the tyme / that he first bigan 
to riden owt / he loued chyualrie 
trouth and honour / fredom and curtesie 
ful worthi was he / m his lordis werre 
and ther-to had he riden / no man ferre 
as wel in cristendom / as in hethenesse 
and euere honoured / for his worthynesse 
At Alisandre he was whan it was wonne 
ful ofte tyme he hadde the bord bigonne 
aboven alle nact'ons in Pruce 
in Lectow hadde he reysed and in Euce 
no cristenman / so ofte of his degre 
in Garnade at the sege eke hadde he be 
of Algezire and riden m Belmarye 
at Lyeis was he and at Satalye 
whan thei were wonne and in the grete see 
at many a noble arme hadde he be 
at mortal batailles had he ben ffiftene 
and fougfiten for our" feith at Tramessene 
in listes thries and ay slajru his foo 
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The Chambres and stables weren wyde 
And wel weren ese(S atte beste 
And schortly whan the sonne was to reste 
So hadde I spoken with hem euerychon 
That I was of here felaschipe anon 
And made forward erly for to ryse 
To take oure wey there as I you deuyse 
But natheles whil I haue tyme and space 
Or faf I ferther m this tale pace 
Me thynkej) if accordanti to reson) 
To telle yow al the Condicion) 
Of* ech of hem so as if semed me 
And whiche they were, and of whaf degre 
And eke m whaf array faf they were Inne 
And af a knyghf ]ian I wol firsf bigynne 
A knyghf jjer was and faf a worthy man 
■^^ That fro fe tyme Jiat he fersf bigan 
To riden ouf. he louede Chyualrye 
Trouthe and honour fredom and curtesye 
fful worthy was he m his lordis werre 
And therto hadde he ryden no man ferre 
As wel in Cristendom as m hethenesse 
And euere honoured for his worthynesse 
IT At Alisaundre he was whan it [was] wonne 
fful ofte tyme he hadde the bord bigonne 
Aboven alle naciouws m Pruce 
In lettowe had he reysed and in Euce 
'Eo cristene man so ofte of" his degre 
In Gernade at the sege efc hadde he be 
Of Algezire and riden m behnarye 
At Lyeis was he and at Satalye 
When they were wonne and m the grete see 
At many a noble armeye had he be 
At mortel batailles had he ben fyftene 
And fouSten for oure faith at tramessene 
In lystes thryes. and ay slayne his foo 
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The Chambres and stables weren wyde 

And wele weren esede at pe beste 

An schortly whan ))6 son was to reste 

So had .1. spoken wj'tA hem euerychone 

Jat .1. was of her" felawschep anone 

And maade forwarde erly for to rise 

To take owre waie jiare as .1. 30W6 deuise 

Bot nafeles while .1. haue time and space 

Er fat .1. forjier m Jjis tale pace . 

Me JjenkeJ) it accordant to resone 

To tett jowe alle Jje condicione 

Of iche of hem so as it semed me 

And whiche fei were and of whate degre 

And eke m whatte araie )jat Jjei were mne 

And att a knyhte fan wold .1. furst be-gmne . 

A Knyght fere was and fat a worf i manne 

That fro f e time fat he first be-ganne 

To ryden owte he loued cheualrie 

Treuf e and honoure fredome and curtesie 

fful worf 1 was he m his lordes werre 

And f ar-to had he riden no man so ferre 

As wele in Cristendom as m heyf ennesse 

And euere honoured for his worf messe . 

Att Alisander he was whan it was wonne 

fful oft time he had f e horde be-gonne 

Aboue al nacions m Pruce 

In Lettowe had he reysed and m Euce 

ISo Cristeneman so oft of his degre 

In Gernade att f e sege eke had he be 

Of Algezire and riden had m Belmarye 

Att Leyes was he and att Satilye 

Whan f ei were wonne . and m f e grete see 

Att mony a noble Arme had he bee 

Att Mortel Batailles had he be fiftene 

And fowhten for owre feif e att Tramessene . 

In listes fries and ay sleyne his foo 
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GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. EUesmcre MS. 3 

Tills ilke worthy knygBt" hadde been also 64 

Somtyme / with the lord of Palatye 

Agayn / another hethen in Turkye 

And eueremoore / he hadde a souereyn prys 

And though >ot he were worthy he was wys 68 

And of his port / as meeke as is a mayde 

He neuere yet / no vileynye ne sayde 

In al his lyf / vn to no maner wighf 

He was "a verray paifit gentil Itnyght 72 

^ But for to tellen yow / of his array 

His hors weren goode / but he was iiat gay 

Of ffustian / he wered a gypoh) 

Al bismotered with his habergeon) 76 

ffor he was late / ycome from his viage 

And wente / for to doon his pilgrymage 

With hym ther was his sons a yong< Squier t Sqmer 

A louyere / and a lusty Bacheler 80 

With lokkes crulle / as they were leyd in presse 
Of twenty yeer of Age / he was I gesse 
Of his stature / he was of euene lengths 
And wonderly delyuere / and of greet strengths 84 

And he hadde been somtyme m chyuachie 
In fflaundres / m Artoys and Pycardie 
And bom hym weel / as of so litel space 
In hope / to stonden m his lady grace 88 

Embrouded was he / as it were a meede 
Al ful of fresshe floures / whyte and reede 
Syngynge he was / or floytynge al the day 
He was as fressB / as in the Monthe of May 92 

Short was his gowns / ■witJi sleues longs and wyde 
Wsl koude he sitte on hors and fairs ryde 
Hs koude songss make / and wel endits 
luste and eek daunce / and weel purtreye and write 96 
So hoote he louede / that by nyghtsrtals Oeaf 6] 

Hs slepte namoore than dooth a nyghtyngale 
Cuiteis he was / lowely / and seruysable 
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If This ilke worthy knyghf hadde been also 64 

Somtyme / with the lord of Palatye 

Agayn another hsthen in Turkye 

And euere moore / he hadde a souereyn prys 

And thogh pat he weere worthy / he was wys 68 

And of his poort" as meke / as is a mayde 

N"e neuere yef no vileynye he sayde 

In al his lyl^ vn-to no manere wight 

He was a verray perfif gentil knyghf 72 

But for to teUen yow / of his array Deaf s: 

Hise hors wssrs goode / but he ne was nat gay 

Of ffustian / he wersd a gypon 

Al bismotsred / with his haubergeon) 76 

ffor he was laats / comen from his viage 

And wente / for to doon his pilgrymage 

^ "With hym / ther was his sone a yong^ Squyer Squyer. 

A louere / and a lusty Bachiler 80 

With lokkes crulle / as they weere Isyd m presse 

Of .XX. yesr / he was of ags I gesse 

Of his stature / he was of euene lengths 

And wonderly delyuere / and of grsst strsngths 84 

And he hadde bssn som tyme / m chiuachys 

In fflaundres / m Artoys / and Picardye 

And born hym wel / as in so litel space 

In hope / to stonden / in his lady grace 88 

^ Embrouded was he / as it weers a meeds 

Al ful of frssshe flourss / white and reeds 

Syngyngs hs was / or floytynge al the day 

Hs was as fressB / as is the Monthe of May 92 

Short was his gowne / with sleues / longe & wyde 

"Wel koude he sitte on hors / and faire ryde 

He koude songss wsl make / and endite 

lusts and eek daunce / and wel portrsys and write 96 

So hoote he loued / that by nyghtertale 

He slepte namoore / than dooth a nyghtyngale 

Curteys he was / lowely / and seruysable 
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This ilke worthi knyth hadde ben also 64 

SujBtyme with Je lord of Palatye 
Ageyn anothir hethen / m Turkye 
And suersmor he hadde a souereyn prys 
And thow that he were worthy he was wys 68 

And of hese port as meke as is a mayde 
He neuere 3it now velany ne sayde 
In al his lyjf vn to no maner wight 

Hs was a weray periit gentil knyjt 72 

But for to telle 50W of his aray [leat is2, back] 

Hese hors were goode / but he was not gay 
Of fustien he wsrsde a lopouM 

Al besloteryd vnth hese habrriouw 76 

for hs was late come from hese vyage 
And wente for to don here pilgrymage 
V With hym jiere was / hese sons a ^ong squyer Squyer 

A louere / & a lusty bacheleer 80 

With lokkis crulle as pej were leyd in presse 
Of twenty ^er / of age he was I gesss 
Of hese stature / he was of euene lenthe 
And wonderly delyuere / & of gret strenthe 84 

And he hadde ben sumtyme In ohyuachis 
In fflaurederis m artoys / & m pikardys 
And boryw wsl as of so litil spase 

In hops to stondyn / m hsse lady grace 88 

Enbroudit was he / as it were a mede 
Al ful of frossche flourys white & rede 
Syngywgs hs was or floutywgs al ths day 
Hs was as frosch as is ths monyth of may 92 

Schort was his goujzns / with sleuys longs & wide 
Wel coude hs sitts on hors / & fayrs ryde 
He couds songis make / & fa5Te endite 
lusts & sk dauwse / & wel portrsye & wryte 96 

So hote he louede fat be nyghter tale 
■He slepte no mors than doth a nyghtyngale 
Curtsis he was loueH & ssruysable 

CAMBKLDGE 3 



GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PIIOLOGUE. CorpUS MS. 3 

this like -wortM knygBt hadde ben also 64 

somtyme wit6 the lord of Palatye 

ayeyne another hethen in Turkye 

and eue/'e-more he had a souerayne prys 

and though that he was worthy he was wys 68 

and of his port as meke as is a mayde [MS. Arch. Seid. b. u, if 2.] 

he neuere yit no vilonye ne saide 

in al his liff / Tna no manere wigtt 

he was a verry perfit gentitt knight 72 

ffor to telle 30W oi* his array IThe Corpus MS. iegms here] 

His hors were goode hut he was nof gay 

Of fustion he wered a gepon 

Al hismotered with his haburgon 76 

ffor he was late y-come from his Tiage 

And wente for to don his pilgrimage 

Wi]) him per was his sone a jong* squier 

A louyere and a lusty bacheler 80 

Wi]) lockes cruUe as fei were leyd m presse 

Of .XX. ^eer of" age he was I gesse 

Of his statuture (sio) he was of euene lengfe 

And wonderly deliuere and gret" of' strengfe 84 

And he hadde be somtyme in Chiuachie 

In fflaundres m artoys and Pykardie 

and bom him wel as of so litel space 

In hope to stonden m his lady grace 88 

Embroyded was he as it were a mede 

Alt ful of" freissche floures white and reede 

Syngmg he was or iioytynge al ]>e day 

He was als freissch as is f e monjj of* may 92 

Schorf was his gowne wif sleeues longe and wyde 

Wel coujje he sitte on an hors and faire ride 

He coujie songes make and wel endite 

Juste and eek" daunce and wel purteray and write 96 

So bote b-O loued faf by mghter tale 

He sleep nomore fan dof a nightyngale 

Courteys he was lowly and sermsable 
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This ilke worthy knyghf had ben also 
Somtyme with the lord of Palatye 
Ayeyn an othir hethen in Turkye 
And euere more he hadde a souereyne pry 
And though fat he was worthy he was wys 
And of his porf as meke as is a mayde 
He neuer yet no velonye ne sayde 
In al his lyf vnto no manere wighf 
He was a verrey paifif gentil knyghf 
ffor to tellen yow of his array 
His hors weren gode. but* he was not gay 
Of fustyon) he werede a gepon 
Al bismotered with his habirgeon) 
ffor he was late ycome from his Tiage 
And wente for to don his pilgrymage 
TTfith hym fer was his sone a yong squyere 
^' A louyere and a lusty bachelere 
With lockes cruUe as they were leyd in presse 
Of twenty yere of age he was I gesse 
Of his stature he was of euene lengtne 
And wondirly delyuere and gref of strengthe 
And he hadde be somtyme in chyuachye 
In £flau?2dres m Artoys and in Pikardye 
And born him wel as of so litil space 
In hope to stonde m his lady grace 
Embroyded was he as it were a mede 
Att ful of fresshe floures white and rede 
Syngynge he was. or floytynge al the day 
He was also fressh as ys fe moneth of may 
Short was his gowne with sieves longe and wyde 
Wel koude he sitte on an hors and faire ryde 
Ho koude songes make, and wel endite 
luste and eke dau?zce and wel portrey and write. 
So bote he louede. that by nygter tale 
He slepte namore than doth a nyghtyngale 
Corteys he was lowely and servisable 
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This ilke worjji knyhte hade bene also 

Some tim wife fe lorde of Palatye 

A^eme anof er heifen ia Turkye 

And euer more he had a souereme prise 

And foughe fat he was worfi he was wise 

And of his porte as meke as is a maide 

He neuer jit no velany seide 

In al his hfe til no maner wyght 

He was a ven-ey perfite gentil knyht 

ffor to tel 30we of his araye 

His hors was goode bot he was nouhte gaye 

Off ffustion he werede a Gepon 

Aft be-smoterde wif his haburgen . 

ffor he was late come fro his viage 

And went for to done his Pilgrimage 

Wif hime fare was his sowne a jonge swiere 

A louyer and a lusti bachellere 

Wif lokkes crulle as f ei were leide in presse 

Of .XX. jeres of age he was .1. gesse . 

Of his stature he was of euen lengef e 

And wonderly deliuer . and grete of strenkefe 

And he had be sume time in cheuabie 

In fflandres m Artoys and in Pykardie 

And borne him wele as of so litel space 

In hope to stonden in his lady grace 

Embrowded was he as it were a mede 

Al ful of frissche flowres white and rede 

Singemge he was or flowteinge al f e daie 

He was al so fresche as is f e monef of maie . 

Schort was his goune wM sleues longe and wide 

Wele couf e he sitte on an horse and faire ride 

He couf e songes make and wele endite 

luste and eke daunce and wele purtreie and write 

So bote he loued fat be nyghter tale 

He slepete no more fan dof e f e nyhtegale 

Corteis he was lowly and seruisable 
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And carf / biforn his fader at the table 

AYeman hadde he / and seruantz name 
At that tynie / for hym lists ride soo 
And he was clad / m cote and hood of grene 
A sheef of pec ok arwes / bright and kene 
Vnder his belf he bar ful thriftily 
"Wei koude he / dresse his takel yemanly 
Hise arwes drouped noghf 'With fetheres lows 
And in his hand / he baar a myghty bowe 
A not heed hadde he / with a broun visage 
Of -woodecraft / wel koude he al the vsage 
Vp on his arm / he baar a gay bracer 
And by his syde / a swerd / and a bokeler/ 
And on that oother syde / a gay daggere 
Harneised wel / and sharps as point of spere 
A Cnstophere on his bresf of siluer sheene 
An horn he bar / the bawdryk was of grene 
A fforster was he / soothly as I gesse 
^her was also / a Nonne a Pkioressb 
-*• That of hir smylyiig / was ful symple and coy 
Hire gretteste ooth / was but by semt Loy 
And she was cleped / madame Eglentyne 
fiul weel she soong* the seruice dyuyne, 
Entuned m hir nose / ful semeely 
And frenssR / she spak / ful faire and fetisly 
After the soole of Stratford' atte Bowe 
ffor frenssh of Parys / was to hire vnknowe 
At mete / wel ytaughf was she with alle 
She leet no morsel / from hir lippes falle 
K'e wette hir fyngres / m hir sauce depe 
"Wel koude she cane a morsel / and wel kepe 
That no drope / ne Me vp on hire brist 
In curteisie was set ful much el hir hst/ 
Hire ouer lippe / wyped she so clene 
That m hir coppe / ther was no ferthyng sens 
Of grece / whan she dronken hadde hir draughte 
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And carf bifom his fader / at the table 
^ A Yeman he hadde / and seruantz namo 
At that tyme / for hym Hste ryde so 
And he was clad / in coote and hood of greene 
A sheef of Pecok arwes / brighf and keene 
Vnder his belf he bar ful thriftily 
"Wel koude he dresse his takel yemanly 
His arwes drowped noghf with fetheres lowe 
And in his hand / he bar a myghty bowe 
A not heed hadde he / with a broun visage 
Of wodecraft / koude he wel al the vsage 
Vp on his arm / he bar a gay bracer 
And by his syde / a swerd and a Bokeler 
And on that oother syde / a gay daggere 
Harneysed wel / and sharpe / as poynf of spere 
A Cristoiie on his bresf of siluer sheene 
An horn he bar / the bawdryk" was of greene 
A fforster was he / soothly as I gesse 
^ Ther was also / a E"onne a Prioresse 
That of hir smylyng" was ful symple and coy 
Hir gretteste ooth / was but by Semt Loy 
And she was clepyd / madame Eglentyne 
fful wel she soong" the seruyce dyuyne, 
Entuned m hir nose / ful semely 
And frenssh she spat ful faire and fetisly 
After the soole / of Stratford at the Bowe 
ffor frenssh of Parys / was to hire vnknowe 
At mete / wel ytaughf was she with alle 
She leef no morsel / from hir lyppes faUe 
'Ne wette hir fyngres / m hir sauce deepe 
Wel koude she carye a morsel / and wel keepe 
That no drope / fiUe vp on hir brisf 
In curteisye / was set muchel hir lisf 
Hir ouer lyppe / wyped she so cleene 
That m hir coppe / ther was no ferthyngi scene 
Of grece / whan she dronken hadde hir draghte 

HENGWET i 



100 

Yeman. 



104 



108 



112 

Deaf 3, back] 



116 



Pnoresse. 



120 



124 



128 



132 



And karf be-forn hese fadir at the table 

IT A jeman hadde he & seruawztys no moo 

At that tyme / for he leste ryde soo 

And he was clad m cote & hod of grene 

A schef of pekok / arwys bryjte & schene 

Vndir his belte he bar ful thryftyly 

Wel coude he dresse hese takil yemanly 

Hese arwis droupede nought with federys lowe 

And m his hand he bare a myghty bowe 

A not hed hadde he / with a broun vesage 

Of wode craft wel coude he al J)e usage 

Vp on his arm he bar a gay braser 

And by his side / a swerd & a bokeler 

And on that oper side a gay daggere 

Harneysed wel / & schrap as poynt of spere 

A Cristofere / on his brest of siluyr schene 

An horn he bar jje baudryk was of grene 

A foster was he sothli as I gesse 

Ther was also a nunne a prieresse 

% That of here smylyng was ful simple & coy 

Here gretteste oth was but be seynt loy 

And sche was clepid Madame Eglentyne 

fful wel sche song / fe seruyse of deuyne 

Entuned m here nose so semely 

AM french sche spak ful fayre & fetysely 

As aftyr pe schole of stratforthe at the bowe 

ffor french of parys was to here onknowe 

IT At mete wel I-taujt / was sche with alle 

Sche let no morsel / from here lyppis falle 

We wette here fyngyr / m here sause depe 

Wel couthe sche carye a morsel / & wel kepe 

That no drope ne fel vp on here brest 

In curteysie was set ful meohe here lyst 

Hire ouere lippe wipede sche so klene 

That m hire coppe per was / no ferthyng sene 

Of gres / whan sche dronkyn / hadde her draught 
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and karf biforn his fader atte table 100 

A jeman hadde he and seruantes namo 

At fat time for liim lists ride so 

And he was clad m coote and hood of greene 

A scheef of pocofc' arwes bright and keens 104 

Vnder his belf he bar ful friftUy 

"Wei coufs hs drssss his takel jimanly 

His arwes droupsd nought" wiji fetherss lows 

And m his bond he bar a mighty bows 108 

A not-hsd hadds hs wij; a bro?/n Tisage [leaf 2, back] 

Of" woods-craft" wel coujie he al fe vsage 

Vpon his arm hs bar a gay bracsr 

And by his syde a swerd and a boclsr 112 

And on ])af ojjer side a gay daggers 

Harnaysed wel and scharp as point" of" spers 

A C^mfophre on his brest" of" ssluer schens 

An horn he bar fe bawdrik" was of" grene 116 

A foster was he sofly as I gesss 

Thsr was also a JSTonne a Prioresse 

That" of" hir smyhng" was ful symple a[nd] coy 

Hir grsttssf of was but" by ssmf loy 120 

And schs was clsped ma dame Englsntyne 

ifol wel sohe song" Jie seruise diume 

Entuned in hir nose ful semsly 

And frenssch sohe spak" ful faire and fetisly 124 

After fe scole of" stratforJ atts Bows 

ffor ffrsnssh of" Parys was to hire vnknowe 

At" mete wel I-taughf was schs wif-aft 

Schs leef no morsett from hire hppes falle 128 

Ife wete hire fyngres m hir sauce deeps 

Wel coujje schs cane a morsel and wel ksepe / 

That" no drope ne fstt vpon hir brsste 

In Curtesys was sette ful moche hirs lests 132 

Hir ouer lippe wypsd sche so cleene 

That" in hir cupps Jjer was no ferthing" sssne 

Of grete whan sche dronksn hadde hir draughts 
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And karf biforn his fadir at the table 

AlS'othir yeman hadde he and seruantes na mo 

At" that" tyme. for hym lysf ryde so 

And hs was clad in coote and hood of" grene 

A shsef" of" pocok" arewes bryght" and ksne 

Yndir his bslt" he bar fuU thriftily 

Wel couthe he dresse his takel yemanly 

Hise arewss droupsd noght" with feferes lows 

And m his hond hs bar a myghty bows 

A not" hed hadde he with a broun visage 

Of* wods craft wsl coiiths he al the vsage 

Vppon his arme he bar a gay bracer" 

And by his side a swerd and a bokeler" 

And on that ofir syde a gay daggers 

Harneysed wel and sharp as poynt" of" spers 

A C'r2sfoflfrs on his brsst" of selusr shsne 

An horn hs bar the bawdrik" was of grsne 

A foster was he sotly as I gesse 

npiier was a nowne also a pnoresse 

-*- That" of hir smylynge was ful symple and coy 

Hire grettesf ooth was but" by sey[n]te loy 

And she was clepid ma dame Englentyne 

fful wel she song" the seruyss divyne 

Entuned m hire nose ful ssmyly 

And frenshe she spak" ful faire and fetysly 

Aftir the skole of StratforcJ atte bowe 

ffor feensch of Parys was to hire vnknowe 

At mste wel I-taught was sche with alls 

She leet" no morsel from hir lippes falls 

"Ee, wets hire fyngres m hire sauss depe 

Wel couthe she carys a morsel and wel kepe 

That no drope ns fiUe vppon hirs breste 

In curtesye was set" ful mochsl hirs Isste 

Hire ouer lippe wiped she so clene 

That in hir cuppe thsr was no fsrthing sene 

Of grsce whan shs dronksn hadde hirs dtaugfite 
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And karf to-for his fader att fe table 

A ^oman had he and seruantes no moo 

Att Jjat time for him liste ride soo 

And he was cladde m cote and hoode of grene 

A scheef of pokoke arwss briht and ksne 

Vnder his belte he bare ful freftelis 

Wele couJje hs drese his takel ^emonlie 

His arwes drouped nouht wif fejisres lowe 

And m his honde he bare a myhti bowe 

A notte hsde had hs wiJi a broune visage 

Of wodscraft wels coufs hs al fe vsage 

Ypon his arme ho bars a gaie brassre 

And be his side a swsrde and a bokelere 

And on fat ofere side a gaie daggere . 

Herneyste wele and scharpe as fs points of a spers 

A cAmifofur on his brssts of siluer schens . 

An horns he bare fe bawdrik was of grens 

A forstsr was he sofelye as .1. gesse 

IT Thars was also a Norms a Prioresse 

That of hir smyleynge was ful simple and coye 

Her" grettest ofe was bot be seint Loye . 

And sche was cleped Madame Englsntyns 

fful wsle sche songe f s ssruise deuine 

Entuned in hir nose ful semely . 

And franche sche spake ful fairs and fetisly 

After f s scols att Stretford att Bows 

ffor frenche of Paris was to hire vnknowe 

Att mete wels ytauhte was sche wM-afl: 

Schs Ists no morsel fro hir lippss fatt 

INe wete hir fingerss in hir saucs depe 

Wele coufe sche cary a morsel and wel keps 

fat no drope ns fsl vpon hir brssts 

In curtesie was sette ful muchsl hsr Isste 

Hir" ouere-lippe schs wypsd so clens 

That in hir copps f er was no fat f ings sene 

Of grecs whan sche had dronken hu' drawhte 
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fful semely / after lur mete she raughte 136 

And sikerly / she -was of greet desporf 

And ful plesaimt / and ainyahle of porf 

And peyned hire to countrefete cheere 

Of Courf and to been estathch of man ere 140 

And to ben holden digne of reuerence 

But for to speken of hire conscience 

She was so charitable and so pitous 

She wolde wepe / if that she saugh a Mous 144 

Kaught m a trappe / if it were deed or bledde Deaf 6, back] 

Of smale houndes / hadde she fat she fedde 

With rosted flessh / or Milk / and wastel breed 

But soore wepte she / if any of hem were deed 148 

Or if men smoot it / with a yerde smerte 

And al was conscience and tendre herte 

fful semyly / hir wympul pynched was 

Hire nose tretys / hir eyen greye as glas 152 

Hir mouth ful smal / and ther to softe and reed 

But sikerly / she hadde a fair forhee(J 

It was almoosf . a spanne brood I trowe 

ffor hardily / she was nat ^ndergrowe 156 

fful fetys was hir cloke / as I was war 

Of smal coral / aboute hire Arm she bar 

A peire of bedes / gauded al with grene 

And ther on / heng^ a brooch of gold ful sheene 160 

On which / ther was first write a crowned .A. 

And after / Amor vmoit omnia. 

Another ISFonne / wM hire hadde she ^ ^onne & .iij. 

' preestes. 

That was hire Ghapeleyne and preestes thre 164 

k Monk ther was / a fair for the maistrie t Monk/ 

^^ An outridere / that louede veneris 
A manly man / to been an Abbot able 
fful many a dejnitee hors / hadde he in stable 168 

And whan he rood / men myghte his brydel heere 
Gynglen /ma whistlynge wynd als cleere 
And eek" as loude / as dooth fe Chapel beUe 
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fful semely / after hir mete she raghte 136 

And sikerly /she was of greet" desporf 

And ful plesaunt and amyable of porf 

And peyned hire / to countrefete chiere 

Of Courf and been estatlich of manere 140 

And to been holden / digne of reuerence 

But for to speken / of hir conscience 

She was so charitable / and so pitous 

She wolde wepe / if fat she sawe a Mous 144 

Caught m a trappe / if it weere deed. / or bledde 

Of smale houndes / hadde she / fat she fedde 

"With rosted flessB / or mylk / and wastel breed 

But soore wepte she / if oon of hem weere deed 148 

Or if men smoof it / with a yerde smerte 
And al was conscience / and tendre herte 
fful semely / hir wympel pynched was 
Hir nose tretez / hir eyen / greye as glas 152 

Hir mouth ful smal / and ther to / softe and reed peat*] 
But sikerly / she hadde a fair forheed 
It was almoosf a spanne brood I trowe 
ffor hardily / she was nat vndergrowe 156 

fful fetys was hir cloke / as I was war 
Of smal Coral / aboute hir arm she bar 
A peyre of bedes / gauded al with greene 
And ther on heeng< a brooch of gold ful sheene 160 

On which / was first writen / a crowned .A. 
And after / amor Tincif omnia. 

\ Another Ifonne / with hire hadde she, Nonne Chap- 

That was hire Ghapeleyne / and preestes thre. thre prestes. 
\ A Monk ther was / a fair for the maystrye Monk/. 

An outrydere / thaf louede venerye 
A manly man / to been an Abbot able 
fful many a deyntee hors / hadde he m stable 168 

And whanne he rood / men myghte his brji'del heere 
Gyngle m a whistlynge wynd / as cleere 
And eet as loude / as dooth the Chapel belle 
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fful semely aftyr here mete sche raught 136 

And sekyrly sche was of gret disport 

And ful plesynge & amyable of port 

And peynede here to contyrfete chere 

Of court & to been / estatly of manere 140 

And to ben holde dygne of reuerence 

But for to spekyn of here concience 

Sche was so charytable & so pitous 

Sche wolde wepe ^if that sche seye a mous 144 

Kaii3t m a trappe jif it were ded or bledde [leaf iss, tack] 

Of smale houwdis hadde sche fat sche fedde 

With rostid flesoh or mylk or wastelbred 

But sore wepte sche 3if on of hem were ded 148 

Or jif men smot it with a jerde smerte 

And al was concience & tendere herte 

^ fful semely here wimpil pywched was 

Here nose tretis here eyen greye as glas 152 

Here mouth ful smal & f erto softe & red 

But sekjily / sche hadde a fayr forhed 

It was almost a spanne brod I trowe 

ffor hardily sche was not vndir-growe 156 

fful fetys was here cloke as I was war 

Of smale corl aboute here arm sche bar 

A peyre of bedis I-gaudeit al wM grene 

And f eron heng a broche of gold so kene 160 

On wich fere was wretyn a crouwd A 

And aftyr Amor Tincit omnia 

^ A nothir nonue with here hadde sche cnapeleyn 

^ That was here chapelen & prestis thre No»ue prest 

^ A monk fere was a fayr for the maystrye Monk 

An out ridere fat louede uenerye 

A manly man to ben an abbot able 

fful manye a deynte hors hadde he m stable 168 

And whan he rod men myjte his brydil here 

Gyngelyn m a whistelyng wynd als clere 

And ek as loude as doth the chapel belle 
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fful semely after hir mete sclie raughte 

And sikerly seh.e was oi' grefr disporte 

And ful plesant" and amyabl© of porte 

And peyned Mre to connterfete cheere 

Ofi courf and to ben estatlicli of" maneere 

And to ben holden digne of" retierence 

But* for to speken of* hii conscience 

Sche was so charitable and so pytous 

Sebe wolde weepe if" f af scbe sawe a mous 

KaugW m a trappe if if were deed or bledde 

Of smale houndes badde scbe jiaf scbe fedde 

Witb rested fleissb or mylk" or wastel brede 

But sore wepte scbe if oon of bem were dede 

Or if men smof it witb a jerde smerte/ 

And al was conscience and tendre berte/ 

fful semelicb bir wympil pyncbed was 

Hir nose was streigBtf bire ygben grey as glas 

Hir moutb ful smal and ferto softe and rede 

But* sikerly scbe badde a fair forbede 

If was almost a spanne brood I trowe 

ffor bardely scbe was nougbf Tndergrowe 

fful fetys was bit oloke as I was war 

Of smal coral aboute bir arm scbe bar 

A payre of bedes gauded al witb greens 

And J>er-on beng< a brocbe of gold ful scbeene 

On wbicb ])er was firsf writen witb a crowned A. 

And after . Amor vinoit omnia. 

Anojier IsTonne witb bir badde scbe / 

Tbaf was bir Cbapelleyne and prestes ]jre 

A Monk? Jjer was a fair for fe maistrie 

And ouf Eidere fat loued Tenerie 

A maidy man to ben an abbof able / 

fful many a deinte bors badde be in stable / 

And wban be rood men migbf bis brydel beere 

Gynglyng" in a wbistlyng" wynd as cleere 

And eek" as lowde as do]) fe cbapel belle 
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fful semyly aftir bir mete sbe raugbte 136 

And sikerly sclie was of gref disporte 

And ful plesaunt and amable of porte 

And peynede bire to counterfete ohere 

Of courf . and to ben estatlicbe of manere 

And to be bolden digne of reuerence 

But for to speken of bir Conciense 

Sbe was so cbaritable and so pitous 

Sbe wolde wepe yif tbaf sbe saub a mous 

Kaugb[t] m a trappe yif it were ded or bledde 

Of smale boundes bad sbe tbaf sbe fedde 

"Witb rostid flessb or mylt or wastolbrede 

Buf sore wepte sbe yf oon of bem were dede 

Or yf men smoot yf witb a yerde smerte 

And al was conscience and tendre berte 

fful semelicbe hire wympil pyncbid was 

Hir nose was streigbf . hire eighen grey as glas 

Hire moutb ful smal and tberto softe and rede 

But sekerly sbe badde a fair forbede 

It was almost a spanne brood I trowe 

ffor bardely sbe was noubt vndirgrowe 

fful fetys was bir cloke as I was waar 

Of smal coral aboute bir arme sbe baar 

A paire of -bedys gaudid al witb grene 

And tber on byng* a brocbe of gold ful sbene 

On wbicb fer was firsf writen a crowned A 

And aftir amor vincif omnia 

An otbir JSTonne witb bire badde sbe 

That was hire cbapeleyn. and prestes tbre 

A monk' f er was a fair for the maistrye 
-^ An ouf ridere tbaf loued yenerye 
A manly man to ben an Abbof able 

fful many a deynte bors badde be m stable 168 

And wbanne be rood . men mybte his brydiil: here 
Gynglynge m a wbistelynge wynd as clere 
And eke as loude as dooth fe cbapel belle 
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fful semelye after hir' mete scbe rawbte . 136 

And sekerly scbe was of grete disporte . 

And ful plesant and ful amyable of porte 

And peyned bir to counterfet chere 

Of Courte and to be stalyohe of Manere 

And to be bolden digne of reuerence 

Bot for to speke of hire Conscience 

Scbe was so charitable and so pytous . 

Sche wolde wepe jif jjat sche sawe a mouse 

Kauht in a trape if it ware dede or bledde 

Of smale boundes bad sche Jjat scbe fedde 

WiJ) rostede flesche or melke or wastel brede 

Bot sore wepped sche if one of hem were dede 

Or if men smote it wij) a jerde smart 

And al was conscience and tendur berte 

ffiil semely bif wympul pinched was 

Hire nose was streihte her" yhen was grei as glas 

Hire mou]3e ful smal . and Jiere-to soft and rede 

Bot sekurly sche bad a faire forbede 

It was al-moste a spanne brode .1. trowe 

ffor bardely scbe was nouhte vnder growe 

fful fetis was hir' cloke as .1. was war" 

Of smale coral aboute bir harme sche bai' 

A peire of Bedes gauded al wip grene 

And )!ere-one bonge a brocbe of golde ful scbene 160 

On whiche fare was firste wreten wi]) a crowned .A. 

And After Amor vincit omnia . 

IT A nofer nonne wyf hif bad sche 

Jat was hir Gbapeleyne and prestes fre 164 

A monke Jjere was a faire for f e maistre 

An owte-rider Jjat loued venere 

A manly man to bene an Abbot Able 

fful mony a daynte bors hade he m stable 168 

And wbanne be rode men myht bis bndele here [leaf *] 

Gyngelinge in a wbistelinge wynde al so clere 

And eke as lowde as dofe fe chapel belle 
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Ther as this lord / was kepere of the Celle 172 

The reule of semt Maure / or of seint Beneit / 

By cause that it was old / and som del streit / 

This ilke Monk / leet olde thynges pace 

And heeld / after the newe world the space 176 

He yaf nat of that text a pulled hen 

That seith / that hunters beth nat hooly men 

!!N"e that a Monk / whan he is recchelees 

Is likned / til a fissh / pat is waterless 180 

This is to seyn / a Monk out of his Cloystre 

But thilke text / heeld he nat worth an Oystre 

And I seyde / his opinion) was good 

What sholde he studie / and make hym seluen wood 184 

Vpon a book / m Cloystre alwey to poure 

Or swynken w/t/i his handes, and laboure 

As Austyn bit / how shal the world be semed 

Lat Austyn / haue his owene swynk / to him reserued 188 

Therfore / he was a prikasour anghfr 

Grehoundes he hadde / as swiff as fowel in flight" 

Of pnkyng< and of huntyng* for the hare 

"Was al his lusf . for no cost wolde he spare 192 

I seigh his sleues / ypurflled at the hond iJeaf 7] 

"With grys / and that the fyneste of a lond 

And for to festne his hood vnder his chyn 

He hadde of gold / ywroght / a ful curious pyn 196 

A loue knotte / in the gretter ende ther was 

His heed was bailed / \a\, shoon as any glas 

And eek his face / as it hadde been enoynt/ 

He was a lord ful fat / and m good poynt" 200 

Hise eyen stepe / and rollynge m his heed 

That stemed / as a forneys of a leed 

His bootes souple / his hors in greet estaaf 

Now certemly / he was a fair prelaaf 204 

He was nat pale / as a forpyned goosf 

A fat swan loued he best of any roosf 

His palfrey / was as broun as is a berye 
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There as this lord / is kepere of the seUe 172 

The rule of semt Maure / or of seint Beneyt" 

By cause pat it was oold / and som deel streyf 

This ilke Monk / leet oolde thynges pace 

And heeld / after the newe world the space 176 

He yaf noght of that texf a pulled hen 

That seith / pat hunterys been none holy men 

Ife pat a Monk . whan he is recchelees 

Is likned / til a fissh / pat is waterlees 180 

This is to seyn / a Monk* out of his Cloystre 

But thilke text" heeld he nat worth an Oystre 

And I seyde / his opynyon was good 

What sholde he studie / and make hym seluen wood 184 

Vp on a book in Cloystre alwey to poure 

Or swynke with his handes / and laboure 

As Austyn bit" . how shal the world be serued 

Lat Austyn heue his swynk" . to hym reserued 188 

Ther fore / ho was a prykasour aryght" 

Grehoundes he hadde / as swift" as fowel in flyghf 

Of prikyng" and of huntyng" for the haare 

Was al his lust", for no cost wolde he spaare 192 

I saugh his sleues / pMrflled at the hond' [leaf 4, back] 

With grys / and that the fyneste of a lon<J 

And for to festne his hood / vnder his chyn 

He hadde / of gold / wroght a ful curious pyn 196 

A loue knotte / in the gretter ende ther was 

His heed was balled / that shoon as any glas 

And eek his face / as he hadde been enoynf 

He was a lord ful faf and in good poynt" 200 

Hise eyen steepe / and loUynge in his heed 

That stemed / as a fourneys of a leed 

Hise bootes souple / his hors / in greet estaat" 

Ifow certeynly / he was a fair prelat" 204 

He was nat paale / as is a forpyned goost" 

A fat swan / loued he / best of any roosf 

His palfrey / was as broun as any berye 
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There as this lord was kepere of the seUe 

The reule of seynt Maur / & of seynt benyght 

Be cause that it was old & sujwdel streyt 

This Uke monk let olde thywge pace 

And held aftyr the newe world the space 

He jaf not of that tixt a pulled henne 

That seith pat hunterys ben not holye menne 

!N"e that a monk whan he is rekeles 

Is lykened to a fysch that is watyrles 

This is to seyne a monk out of hese cloystre 

But tilke tixt held he not worth an oystere 

And I seyde his opynyouM was good 

What schulde he stodie & make hywselujTi wood 

Yp on a bok m oloystere alwey to poure 

Of swy?ikyn with hese hondis & laboure 

As Austyn bit how schal y world be servid 

Let Austyn han his sw^i^nk to hym reservid 

Therfore he was a prekasoar ary^t 

Grehou[«]dis he hadde as swift as foul i« flyjt 

Of prekyng & huntyrage for the hare 

Was al hese lust for no cost wolde he spare 

I sey hese sleuys / purfilid at the hand 

With grys / & that the feyneste of a land 

And for to festene his hod vndir his schyn 

He hadde of gold I-WT0U3t a ful coryous pyn 

A loue knot m the grettere ende pere was 

His hed was ballyd that schon as ony glas 

And ek hese face as he hadde ben enoynt 

He was a lord ful fat & m good poynt 

Hese eyen stepe & roUy»?ge m hese hed 

That stemyd as a furneys of a led 

Hese botis souple / his hors in gret estat 

Now serteynly he was a fayr prelat 

He nas not pale as a forpymnede gost 

A fat swan louede he best of ony rost 

His palfray was as brouw as is a berye 

CAMBRIDGE 6 
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6 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. CorpUS MS. 

Ther as Jjis lord was keper ofi fe selle 172 

The Eeule of sent Maure or of semf Beneif 

By-cause faf? it was old and somdel streif 

This ilke monb leef olde Jjinges pace 

And held after fe newe world jie space 176 

He jaf* nought" of" fe texf a pulled hen 

Thaf seith Jjaf hunters he nought" holy men 

Ne J)at" a monk" whan he is reoheles 

Is likned til a fyssB Jiaf is waterles 180 

This is to seie a monk" ouf of" his cloystre [leaf s, back] 

Buf ])ilke text* / held he not* worth an oystre / 

And I seide his opinion was good 

Whaf schulde he studie and make himseluen wood 184 

Vpon a hook" alwey m cloyste to poure 

Or swynke with his hondes and laboure 

As austyn bit how schal pe world be serued 

Laf austyn haue his swynk to him reserued 188 

Ther-fore he was a pn'kasour arighf 

Grehoundes he hadde swiff as foule m flight" 

Of" prikynge and of" huntyng" for fe hare 

"Was alle his luste for no cost" wolde he spare 192 

I seigh his sleues I-purfiled at" jje hond 

"WiJ) grys and Jjat" Jie fynest" of" a lond 

And for to festne his hood vnder 'pe chynne 

He hadde of" gold wrought a ful curious pjTine/ 196 

A loue knotte m pe gretter ende Jjer was/ 

His hed was balled fat" schon as eny glas 

And eek" his face as he hadde ben anoynf 

He was a lord ful fatt" and in good poynt" 200 

His eyghen stepe and roUyng" in his hede 

That" stemed as a fomeys of" a lede 

JHis bootes souple his hors ia gret" estate 

Now certemly he was a fau? prelate 204 

He nas nat" pale as a forpyned goost" 

A faf swan loued he best" of any rosf 

His palfray was as brown as is a bene 

CORPUS 6 



6 GROUP A. § L GENERAL PROLOGUE. PctWOrth MS. 

Ther as this lord was keper of the selle 172 

The reule of seynf Maure or of semt Benef 

Bi cause fat yt was olde and somdel streit 

This ylke monke leet olde pjnges pace 

And heeld aftir the newe world the space 176 

He yaf" noufit" of" the text" a pulled hen 

That" seith that" hunters be noutt" holy men 

Ne that a monke whan he is recheles 

Is Hkened tUle a fisshe fat" is watirles 180 

This IS to seye a monke out" of" his cloistre 

But thilke text" held he nouhf worth an oystre 

And I seyde his opynion) was good 

What shulde he studie. and make hymself" wood 184 

Vpon a book" alwey m cloistre to poure 

Or swynke with his hondis and laboure 

As Austyn bit. hou shal the world be serued 

Lat Austyn haue his swynk" to him reserued 188 

Therfore he was a prioasour aright" 

Grehoundes he hadde / as swift" as foule in fli^t" 

Of" prikynge and of" huntynge for the hare peafs.back] 

Was al his lust" for no cost wole he spare 192 

I seigh hise sieves I-purfiled at" the hond? 

With grys and that" the fynest" of a lond' 

And for to festne his hood vndir the Chynne 

He hadde of" gold? wrought" a ful curious py?me 196 

A loue knotte m the gretter ende Jjer was 

His hed was baUyd that" shon as ony glas 

And eke his face, as he hadde ben anoynt" 

He was a lord ful fat" and in good' poynt" 200 

Hise eighen stepe and roUynge m his hede 

That stemede as a fourneys of a lede 

Hise botes souple his hors m grete estate 

'Now certeynly he was a fair prelate 204 

He nas nat pale as a forpyned goosf 

A fat swan louede he best" of any roosf 

His palfray was [as] broun) as ys a berye 

C PETWOETH ft 



■6 «Houp A. § 1, GENERAL PEOLOGUB. Lansdowne MS. 

There as pis lorde was keper of pe selle 172 

The rewle of seint Maure or of semt Beneyte 

Be cause fat it was olde and somdele streyte 

This ilke monke lete olde finges pace 

And helde after pe newe werde pe pace 176 

He jaf nouht of fe text a puUed henne 

fat self e fat hunteres bef e nouht holy menne 

Ne that a monke whan he is recheles 

Is likkened tU a fische fat is waterles . 180 

That is to seie A monke oute of his cloistre 

Bot f Uke text held he nouht worf e an hoistre 

And .1. seide his opinione was goode 

Whatt soholde he stodie and make him selfe wode 184 

Vpon a boke m cloister al-weie to powre 

Or swynke wif his hondes and laboure 

As Austine bite howe schal f e werld be serued 

Latte Austine haue his swynke to him rese[r]ued 188 

Thare-for he was a prikasoure a right 

Grehoundes he had as swift as foules in flyht 

Of Prilange and of huntynge for f e hare 

Was al his lust for no cost wolde he spare . 192 

.1. seighe his sleues purfiled att fe honde 

Wif Gryse and fat f e fynest of a londe 

And for to festen f e hode vnder his chyime 

He had of golde wrought a ful coriouse pinne 196 

A loue knotte on f e gretter hende pere was 

His hede was balled fat schone as any glas 

And eke his face as he had be anoynte 

He was a lorde ful fatte and in goode pomte . 200 

His yhen stepe and roUinge m his hede 

That stemed as a furneis of a lede 

His botes souple his hors in grete astate- 

If owe certeynely he was a faire prelate . 204 

He nas nouht pale as a forpyned goste 

A fatte swanne loued he best of any roste 

His Palfrei was as broune as is a burye 

LANSDOWNE 6 
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GEOTTP A. § 1. GBNBEAIi PE0L06UB. HcngWrt MS. 7 



GEOUP A. § 1. GENEEAL PEOLOGUE. Cambridge MS. 7 



Affrere ther was / a wantowne and a merye, 
A lymytoui / a ful solempne man 
In alle tlie ordres foure / is noon \iai kan 
So mucliel of daliaunce / and fair langage 
He hadde maad / ful many a manage 
Of yonge wommen / at his owene cost* 
Vn to his ordre / he was a noble post" 
And wel biloued / and famulier was he 
With ftankeleyns / ouer al m his contree 
And [eek] with worthy wommen of the toun 
ffor he hadde power of confessioun 
As seyde hym self / moore than a Cmaf 
ffor of his ordre / he was licenciaf 
fful swetely / herde he confession 
And plesaunf was his ahsolucion 
He was an esy man / to yeue penaunce 
Ther as he wiste / to haue a good pitaunce 
ffor Tnto a poure ordre / for to yiue 
Is signe / fat a man is wel yshryue 
ffor if he yaf / he dorste make avaunf 
He wiste / that a man was repentaunf 
ffor many a man / so harde is of his herte 
He may nat wepe / al thogh hym soore smerte 
Therfore in stede of wepynge and preyeres 
Men moote yeue sUuer / to the poure freres 
His typeti was ay farsed ful of knyues 
And pynnes / for to yeuen yonge wyues 
And certemly / he hadde a murye note 
"Wel koude he synge / and pleyen on a rote 
Of yeddynges / he baar outrely the pns 
His nekke / whif was / as the flour delys 
Ther to / he strong* was as a Champion) 
He knew the Tauernes wel m al the toun 
And euerich Hostiler / and Tappestere 
Bet than a lazaj- / or a beggestere 
ffor vn to swich a worthy man as he 

ELIESMEKE 7 
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240 

[leafTjIJack] 



^ A frere ther was / a wantowne and a merye, 

A lymytour / a ful solempne man 

In alle the ordres foure / is noon fat kan 

So muche of daliaunce / and fair langage 

He hadde maked / ful many a manage 

Of yonge wommen / at his owene cosf 

Vn to his ordre / he was a noble posf 

fful wel biloued / and famylier was hee 

With ffrankeleyns / ouer al in his contree 

And eek* with worthy wommen / of the town 

ffor he hadde / power of confessioun 

As seyde him self / moore than a curaati 

ffor of his ordre / he was lioenciaat" 

fful swetely / herde he confessiown 

And plesanf . was his absoluciown 

He was an esy man / to yeue penaunce 

Ther as he wiste / to haue a good pitaunce 

ffor vn to a poure ordre / for to yeue 

Is signe / that a man / is wel yshryue 

ffor if he yafi he dorste make auaunf 

He wiste / fat a man was repentaunf 

ffor many a man / so hard is of his herte 

He may nat weepe / thogh fat he soore smerte 

Ther fore / m stede of wepynge / and preyeres 

Men moote yeue siluer / to the poure fceres 

Tf His typet* was ay farsed ful of knynes 

And pynnes / for to yeuen faire wyues 

And certeynly / he hadde a murye noote 

Wel koude he synge / and pleyen on a roote 

Of yeddynges / he bar outrely the prys 

His nekke whit was / as the flour delys 

Ther to he stroongt was / as a Champioun 

He knew the tauernes wel in euery town 

And euery hostUer / and Tappestere 

Bet / than a lazer / or a beggestere 

ffor vn to swich a worthy man / as he 
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1 ffrere. 

209 



212 



216 



220 



224 



228 
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[leaf 5] 



236 



240 



A frere f e;-e was a wantoun & a merye 
IT A lymytowr a ful solempne man 
In alle the orderys foure is non that can 
So mekil of daliauns & fayr langage 
He hadde mad ful manye a maryage 
Of jonge women at hese owene cost 
On to his ordere he was a noble post 
fful wel he louyd / & famyliar was he 
With frankeleynys / oueral i» his cuntre 
And with worthi wemen of the toun 
ffor he hadde power of confessioun 
As seide hy??t self more than a curat 
ffor of hese ordere he was Ucencyat 
fful swetli herde he confessioun 
And plesaunt was hese absolucyoun 
He was an esi man to jeue penauwce 
There as he wiste to han a good petauns 
Vnto pore orderis for to 3eue 
Is^ ygue that a man Is^ wel I-schreue 
ffor ^if he jaf he durste make auaunt 
He wiste that a man was repentaunt 
ffor manye a man so hard is of hese herte 
He may not wepe though hym sore smerte 
Therfore m stede of wepyng & preyeres 
Men mote 3eue siluer to the pore freres 
IT Hise tipet was ay farsed fill of knynys 
And pynnys for to jeuyn fayre wywes 
And serteynli he hadde a merye throte 
Wel couthe he synge & pleyen on a rote 
Of jeddyngis he bar vttyrlL the prys 
His nekke whit was as the flour de lis 
Therto he strong was as a chaumpioun 
He knew the tauernys wel m euery toim 
And eueryohe osteler & tapstere 
Bet than a laser or a bakystere 
ffor vn to swich a worthi man as he 
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Deaf 134, back] 
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C s by a later hand! 



228 



232 



236 



240 



GEOUP A. § 1. GBNERAL PROLOGUE. CorpUS 

A ffrere fer was a ■wanton and a merye 

A lymitour a ful solempne man 

In aft Jie ordres foure is non faf can 

So mooliil of" daliance and fair langage 

He hadde made ful many a mariage 

Of* jonge woTOmen af Ms owns cosf 

Ynto his ■ordre he was a noble post" 

fful wel biloued and famulier was he 

Wiji frankeleyns ouer al m his contre 

And wif worfi wommen of" fe toun 

ffor he hadde power of confessioun 

As seyde himself' more fan a curaf 

ffor of* his ordre he was licenciaf 

fful swetly herde he confession 

And plesanf was his absolucion 

He was an esy man to ^me penaMnee 

Ther as he wiste to haue a good pitaunce 

ffor vnto a pouer ordre for to 3iue 

Is signe Jiat" a man is wel I-schriue 

ffor if* he ^af" he dorste make auant 

He wiste faf / a man was repentant 

ffor many a man so hard is of" his herte 

He may noughf wepe al-Jiough him sore smerte 

Ther-fore in stede of^ weepyng* and preyeres 

Men mote ^eue siluer to fe pouere freeres 

His typef was ay farsed ful of knyfes 

And pynnes for to :5iue faire wyues 

And certeynly he hadde a mery note / 

"Wel coujje he synge and playen on a rote 

Of" ^eddynges he bar witterly Jie pris 

His netke whit / was as fe flour-delys 

Ther-to he was strong* as a Champiown 

He knew J)e tauemes wel in euery toun 

And euerioh hostUler and tapstere 

Bef fan a lazar or a Beggere 

ffor vnto such a worfi man as he 

CORPUS 1 



\. 7 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Petworth MS. 7 

208 * fficere ther was a wa[n]toune and [a] merye 208 

-^ A lymytour a ful solempne man 

In alle the ordres foure is noon that" can 

So mochel of daliance and fair langage 
212 He hadde made ful many a Manage 

Of yonge wommen af his owne cosf 

Vn to his ordre he was a noble post 

fful wel biloued and famulier was he 
216 With frankeleynes oueral in his centre 
[leaf 4] And with worthy wo?Kmen of the toun 

ffor he hadde power of confessiouH 

As seide hym self more than a Curaf 
220 ffor [of] his ordre he was lycenciaf 

fful swetely herede he confession) 

And plesaunf was his absolucion) 

He was an esy man to yeue penance 
224 Ther as he wiste to han a good pitance 

ffor wnto a pore ordre for to yeue 

Is signe thaf a man ys wel yshreve 

ffor yf he yaf he dorste make avaumt 
228 He wiste faf a man was repentaunf 

ffor many a man is so hard of his herte 

He may noghf wepe al fouh him sore smerte 

Ther fore m stede of wepynge and preieres 
232 Men mote yeue seluer / to the pore freres 

His tipet was ay fassed ful of knyfes 

And pynnes for to yeue faire wyfes 

And certeynly he hadde a mery note 
236 "Wel coude he syngen and playen on a roote 

Of yeddynges he bar vttirly the pryce 

His necke white was as the flour delyce 

Therto he was strong as a champiouw 
240 He knew the tauemes wel m every tou« 

And eueriche Osteller and tapestere 

Bet than a lazer or a beggere 

ffor vnto swich a worthy man as he 
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GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Lansdownc MS. 7 



212 



216 



220 



224 



228 

Deaf 4] 



232 



236 



240 



^ A frere fare was a wanton and murye . 

A lymitur a ful solempne manne 

In aft fe orderes foure is none fat canne. 

So mnche of daliance and faire langage 

He had maade ful mony a mariage . 

Of ^onge wemmen att his owen cost 

Vn-to his order he was a nobel post 

fful wele be-loued and famulier was he . 

'With frankeleyns ouer al in his contre . 

And wif worf e wemmen of f e toune 

ffor he had power of confessione 

As seide him selfe more fan a curate 

ffor [of] his order he was licenciate 

fful swetely herde he confession 

And plesant was his absolucion . 

He was an hesy man to jef penance 

Ther as he wiste to haue a goode petance 

ffor vn-to a poure order for to jeue 

Is singne fat a man is wel yschriue 

ffor if he jaf he dorst make avaunt 

He wist fat a man was repentaimt 

ffor mony a man so harde is of his herte 

He male nouht wepe al f ouhe he sore smerte 

There-for in stede of wepeynge and preyeres 

Men mote 3iue siluer to f e poure freres 

His tepet was ay farset ful of knyues 

And pinnes for to jeue faire wyues 

And certeinli he had a mery note 

Wele coufe he smgen a7id pleme on a rote 

Of jeddinges he bare witterK fe pris 

His neke white was as f e floure delis 

Ther-to he was also stronge as a champiowne 

He knewe f e tauemes wele in euery towne . 

And eueryche hosteler or a tapestere 

Better fan a lajar or a Begger 

ffor vn-to suche a worf i man as he 
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8 6E0UP A. § L GENERAL PROLoauB. EUcsmere MS. 

■Acorded nat / as by his faoultee 244 

To hane with sike lazars Aqueyntance 

It is nat honeste / it may nat avance 

ffor to deelen / with, no swioh poraille 

But al -with riche / and selleres of vitaille 248 

And oner al / ther as profit sholde arise 

Cmrtieis he was / and lowely of semyse 

Ther nas no man / nowher so vertuous 

He was / the heste beggere m his hous 252 

[ 

. . . . no gap in the MS.} 

ffor thogh a wydwe / hadde nogbt a sho 
So plesannt / was his In pn'noipio 
Yet wolde he haue / a ferthyng* er he wente 
His purchas / was wel bettre than his rente 256 

And rage he koude / as it were right a whelpe 
In loue dayes / ther koude he much el helps 
ffor there he was nat lyk a Cloystrer 

With a thredbare cope / as is a poure scoler 260 

But he was lyk / a maister / or a pope 
Of double worstede / was his semycope 
That rounded as a belle / out of the presse 
Somwhat he lipsed / for his wan'-ownesse 264 

To make his enghssh / sweete vp on his tonge 
And in his harpyng* . whan fat he hadde songe 
Hise eyen twynkled m his heed aryghf 
As doon the sterres / in the frosty nyghf 268 

This worthy lymytour / was cleped HubercJ 
A Marchant was ther with a forked herd' t Marohaut 

-'-*- In Motlee and hye on horse he saf 
Vp on his heed a flaundryssh Beuere hat / 272 

His bootes clasped / faire and fetisly 
Hise resons he spak / ful solempnely 
Sownynge alway thencrees of his wynnyngi 
He wolde the see were kepf for any thing" 276 

Bitwixe Middelburgh and Orewelle 

EI/LESHEBE 8 



8 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. HeUgWlt MS, 

Acorded nat / as by his facultee 244 

To haue / with syke lazers aqueyntaunce 

It is nat honeste / it may noght auaunce 

ffor to deelen / with no swich poraille 

But al with riche / and sellerys of vitaille 248 

And ouer al / ther as profit sholde aryse 

Curteys he was / and lowely of seruyse 

Ther was no man / nowheer / so vertuous 

He was the beste beggere / of his hous 252 

And yaf a certeyn ferme / for the graunf 252 b 

l^oon of his bretheren / cam ther m his haunf 252 e 

ffor thogh a wydwe / hadde noght* a sho 253 

So plesanf was his In prmcipio 

Tet wolde he haue a feithyng* er he wente 

His purchaas / was wel bettre than his rente 256 

And rage he koude / as it weere right a whelpe 

In louedayes / koude he muchel helpe 

ffor there / he was nat lyk" a Cloystrer 

With a threedhare cope / as is a poure scoler 260 

But he was lyk a maister / or a Pope 

Of double worstede / was his semycope 

And rounded as a beUe / out of the presse 

Somwhat he lypsed / for his wantownesse 264 

To make his englyssh / sweete vp on his tonge 

And in his harpyng" whan Jiat he hadde songe 

Hise eyen twynkled / in. his heed aryghf 

As doon the sterres / m the frosty nyghf 268 

This worthy lymytour / was cleped HubercB 

% A Marchant was ther / with a forked ber(S Marciia«nt. 

In Motlee / and hye on hors he saf Peaf 5, baA] 

Vp on his heed / a filaundryssB Beuere haf 272 

His bootes clasped / faire and fetisly 

Hise resons / he spak ful solempnely 

Sownyng' alway / thencrees of his wjranyng' 

He woolde / the see weere kept" for any thyng< 276 

Bitwixen MyddelburgB / and OreweUe ' 

HENGWKT 8 



8 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Cambridge MS. 

.Aoordith not as by his faculte 244 

To haue with swiche sike men a-queyntaujice 

It is not honest it may not auau[«]ce 

ffor to dele with non swich parayle 

But al with riche & sellens of vitayle 248 

And oueral there profit schulde aryse 

Curteys he was & louly of seruyse 

Ther was no man now so vertywous 

He was the beste begere in hese hous 252 

[ 

. no gap in the MS.} 

ffor thow a wedewe hadde not a scho [leaf issj 

So plesaunt was his m prmcipio 

5it wolde he Ifaue a ferthyng er he wente 

His purchas was wel betyr than hese rente 256 

And rage he couthe as it were ryjt a whelp 

In louedayis there couthe he mekil help 

ffor there he was not lik a cloysterer 

With a thiedhaie kope as is a soholer 260 

But he was lik a mystir or a pope 

Of double worstede was hese semeU kope 

Tha[t] rouJided as a belle / out of the presse 

Sujwwhat he lipsede for hese wantouwnesse 264 

To make hese engelisch swete vp on his tunge 

And in hese harpywge whan that he hadde suwge 

Hese ey^yyn twymkeledyn in hese hed aryjt 

As don the sterrys / in the frosty nyght 268 

This worthi limytoar / was cleped hobert 

A marchaujit was there with a forkede herd lixrchxmt 

In motle an heigh on horse he sat 

Vp on his hed a flauMderich bemysch hat 272 

Hese botis clospede ful fetusely 

Hese resoun he spak ful plesauntly ' [> m a late hand] 

Sounynge alwey the cres of hese wymnyng 

He wolde the se / were kept for ony thyng 276 

Be-twixe myddU-bourgh & orewelle 

CAMBRIDGE 8 



8 GROUP A. § 1. GBNEEAIi PEOLOGUB. COipUS MS. 

Acorded nougLf as by his faculte 244 

To haue with such sek" lazer aqneintance 

It IS noiighf honesf if may noughfr auaimce 

ffor to delen with such poraile 

Buf aft with Eiche and sellere of" vitaille 248 

And ouer al fer as profyt scholde arise 

Curtays he was and lowly ofi seruise 

Ther nas no man nowher so Tertuous 

He was fe teste begger in his hous 252 

[ 

. . . . ...... no gap in tlw MB^ 

ffor Jjough a widewe hadde noughf a scho Ueaf 4, back] 

So plesanf was his In prmcipio 

3et< wolde he haue a ferjjing' or he wente 

His purchas was wel bettre fan his rente 256 

And' rage he coufe nghf as it were a whelp e / 

In louedayes Jier coufe he moche helpe / 

ifor fer he was nof lich a cloysterer 

With a thred-bare cope as a pore scoler 260 

Buf he was lifc" a maister or a pope 

Of" double worstede was his semy-cope / 

Thaf rounded as a belle on the presse 

Somwhaf he lipsed for his wantounesse 264 

To make his engKssh sweete vpon his tonge 

And m his harpyng< whan Jaf he hadde songe / 

His yghen twynoled in his heed arighf 

As don ])e sterres m Jie frosty nighf 268 

This worfi lymitowr was cleped huberd 

A marchanf was fer with a forked herd 

In mottle and heigh on horse he satte 

Yp-on his heued a fflaundrissh beuer hatte 272 

His bootes elapsed faire and fetysly 

His resons he spak" ful solempnely 

Schewyng* alwey fe encres of" his wynnynge 

He wolde fe see were kepf for eny f inge 276 

By-twixe Middelburgh and Orewelle 

CORPUS 8 



8 GROUP A. §1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. PetWOrth MS. 

Acordith noufit as by his faculte 244 

To haue with swioh seke lazers aqueyntance 

It IS nouht honest / it may nouht avance 

ffor to delen with swioh poraille 

But al with riclie and sillers of vitaille 248 

And oueral ther as profite sholde aryse 

Curtays he was and lowely of* seruyse 

Ther nas no man nowher so vertuous 

He was the beste beggere m his hous 252 

[ 

. . . no gap m the MS-I 

ffor Jiouh a widewe hadde nouhf a sho 
So plesaunf was his Inprincipio 
Yef wolde he haue a ferthyng* or he wente 
His purchace was wel bettere fan his rente 256 

And rage he couthe as if were rihf a whelpe 
In louedaies ther ooude he mochO. helpe 
ffor ther he was nof liche a cloistrere 
With a thredbare cope as a pore scolere 260 

But he was lyke a maistir or a pope 
Of double worstede was his semy cope 
That rounded as a beUe ouf of the presse 
Somwhaf he lipsede for his wantonesse 264 

To make his englyssh swete vppon his tonge 
And m his harpynge whan fat he had songe 
Hise eyghen twynclede in his hede anghf Deaf 4, back] 

As doon the sterres m a frosty nyht 268 

This worthy lymytour was clepid huberf 
A Marchant was ther with a longe berd 
•^■*- In motle and heyE on horse he satte 
Yppon his heued a flaundrisshe beuer hatte 272 

Hise botis clapsid fau-e and fetisly 
His resouMs he spak* ful solempnely 
Shewynge alwey the encres of his wynnynge 
He wolde the see were kept for any thynge 276 

Bitwixe MiddelburgK and OreweUe 

PETWOaTH 8 



8' GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE., Lansdowue MS. 

Accorded nouht as be his faculte 244 

To haue wif suche seke lazerz acquayntance 

It is nouht honest it maie nouht avaunce 

ffor to dele wif suche poraile 

Bot al wif riche and seller of vitaile 24S 

And ouere al fare as profet schold arise 

Curteise he was and lowly of seruyse 

f er nas no man noghwere so vertuous 

He was fe best begger in his hous 252- 

[ 

no gap m the MS.] 

ffor f ouhe a widowe had nouht a scho Deaf 5] 

So plesande was his in prmcipio . 

3it wolde he haue a ferf mge ar he wente 

His purchas was wel better fan his rent 256 

And rage he couf e riht as it were a whelpe 

In louedaies fare couf e he muchel helpe 

ffor fere he was not liche a cloistrere 

Wif a frede-bare cope as a pouer scolere 26& 

Bot he was lyke a Maistre or a Pope 

Of dowble worstede was his semy-cope 

J)at rounde as a bett out f e presse 

Somwhat he lisped for his wantonesse 264 

To make his yngeUsche swete vpon his tonge 

And m his harpemge whan he had songe 

His yhen twynkeled m his heued ariht 

As dof e f e sterres in f e froste nyht 268 

This worf e Limetowr was cleped Huberd 

^ A marchant was fere witfe a forked berde 

In motteley . and hye on hors he satte 

Vpon his heued a fflaundrisshe beuere hatte 272 

His botes clasped faure and fetislye 

His resons he spake ful solemplye 

Scheweynge alvrey f encres of his wynynge 

He -wolde fe se were keppede for any finge 276 

Be-twyx Middelburgfi . and Orewefte 

LANSBOWNE 8, 



•GEOtrpA. §1. GBSTEBAL i-EOLoGUE. Ellesiuere MS. 9 

"Wei koude lie in esctaunge sheeldes selle 

This -worthy man / ful wel his wit bisette 

Ther wiste no wigRt' Jiat he was in dette 280 

So estatly / was he of his gouernaunce 

"With his hargaynes / and -with his cheuyssaunce 

ffor sothe / he was a worthy man with alle 

But sooth to seyn / I noot how men hym calle 284 

A Clerk ther was / of OxenforcS also H Clerk of Oxenford', 
•^ That vn to logyk" / hadde longe ygo 
And leene was his hors as is a rake 
And he nas nat right fat, I vndertake 288 

But looked holwe / and ther to sohrely [leaf 8] 

fful thredhare / was his ouereste courtepy 
ffor he hadde geten hym yet no benefice 
Ne was so worldly / for to haue office 292 

ffor hym was leuere / haue at his beddes heed 
Twenty bookes / clad m blat or reed 
Of Aristotle / and his Philosophie 

Than robes riche / or flthele / or gay sautrie 296 

But al be / that he was a Philosophre 
Yet hadde ho / but litel gold m eofte 
But al fat he myghte / of his freendes hente 
On bookes / and his lernynge he it spente 300 

And bisily / gan for the soules preye 
Of hem / fat yaf hym wher wt't/i to scoleye 
Of studie took he moost cure and moost heede 
Ifoght o word / spak he moore than was ncede 304 

And that was seyd / m forme and reuerenoe 
And shorf and quyt and ful of hy sentence 
So-iJiTijmge Hi moral vertu / was his speche 
And gladly wolde he lerne and gladly teche 308 

A Sergeant of the La we / war and wys t Sergeant oflawe 
■^ That often hadde been at the Parvys 
Ther was also / ful riclie of excellence 
Discreet he was / and of greet renerenee 312 

He semed swich / hise wordes weren so wise 

ELLESMEBE 9 



GROUP A. § 1. GBNERAL PEOLOGUE. HcngWlt MS. 9 

Wel koude he / in eschaunge / sheeldes seUe 

This worthy man / ful wel his wit bisette 

Ther wiste no wighf that he was ia dette 280 

So estaatly was he / of his gouernaunce 

With his bargaynes / and -wiih his cheuysaunce 

ffor soothe / he was a worthy man with alle 

But sooth to seyn / I noot how men hym calle 284 

^ A Clero ther was / of Oxenford also t oierw of Oxenford«. 

That vn to logyfc hadde longe ygo 

As leene was his hors / as is a rake 

And he was noght right faf I vndertake 288 

But looked holwe / and ther to sobrely 

fful threedbaare / was his ouereste Courtepy 

ffor he hadde / geten hym yet" no benefice 

JS'e was so worldly / for to haue office 292 

For hym was leuere / haue at his beddes heed 

Twenty bookes / clad / m blak / or reed 

Of Aristotle / and his Philosophye 

Than robes riche / or ffithele / or gay Sautrye 296 

But al be / that he was a Philosophre 

Yet hadde he / but htel gold m Cofre 

But al that he myghte / of his frendes hente 

On bookes / and on lernynge / he it spente 300 

And bisily / gan for the soides preye 

Of hem / that yaf hym / wher with to scoleye 

Of studye / took ho moost cure and moost heede 

iSToght 00 word spak he / moore than was neede 304 

And that was spoke / m forme / and reuerence 

And shorf and quyk and ful of heigh sentence 

Sownynge m moral vertu / was his speche 

And gladly wolde he lerne / and gladly teche 308 

^ A Sergeaunt of lawe / waar / and wys t Sergeannt of Lawe. 

That often / hadde been at the Parvys 

Ther was also / ful ryche of excellence [leaf 6] 

Discreet he was / and of greet reuerence 312 

He seemed swich / hise wordes weeren so Wys& 

HENGWE.T 9 



GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PEOLOGUE. Cambridge MS. 9 



280 



Wel couthe en eschauwg schUdis seUe 

This worthi man ful wel his wit be-sette 

There wiste no man that he was in dette 

So estatli was he of hese gouernauHce 

With hese bargaynys & hese cheuysance 

fforsothe he was a worthy man withal 

But sothe to seyn I not how men hym cal 284 

A clerk there was of oxsenforthe also ciek of Oxeuforthe 

That vnto logyk hadde longe I-go 

As lene was hese hors as is a rake 

And he nas not / 'rygh fat / I vndyrtake' luuterhMna] 288 

fful thredbare was hese ouereste courtepy neafiss, backi 

[ a line hlanlc] 

ffor he hadde getyw hyw ^it no benefys 

Ife was so wordely for to hauyn offys 292 

ffor hym was lefere to haue at hese bedis hed 

Twenty hokis I-clad m blak or red 

Of Aristotle & his philoso-phie 

fan robis ryche or fedele or gay sautrie 296 

But al be fat he was a philisofre 

fat hadde but lityl gold m cofre 

But al fat he myjte of hese frendis hente 

On bokis & on lernywge he it spente 300 

And besily gan for f e soulys preye 

Of hem fat jaf hym wherwith to schole heye 

Of stodie tok he most kep & most hede 

Ilfot a word spak he more f a^^ was nede 304 

And fat was seyd m forme & reuerenoe 

And schcrt & quik & ful of hey sentence 

Sounynge m moral uertu was hese speche 

And gladly wolde he lerne & gladli te-che 308 

A seriaunt of the lawe bothe war & wys Seregeauw 

That oftyn hadde ben at f * paruys 

He was also ryche of exeellenca 

Discret he was & of gret reuerence 312 

He semede swich hese wordis were so wyse 

r,A.MBEIDGE 9 



GROUP A. § 1. GENEBAl PBOLOGTJE. CorpUS MS. 9 



Wei coufe lie in eschaunge scheldes sella / 

This worjiy man ful "wel his "witte bisette 

Ther wiste no -wigBf tliaf he -was m dette 

So statly -was he ofi his gouernance 

With his bargaynes and his chemssance 

ffor sofe he was a worjji man with-att 

Euf sofly to sem I nof how men him caft 

A Clerk" Jjer was of" Oxenford also 

That" vnto logyk" hadde long" I-go 

As lene was his hors as is a rake 

And he nas not* right* fat" I vndertake 

But loked holwe and fer-to sohurly 

fful fredhare was his ouereste courtepy 

ffor he had geten him no henifice 

We was so worldly for to haue office 

ffor him was leuer to haue at* his bed hede 

Twenty bookes clad m blak* and rede 

Of Aristotle and his philosophie 

Than robes riche or iithel or gay Sautrie / 

But* al by j;at* he was a plulosophre 

3it* had he but* a Utel gold m cofre 

But* al fat* he might* of* his frendes hente / 

On bokes and on lernyng* he it / spente 

And besily gan for fie soules preye 

Of hem fat* jaf* him wher-with to scoleye 

Of* studie took* he most* cure and most* heede 

!N"ought* o word spak* he more fan was neede 

And fat* was seyd in forme and reue?'ence 

And schort* and quyk* and ful of* heigh sentence 

Sownyng* in moral vertu was his speche 

And gladly wolde he lerne and gladly teche 

A. Sergeant* of* f e lawe war and wys 

That* often hadde ben at f e Parvys 

That* was also / ful riche of* excellence 

Discret* he was and of* gret* reuerence 

He semed swich his woxdes were so wise 

CORPUS 9 
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GEorrp A. § 1. GENESH, PROLOGUE. Petworth MS. 9 

Wei coude he in eschange sheldes selle 
This worthy man ful wel his witte bisette 
Ther wiste no wight* that* he was in dette 280 

So estatly was he of* his gouernance 
With his bargaynes and with his cheuyssance 
fforsothe he was a worthy man with alle 
But sothely to seyne I not* how men hym caUe 284 

A Clerk f er was of* Oxenforde also 
-^ That* vnto logyk* hadde longe I-go 
As lene was his hors as ys a rake 

And he was not* right fat* I wndirtake 288 

But lokede holewB and f erto soburly 
fful thredbare was his ouerest Courtepy 
ffor he hadde yif geten hi?re no benefice 
Ne was so wordly [for] to haue office 292 

ffor hym was leuere haue at* his bed hede 
Twenty bokes clad m blak* or rede 
Of Anstotle and his philosophie 

Then robes riche or fithel or gay sautrye 296 

But* al be that* he was a pMlosofre 
Yet hadde he but litel gold m cofre 
But al that* he myhte of his frendes hente 
On bokes and on lernynge he if spente 300 

And besily gan for tho soules preye 
Of hem that yaf hym wharwith to skole-aye 
Of studie took* he moost cure and most hede 
N"aught* a word spak* he / more than was nede / 304 

And that* was seid m forme and reuerence tieat 5] 

And short* and quyk* and ful [of] hey sentence 
Sownynge in moral vertue was his speche 
And gladly wolde he leme arid gladly teohe 308 

A sergant of* the lawe / war" and wys 
-'^ That* often hadde ben atte parvys 
That was also ful riche of excellence 
Discret he was and of gret reuerence 312 

He semed swicK hise wordis wern so wise 

PETWORTH 9 



GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Lansdowne MS. 9 

Wele couf e he in eschaunge scheldes sefte 

This worf i man ful wel his wit be-sette 

Thare wist no white fat he was m dette 280 

So estately was he of his Gouernance 

Wif his Bargeynes and wif his cheuisance 

ffor sof e he was a worf i man wif aft 

Bot sothely to seme .1. note howe men him caft 284 

IT A clerke fere was of Oxenforde also 

]5at vnto Logiqwe had longe ygo 

As lene was his hors as was a rake 

And he was nouht riht fat .1. vndertake 288 

Bot loked holwhe and f er-to soburly 

fful f redebare was his ouer courteby 

ffor he had geten him no benefice 

Ne was so werdly to haue office 292 

ffor him was leuer haue att his bed hede 

Twenty bokes cladde m blak and rede . 

Of Aristotle and his phiIo[so]phi peaf 5, back] 

Jjan Eobes Eiohe or Phef el or gay Sautry 296 

Bot al by fat he was a Philosophre 

Jit had he bot Utel golde in Cophre 

Bot al fat he myht on his frendes hente 

On bokes and on lerenynge he it spente 300 

And besily gan for f o sowles preye 

Of hem fat jaf him where-wif for to scoleye 

Of studye toke he most cure and mosto hede 

Not a worde more spak he fan was nede 304 

And fat was seide m forme and reuerence 

And schorte and whike and ful of hihe sentence 

Sownynge m moraft vertue was his speche 

And gladely wolde he leren . and gladly teche 308 

-A. Seriant of f e lawe war" and wyse 

Jjat often had bene att f e panuse 

J3at was also ful riche of exceUenoe 

Discrete he was and of grete reuerence 312 

Him semed swyche his wordes weren so wyse 

LANSDOWNE- 9 



10 GROUP A. § 1. GENBEAii PEOLOGUE., Ellesmere MS. 

Justice lie was / ful often in Assise, 
By patente / and by pleyn coTOmissiouw 
ffoi his science / and for his heigfi lenouw 316 

Of fees and robes / hadde he many oon 
So greet a purohasour / was nowher noon 
Al was fee symple to hym in effect" 

His purchasyng / myghte nat been infecf 320 

Ijfowher / so bisy a man as he ther nas 
And yet he semed / bisier than he was 
In tennes hadde he caas and doomes alia 
That from the tyme / of kyng wiUiam were yfalle 324 

Ther-to / he koude endite and make a thyng* 
Ther konde no wighf / pynohen at his writyngf 
And euery statuf / koude he pleyn by rote 
He rood but hoomly /ma medlee cote 328 

Girt -wiih a ceint of silk / witli barres smale 
Of his array telle I no longer tale. 
• A ffrankeleyn / was m his compaignye t ffrankeieyn 

■'-^ Whit was his heed / as is a dayesye 332 

Of his complexion / he was sangwyn 
Wei loued he by the morwe a sope in wyn 
To lyuen in delif was euere his wone 
Por he was / Epicurus owene sone 336 

That heeld opinion that pleyn delit Deaf s, baoki 

Was verray feUcitee parfif 
An housholdere / and that a greet was he 
Seinf Mian was he ui his contree 340 

His breed / his Ale / was alweys after oon 
A bettre envyned jnan / was neue/e noon 
With oute bake mete / was neuere his hous 
Of fissB. and flessh / and that so plenteuous 344 

It snewed in his hous / of mete and drynke 
Of alle deyntees / that men koude thynke 
After" the sondry sesons / of the yeer 
So chaunged he / his mete and his soper 348 

fful many a fat partrich / hadde he in.Muwe , 

ELLESMEEE 10 



,10 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PEOLOGUE. HcngWlt MS. 

lustice he was / ful often in Assise 

By patente / and by pleyn commisgioMn 

ffor his science / and for his heigh reno?m 316 

Of fees and robes / hadde he many oon 

So greet a purchasour / was nowher noon 

Al was fee symple / to hym / m effect" 

His purchasyng* myghte nat been infecf 320 

Ifowher so bisy a man as he / ther nas 

And yet he seemed / bisyer than he was 

In t«rmes / hadde he caas / and doomes alle 

That fcom tyme of kyng wilHam / weere falle 324 

Ther to / he koude endite / and make a thyng< 

Ther koude no wighf pynehen at his writyng" 

And euery statuf . koude he pleyn by roote 

He rood but hoomly / ia a medlee coote 328 

Girt with a ceynt of sylk" . with baxres smale 

Of his array / telle I no lenger tale 

% A ffrankeleyn / was in his compaignye n ffrankeieyn. 

Whit was his herd / as is the dayesye 332 

Of his complexcion / he was sangwyn 

Wei loued he by the morwe / a sope in wyn 

To lyuen m delyf was euere his wone 

ffor he was / Epicurus owene sone 336 

That heeld opynyoh) / fat pleyn deht 

Was verray / feHcitee parfif 

An housholdere / and that a greet was hee 

Seint Itdyan he was / in his contree 340 

His breed / his ale / was alweys after oon 

A bettre envyned man / was neiiere noon 

With outen bake mete / was neuere his hous 

Of fresshe iisshe / and flesshe / and that so plentevous 344 

It snewed m his hous / of mete and drynke 

Of alle deyntees / Jjast men koude bithynke 

After / the sondry sesons / of the year 

So. chaunged he / his mete / and his soper 348 

fful many a fat partrych / hadde he m Muwe 

HENGWET 10 



10 GEOUP A- § 1. GENEEAL PROLOGUE. Cambridge MS. 

lustyse he was ful oftyn in asyse 

Be patent & be pleyn oommyssiouw 

ffor hese sience & for hese heye renouw 316 

Of feis & robis hadde he manyon 

So gret a purchasour was neuere non 

Al was fesymple to hy??i m effect 

His purchase my3te not ben enfeot » 320 

Ifeuere so besy a man as he Jiere nas 

And J)at he semede besiere fan he was 

In termys hadde he cas & domys alle 

fat froj» the tyme of kyng welyam were faUe 324 

Therto he coude endite & make a thyng cieaf isej 

Ther coude no man pynche at hese writyng 

And euery statut coude he pleyn be rote 

He rod but homely m a medely cote 328 

Gyrt with a seynt of silk -with barrys smale 

Of hese aray telle I no lengere tale 

A fraflkeleyn was m hese cumpanye fCrankeleyn 

Whit was hese herd as is f e daysie 332 

Of complexiou?2 he was sanguyn 

Wei louede be y morwe a soppe in wyn 

To leuyn in delit was euere hese wone 

ffor he was epicurws owene sone 336 

Tha* ' held opynyouw fat pleyn delyt p t »» laur hcmdi 

Was uery felicite parfyt 

An housholdere & fat a gret was he 

Seynt leKon he was m that cuntre 340 

Hese bred hese ale was alwey aftyr on 

A betere enuynede man was newer non 

With-onte bake mete was neuere his hous 

Of fysch & fiesch & fat so plentyuows 344 

It snowede m his mouth of mete ^ & drynk ptem late nana] 

Of alle deynteis that * men coude f y nk p t aitma toaitya later 

Aftyr f * sundery sesenys of the 3er 



So chaumgede he hese mete & hese soper 
fful manye a fat perterych hadde he iw.mewe 

CAMBRIDGE 10 



348 



10 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. COIpllS MS- 



10 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. PetWOrth MS. 
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316 



320 



lustice he was ful often in assise 

By patent and by plain commission 

ffor his science and. for his heigh renoMn 

Of" fees and rohes had he many oon 

So gref a purchaceowr was nowher non 

Al was fee simple to him in eifecte 

His purchasynge might* nof ben infecte 

!N"o wher so besy a man as he f er nas 

And 3if he semed bisiere fan he was 

In termes hadde he caas and doomes alle 

Thaf from fe tyme of" king* Wilkam were falle 324 

Ther-to he ooufie endite and make a fink" [leaf 5, back] 

Ther coufe no wighf pynehe af his writynk" 

And euery statufr confe he plem by Eote 

He rood buf homly in a medly coote 328 

Gerf with a semf of silk* wij) barres smale / 

Of-* his array telle I no lenger tale 

A ffrankeleyn was m his compaignie 

Whif was his herd as is the dayessye 332 

Of his complexion he was sanguyne 

"Wei loued he by Jje morwe a sop in wyne 

To lyuen m delif euer was his wone / 

ffor he was Opiournes owne sone 336 

That" held opinion faf plem delite 

"Was verrey felicite partite 

An houshalder and faf a gref was he 

Seinf luHan he was ia his contre 340 

His breed his ale was alweys after oon 

A better envyned man was neuer noon 

"Wifioute bake mete was nener his hous 

Of fissB and fleissh and faf so plenteuous 344 

If snewed m his hous of mete and drmk' 

Of aUe deyntes fat" men coude fink" 

After pe sondry sesons of pe ^ere 

So changed he his mete and his sopeere 348 

fful many a faf partrich hadde he m Mewe 

COKPUS 10 



lustice he was ful often in assise 
By patent and by pleyn commyssionw 
ffor his science, and for his high renou» 
Of fees and robes hadde he many on 
So gret a purchassour was nowher non 
Al was fee symple to him ia effects 
His purohassynge myht nonht ben infecte 
iN"owher so besy a man as he ther nas 
And yet he semed bisiere than he was 
In termes hadde he caas and domes aUe 
That from the tyme of kyng* william were faUe 
Therto he cowde endite and make a thyng* 
Ther conthe no wighf pynehe af his writyng* 
And euery statute conthe he pleyne by roote 
He rood but homely in a medle coote 
Gerf with a senf of selk" wij) barres smale 
Of his array telle I no lenger tale 
k ffrankeleyn was in his compaignye 
■^ Whif was his ber(S as is the daieseye 
Of his complexiou?i he was sangwyne 
Wei lonede he by the morewe a soppe in wyne 
To lyuen m delite euere was his wone 
ffor he was Epiournes owne sone 336 

That helde opynyon) Jiat pleyn delite 
Was verrey felicite parfite 
An houshaldere and thaf a greef was he 
Semt lulyan he was m his contre 340 

His bred his ale was alleweys aftir oon 
A bettir envyned man / was nowher noon / 
With onte bakemete was neuere his hous Oeaf s, back] 

Of fissche and fleisshe and fat so plentevous 344 

It snewede m his hons of mete and drynke 
Of aUe deyntethes thaf men couthe thmke 
Aftir the sondry sesons of the yere 

So -changed he his mete and his sopere 348 

fful many a faf partncR hadde he in Mewe 

D PETWORTH 10 
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lustice he was ful often m assise 

Be Patent and be pleme commissioiin 

ffor his science and his hihe renoan 316 

Of fees and robes had he manyone 

So grete a purchasour was nowhere none 

Al was fe symple to him m effecte 

His purchasmge miht nouht be enfecte 320 

ISTo-wher so besy a man as he fare nas 

And jitte he semed bisier fan he was 

In termes had he cas and domes aft 

fat fro f e time of Kynge William were fatt 324 

Thare-to he couf e endite and make a f mge 

There couf e no whight pmche att his writemge 

And euery statut couf e he pleme be rote 

He rode Eode bot homely m Medle cote 328 

Gerde wif a semt of silke withe w«t7i barres smale 

Of his aray tel .1. no longer tale 

IT A frankelem was m his companye 

White was his berde as is f e dayse 332 

Of his complexion he was sangwyne 

Wele loued he be f e morwe a soppe m wyne 

To leuen m delit euer was his wonne 

ffor he was Opiournes owne Sonne 336 

That helde opinione fat pleine delite Peaf 6] 

Was verrey felicite perfite 

An howse-halder and fat a grete was he 

Seint lulian he was in his countre 340 

His brede his ale was alwey after one 

A better envmed man was neuer none 

Wif owte bakemete was neuer his howse 

Of ffissche of flessche and fat so plentiuouse 344 

It snewide in his house of mete and dnnke 

Of al Deyntef es fat men couf e f enke 

After f e sondri sesons of f e ^ere 

So chaunged he his mete and his soper 348 

fful many a fat partriche had he m Mewe 

LANSDOWNE 10 



GROUP A. § 1. GBNBHAi, PEOLOGUE. EUesBiere MS. 11 

And many a Breem / and many a luce m Stiiwe 

"Wo -was his Cook" / hut if his sauce were 

Poynaunt / and shaipe / and redy al his geere 352 

His table dormant" m his haUe alway 

Stood redy couered / al the longe day 

At sessions ther was he lord and sire 

fful ofte tyme / he was knyght of the shire 356 

An Anlaas / and a gipser al of silk' 

Heeng at his girdel / whit as morne Milk / 

A shirreue hadde he heen and Countour 

Was nowher / such a worthy Vauasour 360 

AN haherdasshere and a Carpenter T Haberdassiiere 

__. , , -rx , it Carpenter 

A W ebhe / a Dyere / and a Tapycer IT Webbe 

And they were clothed alle m o lyueree 1 'J-'apioer 

Of a solempne / and a greet fraternitee 

iful fressh and newe / hir geere apiked was 

Hir knyues / were chaped noght with hras 

But al w«t7i siluer / wroght ful clene and weel 

Hire girdles and hir pouches euerydeel 

Wei semed ech of hem / a fair burgeys 

To sitten m a yeldehalle / on a deys 

Euerich / for the Avisdom ]>at he kau 

Was shaply / for to been an Alderman 

ffor catel hadde they ynogh and rente 

And eek hir wyues wolde if wel assente 

And elles certeyn / were they to blame 

It is ful fair / to been ycleped ma Dame 

And goon to Tigilies / al bifore 

And haue a Mantel roialliche ybore 

A Cook they hadde witJi hem for the nones 

-^ To boUle the chiknes witJi the Marybones 

And poudre Marchanf tarfr and galyngale 

Wel koude he knowe / a draughte of London ale 

He koude rooste and sethe / and boiUe and frye 

Maken Mortreux / and wel bake a pye 

But greet harm was it / as it thoughte me 

ELLESMBKE 11 
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380 



384 
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fHaberdasshere 
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Dyere. 



And many a breem / and many a luce in Stuwe 

Wo was his Cook" / but if his Sauce weere 

Poynaunf and sharpe / and redy al his geere 

His table dormaunf in his halle alway 

Stood redy couered / al the longe day 

At sessions / ther was he / lord and sire 

iful ofte tyme / he was knyght of the Shire 

An Anlaas / and a Gipser / al of Sylk 

Heeng* at his girdel / whit as morne mylk" 

A Shirreue hadde he been / and Countour 

Was nowheer / swich a worthy vauasour 

^ An haberdasshere / and a Carpenter 

A Webbe / a Dyere / and a Tapycer 

And they weere clothed alle / m oo lyueree '■^''Py*''' 

Of a solempne / and a greet fraternytee 

fful fressh and newe / hir geere apyked was 

Hir knyues weere chaped / noght with bras 

But al with siluer / wroght ful clene and wel 

Hir girdles / and hir pouches / euerydel 

Wel seemed eech of hem / a fair Burgeys 

To sitten in a yeldehalle / on a deys 

Euerych / for the wisdom / fat he kan 

Was shaply / for to been an Alderman 

ffor catel / hadde they ynogh / and rente 

And eek hir wyues / wolde it wel assente 

And ellis certejrn / they weere to blame 

It is ful fair / to been yclepyd madame 

And goon to vigilies / al bifore 

And haue a Mantel / realliche ybore 

^ A Cook they hadde with hem / for the nones 

To boUle the chiknes / with the Marybones 

And poudre marcliaunf . tarfr and / Galyngale 

Wel koude he knowe / a draghte of london ale 

He koude rooste / and seethe / and broUle / & frye 

Maken Mortreux / and wel bake a pye 

But greet harm was ifr as it thoughte me 

HENGWET 11 
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GROUP A. §1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Cambridge MS. 11 

And many a bre?» / & manye a luce m stewe 

Wo was hese cook / but 3if hese sauce were 

Poynaunt & redy al hese geere 352 

His table dormaumt m hese halle alwey 

Stod redy keuered / al the longe day 

At sessiouwnys fere was he lord & syre 

fful ofte tyme he was kn[i]ght of the schyre 356 

An Aulas & a gipser al of sylk 

Heng at hese gyrdil whit as morwyw mylk 

A schirreue hadde he ben & countour 

Was ' newer swich a vanasour v^smaiaterMnai 360 

An habirdaschere & a carpenter Deiif iss, back] 

A Webber a dyere & a taphiser 

And fey were clothid alle m on lyuere 

Of a ful solewpne & a gret fraternyte 364 

ffrorsch & newe here ger apikede was 

Here knyues were chapid not with bras 

But al -with sylvir wroujt ful clene & wel 

Here grerdelys & here pouclus euerydel 368 

Wel semede eche of hem a fayr burgeys 

To sittyn In a jilde halle on a deys 

Euerych for the wisdam that he can 

Was schaply for to ben an aldirman 372 

ffor catel hade fey I-now & rente 

And ek here wyuys wolde it wel assente 

Ajid eUis serteyn weryn fey to blame 

It IS ful fayr to be clepid madame 376 

And gon to vigUis al be-fore 

And han a mental ryalliche I-bore 

A cok hadde fey with he??z for f e nonys A Cook 

To boile the chekenys & the marye bonys 380 

And poudir Marchaunt tard & galyngale 

Wel coude he knowe a draujt of londen ale 

He couth roste & sethe & boyle & frye 

Makyn mortereus & wel bake a pye 384 

But gret harm was it as it semede me 
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And many a brem and many a luce in stuwe 

Wo -was his cooke hnV his sauce were 

Poynanf and scharp and redy att his gere 

His table dormanf m his haUe alway 

Stod redy couered att the longe day 

Af Sessions fer was he lord and sire 

fful ofte tyme he was knighf oi' Jie schire 

An anelas and a gisper al of" silke 

Heng* af his girdel whif as morne mylke 

A scherref' had he ben and a comptour 

"Was nowher such a wor])i vauasour 

An haburdaissher and a Carpenter 

A Webbe a Dyer and a Tapecer 

And fei were clojied alle m oo liuere 

Of a solempne and a gret ffratemite 

fful freissch and newe here gere a-piked was 

Here knyfes nere chaped noughf wif bras 

But att wi]j siluer wrought* ful clene and wel 

Here gerdles and here pouches euendel 

"Wel semed ech of' hem a fair burgeys 

To sitten m a yeldehalle on a deys 

Euerich for fe wisdom faf he can 

"Was schaply for to ben an Alderman 

ffor Catett hadde fei ynough and rente 

And eek here wyues wolde it wel assente 

And eUes certein fei were to blame 

If is ful fair to be cleped ma dame 

And gon to vigilies al bifore 

And haue a mantel nalliehe / bore 

A Cook" fei hadde wij) hem for fe nones 

To boyle Jie chikenes with fe maryebones 

And poudre marchanf tarf and gallyngale 

Wel kowde he know a draught" of" london ale / 

He coufe rost and sefe and broile and frie 

Maken mortreux and wel bake a pye 

Buf gref harm was if as it foughte me 
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368 
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And many a breme and many a luce in stewe 
Wo was his cook" buf [if] his sauce were 
Poynanf and sharps and redy al his gere 
His table dormant m his halle al way 
Stood redy couered al the longe day 
At sessions ther was he lord and sire 
fful often tyme he was knyghf of the shire 
An anelas and a gypsere al of" sUke 
Hengi at his girdel white as morne mylke 
A sherreff" had he ben / and a comptour 
Was nowher swich a worthy vauasour 

A N" habirdasshere and a Carpenter 
-'-^ A Webbe. a Diere and a Tapecere 
And they were clothid alle m oo lyuere 
Of" a solempne and a greef fcaternyte 
fful fressh and newe here gere apiked was 
Here knyfes nere chap[ed] nouhf with bras 
But al with syluer wrought ful clene and wel 
Here gerdelles and her pouches euery del 
Wel semed ech of* hem a fair burgeys 
To sitten in a yeldhalle on a deys 
Eueriche for the wisdom thaf he can 
Was shaply for to bene an Aldirman 
For catett hadde they I-noufi and Rente 
And eke her wifes wolde if wel assente 
And elles certeyn[ly] they were to blame 
If IS ful fair to be clepid Madame 
And gon to vigilies al be fore 
And haue a mantel nalliehe I-bore 

A Cook" they hadde / with hem for the nones 
-^ To boUle the chikenes with Je maribones 
And poudre Marchanf tarf of Gallyngale 
Wel kowde he knowe a drauht of london) ale 
He Couthe roste and sethe and broyle and ffrye 
Maken Mortrews and wel bake a pye 
But gret ha[r]m was if / as it thouhte me 

PETWOUTH 11 



352 



356 



360 



364 



368 



372 



376 



380 

[leaf 6] 



384 



And mony a breme and mony a luce in stewe 

Woo was his coke hot his sauce were 

Punyant and scharpe and redy al his gere 352 

His table dormant in his hatt alweie 

Stode redy couered al Jie longe deie. 

Att Sessions fere was he lorde and sire 

fful oft time he was kmght of fe schire 356 

An Anelas and a gisper al of silke 

Honge att his gerdel white as morne melke 

A Schirrif had he bene atid a eomptoure 

Was nowher suche a worfi vavisoure . 360 

An Haberdassher and a Carpentere 

A webbe a dyere . and a tapecere 

And jjei were clojied aft m o liuere 

Of a solempne and a grete ffratemite 364 

fful frische and newe hire gere a-pyked was 

Her'e knyues ware chaped nouht wijj bras 

Bot al wiJ) sLluer wrowht ful clene and wele 

Here girdeles and her pouches euery dele 368 

Wele semed iche of hem a faire burgeise 

To sitten in a jelde hatt on Je hihe dese 

Eueryche for fe wisdom fat he kanne 

Was schapely for to bene an Alderman 372 

ffor catel had fei ynowhe and rente 

And eke here wyves it wolde wele assente 

And elles certein pei were to blame 

It is ful faire to be cleped ma dame 376 

And gone to vigiles al to-fore 

And haue a mantil ryaliche ybore 

^ A Cooke fei had wif hem for fe nones Peaf a. 

To Boile fe Chikenes wiJ) fe mery bones 

And pouder Marchant taxte and Galingale 

Wele coufe he knowe a drawht of londen ale 

He coufe roste and sethe and broile and frye 

Maken Mortreux and wele bake a pye 384 

Bot grete harme was it as it fouht me 

LANSDOWNE 11 
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12 GEO UP A. §1. GENERAL PBOLOGUB. Ellcsmere MS. 

That on his shyne / a mormal hadde he 

ffor ■blankmanger / that made he with the heste 

AShipman was ther / wonynge fer by waste t Shipman 
ffor aught I woot / he was of Derteniouthe 389 

He rood Yp on a Eounoy / as he kouthe 

In a gowne of faldyng* to the knee 

A daggers / hangynge on a laas hadde he 392 

Aboute his nekke / vnder his Arm adoun 

The hoote somer / hadde maad his hewe al broun 

And certeinly / he was a good felawe 

tful many a draughte of wyn / had he [y-]drawe 396 

ffro BurdeuxwarcJ / whil that the Chapman sleeps 

Of nyce conscience / took he no keepe 

If pat he faugSt* and hadde the hyer hond' 

By water / he sente hem hoom to euery loud' 400 

But of his craft / to rekene wel his tydes 

His stremes / and his daungers hym bisides 

His herberwe / and his moone / his lodemenage 

Ther nas noon swich / from HuUe to Cartage 404 

Hardy he was and wys / to vndertake 

With many a tempest / hadde his herd been shake 

He knew alle the hanenes / as they were 

ffron Gootlond' to the Cape of ifynystere 408 

And euery cryke / m Britaigne and m Spayne 

His Barge / ycleped was the Maudelayne 

TTTith Ts ther was a Doetour of Phisik iTDoctourof Phisik/ 

' ' In al this world / ne was ther noon hym lik 412 

To speke of phisik / and of Surgerye 
ffor he was grounded m Astronomye 
He kepte his paeienti a ful greet deel 
In houres / by his magyk natureel 416 

Wel koude he fortunen the Ascendent 
Of hise ymages / for his pacienf 
He knew the cause / of euerich maladye 
Were it of hoof or cold / or moyste / or drye 420 

And where they engendred / and of what humoar 

ELLESMERE 12 



12 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. HengWtt MS. 

That on his Shyne / a Mormal hadde he 

ffor Blankmanger / that maade he with the beste 

% A Shipman was ther / wonjmg fer by weste Shipman. 

ffor aught I woof he was of Dertemouthe 389 

He rood vp on a Eouncy / as he kouthe 

In a gowne of faldyng* to the knee Deaf 7] 

A daggere hangjTige on a laas / hadde he 392 

Aboute his nekke / vnder his arm adown 

The hoote Somer / hadde maad his hewe al brown 

And certeynly / he was a good felawe 

fiiil many a draghte of wyn / hadde he drawe 396 

ffro Burdeuxward' / whil fat the Chapman sleepe 

Of nyce conscience / took he no keepe 

If yat he faghf and hadde the hyer hond' 

By watre he sente hem hoom / to euery lonij 400 

But of his craff to rekene wel his tydes 

His stremys / and his daungers hym bisydes 

His herberwe and his moone / his lodmenage 

Ther was noon swich / from huUe to Cartage 404 

Hardy he was / and wys to vndertake 

With many a tempesf hadde his beerd been shake 

He knew alle the hauenes / as they weere 

ffro Gootlond / to the cape of ffynysteere 408 

And euery cryke / ui Britaigne / and m Spaigne 

His barge / y-clepyd was the Mawdelayne 

% With vs / ther was / a Doetour of Phisyk" Koctrmr of 

In al this world / ne was ther noon hym lyfc 

To speken of Phisyt and of Surgerye 413 

ffor he was grounded / in Astronomye 

He kepte his pacienf a ful greet deel 

In houres / by his magyk natureel 416 

Wel koude he fortunen / the ascendenf 

Of hise ymages / for his pacienf 

He knew the cause / of euery maladye 

Weere if of hoof or ooold / or moyste / or drye 420 

And where it engendred / and of what humour 

HENGWET 12 



12 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Cambridge MS. 

That on hese schene a mormal hadde he 

ffor blankmanger fat made he at the beste 

A schipman was fere wonyrege fer be weste a Shipman 

ffor oujt I wot he was of dertemouthe sgg 

He rod up on a rouracy as he couthe 

In a gouKne of faldynge to the kne 

A daggere hangywge on a lace hadde he 392 

Aboute his nekke vndir his arm adoure 

The bote somyr hadde mad his hew al broun 

And serteynli he was a good felawe 

fful manye a draujt of weyn hadde he I-drawe 396 

ffrom burdeux ward whil that the chapman slep [leaf is7] 

Of nyce consience tok he none kep 

3if that he fau^t & hadde the heyere hand 

Be watyr he sente hem hom by eneij land 400 

But of hese craft to rekene wel hese tydis 

Hese stremys & hese dauwgerys hym besyde 

His herberwe & hese mone his ' lodmyjigage us in a later nanai 

There nas non swich fronj hul to cartage 404 

Hardy he was & wys to vndirtake 

With manye a te))?pest hadde his herd ben schake 

He knew alle f e hauenys as fey were 

ffro gotlond to the kape of fenystere 408 

And &ierj Cryk m bretayne & m spayne 

His barge clepid was de maudelayne 

With vs fere was a doctozr;- of phisik Doctor de physik 

In al fis world was ther non hjm lik 412 

To speke of phisik & of surgerye 

ffor he was grouwdit m astronomye 

Hepte hese pacient a ful gret del 

In houres by his Magik naturel 416 

Wel couthe he fortwnera the ascendent 

Of hese ymagis / for hese paeient 

He knew the cause of euery maladye 

Were it hot or cold or moyst or dreye 420 

And where fey engendere & of what humowr 

CAMBRIDGE 12 



12 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. CorpUS MS. 

Tkaf on. his sehyne a mormal hadde lie 
ffor blank-manger Jjat made he wij) fe beste / 
A schipman was Jjer ■wonyng' fer by weste 388 

ffor ougbf I -wof he was of Dertemouthe 
He rood vpon a rouncy as he coujje 
In a gowne of faldyngi to J;e knee / 

A dagger hangyng* m a lace hadde he / 392 

Aboute his nekke vnder his arm a-doun 
The hoote somer had mad his hiew al brouw 
And eertemly he was a good felawe 

fful many a draught* of wyn he hadde drawe 396 

ffrom Burdeaux warde whil fe chapmen sleepe Oeafe.bacH 
Of nyce conscjenoe took he no keepe 
If faf he faughf and had f e heigher honde 
By water he sent* hem hom to euery londe 400 

Buf of his craff to riken wel his tydes 
His stremes and his daunger him besydes 
His herberwe and his moone and his ledmannage 
Ther was non such from hulle to kartage iOi 

Hardy he was and wys to vndurtake 
With many a tempest* had his herd be schake 
He knew alle p& hauenes as they were 
ffro Gotlond to Jie Cape de fynystere 408 

And euery Cryke m Bretaigne and m Spaigne 
His barge y-cleped was fe Mawdeleyne 
Vv ith vs Jjer was a Doctour of Phisike 
In al fis world ne was Jjer non him like 412 

To speke of Phisik and of Surgerie 
ffor he was grounded in astronomie 
He kepf his paeienf a ful gref del 

In houres by his magiqwe naturel 416 

"Wel coujie he fortune the ascendent" 
Of his ymages for his pacient 
He knewe Jie cause of euery maladie / 
Were if of hoof of cold or moisf or drie / 420 

And wher engendred and of what humour 

COKPUS 12 



12 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. PetWOrth MS. 

Thaf on his shene a mormal hadde he 
For blank" manger" that made he with the beste 
A Shipman was ther / wonyng" fer bi waste 388 

-^ For ouht I woof he was of Dertemouthe 
He rood yppon a Eouncy as he couthe 
In a gowne of ffaldyng" to the kne 

A daggar" hangynge m a lace hadde he 392 

Abou.te his necke vndir his arme douw 
The hote somer hadde made his hiew al brouw 
And Certeynly he was a good felawe 
fful many a drauht of wyn hadde he drawe 396 

ffrom burdeux ward' while the chapmen slepe 
Of nyce conscience took" he no kepe 
Tif thaf he fauhf / and hadde the heihere honiS 
By watir he sente hem home to euery lon(S 400 

But of his craft / to rikene wel his tydes 
His stremes and his daunger him bisydes 
His herberuh. his moone and his lodmanage 
Ther nos noon such from huLle to Cartage 404 

Hardy he was / and wys to vndirtake 
"With many a tempest" had his herd be shake 
He knew alle the hauenes as they were 
ffro gutlond to the cape de fynystere 408 

And euery cryke m bretaygne and in Spayne 
His barge y-clepid was the maudeleyne 

With us ther was a dootour of f&sik" 
In al this worl(J ne was ther none hym lilj" 412 

To speke of flsike and of surgerye 
ffor he was grounded in astronomye 
He kepte his pacient" a ful greef del 

In houres by his magik" naturel 416 

Wel couthe he fortune the assendenf 
Of his ymages for his pacienf 

He knew the cause of euery maladye Deaf 6, back] 

Were it" of hoot" or cold' or moysf or drye 420 

And wher engendred and [of] what humour 

PETWORTH 13 



12 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Lansdowne MS. 



Jjat on his schinne a mormal had he 

ffor blankemangere ))at maade he vnp Jie beste 

^ A Schipman was ^ere wonnynge fer be weste 

ffor owht .1. wote he was of dertemoujie 

He rode vpon a rounse as he coujje 

In a goune of foldeynge to Jie loie 

A dagger hongeynge on a lace had he 

Abowte his neke vnder his Arme downe 

Jje Hote somere had made his hiew al browne 

An eertemly he was a goode felawe . 

fful mony a drauht of wyne had he draw 

ffrome Burdeux-warde whan pe chapman slepe 

Of nice conscience toke he no kepe 

If Jiat he fauhte and had Jje hiher honde 

Be water he sent him home be euery londe 

Bot of his crafte to rekken wele his tides 

His stremes and his dawnger him be-sides 

His herberwe . and his mone . and his lodemaiinage 

Thare was none swyche fro Hulle to Cartage 

Hardy he was and wjae to vndertake 

Wib mony a tempest had his berde be schake 

He knewe al fe hauenes as Jiei were 

ffro Gotelonde to fe cape Defynystre 

And euery Cryke m Breteine and in Spayne 

His barge y-cleped was fe Maudeleyne 

V Wip vs jjere was a doctur of Phesike 

In al ]jis werlde ne was pere none him like 

To speke of Phisike and of Surgerie 

ffor he was grounded in Astronomye 

He kepet his pacient a ful grete dele 

In houres be his Magike naturele 

Wele coufe he fortune pe Ascendent 

Of his ymages for his pacient 

He knewe pe cause of euer-yche maledie 

Were it of colde of hote or moiste or drie 

And where-of engenderde it . and of what Lumere 

LANSDOWNE 12 
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424 



428 



He was a verray parfit praktisour 
The cause yknowe / and of his harm the roote 
Anon, he yaf / the sike man his boote 
flful redy hadde he / hise Apothecaries 
To sende him drogges and his letuaries 
ffor ech of hem / made oother for to wynne 
Hir frendshipe / nas nat newe to higynne 
Wei knew he / the olde Esculapius 
And Deyscorides / and eek Eisus 
Olde ypocras / Haly / and Galyen 

Serapion) Eazis / and Auycen 432 

Auerrois / Damascien / and Constantyn [leaf 9, baoi] 

Bernar(S / and Gatesden / and Gilhertyn 
Of his diete / mesurable was he 

ifor it was / of no superfluitee 436 

But of greet nonssyng / and digestible 
His studie / was but litel on the Bible 
In sangwyn and in pers / he clad was al 
Lyaed with Tafifata / and with Sendal 440 

And yet he was / but esy of dispence 
He kepte / that he wan in pestilence 
ffor gold m Phisik / is a cordial 

Therfore he louede gold in special 444 

A good wif was ther of biside Bathe If mt^^^^ '^^"^ 

■'-^ But she was som del deef and pat was scathe 
Of clooth makyngt she hadde swich an haunf 
She passed hem of ypres and of Gaunf 448 

In al the parisshe / wif ne was ther noon 
That to the offrynge / bifore hire sholde goon 
And if ther dide / certeyn so wrooth was she 
That she was / out of alle charitee 452 

Hir couerchiefs / ful {jae weren of groun(J 
I dorste swere / they weyeden ten pound' 
That on a sonday / weren vpon hir heecj 
Hit hosen weren / of fyn scarlet ree<J 456 

fful streite yteyd / and shoes ful' moyste and newe 

ELIESMEKE 13 



424 



428 



He was a verray / perfit practisour 

The cause yknowe / and of his harm the roote 

Anoon he yaf / the sike man his boote 

^ fful redy hadde he / hise Apothecaryes 

To senden hym / his drogges / and his letuaryes 

ffor eech of hem / maade oother for to wynne 

Hir frendshipe / was noght newe to bigynne 

Wei knew he / the oolde Esculapyus 

And Discorides / and eek? Eusus 

Olde ypocras / Haly / and Galyen [leaf 7, back] 

Serapion / Eazis / and Avyeen 432 

Auerroys / Damascien / and Constantyn 

Bernard / and Gatesden / and Gilbert3ra 

Of Ins diete / mesurable was hee 

ffor it was / of no superfluytee 436 

But of greet norissynge / and digestible 

His studye / was but Utel on the Bible 

In sangwyn and m Pers / he clad was al 

Lyned with Taffata / and with Sendal 440 

And yet he was / but esy of dispence 

He kepte / fat he wan in pestilence 

ffor gold m Phisyfe. is a Cordial 

Ther fore / he loued gold m special 444 

^ A good wyf was ther / of bisyde Bathe 

But she was som del deef and that was scathe 

Of clooth makynge / she hadde swich an haunf 

She passed hem / of Ipres / and of Gaunf 448 

In al the parysshe / wyf ne was ther noon 

That to the offrynge / bifore hire sholde goon 

And if ther dide / certeyn / so wrooth was shee 

That she was / out of alle charitee 452 

Hir Couerchiefes / ful fyne weere of grownd' 

I dorste swere / they weyeden. ten pownd' 

That on a Sonday / weeren vp on hir heed 

Hir hosen weeren / of fyn Scarlet reed 456 

fful streyte yteyd / and shoes / ful moys.te & newe 

HENGWET 13 



The Goode Wyf 
of bisyde Bathe. 



424 



428 



He was a veray parfyt praktysour 

The cause I-knowe & of hese harm the rote 

Anon he ^af the seke man hese bote 

fful redy hadde he sese apotecaryis 

To syndyn hym hese droggis & hese letewaryis 

ffor eche of hem made ofere for to wynne 

Here frensehepe was not newe to begywne 

Wei knew he the olde exculapijs 

And diasoorides & ek Eufijs 

Olde ypocras lylye & galien 

Serapion Eajis & Auycen 432 

Auerois damascyen & constantyn peaf 137, back] 

Bernard & Gadefleuw & gilhertyn 

Of hese diete mesurable was he 

ffor it was of non superfluyte 436 

But of gret nuryschy«ge & digestible 

His stody was wol lytyl m the bible 

In sanguyw & m pers he clad was al 

lynede with taffata & sendal 440 

And 3it he was but esy of dispence 

He kepte that he wan m pestelence 

ffor gold m phisik is a cardial 

Therfore he louede gold m special 444 

A good wif was there of beside bathe A wyf of bathe 

But sche was sumdel def & fat was skathe 

Of cloth makyng sche hade swich an hand 

Sohe passed hem of ypres & of gaunt 448 

In al the parich wif was there non 

That to the offerynge to fore her' schulde gon 

And jif pere dede serteyn so wroth was sche 

That sche was out of alle charite 452 

Here couercheis ful fyne were of ground 

I durste swere fey weyedyw a pound 

That on a Sunday weryn vp on here hed 

Here hosyn weryn of fyn skarlet red 456 

fful streyte I-teyede & schois ful moyste & newe 

CAMBEIDGE 13 



GROOT A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. CoipUS MS. 13 



GROUP A. §1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. PetWOrth MS. 13 



GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. LaUSdOWHe MS. 13 



He was a verray parfif practisour 

The cause I-knowe and oi* his harm pe rote / 

Anon he jaf" pe site man his hote 

fful redy had he his appotecaries 

To sende hem drugges and his letuanes 

ffor ech of hem made oper for to wynne 

Here frendschip nas nat / newe for to gynne / 

Wei knew he Jie olde Esealapius 

And discorides and eke Eusus 

Olde ypocras haly and GaHen 

Serapion Eazie and auyzen 

Auerois damasoien and Constantine 

Bernard and Gatisdene and Gilbertine 

Ofi his diete mesurahle was he 

ffor if was of" no superfluite 

Buf of gret nonsshmg^ and digestible 

His studie was but litel on the bible 

In sangweyn and m pers he clad was al 

Lyned wi]) Taffata and with Sendal 

And yef he was buf esy of dispense 

He kepte paf he wan in Pestilence 

ffor gold m phisiqwe is accordial 

Ther-fore he loued gold m special 

A good wif" per was of by-syde bathe 

Buf sche was somdel def and Jjaf was skape 

Of olojj-makyng' sche hadde such an haunte 

Sche passed hem of ypres and of Gaunte 

In al pe parissche wif ne was per noon 

)5af to pe offryng* toforn hire sohulde gon 

And if per dede certein wrop was sche 

Thaf sche was oute of alle charite / 

Hire couerchiefs ful fyne were of grounde 

I dorste swere pei weyeden ten pounde / 

Thaf on a soneday weren vpon hir hede 

Hire hosen weren of fyn scarlef reede 

fful streyf yteyed and schoos ful moyste and newe 

CORPUS 13 



424 



428 



432 

[leaf7J 



436 



440 



444 



448 



452 



456 



He was a verrey parfif practisour 
The cause I-knowe and of his harm the roote 
Anoon he yaf the sike man his boote 
fful redy hadde he hise apoteoaries 
To sende hem drugges / and his letuaries 
ffor ech of hem made othir for to wymne 
Her frendshipe nas nat newe to bigynne 
"Wei knew he the olde Esealapius 
And diascoride and ek" Eufus 
Old ypocras Hayly and GaUen 
Serapion Easis and Auysen 
Aueroys Damascien and constantyne 
Bernard and Gatisden and Gilbertyne 
Of his diete mesurable was he 
ffor it was of no superfluyte 
Bot of gref norshmge and digestable 
His studie was buf litel on the bible 
In sangweyn and m perce he clad was al 
Lyned with Taffata and with sendal 
And yet he was but esy of dispense 
He kepte thaf he wan m pestilence 
ffor gold in Phisik is a cordeal 
Therfore he louede golcS m special 
A Good wiff ther was of besides bathe 
■'-^ But she was somdel def and pat was scathe 
Of cloth makynge sche hadde such an hauwt 
She passid hem of ypres and of Gaunt 
In alle the pansch wif ne was ther noon 
That to the offrynge toforn hii shulde goon 
And yf ther dide / certeyn wroth was she 
That she was out of al[le] charite 
Hir couerchefes ful fyne were of groun(5 
I durste swere they weyeden ten poun(J 
That on a Sonday weren vpon hire hede 
Hir hosen weren of fyne scarlef rede 
fful streight I-teied / and shoes ful moisf and newe 

PEIWOETH 13 
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428 



432 



436 



440 



444 



448 



452 



456 

Deaf 7] 



He was a verrey perfite practisere 

The cause .I.-knewe and of his harme pe rote 

A-none he jaue seke man his bote 

fful redy had he his Apoteoaries 

To sende him drugges and his letuaries 

ffor iche of hem made oper for to winne 

Here ffrindeschipe nas not newe to begynne 

Wele knewe he pe olde Esealapius 

And discorides and eke Eusus 

Olde ypocras Haly and Galiene 

Serapion . Eazie and Auizene 

Auerois Damascien and Constantine 

Bernard and Gatisdene . and GUbertine 

Of his Dyete Mesurable was he 

ffor it was of no superfluite 

Bot of grete norssohiuge and digestible 

His study was bot litel on pe bible 

In sangwyne and m pers he clad was alt 

Lyned wip Tafeta and wip sendaft 

And jit he was bot esy of dispense 

He keped pat he wanne in pe pestilense 

ffor gold m phesik is accordial 

There-fore he loued golde in speciale 

IT A goode wif per was of be-side bape 

Bot sche was sumdele defe and pat was skape 

Of elope makeynge sche had swyche an haunte 

Sche passed hem of. Ipres and of Gaunte 

In aft pe parische wif ne was pere none 

That to pe offrmge to-forne hir scholde gone 

And if pere dide certeyne wrope was sche 

Jjat sche was owte of al charite 

Hire couerchiefs ful fine were of grounde 

.1. dorste swere pei weiden ten pounde 

J3at on a sonday weren on hire hede 

Here hosen weren of fine scarlet rede 

fful streite tyed . and schoes ful moiste and newe 

LANSDOWNE 13 
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444 



448 
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14 GEOUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. EUesDiere MS. 

Boold was hir face / and fair and reed of hewe 
She was a worthy womman. al hir lyue 
Housbondes at chirche dore / she hadde fyue 460 

■Withouten oother oompaignye m youthe 
But ther of / nedeth nat to speke as nowthe 
And thnes / hadde she been at lerusalem 
She hadde passed / many a straunge strem 464 

At Eome she hadde been and at Boloigne 
In Galioe at Semt lame / and at Coloigne 
She koude muohel / of wandrynge by the weye 
Gat tothed was she / soothly for to seye 468 

Vp on an Amblere / esily she sat 
Ywympled wel / and on hir heed an hat^ 
As brood / as is a bokeler / or a targe 
A foot mantel / aboute hir hipes large 472 

And on hire feefr a paire of spores sharpe 
In felaweshipe / wel koude she laugh e and carpe 
Of remedies of loue / she knew per chaunoe 
For she koude of that Arf the olde daunce 476 

A good man was ther of Eeligioun 

■^*- And was / a poure Person of a toun ir Ferson of a toun. 
But riohe he was / of hooly thoght and werk/ 
He was also / a lemed man a clerk" 480 

That cristes gospel / trewely wolde preche peaf lo] 

Hise parissEens / deuoutly wolde he teche 
Benygne he was / and wonder diligent 
And in Aduersitee ful pacienf 484 

And swich / he was [y-]preued ofte sithes 
fful looth were hym / to cursen for hise tithes 
But rather wolde he yeuen out of doute 
Yn to his poure parisshens aboute 488 

Of his oflfryng* and eek of his substaunce 
He koude / m litel thyng* haue suffisaunee 
"Wyd was his pansshe / and houses fer a sonder 
But he ne lafte naf for reyn ne thonder 492 

In siknesse nor m meschief / to visite 

ELLESMEEE 14 



14 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. HeUgWrt MS. 

Boold was hir face / and fair and reed of hewe 

She was a worthy womman / al hir lyue 

Housbondes at chirche dore / she hadde fyue 460 

With outen oother compaignye / in yowthe 

But ther of / nedeth noghf to speke as nowthe 

And thries / hadde she been at lerusalem 

She hadde passed / many a straunge strem 464 

At Eome she hadde been / and at Boloyne 

In Galyce at Semt lame / and at Coloyne 

She koude muchel / of wandrynge by the weye 

Gattothed was she / soothly for to seye 468 

Vp on an Amblere / esily she sat* 

Ywympled wel / and on hir heed an haf 

As brood as is / a Bokeler / or a Targe [leafs] 

A foot mantel / aboute hir hypes large 472 

And on hir feef a peyre of spores sharpe 

In felaweshipe / wel koude she laughe. and carpe 

Of remedies of loue / she knew par chaunce 

ifor she koude of that arfr the olde daunce 476 

^ A good man / was ther / of EeHgioun 

And was a poure parson / of a toun Vtrson of a town. 

But nche he was / of holy thoght and werk? 

He was also / a lerned man a Clerk 480 

That Cristes gospel / trewely wolde preche 

His parisshens / deuoutly wolde he teche 

Benygne he was / and wonder diligent 

And m aduersitee / ful pacienf 484 

And swich he was proeued / ofte sythes 

fful looth weere hym / to cursen for his tythes 

But rather wolde he yeuen / out of doute 

Vn to his poure parisshens aboute 488 

Of his offrynge / and eek" of his substaunce 

He koude m litel thyng* haue sufifisaunoe 

Wyd was his pansshe / and houses fer a sonder 

But he ne lafte noghf for reyn ne thonder 492 

In siknesse / nor m meschief' to visite 

HENGWIIT 14 



14 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Cambridge MS. 

Bold was here face & fayr & red of hewe 

Sche was a worthi woman al here lyue 

Husbondis at cherohe dore sche hadde fyue 460 

With-outjn ojiere compayne m youthe 

But ^erof nedith not to speke as nouthe 

And thryes hadde sche ben at lerusalem 

Sche hadde passed manye a strong strem 464 

At rome she hadde ben & at boloyne 

In galis at seynt lame & at coloyne 

Sche couthe meche of wonderyng be f* weye 

Gat-tofed was sche sothly for to seye 468 

Vp-on an aumbelere ful esily sche sat [leaf iss] 

I-wympeled wel & on here hed an hat 

As brod as is a bokeler or a targe 

A fot-mental a-boute here hepis large 472 

And on here fet a peyre of sporys scharpe 

In felauschepe wel coude sche lawe & carpe 

Of remedijs of loue / sche knew per sehauwce 

ffor sche coude of that art / the olde dau?ese 476 

A good man was there of religiouw a Persoviw 

And was a pore persowi of a toum 

But riche he was of holy thou^t & werk 

He was also a lemed man a clerk 480 

That cnstis gospel trewely wolde teche 

Hese parischiens deuoutly wolde he teche 

Benyngne he was & wondyr delygent 

And m aduersite ful pacient 484 

And swich he was preuyd ofte sythis 

fful loth were hym to cursyn for hese tythis 

But rathere wolde he jeuyw out of doute 

Vnto hese pore parschens aboute 488 

Of hese offeryng & hese substau[M]ce 

He couthe m lityl thyng han safiisiauBce 

Wyd was hese parysch & housys fer asundir 

But he ne lyfte not for reyn ne thondii 492 

In seknesse nor in mysohif to visite 

CAMBRIDGE 14 



14 GROUP A. § 1. GENBRAi PEOLOGUE. CorpUS MS. 

Bolde was hir face and fair and reed of^ hewe 

Selie was a worjii womman al hir lyue 

Housbondes atte olurehe dore selie liadde fyue 460 

"Wijjouten ofer companye m 30uJ)e 

Buf fer-of" needeji noughf to speke as nonfe 

And Jjries liadde sehe ben at lerMsalem 

Scbe liadde passed many a strange strem 464 

At" Eome sche hadde ben and af Boloigne 

In Galice at" samf lame and at" Coloigne 

Sche coujje moche of wandring" by Jie weye 

Gaf tojjed was scbe sojjly for to seye 468 

Vpon an ambler esely sche satte Deaf?, back i 

I-wympled wel and on bir heed an hatte 

As brood as is a bokeler or a targe 

A fote-manteft abouten hir hipes large / 472 

And on hire feet" a paire of" spores scharpe 

In felaschipe wel coufe sche laughe and carpe 

Of remedies of lone sche knew ■par chaunce / 

ffor sche coufe of" faf arf fe colde daunce 476 

A good man was Jier of religioMn 

And was a poure person of a toiin 

Buf nche he was of holy fought and werki 

He was also a lerned man and a clerk' 480 

Thaf cristes gospeli trewly wolde preche 

His parisshiens deuoutly wolde he teche 

Benigne he was and wonder diligent 

And in aduersite ful pacienf 484 

and swich he was prened ofte sifes 

fful lof were him to cursen for his tyjies / 

Buf rafter wolde he yeuen ouf of doute 

Vnto his poure parisshens aboute 488 

Of his oflfryng* and of his substance 

He coufe in Htel fing" haue suffisance 

Wyd was his parisshe and houses fer a-sondre 

Buf he ne lefte noughf for rayn ne Jjondre 492 

In seknesse nor in meschief to visite 

COEPDS 14 



14 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Pctworth MS. 14 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PEOLOGUE. Lansdowne MS. 



Bold was hir face and faire / and red of hiewe 
She was a worthi womman al hir lyue 
Housbondes atte chirche dore she hadde fyue 460 

With outen othir companie m youthe 
But ther of nedith nouKf to speke as nouthe 
And thries hadde she bene at lerusalem 
She had[de] passed many a strange strem 464 

At Eome sche had ben / and at boloyne 
In Galice at saint lame and at Coloigne 
She koude moche on wandrynge bi the weye 
Gat tothid was she sothely for to seie 468 

Vp on an Amblere esily she satte 
I-wympled wel and on hir heed an hatte 
As brood as is a bokellere or a targe 

A fof mantel abouten hire hipes large 472 

And on hire feef a paire of spores sharpe 
In felaschipe wel couthe sche lawKe a?id carpe 
Of remedies of loue she kneuh parchauMoe 
ffor she couthe of that art the daunce 476 

A Good man was there of religiouw 
•'-^ And was a pore persouw of a touw 
But riche he was of holy thouht a?id werk" 
He was also a lerned man and a clerk" 480 

That Cristes gospel treuly wolde preche 
His parisschens deuoutly wolde he teche 
Benyngne he was and wondir dUigenf 
And in aduersite / ful pacienf 484 

And swich he was [ijpreued ofte sithes 
fful looth were him to cursen for his tythes 
But rather wolde he yeuen ouf of doute 
Vnto his poure parisshens aboute 488 

Of his offrynge and of his substance 
He couthe in litil thing" han sufi&sance 
"Wide was hise pansshe and houses fer asondir 
But he ne lafte nouthir for rayne ne for thuwdir 492 

In sikenesse nor m meschief to visite 

E PETWORTH 14i 



Bolde was hir" face and faire and rede of hewe 

Sche was a worjie womman al hir lyue 

Hosbondes att Jie oherche dore sche had five . 

WiJ) owten ojjer company in hu- joujje 

Bot fere-of nedeji nouht to speke as nonjje 

An fries had sche be att lerusalem 

Sche had passed many a strange streme 

Att Rome sche had bene att Boloyne 

In Galis att semte lame and att Coloyngne 

Sche eoufe muche on wandrynge be fe weie 

Gate tojiede was sche sothely for to seye 

Vpon an Amblere ful esely sche satte 

.Y-wymplede wele and one hir heued an hatte 

As brode as is a bokelere or elles a targe 

A fotmantil a-boute hir hippes large 

And on hrr feet a paire of spores scharpe 

In felauschepe wele coufe sche lawghe and carpe 

Of remedies of loue sche coujje pa)-chaunce 

ffor sche couthe of fat arte fe colde daunce 

^ A goode man was fere of religione 

And was a poure persone of a toune 

Bot nche he was of holy f ouht and werke 

He was also a lemede man and a clerke 

J)at cnst gospett trewly wolde preche 

His parisshms deuowtely wolde he teche 

Benygne he was and wonder diligente 

And m aduersite ful paciente 

And suche he was preuede oft sithes 

fful lof e were him to cursen for his tif es 

Bot raf er wolde he jeuen owte of doute 

Vnto his pouer pensshens aboute 

Of his Offrmge and of his substance 

He couf e in litel f mge haue suffisance 

Wyde was his parisshe aad houses fer in sondere 

Bot he ne left nowtht for reyne ne for f ondere 

In sekenes nor ui Mesohef to visite 

LANSDOWNE 14 
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[leaf?, back] 
464 
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480 



484 
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492 



CROTJP A. § 1. GBiirBEAL PROLOGUE. Ellesmere MS. 15 

The ferreste in Ms parisshe mticlie and lite 

Vp on his feef and ia his hand a staf 

This noble ensample to his sheepe he yaf 496 

That iirste he wroghte / and afterward that he taughte 

Out of the gospel / he tho 'wordes caughte 

And this figure / he added eek ther to 

That if gold ruste / what shal Iren doo 500 

For if a preest be foul / on whom we truste 

ISTo wonder is / a lewed man to ruste 

And shame it is / if [that] a prest take keeps 

A shiten shepherde / and a clene sheepe 504 

Wei oghte a preest / ensample for to yeue 

By his clennesse / how fat his sheepe sholde lyue 

He sette nat his benefice to hyre 

And leet his sheepe / encombred in the Myre 508 

And ran to London / vn to seint Poules 

To seken hym a ohauntiie for soules 

Or with a bretherhed / to been withholde 

But dwelleth at hoom and kepeth wel his folde 512 

So that the wolf / ne made it nat myscarie 

He was a shepherde / and noght a Meroenarie 

And though he hooly were / and vertuous 

He was naf to synful man despitous 516 

Ne of his speche / daungerous ne digne 

But in his techyng* discreet and benygne 

To drawen folk to heuene by fairnesse 

By good ensample / this was his bisynesse 620 

But it were any persone obstinaf 

What so he were / of heigh or lough estat 

Hym wolde he snybben sharply for the nonys 

A bettre preesf I trowe / fat nowher noon ys 524 

He waiteth / after no pompe and reiierence 

N^e maked him a spiced conscience 

But cristes loore / and hise Apostles twelue 

He taughte / but flrsf he folwed it hym selue 528 

TTTith hym ther was a Plo^yman was his brother ' '^ p^iuS 

' ' ELLESMERE 15 



GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Hengwrt MS. 15 

The ferreste in his parisshe / muche and lyte 

Yp on his feef and ui his bond a staf" 

This noble ensample / to his sheep he yaf" 496 

That first he wroghte / and afterward he taughte 

Out of the gospel / he tho wordes caughte 

And this figure / he added eek ther to 

That if gold ruste / what sholde Iren do 500 

ffor if a preest be foul / m whom we truste 

'No wonder is / a lewed man to ruste 

And shame it is / if a preest take keepe 

A shiten shepherde / and a clene sheepe 504 

Wel oghte a preesf ensample for to yiue 

By his clennesse / how fat his sheep sholde lyue 

He sette noghf . his benefice to hyre 

And leet his sheep / encombred m the Myre 508 

And ran to London / vn to Semt Poules 

To seeken hym / a Chauntrye for soules 

Or with a breetherede / to been withhoolde peaf s, back] 

But dwelte at hoom / and kepte wel his foolde 512 

So fat the wolf* ne maade it noghf myscarye 

He was a sheepherde / and noght a Mercenarye 

And thogh he hooly weere / and vertuous 

He was noghf to synful men despitous 516 

ISTe of his speche / daungerous / ne digne 

But ia his techyng* discreef and benygne 

To drawen folk" to heuene / with fairnesse 

By good ensample / this was his bisynesse 520 

But it weere / any persone obstynaaf 

What so he weere / of heigh / or lowe estaaf 

Hym wolde he snybben / sharply for the nonys 

A bettre preesf I trowe ther no'wher noon ys 624 

He wayted / after no pompe / and reuerence 

Ne maked hym / a spyoed conscience 

But Cristes loore / and hise Apostles twelue 

He taughte / but firsf he folwed it hym selue 528 

^ With hym ther was a Plowman / was his broother Plowman. 
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The fertheste in hese parioh meche & Hte 

Vp on hese fet & in hese bond a staf 

This noble ensaumple to hese schep he 3af 

That fyrst he wrou3te & aftyrward he tau3te 

Out of the gospel he to wordis cau3te 

And this figure he addede f erto 

That 3if gold rustede what schal yryn do 

That 3if a pryst be foul on whom we truste 

No wondyr ist ' lewede men to ruste p ms. aiteredi 

And schame it is 3if a pryst take kep 

A schetyn schepperde & a clene schep 504 

Wel outhe a prest ensawwple for to 3eue [feat iss, back] 

By hese clennesse how hese schep schulde leue 

He sette not hese benefys to hyre 

An let hese schep ^ aou»?ibrit m the myre p)}inaiaterhaim 

And ran to lundene vn to seynt poulys 509 

To seke hym a chaxintrije for soulys 

Or with a brof erhed to be with holde 

But dwelte at hom & kepte wel hese folde 512 

So that f e wolf ne made it not myscarie 

He was a schepherde & not a mersenarye 

And f ow he holy were & vertyuoMS 

He was not to synful men dispitous 516 

Ne of hese speche dauregerous ne digne 

But in hese techyrage ^ discreet & benygne ^ t^a »„ <, later Mndi 

To drawyn folk to heuyn be clennesse 

Be good ensaumple this was hese besynesse 520 

But 3Lf it were ony persone obstynat 

What%o he were of hey or low estat [<tm «!»*«• to-»s] 

Hym wolde he snybbyn scharpli for the nonys 

A bettyr pryst I trowe neuere non is 524 

He waytid aftyr no pompe ne reuerence 

Ne makid [him '] a spisede concience p »„« later hand} 

But cnstis lore & hese apostitt twelue 

He taughte but fyrst he folwede it hym selue 528 

With hym fere was a plowman that was hese brof er 
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The ferreste m his pansshe moche and lite 
Vpon his feef and m his hond a staf 
This noble ensample to his scheep he yaf* 496 

Thaf fersf he -WTOughf and aftirward he taughte 
Out* ofi pe gospel he fo wordes caughte 
And Jjis fugure he addede eek / fer-to 
That" if gold mste whaf schal Iren do 500 

ffor if* a presf he foul on whom we truste 
ITo wonder is a lewed man to Euste 
And schame it is if a presf take kepe 
A schiten schepperde and a clene schepe 504 

"Wei oughf a prest" ensample for to ^yue [leaf s] 

By his clennes how fat" his scheep schulde lyue 
He sette nought' his benefice to hire 

And leef his scheep acombred m Jje myre 508 

And ran to london vnto Semte Poules 
To seeke him a Chaunterie for soules 
Or with a breferede for to be with-holde / 
Buf duelte af hom and kepte wel his folde 512 

So faf fe wolf" ne made if not" miscarie 
He was a schepperde and nof a mercenarie 
And fough he holy were and yertuous 
He was nought" to synful men dispitous 516 

'Se of his speohe daungerous ne digne 
Buf m his teching* discref and benigne 
To drawe foli? to heuen by fairnesse 

By good ensample ])is was his bisynesse / 620 

Buf if were ony persons obstinaf 
Whaf so he were of" heigh or low estat 
Him wolde he snebbe scharply for fe nones 
A bettre presf I trowe faf nowher non es 524 

He waited after no pompe and reuerence 
Ne maked him a spiced conscience 
But cristas lore and his apostles twelue 
He taughf buf fersf he folwed in himselue / 528 

vV ith him fer was a plowmare was his brojier 
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The ferrest in bis parisch myche and lite 
Vp on his fete / and m his hond a stafP Deaf 7, back] 

This noble ensample to his shepe he yaf" 496 

Thaf fersf he wroughte. and aftirward' Jiat he tauhte 
Ouf of the gospel he fo wordes cauhte 
And this figure he addede ek} therto 

Thaf yf gold ruste / whaf shal Iren do 600 

For ifi a presf be foul on whom we triste 
No wondir is a lewed man to ruste 
And shame it is yP a prest take kepe 
A shiten sheperde and a clene shepe 604 

"Wel ouhte a preest ensample for to yeue 
By his clennesse hou thaf his sheepe shulde lyue 
He sef nauht his benefice to hire 

And leef his sheep acombred m the myre 508 

And ran to london vn to semt Poules 
To seke hjm a chaiiterye for soules 
Or with a bretherhede to bene with holde 
Buf duelte af home / and kepte wel his folde 512 

So thaf the wolf ne made if nof myscarye 
He was a shepperde and nof a mercenarie 
And thouB. he holy were and vertuous 
He was nouhf to synful men dispitous 516 

Ke on his speche daungerous ne digne 
But m his techynge discref and benygne 
To drawen folk* to heuene by faimesse 
By good ensample / this was his bisynesse 520 

Buf if were eny person) obstynate 
Whaf so he were of heigh or lowB. estate 
Hym wolde he snebbe sharply for the nones 
A bettre prest I trowe Jjat nowher noon es 524 

He waitede aftir no pompe and reuerence 
E'e maked hym a spiced conscience 
But cristes lore / and hise apostles tuelue 
He tauhte / but ferst he folewed m hywzselue 528 

vV ith hym. ther was a plouSman / was his brojiir 
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The fierrest in his parische moste and lite 

Ypon his fete and in his honde a staf 

This noble ensample to his schepe he jaf 

J)at ferst he wrouhte and afterwarde he tawht 

Owte of jie gospel he fo wordes kauht 

And fis figure eke he hadded f er-to 

}3at if gold rust what schold yren do 

jffor if a preste be foule of whome we truste 

No wonder is a lewde man to ruste 

And schame it is if a preste take kepe 

A schiten schiperd to se and a cleyne schepe 

Wel owhte a preste ensample for to jiue 

Be his clennes how his schepe scholde Hue 

He sett nouht his benefice to hire 

And lete his schepe acumbrede m ]je mire 

And Ean to Londen vn-to semt poules 

To seke him a chauntery to smge for sowles 

Or wip a brejjerhede to be wi])-holde 

Bot dwelte att home and keped wel nis foiae 

So fat fe wolfe ne maade it nouhte myscarie 

He was a scheparde and noujt a mercenarie 

And Jjouhe he holy were and vertuous 

He was nouht to sinful men dispitous 

Ne of his speche daungerouse ne digne 

Bot in his teohinge discrete and bemgne 

To drawen folke to heuen be feirenesse 

Be goode ensample fis was his besmesse 

Bot it were any persone obstiaate 

What so he were of hihe or lowe a-state 

Him wolde he snybbe sharpely for jje nones 

A better preste .1 trowe Jat nowhere none es 

He waited after no pompe and reuerence , 

Ne maked him a epised conscience 

Bot cnstes lore and his aposteles twelue 

He tauht bot first he folowed in. him selue 

IT Wijj him .fare was a plouheman was his broker 
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That hadde ylad of doag' ful many a fother 
A trewe swynkere / and a good was lie 
Lyuynge in pees / and parfit charitee 
God loued he best / with al his hoole hens 
At alle tymes / thogh he gamed or smerte 
And thanne his neighehore / right as hym seliie 
He wolde thresshe / and ther to dyke and delne 
For cristes sake / for euery poiire wight 
WMouten hire / if it lay m his myght 
Hise tithes / payde he ful faire and wel 
Bothe of his propre swynt and his catel 
In a Tabard he rood / vpon a Mere 

Ther was also / a Eeue and a MUlere IT Mfflere. 

A Somnour / and a Pardoner also 
A Maunciple / and my self ther were namo 544 

IT The Millere was a stout carl for the nones 
Ful hyg he was / of brawn / and eek of hones 
That proued wel / for ouer al ther he cam 
At wrastlynge / he wolde haue alwey the Eam 548 

He was short sholdred / brood / a thikke knarre 
Ther nas no dore / fat he ne wolde lieue of harre 
Or breke it / at a rennyng* with his heed 
His herd / as any sowe / or fox was reed 552 

And ther to brood / as though it were a spade 
Vp on the cope / right of his nose he hade 
A werte / and ther on stood a toft of herys 
Eeed / as the brustles / of a sowes erys 556 

Hise nosethirles / blake were and wyde 
A swerd and a bokeler / bar he by his syde 
His mouth as greet was / as a greet fomeys 
He was a langlere and a goliardeys 560 

And that was moosf / of synne and harlotries 
Wel koude he stelen corn / and tollen thries 
And yet he hadde / a thombe of gold pa?'dee 
A whit cote / and a blew hood wered he 564 

A baggepipe / wel koude he blowe and sowne 
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That hadde ylad of donge / ful many a ffoother 

A trewe swynkere / and a good was he 

Lyuynge m pees / and perfit charitee 632 

God loued he best* with al his hoole herte 

At alle tymes / thogh hym gamed / or smerte 

And thanne his ISTeighebore / right as hym selue 

He wolde thresshe / and ther to / dyke and delue 536 

ifor Gristes sake / with euery poure wighf 

With outen hyre / if it laye m his myght* 

His- tythes payde he / ful faire and wel 

Bothe of his propre swynt and his catel 540 

In a Tabard' he rood / vp on a Mere 

Ther was also / a Eeue / and a Millere 

A Somonour / and a Pardoner also 

A Maunciple / and my gelf^ ther weere namo 644 

f The MUlere / was a stout carl / for the nones Millere. 

iful byg* he was / of brawen / and eek of bones 

That proeued wel / for ouer al ther he cam 

At wrastlynge / he wolde haue alwey the Eam 548 

He was short shuldred / brood / a thikke knarre 

Ther was no dore / that he noolde heue of harre 

Or breke it at a rennynge / with his heed peaf 9] 

His beerd / as any sowe / or fox / was reed 552 

And ther to brood / as thogh it weere a spaade 

Yp on the cope right of his nose he haade 

A werte / and ther on stood / a tuft* of heeiys 

Eeede / as the bristles / of a Sowes eerys 556 

Hise nosethirles / blake weere and wyde 

A swerd and a bokeler / baar he by his syde 

His mouth as greet was / as a greet fourneys 

He was a langlere / a Golyardeys 560 

And that was moosf of synne and harlotryes 

Wel koude he stelen corn / and tollen thryes 

And yet he hadde / a thombe of gold pardee 

A whit coote / and a blew hood wered hee 564 

A Baggepipe / wel koude he / blowe and sowne 
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That hadde led of donge manye a fodir 

A trewe swynkere & a good was he 

leuyrage m pes & parfit charite 532 

God louede he best with al hese hole herte 

At alle tymys thow hym gamenede or smerte 

And thawne his ny3he-hour rijt as hym selue 

He wolde throsohe & ferto dyke & delue 536 

ifor cristis sake for / eue[ri]y pore wyght [itmaiateriiaiua 

With-outyw hyre / ^if it leye in his myjt 

Hese tythis payede he ful fayre & wel 

Bothe of pus] propre swynk & his catel 540 

In a tabbard he rod vp on a mere Deaf iso] 

There was also a reue & a mellere taEeve.a.Meiiere. 

a Snnour 

A somnowr & a pardoumner also a Pardonnere. 

^ ^ a Maimciple 

A mamjsiple & rajn self there were no mo Chaucer 

The meller was a strong carl for the nonys 645 

ful big he was of brau?i & ek of bonys 

That preuyd he wel for ouyr al "pere he cam 

At wrastelynge he wolde haue alwey the ram 548 

He was sehort schuldend brod & thikke knarre 

Ther nas no dore that he wolde heue of harre 

Oor breke it at a rennyng with hese bed 

His herd as ony sowe or fox was red 552 

And ferto brod as fow it were a spade 

Vp on the cop ry^t of hese nose he hade 

A wrete & theron stod a tust of herys 

Eed as the brostelis of a sowys erys 556 

Hese nosetherlis blake were & wide 

A swerd & a bokeler bar he bi hese syde 

His mouth as a' gret furneys puinaiaterhmd] 

He was a ganglere & a galiardeys 560 

And that was most of sywne & harlotrye 

Wel ooude he stele corn & tolle twye 

And that he hadde a tabbard^ of good pai'te^ p-^inaiaterMtm 

A whit cote & a blew hod werede he 564 

A bagge pipe wel couthe he blowe & souwne 
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That" hadde I-ladde of" dong< ful many a fojier 

A trewe swynker and a good was he 

Lyujmg" in pees and parfif charite 532 

God loued he besf wij) alle his herte 

Af alle tymes fough lum gamed or smerte 

And fan his JSTeighebore nghf as him selue 

He -wolde Jjressche and ferto dike a7id delue 536 

ifor cristes sake for euery pouere -wighf 

Wijiouten hire if" if lay in his mighf 

His tijies payed he ful fair and weft 

Bojie of" his propre swynfc and his eatett 

In a Tabbard he rood vpon a mere 

Ther was also a Eeeue and a Mellere / 

A Sompnowr and a Pardoner also 

A Maunciple and my seK^ pev nare no mo / 

The meller was a stouf carl for Jje nones 

iful big< he was of* brawn and eet of" bones 

Thaf proued wel for ouer al far he cam 

Atte wrastlyng) he wold haue awey fe ram 548 

He was schorf schuldred a fikke knarre 

The was no dore faf he nolde heue of" harre 

Or breke it af a rennyng" with his heede 

His herd as eny sowe or eny fox was reede 652 

And Jierto brod as jjough if were a spade / 

Vpon fe cop righf of" his nose he hade 

A werf and fer-on stood a tuff of" heeres 

Eeed as the berstles of" a sowes Eres / 556 

Hise nose-Jjrilles blake weren and wide 

A swerd and bokeler bar he by his syde 

His moujj as gref was as a gref fourneys 

He was a langler and a goliardeys 560 

And f af was mosf off synne and harlotries 

"Wel coufe he stele corn and tolle fries 

And jif he hadde a f ombe of< gold parde 

A wHf cote and a blew hood wered he 564 

A Baggepipe wel conf e he blowe and soun 
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Thaf hadde I-lad of dong ful many a fothir 

And a trewe swynkere and a good was he 

I^yvynge m pees / and parfif charite 532 

God loued he besf with al his hole herte [leaf 8] 

Af alle tymes thouh he gamed or smerte 

And than his neighbure ri&t as hymselue 

He wolde thresshe and therto dike and delue 536 

For cristes sake / for euery pouere wight 

With oute hire / yif hit lay m his myght 

Hise tythis payed he ful fau'e and wel 

Bothen of his propre swynke and his catel 540 

In a tabbaxd he rood vp on a mere 

1 her was also a Eeve and a Mellere 

A somenour and a Pardoner also 

A Maunciple and my selp ther nar na mo 544 

Mie mellere was a strong* carle for the nones 
fful bigge he was / of brawne and ek" of bones 
That proued wel / for oueral thare he cam 
Atte wrastelynge / he wolde haue a-wey the ram 548 

He was short shuldred a thicke knarre 
Ther was no dore that he ne wolde heue of barre 
Or breke it af a rennynge with his heed 
His berd as any sowe or fox was reed 552 

And therto brood as f ouh if were a spade 
Vp on the cop righf of his nose he hade 
A werte and f eron stood a tuft of" heres 
Eede as the brysteles of a sowes eres 556 

His nose f rilles blake were and wyde 
A swerd and a bokelere bar he be his side 
His mouthe as greef was as a greef fourneys 
He was a iangelere and a goliardeys 560 

And thaf was moosf of synne and of" harlotryes 
"Wel couthe he stele com / and tolle thryes 
And yif he hadde a thombe of gold parde 
A white cote and a blewe hood wered he 564 

A bagge-pipe wel couthe he blowe and sowne 
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fat had lad of donge ful mony a fof ere 

And a trew swinker and a goode was he 

Lyuemge in pes and in perfit charite 

God loued he best wif al his herte 

Att al times f ouhe he gamed or smerte 

And fan his neighebore riht as him selue 

He wolde f resshe and f er-to dike and delue 

ffor cristes sake for euery pouer white 

"With owte hire if it leie in his miht 

His tyf es paide he ful faure and wele 

Bothe of his proper swynke and of his catel 

In a tabarde he rode vpon a mere 

H Ther was al so a reue and a Mellere 

A sompnoMr and pardonere al so 

A manciple and my selfe fere nare no mo 

The MeUer was a stowte carle for f e nones 

fful big he was of braune and eke of bones . 

That p?'oued wele for ouer al f er he cam 

Att wrastelinge he wolde haue awaie f e ramme 

He was schort-scholdred a f ike gnarre 

There was no dore fat he ne wolde heue of harre 

Or breke it wif a renynge -witJi his hede 

His berd as any sowe or fox was rede 

And f er-to brode as f ouhe it were a spade 

Ypon f e cop riht of his nose he had 

A werte and fere on stode a tofte of heres 

Eede as f e bresteles of a sowes Eres 

His nos-f relies blake were and wide 

A swerde and a bokeler bar he be his side 

His mouf e as grete was as gxete furneys 

He was a langeler and a goliardeys 

And fat was most of sinne and of Harlotries 

Wele couf e he stele come and tolle fries 

And 3itte he had a thombe of golde parde 

A white cote and a blewe hode wered he 

A Baggepipe wele couf e he blawe and sowne 
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GROUP A. § 1. GBNEEAi PEOiiOGUB. Ellesmcre MS. 17 

And ther with al / lie broglite ys out of towne 

Agentil Maunciple / was ther of a temple t Mauncipie. 
Of which Achatours / myghte take exemple 668 

ffor to he wise / m byynge of vitaille 
fibr wheither that he payde / or took hy taille 
Algate / he wayted so / in his Achaaf 
That he was ay biforn / and m good staaf 572 

Ifow is nat that of god a fal fair grace 
That swich a lewed mannes wit shal pace 
The wisdom / of an heepe of lerned men 
Of maistres hadde he / mo than thnes ten 576 

That weren of lawe / experf and curious [leaf ii] 

Of whiche / fer weren a duszeyne m that hous 
Worthy to been stywardes / of rente and lond' 
Of any lord / that is in EngeloncJ 580 

To maken hym lyue / by his propre good 
In honoMr dettelees / but if he were wood 
Or lyue as scarsly / as hym lisf desire 
And able / for to helpen al a shire 584 

In any caas / Jflt myghte falle or happe 
And yet this manciple / sette hir aller oappe 
rphe Eeue was / a sclendre colerik man HEeue. 

^ His herd was shaue / as ny as euer he kan 588 

His heer was by his erys / ful round yshorn 
His tope was doked / lyk a preest biforn 
fful longe were his legges / and ful lene 
ylyk a staf / ther was no calf ysene 592 

Wei koude he kepe a gemer / and a hjrane 
Ther was noon Auditour / koude of him wynne 
Wei wiste he / by the droghte / and by the reyn 
The yeldynge / of his seed / and of his greyn 596 

His lordes sheepe / his neet" his dayerye 
His swyn / his hors / his stoor / and his pultrye 
Was hooUy / in this Eeues gouernyng / 
And by his couenanf yaf the rekenyng^ 600 

Syn that his lord / was twenty yeer of age 
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And ther with al / he broghte vs out of towne 

^ A gentil Maunciple / was ther / of a Temple Maunciple. 

Of which / Achatours myghte take exemple 568 

fifor to been wyse / m byynge of vitaille 

fifor wheither fat he payde / or took by taiUe 

Algate he wayted so / m his achaaf 

That he was ay biforn / and m good staaf 572 

^ Now IS nat that of god / a f ul greet grace 

That swich a lewed mannes wif shal pace 

The wysdom / of an heepe / of lerned men 

Of Maistres hadde he mo / than thryes ten 576 

That weeren of lawe / experf and curious 

Of whiche / ther weere a dozeyne / in that hous 

Worthy / to been stywardes / of rente / and lond? 

Of any lord / that is in EngeloncS 580 

To make hym lyue / by his propre good 

In honour dettelees / but if he weere wood 

Or lyue as scarsly / as hym lyst desire 

And able / for to helpen al a Shire 584 

In any caas / that myghte falle or happe 

And yet this Maunciple / sette hir aUer cappe 

^ The Eeue / was a sclendre coleryk" man Eeue 

His beerd was shaue / as neigh as euer he kan 588 

His heer was by his eerys / ful rownd yshorn 

His tope was dokked / lyk? a preest bjrforn 

fful longe weere hise legges / and ful leene [leaf 9, back] 

Yhk a stafi ther was no calf yseene 592 

Wei koude he keepe / a Gerner and a Bynne 

Ther was noon Auditour / koude on hym wynne 

Wei wiste he / by the droghte and by the reyn 

The yeldynge / of his seed / and of his greyn 596 

His lordes sheepe / his neet / his dayerye 

His swyn / his hors / his stoor / and his pultrye 

Was lioolly / m this Eeues goiie?"nynge 

And by his couenanf yaf the rekenynge 600 

Syn that his loord / was twenty yeer of age 
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And ferwithal he broujte / vs out of touwne 

A gentyl mauraciple was fere of a temple a MauMoipie 

Of whiche acatowris my3te take exsaumple 568 

ffor to ben wys in beymge of uytayle 

ffor where that he payede or tok be tayle 

Algate he waytide so m hese acate 

That he was ay be-fonn & in good state 672 

If ow is not that of god / a ful fayr grace 

That swioh a lewede manys wit schal pace 

The wisdam of an hep / of lernede men 

Of maystrys' hadde he mo faw thryis' ten ps.hr: uiuri 576 

That were of lawe expert & corious [ieafis9, backj 

Of whiche fere were a doseyn i« that hous 

Worthi to ben styward of ^ rente & lond^ c "!<»««»•] 

Of ony lord that is m yngelond' 580 

To make hym Ijnie / by his owene good 

In honowr detteles but he werere wod 

Or leue as skarsely as hym liste desire 

And able for to helpym al a schyre 584 

In ony cas that myjte falle or happe 

And ^it this mauwsiple / sette here allerys cappe 

The reue was a sclendere colerik man A Eere 

Hese herd was schaue as nygh as euere he can 588 

His her was by hese erys ful rou[w]de I-schorn 

His top was dokkyd as a pryst be-forn 

fful longe were hese leggis & ful lene 

y-lik a staf ther was no calf I-sene 592 

Wei couthe he kepe a gerner & a hjime 

There [was] non auditoMr couthe on hym wywne 

Wei wiste he be fe droute & be the reyn 

The jildynge of hese sed & of hese greyn 596 

His lordis schep hese net hese deyerye 

Hese swyn hese hors hese stoor & his pultrie 

Was holly m fis revis gouernywge 

And be fe eouenauwt ^af the rekenynge 600 

Syw fat his lord was twenty ^er of age 
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And jjer-with-al he broughf vs ouf of^ toim 
A gentil maunciple was ]>er ofi a temple / 
Of* -wliicli acliatours mighte take exsemple / 
ffor to ben Tvyse in byeng* ofi vitaile 
ifor wliejjer Jjaf he paied or took* by taile 
Algate he wayted so in his achate 
Thaf he was ay biforn and in good estate / 
'Now is not" ])af of god a ful fair grace 
Thaf such a lewed mannes witt" schal pace 
The wisdom of an heep of* lernede men 
Of maistres hadde mo fan Jries ten 
Thaf were of lawe experf and curious 
Of which fer was a dosem in thaf hous 
Worjji to ben Stywardes of Eente and londe 
Of any lord faf is in Ingelonde 
To make him lyue by his propre good 
In honour detteles buf if faf he were wood 
Or lyue as skarsly as him lisf desire 
And able for to helpen al a schire 
In any oas J;af mighte falle or happe 
And jif fis manciple sette here aljier cappt 
The Eeeue was a sclender colerik' man 
His herd was schaue as nygh as euer he can 
His her was by his eeres ful round y-schorn 
His toppe was dokked lit a presf biforn 
fiul longe were his legges and ful lene 
tlik' a staf fer was no calf y-sene 
Wei coujje he kepe a gamer or a bynne 
Ther was non auditour couje on him wynne 
"Wei wisf he by Jje droughf and by fe reyne 
The yeldyng* of his seed and of his greyne 
His lordes scheep his neef his dayerie 
His swyn his hors his stoor and his pulletrie 
"Was holly in Jis Eeeues gouernynge / 
And by his couenant jaf fe rikenynge 
Syn faf his lord was twenty jeer of age 
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And Jjerwith al he brouhf us ouf of towne 
A G-entil manciple was Jer o[f] a temple 
-^ Of which a catour myghte take ensample 
flfor to ben wise m biynge of vitaille 
ffor whejjir Jat he payed / or toke by taille 
Algate he waitede so in his achate 
That he was ay befom and m good estate 
I:^ ow is nof faf of god a ful fair grace 
That such a lewed mannes wit shal pace 
The wysdom of an hepe of lerned men 
Of maystres hadde he mo fan thries ten 
That were of lawe experf an Curious 
Of wich ther was a doseyn in thaf hous 
"Worthy to bene stywardes of Eente and lon(J 
Of any lord that is in IngeloncS 
To make hym lyue by his propre goo(S 
In honour detteles buf if thaf he were wood 
Or lyue als skarsly as hym lyst desire 
And able for to helpen al a shire 
In any cas that myhte falle or happe 
And yit this Maunciple sette ther althir cappe 

The Eeue was a sclendre colerik' man 
His herd was shaue / as nyhe as euer he can 
His heer was by hise eres ful rounde yshorne 
His toppe was docked like a prest byforne 
fful longe were his legges and ful lene 
I-like a staf / ther was no calf ysene 
Wei couthe he kepe a Garner or a bynne 
Ther was none auditour couthe on hym wywne 
"Wei wiste he / by the drought and by the reyne 
The yeldynge of his seed / and of his greyne 
Hise lordes sheepe / hise neete / hise dayerie 
His swyne / his hors / his stoor / and his pultrye 
Was hooUy ia this reues gouernynge 
And by his covenanf / yaf the rekenynge 
Syn that his lord was twenty yeer of age 
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And Jjere wij? aft he browht ys owte of towne 

A gentitt Maunciple was pere of a temple 

Of whiche acatours miht take goode ensample 

ffor to be wise in byynge of vitaile 

ffor wefer fat he paiede or toke be taile 

Algate he waited so in his achate 

Jpat he was al be-fome and in goode astate 

Now es nouht fat of god a ful faire grace . 

J)at suche a lewde mannes witt schal pace 

J3e wisdom of an hepe of lerned men 

Of Maistres had he mo fan fries ten 

Jjat weren of lawe expert and curious 

Of wiche f er was a doseine m fat hous 

Worf e to be stewardes of rent and londe 

Of any lordes fat is m yngelonde 

To make him leue be his propre goode 

In honoure detteles bot if he were wode 

Or lyue as scarsely as him lust desire 

And able for to helpen al a schire 

In any cas fat myht fal or happe 

And jit f IS manciple sette here alf ere cappe 

IT The reue was a sclender Colerik man 

His berde was schaue as nyhe as euere he can . 

His here was be his eres rounde y-schorne 

His tope was dokked like a preste to forne 

fful longe was [his] legges and ful lene 

.I.-like a staf far was no calfe y-sene 

Wele couf e he kepe a gernar or a bynne 

Ther was non auditoure couf e on Mm wynne 

Wele wiste he be drowhte and be f e reyne 

The jeldeynge of his sede and of his greyne 

His lordes schepe his nete his dayre 

His swyne his hors his store and his pultre 

Was holy in f is reues gouernynge 

And be his couenant jaf f e rekenynge 

Sen fat his lord was twenty jere of age 
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18 GEoup A. § 1. GENBEAL PEOLOGUE. EUesmere MS. 

Ther koude no man / brynge hym in Arrerage 
Ther nas baillif ne hierde / nor ootlier hyne 
That lie [ne] knew his sleighte and his couyne 604 

They were adrad of hym / as of the deeth 
His ■wonyng' was fal faire vp on an heath 
'With grene trees / shadwed was his place 
He koude bettre than his lord purchace 608 

fful nche he was astored pryuely 
His lord / wel koude he plesen subtilly 
To yeue and lene hym / of his oweiie good 
And haue a thank / yet a gowne and hood 612 

In youthe he hadde lerned a good myster 
He was a wel good wnghte a Carpenter 
This Eeue saf vp on a ful good stot" 

That was al pomely grey / and highte Scot" 616 

A long surcote of pers / vp on he hade 
And by his syde / he baar a rusty blade 
Of Northfolk' was this Eeue / of which I telle 
Biside a toun / men clepen Baldeswelle 620 

Tukked he was / as is a frere aboute 
And enere he rood / the hyndreste of oure route 
A Somonour was ther with vs m that place i Somononr. 
-^ That hadde / a fyr reed Cherubynnes face 624 

ffor sawcefleem he was with eyen narwe Ueafii, back] 

As hoot he was / and lecherous as a sparwe 
With scaled browes blake and piled herd' 
Of his visage / children were aferd' 628 

Ther nas quyk siluer / lytarge ne brymstoon 
Boras / Ceruce / ne oUle of Tartre noon 
Ne oynement" that wolde dense and byte 
That hym myghte helpen / of the whelkes white 632 

ISTor of the knobbes / sittynge on his chekes 
"Wel loued he garleek / oynons / and eek lakes 
And for to drynken strong wyn / reed as blood 
THanne wolde he speke / and cne as he ware wood 636 
And whan pat he / wel dronken hadde the wyn 
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Ther koude no man / brynge hym in arrerage 

Ther nas BaiUyf" . hierde / nor oother hyne 

That he ne knew / his sleyghte / and his couyne 604 

They weere adrad of hym / as of the deeth 

His wonyng* was ful faire vp on an heeth 

With greene trees / shadwed was his place 

He koude bettre / than his lord purchace 608 

fful nche / he was astoored pryuely 

His lord / wel koude he plesen subtilly 

To yeue / and leene hym / of his owene good 

And haue a thank, and yet a coote and hood 612 

In youthe /he lerned hadde / a good Mister 

He was a wel good wrighte / a Carpenter 

This Eeue saf vp on a wel good Stof 

That was a Pomely gray / and highte Scot" 616 

A long Surcote of Pers / vp on he haade 

And by his syde / he baar a rusty blaade 

Of ITorthfolk was this Eeue / of v/liich I telle 

Bisyde a town / men clepyn Baldeswelle 620 

Tukked he was / as is a ffrere aboute 

And euere he rood / the hyndreste of oure route 

^ A Somonour / was ther with vs / m that place Somonour. 

That hadde / a fyr-reed Cherubynnes face 624 

ffor Sawceflewm he was / with eyen narwe 

And hoot he was / and lecherous as a Sparwe 

With scaled browes blake / and pyled herd? 

Of his visage / children weere aferd' 628 

Ther nas quyk" siluer / lytarge / ne Brymstoon 

Borace / Ceruce / ne OiUe of Tartre noon 

!N"e oynemenf . that wolde dense and byte peafio] 

That hym myghte helpen / of his whelkes whyte 632 

ISTor of the knobbes / sittynge on his chekes 

Wel loued he garlek oynons and eek lekes 

And for to drynke strong wyn / reed as blood 

Thanne wolde he spoke / and crye as he were wood 636 

[ 
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Tlie[r] coude no man brywgyw hym m a-rerage 

Ther nas bayle herde ne oper hyne 

That he knew his sleythe & conynge 604 

The were adrad of hym as of the dej; 

Hese wonyng was ful fayre / vp on an heth 

With grene treis I-schadewid was hese place 

He couthe betere Jan hese lord purchase 608 

fful richa he was a-storid preuyly 

Hese lord, wel couthe he plase subtily 

To jeue & lene hym of hese owene good 

And haue a thank & jit a cota and' hood' ci-'nd.hood: lateri 

In jouthe he hadde lemyd a good mystir peaf uo] 613 

He was a wol good wryjte a carpenter 

This reue sat vp on a ful good stot 

That was a pomeli grey & hyjte skot 616 

A long surcote of pars vp on he hadde 

And bi hese syde he bar a rusty blade 

Of norfolke was Jus reue of whiche I telle 

Be syde a touw men clepe baldiswelle 620 

Tukkede he was as is a frere aboute 

And euere he rod y hemereste of oure route 

A somnowr was fere witJi vs m that plase A SomenoMr 

That hadde a fer red cherubynys face 624 

ffor sausefleme he was with eyen narwe 

As hot he was & leohemus as a sparwe 

With skalede browys blake & piUd herd 

Of hese vesage chylderyn weryn a-fend 628 

Ther nas qajk siluyr litarge ne bronston 

Boras seruse ne oyle of tartre non 

N"e oynement fat wolde dense & byte 

That hym my3te helpyw of hese whelkys white 632 

Ife of Ihe knobbis sittyrage on hese schekes 

Wel louede he garlek onyoumnys & ek lekys 

And for to drynkyn strong wyn red as biod 

Thawne wolde he speke & crye as he were wod 636 

And whan he wel dronkyn hadde ]je wyn 
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Ther coupe no man brynge him in arrerage 

Ther nas baillif* ne hetde nor oper hyne 

Thaf he ne knew Ms sleighfr and his covyne 604 

They were adrad of him as of* fe dep 

His wonyng< was fiil fair vpon an hej) 

WiJ) greene trees schadewed was his place 

He coujje hettre pan his lord pnrchace 608 

fful Eiche he was astored priuely 

His lord he coupe plese wel subtily 

To yiue and lene hiin of* his ougline good 

And haue a pant and yet a cote and hood 612 

In joupe he hadde lerned a good mester [leaf 9, back] 

He was a wel good wrighte a Carpenter 

This re'eue satte vpon a ful good stof 

That" was al pomely grey and highte scof 616 

A longi Surcote oi' pers vpon he liadde 

And by his syde he bar a rusty bladde 

Of* K'orthfolk' was pis Eeue of which I telle 

Bysyden a toun men clepen if Baldeswelle 620 

Tukked he was as is a frere aboute 

And euer he rood pe hyndresf of oure route 

A Somynour was per with vs m paf place 

That* hadde a fyn oherubynnes face 624 

ffor Sauseflem he was with eyglien narwe / 

Als hoof he was and leccherous as a sparwe 

Wip scaUed browes blak* and pUed berde / 

Of his visage children weren afferde 628 

Ther nas quyt siluer litarge or bremston 

Boras orsure ne oyle of Tarte noon 

ISTe oynemenf paf wolde dense and byte 

To him mighf helpe of his whelkes white 632 

Not of pe knobbes sittyng* in his cheekes 

Wel loued he garlLk" oynons and eek" leekes 

And for to drinke strong* wyn reed as blood 

Than wolde he speke and crye as he were wood 636 

And whan paf he wel dronken hadde pe wyn 
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Ther couthe no man brynge hym m a-rerage 
Ther nas baylyf ne herde nor othir hyne 
That he ne knew his sleighte and his covyne 
They were a-drad of hym / as of the deth 
His wonynge was ful faire vpon an heth 
"With grene trees / shadewed was his place 
He couthe bettre than his lord purchace 
fful riche he was astored pryuely 
His lorde he coupe wel plese and sub[t]ily 
To jeue and lene him of his owne goode 
To haue a ponke and yif a cote and liode 
In 3oupe he had lered a good mistere 
He was a wel good wn3f a Carpentere 
This Eeue satte vpon a wel good stof 
Thaf was al pomel grey and highte soof 
A longe Surcote of Peers vppon he hadde 
And by his side he bare a rusty blade 
Of ISTorthfolli was pis Eeue of which I teUe 
Besides a toune men clepen if Baldewelle 
Tukked he was as is a frere aboute 
And euere he rode pe hynderesf of owr route 
A Somnowr was ther wip vs m that place 
•^ Thaf had a fury oherubynes face 
ffor Sauseflewme he was wip eyen narowe 
Als bote he was and leccherous as a sparowe 
With scalled browes. blak" and pilled beerde 
Of his visage children weren a-ferde 
Ther nas quyk" siluer' litarge or bremston 
Boras orsure no oyle of tartre noon 
ISTe oynemenf paf wold[e] dense and byte 
That him myghf helpe of his whelkes white 
He of [the] knobbes sitting* m his chekes 
Wel loued he garHke. oynyons and eke lekes 
And for to drink strong* wyne rede as blode 
Than wolde he speke and cry as he were wode 
And whan [that] he wel dronken had pe wyne 
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18 GEOUP A. § 1. GBNERiL PEOLOGUE. Lansdowne MS. 

Jjare coupe no man bringe him in arerage 

Thare nas Baillif ne herde ne opere hyne 

That he ne knewe his sleylit and his Couyne 604 

Thei were adrad of hini as of pe depe 

His wonynge was ful faire vpon an hepe 

Wip grene trees schadowed was his place 

He coupe better pan his lorde purchace 608 

fful riche he was astored pnuely 

His lord he coupe wele plese subtily 

To jiue and leime him of his owen goode 

And haue a ponke a7id jit a cote and an hoode 612 

In 30wpe he had lerned a good mistere 

He was a wel goode wriht a carpentere 

This satt vpon a fol goode stot 

That was a pomely greye and hihte Scot 616 

A longe surcote of peers vpon he hadde 

And be his side he bare a rusti blade 

Of iforpefolk was pis reue whiche .1. teft 

Be-siden a towne men clepen it baldesweii" 620 

Tukked he was as is a frere abowte 

And euere he rode hinderest of owre Eowte 

f A Somynowr was per wip vs in pat place 

J3at had a firy Cherubynnes face 624 

ffor sausefleme he was with yhen narowe 

Als bote he was and licherous as a sparowe 

Wip scalled browes Hake and a pilled berde 

Of his vesage childerne were aferde 628 

Ther nas whike-sUuer litarge or bremstone 

Boras orsure ne oyle of tartre none 

'Ne oyment pat wolde dense a?id bite [leaf 9, back] 

That him myht helpe of his whelkes white 632 

ISTere of pe knobbes sittiuge in his chekes 

Wele loued he garlike onyons and jite lekes 

And for to drmke stronge wyne rede as blode 

Than wold he speke and crie as he ware wode 636 

And whan pat he wele drongen had pe wyne 
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Than -wolde he speke no word but latyn 
A fewe termes hadde he / two or thre 
That he had lerned / out of soni decree 640 

No wonder is / he herde it al the day 
And eek ye knowen wel / how Tpat a lay 
Kan clepen watte / as wel as kan the pope 
But who so koude in oother thyng^ hym grope 644 

Thanne hadde he spent* al his Philosophie 
Ay questio quid inns / wolde he one 
He was / a gentil haiiof and a kynde 
A bettre felawe / sholde men noght fynde 648 

He wolde suffre / for a quart of wyn 
A good felawe / to haue his concuhyn 
A twelf monthe / and excuse hym atte fulle 
And pn'uely / a fynoh eek koude he puUe 652 

And if he foond owher / a good felawe 
He wolde techen him / to have noon Awe 
In swich eaas / of the Ercedekenes curs 
But* if a mannes soule / were in his purs 656 

fpor in his puis / he sholde ypunysshed be 
Purs / is the Ercedekenes heUe seyde he 
But wel I woot / he lyed right m dede 
Of cursyng* oghte ech gilty man [to] drede 660 

ifor ours wol slee / right as assoUlyng' sauith 
And also / war him of a Significauit/ 
In daunger hadde he / at his owene gise 
The yonge girles / of the diocise 664 

And knew hir conseil / and was al hrc reed 
A gerland' / hadde he set vp on his heed 
As greet / as it were for an Ale stake 
A bokeleer / hadde he maad him of a Cake 668 

Tith hym ther was / a gentil Pardoner ir Pardoner. 

Of Eounciuale / his freend and his compeer 
That streight was comen / fro the coMrt of Eome. 
iful loude he soong< com hider loue to me 672 

This Somonowr / bar to hym a stif burdoun Deaf 123 
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A fewe termes hadde he / two / or thre 

That he hadde lerned / out of som decree 640 

ISTo wonder is / he herde it al the day 

And eek ye knowe wel / how fat a lay 

Kan clepen watte / as wel as kan the Pope 

But who so koude / m oother thyng hym grope 644 

Thanne hadde he spenf al his philosophie 

Ay Questio quid luris wolde he crye 

^ He was a gentil harlof and a kynde 

A bettre felawe / sholde men noght fynde 648 

He wolde suffice / for a quart of wyn 

A good felawe / to haue his concubyn 

A twelf monthe / and excusen hym at the fuUe 

fful pryuely / a fyneh eek koude he puUe 652 

And if he foond owher / a good felawe 

He wolde techen hym / to haue noon awe 

In swioh caas / of the Ercedeknes ours 

But if a mannes soule / were m his purs 656 

ffor m his purs / he sholde ypunysshed be 

Purs is the Ercedeknes helle / seyde he 

^ But wel I woof he lyed right m dede 

Of cursyng* oghte ech gUty man [to] drede 660 

ffor curs wol sle / right as assoillyng* sauyth 

And also / war hym of a signifioauit / 

^ In daunger hadde he / at his owene gyse 

The yonge gerles / of the diocise 664 

And knew hir conseil / and was al hir reed 

A gerland / hadde he set" vp on his heed 

As greet" . as it were / for an Ale stake 

A bokeler / hadde he maad hym of a cake 668 

^ "With hym ther rood / a gentil Pardoner Pardouer. 

Of Eouncyual / his freend / and his comper 

That streight was comen / fro the Court of Eome 

fful loude he soong" com hyder loue to me 672 

This Somonowr baar to hym / a styf burdoun Oeaf lo.baek] 
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Thawne wolde he speko no word but latyn 

A fewe termys hadde ho to or thre 

That he hadde lernyd out of sum decre 

No wondir he herde it al the day 

And ek 30 knowe wel that a lay 

Kan clepe watte as wel as can the pope 

But who so couthe m ofere fyngis hym grope 

Thawne hadde he spent al hese philosophie 

Ay questio quod lurys wolde he crye 

He was a gentil harlot & a kynde 

A betere felawe schulde men not fymnde 648 

He wolde suffere for a quart of wyn [leaf 110, tact] 

A good felawe to haue hese concubyn 

A twelmonyth & excusym hym at the fulle 

fful pryuyly a fync ek couthe he pulle 652 

And jif he fond ower a good felawe 

He wolde teohyn hym to haue non awe 

In swioh cas of the erchedekenys curs 

But 3if a manys soule were m hese pors 65G 

ffor ill hese purs he schulde ponyschid be 

Purs IS the erchedekynys helle seyde he 

But wel I wot he lyeji ry3t in dede 

Of cursyng owyth eohe gilty man drede 660 

ffor curs wele sle ry3t as asoylyng sauyth 

And also war hym of a sygnyficauyth 

In daujiger hadde he at hese owene gyse 

The 3onge gerlys of the diosyse 664 

And knew here conseyl & was al here red 

A garlond hade he set Tp on hese hed 

As gret as it were for an ale stake 

A bokeler hadde he mad hym of a cake 668 

With hym there rod a loly pardouHner A PardoMnner 

Of rouncyuale his frend & his cumper 

That streyt was comyn from the court of rome 

fful loude he song loue come hedir come 672 

This somnowr bar to hym a stif bordouw 

CAMBEIDGB 19 



GEom A. § I. GENBEAL PROLOGUE. CorpUS MS. 19 



GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Petworth MS. 19 



GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Lansdowne MS. 19 



Than ■wold he speke no word huf latyne 
A fewe termes hadde he tuo or fre 
Thaf he had lemed ouf of som decre 
Ko wonder is he herd it^ al fe day 
And eek" 36 knowen if wel how f af a lay 
Can clepe watte as wel as can fe pope 
Buf who so coupe m oper ping* him grope 
Than hadde he spent al his philosophie 
Ay questio quid luris wolde he crye 
He was a gentil harlof and a kynde 
A bettre felaw schulde men nof fynde 
He wolde suffre for a quarf of wyn 
A good felawe to haue his concuhyn 
A twelf" moneth and excuse him atte fuUe / 
fful priaely eefc a fynch coupe he pulle / 
And if he fond owher a good felawe 
He wolde teohen him to han non awe 
In such caas of pe Erchedeknes curs 
Buf if mannes soule were m his purs 
jffor m his purs he scholde punyssched be 
Purs IS pe Erchedeknes helle seidc he 
Buf wel I wof he lyhede righf m dede 
Of cursyng" oughf eche gilty man him drede 
ffor curs wil sle nght as assoylyng^ sauith 
And also war him of a Significauith 
In daunger hadde he af his owne gyse 
The yonge gerles of pe diocise 
And knew here counseil and whaf was al here rede 
A garland hadde he sette vpon his heede 
As gref as if were for an ale stake 
A bokeler hadde he made him of a cake / 
"With him per rood a gentift pardoner 
Of Eouncyuatt his jfrend and his comper 
Thaf streighf was comen fro pe courf of Eome 
fful lowe he songi come hider loue tome 
This Somnour bar to him a stif burdown 
CORPUS 19 
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Than wolde he speke no worde buf latyne 

A fewe teermes had he two or thre 

Thaf he had lemed ouf of som decree 

1^0 wonder is he herd' to al pe day 

And eke je knowen if wel how pat a lay 

Can clepe watf as wel as can pe pope 

Buf who so coupe in oper pmg* hym grope 

Than had he spenf al his PhUosophie 

Ay questio quid iuris wold he crye 

He was a gentUe harlof and a kinde 

A better felawe shul[de] men nof fynde 

He wolde suffre for a quarte of wyne 

A good felawe to haue his concubyne 

A twelue month and excuse him ate fulle 

fful prt'uely eke a ffynche coupe he pnlle 

And if he fonde owhere a good felawe 

He wolde techen hym to han noon awe 

In such caas of pe archedekens curs 

Buf if [a] mawnys soule were m his purs 

ffor in his purs he shuld[e] punshed be 

Purs is pe erchedekenes HelLe seide he 

Buf wel I wote he lyed rijf ia dede 

Of cursing^ ou3f eche gilty man to drede 

ffor curs wil slee rijf as assoyling sauetB 

And also war hym of a significauith 

In daunger had he at his owne gyse 

The yonge Geerles of pe diocise 

And knewe her counsaUe and what was al her rede 

A GaUonde had he sette vpon his hede 

As grete as it were for an ale stake 

A Bokelere had he made hym of a Cake 

With hym per rode a gentile Pardoner" 
Of rouncyuale his frende and his comper' 
Thaf streghf was commen- from pe courte of Eome 
fful lowde songe he come hider* loue come 
This somnowr bare to hym a stif burdofi 
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pan wold he speke no worde bot latyne 

A fewe terems had he two or thre 

That he had lemed owte of sum decre 

N'o wonder is he herd it al pe dale 

And eke je knowen it wele howe pat a laie 

Kan clepe watt as wele as kan pe pope 

Bot who so coupe ui oper pmge him gi-ope 

Jjan had he spent al his phUosophie 

Ay Questio quid luris wold he crie 

He was a gentil harlot and a kynde 

A better felawe scholde men nouht finde 

He wolde suffer for a whart of wyne 

A good felaw to haue his concubyne 

A twehnoupe a7id excuse him att fuUe 

And pn'uely eke a finche coupe he pulle 

And . if he fonde owhere a goode felawe 

He wolde techen him to haue none awe 

In suche cas of pe Archedekenes Curse 

Bot if [a] mannes soule were m his purse 

ffor m his purs he scholde punyschede be 

The purse es pe Archedekenes hett seide he 

Bot wele .1. wote he lyede riht m dede 

Of curssmge owht yche gilty man him drede 

ffor curs wil sle riht as a-soyleynge sauype 

And also war him of a signiflcauit 

In dawngere had he att his owen gise 

The 3onge girles of pe diocise 

And knewe her consel and what was al here rede 

A garland had he sett vpon his hede 

As grete as it were for an Alestake 

A bokelere had he made him of a kake 

IT "Wipe him pere rode a gentil paj'donere 

Of Eouncyual his frende and his comper 

pat streyhte was comme fro pe courte of Eome 

fful loude he songe come hider loue to me . 

This Somenoure bare to him a stif burdoune 

LANSDOWNE 19 
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20 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Ellesmcre MS. 

Was neuere trompe / of half so greet a sotin 

This Pardoner hadde heer / as yelow as wex 

But smothe it heeng' as dooth a strike of flex 676 

By ounces / henge hise lokkes fat he hadde 

And ther with / he hise shuldres ouerspradde 

But thynne it lay / hy colpons oon and con 

But hood for lolitee / wered he noon 680 

For it was trussed / vp m his walet* 

Hym thoughte / he rood / al of the newe lef 

Discheuelee sane his cappe / he rood al bare 

Swiche glarynge eyen hadde he as an hare 684 

A vernyele hadde he sowed / rp on his cappe 

His walef [lay] biforn hym / m his lappe 

Bret ful of pardon / comen from Eome al hoot/ 

A Yoys he hadde / as smal as hath a goot/ 688 

xsTo herd hadde he / ne neuere sholde liaue 

As smothe it was / as it were late shaue 

I trowe / he were a geldyng or a mare 

But of his craff fro Berwyk" m to "Ware 692 

JSTe was ther / swich another Pardoner 

ffor in his male / he hadde a pilwe beer 

Which fat he seyde / was oure lady veyl 

He seyde he hadde / a gobef of the seyl 696 

That semt Peter hadde / whan fat he wente 

Yp on the see / til Thesn crist hym hente 

He hadde a croys of laton / ful of stones 

And m a glas / he hadde pigges bones 700 

But ■with thise relikes / whan fat he fond' 

A poure person) / dwellynge vp on lon(J 

Vp on a day / he gat hym moore moneye 

Than fat the person gat / in Monthes tweye 704 

And thus / with feyned flaterye and lapes 

He made the person) and the peple his Apes 

But trewely / to tellen atte laste 

He was in chirche a noble ecclesiaste 708 

Wei koude he rede / a lesson or a stone 

ELLESMEEE SO 



20 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. HcHgWrt MS. 

Was neuere trompe / of haK so greet a soun 

^ This Pardoner / hadde heer / as yelow as wex 

But smothe it heengi as dooth a stryke of flex 676 

By ounces / henge his lokkes fat he hadde 

And ther -with / he his shuldres ouerspradde 

But thynne it lay / by colpons oon and oon 

But hood for lolitee / wered he noon 680 

ffor it was trussed vp / m his walef 

Hym thoughte / he rood al of the newe lef 

Discheuele saue his cappe / he rood al bare 

Swiohe glarynge eyen / hadde he as an hare 684 

A Temycle / hadde he sowed / vp on his cappe 

His walef [lay] biforn hym / m his lappe 

Bretful of pardon / comen from Eome al hoof 

A voys he hadde / as smal / as hath a Goof 688 

No herd hadde he / ne neuere sholde haue 

As smothe it was / as it were late yshaue 

I trowe he were a geldyngi or a Mare 

But of his craff . fro Berwyk m to Ware 692 

Ne was ther / swich another Pardoner 

ffor m his Male / he hadde a pilwe beer 

Which fat he seyde / was oure lady veyl 

He seyde he hadde / a gobet of the seyl 696 

That semt Peter hadde / whan fat he wente 

Vp on the see / til Ihesu Crist hym hente 

He hadde a cros of laton) / ful of stones 

And m a glas / he hadde pigges bones 700 

But with thise relykes / whan fat he foond 

A poure parson / dwellyng vp on lond 

Vp on a day / he gat hym moore moneye 

Than fat the parson) gat / in Monthes tweye 704 

And thus / with feyned flaterye and lapes 

He made the pa»'son / and the peple his apes 

But trewely / to tellen at the laste 

He was m chirche / a noble Ecclesiaste 70S 

Wei koude he / rede a lesson / and a Storie 

HENGWKT 20 



20 GROtfp A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Cambridge MS. 

Was neuere tnbmpe half of so gret a soun 

This pardouwner hade her as 3elw as ony wax 

But smothe it heng as dof a strik of flex 67B 

Be ouncis heng hese lokkys fat he hadde 

And f er-with he hese schiilderys ouerspradde 

But thenne it lay be culpou»nys on & on 

And hod for loUte werede he non 680 

ffor it was trussed, vp m hese walet 

Hym thou3te he rod al of the newe iet 

Discheuele saf his cappe he rod al bare 

Sweche glarynge. eyen. hadde. he as an hare 684 

A vernykele hadde he sowyd vp on hese cappe [leanuj 

Hese walet be-foryn hym m hese lappe 

Bret ful of pardouw come from rome hot 

A uoys he hath as smal as haf a got 688 

'So herd hadde he ne neuere schulde haue 

As smothe it was / as it were late schaue 

I trowe he were a geldyns or a mare 

But of hese craft from berewik ui to ware 692 

Ne was swich a nof er pardouwnere 

ffor in his male he hadde a pilwe here 

Wich fat he seyde was oure lady ueyl 

He seyde he hadde a gobet of f e seyl 696 

That seynt petyr hadde whan fat he wente 

Vp on f e se tyl that god^ hym hente [ithatgod-. later-] 

Tie hadde a cros / of latoun . ful of stonys 

And m a glas he hadde piggis bonys 700 

But with fese relikys whan fat he fond^. [2d. later} 

A pouere persoum vp on lond 

Vp on a day he gat hym more moneye 

Than f e persoum gat m monefis tweye 704 

And f us -with feynede flaterj'e & lapis 

He made the persoun. & the puple hese apys 

But trewely to tellyn at the laste 

He was in cherche a noble ecclesiaste 708 

Wei couthe he rede a lessouw or a story 

CAMBRIDGE 20 



20 GEOUP A. § 1. GBNEEAL PROLOGUE. Col'pUS MS. 

"Was neuer trompe of" half* so gret* a sorni 

This pardoner hadde her as yelow as wax 

Buf smothe it heng* as doth a strik" of flax. 676 

By ounces hang* his lokkes ]p&f he hadde / 

And fer with he his sohnldres oner spradde 

Bufr ])inne if lay hy culpons on and oon 

Buf hood for lolite werede he noon 680 

ffor it was trussed vp m his walet" 

Him Jjoughte he rood al oi' the newe get 

Discheuele saf his cappe he rood al bare 

Swich glaryngt yghen hadde he as an hare 684 

A vernicle hadde he sewid on his cappe [leaf lo, back] 

His walef [lay] biforn him m his lappe / 

Bref ful of pardon come» fro Eome al hoot 

A voys he hadde as smal as a goof 088 

'So herd ne hadde he ne neuer schulde haue 

As smothe it was as if ware late schaue 

I trowe he were a geldyng* or a mare 

Buf of his craff fro Berwik in to ware 692 

"Ne was jjer such anojier pardoner 

ifor in his male he hadde a pUewber 

Which Jiaf he sayde was oure lady veyle 

He seide he hadde a gobef of fe seyle 696 

Thaf seinf petir hadde whan faf he wente 

V]Don the see til ihesu. crisf him hente 

He hadde a Croys of" laton ful of* stones 

And in a glas he hadde pigges boones 700 

Buf with Jjese reliqes whan Jjaf he fonde 

A poure person dwellyng* vpon londe / 

Vpon a dayhe gaf him more moneye 

Than Jjaf fe person gaf m monies tweye 704 

And Jjus with feyned flatermg' and lapes 

He made Jje person and Je poeple his apes 

Buf trewely to tellen atte ]pe laste 

He was in chirche a noble ecclesiaste 708 

Wei coujje he rede a lessonn or a story 

COHPUS 20 



20 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. PetWOrti MS, 

Was neuere trumpe of half so gref a soun 

This Pardoner had heer as jelowe as wexe 

But smoth if henge. as dojj a strike of flexe 676 

By ounces henge his loekes faf he had 

And ferwijj he his shulders ouersprad- 

Buf thyn it lay by culpons oon and on 

Buf hode for lolite wered he noon 680 

ffor if was trussed vp in his walette peafio] 

Hym Jioujf he rode al of fe newe gette 

Discheuele sauf his cap he rode al bare 

Suche glaryngi eyen had he as an hare 684 

A vernycle had he sewed vpon his cappe 

His walef [lay] biforn him m his lappe 

Bret ful of pardon commen from Eome al hote 

A voyce he had as smal as a[ny] goote 688 

ISTo beerde ne had he. ne neuere shuld haue 

As smoth if was as if were late shaue 

I trowe he were a gelding' or a mare 

Buf of his craff from Barwik" into ware 692 

E"e was fer suche a nofer pardonere 

ffor in his male he had a pilowbere 

Which fat he seide was oure lady vaile 

He seide he had a gobef of fe saile 696 

Thaf seynf Peter had whan fat he wenf 

Vpon Jje see to Ihesu crist hym henf 

He had a croys of laton ful of stones 

And in a glas he had[de] pigges bones 700 

Buf wij) jjise reUkes whan f af he fonde 

A poor[e] person dwellyng* vpon londe 

Vpon a day he gate hym more moneye 

]3an fe the persone gate in Monfes tweye 704 

And J)us wif feyned flateryng and lapes 

He made pe Person and fe puple his apes 

Buf tr6w[6]ly to teUen af jje laste 

He was in chirche a noble ecclesiaste 708 

Wei coufe he rede a lesson or a storye 

PETWORTH 20 



20 GEOUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Lansdowne MS. 

Was neuer trompe of haMe so grete a soune 

This pardonere had here as jalowe as wax . 

Bot smothe it henge as doj) a strike of flax . 676 

Bi ounces henge his lokkes fat he hadde 

And fer wijj he his scholdres ouer spradde 

But fmne it leie be culpones one and one 

But hode for lolyte wered he none 680 

ffor it was trussed vp m his walet 

Him fouht he rode al of fe newe get 

Discheuele saue his cape he rode al bare 

Suche glayringe yhen had he as it were an hare 684 

A vernicle had he sewe vpon his cape 

His walet [lay] to forne him m his lappe 

Bret ful of pardon comen from Eome al hote 

A voyce he had also smale as it were a gote 688 

No berde had he ne neuer schuld haue 

As smofe it was as it were late schaue 

.1. trowe he were a geldinge or a mare 

Bot of his craft fro Berwike m to ware 692 

Ife was fere suche anof er pardonere 

ffor m his male he hadde a pylowbere 

Whiche that he seide was owre lady veyle 

He seide he had a gobet of f e seUe 696 

That semt Peter had whan fat he wente 

Vpon f e see tift ihesu crist him hente 

He had a croyce of Laton ful of stones 

And in a glasse he hadde Pygges bones 700 

Bot wife f es relikes whan fat he fonde 

A pouer person dwellynge vpon londe 

Vppon a dale he gat him more moneye 

Than fat f e person gatte m f e Monethes tweye 704 

And f us wif feyned flaterynge and lapes 

He Maade f e persone and f e peple his Apes 

Bot trewly to tellen att f e laste 

He was m f e cherche a noble ecclesiaste 708 

Wele couf 6 he rede a lesson or a story 

LANSDOWNE 20 



GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Ellesmere MS. 21 

But alderbest / lie song an Oifertorie 

ffor wel lie wiste / whan fat song was songe 

He moste preche / and wel affile liis tonge 712 

To Wynne siluer / as he ful wel koude 

Therefore he song / the murierly and loude 

■jyOw haue I toold you shortly in a clause 

The staaf tharray / the nomhre aiid eek the cause 716 
Why fat assembled was this compaignye 
In Southwerk / at* this gentil hostelrye [» ms. as] 

That highte the Tahard / faste by the belle 
But now is tyme / to yow for to telle 720 

How that we baien vs that ilke nyght Deaf 12, tack] 

Whan we were / m that hostelrie alygtt 
And after wol I telle / of our viage 

And al the remenaunt of oure pilgnmage 724 

But first" I pray yow / of youre curteisye 
That ye narette it nat my vileynye 
Thogh fat I pleynly speke in this mateere 
To telle yow / hir wordes and hu- oheere 728 

N^e thogh I speke hir wordes proprely 
ffor this ye knowen / al so wel as I 
Who so shal telle a tale / affcelr a man 
He moote reherce / as ny as euere he kan 732 

Euerich a word / if it be m his charge 
Al speke he / neuer so rudeliche or large 
Or elHs / he moot telle his tale vntrewe 
Or feyne thyng* . or fynde wordes newe 736 

He may nat spare / al thogh he were his brother 
He moot as wel / seye o word as another 
Cnsf spak liym self / ful brode in hooly wrif 
And wel ye woof no vileynye is it 740 

Eek Plato seith / who so kan hym rede 
The wordes / moote be cosyn to the dede 
Also I prey yow / to foryeue it me 

Al haue I nat set folk in hir degree 744 

Heere in this tale / as fat they sholde stonde 

ELLESMERE 21 



GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. HengWlt MS. 21 

But alderbesf he soong an Offertorie 

ffor wel he wiste / whan fat soong was songe 

He moste preche / and wel affyle hys tonge 712 

To Wynne siluer / as he ful wel koude peaf ii] 

Ther fore he soong* the muryerly and loude 

^ JSTow haue I toold yow / soothly in a clause 

Thestaat / tharray / the nombre / and eek the cause 716 

Why fat assembled was this compaignye 

In Southwerk" . at this gentil hostelrye 

That highte the tabarcf / faste by the belle 

But now is tyme / to yow for to telle 720 

How fat we baren ts / that ilke nyghf 

Whan we weere / in that hostelrye alyghtf 

And after wol I telle / of oure viage 

And al the remenant" of oure pilgrymage 724 

^ But first I pray yow / of youre curteisye 

That ye narette it / noght my vileynye 

Though fat I pleynly speke / m this matere 

To telle yow / hir wordes / and hir cheere 728 

Ne thogh I speke / hir wordes proprely 

ffor this ye knowen / also wel as I 

Who so shal telle a tale / after a man 

He moot reherce / as neigh as euere he kan 732 

Euerich a word / if it be in his charge 

Al speke he / neuer so rudeliche and large 

Or elHs / he moot telle his tale vntrewe 

Or feytie thyng" or fyade wordes newe 736 

He may noght spare / althogh he weere his brother 

He moot as wel / seye o word / as another 

Crist spak hym. self" ful brode m holy writ 

And wel ye woof no vileynye is it 740 

Ek Plato seith / who so kan hym rede 

The wordes / mote be cosyn / to the dede 

% Also I pray yow / to foryeue it me 

Al haue I nat set folk / in hir degree 744 

Here m this tale / as fat they sholde stonde 

HEN G WET 21 



GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Cambridge MS. 21 

But aldirbest he song an offratory 

ffor wel he wiste whan that song was sunge 

He muste preche & wel affile hyse tunge 712 

To wyBne syluer as he wel couthe 

Therfore he song the meryerely & loude 

JSTow haue I told 30W sothly m a clause 

The estat tharay the nou»«bre & ek the cause 716 

Whi assemblid was this cumpayny 

In southwerk at this lentil ostelry 

That hy^te the tabbard faste by f '^ belle 

But now is tyme to 90W for to telle 720 

How that we beryn vs that ilke ny^t peaf i«, back] 

Whan that we were m that ostelrye aly3t 

And aftyr wole I telle of oure viage 

And al the remenaunt of oure^ pilgrymage p u: lateri 724 

But fyrst I prey 30W of jowre curteysye 

That 30 narette not myn velanye 

Thow that I pleyrily speke m f is matere 

To telle 30W here wordys & here cher 728 

N'e thow I speke here wordis properly 

ffor this ^e knowy» als so wel as i^ C2i; uteri 

Who so sclial telle a tale aftyr a man 

He mote reherse as nyh as euere he can 732 

Eueryche a word ^if it be m his charge 

Al speke he neuere so rewedely & large 

Or elle he mote telle his tale ontrewe 

Or feyne f yng or fywdyre wordis newe 736 

He may not spare al-they he wer" his brof er 

He mote as wel seyn on word as a nof er 

Crist spak hym self ful brode m holy wryt 

And wel 30 wote no velany is it 740 

Ek plato seyth ho so can hym rede 

The wordys' mote be chose to the dede ss: uterj 

Also I preye 30W to foi^eue it me 

Al haue I not set folk m here degre 744 

Here m this tale al as fey schulde stonde 

CAMBRIDGE 21 



GROUP A. § 1. GBNEEAL PEOLOGUE. CoipUS MS. 21 



GEOUP A. § 1. GENEEAL PROLOGUE. PctWOrtll '. 



21 



12 



Buf aljjer besf he song* an. offertory 
fibr -wel lie wiste wlian paf song* was songe 
He moste preche and wel affile his tonge 
To Wynne seluer as he [right] wel cowde 
Thar fore he song* so meriely and lowde / 
'Now haue I told 30W sojily m a clause 
The estaf . the array Jie nomhre and eeke fe cause 716 
Whi J>af assembled was fis companie 
In Suthwerk? af Jus gentil hostelne / 
Thaf highte Jje Tahhard faste by pe belle 
Buf now is tyme to yow for to telle / 720 

How faf we beeren vs Jjaf like nigfif ceaf m 

Whan we were m Jafr Osterie alighf 
And after wol I telle of< ouie viage 

And ail the lemenant of" our pilgrimage 724 

But fersf I pray 30W of your curtesie 
The 36 ne rette it nought" my vilenye 
Though fat I plemly speke m fis matere 
To telle 30W here wordes and here cheere 728 

He ))ough I speke here wordes pj'opurly 
iior Jiis 36 knowen as wel as I 
Who so schal telle a tale after a man 
He mot" reherse as neyh as euer he can 732 

Euerich a word if" if be m his charge 
Al speke he neuer so rudely and large 
Or eRes he moof telle his tale vntrewe 
Or feyne Jiiuges or fynde wordes newe 736 

He may noughf spare al Jough he were his brojjer 
He moot' als wel seie word as anofer 
Cnsf spak? himself" ful brode m holy writte 
And wel 38 wof no vilenye is itte 740 

Et Plato seith who so can him rede 
The wordes mof be cos3m to Jje dede 
Also I prey3e 30W for3iue it me 

Al haue I not" set" foUs? in here degre 744 

Heer in fis tale as faf ]>ei. scholden stonde 
CORPUS 21 



Buf aljjerbest he song" an offertone 

ffor wel he wisf whan faf songe was songe 

He moste preche and wel afile his tonge 712 

To Wynne siluer as he [right] wel cowde 

Therfore he songe so merily and lowde 

"VTow have I toUcB 30U so])ly m a clause 

-'-' The astaaf. ]je aray Jie nombre and eke Jie cause 716 

Why paf assembled was fis companye peaf lo.ijack] 

In Suthwerk af Jus gentil hostrye 

Thaf highf jje Tabard' faste by Jje beUe 

Buf nowe is tyme to 30U forto telle 720 

Howe J)af we beren vs Jiat ilke nyghf 

Whan [we] were in Jjaf Hostrie a-lighf 

And after wil I tellen of our viage 

And al Jie remenawnt of our Pilgrymage 724 

Buf fursf I prey 30U of 30ure curtesie 

That 36 ne rette if nof my vilanye 

J)Oo Jjaf I ple3mly speke in Tpis matere 

To telle 30U her wordes and her chere 728 

Ne J)OU36 he speke her wordes proprely 

ffor J)is 36 knowen as wel as I 

Who so shal telle a tale after a man 

He mote reherce as nyghe as euer he can 732 

Eueriche word if" if be m his charge 

Al speke he neuere so rudely and large 

Or eUis he mote telle his tale vntrewe 

Or feyne fmggis or fynde wordes newe 736 

He may nof spare al Jiougli he were his brof er" 

He mof also wel say. 00 word' as another* 

Crisf spak him self ful brode in holy writte 

And wel 36 wote no vilanye is itte 740 

Eke Plato seiji who so can hym rede 

The wordes mote be cosjn to Jje dede 

Also I prey 30U [to] for3eue if me 

Al haue I nof sette folk in her degre 744 

Here m Jus tale as Jiaf thei shulde stonde 

PETWOUTH 21 



GEOUP A. § 1. GsifBEAL PEOLOGUE. Lansdowae MS. 21 

Bot aljier best lie songe a offertorj'' 

fful wele he wist whan Jjat songe was songe 

He moste preche and wele affile his tonge 712 

To Wynne siluer as he wele cowde 

Jjere-fore he songe so merely and loude 

^ Ifowe haue .1. tolde 3owe sojjely in a clause Oeaf w, back] 

The estate . Jie arraye . j)e ISTombre and eke Jie cause 716 

Whi Jiat assembled was J)is companye 

In Suthewerke att Jus gentil Hostene 

Jiat hiht Jie taberd fast be Jie belle 

Bot nowe is time to 3owe for to tefte 720 

Howe J3at we beren vs Jjat ilke nyhte 

Whan we were in Jiat Osterye alyhte 

And after wil .1. tett of owre viage 

And al Jie remenant of owre pilgrenage 724 

Bot first .1. preye 30we of 3oure curtesie 

That 3e ne ret it nowht my velenye 

Thoughe Jiat .1. pleinly speke in Jiis matier 

To telle 3owe her woides and eke her chere 728 

Ne Jjouhe .1. speke here wordes prapurly 

ffor Jiis 36 knowen as wele as .1. 

Who so sal tellen a tale after a man 

He mote reherce as nyhe as euer he can 732 

Eue?7che a worde if it be m his charge 

Al speke he neuer so rudeli a7id so large 

Or eUes he most tel his tale vntrewe 

Or feyne j)iiiges . or fynde wordes Newe 736 

He may nouht spare al-J3ouhe he ware his brojier 

He mot also wele seie worde as a-nother 

Criste spak him self ful brode m holy writte 

And wele 36 wote no velany is itte 740 

Eke plato seijie who so kan him rede 

The wordes most be Gosin to J;e dede 

^ Also .1. preie 30we for-3if it me 

Al haue .1. not sett folke m her degre 744 

Here m Jus tale as Jat Jei scholde stonde 

LANSDOWNE 21 



748 



22 GEOUP A. § 1. GENBEAL PBOLOGUE. EUesmere ! 

My wit is short" ye may wel vndeistonde 

^ Greet cliiere made oure hoost vs euenchon. 

And to tlie soper / sette he vs anon 

And serued vs / with vitaille at the beste 

Strong was the wyii / and wel to drynke vs leste 

A semely man / oure hoost was with alle 

ITor to "been / a Marchal in an halle 752 

A large man he was / with eyen steps 

A fairer Burgeys / was ther noon in Chepe 

Boold of his speehe / and wys and well ytaughf 

And of manhod / hym lakked[e] right nanghf 756 

Eek therto / he was right a myne man 

And after soper / pleyen he higan 

And spak of myrthe / amonges othere thynges 

Whan that we / hadde maad our rekeiiynges 760 

And seyde thus / now lordynges trewely 

Ye been to me / right welcome hertely 

ifor by my trouthe / if that I shal nat lye 

I saugh nat this yeer / so myrie a compaignye 764 

Atones m this herberwe as is now 

ifayn wolde I doon yow myrthe / wiste I how 

And of a myrthe / I am right now bythoghf 

To doon yow ese / and it shal coste noghf 768 

^ Ye goon to Caunterbury / god yow speede [leaf is] 

The bhsful martir / quite yow youre meede 

And wel I woot / as ye goon by the weye 

Ye shapen yow / to talen and to pleye 772 

ffor trewely / conforf ne myrthe is noon 

To ride by the weye doumb as the stoon 

And therfore / wol I maken yow disport" 

As I seyde erst" and doon yow som conforf 776 

And if yow liketh alle / by oon assent" 

ffor to stonden / at my luggemenf 

And for to werken / as I shal yow seye 

To morwe / whan ye riden by the weye 780 

U'ow by my fader soule that is dee(S 

ELLESMEUI! 22 



22 GBOup A. § 1. GENEEAL PEOLOGUB. Heng;wrt MS. 

My wit is short" ye may wel vnderstonde 

TT Greet cheere / made oure hoost vs euenchon 

And to the souper / sette he vs anon 743 

He serued vs / with vitaille / at the beste 

Strong was the wyn / and wel to drynke vs leste 

A semely man / oure hoost was with alle 

ffor to been / a Marchal ui an halle 752 

A large man he was / with eyen stepe [leaf n, bact] 

A fairer bnrgeys / was ther noon m Chepe 

Boold of his speehe / and wys / and well ytaughf 

And of manhode / hym lakked right naught" 756 

Eke ther to / he was right a murye man 

And after souper / pleyen he bigan 

And spak of murthe / amonges othere thynges 

Whan pat we hadde maad oure rekenynges 760 

And seyde thus / now lordes trewely 

Ye been to me / right wel come hertely 

ffor by my trouthe / if pat I shal nat lye 

I seigh noght this yeer / so mury a compaignye 764 

At ones in this herberwe / as is now 

ffayn wolde I doon yow myrthe / wiste I how 

And of a myrthe / I am right now bithoght" 

To doon yow ese / and it shal coste noght" 768 

^ Ye goon to Caunterbury / god yow spede 

The blisful Martir / quyte yow youre mede 

And wel I woot" as ye goon by the weye 

Ye shapen yow / to talen and to pleye 772 

ffor trewely / confort / ne murthe is noon 

To ryde by the weye / domb as stoon 

And ther fore / wol I maken yow desport" 

As I seyde erst" and doon yow som conforf 776 

And if yow Hketh alle / by oon assent" 

ffor to stonden / at my luggement" 

And for to werken / as I shal yow seye 

Tomorwe / whan ye ryden by the weye 780 

ISTow by my fader soule / pat is deed 

HENGWRT 22 



22 GROUP A. § L GENERAL PROLOGUE. Cambridge MS. 

Myn wit is schort ^e may wel vndyrstonde 

Gret chere mad oure ost vs euerychon 

And to the soper sette he vs a-non 748 

He seruede vs Vfith vitayle at the beste 

Strong was the wyn & wel to drywke vs lists 

A semely man oure ost was witJi al 

ffor to ben a marchal of an hal 762 

A large man he was with eyne stepe 

A fayrere burgeys is pere non in chepe . 

Bold of hese speehe & wis & wel I-taujt 

And of manhod hym lakkede ry^t no3t' [Cambridge sfoysiiKi.geB] 

Eke therto he was right" a mery man [Sioane us. less, if 2, back] 

And aftir soper pleyn he bygan . 

And spak of" mirthe among" and othere thingis 

Whanne that he hadde mad oure rykenynges 760 

And seide thus now lordyngis trewly 

Ye ben to me welcome ryght" hertHy 

ffor certis yf that" I shal not" lye 

I sawe nought" this yere so mery a companye 764 

At ones m this herborowe as if now 

ffayn wolde I don you myrthe wiste I how 

And of a myrthe I am righf now bithought 

To don yow ese and if shal coste nought . 768 

Ye gon to Caunterbery god yow spede 

The blisfuft martir quyte you youre mede 

And wel I wote as ye gon by the weye 

Ye sehapen yow to talen and to pleye 772 

ffor truly comfort ne mirthe is noon 

To riden by the weye doumbe as a stoon 

And therfors wole y maken you disport 

As I seide arsf and don yow som comfort /. 776 

And if yow liketh alle by oon assent 

fforto stonden atf my luggemenf 

And forto werken as I shal yow seye 

To morowe whanne ye riden by the weye 780 

Ifow so god saue me at my most nede 

CAMBKiDGE 22 [this page, Sloane MS. 1685.] 



22 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. CorpUS MS. 

My witf is schort" je may wel vnderstonde 

Crref cheere maad cure osf vs eueryclion 

And to ))6 souper sette he vs anon 748' 

He serued vs with vitailles atte heste 

Strong* was fe wyn and wel drynken vs leste 

A semly man our hoste he was with alle 

ifor to ben a marchalt in an halle 752 

A large man he was with eyjen stepe 

A fairer hnrgeys is Jjer non m Chepe 

Bold of his speohe and wys and wel y-taiight 

And of" manhode him lakkede righf naughf 756 

El?:* ]jer to he was right* a merie man [leat ii, back] 

And after soper pleyen he bigan 

And siJak" of merjie amonges ojer finges 

Whan Jiaf he hadde maad our rikenynges 760 

And seide fiis IN'ow lordynges trewely 

3e hen to me welcome righf hertely 

ffor hy my trouthe if* faf I schal nof lye 

I seyh nof ])is yer so mery a companye 764 

Af oones in fis herherw as is now 

ffayn wold I don 3011 merthe wisf I how 

And of" a merjje I am righf now hijjoughf 

To don you eese and if schal coste noughf 768 

ye gon to Caunturhury god yow speede 

The blisful martir quyte ^on jour meede 

And wel I woof as je gon by fe weye 

ye schapen 30U to talen and to pleye 772 

ffor trewely conforf ne merfe is non 

To riden by fe wey domb as a ston 

And Jier for wol I make yon disporf 

As I seide ersf and do you som conforf 776 

And if* 90U likej) aft by on assenf 

ffor to stonden af my Inggement 

And for to werken as I schal 30U seie 

To morwe whan 30 riden by fe weie / 780 

'Now by my fader soule faf is deed 

CORPUS 22 



748 



22 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Petworth MS. 

My witte is shorf 30 may wel vnderstonde 

f^ rate chere made oure hooste vs euerechoii 

^ And to Jie soper sette he vs anon 

He serued vs with vitailles at Jie besf 

Sfcronge was fe wyne and wel [to] drink* vs lesf 

A seraely man our hooste was wif aft 

ffor to [han] bene a marshal m an haft 752 

A large man he was with yen stepe [leaf u] 

A fairer Burges is [ther] none in chepe 

Bold of his speche. and wise and wel ytan3t 

And of manhode hym lacked[e3 righf naughf 756 

Eke ferto he was righf a mery man 

And after sopere pleyen he bygan 

And spak of myrtS amonge ofer Jjinges 

Whan thaf we had[de] made our rekenyngges 760 

And seide pus. now lordingges trewly 

Je bene to me welcome n3f hertely 

ffor be my troufe if faf I shal not lye 

I seegh nof J>is 3ere so mery a companye 764 

Af ones in ])is harborowe as is nowe 

ffayne wold I do 30U merthe wisf I howe 

And of a merpe I am nghf now by-poughf 

To don 30U ease and it shal coste nou3t 768 

3e gone to canterbery god 30U spede 
jje bhsful martir". quite 30U 30uf' mede 
And wel I wote. as 36 goon by ]je way 
5e shapen 30U to talen and to play 772 

ffor trewly oonforte ne myrtha is non 
To riden by Jie wey dombe as a stone 
And Jjerfor wil I. make 30U disporte 

As I seide erste and don 30U som oonforte 776 

And if 30U likefi aUe by oon assente 
[Now] fforto stonden at my luggemente 
And forto worchen as I shal 3on seie 
To morowe whan je riden by fe weie 780 

Ifow be my faders soule faf is dede 

a PETWORTH 22 



22 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Lausdowiie MS. 



My witte is schorte 30 male weie vnderstonde 

Grate chore maade owre osta vs euerychone 

And to fe soper sett he vs anone 

He serued vs wijje vitailles att fe beste 

Stronge was pe wyne and weie drmke vs leste 

A semely man ovne ost was wij; aft 

ffor to bene a marschal in a lordes haft 

A large man he was wijj ey3en stepe 

A fairer burgeis is none none in chepe 

Bolde of his speohe ajid wyse and weie y-tawht 

And of manhode him lakked riht nouht 

Eke pere-to he was riht a mery man 

And after soper pley3en he be-gan 

And spak of Mirjja amonge ojjere fmges 

Whan pat we had maade owre rekenynges 

And seide pus Now lordaynges trewly 

5e bene to me welcome riht hertly . 

ffor be my troupe if pat .1. schal notte lye 

.1. sawe nouht pis 3ere so mery a companye 

Att ones m pis herburhe as is nowe 

ffayne wolde .T. done 3owe merpe wist .1. howe 

And of a merjie .1. am riht nowe be-pouhte 

To done 3owe ese and it schal cost nowhte 

IT 3e gone to Canterbury god 30we spede 

The blisful Martir white 30W 30wre mede 

And weie .1. wote as 30 gone be pe weye 

Sche schapen 30we to talen and to pleye 

ffor trewly comforjje and merpe is none 

To riden be pe waie dom as any stone 

And per-for wil .1. makan 5owe disporte 

As .1. seide arst and do 30W som comforte 

And if 30we like]> aft be on assente 

ffor to stonden at My luggemente 

And for to werken as .1. schal 3owe seie 

To morwen whan we riden be pa weie 

Nowe be Mi fader sow[l]e pat is dede 

LANSDOWNE 23 
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768 



772 



776 
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GROUP A, § 1. GBNBKAL PROLOGUE. Ellestttere MS. 23 



GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Hengwrt MS, 23 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Cambridge MS. 23 



But if ye be myrie / I -wol yeue yow myn heed! 

% Hoold vp youre bon(S wMouteii moore specbe 

Oure conseil / -was nat longe for to seclie 784 

Ys tbougbte / it was noght worth / to make it wyg 

And graunted hyra / wit outen moore auya 

And bad him seye his Toirdif as hym leste 

% Lordynges quod he / now herkneth for the beste 788 

Exit taak it nought / I prey yow m desdeyn 

This is the poynf to speken short and pleyn 

That ech of yow / to shorte with oure weye 

In this viage / shal telle tales tweye 792 

To Caunterburyward / I mene it so 

And homward / he shal tellen othere two 

Of auentures / that whilom han bifalle 

And which of yow / that bereth hym best of alle 796 

That is to seyn / that telleth m this caas 

Tales of best sentence / and moost solaas 

Shal haue a soper / at oure aller cost* 

Heere m this place / sittynge by this post* 800 

Whan that we come agayn fro Caunterbury 

And for to make yow / the moore mury 

I wol my self / goodly with yow ryde 

Eight at myn owene cost" and be youre gyde 804 

And who so wole / my luggement withseye 

Shal paye / al that we spenden by the weye 

And i£ ye vouche sauf / that it be so 

Tel me anon / with outen wordes mo 808 

And I wol erly / shape me therfore 

IT This thyng was graunted and oure othes swore 

With ful glad herte / and preyden hym also 

That he would Touche sauf / for to do so 812 

And that he / wolde been oure gouernour 

And of our tales / luge and Eeportour 

And sette a soper / at a certeyn pris 

And we / wol reuled been at his deuys 816 

IT In heigh and lough / and thus by oon assent" peafis.back] 

ELLESMEBE 23 



But ye be murye / I wol yeue yow mjm heed 

Hoold vp youre hondes / with outen moore speche 

*^ Oure conseil / was nat longe for to seche 

Vs thoughte / it was nat worth / to make it Wys 

And graunted hym / with outen moore avys 

And bade hym seye / his Tolrdif as hym leste 

^f Lordynges quod he / now herkneth for the beste 

But taketh it noght" I pray yow m desdeyn 

This IS the poynf to speken short and pleyn 

That ech of yow / to shorte with oure weye 

In this viage / shal tellen tales tweye 

To Caunterburyward' / I mene it so 

And homward / he shal teUen othere two 

Of auentures / fat whilom haue bifalle 

And which of yow / fat bereth hym best of aUe 

That is to seyn / that telleth m this cas 

Tales of best sentence / and moost solas 

Shal haue a Souper / at oure aller cost" 

Here in this place / sittynge by this post" 

Whan that we come agayn / fro Caunterbury 

And for to make yow / the moore mury 

I wol my self" goodly wit[h] yow ryde 

Eight at myn owene cost" and be youre gyde 

And who so wole / my luggement with seye 

Shal paye / al that we spende by the weye 

And if ye vouche sauf / fat it be so 

Tel me anoon / with outen wordes mo 

And I wol erly / shape me ther fore 

% This thyng was graunted / and oure othes swore 

With ful glad herte / and preyden hym also 

That he wolde Touche sauf / for to do so 

And that he wolde been / oure gouernour 

And of oure tales / luge and reportour 

And sette a souper / at a certeyn prys 

And we wol ruled been / ,at his deuys 

111 heigh and logh / and thus by oon assent* 

HENGWBT 23 
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792 
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800 



804 



808 
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816 



But ye be mene I wole yeue yow myn heede [sioane ms. less] 

Holde up youre hondis withoute more speche 

Oure councel was not long" forto seche 734 

Vs thought" if was nof worth to make to lyys 

And grauntide hym withouten more avys . 

And bade hym seie his verdoit as hym liste 

Lordlyngis quod he herkeneth now for the beste 788 

But take if nought / I praie 30W m disdeigne 

This is the poynf to speke short and pleigne 

Thaf eche of yow to short with oure weye 

In this viage shal telle tales tweye 792 

To caunterbury ward I mene if so 

Ajid homward he shal tellen other two 

Of auentoures thaf haue bifalle 

And which of yow thaf berith him besf of alio 796 

Thaf is to seyn thaf teUith in this cas 

Tales of besf sentence and moosf solas 

Shal haue a souper/ at oure aldercosf 

Here in this place sittynge bi this posf 800 

Whajzne thaf we comen ageyn fro Gauntirbury 

And forto make yow the more myry 

I wole my siluen goodly with 30U ride 

Eight af myn owne caste and be youre gyde 804 

And who so wole my lugement withseye 

Shal paye al thaf we spende by the weye 

And if" ye vouche saaf thaf if be so 

Telle me anoon withouf ony word moo 808 

And I wole erly shape me therfore 

This things was graunted and oure othes swore 

With ful glad herte and preien him also 

Thaf he wolde vouche saaf forto do soo 812 

And that he wolde be oure gouernour 

And of oure tales lugge and reportour/ 

And sette a soper / af a certeyn prys 

And we wolen reided ben af youre deuys 816 

In high and logh and thus by oon assenf 

CAMBEiuGE 23 [tliis page, Sloane MS. 1685.] 



GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. GorpUS MS. 23 

Buf je be merye I wil jeue 30W mjn heed 

Hold vp 50U1 hond wijjoute more speohe / 

Our counseil was not longe for to seche / 784 

Ts fouglif if -was nof wor]; to make if wys 

And graunted him. wijioute more avys 

And had him seye his verdif as him leste 

liordynges quod he / now herknejj for pe beste 788 

I5uf take it noughf I prey 30W m disdeigne 

This is fe poynf to speke schorf and pleigne 

Thaf ech of 30U to sehorte with jour weye 

In fis viage schal telle tales tweie 792 

To Caunturbury-ward I mene it so [iean2] 

And homward he schal teUen ojjer tuo 

Of* auentures J>af whilom haue bifatt 

And which ofi yow faf beri)) him best" of aft 796 

That* is to sem thaf telle]) ia Jiis cas 

Tales of" besf sentence and mosf solas ./ 

Schal haue a souper at our aljjer cost 

Her in J)is place sittynge by fis post* 800 

Whan J5af we comen ajem fro Canturbury 

And for to make 30U fe more mury 

I wil my seluen goodly with 30U ryde 

Eight" af myn owne cosf and be jour gyde 804 

And who so wol my luggement wi]) seye 

Schal paye al ))af we spende by Je weye 

And if* je vouche saf faf if be so 

Tel me anon wijjouten wordes moo 808 

And I wol erly schape me Jier fore 

This Jjing* was graunted and oui ojjes swore 

"With ful glad herte and preyjen him also 

Thaf he wolde vouche saf for to do so 812 

And Jjaf he wolde ben our gouernour 

And of oure tales lugge and reportour 

And sette a souper af a certem pris 

And we wiln rewled ben af his deuys / 816 

In heighe and lowe and fus by oon assent 

COEPUS 23 



GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Petworth MS. 23 



GROUP A. S 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Lansdowae MS. 23 



Buf 36 be mery. I wil jeue 30U my hede 

Holde vp joure hondes wi)) ouf more speche 

Our counsaile was not longe for to seche 

Vs |)0U3f it was not / worfe to make to wis 

And graunted hym wif oute more avis 

And bad him seie his veredit as him lesf 

Lordingges quod he nowe herkene|i for fe besf 

Buf take if nof I prei 3011 m disdeyne 

This IS f e pomf to speke shorf and pleyne 

Thaf eche of 30U to shorte wij; our waye 

In Jus viage shal telle tallies twaye 

To Caunterbery ward' I mene it so 

And homwardes he shal telle opere twoo 

Of auentures Jjaf han whilom bifalle 

And which of 30U paf berejj hym besf of aUe 

Jiaf IS to sey faf teUeJi m fis cas 

Tales of besf sentence and mosf solas 

shal haue a sopere af our alder cosf 

Her m |>is place sitting" by J)is posf 

Whan Jjaf we cowmen ageyn from Canterburye 

And forto make 30U fe more merye 

I wil my seluen goodly wif 30U ride 

Eighf at myne owne cosf and be 30ur' gide 

And who so wil my lugemenf wifseye 

Shal pay al faf we spenden by fe weye 

And if 36 vouche sauf Jiaf if be so 

Telle me anoon wifi outen wordes moo 

And I wilt erly shape me Jierfore 

Jus Jmge was graunted and our ofes swore 

Wi]) ful glad herf and preien hym also 

J)af he wolde vouchesauf so to do 

And faf he wolde be our gouernour" 

And of our tales lugge and roportoui* 

And sette a sopere af a certeyn price 

And we wold rewled bene at his deuice 

In heghe and lough and pvts by on assent" 
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But 3e hue Mene .1. jeue 30we Mine hede 
Holde vpe 3owre hondes 'wi])-owte more speche 
IT Owre consett was not longe for to seche 
Vs fouhte it was not worfe to make it wise 
And graunted him wiJ)-oute more avise 
And bad him. seie his verdite as him liste 

ordynges quod he now herkene]) for ]ie beste 
Bot tak it iiowhte .1. pmy 30we m disdeyne 
This IS fe pomte to speke schort and pleine 
That iche of jowe to schort wip owre weie 
In ])is viage schal tel tales tweye 
To Kanterbury warde .1. mene it so 
And homward he schal tellen opere two 
Of aventures wliilome J)at hane be-fatt 
And whiche of jowe ])at beref lum best of aft 
That IS to seyne fat telle]) m fis cas 
Tales of best sentence and most solas 
Schatt haue a soper at owre aller cost 
Here m ])is place sittinge be pe post 
Whan fat we comen a-geme fro Canturbury 
And for to make 30W fe mor-e mery 
.1. wil my seluen goodely wi]> 30W ride 
Eiht att myne oune coste and be 30wre gide 
And who so wU my luggemenf wif-seie 
Schal paie al put we spende be pe weie 
And if 3e vouche saue fat it be so 
Tel me anone wif-owten wordes mo 
And .1. wil erly schape me fere-fore 
^ This f inge was graunted and owre of es swore 
WitJi ful glad hert and praieyng him also 
fat he wolde vouche saue for to do so 
And fat he wolde be owre gouernowre 
And of owre tales lugge and reporture 
And sett a soper att a serteme pris 
And we wil rewled bene att his deuis 
In hihe and in lowhe and f us be one assent 
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24 GROUP A. § L GENBBAi pBOLOGUE. -EUcsmere MS. 2i geoup a. § 1. general prologue. Hengwrt JffS. 

We been acorded / to Ms luggemeaf 

And ther vp on / the wyn was fet anon 

We dronkeu / and to reste wente echoa 

With outen / any lenger taryynge 

Amorwe / whan fat day / gan for to sprynge 

Vp roos cure hoosf and was oure aller cofc 

And gadrede ts togidre / alle in a floki 

And forth we riden / a litel moore than paas 

Vn to the wateryng* of Seint Thomas 

And there oure hoosf bigan his hors areste 

And seyde lordynges / herkneth if yow leste 

^ Ye woot yoare forewaid / and [I] it yow recorde 

If euen song / and morwe song accorde 

Lat se now / who shal telle the firste tale 

As euere mote I drynke / wyn or ale 

Wlio so be / rebel to my luggemenf 

Shal paye / for al fat by the wey is spenf 

ISTow draweth cuf er fat we ferrer twynne 

He / which fat hath the shorteste shal bigynne 

Sire knyght quod he / my mayster and my lor(5 

Now draweth cut / for that is myn aceorcf 

Cometh neer quod he / my lady Prioresse 

And ye sire clerk / lat be your shamefastnesse 

He studieth noght / ley hond to euery man 

Anon to drawen / euery wigtt bigan 

And shortly / for to teUen as it was 

Were it by auenture / or sorf or cas 

The sothe is this / the cut fll to the knyghf 

Of which / ful bHthe and glad was every wygBt 

And telle he moste his tale / as was reson 

By foreward / and by composicion 

As ye han herd / what nedeth wordes mo 

An whan this goode man / saugh fat it was so 

As he / that wys was and obedient" 

To kepe his foreward / by his free assenf 

He seyde / syn I shal bigynne the game 
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We been acorded / to his luggemeaf 
And ther vp on / the wyn was fet anoon 
We dronken / and to reste wente echon) 
With outen / any lenger taryynge 
^ A morwe / whan fat day bigan to sprynge 
Vp roos oure hoosf and was oure aller cok? 
And gadred vs / togydres m a flok? 
And forth we ryden / a litel moore than pas 
Vn to the wateryng* of Seint Thomas 
And there oure hoosf bigan his hors areste 
And seyde / lordes / herkneth if yow leste 
^ Te woot youre forward / and it yow recorde 
If euensong / and morwesong* aoorde 
Lat se now / who shal telle the iirste tale 
As euere. mote I drynke wyn / or Ale 
Who so be rebel / to my luggemenf 
Shal paye / for al / that by the wey is spent 
K"ow draweth cuf er fat we ferrer twynne 
He which fat hath the shorteste / shal bigynne 
% Sire knyght quod he / my mayster and my lord 
InTow draweth cuf for that is myn acord 
Cometh neer quod he / my lady Prioresse 
And ye sire Clerc . lat be your shamefastnesse 
Ne studieth noghf ley hond to / euery man 
^ Anoon to drawen / euery wight bigan 
And shortly / for to teUen / as it was 
Were it by auenture / or sorf or cas 
The sothe is this / the Cut fil to the knyghf 
Of which ful blithe and glad was euery wighf 
And telle he moste his tale / as was resoun 
By forward / and by composiciown 
As ye han herd / what nedeth wordes mo 
And whan this goode man / sawgh fat it was 
As he / fat wys was / and obedienf 
To kepe his forward / by his free assenf 
He seyde / syn I shal bigynne the game 
hengwrt 24 



24 group a. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Cambridge MS. 

CSloane MS. 16S5] 



We ben acordid to the luggemenf 
And theruppon the wyn was fef anoon 

820 We dronken and to resf wente echon 
Wifchouten ony lenger / tariyng 
A morow whanne the day gan to springe 
Vp roos oure oosf and was oure aide cok" 

824 And gaderede us to gidre m a flok' 

And forth we riden a litil more than pas 
Onto the watering' of seynt Thomas 
And there oure oost gan his hors areste 

828 And seide lordis herkeneth ifi yow leste 

Ye wote youre forward and I it yow recorde 
If euensong* and morowe song accorde 
Lef se now who shal telle the firste tale 
As euere mote I drynke wyn or ale 
Who so rebelle to my luggemenf 
Shal paye for aR thaf by the weye is spenf 
Now drawith Cutf er' thaf ye ferther/ twynne 
Which thaf hath the shortest shal bigynne 
Sir knyght qwod he my maister/ and my lord 
Now drawith Cutf for thaf is accord 
Cometh nere qwod he my lady prioresse 

840 And ye Sir clerk laf be youre shamfastnesse 
No studieth noghf leye hond to euery man 
Anoon to drawe euery wighf bigan 
And shortly forto tellen as if was 

844 Were if by auenture or by sort or cas 
The sothe is the Cutf fel to the knyght 
Of which ful blythe and glad was euery wight 
And tellen he most his tale as if was resoun 

848 By forward and by composicioun 

As ye han herd whaf nedith wordes" moo 

And whanne this gode man sawe thaf if was soo 

As he thaf wys was and obedienf 

852 To kepen his forward by his fre assenf 
He seide sithen I shal bigynne the game 
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24 GBOUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGtJB. COrpUS MS. 

We ben accorded to jie luggement 

And J)er vpon fe wyn was fef anon 

We dronken and to reste wenf echon 820 

"Vyijjouten eny lenger taryyng* 

A morwe whan j>e day bigan to spryng* 

vp ros oure oosf and was our aljjer cot 

And gadered vs to gider all in a flok" 824 

And for]) we nden a litel more J)an paas 

Tnto Jje wateryng< of" seinfr Thomas 

And fer our oosfr gan his hors areste 

And seide lordes herkneji if" you leste / 

Je wof 3our forward and I if 30U recorde 

If euynsong^ and morwesong* acorde 

laf see now who schal telle J)e firste tale 

As euer mote I drynke wyn of* ale 

Who so he rebel to my luggement / 

Schal paie for aft that" by J)e weie is spenf 

IN'ow drawe)) Cuf or faf we ferjier twynne 

he which Jiaf haj) J)e schortesf schal bigynne 836 

^ Sir knighf quod he my maister and my lord 

ISTow drawejj Cuf for faf is myn acord 

Comef nerre quod he my lady prioresse 

And 3e sic clert lef be jour schamfastnesse 840 

Ne studief notighf lay hond to euery matt 

Anon to drawe euery wigSf bygan) 

And schortly for to tellen) as if was / 

Were if by auenture or sorf or cas 844 

The sof is f is the Cuf fel to f e knighf 

Of! which ful hiijie and glad was euery wighf 

And telle he moste his tale as if was resoun 

By forward and by composicioMn 848 

As je han herd whaf nedej) wordes mo 

And whan ))is good man saugB faf it was so 

As he faf wys was and obedienf 

To keepe his forward by his fcee assent 852 

He seide si])j)e I schal begynne fe game 

COBPTJS 24 



24 GRotJp A. § i. GENERAL peolootje. Petworth MS. 

We bene accorded to ]>e luggemenf 

And fer vpon )ie wyne was fette anon 

We dronken and to reste wente echon 820 

Wij) oute eny lenger tariynge 

On morowe whan fe day [bi]gan to sprynge 

Vp roos oure hooste and was oure alder" Cok 

And gadered vs to gidere in a flok. 824 

And for}) we nden a litel more fan paas oeaf 12] 

Vnto fe watering* of Seynf Thomas 

And fer our hooste gan his hors areste 

And seide lordes harkenej) if yow leste 828 

Je wote Joure forward' and I it 30U record' 

If euensonge and morowsonge accorcJ 

Laf see nowe who. shal telle fe firsf tale 

As euer mote T drinke wyne or ale 832 

Who so be rebeft to my luggement 

Shal paye for al faf by fe way is spenf 

Now drawef Cuf er faf we ferJier twynne 

Which faf haJ) f e shortest shal bygynne 836 

^ Sir" knyghf quod he my maister and my lorde 

!N"ow drowef Cutte for f af is myn aceorde 

Commeth nere quod, he my lady prioresse 

And je sir Clerk laf be joure shamfastnesse 840 

Ife stodieth noujf lay honde to euery man 

Anon to drawe every wighf bygan 

And shortely forto tellen as if was 

Were if be auenture or sorf or cas 844 

The soje is pis fe Cuf lille to fe knyjf 

Of which full glad and blif e was euery wijf 

And teUen he most his tale as if was reson 

By forward! and by compo[si]ciofl 848 

As je han herde whaf needef wordes moo 

And whan Jus good man seegh faf if was soo 

As he faf wise was and obedient 

To kepen his forwar(S by his fre assenf 852 

He seide sifen I shal bygynne fe game 

PETWORTH 24 



34 GROUP A. § 1. GENERAL PROLOGUE. Lansdowne MS. 



We bene accorded to fe luggement 

And fer-vpon fe wyne was fett anone 

We dronken atid to rest went ichone 

Wijj-owten any longer' tarymge 

An morwe whan fe daie gan to springe 

Vp roos owre ost and was owre alder cok 

And gederd vs to-geder m a floke 

And forfe we reden a litel mor Jjan pas 

Vnto [j)e] watermge of semt Thomas 

And fere owre oste gan his hors areste 

And seide lordes herkene]) if jowe leste 

3e wote jowre forward, and .1. it jowe recorde 

If fat Euynsonge and Morwsonge aceorde , 

Lat se nowe who schal tel fe first tale 

As euer mot .1. drinke wine or ale 

Who so be rebel to my luggement 

Schal paie for al fat be f e waie is spent 

N^ow drawef cut or fat we ferf er Wynne 

Whiche fat haf e f e schortest schal be-ginne 

^ Sir" knyht quod he my maister and my lorde 

Now drawef Cut for fat is Myne aceorde 

Co»Jinef nere qwod he Mi ladi prioresse 

And je sire clerke lat be jowre schamefastnesse 

Ne studiethe nowht leie honde to euery man 

Anone to drawe euery wight began 

And schortly for to tellen riht as it was 

Were it be aventure or sort or cas 

The sof e is fis f e Cut fel on f e knyht 

Of whiche ful blif e and glad was euery whit 

And teUen he most his tale as it was reson 

Bi fonvard and be composioion . 

As je haue herde what nedef wordes moo 

And whan fis good man sawhe fat it was so 

As he fat wise was and obedient 

To kepon his forward be his fre assent 

He seide sef f e fat .1. schal beginne f e game 
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GEoup A. § 1. GENEEAL PEOLOGUE. Ellesmerc MS. 25 

Wliatf -welcome he the cut / a goddes name 

JSTow lat us ryde / and herknetli what I seye 

And witJi that word / we ryden forth oure weye 856 

And he bigan / with right a myrie cheere 

His tale anon / and seyde in this manere 



GEOUP A. § L GBUEEAL PEOLOGUB. Hengwrt MS. 25 



What wel come he the Cufr m goddes name 
iN'ow lat vs ryde / and herkneth what I seye 
And with that word / we ryden forth oure weye 
And he bigan / with right a murye cheere 
His tale anoon / and seyde as ye may heere 



856 



GKOUP A. § 1. GENEE.\L PEOLOGUB. Cambridge MS. 25 

What" welcome he the Cuf a goddis name . [siome ms. less] 

!N"ow laf us ride and herkneth what* I seie 

And with that word we riden forth oure weye 856 

And he higan with rijf a mery chere 

His tale anoon and seide as ye may heere 

lamqwe demos patrias scithie post prelia gentis. 
Prelia laurigero & cetera. IT Heere endith the prolog 
of this book i and heere bigynneth the first tale which 
is the knyghte tale 

iNotes referred to %n the references to the KmgMes Tale.'] 

[1. Boccaccio calls Teseo 'duca di Atene' (1. 13), and says that his father 
Mgeo was 're d'Atene' (I. 6). 

2. ' — in gmbba iscalza' [en deshabille). III. 8. 

3. ' Co' biondi crmi avvolti alia sua testa.' III. 10. 

4. The whole debate m prison is an imitation of the longer debate {in the 
Teseide) when they meet in the grove. 

5. ' Love cannot be given up as thou deemest : and he loves but little, who 
ceases lovmg m order to keep a promise.' T. 51. 

6. Comp. Troilus and Cressida, IV. st. 136 : 

— Por some men sam, that God seeth all beforne. 



7. 



Than mote it fallen, though men had it swome. 
That purveiaunce hath scene beforne to be — 
Videvi stone per tutto dipmte 
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E'l grand Ercole vide tra costoro. Til. G2. 

8. ' Eichezza'^is Porter m the Teseide, VII. 64 : the Roman de la Hose is 
followed here. 

9. See jS". of Fame, 108 ; and AJbricus Philosophus m Staveren's Attctores 
MytTiographt, 1702, vol. ii. p. 903. 

10. Boccaccio makes the temple lighted by altar-fires, kindled from the 
flames of plundere/1 cities. VII. 35. 

11. 'Amyddes of the' place sat 'la virtu tristissima.* VII. 34, 

12. 'La Morte armata vide e lo stupore.* VII. 35. 

13. 'Le navi bellatnci.' VII. 37. Neither Boccaccio, nor yet his prototype 
Statins, speaks of any ships as tmmt, but merely as trophies. 

14. The points marked VI. 21, 22, are taken from the description of 'Aga- 
memnone.' 

15. The points here are from the descriptions of ' Ippodamo ' (VI. 29), of 
' Peleo ' (VI. 17, 18), and of ' Peritoo ' (VI. 41). 

16. Compare also stanza 42, ' con vittime piatose.^ 

17. 'lo ii diletto, e tu n' abbia 1' onore.' VII. 27. 

IS, Arcita (in Boccaccio) comes from the quarter of 'Euro* (VII, 114) • Pale- 
mone comes 'DaU' altra parte' (VII. 118). No mention is made by Boccaccio 
of their banners being red and tohife, 

19. Bocc. makes many of them slam: 'Artifllio,"Cornisso'(VIII.15), 'Eifeo,' 
'Anone' (36), 'Nanzio' (39), and others, and describes their funerals (X. 4 — 8). 

20. Boccaccio makes only a general mention of the care and comfort bestowed 
on the wounded (X. 10). 

21. ' But [of the wounded] Arcita alone could not be cured , so much was 
he shattered inwardly by his fall ' (X. 11). 

22. Point from Boccaccio, differently turned (X. 13). 

23. Points from Boccaccio, differently turned (X. IS, 12). 

24. 'I await the last kisses from thee, oh dear spouse' (X 
26. ' egli 6 gentile ' (X 62) . 

26. 'Niun potea racconsolar Teseo,' says Boccaccio {XI. 9), not excepting 
'Egeo :' but he immediately goes on to speak of the old man's attempt to con- 
sole ' Palemone,' and the rest,— withovit the slightest success {XI. 11). — (See 
also XT. 33.) 

27. ' Non men doleute, Emilia pur piangea, 

I circostenti piii pianger facea' (XI. 31). 

28. Eight and left of Palemone {XI. 40). 

29. In the hands of the noblest of the Greeks (XI. 37).] 
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r spouse' (X. 65). 
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25 



What' welcome be fe Cntte a goddes name 
Now laf vs ride and herknefi wliat* I seye 
And with faf word we nden forf ours weye 
And he higan with righf a merye cheere 
His tale anon and seyde as 30 may heero 



"What* welcome be fe Cutte a goddis name 
Now laf vs ride and harkenej) what I saye 
856 And wij; Jjaf wor(S we nden for]) our waye 856 

And [he] byganne wij) rijt a mery chere 
His tale anon and seide as 3e may here 

% lam que domos patrias scitMce post aspera gentis : 
Prelia lanrigero &c. Thus endef fe Prologe of jjis^ 
Boke. 



What welcome be fe cut one goddes name 
Now lat TS ride and herkeneji what J. seie 
And wi]) fat worde we riden forjie owre weie 
And he be-gan wij) riht a mery chere 
His tale anone and seide as je mai here 
[No gap in the MS-I 



&5& 



iNotes referred to m the references to the Kmghtes Tale.'] 

[1. Boccaccio calls Teseo 'duca di Atene' (1. 13), and says that lus father 
Sgeo was 're d'Ateue' (I. 6). 

2. ' — in giubba iscalza' (en deshabille). III. 8. 

3. ' Co* biondi cnni avvolti alia sua testa.' III. 10. 

4. The whole debate m prtson is an imitation of the longer debate (in the- 
Teseide) when they meet in the grove-. 

5. ' Love cannot be given up as thou deetnest : and he loves but little, who 
ceases loving in order to keep a promise.' V. 51. 

6. Comp. Troilus and Cressida, IV. st. 136 ; 

— For some men sam, that God seeth all beforne, 



7. 



Than mote it fallen, though men had it swome, 
That purveiaunce hath seene beforne to be— 
Videvi stone per tutto dipinte 
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E'l grand Brcole vide tra eostoro. VII. 62. 

8. *Richez2a' is Porter in the Teseide, VII. &^'. the- Roman de la Rose is- 
foUowed here. 

9. See H. of Fame, MS ; and Albneus Philosophus in Staveren's Anctores 
Mythographi, 1703, vol. ii. p. 903. 

10. Boccaccio makes the temple lighted by altar-fires, kindled from the 
flames of plundered cities. VII. 35. 

11. ' Amyddes of the ' place sat ' la virtti tristissima.' VII. 34 

12. *La Morte armata vide e lo stupore.' VII. 35. 

13. 'Le navi bellatrioi.' VII. 37. Neither Boccaccio, nor yet liis prototype 
Statins, speaks of any ships as burnt, but merely as trophies. 

14. The points marked VI. 21, 22, are taken from the description of ' Aga- 
memnone.' 

15. The pomts here are from the descriptions of 'Ippodaino' (VI. 29), of 
'Peleo' (VI. 17, 16), and of 'Peritoo' (VL A\). 

16. Compare also stanza 42, ' con vittime ptatose* 

17. *Io ii diletto, e tu n' abbia 1' onore.' VTI. 27. 

18. Arcita (in Boccaccio) comes from tlie quarter of ' Euro' (VII. 114) • Pale- 
morie comes 'Dall' altra parte' (VII. 118). JTo mention is made by Boccaccio 
of their banners being red and white, 

19. Bocc. makes many of them slain : * ArtifiUo,' ' Cornisso' (VIII. 15), 'Rifeo,* 
' Anone ' (36), ' Narizio ' (39), and others, and describes their fimerals (X. 4—8). 

20. Boccaccio makes only a general mention of the care and comfort bestowed 
on the wounded (X. 10). 

21. 'But [of the wounded] Arcita alone could not be cured, so much was 
he shattered inwardly by his fall ' (X. 11). 

32. Point from Boccaccio, differently turned (X. 13). 

23. Points from Boccaccio, differently turned (X. 13, 12). 

24. * I await the last kisses from thee, oh dear spouse' (X. 65). 

25. 'egli 6 gentile' (X. 62). 

26. ' Mum potea raccousolar Teseo,' says Boccaccio (XI. 9), not excepting 
' Egeo ; ' but he immediately goes on to speak of the old man's attempt to con- 
sole ' Palemone,' and the rest,— without the slightest success (XI. 11). — (See 
also XI. 33.) 

27. ' Nou men dolente, Emilia pur piangea, 

I circostanti piu pianger facea' (XI. 31). 

28. Eight and left of Palemone (XI. 40). 

29. In the hands of the noblest of the Greeks (XI. 37).] 
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26 GHO0P A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 

Iaiaque domos patrias Sitluce post aspera peafu] 
gentis presia laurigero &c. 

H Heere bigynneth the knyglites tale 




LPainting of the 
Knight m the 



Hilom / as olde stories / tellen vs 
Ther was a due fat lughte Theseus ""•"^'"'^ 
Of Atthenes / he was lord and gouertiour 861 
And m his tyme swich a Conquerour, 
That gretter / was ther noon vnder the Sonne 
fful many a riche contree hadde he wonne 864 

That with his wysdom / and his chiualrie 

He conquered / al the regne of ffemenye 

That whilom / was ycleped Scithia 

And wedded[e] the queene ypolita 868 

And hroghte hire hoom vith hym m his contree 

"With muohel glorie / and greet solempnytee 

And eek* liir faire suster Emelye 

And thus / with victorie and with melodye 872 

Lete I this nohle due / to Atthenes ryde 

And al his hoost* m Armes hjnii Msyde 

IT And c«"tes / if it nere / to long to heere 

I wolde yow haue toold / fully the manere 876 

How wonnen was the regne of ffemenye 

By Theseus / and hy his chiualrye 

And of the grete hataille for the nones 

Bitwixen Atthenes and Amazones 880 

And how asseged was ypoUta 

The faire hardy queene of Scithia 

And of the feste / ]>at was at hir weddynge 

And of the tempest / at hir hoom comynge 884 

But al that thyng" I moot as now forhere 

I haue god woot / a large feeld to exe 

And wayke been / the Oxen in my PlougK 

The remenant of the tale / is long ynougfi 888 

I wol nat letten eek" noon of this route 

ELLESMBKE 26 




26 GROUP A. § 3. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 

^ lamqwe domos patria Scifchice post aspej-a gentis 
prelia laurigero. 

Here bigynneth the knyghtes tale. 

^hilom / as olde stones tellen vs 
Ther was a duci fat highte Theseus 860 

Of Atthenes / he was lord and gouernour 
And 111 his tyme / swich a conquerour 

That gretter was ther noon vnder the sonne , 

fful many a riche contree / hadde he wonne 864 

What with his wysdom / and his chiuahye 

He conquered / al the regne of femenye 

That whilom / was ycleped Scithia [leaf is] 

And wedded / the queene ypolita 868 

And hroghte lure horn with hym / in his contree 

"With muchel glorie / and greet solempnitee 

And eek / hir yonge suster Emelye 

And thus with victorie / and with melodye 872 

Lete I this nohle due to Atthenes ryde 

And al his hoosf . in armes hym hisyde 

IT And certes / if it nere to longi to heere 

I wolde haue toold / fully the manere 876 

How / wonnen was the regne of ffemenye 

By Theseus / and hy his Chiualrye 

And of the grete hataille / for the nones 

Bitwixen Atthenes / and Amazones 880 

And how assegeged was ypolita 

The faire hardy queene of Scithia 

And of the feste / fat was at hir weddynge 

And of the tempesf at hir horn comynge 884 

But al that thyng / I moot as now forhere 

I haue god woot / a large feeld to ere 

And wayke / been the oxen in my plogh 

The remenant of the tale / is long ynogh 888 

I wol nat letten eek / noon of this route 
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26 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 



f ffabula militis. [Sloane MS. lesS, leaf <t} 

Hylom as olde stories teUen vs Tffabuiamintis. 

Ther was a Duk" thaf highf Thesius * c* See p. 25, n. 1. j 

Of Athenes he was lord and gouernour 

And m his tyme sicB a conquerour 

That gretter was noon vndir the sonne 

fful many a nche Contre hadde he wonne 864 

Whaf with his wisdom and his Chiualne 

He coiiqueride al the regne of femyny 

The whylom was clepid sithja 

And weddide the queene ypohta 868 

And hroughf hir hom with hym m his Contre 

With mich glorie and gref solempnyte 

And eke hir yonge sister Emelye 

And thus with victory and with melodie 872 

Lat I this nohle Duk to Athenes ride 

And al his oost m armes hym hiside 

And certis if it ne were to longe to heere 

I wolde haue told fully the manere 876 

How wymmen was the regne of femynye 

By Theseus and by his chyuabie 

And of the gret batayle for the nones 

Bitwixen athenes and Ama3ones 880 

And how assegid was ypolita 

The fair / hardi queene of scithia 

And of the feeste that was at Mr weddiag* 

And of the . . . . ' at hir / home comyng* C Rubbedj 884 

But al that [tjhmg I moot as now forhere 

I haue god woot a large feld to ere 

And weyk ben the oxen in^ my plough PEnbbedj 

The remenaunf of the tale is long* ynough 888 

I wole not letten eke noon of this Eoute 

CAMBKiDGE 36 [this page, Sloane MS. 1685.] 
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26 GEOUP A. § 2. knight's taIjB. Petworth MS. 



26 geobp a. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 



lam que domos patrias seitice post aspera gentis 
Prelia laurigero etc<. 



IT ffabula militis. Here bygynnef the knygMes tale. 




T^hilom -was as olde stories tellen vs 
Ther was a Duk" tliat highte Thesetis / 
Of" Athenes lie was / lord and gouernoior 
And in his tyme such a Conquerour 
That* grettere was non vnder Jje sonne 
iful many a nche Centre hadde he wonne 
What^ with his wisdam and his chiuallerie 
He conquered aft Je regne of* ffeminie 
Thaf whilom was I-cleped Soithia 
And weddede pe queen ypolita 
And brought" hir horn wiji him in his contre 
With muohe glorie and gref solempnite 
And eek" hir 3onge suster Emelye 
And Jus with victorie and with melodie 
Late I Jiis noble duk" to Athenes ride the previous one 
And aft his host" in armes him. bisyde 
And certes if" it nere to long* to heere 
I wolde haue tolde fully pe manere 
how wonnen was pe regne of ffeminie 
By Theseus and by his Chiualrie 
And of" the grete bataille for J)e noones 
Bitwixen athenes and Amazones 
And how asseged was Ipolita 
The faire hardy queue of Soithia 
And of" pe fesf pat" was af hir weddyng" 
And of" pe tempest" at" hir horn comyng" 
But" al pat" ping" I moot" as now forbere / 
I haue god wot" a large f eeld to ere 
And weyke ben pe oxen in my plough 
The remnant" of" pe tale is long" ynough 
I wol not" letten eet noon of" pis route 

COKPUS 26 
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Whilom was / as olde stories tellen vs 
A worpi duk" hight" theseus 
Of Athenes he was lord and goneinour 
And in his tyme suche a Conquerouf 
That gretter was [ther] noon Tnder pe sunne 
fful many a riche contre had he wonne 
What" wip his wisdom and his chyuabya 
He conquered al pe regne of femynye 
Thaf whilom was yoleped Sithia 
And wedded[e] pe queue ypoUta 
And broujf her home wip hym to his cuntre 
Whith moot glorie and gret" solempnite 
And eke her ^enge suster Emelie 
And pus with victorie and with melodye 
Lat I pis noble Duke to Athenes ride 
And al his hooste in armes hym beside 
And certes if it" nere to longe to here 
I woM haue tolde fully pe manere 
Howe wownen was pe Eeaume of ffemyny 
By Theseus and by his Chiualrye 
And of pe grete bataille for pe nones 
Bytwyxen Athenes and amazones 
And howe asseged was ypolita 
The faire ladye qune of Soithia 
And of pe feest" pat" was at her weddinge 
And of pe tempest" at her home commynge 
But" al pat" ping" I mot" as nowe forbere 
I haue god wote a large feelde to ere 
And weike bene pe oxen in my plough 
The remenaMnte of pe tale is long ynogh 
I wil not* letten eke noon of pis route 
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Deaf 12, back] 
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868 



872 
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880 



884 



888 




lam que domos patrias seitice ■post aspej'a gentis 
Prelia Laurigero, &c. Incipit fabula Militis 

hUome was as holde stories tellen vs 859 

There was a Duke*pathight Theseus [•Seep.as.B.ij 

Of Athenes he was lorde and gouernoure 

And m his time suche a conqueroure 

That gretter was none vndere pe sonne 

fful Mony a riche Contre had he wonne . 864 

What wip wisdome and his Chiualrie 

He conquered al pe Eegne of ffemynye . 

That whilom cleped was Scithia 

And wedded pe qwene ypoHta 868 

An browht hire home wipe him in to his contre 

Wip muche glorie and grete solempnite 

And eke hire jonge sustere Emelye 

And pus wip victori and melodie 872 

Latt .1. pis nobul Due to Athenes ride 

And aft his hoste m aremes be his side 

And certes if it nere to longe to here 

.1. wold haue told fully pe manere 876 

How wonnen was pe Eeigne of ffemynye 

By Theus and. be his Chiuahrye 

And of pe grete Bataile for pe nones 

Be-twixen Athenes and Ama3ones 

And how asseged was ypolyta 

The faire hardie queue of Scithia 

And of pe fest pat was att hir weddeynge 

And of pe tempest at hire home comynge . 

Bot al pat pmge .1. mot at nowe for-bere 

.1. haue gode wote a large felde to ere 

And weike bene pe Oxen in my plouhe 

The remenant of pe tale is longe y-nouhe 

I. wil not letten eke none of pis route 
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GEOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. EUesmere MS. 27 

Lat euery felawe / telle his tale aboute 

And lat se now / who shal the soper wynne 

And ther I lefte / I wol ayeyn bigynne 892 

This due / of -whoin I make menoioun t Narratio 

Whan he was come / almoost vn to the toun 
In al his wele / and in his mooste pride 
He was war / as he caste his eye aside 896 

Where that ther kneled m the weye 
A compaignye of ladyes / tweye and tweye 
Ech after oother / clad in clothes hlake neafM,back] 

But swich a cry / and swich a wo they make 900 

That in this world / nys creature lyuynge 
That herde / swich another waymentynge 
And of this cry / they nolde neuere stenten 
Til they / the reynes of his hrydel henten 904 

^ What folk been ye / that at myn horn comynge 
Perturben so my feste / with criynge 
Quod Theseus / haue ye so greet enuye 
Of myn honour / fat thus compleyne and crye 908 

Or who hath yow / mysboden or offended 
And telleth me / if it may been amended 
And why / fat ye been / clothed thus in blak" 
IT The eldeste lady of hem aUe spak 912 

Whan she hadde swowned / witJi a deedly cheere 
That it was routhe / for to seen and heere 
And seyde lord / to whom ffortune hath yeuen 
Victorie / and as a Conqueror to lyuen 916 

Nat greueth ts / youre glorie and youre honour 
But we / biseken mercy and socour 
Haue mercy on cure wo / and oure distresse 
Som drope of pitee / thurgh thy gentillesse 920 

Vp on TS wrecched wommen / lat thou falle 
ffor certes lord / ther is noon of vs alle 
That she ne hath been / a duchesse / or a queene 
Now be we caytyues / as it is wel seene 924 

Thanked be ffortune / and hire false wheel 

EllESMEEE 27 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 27 

Lat euery felawe / telle his tale aboute 

And lat se now / who shal the souper Wynne 

And ther I lefte / 1 wol ayem bigynne W ireahm the as. wim a 
' "^ Incipit narracio rtd 

nnhis due / of Whom I make mencion) 

■*- Whanne he was come / almoost to the town 

In al his wele / and in his mooste pryde 

He was war / as he caste his eye asyde 896 

Wher fat ther kneled / iu the heighe weye 

A compaignye of ladyes / tweye and tweye 

Ech after oother / clad m clothes blake 

But swich a cry and swich a wo they make 900 

That ia this woild / nys creature lyuynge 

That herde / swich another waymentynge 

And of this cry / they nolde neuere stenten peaf is, back] 

Til they / the reynes of his brydel henten 904 

f What folk been ye / fat at myn hom comynge 

Perturben so my feste / with cryynge 

Quod Theseus / haue ye so greet envie 

Of myn honour / that thus compleyne and crye 908 

Or who hath yow mysboden / or offended 

And telleth me / if it may been amended 

And why fat ye / been clothed thus in blak/ 

The eldeste lady / of hem alle spak" 912 

Whan she hadde swowned / with a deedly cheere 

That it was routhe / for to seen and heere 

IT She seyde / lord / to whom ffortune hath yiuen 

Victorie / and as a Conquerour to lyuen 916 

!N"oght greueth vs youre glorie / and youre honowr 

But we biseken / mercy and socour 

Haue mercy on oure wo / and oure distresse 

Som drope of pitee / thurgh thy gentillesse 920 

Vp on TS wrecched worn men / lat thow falle 

ffor certes lord / ther is noon of vs alle 

That she ne hath been / a duchesse / or a queene 

Kow be we caytyues / as it is wel seene 924 

Thanked be ffortune / and hip false wheel 
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GROUP A. § 3. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 27 

Lat euery felowe telle his tale a-boute [Sicaae MS. 1685] 

And laf se now who shal the soper wynne 

And ther as I left I wole bygynne 892 

IT This Duk of whom I make meciouw T inrapit narracio. 

Whanne he was comen almost to the town 

In al his wele and his moosf pride [leaf i, back] 

He was ware as he caste ey3e aside 

Where that" ther kneUde in the high weye 

A company oi' ladies tweye and tweye 

Ech aftir/ other/ cladde in ' chothes blake p So m msj 

But sich a crie and sich a woo they make 

That m this world is creature lyuynge 

That" herde sich another/ weymentyng 

And of'' this crie thei nolde neuere stente 

Tyl they the reynes of his bridel hente 904 

Whaf foUs? be ye thaf at" myn hom comynge • ii. 20. 

Disturblen so my feeste with criynge . 

Quod Theseus haue ^e so grefr enuye 

Of" myn honour that" thus compleyne and crie 908 • 

Or who hath yow mysboden or offendid 

And telleth me if" if may be amendid 

And whi thaf ye ben clothed thus in blak" 

The eldest lady of hem alle spak" 912 

Whanne she hadde swouned with a deedly ohere 

That" if was reuthe forto seen and here 

She seide . lord to whom fortune hath jyuen 

Victorie and as a conquerour/ to lyuen 916 

iNTof greueth vs youre glorie and youre honour/ 

Buf we biseke mercy and socour 

Haue mercy on ouxe wo and oure distresse 

Sum drope of pite thorough thi gentUnesse 920 

Vppon vs wrecchid wywimen laf yow falle 

ffor ceitis lord ther is noon of vs alle 

That she nath ben a duchesse or a quene 

Now be we caytifs as it is wel sene 924 

Thanked be fortune and hir/ fals wheel 

cambkidge 27 [this page, Sloane MS. 1685.] 



Teseide. 



II. 25. 

(before the car.) 



11. 2r. 



GEOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpiis MS. 27 



Lat" euery fela-we telle his tale aboute 

And laf se now wlio schal fe soup? r wynne 

And fer I lafte I 'wil a3ein bigynne 

This Bnk} of" whom I make meneiotm 

"VVhan he was comen almost to Jie toirn 

In aft his wele and his moste pryde 

He was war as he cast* his eyhe asyde 

Wher faf Jer kneled m fe heighe weye 

A company of ladies tweye and tweye 

Eche after ojer cladde m clofes hlake 

Buf such a cry and such a woo fei make 

Thaf m Jjis world is creature lyuynge 

Thaf herde such anojjer weymentynge 

And of* Jtis cry Jjey nolde neuer stente 

Til pel pe Eeynes of" his hridel hente 

What' folk" ben 3e Jiaf at myn horn comynge 

Pertoiirhe so my feste wiji crymge 

Quod Theseus haue 36 so gret" enuye 

Of myn honour thaf pus compleigne and one 

Or who hap 30U myshoden or offended 

And tellep me it it may hen amended 

And whi paf 33 hen eloped thus in blak 

The eldesf lady of hem alle spat 

Whan sche had swouned with a dedly eheere 

That" if was routhe for to seen and heere 

^ Sche seide lord to whom fortune hap yiuen 

Victorie and as a conquerour to lyuen 

IsTof greuep ous joure gloire and your" honour 

Buf we heseke mercy and socour 

Haue mercy on our woo and our distresse 

Som drope of pite purgh pi gentilesse / 

vpon vs wrecched wommen lef 39 fatt 

ffor certes lord per is non of vs ait 

Thaf sche nath hen a duchesse or a queene 

ISTow be we Caytifs as if ig wel scene 

Thanked be fortune and hir false whiel 
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GEOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 27 

Laf euery felawe telle his tale aboute 

And lat se nowe who shal pe soper wynne 

And per I lafte : I wil asein bygynne W break %n fhe MS. wUV] 
} •}o.j Incipitf narracio plena Militis. 

Duk of whom I make mencioMn Ueaf is] 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 27 



rphis 



Whan he was cowmen almosf to pe toun 
In al his wele and his most Pride 
He was war as he casf his eyen atside 
Where paf per kneled in pe highe waye 
A companye of ladys twey and tweye 
Eche after oper clad in elopes blake 
Buf suche a crye and such a woo pei make 
Thaf m pis worlde [n]is creature lyuynge 
Thaf herde suche a-noper wamentinge 
And of pis crie pei nolde neuere stynte 
Til pel pe Reynes of his bridel hente 
Whaf folk bene 36 paf af myn home commynge 
Pertourben so my feest[e] wip criynge 
QMod Theseus haue 36 so grete envie 
Of myn honour pat pus compleyn and crye 
Or who hap 30U mysdone or offended 
Tellep me if if may be amendef 
And whi paf 36 bene eloped pus in blak 
The eldest lady of hem al[le] spak 
Whan she had swowned wip a dedly chere 
paf if was rauthe forto sene and here 
She seide lorcJ to whom fortune hap 36uen 
Victorie and as a conquerowr to lyuen 
Naf greuep ts 30ure glory and 30ur honour 
Baf we biseke mercy and socour 
Haue mercy on our woo and our distresse 
Some drope of Pite porgh pi gentelnesse 
Ypon TS wrecched wommen laf nowe falle 
ffor certes lord' per is noon of ts alle 
Thaf she ne hap bene a doches or a queue 
ITowe bene we Catyues as if is wel sene 
Thonked be fortune and her fals[e] qwhele 
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Latt euery felawe tel his tale aboute 

And latt see nowe who schal pe soper winne 

And pere .1. laft .1. wil a3eine beginne 

^ This Duo of whome .1. make mensiowne 

Whan he was comen al-most to pe toune 

In aft his wele and hi* most pride 

He was ware as he kast his yhe a side 

Where pat pere kneled in pe hihe waie 

A company of ladyes twey . and twaie 

Iche after oper cladde m elopes blake 

Bot suche a crye and suche a woo pei make 

That in pis werlde is creature lyueynge 

pat herd suche a noper weymentynge 

And of pis crie pei nolde neuer stouten 

Tift pei pe reynes of his bridel henten 

What folke bene 36 pat att niyne home comynge 

Pertwrbe so my fest yfiih cryinge 

Q?wd Theus haue 30 so grete envie . 

Of myne honowr pat pus compleigne and crie 

Or who hap 30W myshoden or offended 

And tellep me if it maie bene amended 

And whi pat 3e bene eloped pus in blake 

The eldest lady of hem al spake 

Whan sche had swowned wip a dedely chere 

That it was rewpe for to seen and here 

IT Sche seide lorde to whome ffortune hap 3iuen 

Yictorie and as a conqueroure to lyuen 

]Srat greuep vs 3owre honoure and 3owre glorie 

Bot we beseke 30we of socom-e and of mereye 

And haue merci on owre woo and owre distrisse 

Some drope of Pyte purgB pi gentUlisse 

Vpon vs wricehede wemmen latt 30 faft 

ffor certes lorde pare is none of vs aft 

That sche ne hape b[e]ne a doches or a quene 

Ifowe bene we Cayteues as it is wele sene 

Thonked be fortune and hire false whole 
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28 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 

That noon estaf assuretli to be weel 

And certes lord / to abyden youre presence 

Heere in the temple / of the goddesse clemence 928 

We han ben waitynge / al this fourtenygtf 

Ifow help TS lord / sith it is in thy mygfif 

IT I wrecche / which fat wepe and crie thus 

Was whilom wyf / to kyng Cappaneus 932 

That starf at Thebes / cursed be that day 

And aUe we that been in this array 

And maken / al this lamentaciouM 

We losten / aUe oure housbondes at that toun 936 

Whil that the seege / ther aboute lay 

And yet now the olde Creon weylaway 

That lord is now / of Thebes the Citee 

fiulfild of Ire / and of Iniquitee 940 

He for despif and for his tirannye 

To do the dede bodyes vileynye 

Of alle oure lordes / whiche that been slawe 

He hath alle the bodyes / on an heepe ydrawe 944 

And wol nat suffren hem / by noon assenf 

ITeither to been yburyed nor ybrenf 

But maketh hoimdes / ete hem in despif [leaf is] 

And with that word / with outen moore respifr 948 

They fillen gruf / and cnden pitously 

Haue on ts wrecched wommen som mercy 

And lat oure sorwe / synken in thyn herte 

IT This gentil duw doun from his courser sterte 952 

With herte pitous / whan he herde hem speke 

Hym thougSte / fat his herte wolde breke 

Whan he saugh hem / so pitous and so maaf 

That whilom weren / of so greet estaaf 956 

And in his Armes / he hem aUe vp hente 

And hem conforteth / iu ful good entente 

And swoor his ooth / as he was trewe knyght* 

He woldfe doon / so ferforthly his mygtf 960 

Vp on the tiraunt Creon / hem to wreke 

ELLESMEBE 28 



28 Guoup A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 

That noon estaat* assureth to been weel 

ISTow certes lord / to abiden youre presence 

Heere m this temple / of the goddesse clemence 928 

We haue been waytynge / al this fourtenyghf 

Now help vs lord / syth it is in thy myghf 

IT I wrecche / which fat wepe and waille thus 

Was whilom wyf / to kyng< Cappaneus 932 

That starf at Thebes / cursed be the day 

And alle we / fat been in this array 

And maken / al this lamentacioun 

We losten alle oure housbondes / at that town 936 

Whil fat the sege / ther aboute lay 

And yet now / the olde Creon) weylaway 

That lord is now / of Thebes the Citee 

ffulflld of Ire / and of Iniquitee 940 

He for despit / and for his tyrannye 

To doon / the dede bodyes yileynye 

Of aUe oure lordes / whiche fat been slawe Deaf i4i 

Hath aUe the bodyes / on an heepe ydrawe 944 

And wol nat sufEren hem / by noon assenf 

Neyther to been yburyed / nor ybrenf 

But maketh houndes / ete hem in despif 

And with that word / with outen moore lespif 948 

They fillen gruf" and cryden pitously 

Haue / on vs wrecched wommen / som mercy 

And lat oure sorwe / synken m thyn herte 

IT This gentil duff doun from his courser sterte 952 

With herte pitous / whan he herde hem speke 

Hym thoughte / fat his herte wolde breke 

Whan he saugh hem / so pitous / and so maaf 

That whilom weren / of so greet estaaf 956 

And in hise armes / he hem alle vp hente 

And hem conforteth / in ful good entente 

And swoor his ooth / as he was trewe knyghf 

He wolde doon / so ferforthly his myghf 960 

Yp on the tiraunt Creon / hem to wreke 

HENGWET 28 



28 GROtTP A. § 2. knight's tale, Cambridge MS. 



[Sloaae MS. 1685] 



That noon estat ensureth forto ben wel 

Kow certis lord to abide youre presence 

Heere in this temple of the goddess clemence 

We haue be waytyng al this fourte-nyght 

Helpe vs lord sith if is m thy myght . 

f I wrecche which that wepe and weyle thus 

Was whylom wif of kyng cappaneus 

Thaf starf af thebes cursid be thaf day 

And aft we thaf ben in this array 

And maken aft this lementacioun 

We losten aH oure hosbondis af thaf toun 

While f af the assege there abowte lay 

And yef now the olde Creon weiloway 

Thaf lord is now of" th'ebes citee 

ffulfillid with ire and of iniquitee 

He for despite and for his tyrannye 

To don the dede bodies velonye 

Of alle oure ibrdes which thaf ben slawe 

Hath att the bodies on a hepe I-drawe 

And wole nof suifre hem by non assenf 

Ifeither/ to ben I-buried neither I-brenf 

Buf makith houndis ete hem m dispite 

And with thaf word with outen more respite 

Thei fyllen gruf and crieden pitously 

Haue on vs wrecchid wymmen sum mercy 

And lat oure sorowe synken m thyne herte 

IT This gentil duke from his Coursour/ he sterte 

With herte pitous whanne he herde hem speke 

Hym thoughte thaf his herf wold breke 

Whanne he sawe hem so pitee and so mate 

Thaf whilom were of so grete astate 

And in his armes he hem vp hente 

And hem counfortith in ful good entente 

And swoor his oothe as he was trewe knyght / 

He wole don so ferforthly his myghf 

Vppon the treaunf Creon hem to wreke 
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28 GKoup A. § 2. knight's talk Corpus MS. 

Thaf non estaf ensureth for to ben wel 

M'ow certes lord to abyde ^oure presence / 

Here in })is temple of the goddesse Clemence 928 

We haue be -waytinge al ])is fourte nigbf 

Helpe vs lord sijj if is in ]>j nugBf 

IT I wrecche wbich. faf weeps and weile fnis 

Was whilom wyf" of king Cappaneus 932 

Thaf starf af Thebes cursed be fat day 

And alle we Jiaf ben in ])is array P^^ i*3 

And maken al Jjis lamentacioan 

We losten aft our housbondes af Jaf toure 936 

Whil faf Jjassege fer aboute lay 

And yef now fe olde Creon weiloway 

Thaf lord is now of Thebes Jie Cite 

ffulfildi of Ire and of Iniq.uite 940 

He for despite and for his Tyrannie 

To don f e deede bodies Tilenye 

Of aft oure lordes whiche f af ben slawe 

Ha]) att fe bodies on an beep y-drawe 944 

And wol noughf suffire hem by non assent 

Ifeither to ben y-buried nofer y-brent 

Buf make]) houndes ete hem in despyf 

And with faf word wifoute more respif 948 

Thei fellen gruf and cryden pitously 

Haue on ts wrecchede wommen som mercy 

And laf our sorwe synken in ])in herte 

This gentil duk" doun from his courser sterte 952 

With herte pitous whan he herde hem speke 

Him foughte faf his herte wolde breke 

Whan he saugb hem so pite and so mate 

Thaf whilom were of so gref astate 956 

And in his armes he hem aft vp hente 

And hem eonfortef in ful good entente 

And swor his oth as he was trewe knighf 

He wolde don so ferforfly his mighf 960 

Ypon fe tjrranf hem to wreke 
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28 GEOUP A. § 3. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 

])at noon estate ensure]) forto bene wele 

JSTow certes lorcJ to abide jour presence 

Here in ])is temple of fe goddes clemence 928 

We ban be wayting* al fis fourt[e]ny3f [leaf is, back] 

H«lpe[])] vs lord sij) if is in ])i myght 

I wrecche whic6 faf wepe and weUe J)us 

Whilom was wif to king* Cappaneus 932 

Thaf starfe af Thebes cursed be fat day 

And alle we faf bene in fis araye 

And maken al pis lamentaciown 

We losten alle our husbondes af pat town 936 

While paf pe assege per aboute lay 

And jif nowe pe olde Creon weillaway 

Thaf lord is nowe of Thebes Cite 

ffulfilled of yre and of iniquite 940 

He for despite and for his tyrannye 

To doon pe dede bodys vilenye 

Of al owe lordes whioR pat bene sclawe 

Hap al pe bodies on an hepe ydrawe 944 

And wol nof sufire hem by non assenf 

ZJTeipere to bene yburied neiper brenf 

Buf makep houndes ete hem in despif 

And wip paf word' wit/iouten more respif 948 

pel lillen a Gruf and criden pitously 

Haue on vs wreoched women som mercy 

And laf oure sorowe synken in pi herf 

IT This gentel duke doune from his coursef sterf 952 

Wip herte pitous whan he herde hem speke 

Him pou3te paf his herf wold' alto-breke 

Wban he seeg6 hem so pitous and so mate 

pat whilom were[n] of so grete astate 956 

And m his armes he hem alle vp hente 

And hem confortep in ful good entente 

And swore his ope as he was trewe knyjf 

He wolde done so ferforply his myjf 960 

Vppon the Tirant Creon hem to wreke 
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28 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

Thate none astate ensurep for to bene wele 

!N"ow certes lorde to abide jowre presence 

Here in pis temple of goddes clemence 

We haue b[e]n6 waiteinge al pis fourtenyhte 

Helpe vs lorde sep it is in pi myhte 

.1. wriche whiche pat wepep and weylep pus 

Was whilom wif of Kinge Cappaneus 

That starfe att Thebes cursed be pat dai 

And alle we pat bene in pis array 

And Maken att pis lamentaciowne 

We losten al oure hosbondes att pat towne . 

While pat a sege pare abowte laie 

And jit nowe pe olde Creon weilowaie 

pat lord is nowe of Thebes Citee 

ffulfiUed of ire and iniquite 

He for dispite aiid for his Tirannye 

To done the dede bodies velanye 

Of aft oure lordes whiche pat ban be slawe 

Hape al pe bodies on an hepe ydrawe 

And wil not suffre hem be none assent 

Neypere to be beride neiper be to brent 

Bot makep houndes ete hem m despite 

And wip pat word wj'tA-oute more respite 

pei ffellen groffe and criden pytouslye 

Haue on vs wrecched wemmen sum Mercie 

And latt owre sorwe sinken in pm herte 

IT This gentil Due downe fro his courser sterte 

With hert pitous whan he herd hem speke 

Him pouhte pat his herte wolde breke 

Whan he sawhe hem so pitee and so mate 

That whilome weren of so grete astate 

And in his armes he hem al vp hent 

And hem comfortep in ful goode entent 

And swore his hope as he was trewe knyht 

He wolde done so ferforpelie Ms miht 

Vppon pe Tirant Creon hem al wreke 

LANSDOWNE 28 



Teseide. 



928 (mentioned in. 



932 . II- 28. 



936 



940 



944 



948 



952 



956 



960 



II. 31. 
II. 30. 
II. 31. 



IL31. 



II. 33; 



II. 36-9; 



GEOUF A. § 2. knight's tali. Ellesmere MS, 29 



Tliat all the peple of Greco / sliolde spelce 

How Creon / was of Theseus yserued 

As lie fat hadde / his deetli ful wel deserued 

And right anoon / with outen moore abood 

His Bauer he desplayetB and forth rood 

To TheheswarcE / and al his hoost hiside 

-No neer Atthenes / wolde he go ne ride 

Ke take his ese / fully half a day 

But onward on his wey / that nyght he lay 

And sente anon / ypolita the queene 

And Emelye / hir yonge siister sheene 

Vn to the touii of Atthenes to dwelle 

And forth he rif ther is namoore to telle 

rpiio rede statue of Mars / witJi spere and targe 

-^ So shyneth / m his white baner large 

That alle the feeldes / glyteren vp and doun 

And by his Baner / born is his penoun 

Of gold ful riclie / in which ther was ybete 

The Mynotaur / which pat he slough in Crete 

f Thus rit this duel thus rif this Conquerour 

And ui liis hoosf of Chiualrie the flour 

Til fat he cam to Thebes and alighte 

ifaire m a feeld / ther as he thonghte figtte 

But shortly / for to speken of this thyng^ 

With Creon / which fat was of Thebes kyng' 

He faught / and slough hym manly as a knyght' 

In pleyn bataille / and putte the folk to flyght* 

And by assauf he wan the Citee after 

And rente adonii / bothe waft and sparre atid rafter 

And to the ladyes / he restored agayn 

The bones / of hir housbondes that weren slayn 992 

To doon obsequies / as was tho the gyse 

But it were al to longe / for to deuyse 

The grete clamour / and the waymentynge [leaf is, took] 

That the ladyes made / at the brennynge 996 

Of the bodies / and the grete honour 

ELLESMERE 29 



964 



968 



972 



976 



980 



984 



988 



GHOup A. § 2- ENiGHT'd TALE, Heagwrt MB. 23 

That al the peple of Grece / sholde speke 

How CreorD was / of Theseus yserued 

As he fat hadde his deeth / ful wel disserued 964 

And right anoon / with outen moore abood 

His baner he desplayeth / and forth rood 

To Thebesv/ard / and al his oost bisyde 

ISTo neer Atthenes / wolde he go ne ryde 968 

'Ne take his ese / fully half a day 

But onward in his wey / that nyght he lay 

And sente anoon / ypolita the queene 

And Emelye / hir yonge suster sheene 972 

Yn to the town of Atthenes / to dwelle 

And forth he ryf ther nys namoore to telle 

f The rede statue of Mars / with spere and targe 

So shyneth / m his white Baner large 976 

That alle the feeldes / giitren vp and doun 

And by his Baner / born was his penoun 

Of gold ful ryche / in which ther was ybete 

The Mynotaur / winch fat he wan m Crete 980 

IT Thus ryt this diw . thus ryt this conquerour 

And m his oost / of Chiualrye the flour 

Til fat he cam to Thebes / and alighte peafniacfc] 

ffaire m a feeld / ther as he thoghte fighte 984 

IT But shortly / for to speken of this thyngi 

With Creon) / which fat was of Thebes kyngi 

He faughf and slow hym manly / as a knyghf 

In pleyn bataille / and putte the folk' to flyghti 988 

And by assauf he wan the Citee after 

And rente adoun / bothe wal / and sparre / and rafter 

And to the ladyes / he restored agayn 

The bones / of hir freendes / fat were slayn 992 

To doon obsequies / as was tlio the gyse 

But it weere al to longf for to deuyse 

The grete clamour / and the waymentynge 

That the ladyes made / at the brennynge 996 

Of the bodies / and the grete honour 
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Thaf aUe the puple of grece shold speke 

How creon was of thebeus y-serued 

As he that" hath his deth ful wel disserued 

And ryjt a-non with-oute more abod [Cambr. ms. Gg. 4. 27, if Ms] 

Hese baner he displayej) & forth rod 

To thebes-ward & al hese ost by hese side 

No ner athenys wolde he go ne ryde 

B"e take hese ese fuUy half a day 

But onward on hese way fat ny^t he lay 

And sente anon Ipolita the queue 

And emelie here jynge systyr schene 

Vn to the toun of Athenys to dwelle 

And forth he rit ther is no more to telle 

The rede statue of mars with spere & targe 

So schynyth m hese white baner large 

That alle the feldis glederyn vp & doura 

And bi hese baner is born hese penoim 

Of gold ful ryche m whiche fere was I-bete 

The mynatour whiche fat he slow m Crete 

Thus ryjt f is deuk pus ryjt J)is conquerour 

And m his cost of cheualrie the Aour 

Til that he come to thebes & a-ligthe 

ifayre m a feld there he thoute to fyghte 

But schortli for to spekyn of this thyng 

Witht Creon which that was of thebes kyng 

He faught & slow hym manly as a knyght 

In pleyn batayle & putte the folk to fleyj 

And by assent he wan the sete aftjT 

And rent a-doun bothe wal & spere ' & raftyr 

And to fe ladyis he restorede ageyn 

The boiiys of here frendis fat were slajoi 

To don obsequies as was Jio the gyse 

But it were al to longe for to deuyse 

The grete clamowr & the waymentyng 

That fe ladyis made at the brennyng 

Of the bodyis & the grete honour 
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Thaf aft fe poeple of grece scholde speke 

How Creon was of" Theseus y-serued 

As lie f af hadde his dej) ful wel deserued 

And righf anon wifouten more ahod 

His 'baner he dispkied and forth rood 

To Thebes-ward and al his hosf biside 

ITo nerre Athenes wolde he go ne ride 

He take his ease fully half" a day 

Buf onward on his way faf nighf he lay 

And sente anon ypolita fe queene 

And Emelye hir 3onge suster soheene 

Vnto jje toun of Athenes to dwelle 

And for]) he ritte fer nys naniore to telle 

The rede Statue of" Mars with spere and targe 

So schinef m his white baner large 

Thaf alle fe feelde gliteren yp and down 

And by his baner born is his pynoun 

Of gold ful riche in which Jier was y-bete 

The Mynataur which faf he wan in Grece 

Thus rit< Jiis dut J)us rif fis conquerour 

And in his hosf of Chiuallerie fe flour 

Til faf he come to Thebes and aligBf 

ffaire in J)e feeld fer as he Joughf to fighf 

But schortly for to speken of" J>is Jung* 

With Creon which faf was of Thebes king" 

He faughf and slough him manly as a knight 

In pleyn bataUe and putte ])e folk' to flight 

And by assent" he wan fe Cite after 

And rente adoun bofe watt and spaxre and rafter 

And to pe ladies he restored ageyn 

The bones of" here fcendes fat" were slayn 

To don obsequies as was po fe gyse 

But it were att to longe to deuyse 

The grete clamour and Jie waymentyng' 

Thaf the ladys made atte brennyng" 

Of Jie bodies and fe gref honour 
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fat alle f e puple of Grece shuld speke 

How Creon was of Theseus yseruec? 

As he fat had his def ful wel deseruetS 

And right" anon wMouten more abode 

His baner" he displeied and forf rode 

To Thebes ward! and al his hooste beside 

!N"o ner Athenes wold' he goo ne ride 

ISe take his case fuUi half a day 

But" onward' on his way f af nyjt" he lay 

And sent anoon ypoHta the queue 

And Emelye hii' yonge sustre Shene 

Vnto f e toune of Athenes to dwelle 

And forf e he ritte f er is no more to telle 

The rede statue of Mars wif spere and targe 

So shynef in his white baner large 

fat alle the feeldes glyteren vp and doun 

And by his baner born is hys pynyo?m 

Of gold ful riche ui which f er was ybete 

f e Mynatauf which fat he wan in Crete 

Thus njt" fis duk. thus ri^t" fis conqwerour' 

And in his ooste of Chyualrye f e floui^ 

Til f af he come to Thebes and alighf 

ffaire in a felde f er as he f ou^f to fijf 

Buf shortely forto speken of fis f mg" 

With Creon whiche fat was of Thebes king" 

He faughf and sclowgh him manly as a knyght 

In pleyn bataiUe and puf f e folk" to flighf 

And by asseuf he wan the Cite after* 

And renf adown bof walle spare and raftef 

And to f e ladies he restored ageyfi 

f e bones of her frendes f af were scleyfi 

To done obsequies as was f e gyse 

Buf if were al to longe forto devise 

The grete clamour and f e wamentynge 

f af f e ladies made at f e brennynge 

Of f e bodies and f e grete honour' 
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That al f e peple of grece scholde speke 

How creon was of Theseus semede 

As he fat had his def e ful wele deseruede 964 

And riht anone wif-owten more abode 

His Baner he displeide and forf e rode . 

To f ebes-warde and al his hoste be-side [leaf is, back] 

!N"o nerre Athenes wolde he go ne ride 968 

!N"e take 'his ese fulli halfe a daie 

Bot onward on his waie fat niht he laie 

And sent a-none ypolita f e queene 

And Emely hir 3onge suster schene. 972 

Yn to f e toune of Athenes to dwelle 

And forf he ridef f er is no more to telle 

^ The reede Statue of Marce with spere and targe 

So schinef m his whigte baner large 976 

That al f e felde gleteren vp on a doune 

And by his baner borne is his pynoune 

Of gold ful riche whiche was ybete 

The Mynataure whiche fat he wanne in Crete 980 

Thus riht fis Due fus ride fide fis conqueroure 

And in his host of cheuaUerie f e floure 

Til fat he cam to Thebes and a-liht 

flaire in a felde f er as he f ouht to fiht 984 

Bot schortely for to speken of fis f inge 

Wif Creon whiche fat was of Thebes kinge 

He fawht and slowhe him manly as a knyht 

In pleine Bateile and put fe folke to ilyht 988 

And be assent he wan f e Cite after 

And rent adowne bof e waft and sparre aiid rafter 

And to fe ladies he restored a-3ein6- 

The bones of "feire frendes fat were sleyne 992 

To done f e obsequies as was f o f e gise 

Bot it were al to longe for to do-vise 

The grete clamor and f e weymentynge 

fat fe ladies maade att f e bemeynge 996 

Of f e bodies and f e grete honoure 
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30 aRoup A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 

That Theseus / the noHe Conquerour 

Dooth to the ladyes / whan they from hym wente 

But shortly for to telle / is myn entente 1000 

f Whan Jiat this worthy due this Theseus 

Hath Creon slayn / and wonne Thehes thus 

StUle in that feeld / he took al nyght his reste 

And dide -with al the contree / as hym leste 1004 

IT To ransake in. the taas / of the bodyes dede 

Hem for to strepe / of hameys and of wede 

The pilours / diden Msynesse and cure 

After the hataUle and disconfiture 1008 

And so bifel / pat in the taas they founde 

Thurgh girf with many a greuous blody wounde 

Two yonge knyghtes / liggynge by and by 

Bothe ia oon Armes / wroght ful richely 1012 

Of whiche two / Arcita highte that oon 

And that oother knyght / highte Palamon 

Ifat fully quyke / ne folly dede they were 

But by here Cote Armures / and by hir gere 1016 

The heraudes / knewe hem best ia special 

As they Jjost weren / of the blood roial 

Of Thebes / and of sustren two yborn 

Out of the taas / the pilours han hem torn 1020 

And han hem caried / softe vn to the tente 

Of Theseu^s / and ful soone he hem sente 

To Atthenes / to dwellen in prison 

Perpetuelly / he nolde no raunson 1024 

And whan this worthy duff hath thus ydon 

He took his boost" and hoom he rood anon 

With laurer crowned / as a Conquerour 

And ther he lyueth / ia ioye and in honour 1028 

Terme of [his] lyue / what nedeth wordes mo 

And in a tour / in angwissh and in wo 

This Palamon / and his felawe Aicite 

ffor eueremoore / ther may no gold hem quite 1032 

IT This passeth / yeer by yeer / and day by day 

EILESMEKE 30 



30 BEOUP A. § 3. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 

That Theseus / the noble Conquerour 

Dooth to the ladys / whan they from hym wente 

But shortly / for to telle is myn entente 1000 

IT Whan pat this worthy due this Theseus 

Hath Creon) slayn / and wonne Thebes thus 

Stole m that feeld / he took al nyght his reste 

And dide with al the / contree / as hym leste 1004 

IT To ransake in the taas / of bodies dede 

Hem for to strepe / of hameys / and of wede 

The piloiu's / diden bisynesse / and cure 

After the bataille / and disconfiture 1008 

And so bifel / m the taas they founde 

Thurgh girf with many a greuous blody wownde 

Two yonge knyghtes / liggynge by and by 

Bothe in oon armes / wroght ful richely 1012 

Of whiche two / Arcita highte that oon 

And that oother knyghf highte Palamon 

Nat fully quyk / ne fuUy deed they weere 

But by hir Cote armures / and by hir geere 1016 

The heraudes / knewe hem best ia special 

As they pat weren / of the blood roial 

Of Thebes / and of sustren two yborn 

Out of the taas / the pilours han hem torn 1020 

And han hem caryed / softe vn to the tente 

Of Theseus / and he ful soone hem sente 

To Atthenes / to dwellen in prison neaf is] 

Perpetuelly / he nolde no raunson 1024 

IT And whan this worthy due / hath thus ydoon 

He took his oost / and hom he ryt anoon 

With laurer corouned / as a conquerour 

And there he lyueth / ia ioye / and in honour 1028 

Terme of his lyf / what nedeth wordes mo 

And in a tour / m angwissh and in wo 

Dwellen this Palamon / and eek Arcite 

ffor euere moore / ther may no gold hem quyte 1032 

IT This passeth yeer by yeer / and day by day 
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1000 

back] 



1004 



1008 



1012 

Arcita. 
Palamon. 



That theseus the noble eo?zqueroui 

Doth to pe ladijs whaw pey from hym weynte 

But schortely for to telle is myn entente 

Whan that this worthi duk this thesms peaf 145, 

Hath Creon slayn & wonne thebes thus 

Stille in that fold he tok al nyjt hese reste 

And dede with al the cuntre as hym leste 

To ransake m the taas of bedijs dede 

Hem for to strepe of barneys & of wede 

The piloMj-is dydyn besynesse & cure 

Aftyr the batayle & discumfiture 

And so bi-fel that m the taas was foujzde 

Thorgh girt viHh manye a blody wou«de 

Two 3onge knyjtys liggyMge by & by 

Bothe in on armys wrou^t ful richely 

Of whiche too Arcita hy^te pat on 

And that oper kny^t hyjte palomouw 

IsTot fully queke ne fully dede pey were 

But by here cote armowe & by here gere 1016 

Theroudis knew hem best in special 

As pey pat were of the blod ryal 

Of Thebes & of systeryn to I-bom ' 

Out of the taas the pilowns han hem torn 1020 

And han he»z caryed softe on to the tente 

Of thesyus & ful sone hew sente 

To Athenes to dwellyre in presouM 

Perpetually he nolde no raumsom 1024 

And whan this worthi deuk hap pus I-don 

He tok hese Ost & hom he rit a-non 

With laurer orouned as a coMquerour 

And there he lyuyth in ioye & m honour 1028 

Terme of lyf what nedip wordis mo 

And in g, tour in angwisch & m wo 

This PalamouM & hese felawe Arcite 

ffor eueremor ther may mo gold hem quyte 1032 

This passeth 3er be jer & day be day 
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30 GROUP A. §2. knight's talb. Corpus MS. 

Tkaf Theseus jje noble conquerour 

Do]j to fe 1)0(1188 whan fei from him wente 

Buf schortly for to telle is myn entente 1000 

Whan faf ))is -wor|)i duk" pis theseus 

HaJ; Creon slayn and wonne Thebes J)us 

StiUe in fat" feeld he took" al nighf his reste 

And dide with aft f e contre as him leste 1004 

To ransake in Jie caas of" fe bodies deede 

Hem for to streepe of^ barneys and of wede [leatis] 

The pilours diden bysynesse and cure 

After fe bataile and disconfituie 1008 

And so bifelle faf in the caas fei founde 

Thurgh girf with many a greuous blody wounde 

Tuo 3onge knightes Hggynge by and by 

Bojje in armes same wrought" ful nchely 1012 

Of" which tuo Arcita highf faf oon 

And faf of er ktugfif highte Palamon 

Nat" fully q.uyk" ne fully deed jjei were 

But" by her cote armowrs and by here gere 1016 

The heraudes knewe hem self" in special 

As f ei fat" weren of" f e blood real 

Of" Thebes and of" sustren tuo y-born 

Out" of" f e caas fe pilours ban hem torn 1020 

And han hem caned softe vnto f e tente 

Of" Theseus and he ful sone hem sente / 

To Athenes to dweUen in piisoun 

pe?-petueUy hem nolde he not" Eaunson 1024 

And whan f is worf i duk" haf f us y-don 

He took" his oost" and home he lit" anon 

With laurer corouned as a conquerour 

And fere he lyuef in loye and in honoar 1028 

Terme of" his lif" what" needef wordes mo 

And in a tour m angwissh and m. woo . 

DweUen f is Palamon and eek" Aroite 

ffor euere more fer may no gold hem quite 1032 

This passef ^eer by yer and day by day 

COKPTIS 30 



30 GEoup A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 

That" theseus f e noble conquerour* 

Dof to f e bodies whan f ei ffrom hy?M went" 

But" shortely to telle is myn entenf 1 000 

Whan fat fis worfi Duke fis theseus [leaf w, back] 

Haf Creon sclayn and wonne Thebes f us 

StiUe in fat" felde he toke al nyjt" his rest" 

And did wif al fe contre as hym lest" 1004 

To Eansake in f e caas of f e bodies dede 

Hem for to stripe of harneyes and of wede 

The pilours dyden bysynesse and Cure 

Aftere fe bataiUe and f e discomfiture 1008 

And so bifelle fat" m f e caas f ei founde 

f orgfi girf wif many a greuous blody wounde 

Two yonge knyghtes ligging" by and by 

Bothen m armes same wrou3t" ful nchelie 1012 

Of whiohe two Arcita hight" that" oon 

And fat" of ere knyjt" hight" Palamon 

K'of fully quyk ne fully dede f ei were 

But by her cote armours and by her gere 1016 

The herowdes knewe hem self m special 

As f ei faf were[n] of f e blood Eiaft 

Of Thebes, and of sustren two yborn 

Out of fe caas fe Pilours han hem torn 1020 

And han hem caried soft" vnto f e tent" 

Of Theseus and he ful sone hem sent" 

To Athenes to dweUen in Prison 

PerpetueUy hem nolde he not" raunson 1024 

And whan this worfi Duke haf f us ydofi 

He toke his ooste and home he ritte anon 

WiJ) laurere corowned as a conquerour" 

And fer he lyuef in loie and m honour" 1028 

Teerme of his Uf what" nedef wordes moo 

And in a toure in anguissfe and m woo 

DweUen fis Palamon and eke aroite 

ffor euermore fer may no gold' hem quyte 1032 

This passef yere by yere and day by day 

I PETWOUTH 30 



30 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Xansdowne MS. 

That Theus f e nobul conqueroure 

Dof e to f e bodies whan f ei from him went 

Bot schortely to tellen is myne entente 1000 

Whan fat fis worfi Due fis Theseus 

Haf e Creon sleine and wonne Thebes f us 

StU in fat felde he toke al nyhte his rest 

And dide wif al fe Countre riht as him lest 1004 

To ransake in f e caas of f e bodies dede 

Hem for to strepe of hemeis and of wede 

The piloures deden f e besmes and Cure 

After fe bataUe and fe discomfetoure 1008 

And so be-fel fat ia fe caas fei founde [leafui 

Thorghe girt mony a greuous blody wounde 

Two jonge'knyhtes liggeynge .by and by. 

Bofen m armes samen wrouht ful nchely 1012 

Of whiche two Arcita hiht f e tone 

And fat of er knyhte hihte Palamone 

Not fuUy whikke ne fuUi dede f ei were 

Bot be her cote annwres and by hire gere 1016 

The heraudes knew hem selfe m special 

As f ei fat weren of f e blode roial 

Of Thebes and of sustren two yborne 

Owte of f e caas peloures haf e hem tome 1020 

And haue hem caried softe vnto f e tente 

Of Theus atid he ful sone hem sente 

Tho Athenes to dweUen m prisone 

Perpetuely hem nold nouht raunson 1024 

^ And whan fis worfi Due had f us ydone 

He toke his hoste and home he ridef anone 

Wif Laurer Coroned as a conqueroure 

And fere he leuef in joy and m honoure 1028 

Terme of his lif what nedef wordes moo 

And in a toure m Angwysse and ui woo 

DweUen fis Palomon and eke Arcite 

ffor eue>- more fer male no golde hem qwyte 1032 

This passef jere be jere and dale be daie 

LANSDOWNE 30 
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GRotrp A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 31 

Till it fil ones /ma morwe of May 

That Emelye / fat fairer was to. sene 

Than is the lylie / vpon his stalke grene 1036 

And fress&er than the May / -with floures newe 

ffor wit/i the Hose colour stroof hire hewe 

I noof ■which was the fyner of hem two 

Er it were day / as was hir wone to do 1040 

She was arisen / and al redy dighf 

ffor May wole haue / no slogardne a nygfif 

The seson / priketh / eiiery gentil herte Deaf i6] 

And maketh hym / out of his slepe to sterte 1044 

And seith arys / and do thyn obseruance 

This maked Emelye / haue remembrance 

To doon honour to May / and for to ryse 

Yclothed was she / fressh for to deuyse 1048 

Hir yelow heer / was broyded in a tresse 

Bihynde hir bak / a yerde long I gesse 

And m the gardyn / at the sonne vp riste 

She walketh vp and doun / and as hire liste 1052 

She gadereth floures party / white and rede 

To make a subtil gerlan(J for hire hede 

And as an Aungel / heuenyssfily she soong* 

The grete tour / fat was so thikke and stroong' 1056 

Which of the Castel / was the chief dongeon 

Ther as the knyghtes / weren in prison 

Of whiche I tolde yow / and teUen shal 

Was euene loynanf to the gardyn wal 1060 

Ther as this Emelye / hadde hir pleyynge 

Bright was the sowne / and cleer that morwenynge 

And this Palamoii /. this woful prisoner 

As was his wone / bi leue of Ins gayler 1064 

Was risen / and romed /ma chambre an hejgS 

In which / he al the noble Citee seigh 

And eek the gardyn / ful of braunches grene 

Ther as this fressBe Emelye the sheene 1068 

Was in hire walfci and romed vp and doun 

ELLESMERE 31 



GEOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 31 

Til it fil ones /ma morwe of May 

That Emelye / fat fairer was to seene 

Than is the lilie / vp on his stalke greene 1036 

And fressher than the May / with floures newe 

ffor with the Eose colour stroof hir hewe 

I noot which was / the fairer of hem two 

Er it were day / as was hir wone to do 1040 

She was arysen / and al redy dighf 

ffor May wol haue / no slogardye a nyghf 

The seson) pryketh / euery gentil herte 

And maketh if out of his sleep to sterte 1044 

And seith arys / and do thyn obseruance 

This maketh Emelye / haue remembrance 

To doon honour to May / and for to ryse 

Yclothed was she fressh / for to deuyse 1048 

Hir yelow heer / was broyded m a tresse 

Bihynde hir bak" a yerde long I gesse 

And m the gardyn / at the sonne vp riste 

She walketh vp and doun / and as hir liste 1052 

She gadreth floures / party white and rede 

To make a subtil gerland for hir hede 

And as an Aungel / heuenysshly she soong* 

IT The grete tour / fat was so thikke and strong* 1056 

Which of the Castel / was the chief dongeon) 

Ther as the knyghtes / weren in prison) 

Of whiche I tolde yow / and tellen shal 

Was euene loynant / to the gardyn wal 1060 

Ther as this Emelye / hadde hir pleyyng* 

Bright was the sonne / and cleer / in that mornyng" 

And Palamon / this woful prisoner Ueaf i5, back: 

As was his wone / by leue of his GaiUer 1064 

Was risen / and romed m a chambre an heigh 

In which / he al the noble Citee seigh 

And eek the gardyn / ful of braunches gre&ne 

Ther as / the fi-esshe Emelj'e the sheene 1068 

Was m hir walk / and romed vp and down 

HENGWBT 31 



GEOUP jfc- § 2. knight's TALE, Cambridge MS. 31 

Til it fel onys m a monyth of may 

That emale that fayrere was to sene 

Than is the lylie vp on hese stalke grene 1036 

And frosscher than f e may with flourys newe [leaf us] 

ffor with the rose colowr frosch here hewe 

I not wluche was fynere of hem too 

Er it were day as was here wone to do 1040 • m. lo. 

Sche was a-resm & al redy dyjt 

ffor may wele haue no slogardye on nyjt 

The sesyn prekyth euery gentyl herte 

And makyth it out of hese slep to sterte 1044 

And seyih a-rys & do f yn obseruauwce 

This makith emaHe to haue remewbrauMoe 

To don honure to may & for to ryse 

1-clofed was sche fresch for to deuyse* [» see p. 26, k. 2.] 1048 j m. s. 

Here 3elwe her was broyded m a tresse t [t See p. 26, n. sj | m. lo. 

Behyrade here bak a 3erde long I gesse 

And m the gardyn at the sumne vp-riste 

Sche walkyth vp & doum & as here lyst 1052 

Sche gaderith flouris party white & rede 

To make a suptyl garlond for here hede 

And as an aumgel heueneliche sche song 

The grete tour that was so thikke & strong 1056 

Whiche of the castel was the chef donioun 

There as the knyjtis weryn In presouw 

Of whiche I tolde jow & telle schal 

As euene ioynande to the castel wal 1060 

There as this emale hadde here pleymg Emelye. 

Bryjt was the sumne & cler in that morwenyng 

And palamouK f is woful presoner 

As was hese wone be leue of hese gayler 1064 

Was resyn & romede m a chau[Mi]bre an hey 

In whiche he al the cete sey 

And ek the gardyn ful of brauwchis grene 

There as this frosche Emelye the scliene 1068 

Was m here walk & romede vp & doun 

CAMBUIDGE 31 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus SS. 31 



Til if fel oones in a morwe of May 

Thaf Emely faf fairer was to seene 

Than is Jje lilye vpon his stalke grene 

And freissclier fan fe may wij) floures newe 

ffor wiJ) fe rose colour strof liir heve / 

I not* wliich was ))e fairer of* hem tuo 

Er it Tvere day as was hire wone to do 

Sehe was arisen and al redy dighf 

ffor May wil haue no sluggardie on night 

The seson prikej) enery gentil herte / 

And make]) it" ouf of* his sleep to sterte 

And sijien arise and don may ohseruance 

This make]) Emelye to haue remembrance 

To don honour to May and for to rise 

I-clofed was sche freissh for to deuyse 

Hir yelow her was hroyded in a tresse 

By-hinde hir hak" a yerde long' I gesse 

And m fe gardyn atte somie vpriste 

Sche walkej) vp and doun and as hir liste 

Sche gadreth floures party whit / and reede / 

To make a sotyl garland for hir heede 

And as an angel heuenysshely sche song 

The grete tour faf was so fikke and strong 

"Which of fe Casteft was fe chiefi dongeon 

Ther as }>e knightes weren in prison 

Ofi which I tolde 30U and telle schal 

"Was euen ioynanf to fe gardein wal 

Ther as fis Emely had hir pleying* 

Brighf was fe sonne and cler in faf mornyng" 

And Palamon })is woful prisoner 

As was his wone by leue of" his gailler 

"Was risen and romed in a chambre on heigh 

In which he al fe noble cite seigB 

And et fe gardyn ful ofi branches grene 

Ther as J)e freisshe Emely pe schene 

"Was in hir walk" and romed vp and doun 

CORPUS 31 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's TAiE. Petworth MS. 31 

Till if fiUe onys ia a morowe of May 
That Emely faf fairer was to sene 

Than is fe lyle vpon his stalke grene 1036 

And fressher fan ]>e may v/ip floures newe [leaf I6] 

ffor wi]) {le roos colour strof hir hwe 
I nof which was fe fairer of hem twoo 
Er if were day as was her wone to doo 1040 

She was a-risen and al a redy dight 
ffor May wil haue no scloggardy on nyjf 
The seson prioketh euery gentile herf 
And make]) hif ouf of his slepe to sterf 1044 

And sithen arise and doo May obseruawnce 
This make]) Emely to haue remembrauMce 
To don honour to May and forto rise 
Tclojjed was she fressh forto devise 1048 

IT Her ^elowe heer was breided in a tresse 
Behynde her bak. a rjeerde longe y gesse 
And m J)e gardyne af Sonne vprisf 

She walkej) vp and doun and as her lisf 1052 

She gadere]) floures partie white and rede 
To make a subtile garlonde for her hede 
And as an aungel heuenly she songe 

The grete toure fat was so fikke and stronge 1056 

Which of fe castel was fe chief dongeon 
There as fe knyghtes weren in pMson 
Of which I tolke 3owe and telle shaft 
Was euene Ioynanf to fe gardyn watt 10'60 

Ther as fis Emely had her pleying* 
Bri3f was fe sonne and eleer in fat mornyng< 
And palamon f is woful prisoners 

As was his wowne by Heue of his GaUlere 1064 

Was rysen and romed in a chamber on high 
In which he al f e noble Cite segB 
And eke f e gardyne ful of braunehes grene 
Ther as fe fressh emelye f e shene 1068 

Was in her walk and romed vp and down 
petworth 31 



GROUP A. § 3. knight's tale, lansdowne MS. 31 



1036 



1040 • m.io. 



1044 



ni. 8-10. 



Til it fel ones in a Mornemge of male 

]3at Emelye fat fairer was to sene 

Than is f e lylye vpo his stalke grene 

And fresscher fan f e maie wif floures newe 

ffor virif f e rose coloure strofe hir hewe 

.1. note whiche was feireste of hem two 

Er it were daie as was hire woMne to do 

Sche was aresen and al redi diht 

ffor Maij wil haue no sloggardye on nyght 

The seson Prikkef euery gentil hert 

And makef it owte of his slepe to sterte . 

And sif en arise an done may obseruaimce 

This Makef Emelye to haue remembrance 

To done honoure to maie and for to rise 

Iclofed was sche ffresche for to devise* [* See p. 25, k. 2.] 1048 1 m. s. 

^ Here 3elowe here was browded iu a tressef c+ See p. 2s, ». s.] | m. 10. 

Be-hmde hrre bake a 3erde longe .1. gesse 

And in fe Gaidine att fe sonne vpnste [leaf 14, back] 

Sche walked vpe and downe and as hir liste 1052 

Sche gederef flowres partie white and rede 

To make a sotil garland for hire heuede 

And as an Angel heuenyssly sche songe 

IT The grete toure fat was f fike and stronge 1056 

"Whiche of f e Castel was f e chef dongeone 

There as f e knyhtes weren in p/ison 

Of whiche .1. tolde ^owe and telle sohatt 

Was euen loynant to fe Gardeine watt 1060 

There as f is Emely had hire pleyinge 

Brihte was Jiat sonree and clere in fat Momeynge 

And Palamon f is woful prisonere 

As was his wonne be leue of his gaylere 1064 

Was resen and romed in a chambre an hihe 

In whiche he att f e nobel Cite sihe 

An eke f e Gardeine ful of braunehes grene 

Ther as f e frissche Emely pe schene 1068 

Was ia hir walke and romede vpe and doune 

LANSDOWNE 31 
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32 GBOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 



This sorweful prisoner / this Palamouw 

Goth in the chambre / romynge to and fro 

And to hym self / compleynynge of his wo 

That he was born / ful ofte he seyde alias 

And so bifel / by auenture or cas 

That thurgh a wyndow / thikke of many a barre 

Of Iren / greet and square as any sparre 

He cast his eye / vpon Emelya 

And ther ■with al he bleynte and cnde .A. 

As though he stongen were vn to the herte 

And with that cry / Arcite anon vp sterte 

And seyde cosyn myn / what eyleth thee 

That art so pale / and deedly on to see 

Why cridestow / who hath thee doon offence 

ffor goddes love / taak al m pacience 

Oure prison / for it may noon oother be 

Fortune / hath yeuen vs this Aduersitee 

Som wikke aspect / or disposicion 

Of Satume / by sum constellacion 

Hath yeuen vs this / al though we hadde it sworn 

So stood the heuene / whan fat we were bom 

We moste endure / this is the short and playn 

IT This Palamon answerde / and seyde agayn 

Cosyn for sothe / of this opinion 

Thow hast a veyn ymagmacion 

This prison caused me nat for to crye 

But I was hurf right now thurgh out myn eye 

In to myn herte / that wol my bane be 

The fairnesse / of that lady fat I see 

Yond m the gardyn / romen to and fro 

Is cause / of al my criyng* and my wo 

I noof wher she be / womman or goddesse 

But Venus is it / soothly as I gesse 

And ther with al / on knees doun he fll 

And seyde Yenus / if it be thy wil 

Yow m this gardyn / thus to transfigure 

ELLESMERE 32 
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32 GEoup A. § 2. KNIGHTS TALE. Hcngwrt MS. 

This sorweful prisoner / this Palamon) 

Gooth in the chambre / romyng to and fro 

And to hym self / compleynyng* of his wo 1072 

That he was born / ful ofte he seyde alias 

And so bifel / by auenture / or cas 

That thurgh a wyndow / thikke of many a barre 

Of Iren greef and square as any sparre 1076 

He caste his eye / vp on Emelya 

And ther with al he bleynte / and cryde .A. 

As thogh / he stongen weere / vn to the herte 

^ And with that cry / Arcite anoon vp sterte 1080 

And seyde cosyn myn / what eyleth thee 

That art so pale / and deedly on to see 

Why cridestow / who hath thee doon offence 

ffor goddes loue / tak al in pacience 1084 

Oure pnson / for it may noon oother be 

ffortune hath yeuen vs this aduersitee 

Som wikked aspecf or disposicion) 

Of Saturne / by som constellacion) 1088 

Hath yeuen vs this / al thogh we hadde it sworn 

So stood the heuene / whan fat we were born 

We mote endure if this is the short and playn 

This Palamon) answerde / and seyde agayn 1092 

f Cosyn for sothe / of this opinion 

Thow hasf a vayn ymaginacion) 

This prison) / caused me noght to crye 

But I was hurt right now / thurgh out myn lye 1096 

In to myn herte / that wol my bane be 

The faimesse / of that lady fat I se 

Tond m the gardyn / romen to and fro 

Is cause / of al my cryyng< and my wo 1100 

I noof wher she be womman / or goddesse 

But Venus / is it soothly as I gesse 

And ther with al / on knees down he fil 

And seyde / Venus if it be thy wil 

Yow in this gardyn / thus to transfigure 

HENGWET 32 
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32 GEOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. CamMdge MS. 

This sorweful louere this palamoun 

Goth in the chawbre romywge to & fro 

And to hy>?iselue compleynynge of hese wo 1072 

That I was born ful ofte he seyde aUas [leaf im, back] 

And so be-fel be auenture & cas 

That f orow a wy«dowe thikke of manye a barre 

Of yryn gret & squere as ony sparre 1076 , 

He caste his eye vp on emelyea 

And f erwithal he blenthe & cryede A 

As thow he stongyw were to f* herte 

And wit7i fat cry a-non arcite vp styrte 1080 

And seyde cosyn myn what eyhth f e 

That art so pale & dedly on to se 

Whi cryestow who hath the don offense 

ffor goddys loue tak al in pacience 1084 

Oure prysouw for it may non of er be 

ffortune haf ' ^ouyn vs f is aduersite p o auereci\ 

Sum wekede aspect or disposicioun 

Of saturne by sum constolaciouw 1088 

Hath ^ouyn vs f is al-f ow we hadde it sworn 

So stod the heuene whan that we were bom 

We muste endure it f is is the sehorte & pleyn 

This Palamoun onswerde & seyde a-geyn 1092 

Cosjm for sothe of this opynyouw 

f ow hast a vayn ymagynacyou?i 

This.prjsoure causede me not for to crye 

But I was hort ry^t now thorgh-out my» ye 

In-to myn herte that wele myn bane be 

The fayrenesse of myn lady fat I se 

Jond in the gardyn romyn to & fro 

Is cause of al myn crymge & myn wo 

I ne wot whef er sche be woman or godesse 

But Yemis it is sothly as I gesse 

And f erwithal on kneis domi he fel 

And seyde Venws ^if it be fyn wil 1104 

Jow m this gardyn thus to transfigure 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 



This sorwful prisoner this PalamoMn 

Go]) in pe chambre Eomynge to and fro 

And to himself compleignyng' of his wo 

Thaf he was born ful ofte seide alias 

And so byfett by auenture or caas 

Thaf forugh a wyndow jjikke of many a barre 

Of yren gref and square as any sparre 

He casf his eyghen vpon Emelya 

And Jier with al he bleynf and cryed a 

As Jjough he stongen were vnto Jje herte 

And with Jiaf crye Aroite anon vp sterte / 

And seide Cosyn myn whaf eylejj fe 

Thafr arf so pale and dedly on to se 

Why crydestow who haf fe don offence 

ffor goddes loue tak" al m pacience 

Oure pnsoun for if may non ofer be 

ffortime haf yiue vs Jjis aduersite 

Som wicke aspecf or disposioion 

Of Saturne by som constollacion 

Ha]) jiuen vs fis al Jiough we had if sworn 

So stood ])e heuen whan faf we ware bom 

We mote endure if ])is is schorf and playn 

This Palamon answerd and seide again / 

Cosyn for sojie of fis opynion 

Jjou hasf a vain Imaginaciofl 

This pn'sofl causede me nought to one 

Buf I was hurf righf now forugh ouf myn yhe 

In to myn herf faf wol my bane be 

The fayrnesse of faf lady faf I see 

3onde m the gardyu rome to and fro 

Is cause of al my crying* and my wo 

I nof wher sche be wo?raman or goddesse 

Buf Venus is it sofly as I gesse 

And fer with al on knees a doun he fille 

And seyde Venus if if be ])y wille 

yow m fis gardeyn pus to transfigure 

COKPCS 32 



33 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 

This soriful prisoner pis Palamown 

Gop m pe Chambre romyng to and froo 
1072 And to him self compleynyng of his woo 1072 

Thaf he was born ful ofte seide alias [leaf is, back] 

And so byfelle by auenture or caas 

That porowe a wyndowe pikke of mony a barre 
1076 Of yren grete and square as eny sparre 1076 

He casf his eyen vpon Emelia 
[leaf 16] A[nd] perwip al he bleynte and cried A 

As pouje he stongen were vnto pe herf 
1080 And wip pat crie Arcyte anon vp sterf 1080 

And seide Cosyn myne whaf eUep pe 

Thaf arf so pale and dedly on to see 

Whi cridesf powe who hap pe don offence 
1084 ffor goddis loue . take al m pacience 1084 

Our" prison for if may noon othere be 

ffortune hath 3eue vs pis aduersite 

Som wikke aspecte or disposieion 
1088 Of Saturne by som constellacion 1088 

Hap 3euen by pis al pou3e he had hif sworn 

So stode pe heuene whan paf we were born 

We mote endure it pis is shorf aiid playn) 
1092 This Palamon answerd? and seide agayn 1092 

Cosyn forsop of pis opynyon 

Thow hasf a veyn ymagynacion 

This prison caused me nof [for] to crie 
1096 But I was hirt rijf nowe porgh ouf myn ye 1096 

Into myn herf paf wU my bane be 

The fairnesse of paf lady paf I see 

3onde m. pe gardyne romyngf to and fro 
1100 Is cause of al my criyng and my woo / 1100 

I nof where she be wo?wman or goddesse 

But Venus is it soply as I gesse 

And perwipal on knees down he fille 
1104 And seide Venus if it be pi wUle 1104 

3owe in pis gardyne pus to tmnsfigure 

PETWORTH 32 



32 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 



This sorweful pn'sonere pis Palamon 

Gope in his chambre romeynge to and froo 

And to him selfe compleinynge of his woo 

pat he was borne ful oft seide alas- 

And so be-fel be aventuxe or cas 

That porghe a window pikke of mony a barre 

Of yren grete and sware as any sparre 

He kest his Eyen vpon Emelya 

And pere wip al he bleynte and criede A 

As pouhe he stongen were vn to pe herte 

And wip pat crie Arcite anone vp sterte 

And seide Cosme myne what eylep pe 

pat ert so pale and dedely on to see 

Whi cridest pou who hap pe done offence 

ffor goddes loue tak al m pacience 

Owre prisonynge for it maie none opere be 

ffortune hape jeue vs pis aduersite 

Som wikked aspect or dispos&ione 

Of Saturne be sum constillacione 

Hape jeuen vs pis al-powhe we had it sworne 

So stode pe heuen whan pat we were borne 

We most endure it pis is pe schorte and pleine 

IT This Palamon Ansewarde and seide a-gayne . 

Cosine for sope of pis Opmione 

Thou hast a veine ymagmacione 

This pnsonment caused not me to crie 

Bot .1. was hurte riht nowe poruhe-oute myn eye 

In to myne hert pat wil my bane be 

The fairnesse of pat ladi pat .1. se 

5onde in pe Gardeine Eonieynge to and froo 

Is cause of al my cryinge aTid woo 

.1. note where sche be wojwman or goddes 

Bot venus is it sopeU as .1. ges 

And perewipal on knes downe he fyUe 

And seide venus if it be pi wille 

]3ou in pis Gardine pus to transfigure 

LANSDOWNE 32 
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[leaf 131 



1096 



1100 



1104 



III. 16. 

m. 20. 



III. 14. 



GEoup A. § 2. KNiaHT's TALE. Ellesmerc MS. 33 



Bifore me / sorweful wrecclie creature 

Out of this prison / helpe Jjat we may scapen 

And if so be / my destynee he sliapen 

By eterue word / to dyen in prison 

Of ouie lynage / haue som compassion 

That is so lowe yhrogBf by tirannye 

And with that word / Arcite gan espye 

Wher as this lady / romed to and fro 

And •with that siglite / hir beautee hurte hym so 

That if that Palamon / [was] wounded sore 

Arcite is hurf as moche as he / or moore 

And wilh a sigB / he seyde pitously 

The fresshe beautee / sleeth me sodeynly 

Of hire / that rometh / in the yonder place 

And but I haue / hir me?"cy and hu- grace 

That. I may seen hire / atte leeste weye 

I nam but deed / ther is namoore to seye 

IT This Palamon / whan he tho wordes herde 

Dispitously / he looked and answerde 

Wheitber seistow this / m ernesf or m jjley ? 

IT lSa,j quod Arcite / m emest by my fey 

God helpe me so / me list ful yuele pleyc 

^ This Palamon / gan knytte his browes tweye 

It nere quod he to thee / no greet honour 

ffor to be fals / ne for to be traitour 

To me / fat am thy cosyn and thy brother 

Ysworn ful depe / and ech of vs til oother 

That neuere for to dyen in the peyne 

Til fat deeth / departe shal vs tweyne 

Neither of vs / in loue to hyndre oother 

ISTe in noon oother cas / my leeue brother 

But fat thou sholdest" trewely forthren me 

In euery cas / as I shal forthren thee 

This was thyn ooth / and myn also certeyn 

I woot right wel / thou darst it nat withseyn 

Thus artow of my conseil out of doute 

3 ELLESMEUE 33 



1108 



1112 



1116 



1120 



1124 



1128 



1132 



113G 



neafl7J 

1140 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 33 

Bifore me / sofweful wrecched creature 

Out of this prison) / help fat we may scape 

And if so be / my destynee be shape 1108 

By eterne word / to dyen m prison) 

Of oure lynage / haue som compassion) 

That IS so lowe ybroghf by tirannye 

IT And with that word / Arcite gan espye 1112 

"Where as this lady / romed to and fro 

And with that sighte / hii beautee hurte hym so 

That if fat Palamon / was wounded soore 

Arcite is hurf. as muche as he / or moore 1116 

And with a syk /. he seyde pitously 

The fresshe beautee / sleeth me sodeynly 

Of hire / fat rometh in the yonder place 

And but I haue / hir mercy / and hir grace 1120 

That I may seen hire / at the leeste weye 

I nam but deed / thei? nys namoore to seye 

^ This Palamon / whan he tho wordes herde 

Despitously he loked / and answerde 1124 

V»Tieither seistow this / m ernesf or m pley 

^ Nay quod Arcite / m emest by my fey 

God help me so / me list ful yuele pleye 

This Palamon / gan knytte his browes tweye 1128 

^ It were to thee quod he / no greet honour 

ffor to be fals / ne for to be traytour 

To me / that am thy cosyn and thy brother 

Ysworn ful depe / and ech of vs til oother 1132 

That neuere / for to dyen m the peyne 

Til fat the deeth / departe shal vs tweyne 

Neither of vs / in loue to hyndre oother 

Ne in noon oother caas / my leeue brother 1136 

But fat thow sholdesf trewely forthre me 

In euery caas / and I shal forthren thee 

This was thyn ooth / as myn also certeyn 

I woot right wel / thow darst it nat withseyn 1140 

Thus artow of my conseil / out of doute 

3 HENGWET 33 



GKoop A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 33 

Be-for me sorweful wreche cryature 

Out of this prysouw help fat we may skape 

And 3if so be myn destene be schape 1108 

By eterne world to deyen m presoun peaf w7] 

Of oure kynrede haue awn compassiouw 

That IS so lowe brou3t be tyranye 

And with that word Arcite gan asspie 1112 

Wbere as this lady romede to & fro 

And with that syjt here beute hurte hym so 

That ^if fat PalamouK was wouwdede sore 

Arcite is hurt as wel as he or more 1116 

And with a sik he seyde pitously 

The frossche beute sloth me sodeynly 

Of here that romyth in the jondir plase 

And but I haue here mersy & here grase 1120 

That I may sen here at the leste weye 

I nam but ded fere nys no more to seye 

This Palamoiiw whan he f o wordis herde 

Dispitoasli he lokede & answerde 1124 

"Whef er seyst f ou this m emest or in pley 

Nay quod arcyte in emest be my« fey 

God help me so me lyst but euel pleye 

This palamouw gan knytte hese browis tweye 1128 

It were to the quod he no gret honour* [* See p. 25, a. 4.] 

ffor to be fals ne for to be traytowr 

To me that am thyn cosyn & thyn brothir 

I-swom ful depe & eche of vs to ofer 1132 

That neuere for to deym in peyne 

Til that the deth departe schal vs tweywe 

Neyf er of vs in loue to hynderyn of er 

Ne m non ofer cas myn leue brofer 1136 

But fat f ou schuldist trewely forf ere me • 

In euery cas & I schal forthere the 

This was f yn oth & mjn also serteyn 

I wote it wel fou daiist it not wit/i-seyn 1140 

Thus art f ou of myn conseyl out of doute 

3 CAMBRIDGE 33 



Teseide. 



III. 16-17-. 
(reversing the or- 
der of the names. 



V. 43. 



GROUP A. § 2, knight's tale. Corpus HB. 

Byfore me sorwful wrecched creature 
Out* of" fis prison help Jjaf we mowe scape 
And if so be oure destenye be scbape/ 
By eterne •world to deyen in pn'son . 
Of! oure lynage baue som compassion 
That is so lowe y-broughf by tyrannie 
And with Jaf word Arcite gan aspye 
Wher as Jiis lady romed to and fro 
And with faf sighti hir beaute hurf him so 
That if! ])af Palamon was wounded sore - 
Arcite is hurt" as muche as he or more / 
And with a syke he seyde pitously 
The freissche beaute slejj me sodeinly 
Of! hire faf rometh in fe yonder place 
And buf I haue hir mercy and hir grace 
Thaf I may seen hir atte leste wey 
I nam but" ded far nys no more to sey 
This Palamon whan he fis wordes herde 
Dispitously he loked and answerde 
Whe'per seistow Jiis in emesf or in pleye 
Nay quod Arcite in ernest" by my feye 
God helpe me so me lusf ful yuel playe 
This Palamon gar knef his browes twaye 
It-" were to Je quoa he no gret honour 
ffor to be fals ne for to be traytour 
To me Jaf am ])i cosyn and fi broker 
y-sworn ful deepe and ech ofi vs tU. ofer 
ITiaf neuer for to deyen in fe payn 
Til fat" Jie de]) departe schal vs twayn 
ITeither ui loue for to hinder ojjer 
Ne in non ofer cas my lieue brojier 
But-" faf Jou scholdesf trewly forfer more 
In euery caas and I schal forjjre fe Jiore 
This was Jin op and myn also certeme 
I wot" righf wel Jou darsf if not" wif-seyue 
Thus arf fou of" my counseil out of" doute 

3 COEPUS 33 



33 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 33 

Bifore me soriful wrecched creature 

Ouf of Jus Prison helpe fat" we mowe scape 
1108 And if so be my destany be shape 1108 

By eterne worde to dyen in pnson [leaf 16] 

Of oure lynage haue som compassion 

That IS so lowe ybroujf by tyrannye 
1112 And wij) faf word arcite gan aspie 1112 

Where as Jis lady romed to and froo 
[leaf 16, back] And wi]) jjaf si^f her bewte hurte hym soo 

J)af if Jjaf Palamon was wounded sore 
1116 Arcite is hurte as moohe as he or more 1116 

And wiJ) a sighe he seide pitously 

fe fresshe bewte sleef me sodeynly 

Of hur" jjaf romej; in 3onder place 
1120 And buf if I haue her mercy and her grace 1120 

Jjaf I may seen hu-" atte leeste way ^ 

I ne am buf dede ])er nys no more to say 

This Palamon whan he ))ise wordes herde 
1124 Dispitously he loked and answerde 1124 

Wheder seisf fou Jjis m ernest or m pleye 

Ha,j quod Arcite in emesf be my feye 

God helpe me so me lesf ful euel play 
1128 This Palamon gan knytte his browes tway 1128 

It were to the quod he no gref honour' 

ffor to be fals ne for to be traitoar 

To me fat am fi Cosyn and fi broJier 
1132 Isworne ful dope and eehe of vs to ofer 1132 

Thaf neuere for to dyen in fe peyri 

Til faf Jje defe departe shal vs tweyfi 

!N"eiJ)er in loue to hynder ojiei' 
1136 Ife in noon ojjer caas my lief brojjer' 1136 

Buf Jiaf fou shuldest trewly ferjiermore 

In euery caas and I shal forther fe fore 

J)is was Jme othe and myn also certeyn 
1140 I wote rijf wele f ow darst it not wifseyn 1140 

Thus art fow of my counsel out of doute 

3 PETWOETH 33 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 33 



Be-for me sorweful wriched creature 
Owte of fis prison helpe fat we maie scape 
And if so be my destanye be sohape 
Bi eterne werlde to dy^en in prisone 
Of owre linage haue some compassione 
fat IS so lowe y-brouht be tirannye 
^ And wif fat worde Arcite gan aspie 
Where fat f is ladi romede to and fro 
And wif fat siht hire beaute hurte him so 
That if palamon was wounded sore 
Arcite is hurte as muche as he or more 
And wif a sike he seide Pitously 
The fnsche bewte slef e me sodeynly 
Of hir fat romef m fat 3onder place 
And bot .1. haue hir merci and hir grace 
That .1. male seen hire att f e lest weie 
.1. ne am bot dede f er nys no more to seie 
This Palamon whan he f es wordes herde 
DispitusH he loked and and Answerde 
Whef er seistowe f ou f is m ernest or in pleye 
'Nsae q««od Arcite in ernest be my feye 
God helpe me so me list fu yuel pleie 
This Palamon gan knyte his browes tweie 
Itt weere to fe qMod he no grete honoz(r* 
ffor to be false or for to be traitowr 
To me fat am f i cosin and f i brof ere 
.I.-sworne ful depe and iche of vs to of ere 
Jjat neuer for to di^en in f e peyne 
Til def e haf e departe vs tweyne 
Neyf er in loue to hinder of er 
'Ne in none of ere case my leue brof er 
Bot fat f ou scholdest trewly forf er more 
In euery case and .1. schal forfer fe fore 
This was fine of e aiid myne certeme 
.1. wote riht wele f ou darste it nouht wif -seme 
Thus art f ou of my counsel owte of dowte 

3 LANSDOWNE 33 
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[* See p. 25, M. 4.] 
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[leaf 15, back] 
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1140 



III. le-i?. 

(reversing the or- 
der of the names.) 



V. 431 



34 GBOup A. § 2. knight's tale. EUesmere MS. 



34 GEOup A. § 2- knight's talk Hengwrt MS. 



34 GEOUP A. § 2. knight's talb. Cambridge MS. 



And now / thow -woldesf falsly been aboute 

To loue my lady / wliom. I lone and seme 

And «uere shal / til pat myn lierte sterue 

ISTay certes false Arcite / ttow shalt nat so 

I loiied hire first / and tolde thee my wo 

As to my conseU / and to my brother sworn 

To forthre me / as I haue toold biforn 

ffor which / thou art ybonnden as a knyghf 

To helpen me / if it lay m thy myght 

Or elles artow fals / I dar wel seyn 

IT This Arcite / ful proudly spak ageyn 

Thow shalt quod he / be rather fals than I 

And thou art fals / I telle thee outrely 

fibr paramour" I loued hire first er thow 

Wha.t wUtow seyn / thou wistest nat yet now 

Wheither she be / a womman or goddesse 

Thyn is / affeccion of hoolynesse 

And myn is loue / as to a creature 

ffor which / I tolde thee myn auenture 

As to my oosyn / and my brother sworn 

I pose / that thow louedest hire biforn 

Wostow nat wel / the olde clerkes sawe 

That / who shal yeue a louere any lawe V Qms legem aet amantibMs. 

Loue is a gretter lawe / by my pan 

Than may be yeue / of any erthely man 

And therfore / positif lawe and swich decree 

Is broken al day for loue in ech degree 

A man moot nedes loue / maagree his heed 

He may nat flee if thogh he sholde be deed 

Al be she mayde / or wydwe / or elles wj^ 

And eeb it is nat Hkly al thy lyf 

To stonden m hir grace / namoore shal I 

ffor wel thou woosf thy seluen verraily 

That thou and I / be dampned to prison) 

Perpetuelly / vs gayneth no raunson 

We stryuen / as dide / the hoimdes for the boon 

ELLESMEKE 34 



1144 



1148 



1152 



1156 



1160 



1168 



1172 



1176 



And now / thow woldest falsly been aboute 

To loue my lady / whom I loue and serue 

And euere shal / til ]pat myn herte sterue 

ISTow certes false Arcite / thow shalt nat so 

I loued hire firsf and tolde thee my wo 

As to my conseil / and my brother sworn 

To forthre me / as I haue told biforn 

ffor which / thow art ybounden / as a knyghf 

To helpe me / if it laye in thy myghf 

Or ellis artow fals / I dar wel sayn 

This Arcite / ful proudly spak agayn 

IT Thow shalt quod he / be rather fals than I. 

And thow art fals / I telle thee outrely 

ffor paramour / I loued hire first er thow 

What wntow seyn / thow woost nat yet now 

Wheither she be a womman / or goddesse 

Thyn is / affeccion) of holynesse 

And mjm is loue / as to a creature 

ffor which / I tolde thee myn auenture 

As to my cosyn / and my brother sworn 

I pose / that thow louedest hire biforn 

Wostow nat wel / the olde clerkes sawe 

Thatwho shal /yeue a louere any lawe // Qmslegemdet 

Loue is a gretter lawe / by my pan 

Than may be yeue / to any erthely man 

And therfore / posityf lawe / and swich decree 

Is broke al day for loue / m ech degree 

A man moot nedes loue / maugree his heed 

He may nat fleen it / thogh he sholde be deed 

Al be she mayde / wydwe / or ellis wyf 

And eek" it is nat Ukly / al thy lyf" 

To stonden in hir grace / namoore shal .1. 

ffor wel thow woosf thy self verraily 

That thow and I / been dampned to prison 

Perpetuelly / vs gayneth no raunson 

We stryue / as dide the houndes for the booii 

HENUWKT 34 



Deaf 16, back] 

1144 



1148 



1152 



1156 



1160 



amsmtihus. 



1168 



1172 



1176 



And now J)ou woldist falsely ben aboute 
To loue myn lady whom I loue & serue 
And euere schal tyl that myn herte sterue 
Ifow certis false arcite ]50U schat not so 
I louede here fyrst & tolde J)^ myn wo 
As to myn conseyl & to myn br[o]f er sworn 
To forthere me as I haue told be-forn 
ffor which fou art bouwdyn as a knyjt 
To helpyn me jif it leye in pj myjt 
Or elle art fou fals I dare wel seyn 
This arcite ful proudely spak a-geyn 
poll schat qiwd he be rafere fals than I 
But pon art fals I telle p' vttyrly 
ffor paramoMr I louede here ferst er pou 
What wit povi seyn pou wyst no 3it now 
Whejjer sche be a woman or goddesse 
Thyn is affecciouw of holynesse 
And myn is loue as to creature 
ffor whiche I telle fe myn auenture 
As to myn cosyn & myn brofer sworn 
I pose that pou louedist here be-fom 
Wist pou not wel the olde clerkys sawe 
That ho schal ^eue a louere ony lawe 
Loue is a grettere lawe be myn pan 
Than may ben jouyn to ony erthely man 
And Jjerfore posityf lawe & swich decree 
Is bj'okyn alday for loue in eche degree 
A man mote nedis loue maugre in hese hed 
He may not flen pat fogt he schulde be ded 
Al be sohe mayde or wedew or eUe wif 
And it IS not likly al thyn lyf 
To stondyn in here grace no more schal I 
ffarewel f ou wist fyn seluyn verayly 
That Jjou & I ben dampned to presoun 
Perpetuelly vs geynyth no raunsun 
We stryue as dede the houwdis for the bon 

CAMBUIDGE 34 
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[See V. 61.] 



[See V. 45, 49. 



34 GEoup A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 

And now Jjou woldest falsly ben atoute 

To lone my lady whom I lone and seme 

And euer schal til pstf myn herte sterue 

Ifow certes fals Arcite Jjou schalf nof so 

I loued Inr fersfr and tolde fe my wo 

As to my counseil and my brofer sworn 

To forthre me as I hane told biforn 

ffor whioh Jou arfr y-bonnden as a knigfit' 

To helpe me if it lay in tby might* 

Or elles arf fou fals I dar wel sayn 

This Arcite ful proudly spafc agayn 

Thou schalf quod he be rafer fals fan I 

Buf fou art" fals I telle Je witterly 

IT ffor paramour I loued hir firsf er Jiou 

What" wilf fou seyn ])ou wist" it" nought" yit" now 

Whefur sche be a womman or goddesse 

Thin is affeccion of" holynesse 

And myn is loue as to a creature 

ffor which I tolde fe myn auenture 

As to my cosyn and to my brojjer sworn 

I pose fat" fou louedesf hire bifom 

Wostow nought" wel fe olde clerkes sawe 

That" who schal jiue a louer eny laws 1 Qms legem dat 

loue is a gretter lawe by my pan 

Than may be yeue to eny erthly man 

And Jjerfore positif lawe and such decree 

Is broke alday for loue in eche degree 

A man moot" needes loue maugre his hede 

He may not" fleen hit" fough he scholde be dede 

Al be sche mayde or wydow or eUes wif" 

And eek" it" is nof likly al fi lif" 

To stonden in hir grace namore schal I 

ffor wel ])ou wost" )n selue verreily 

That" J)ou and I ben dampned to prison 

Perpetually vs gaigneth no Eamsofi 

"We stryuen now as houndes for pe bon 

COKPUS 34 
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34 GROUP A, § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 

And nowe fou woldest falsly ben aboute 

To loue my lady whom I loue and serue 

And euer shal to faf myn herte sterue 1144 

ITow certes fals Arcite Jjow shalt" not" so neaf le, back] 

I loued her firsf and tolde ]>e my woo 

As to my counsaile and my brojier sworn 

To forpere me as I haue tolde bifom 1148 

ffor which ])ow arf ybounden as a knyghf 

To helpe me if if lay in fi myghf 

Or ellis arf Jjou fals I dar wel sayn 

This arcite ful prudently spak agayn 1162 

Thow shalf qwod he be raper fals pan I 

Buf pou arf fals I telle pe witterly 

ffor paramour I lou.ed her first pan pou 

Whaf wilf pow seyn . pou wisf if nof jit nowe 1156 

Whedere she be a womman or goddes 

Thyne is affeccion of holynes 

And myne is loue as to a creature 

ffor which I tolde pe myn auenture 1160 

As to my cosyn and to my bropere sworn 

I pose paf pou louedesf hur* biforn 

Woosf pow nof wel pe olde clerkes sawe 

Jjat who shal jeue a louer eny lawe nr Qms legem dat amantibns 

Loue IS a gretter lawe by my pan 

pan may be jeue to eny erpely man 

And p erf or positif lawe and swich decree 

Is broke al day for loue in eche degre 1168 

A man mote nedes loue mawgre his hede 

He may nof fleen if ' poiije he shuld be dede 

Al be she mayde or widows or ellis wif 

And eke it is nof likly al pi liff 1172 

To stonden in her grace no more shal I 

ffor wel pou woost pi self[e] Te?Tely 

pat pou and I bene dampned to presofl 

PerpetueUy ts geyneth no raunson 1176 

We slryuen as [did] houndes for pe boon 
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34 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

And ITowe pou woldest falsely bene abowte 

To loue my ladi whome .1. loue and seme 

And euer schal til pat myne hert sterue 

iN'owe certes false Arcite pou schalte not so 

I loued hir first and tolde pe my woo 

As to my Cosm and my broper sworne 

To ferper me as .1. haue tolde to forne 

ffor whiohe pou art bownden as a knyht 

To helpe if it laie in pi myht 

Or elles ert pou fals .1. dare wele seine 

U This Arcite ful prowdeli spake ajeme 

Thowe schalt quod he [be] raper false pan .1. 

Bot powe ert false .1. tel pe witerly . 

ffor paj-amoure .1. loued here first ar poue 

What wiltow seme pow wist it not jit nowe 

Wheper sche be a vromrnan or a goddesse 

Thine es affecione of holynesse 

And myne is loue as to a creatur 

ffor whiohe .1. tolde pe myn aventur 

As to my cosine and to my bropere sworne 

^ .1. pose pat pou louest had hir to fome 

Wost powe nouht wele pe olde clerkes sawe 

That who schal jeue a louer any lawe 

Loue IS a gretter lawe be my panne 

Than maie be jeue to am erpeli manne 

And pere positif lawe and swyche decree 

Is broke al daie for loue in yche degree 

A man most nedes loue maugrif his hede 

He maie not flijen it pouhe he scholde be dede 

Al be sche maide or wydow or elles wif 

And eke it is nouht likely al pi lif 

To stonde in hir grace na more schal .1. 

ffor wele pou wost pi self verrely 

That pou and .1. bene dampne to p?-2'son 

Perpetuely . vs geynep no Eaunson 

We striuen as hoimdes for pe bone 
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They foughte al day / aud yet hir part was noon 

Ther cam a kyte / whil they weren so wrothe 

And baar awey the boon / bitwixe hem bothe 

And therfore / at the kynges court my brother 

Ech man for hym self / ther is noon oother 

Lone if thee lisf for I loue and ay shal 

And soothly / leene brother this is al 

Heere in this prison / moote ■we endure 

And eiierich of ts / take his auenture 

/^ Eeet was the strif / and long / bit wix hem tweye i 

^ If that I hadde / leyser for to seye 

But to theffect / it happed on a day 

To telle it yow / as shortly as I may 

A worthy due that highte Perotheus 

That felawe was / to due Theseus 

Syn thilke day / that they were children lite 

Was come to Atthenes / his felawe to visite 

And for to pleye / as he was won[t] to do 

ffor 111 this world / he loued no man so 

And he loued hym / als tendrely agayn 

So wel they louede / as olde bookes sayn 

Thaf whan fat oon was deed / soothly to telle 

His felawe wente / and soughte hym doun m helle 

But of that stone / list me nat to write 

Due Perotheiis / loued wel Areite 

And hadde hym knowe at Thebes yeer by yere 

And finally / at requeste and preyere 

Of Perotheus / with outen any raunson 

Duo Theseus / hym leet out of prison 

ffrely to goon / wher pat hym liste ouer al 

In swich a gyse / as I you tellen shal 

^ This was the forward / pleynly for tendite 

Bitwixen Theseus / and hym Axcite 

That if so were / pat Areite were yfounde 

Euere m his lif / by day / or nyght or stounde 

In any contree / of this Theseus 
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They foghte alday / and yet hir part was noon 

Ther cam a kyte / whil pat they were so wrothe 

That bar awey the boon / bitwix hem bothe 

And therfore / at the kynges court my brother 

Ech man for hym self / ther is noon oother 

Loue if thee lesf . for I loue / and ay shal 

And soothly / leue brother this is al 

Heere m this prison) / moote we endure 

And euorich of vs / take his auenture 

^ Greet was the stryf / and long bitwix hem tweye 

If pat I hadde leyser for to seye 

But to theffect / it happed on a day 

To telle it yow / as shortly as I may 

A worthy duff, pat highte Parotheus 

That felawe was / vn to due Theseus 

Syn thilke day / pat they were children lyte 

Was come to Atthenes / his felawe to visite 

And for to pleye / as he was wont to do 

ifor m this world / he loued no man so 

And he loued hym / as tendrely agayn 

So wel they loued / as olde bookes sayn 

That whan pat oon was deed / soothly to telle 

His felawe wente / and soghte hym down in helle 

But of that stone / list me noght to write 

Due Perotheus / loued wel Areite 

And hadde hym knowe at Thebes / yeer oy yere 

And finally / at requeste and prayere 

Of Pe)"otheus / with outen any raunson) 

Due Theseus / hym leef out of prison) 

ffrely to goon / wher pat hym liste oner al 

In swich a gyse / as I yow tellen shal 

This was the forward / pleynly for tendite 

Bitwixe Theseus / and hym Areite 

That if so weere pat Areite weere yfounde 

Euere in his lyf / by day / or nyghf or stounde 

In any contree / of this Theseus 
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They fou^te al day & ^it here part was non 

Ther cam a kete whil that fey were wrothe 

That bar awoy the bon be-twixe h.&m bothe 

And Jiej-fore at the kyngis court myn broker 

Eche man for hym self ther is non oper 

Loue 3if the lyst for I loue & ay schal 

And sothU leue hcoper this is al 

Here m this presoura mote we endure 

And euerych of vs take his auenture 

Gret was the stryf & long be-twixe he?ra tweye 

3 if that I hadde leyser for to seye 

But to p& effect it happede on a day 

To telle it 30W as schortly as I may 

A worthi deuk that hy^te perotheus 

That felawe was vn to deuk Theseu 

Syn thilke day pat pej were childeryn lite 

Was come to athenes hese falawe to visite 

And for to pleye as he was wone to do 

ffor in this world he louede no man so 

And he louede hym as tendirly ageyn 

So wel Jjey louedyw as olde bokys seyn 

That whan that on was ded sothly to telle 

His felawe wente & sou^te lajm donn lu helle 

But of that story liste me not to Avryte 

Deuk Perotheus louede wel areite 

And hadde hym. knowym at thebes fer be jere 

And fynelli at requist & at preyere 

Of perotheus wit7i-outyn ony vamisoxm 

Deuk Theseus hym let out of presou?^ 

fireli to gon whil that hym leste ouyral 

In swich agyse as I 30W telle shal' [i 

This was the forward pleynly for tendit 

Be-twixe ThesiMs & hym Areite 

That it were that Areite were founde 

Euere in his lyf be day or nyjt or stounde 

In ony cuntre of this thesyus 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 35 

They fougEf alday and jef here part* was non 

Ther com a kyte wMl faf fei were so wroJ)e 

Thaf bar a way fe bon bytwixe hem bofe 1180 

Afci ferfore atte kinges courf my broker 

Eoh. man for him self fer is non ofer 

Loue if* Jiou list* for I loue and ay schal 

A soothly leue bro])er jjis is al 1184 

Her m Jis prison mote we endure 

And euerich of vs take his auenture peaf 17, tacu] 

Gret" was fe strif" and long* bitwix hem tweye 

If faf I hadde leyser for to seie / 1188 

Buf to fis effect it happed on a day 

To telle it 30U as schortly as I may 

A worjii dut fat" highte Perotheus 

Thaf felawe was vnto duk' Theseus 1192 

Syn fUke day Jiaf fai were children lite 

"Was come to Athenes his felawe to visite 

and for to pleye as he was wonf to do 

ffor in fis world he loued noman so 1196 

And ho loued him als tendurly agayn 

So wel fei loued as olde bokes sayn 

Thaf whan faf oon was ded sojjly to telle / 

his felaw wenf and soughf him doun in heUe 1200 

Buf of faf story lisf me noughf to write 

Duk" Perotheus louede wel arcite 

And had him knowe at Thebes Jier be yere 

And finally at request and preyere 1204 

Of Perotheus wijjoute ony Eaunson 

Dut Theseus him leef out of prison 

ifrely to gon wher faf him lisf ouer al 

In such a gise as I 30U telle schal 1208 

This was fe forward plemly for tendite / 

Bitwixe Theseus and him Arcite 

Thaf if so were Jjaf arcite were founde / 

Euer in his lif by day or nighf or stounde 1212 

In eny contre of Jus Theseus 
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fei foughten alday and 3if her parte was non 

fere come a kite while fat pei were so wroth 

])at bare away fe boon bitwene hem both 

Ak ferfore at Jje kmgges courte my brother" 

Eche man for him self f er is noon ofer" 

Loue if f e Ust . for I loue and ay shal 

And sofly leue brofer fis is aft 

Here m fis prison mote we endure 

And euericB of vs take his auenture 

Grete was Jie strif and longe bytwix hem tweye 

If faf I had leisere for to seye 

But to fis effect I[t] hapned on a day 

To tellen yowe as sofly as I may 

A wor])i duel paf highf Perotheus 

Jjaf ffelawe was vnto due Theseus 

Sif Jiilk day ])af fei weren children lite 

"Was commen to Athenes his felawe to visite 

And forto pley as he was wonf to doo 

ffor m fis worlde he loued no man soo 

And he loued him also tenderly ageyn 

So wel Jei loued as olde bokes seyn / 

Thaf whan fat oon was dede sofly to telle 

His felowe wenf and sou^t him doan in helle 

But of fat stone hsf me nof to write 

Duel Perotheus loued wel arcite 

And had him kuowe at Thebes yere by yere 

And fynaly af fe requesf and preiere 

Of Perotheus wif ouf ony raunson 

Duct theseus him lete ouf of Prison 

fifeely to goon wher faf him list ouei'al 

In suche a gise as I you telle shaft 

This was fe forwarcJ pleynly for to endite 

Bitwene Theseus and hym iercite 

Thaf if so were faf arcite were founde 

Euer in his lif be day or nyjt or stounde 

In eny cuntre of this theseus 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's TALE. Lansdowne MS. 35 

They fouhten al daie and 3it f eire parte was none 

There come a kite whil fat f ei were so wrof e 

That bare awaie f e bone be-twex hem bofe 1180 

Ac fere-fore att f e kinges courte my brof er 

Eche mon for him self fere is none of er 

Loue if f ou list for .1. loue and ay schaft 

And sof eli leue brof er f is IS att 1184 

Here in f is prison most we endure 

And eueryche of vs tak his aventure 

f Grete was f e strif and longe be-twex hem tweie 

If f at .1. had leiser for to seie 1188 

Bot to f IS effecte it happened on a daye 

To tellen it 30W as schortly as .1. maye 

A worthi Due fat hilit . Perotheus 

That felowe was vn-to Due Theseus 1192 

Sen filke daie fat f ei weren childern lite 

Was cojwmen to Athenes his felawe to visite 

And for to pleie as he was wont to do 

ffor m fis weiide he louede no man so 1196 

And he loue him also as tendrely a-3eiiie 

So wele fey loued as olde bokes seme 

That whanne fat one was dede sothely to teft 

His felaw went a7id sowht him downe m heft 1200 

Bot of fat stori leste me noulit to write 

Due Perotheus louede wel Arcite in. 61-1. 

And him knowe att Thebes jero be 3ere 

And Ifinally . att request hmc? prayere 1204 

Of Perotheus wif-owten any Eaunson . 

Due Theseus him lete owte of prison 

ffrely to gone where fat him list ouer att 

In suche a gise as .1. 30we telle schaft 1208 

This was f e forward pleinly to endite 

Be-twex Theseus and him Arcite 

That if so were fat Arcite was fownde 

Euere m his lif be daie or nyht or stownde 1212 

In any Contre of f js Theseus 
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And he were cauglif it was aoorded thus 

That with a swerd / he sholde lese his heed 

Ther nas / noon oother remedie ne reed 1216 

But taketh his leue / and homward he him spedde 

Lat hym he war / his nekke lith to wedde 

IT How greet a sorwe / suffreth now Arcite 

The deeth he feelcth / thurgh his herte smyte 1220 

He wepeth / wayleth / crieth pitously 

To sleen hym self / he waiteth pnuely 

He seyde alias / that day fat he was born 

IN'ow is my prison / worse than biforn 1224 

ISTow is me shape / eternally to dwells 

ISTat m my purgatone / but m h§lle 

Alias / fat euere knew I Perothe'us 

ffor elles / hadde I. dwelled with Theseus 1228 

Tfetered m his prison eueremo 

Thanne hadde I been m blisse and nat in wo 

Oonly / the sighte of hire / whom fat I serue 

Though fat I neuere / hir grace may deserue 1232 

"Wolde han suffised / right ynough for me 

deere cosyn / Palamon quod he 

Thyn is the victone / of this auenture Ocaf is] 

fful blisfuUy m prison maistow dure 1236 

In prison) 1 certes nay / but m Paradys 

"Wei hath ifortune / y- turned thee the dys 

That hast the sighte of hire / and I thabsence 

ffor possible is / syn thou hast hire presence 1240 

And art a knyghf a worthy and an able 

That som cas / syn ffortune is chaungeable 

Thow maist to thy desir / som tyme atteyne 

But I / fat am exiled and bareyne 1244 

Of aRe grace / and m so greet dispeir 

That ther nys erthe / water / fir / ne eir 

Ne creature / fat of hem maked is 

That may me heele / or doon confort in this 1248 

Wei oughte I sterue / in wanhope and distresse 
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36 GEOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 

And he weere caughf . it was aeorded thus 

That with a swerd / he sholde lese his heed 

Ther nas noon oother / remedye ne reed 1216 

But taketh his leue / and homward he hym spedde 

Lat hym be war / his nekke lyth to wedde 

% How greet a sorwe / suffreth now Arcite 

The deeth he feeleth / thurgh his herte smyte 1220 

He wepeth / wayleth / cryeth pitously 

To sleen hym self / he wayteth pryuely 

He seyde alias / the daj' fat I was born 

Now IS my prison) / worse than biforn 

Now IS me shape / eternally to dweUe 

Noght m purgatorie / but m helle 

Alias / fat euere knew I Parotheus 

ffor ellis / hadde I dwelled with Theseus 

Yfettred lu his prison) eueremo 

Thanne hadde I been m blisse / and nat m wo 

Oonly the sighte of hire / whom fat I serue 

Thogh fat I neuere / hu* grace may disserue 1232 

Wolde haue suffised / right ynogh for me 

% deere cosyn / Palamon / quod he 

Thyn is the viotorie / of this auenture 

fful blisfully m pnson maystow dure 1236 

In prison 9 / nay certes / but in paradys 

Wei hath ffortune / yturned thee / the dys 

That hast the sighte of hire / and I thabsence 

ffor possible is / syn thow hast hire presence 1240 

And art a knyghf a worthy and an able 

That by som caas /syn ffortune is chaungeable 

Thow mayst to thy desir / som tyme atteyne 

But I / that am exiled and bareyne 1244 

Of alle grace / and in so greet despeyr 

That ther nys Erthe / water / fyr / ne Eyr 

Ne creature / that of hem maked is 

That may me helpe / or do confort in this 1248 

Wei oghte I sterue / m wanhope / and distresse 
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And hee were cauth it was acordit f us 

That with a swerd he wolde lese his hed 

Ther nas non of er remedie ne red 1216 

But takyth his leue & hontward he hym spedde [leaf i48,backj 

let hym be war his nekke lith to wedde 

How gret a sorwe suflferith now arcyte 

The deth he felyth thorgh his herte smyte 1220 

He wepith weyleth cryef pitously 

To slen hyw self he waytyth prmyly 

He seyde alias that day that I was bore 

Now IS myn pnsoum werse fan be-fore 1224 

Now IS me schapyn eternally to dwelle 

Not m purgatory but m helle 

Alias that euere knew I perotheus 

ffor elle hadde I dwellid with thesyus 1228 

I-fetered in his przsouw euere mo 

Tha?aie hadde I ben m blysse & not m wo 

Only the syjthe of hei* whom, that I serue 

Though I neuere here grace may disserue 1232 

Wolde han suffysed ryjt I-now for me 

dere cosyn palamoum quod he 

This is the victone of this auenture 

fful blysful in prisouw mayst fow endure 1236 

In prysouw nay parde but m paradys 

Wei hath fortune I-turnede the deys 

That hast the syjt of here & I the absens 

ffor possible is syn fow hast here presens 1240 

And art a knyjt a worthi & able 

That by sum cas syn fortune is chauwgable 

Thow mayjt to f yn desyr sumtyme atteyne 

But I that am exiled & barayne 1244 

Of alle grace & in so gret dispeyr 

That fere nys erthe watyr fyre ne eyr 

Ne criatur that of hem makyd is 

That may me helpyn or don comfort m this 1248 

Wei ou^te I sterue in wanhope & distresse 
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36 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 

And he -were cauglif it was accorded fus 

Thaf with a swerd he seholde leese his heed 

Ther was noon oJ)er remedie ne reed 1216 

But takej) his leeue and homward he him spedde 

Laf him be war his nekke ]ip to wedde 

How gref a sorwe suffrej; now areite 

The deth he feeleji Jjurgh his herte smyte 1220 

He wepe]) . weyleth . one]) pitously 

To sleen himself' he waytef priuely peaf is] 

He seide alias Jaf day paP I was horn 

l^ow IS my prison worse })an hifom 1224 

l^ow is me schape etemaly to dwelle 

!N'oughf in Purgatori hut* m helle 

AUas faf euer I knew Perotheus 

ffor eUes hadde I haue dwelled with Theseus 1228 

I-fetered in his prison eueremo 

Thanne hadde I ben in blisse and not* m woo 

Only Jje sighf of* hire whom jjaf I serue 

Jjough Jjafr I neuer hire grace may deserue 1232 

Wolde hane y-suffised right* ynongh for me 

^ Oo deere Cosyn Palamon quod he 

Thin is ]pe victorie of* fis auenture 

fful blissefully m prison mighfr Jjou dure 1236 

In pmoun certes nay but* paradys 

Wei ha]) fortune torned fe fe dys 

That* hasf ]?e sighf of* hue and I Jjabsence / 

ffor possible is syn ])ou hasf hir presence 1240 

And art* a knighf a worjn and an able 

That* by som caas syn fortune is changeable 

Thou maisf somtyme to fi desir atteyne 

Buf I Jjaf am exUed and bareyne 1244 

Ofi alle grace and in so gref despeire 

Thaf fer nys erfe water fyr ne eyre 

'Ne creature faf of hem maked is / 

Thaf may me helpe or don conforf m Jis 1248 

Wei oughf I sterue in wanhope and distresse 
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And he were kaughf it was acorded fus 

Thaf wij) a swerde he shuld lese his hede 

)3er nas non ojier remedye ne rede 1216 

But takef his leue and homward' he hym spedde neaf i7, back] 

Laf hym be war his nek lith to wedde 

How grete a sorowe suffref nowe areite 

The deth he felef forgh his herte smyte 1220 

He wepej) and weilef and cnep pitously 

To sleen hym self he waiteth pj'mely 

He saide Alias fat day fat 1 was born 

ITow is my p?-2son wors than [was] beforii 1224 

l^owe IS me shape eternaly to dwelle 

IsToujf m purgotorye buf m helle 

Alias Jjaf euere I knewe Perotheus 

ffor ellis had I ydwelled with theseus 1228 

Yfetered m his prison euermoo 

Than had I bene m blisse and nof m woo 

Only Jje sighf of her' whom fat I serue 

Thoow fat I neuere hir" grace may deserue 1232 

Wold haue ysuffised right ynowe for me 

Oo dere Cosyn Palamon quod he 

Thine is f e -rictorie of f is auenture 

fful bUsfuUy in prison my^f f on dure 1236 

In prison certes nay but paradis 

Wei hath fortune turned f e the dys 

fat hast f e sighf of hur' and I f e absence 

ffor possible is sif fou hast her presence 1240 

And arf a knyght an worf i and an able 

That by som caas sif fortune is chaurageable 

Thowe maiste to f i desire somtyme atteyn 

Buf I faf am exiled and bareyn 1244 

Of al[le] grace and m so gref despeir* 

That f er nys erf e water* fuyr" ne eire 

We creature faf of hem maked is 

))af may me helpe or done eor/ifort m fis 1248 

Wei 0U3te I sterue m wanhope and distresse 
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And war cauht it was accorded fus 

That wife a swerde he seholde lese his hede 

Ther nas none of ere remedye ne rede 

Bot takef e his leue and homwarde he him spedde 

Lat hun be war his nek life to wedde 

How grete a sorwe suffurf e nowe areite 

The defe he felef f oruhe his hert smite 

He wepef e he weylef and crief pitously 

To slene lum self he waitef priuely 

He seide alas fat .1. was borne 

E"owe IS my prison werse fan be-forne 

'Sawe is me schape eternalie to dwelle 

Ifouht in purgatorie Bot in helle 

Alas fat euer .1. knewe Perotheus 

ffor elles had .1. dwelled wif Theseus 

Ifetterd in his prison euer mo 

Than had .1. bene in blisse and nowht m woo 

Onely f e siht of hire whome fat .1. serue 

Thouhe fat .1. neuere hir" grace miht deserue 

"WTiolde haue ysuffised riht ,I.-nowhe for me 

^ dere Cosine Palamon qicod he 

Thine is f e victorie of f is auenture 

fful blisfully in prfeon mayght fou dure 

In prtson sertes naye bot Paradise 

Wele haf fortune turned f e dise 

That haf e f e siht of hire and .1. f e absence 

ffor possible is sef f e fou hast hir presence 

And art a kny[ght] a worf i and an able 

That be som caas fortune is ehaungeable 

Thou maiste to f i desire somtime ateigne 

Bot .1. fat am exiled and bareigne 

Of al grace and in so grete dispeire 

That f er nys erf e water fire ne ayre 

N'e creature fat of hem Maked is 

That may me helpe ne do me comford m f is 

Wele owht .1. sterue In wanhope and distris 
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GROUP A, § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 37 



ffarvel / my lif / my lusf and my gladnesse 

IT Alias / why pleynen folk* so in conjmune 

Of puruieaunce of god / or of ifortxme 

That yeueth hem fill ofte / m many a gyse 

Wei hettre / than they kan hem self deiiyse 

Som man desireth / for to han richesse 

That cause is of his moerdre / or greet siknesse 

And som man wolde / out of his prison fayn 

That m his hons / is of his meynee slayn 

Infinite harmes / been m this mateere 

We witen naf what [thing] we preyen heere 

We faren / as he that dronke is as a Mous 

A dronke man woot wel / fat he hath an hous 

But he nooti which the rights wey is thider 

And to a dronke man / the wey is sUder 

And certes / m this world so faren we 

We seken faste / after fehoitee 

But we goon wrong* ful often trewely 

Thus may we seyn alle / and namely I 

That wende / and hadde a greet opinion) 

That if I myghte / escapen from prison 

Thanne hadde I been m loye / and perflt heele 

That now / I am exiled fro my wele 

Syn Jjat I may naf seen you Emelye 

I nam hut deed / ther nys no remedye 

^ Yp on that oother syde / Palamon 

Whan fat he wiste / Arcite was agon 

Swich sorwe he maketh / Ipat the grete tour 

Eesouned / of his youlyng* and clamour 

The pure fettres / on his shynes grete 

Weren / of his bittre salte teeres wete 

Alias quod he / Arcita cos3m. myn 

Of al oure strif / god woot the fruyt is thyn 

Thow walkest now in Thebes at thy large 

And of my wo / thow yeuest litel charge 

Thou mayst / syn thou hast wysdom and manliede 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt IIS. 37 

ffarwel my lyf / my lust and my gladnesse 

^ Alias why pleynen folk so / in commune 

On purueiance of god / or of ffortnne 1252 

That yeueth hem ful ofte / m many a gyse 

Wel bettre / than they kan hem self deuyse 

^ Som man desireth / for to haue richesse 

That cause is ofte / of his moerdre / or gret siknesse 1256 

And som man wolde / out of his prison fayn 

That m his hous / is of his meynee slayn 

Infinite harmes / been m this matere 

We woof naf what thyng' fat we prayen heere 1260 

We fare as he / pat dronke is as a Mous 

A dronke man woot wel / he hath an hous 

But he noot / which the righte wey is thider [leaf is] 

And to a dronke man / the wey is slider 1264 

And certes / m this world / so faren we 

We seken faste / after felicitee 

But we goon wrong* ful ofte trewely 

Thus may we seyn alle / and nameliche .1. 1268 

That wende / and hadde a greet opinion) 

That if I myghte / scapen fro prisoii) 

Thanne hadde I been m loye / and parfit heele 

Ther now / 1 am exiled fro my wele 1272 

Syn fat / I may nat seen yow Emelie 

I nam but deed / ther nys no remedie 

IT Vp on that oother syde Palamon 

Whan fat he wiste / Arcite was agon 1276 

Swioh sorwe he maketh / fat the grete tour 

Eesowneth / of his yowlyng* and clamour 

The pure fettres / of his shynes grete 

Were / of his bittre salte teens wete 1280 

Alias quod he / Arcita cosyn myn 

Of al oure stryf / god woof the fruyt is thyn 

Thow walkest now / m Thebes at thy large 

And of my wo / thow yeuest htel charge 1284 

Thow maystf syn thow hast wisdom / and manhedo 

HENGWRT 37 



GBOup A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 37 

ffarwel myn lyf myn lust & myn gladnesse Tesem. 

Alias whi pleyne men so m comune 

On puruyauwce of god or of fortune 1252 

That 3euyth hem ful ofte m manye a gyse [leaf U9] 

Wel betyr fan fey can he?« self deuyse 

Sum man desirytli for to haue richesse 

That is cause of hese niordere or gret seknesse 1256 

And some wolde out of hese presoim fayn 

That in hese hous is of hese meyne slayn 

Infynyte harmys ben m this matere 

We wote not what fyng fat we preyen here 1260 

We farn as he fat dronke is as a mous 

A dronke man wot wel that he hath an hous 

But he not whiche the ry;te weye is f edyr 

And to a dronke man the weye is sledyr 1264 

And sertys m f is world so faryn we 

We sekyn faste aftyr felycite 

But we gon wrong oftyn trewely 

Thus may we seyn alle & namely I 1268 

That wende & hadde a gret opynyouM 

That I my^te skapjrn. &om prysou?j 

Thawne hadde I be m loye & parfyt hele 

There now I am exilyd from myn wele 1272 

Syn that I may not sen jow emalye . ni rs. 

I nam but ded fere nys non of er weye 

Vp on that of er syde palamon 

Whan that he woste Arcyte was a-gon 1276 

Swich sorwe he makyth that f ^ grete tour 

Eesounnyth of hese joulyng & clamour 

The pure feterys of hese schenys grete 

Weryn of hese bittere salte terys wete 1280 

Alias quod he arcita eosyn myn 

Of al oure stryf god wot the freut is fyn 

Thow walkyst now m thebes at f y?i large 

And of myn wo fou ^euyst lityl charge 1284 

Thu mayst sen f ou hast wisdom & manhede 

CAMBRIDGE 37 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 37 



ffare wel my lif my lusf and my gladnesse 

Alias why pleynen men so m eomtme 

Of purueance of* god or of* fortune 

That" jiueth hem ful ofte m many a gyse 

"Wei hef fan fey can hemself" deuyse 

Som man desiref for to haue richesse 

Thaf cause is of" his mordre or gref seknesse / 

And som wolde out" of" his prison fain 

Thaf in his hous is of his meyne slam / ['e^f 

Infinite harmes ben m fis matiere 

We wof not* whaf fing* fat" we preyen Leere / 

We faren as he faf dronken is as Moiis 

A dronke man wof wel he haf an hous 

Buf he nof which fe righte weie is f ider 

And to a dronke man fe weye is slider 

And certes m fis world so faren we 

We seeken fast" after felicite 

Buf we gon wrong" ful ofte trewely 

Thus may we seyn aft and namlich I 

Thaf wende and hadde a gref opymon 

Thaf if I mighte skapen fro prison 

Than hadde I hen m loye and parfyf hele 

Ther now I am exiled fro my wele 

Syn faf I may nof seen 30U Emelye 

I am huf ded fer nys no remedye 

vpon f af ofer syde Palamon 

Whan faf he wiste faf arcite was gon 

Swich sorwe he makef faf fe grete tour 

Eesounef of" his yollyng" and clamour 

The pure fettres of" his schynes grete 

Were of" his bittre salte teeres wete 

Alias quod he arcita cosyn myn 

Of" aft our strif" god wof fe fruyf is fm 

Thou walkesf now in Thebes af fi large 

And ofi my woo fou yernesf litel charge 

Thou maisf syn f ou hasf wisdom and manhede 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 37 

ffare wele my liP my lust and my gladnesse 

Alias whi pleyiien men so m comune 

Of pMrueaunce of god and of fortune 1252 

Thaf ^euef hem ful off m mony a gyse [leaf js] 

Wel bet[ter] fan f ei can hem self devise 

Som man desiref forto haue ricchesse 

Thaf cause is of his mordere and gref siknesse 1256 

And som man wolde ouf of his prison fayn 

Thaf in his hous is of his mayne sclayfl 

Infinite harmes bene m f is matiere 

We wote not whaf f mge fat we preien here 1260 

We faren as he f af dronken is as mous 

A dronken man wote wele he haf an hous 

But he ne woote which f e rijt way is f idere 

And to a dronken man fe way is sclydere 1264 

And certes m f is world' so faren wee 

We sechen fasf aftere felicite 

Buf we goon wronge ful off trewly 

Thus may we seie alle and namelicR I 1268 

That wende and had a grete opynyon 

That if I myjte skapen from pj-ison 

fan had I be m loie and pajfite hele 

f er no we I am exiled fro my wele 1272 

Sif fat I may nof seen 30U Emelye 

I am but dede f er nys no remedye 

Yppon fat of er side Palamon 

Whan fat he wisf f af arcite was agon 1276 

Swich sorowe he makef fat f e grete tour 

Eesounef of his jellinge and clamour 

The pure fettres of his shynes grete 

Were of his bitter salte toeres wete 1280 

Alias quod he Arcita cosyn myne 

Of al our strif god wote f e fruyte is fine 

Thow walkest now m Thebes at f 1 large 

And of my woo . f ou jeuest litel charge 1284 

Thow maist sif f ou hast wisdom and manhede 
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GEOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. LansdoTvne MS. 37 

[ line out no gap in the MS.] 

Alas why pleine men so m Comune 

On purueance of god or of fortune 

fat jeuef e hem ful of m many a gise 

Wele bet fan f ei can hem self deuise 

Som man desiref for to haue richesse 

fat cause is of his mordre or grete sekenesse 

And som man wolde owte of his pnson fayne 

That m Ins house is of his meme sleyne . 

Infinite harmes bene m f is matiere 

We wote nowht what f mge we praien hiere 

We faren as he fat dronlien is as a mouse 

A dronken man wote wele he haf e an house 

Bot he note whiche f e riht waie is f edere 

And to a dronken man f e waie is selef ere 

And certes m f is werlde so farew we 

We seken fast after fehcite 

Bot we gone wronge oft ful trewli 

Thus maie we seme att and namelyclie .1. 

That wende and had a grete opimone 

That if .1. myht scippe fro prisone 

Than had .1. b[e]ne m loye and parfit hele 

There nowe .1. am exiled fro my wele 

Sen fat .1. may not sene 3owe Emelye 

.1. am bot dede f er" nyse no remedie 

IT Vpon fat of ere side Palamon 

Whan fat he wiste fat Arcite was agone 

Suche sorwe he makef fat f e grete toure 

Eesounef of his jellinge and clamour 

The pore fettres on his schitmes grete 

Were of his bitter salte teres wete 

Alas quod, he Arcita Cosyn myne 

Of al oure strif god wote f e fruyt is f me 

Thow walkes now in Thebes att f 1 large 

And of my woo f ou ^euest litel charge 

Thou maiste sinne f on hast wisdome and manhede 
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38 GEOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. EUesmere MS. 



Assemblen / alle the folk / of oure kynrede 

And make a v?erre / so sharps on this Citee 

That by soni auenture / or som tretee 

Thow mayst haue hire to lady and to wyf" 

ffor whom / Jiat I moste nedes lese my lyf< 

ffor / as by woy of possibilitee 

Sith thou art at thy large / of prison free 

And art a lord / greet is thyn auauntage 

Moore than is myn / pat sterue here m a cage 

ffor I moot wepe / and wayle whil I lyue 

'WitJi al the wo / fat prison may me yeue 

And eek witJi peyne / fat loue me yeueth also 

That doubleth / al my torment / and my wo 

Ther with / the fyr of lalousie vp sterte 

TVith Line his bresf and hente him by the herte 

So woodly / that he lyk was to biholde 

The Boxtree / or the Asshen dede and colde 

IT Thanne seyde he / o cmeel gooddes fat goueme 

This world / with byndyng^ of youre word eterne 

And writen m the table of Atthamaunf 

Youre parlemenf and youre eterne graimt 

What IS mankynde / moore vn to you holde 

Than is the sheepe /fat rouketh m the folde 

fior slayn is man / right as another beesf 

And dwelleth eek / m prison and arreesf 

And hath siknesse / and greet aduersitee 

And ofte tymes / gilt[e]l6es pardee 

^ What gouernanoe / is in this prescience 

That gilt[e]lees / tormenteth Innocence 

And yet encresseth this / al my penaunce 

That man is bomiden / to his observa2moe 

ffor goddes sake / to letten of his wiUe 

Ther as a beest / may al his lust fulfille 

And whan a beest is deed / he hath no peyne 

But after his deeth / man moot A^epe and pleyne 

Though m this world / he haue care and wo 
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38 GEOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 

Assemblen / al the folk" of oure kjTirede 
And make a werre / so sharp / on this Citee 
That by som auenture / or som tretee 1288 

Thow mayst haue hire / to lady and to wyf 
ffor whom / fat I moste nedes lese my lyf 
ffor as by wey / of possibiUtee 

Sith thow arf at thy large / of prison) free 1 292 

And art a lord / greet is thyn auantage 
Moore than is myn / that sterue here m a cage 
ffor 1 moot wepe / and waille wliil I lyne 
With al the wo / fat prison may me yeue 1296 

And eek witk peyne / fat loue me yeueth also 
That doubleth / al my tormenf and my wo 
Ther with / the fyr of lalousie vp sterte 
With Inne his bresf and hente hym by the herte 1300 
So woodly / fat he lyk was to byholde 
The Boxtree / or the Asshen dede / and colde 
^ Thanne seyde he / o crewel goddes /fat gouerue [leads, back] 
This world / with byndyng* of youre word eterne 1304 
And writen / in the table of Atthamant 
Youre parlement /. and youre eterne granf 
What is man kynde / moore vn to yow holde 
Than IS the sheepe / fat rowketh m the folde 1308 

ffor slayn is man / right as another beesf 
Vnd dwelleth eet in prison and arresf 
And hath siknesse / and greet aduersitee 
And ofte tymes / giltlees pardee 1312 

^ What gouernance / is m this p?*escience 
That giltlees / tormenteth Innocence 
And yef enoreeceth this / al my penance 
That man is bounden / to his obseruanoe 1316 

ffor goddes sake / to letten of his wille 
Ther as a beesf may al his lust fulfille 
And whan a beest is deed / it hath no peyne 
But man after his deeth / moot wepe and pleyne 1320 

Thogh m this world / he haue care and wo 
hengwrt 38 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 



Assemblyn alle the folk of oure kynrede 

And make a werre so scharp on this cyte 

That by sum auenture or su?» trete 

Thw mayst haue here to lady & to wyf peaf 

ffor whom that I muste nedys lese myn lyf 

ffor as be weye of possibilite 

Sithe f ou art at thyn large of prtsnn fre 

And art a lord gret is thyn auauwtage 

More than is myn that sterue here m a cage 

ffor I mot wepe & waile whil I leue 

With al the wo that pnsouw may me jeue 

And ek with peyne that loue me jeuyth also 

That dubelyth al myn turment & myw wo 

Therwith the fyr of lelusye vp sterte 

With-Mme hese brest & hente hym by the herte 

So wodly that he lyk was to bi-holde 

The boxtere or the asschyw dede and colde 

Thawne seyde he crewel goddis fat gouerne 

This word woth hjitdjng of ^oure word eterne 

And wretyft m the table of athamaunte 

Thorw parlemen & ^oare eterne graujite 

What IS mankynde more on to jow holde 

Thus IS the schep that rokif m the folde 

ffor slayn is man ryght as a iiothir beste 

And dwellith ek m prtsoun & areste 

Aiid hath seknesse & gret aduersite 

And ofte tyme gUteles parde 

What gouernymge is m this jjrescience 

That gilteles turmentyth innocence 

And encreseth f is al myw penau7zce 

That man is bouwdyn to hese obseruaujzee 

ffor goddis sake to lettyn of hese wiUe 

Ther as a beste may al hese lust fulfyUe 

And whan a beste is ded he hath no peyne 

But man aftyr his ded hym muste wepe & pleyne 

Though in f is world he haue care & wo 
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38 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 

Assemble aft fe folt of ouxe kmrede 

And make a werre so scharp on ))is Cite 

That* by som auentuie or som tretee 1288 

Tbou maisf haue liir to lady and to wif / 

ffor whom jiaf I mosf needes leese my lif" 

ffor as by weie ot' possibilite 

Sittbe J)ou arf af ])i large of prison fre 1292 

And arf a lord gret* is fm auantage . 

More Jjan is myn jiat stems her in a kage [leaf i9i 

ffor I mof weepe and wayle whil Jjaf I lyue 

With aft Jje woo faf prison may me jiue 1296 

And eet with peyne faf loue me ymef also 

Thafr doublejj al my torment' and my wo 

Ther with pe ijr of gelousie vpsterte 

With Inne his brest ajad hente him by pe herte 1300 

So woodly jjaf he lit was to byholde 

The boxtre or pe assBen deed and colde 

Than seide he o cruel goddes faf gouerne 

This world with bynding* of your word eterne 1304 

And wiiten m pe table of athamaunf 

youre parlement and ^our eterne graunt" 

Wliaf is mankynde more vnto jou holde 

Than is pe scheep falroukej) in pe folde 1308 

ffor slain is man nghf as anofer beeste' 

And dwellej) eek* m prison and in arreste 

And ha]) siknesse and gret aduersite 

And ofte tymes gilteles parde 1312 

IT What" gouernance is in J)is prescience 

That" gUteles tormentej) Innocence 

And encreseth Jjis is al my penauwee 

Thaf man is bounden to his obseruauMce 1316 

ffor goddes sake to letten of his wille 

Ther as a beeste may aft his lusf fulfiUe 

And whan a beeste is ded he haji no peyne 

Buf after his deth fe man mof weepe and pleyne 1320 

Though in pia world he haue care and wo 
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38 GBoup A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 

Assemble aUe pe folk of our kmrede 

And make a werre so sharpe on Jns Cite 

Jiat by som aiienture or som trete 1288 

Thow maist" haue hir" to lady and to wiff [leafis.backi 

ffor whom fat I most nedes lese my liff 

ffor as by way of possibilite 

SiJ) povL arf af pi large of prison free 1292 

And art a lorde grete is fine auaztntage 

More fan is myne fat sterue here m a kage 

ffor I mote wepe and weile while fat I lyue 

Wif al fe woo faf prison may me ^eue 1296 

And eke wif peyn f af loue me ^euef alsoo 

f af doublef al my tormenf and my woo 

f er wif f e fire of gelesie vpsterte 

Wif in his bresf and hente hym by f e herte 1 300 

So woodly f af he like was to biholde 

The box-tre or f e asshen dede and colde 

Thaf seide he .o. cruel goddes f af gouerne 

This world' wif byndinge of 30ure worde eterne 1304 

And writen in f e table of Athamaunf 

Joure parlemenf and joure eterne gj-aunf 

Whaf is mankmde more vnto ^ou holde 

J)an IS the shepe faf roukef in fe folde 1308 

ffor sclayn is man rijf as an of er beesf 

And dwellef eke m pwson and in aresf 

And haf siknesse and grete aduersite 

And off tymes giltlees parde 1312 

Whaf gouernaMnee is m f is prescience 

Thaf . giltlees tormentef Innocence 

And encresef f is al my penaimce 

fat man is bounden to his obsemaMnce 1316 

ffor goddes sake to letten of his wille 

Ther as a beest may al his list fuMlle 

And whan a beesf is dede he hath no peyn) 

Buf aftere his deth man mote wepe and pleyn) 1320 

Thogfi in f IS worlc? he haue care and woo 
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38 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

Assemble al f e folke of 3oure kmrede 

And Maake a werre so scharpe on f is Cite 

That be som auenture or sum trete 1288 

Thou maiste haue to lady and to wife 

ffor whome fat .1. most nedes lese my life 

ffor as be weie of PossibUite 

Sethe f ou art att f i large of pnson fre 1292 

An art a lorde grete is fine avantage 

More fan is myne fat steruef e here in a cage 

IT ffor .1. mote wepe and waile wil fat .1. leue 

With al fe wo fat pnson maie me 3eue 1296 

Ande eke wife peine fat loue me jeueth also 

That dowblef al my turment and my wo 

Thare-wif e f e fire of lelousie vp sterte 

Wit/i-inne his breste and hente him be fe herte 1300 

So woodly fat he like was to be-holde 

The box tree or f e asshen dede or colde 

IT Than seide he cruel goddes fat gouern 

This werlde wif byndemge of ^o'wre worde eterne 1304 

And wreten m f e table of Atthamaunt Deaf 17, back] 

3owre parlement and ^owre eterne graunt 

What is Mankinds More vn-to 30 holde 

Than is fe schepe fat rowkef in fe folde 1308 

ffor sleine is man riht as anof ere beste 

And duellef e eke m prison and in areste 

And hafe sekenesse and grets aduersite 

And ofts time gUtlss parde 1312 

IF What gousmance is in fis prescience 

That giltles tormentef Innocence 

And encresef f us al my penaunce 

That man is bounde to his obseruawnce 1316 

ffor goddes saake to letten of his wift 

fere as a beste maie al his lust fulfift 

And whan a beste is dede it haf e no peine 

Bot after his def e man moste wepe and pleyne . 1320 

Thouhe m fis werlde he haue care and woo 
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GEOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. EUesmere MS. 39 

With outen doute / it may stondcn so 
The answers of this / lete I to dyuynys 
But well I woofr fat in this world greet pyne ys 1324 

Alias / I se a serpenf or a theef / 
That many a trewe man / hath doon mescheef* 
Goon at his large / and where hjTH lisf may tiirne 
But I moot been in prison / thurgli Satume 1328 

And eek thurgli Juno / lalbus and eek -wood 
That hath destroyed / wel ny al the hlood 
Of Thebes / with hise waste walles wyde tieaf i9] 

And venus / sleeth me on that oother syde 1332 

iior Jalousie / and fere of hym Arcite 
IT E"ow wol J stynte of Palamon a hte 
And lete hym / m his prison stiHe dwelle 
And of Arcita / forth I wol yow telle 1336 

IT The Sonne passeth / and the nyghtes longe 
Encressen double wise / the peynes stronge 
Bothe / of the louere / and the prisoner 
I noof which hath the wofuUer mester 1 340 

ffor shortly for to seyn / this Palamon 
Perpetuelly / is dampned to prison 
In cheynes and m fettres / to been deed 
And Arcite / is exiled vpon his heed 1344: 

ffor euere mo / as out of that contree 
JSTe neuere mo / he shal his lady see 
Ow loueres / axe I now this question 
Who hath the worse / Arcite / or Palamon? 1348 

That oon may seen his lady / day by day 
But m prison / he moot dweUe alway 
That oother / wher hym list-* may ride or go 
But seen his lady / shal he n euere mo 1352 

'Now demeth as yow lisf ye that kan 
ffor I wol telle forth / as I bigan. 

V Explicit prima Pars. 



GROcrp A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 39 

With outen doute / it moot stonden so 

The answere of this / lete I to diuynys 

But wel I woof fat m this world / greet pyne is 1324 

'^ Alias / I se a serpenf or a theef 

That many a trewe man / hath doon meseheef' 

Goon at his large / and where hym lust may turne 

But I moot been in prison / thurgh Saturne 1328 

And eek thurgh Juno / lalous / and eek wood 

That hath destroyed / wel neigh al the blood 

Of Thebes / with liis waste walles wyde 

And Venus / sleeth me / on that oother syde 1332 

ffor lalousie / and feere / of hym Arcite 

% ]Srow wol I stynte / of Palamon aUte 

And lete hym / in his prison) stiUe dwelle 

And of Ai-cita / forth I wol yow telle 1336 

^ The Somer / and the nyghtes longe 

Encreecen / double wise / the peynes stronge 

Bothe of the louere / and the prisoner 

I noof which hath / the sorwefuUer myster 1340 

ffor soothly for to seyn / this Palamon 

Perpetuelly / is dampned to prison) 

In cheynes / and m fettres / to been deed [leaf i9] 

And Arcite / is exiled / vp on his heed 1344 

ffor euere mo / as out of that contree 

Ne. neueremo / ne shal his lady see 

^ Yow loueris / axe I now / this question) 

Who hath the worse / Arcite / or Palamon) 1348 

That oon may seen his lady / day by day 

But m prison) / moot he dwelle alwey 

That oother where hym lisf may ride or go 

But seen his lady / shal he neuere mo 1352 

"Now demeth as yow Hsf ye fat kan 

ffor I wol telle forth / as .1. bigan 



"paui'osagelosia" 
V. 2. 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 39 

WitJi-outjn doute it may stondyn so TeseUie. 

The answere of fis lete I to deuynys 

But wel I wot that in fis world gret peyne is 1324 

Alias I se a serpent or a thef [leaf iso]^ 

That manye a trewe man hath don myschef 

Gon at hese large & wher hym liste may turne 

But I mot ben m pnsouw fowr saturne 1328 

And ek thorgh luno lelous & ek wood 

That hath distroyed wol ny al the blood 

Of thebos with hese waste waUys wyde 

And venus sleth me on fat ofer syde 1332 

ffor lelousie & fer of hym Arcyte 

Ifow wele I stynte of palamoure a lite 

And late hym m hese prysouw stylle dwelle 

And of Arcyta forth I wele 30W telle Arcita 

The somyr passef & the ny^tys longe 

Encresyn double wise the peynys strojige 

Bothe of the louere & the prjsouwner 

I not ho hath the wofulere' myster tuere: later.i 1340 

ffor schorth for to seyn tliis palamouw 

Perpetuelly is dampned to prisoura 

In cheynys & in feterys to ben ded 

And Arcyte is exiled vp hese hed 1344 

ffor eueremo as out of that cumtre 

Ne neue?-e mo schal hese lady se 

3ow louerys axe I now f is questiouw 

Ho hath the werse arcyte or Palamouw 1348 

The ton may sen his lady day be day 

But in prisou?t ho mot dwelle alway 

That othir where hym leste may ride or go 

But sen hese lady schal he neuere mo 1352 

Now demyth as 30W lyste ^e fat can 

ffor I wele telle forth as I be-gan 

[No gap in the MS.] 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 39 

Wifouten doute it may stonden so 

The answere of" fis lete I to diuines 

Buf wel I wof faf in fis world gret pyne is 1324 

Alias I see a serpent" or a Jeef* 

That" many a trewe man ha}) do mesoMef' 

Gon af his large and wher him lisf may turne 

Buf 1 moot-* ben in pn'son furgh Saturne 1328 

And eek" Jjurgh luno lalous and eek" wood 

That" haj) destroyed wel neyh al pe Wood [leang, back] 

Of" Thebes with his waste walles wide 

And venus sleef me on faf ojjer syde 1332 

ffor lalousye and fere of" him Arcite 

% Now wil I stynte of" Palamon alite 

And laf him in his prison stiUe dweUe 

And of- Arcite for]) I wil jou telle 1336 

The somer passej) and J)e nightes longe 

Eneresceth douWe wise fe peynes stronge 

Bofe of Jie loner and of" jie prisoner 

I nof which haJ) Jje wofuller myster 1340 

ffor schortly for to sein of" Palamon 

Perpetuelly is dampned to prison 

In cheynes and in fettres to fe ded 

And arcite is exiled vp his hed 1344 

ffor enermore as ouf of faf contre 

Ue neiier he ne schal his lady se 

V yow loners aske I now fis question 

Who hajj fe wors arcite or Palamon 1348 

Thaf oon may seen his lady day by day 

Buf in prison moot* he duellen ay 

Thaf ofer wher him lisf may ride or go 

Buf seen his lady schal he neuer mo 1352 

ISTow dimneth as 30U lisf faf 30 can 

ffor I wol telle forth as I bigan 

[N'o gap in the M8.] 



GROUP A. § 3. knight's tale. Petworth. MS. 3& 

Wiji outen doute if may stonden soo 

The answere of J>is lete I to dyuynes 

Buf wel I wote faf m jjis world! gref pyne es 1324 

IT Alias I se a serpenf or a theef [leaf 19] 

]>at mony an trewe man ha|) done meschief 

Goon af his large and where hym Hst may tuv'n.e 

But I- mote bene m pnson jjorgB Saturne 1328 

And eke forghe luno lalous and eke wode 

fat haJ) destroied wel nygh al Jje blode 

Of Thebes wif his waaste walles wide 

And Venus sleej) me on faf ofer side 1332 

ffor lalousy and fere of him Arcite 

Now wil I stinte of Palamon a lite 

And laf hym m his pnson stiUe dwelle 

And of Arcite for]) I wil jowe telle 1336 

The somer passej) and fe nyjtes longe 

Encresceji double wise, fe peynes stronge 

Bofen of Je loner and of J)6 prisoner 

I nof whiche hap pe woofuUer' myster* 1340 

ffor shortely for to seyn of fis Palamon 

Pej-petuelly is dampned to pnson 

In cheynes and [in] fettres to ]>& dede 

And Arcite is exiled Tp[on] is hede 1344 

ffor euermore as ouf of J)af cuntre 

Ne neuere ne shal his lady see 

51 3ow louyers aske I now fis question 

Who haJ) J)e wors Arcite or Palamon 1348 

Thaf oon may se his lady day by day 

But m Prison mot he dwelle alway 

Thaf oper wher hym lisf may ride and goo 

Buf seen his lady shal he neuer moo 1352 

Now devyne]) as 30U lisf ))at je can 

ffor I wil telle forjj as I byganne 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 39 

Wif-owten doute it male stonden soo 

The ansewere of J>is lette .1. to dyuines 

Bot wele .1, wote jsat in fis werlde grete peine es 1324 

Alas .1. see a serpent or a pef 

That mony a trewman haJ) done meschief 

Gone att his large and where him list maie turne 

Bot .1. most be m prison Jjoruhe Saturne 1328 

An eke foruhe luno lalous and eke wode 

That ha])e destruyde nyhe al pe blode 

Of Thebes wif his waste waUes wide 

And venus fiiej? me on ])at opere side 1332 

ffor lalousie and fere of him Arcite 

^ Nowe wU .1. stinte of Palamon a lite 

And lat him in his pnsone stUle dwelle 

And of Arcite forpe .1. will 3owe telle 1336 

The somer passej) and pe nihtes longe 

EncresetB. dowble wise J)e peynes stronge 

Bo])6 of J)e louere and Jje pnsonere 

.1. note wiche hape Ipe wofuller myster 1340 

ffor schortelye for to seine ))is Palamon 

Perpetuely is dampned to prison 

In chynes arid fettres to ])e dede 

And Arcit is eroilede vpon his hede 1344 

ffor euere more as oute of put Cuntre 

Ne neuere ne schal his lady see . 

If 3owe louiers .1. aske J)is questione [leaf is] 

Who ha]) pe wers Arcite or Palamone 1348 

The one maie se his lady . daie be daie 

Bot m prison he most dwel alweie 

The to])ere where him liste Maie ride or goo 

Bote sene his lady schal he neuer moo 1352 

Nowe deme]) as jowe liste pat 36 canne 

ffor .1. wil tel forpe as .1. be-ganne 

[No gap in the MS.] 
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40 GEO0P A. § 2. knight's talb. Ellesmere MS. 

U Sequifcur pars secunda f5) 

tian. tliat Arcite / to Thebes comen was 
fful ofte a day / he swelte and seyde alias 1356 
ffor seen his lady / shal he neuere mo 
And shortly / to concluden al his "wo 
So muche sorwe / hadde neuere creature 
That is / or shal / whil fat the world may dure 1360 

His slepe / his mete / his drynke / is hjm huaff 
That lene he wexeth / and drye as is a shaft 
Hise eyon holwe / and gnsly to hiholde 
His hewe falow / and pale as Asshen colde 1364 

And solitane he was / and euere allone 
And waiHynge al the nyghf makynge his mone 
And if he herde / song^ or Instrument" 
Thanne 'wolde he wepe / he myghte nat be stent* 1368 

So feble eek were hise spiritz and so lowe 
And chaunged so / that no man koude knowe 
His spechenor his voys / though men it herde 
And m his geere / for al the world he ferde 1372 

Nat oonly / lik the loueris maladye Deans, back] 

Of Hereos / but rather lyk Manye % Mama 

Engendred / of humour malencolik' 

Biforn his owene Celle fantastik* 1376 

And shortly / turned was al vp so doun 
Bothe habit / and eek disposioioun 
Of hym this woful louere daun Arcite 
IT What sholde I / al day of his wo endite 1380 

Whan he endured hadde / a yeer or two 
This crueel torment* and this peyne and woo 
At Thebes in his contree / as I seyde 
Vp on a nyght / m sleepe as he hym leyde 1384 

Hym thoughte / how thaf the wynged god Mereurie 
Biforn hym stood / and bad hym to be muiie 
His slepy yerde / in hond he bar vprigBte 
An hat he werede / vp hise hens brighte 1388 

ELLESMEEE 40 



40 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 



f Whan jiat Arcite / to Thebes comen was 

fful ofte a day / he swelte / and seyde alias 1356 

ffor seen his lady / shal he neuere mo 

And shortly / to concluden al his wo 

So muohel sorwe / hadde neuere creature 

That IS or shal / whil ]>at the world may dure 1360 

IT His sleepe / his mete / his drynke / is hym biraff 

That leene he weex / and drye as is a shaft* 

Hise eyen holwe / and grisly to biholde 

His hewe falow / and pale as asshen colde 1364 

And solitane he was / and euere alloone 

And waillynge al the nyghf. makynge his moone 

And if he herde / soong* or Instrnmenf 

Thanne wolde he wepe / he myghte nat be stenf 1368 

So feble eek were his spiritz / and so lowe 

And chaunged so / fat no man koude knowe 

His speche / nor his voys / thogh men it herde 

And m his gere / for al the world he ferde 1372 

JSTat oonly / lyk the loueris maladye 

Of Hereos / but rather lyk Manye Mama 

Engendred / of humour malencolyk" 

Biforn his Celle fantastyk* 1376 

And shortly / turned was / al yp so down 

Bothe habit* and eek disposicioun 

Of hym / this woful louere daun Arcite 

^ What sholde I al day / of his wo endite 1380 

Whanne he endured hadde / a yeer / or two 

This cruel torment* and this peyne and wo 

At Thebes m his contree / as I seyde [leaf w, teck] 

Vp on a nyghf m sleep / as he hym leyde 1384 

Hym thoughte / how fat the wynged god Mercurye 

Biforn hym stood / and bad hym to be murye 

His slepy yerde / m honde he bar vp righte 

An hat he wered / rp on his herys bnghte 1388 

HENGWaT 40 



49 GEoup A. § 2. knight's tale. Cafiibridf e MS. 



[FAST II. No gap in the MS.] 

Whan that Arcyte to thebes comyn was 
fful ofte a day he swelte & seyde alias 1356 

ffor sen hese lady schal he neuere mo 
And schortly to concludyn al hese wo 
So meche sorwe hadde neuere creature 
That is or schal whil that fe world may dure 1360 

Hese slep hese mete // hese drynk is hym beraft onso.bk] it. 26, ar. 
That lene he wex / & dreye as is a schaft 

Hese eyne holwe / & gresely to beholde • iv. as. 

Hese hewe falwe /& pale as'- asschen colde ims-.iater] 1364.iy.2r. 
And solitane he was / & euere alone 
And waylynge al the nyjt makynge hese mone 
And jif he herde song or mstrument 

Thanne my^te he wepe he myjte not be stent 1368 

So feble ek weryn hese spiritis & so lowe it. 29. 

And chauwgit so fat no man coude hym knowe 
Hese speche nor hese voys f ow men it herde 
And m hese ger for al the world he ferde 1372 

S"ot only lik the louere maladye 
Of hereos but rathere lyk manye 
Engenderid of humourys malencolik 
Be-fom hese owene selle fantastik 137G 

And schortly turned was al vp so douw 
Bothe abit & ek^ disposiciouw pek: uaer^ 

Of his this woful louere daun Arcite 

What schulde 1 of hese wo alday endji; 1380 

Whan he endured hadde a jer or to 
This crewel torment & this peyne & wo 
At thebes m his court as I seyde 

Vp on a ny^t iu slep as he hym leyde 1384 

Hym thoujte that the vengede god mercurye 
Be-fom hym stod & bad hym to be murye 
Hese slepi ^erde m hond he bar vp ryjt 
An hat he werede vp on hese herys bry^t 1388 

cambkidge 40 



40 GROUP A. §' 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 



40 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 



40 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 



[PART II. No gap in tJie MS.] 

Whan faf arcite to Thebes comen was 

iful ofte a day he swelte and saide alias 1356 

ffor seen his lady schal he neuere mo 

And schortly to ooncluden al his wo 

So mochel sorwe hadde neuer creature 

Thaf IS 01 sohal whil faf fe world may dure 1360 

His sleep his mete . his drmk' is him by-raff 

That lene he wex and drye as is a schaff 

His yghen holwe grisly to biholde 

His hewe falwe and pale as ayssche colde 1364 

And solitane he was and euer allone 

And waylyng* al Jje nighf makyng' his mone iieaf 20] 

And ifi he herde song* or instrument 

Than wolde he weepe he mighte noughf be stent" 1368 

So fable were his spiritz and he lowe 

And chaunged so fat" no man coujje knowe 

His speche nojjer his voys Jjough men it herde 

And m his gere for al jse world he ferde / 1 372 

E'ot' comly lyk" to louers maladye 

Of* heres but rajier Kk' manye 

Engendred of humoMr maleneolik' 

Biforn his ceUe fantastic 1376 

And schortly tomed was al vp and doun 

Bo})6 habite and disposiciown 

Of him J)is woful louere daun arcite 

What" scholde I alday of his woo endite 1380 

Whan he endured hadde a 5eer or tuo 

This cruel torment and fis peyne and woo 

Af Thebes in his centre as I seyde 

Vpon a nighf in sleep as he him leyde 1384 

Him foughte faf fe wengede god mercurie 

Biforn him stood and bad him to be merie 

His sleepy 3erde m honde he bar vprighf 

An hatte he wered vppon his heeres bright" 1388 

CORPUS 40 



f Whan Jjat Arcite to Thebes commen was 

fful often a daie he swelf and seide alas 

ffor seen his lady shal he neuere moo 

And shortely to concluden aU his woo 

So mykel sorowe had neuere creature 

Jjat is or shal while faf fe world' may dure 

V His slepe his mete, his drink is hym byraff 

paf lene he wexej; and drye as is a shaft" 

His eyen holowe and grisly to bUiolde 

His hwe falowe and pale as asshen colde 

And solitarye he was and euer allone 

And waUlinge al pe nyjfr making his mone 

And if he herde songe or instrument 

Than wolde he wepe he myjt" not" stent" 

So feble eke were his spirites / and he lowe 

And chaunged so fat" no man can knowe 

His speche neifer his voys jjou^e men it herde 

And in his gere for al fe worlde he ferde 

!N"ot" comly liche to louers maladye 

Of heres but" rather like manye 

Engendred of humour malanooHke 

Byforn his celle fantastike 

And shortely turned was al yp and down 

Both habite and disposiciown 

Of him ])is wooful louer" Daine' Arcite 

What" shuld' I alday of his woo endite 

Whan he endured had a 3 ere or two 

This cruel torment and Jus peyn and woo 

At Thebes in his courte as I seide 

Vpon a nyghf m slepe as he hjm leide 

Hym JoT^f howe fat the wenged god Mercurye 

Biforn him stode and bad hym to be merye 

His slepy yeerde in honde he bare Tpri3f 

An hatte he wered vpon his heres bri3t" 

PETWORTH 40 
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1372 
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[1 or Dame] 

1380 



1384 



1388 



[PABT II. No gap in the MS.] 

^ Whan ])at Arcite to Thebes commen was 
fful often adaie he swelte and seide alas 
ffor seen his ladi schal he neuer moo 
And schortly to concluden al his woo 
So muche sorwe had neuer creature 
That IS or schaft whil Jiat J)e werde mai dure 
His slepe his mete his drmke is be-raft 
Jjat lene he wex and drie as is a schaft 
His yhe hollowe and gnsely to be-holde 
His hiew falowe and pale as asshe colde 
And soHtarie he was and euer a lone 
And weyleynge al ))e nyht makinge his mone . 
And if he herde songe or instrument 
Than wolde he wepe he myht nouht be stent 
So feble eke were his spretes and he lowe 
And Chaungede so Jiat noman coujje knowe 
His speche nor his voice fouhe men hit herde 
And in his gere for al jie werlde he ferde 
ISot comly lyke to louers maledye 
Of heres hot rajjer like manye 
Engenderd of humor malancolike 
Be-forne his celle ifantastike 
And scortly torned was al vp and downe 
Bojie Abite and disposiciowne 
Of him Jiis woful louer dame Arcite 
IT Wat schold .1. al daie of his wo endite 
Whan he endured had a jere or two 
This cruel torment and J)is peine and woo 
As Thebes m his Centre as .1. seide 
Vpon a nyhte on slepe as he him leide. 
Him Jjouht howe Jiat venged god Mercurie 
Be-forne him stode and bad him to be merie 
His slepi 3erde m honde he bar vp riht 
An hatte he werede vpon his heres briht 
lansdowne 40 
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IV. 29. 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 41 

Arrayed vas this god / as I took keepe 

As lie -was / whan fat Argus took his sleepe 

And seyde hym thus / to Atthenes shaltou wende 

Ther is thee shapen / of thy wo an ends 1392 

And with that word / Arcite woot and sterte 

Now trewely / hou soore pat me smerte 

Quod he / to Atthenes / right now wol I fare 

ISTe for the drede of deeth / shal I nat spare 1396 

To se my lady / that I loue and serue 

In hire presence / I reoehe nat to sterue 

^ And -witJi that word / he caughte a greet Mirour 

And saugh / fat chaunged was al his colour 1400 

And saugh his visage / al m another kynde 

And right anon / it ran hjrm m his mynde 

That sith his face / was so disfigured 

Of maladye / the which he hadde endured 1404 

He myghte wel / if fat he bar hym lowe 

Lyue m Atthenes / eueremoore vnknowe 

And seen his lady / wel ny day hy day 

And right anon / he chaunged his array 1408 

And cladde hym / as a poure laborer 

And al allone / sane oonly a Squier 

That know his priuetee / and al his cas 

Which was disgisod / pourely as he was 1412 

To Atthenes / is he goon the nexte way 

And to the courf he wente yp on a day 

And at the gate / he profreth his seruyse 

To drugge and drawe / what so men wol deuyse 1416 

And shortly / of this matere for to seyn 

He fil in office / with a Chamherleyn 

The which fat dwellynge was with Emelye 

ffor he was wys / and koude soone espye 1420 

Of euery seruant which that senieth here tieat2o] 

Wel koude he / hewen wode / and water here 

ifor he was yong / and myghty for the nones 

And ther to / he was long / and big* of bones 1424 

ELLESMERE 41 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Heag-m-t MS. 41 

Arrayed was tins god / as he took keepe 

As he was / whan fat Argus took his sleepe 

And seyde hym thus / to Atthenes shaltow wende 

Ther is thee shapen / of thy wo an ende 1392 

^ And with that word / Arcite wook and sterte 

E"ow trewely / how sore fat me smerte 

Quod he / to Atthenes right now wol I fare 

JSTe for the drede of deeth / shal I nat spare 1396 

To se my lady / fat I loue and serue 

In hir presence / I recche nat to sterue 

IT And witli that word / he caughte a greet Mirowr 

And saugh / fat chaunged was al his colour 1400 

And saugh his visage / al m another kynde 

And right anoon / it ran hym m his mynde 

That sith his face / %vas so disfigured 

Of maladie / the which he hadde endured 1404 

He myghte wel / if fat he bar hym lowe 

Lyue m Atthenes / eueremoore vnknowe 

And seen his lady / wel ny / day by day 

And right anoon / he chaunged his array 1408 

And cladde hym / as a poure laborer 

iind al aUone / saue oonly a Squyer 

That knew his pryuetee / and al his cas 
Which was disgised / pourely as he was 1412 

To Atthenes / is he goon / the nexte way 
And to the Court* he wente vp on a day 
And at the gate / he profreth his seruyse 
To drugge and drawe / what so men wol deuyse 1416 

f And shortly / of this matere / for to seyn 
He fil m office / with a Chambreleyn 
The which / fat dwellyng w^as with Emelye 
ffor he was wys / and koude soone espye 1420 

Of euery seruanf which fat serueth here 
Wel koude he / hewen wode / and water here 
ffor he was yong* and myghty for the nones [isaf^n] 

And ther to / he was strong* and byg* of bones 1424 

hengwet 41 



IV. 38. 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 41 

Arayed was f i« god as he tok kep Tesetde. 

As he was whan that Argus tok hese slep 

And seyde hy?;i thus to Athenys schat f ou wywde 

There is the schapyn of thi wo an ende 1392 

And with that word Arcyte wok & styrte 

!N"ow trewely how sore that me smerte 

Quod he tathenys / rygh now wele I fare 

Ife for the dred of deth schal I not spare 1396 

To se myn lady that I loue & serue [leaf isy 

In here iDresence I rekke not to sterue 

And with that word he caujte a gret myroar 

And saw that schauwged was al hese colowr 1400 

And say hese vesage al in anof er kynde 

And ry^t a-non It ran hym in hese mynde 

That sithe hese face was so disfyguryd 

Of maledye whiche he hadde endured 1404 

He my3te wel jif that he bar hym lowe 

Leuyn m athenys euere more onknowe 

And sen hese lady wel ney day be day 

And ryjt a-non he chauwgede hese aray 1408 

And cladde hym as a pore labourer 

And al alone saue only a squyer 

That knew hese preuyteis & al hese cas 

Whiche was disgised porely as he was 1412 

Tatthenys is he gon f e nexte way 

And to the court he wente vp-on a day 

And at the gate he proferyth hese seruyse 

To drogge & drawe what so men wolde deuyse 1416 

And schortly of this mater for to seyn 

He fil m oifys with a chaiiwbyrleyn 

The wluche that dwellynge was with emalye 

ffor he was wys.fe coude sone aspie 1420 

Of euery seruaujjt whiche that seruyth here 

Wel coude he hewyn wode & watyr here 

ffor he was jong & niyjty for the nonys 

And fe?-to he was long & big of bonys 1424 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 41 group A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 



Arrayed was fis god as he took" keepe 

As lie -was -wliaii jiaf argus took" his sleepe 

And seyde him jjus to Athenes sohalf ])ou wende 

Ther is fe schapen of" Jji wo an ende 

And -with faf word areite wook" and starts 

Now trewely how sore faf me smerte 

Quod he to Athenes righfr now wol I fare 

E'e for fe drede of dej) schal I noughf spare 

To see my lady faf I loue and seme / 

In hire presence I ne recche noujf to sterue / 

And with fiaf word he caughte a gret mirour 

And saugh Jiaf channged was al his colour 

And saugh his visage al m anofer kmde 

And right* anon if ran him in his mynde 

Than sifen his face was so disfigured 

Of maladie fe which he hadde endured 

He mighte wel if f afr he har him lowe 

Lyue m Athenes eueremore vnknowe / 

And seen his lady wel neigh day by day 

And righf anon he changed his array 

And cladde him as a poure laborer 

And al aUone saf oonly a squier 

Thaf knew his priuete and al pe caas 

■Which was desgised pouerly as he was 

To Athenes is he gon pe nexte way 

And to pe courte he wente rpon a day 

And atte gate he profred his senuse 

To dmgge and drawe whaf so men wol deuise 

And schortly of pis matier for to sem 

He fiUe in office with a chamhurlein / 

The which paf was dweUyng* with Emelye 

ffor he was wys and sone coupe aspye 

Of euery seruant" which paf seruep here 

Wel coupe he hewen woode and water here 

ffor he was yong< and mighty for pe nones 

And perto he was strong* and higge of bones 
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Araied was pis god as he toke kepe 

As he was whan pat Argus toke his slepe 

And seide him pus to Athenes shalt pou wende 

1392 Ther is pe shapen of pi woo an ende 

And wip paf worde Aroite woke and stert 
ISTowe trewly howe sore pat euer me smert 
Quod he to Athenes nowe wil I fare 

1396 N"e for pe drede of depe shal I not spare 
To see my lady paf I loue and serue 
In her presence I ne recche pough I sterue 
And wip paf word he kaughf a grete myro«w 

1400 And seegh pat chaunged was al his colowr 
And seegh his visage al m anoper kmde 
[leaf 20, back] And righf anon if ranne him m his mynde 
That sipen his face was so disfigured 

1404 Of malady pe which he had endured 

He myghte wel if paf he bare hym lowe 
Lyue m Athenes euermore vnknowe 
And seen his lady wel nye day be day 

1408 And righf anon he chaunged his aray 
And clad him as a poor labore[er] 
And [al] alon sauf oonly a sqwiere 
Thaf knewe his pnuete and al his caas 

1412 Whiohe was disgised poorly as he waas 
To Athenes is he gon pe nexte way 
And to pe courte he wenf vpon a day 
And at pe gate he profered his seruyse 

1416 To di'ugge and drawe whaf so men wil deuise 
And shortely of pis mater forto seyii 
He felle in office wip a chamberleyfl 
The whiche pat was dwelling* wip Emelye 

1420 ffor he was wise and sone coupe aspye 

Of euery seruawnte which pat seruep here 
Wel coupe he hewen wode and water' here 
ffor he was yonge and myghty for pe nonys 

1424 And perto he was stronge and bigge of bonys 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 41 

Arraide was pis god as as he toke kepe 

As he was whan pat Argus toke his slepe 

And seide him pus to Athenes pow schalt wende [leaf is, back] 

Where is pe schapen of pi woo an ende 1392 

T[ And wip pat worde Areite woke and sterte 

How trewli how sore pat me smerte 

Q,uod he to Athenes riht nowe wil .1. fare 

ITe for pe drede of depe schal .1. nouht spare 1396 

To se my lady pat .1. loue and serue 

In hire presence .1. reche not to sterue 

And wip pat worde he cauht a grete Mirroure 

And sauhe pat chaunged was al his coloure 1400 

And sauhe his vesage al m anoper kmde 

And riht anone it ran him m his mynde 

That Sep his face was so disfigurede 

Of pe Maledy whiche he had endurede 1404 

He myht wele if pat he bare him lowe 

Leue m Athenes euer more vnknowe 
An seen his lady wel ny day be daye 

And riht anone he chaunged his Arayo 1 408 

And clad him as poure laborere 

An al alone sane onely o swiere 

That knewe his priuete and al his case 

Whiche was disgised pouerly as he was 1412 

To Athenes is gone pe next waye 

And to pe courte he went vpon a daye 

And att pe gate he proferd his seruyse 

To drugge and drawe what so men wil deuise 1416 

And schortly of pis mater for to seine 

He fel in office wip a chamburleme 

The whiche pat was dwellinge wip Emelye 

ffor he was wise and sone coupe aspye 1420 

ffor euery seruant whiche pat seruep here 

Wele coupe he hewen wode and water here 

ffor he was jonge and myhti for pe nones 

And per-to he was stronge aiM briht of bones 1424 
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42 GROUP A. § 2. knight's talb. Ellesmere MS, 

To doon / tliat any wigRt / kan hym deuyse 

A yeer or two / lie was in this serayse 

Page of tlie ohambre / of Emelye tlie brigWe 

And Philostrate / he seyde fat he highte 

But half / so wel / biloued a man as he 

ITe was ther neuere in Court' of his degree 

He was so gentil of his oondioioun 

That thurghont al the Conrf was his venomi 

They seyden / that it were a charitee 

That Theseus / wolde euhauncen his degree 

And ptitten hym / m worshipful seruyse 

Ther as he myghte / his vertu excercise 

And thus / with Inne a while / his name is spronge 

Bothe of hise dedes / and his goode tonge 

That Theseus / hath taken hym so neer 

That of his chambre / he made hym a Sqmer 

And gaf him gold / to mayntene his degree 

And eek* men broghte hym / out of his contree 

ffrom yeer to yeer / ful pryuely his rente 

But honestly / and slyly he it spente 

That no man wondred / how fat he it hadde 

And thre yeer m this wise / liis lif he ladde 

And bar hym so / m pees / and eek ia werre 

Ther was no man /fat Theseus hath derre 

And m this bHsse / lete I now Arcite 

And speke I wole / of Palamon a Hte 

IIST derknesse and horrible / and strong prison 
Thise seuen yeer / hath seten Palamon 
fforpyned / what for wo / and for distress© 
Who feeleth / double soor heuynesse 
But Palamon / that loue destreyneth so 
That wood out of bis wif he goth for wo 
And eek ther to / he is a prisoner 
Perpetuelly / noght oonly / for a yer 
^ Wlio koude ryme m englyssB proprely 
His martirdom / for sothe it am nat I . 
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42 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 

To doon / what any wighf kan hym deuyse 
A yeer / or two / he was m this seruyse 
Page of the chambre / of EmeHe the brighte 
And Philostrate / he seyde fat he highte 1428 

^ But half so wel biloued a man / as he 
Ne was ther neuere m Court" of his degree 
He was so gentil / of condiciori) 

That thurgh out al the Courf was his renon) 1432 

They seiden / fat it were a charitee 
That Theseus / wolde enhauncen his degree 
And putten hym / m worshipful seruyse 
Ther as he myghte / his vertu excercise 1436 

And thus with Inne a while / his name is spronge 
Bothe of his dedes / and bis goode tonge 
That Theseus / hath taken hym so ner 
That of his chambre / he made hym a Squier 1440 

And gaf hym gold / to mayntene his degree 
And eek men broghte hym / out of his contree 
ffro yeer to yeer / ful pryuely his rente 
Buf honestly / and sleiglily / he it spente 1444 

That no man wondred / how fat he it hadde 
And thre yeer in this wise / his lyf he ladde 
And bar hym so / m pees / and ek m werre 
Ther was no man / that Theseus hath derre 1448 

And m this blisse / lete J now Arcite 
And speke I wole / of Palamon ahte 
V In derknesse / and horrible / and strong* pn'son) 
This seuen yeer / hath seten Palamon) 1452 

fforpyned / what for wo / and for tiistresse 
WTio feeleth / double soor / and heuynesse 
But Palamon / that loue destreyneth so 
That wood out of his wit" he gooth for wo 1456 

And eek ther to / he is a prisoner 
Perpetuelly / nat oonly for a yer 
Who koude ryme / m englissh proprely 
His martirdom / for sothe it am noght I^ 1460 
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42 SEOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 

To don that ony with can hym deuyse 

A jer or too he was m f is seruyse 

Page of the chaumbere of emale f '^ bryjt 

And philostrate he seyde fat he hy3t 

But half so wel be-louyd a man as he 

Ke was there neuer m court of hese degre 

He was so Tentyl of condiciouH 

That f OMr-out al the court was hese renoun 

They seydyn that it were a chaiite 

That Thesyus wolde enhaunsyn hese degre 

And puttyn hym m worschepful seruyse 

There that he myjte hese vertue excercise 

And f us wit7t-inne a while his name is sprowge 

Bothe of hese dedis & hese goode tunge 

That Thesma hath takyn hym so ner 

That of hese chaumbere he made hym a squyer 

And jaf hym gold to mejmtene his degre 

And ek men brou^tyn hym out of hese cuntre 

ffrom jer to ^er ful pniiyly hese rente 

But onestly & slyly he it spente 

That no man wonderede how fat he it hadde 

And tlire jer m this wise his lyf he ladde 

And bar hym so in pes & ek m werre 

Ther was no man that thesyus hath derre 

And in this blisse lete I now arcite 

And speke I wele of palamouw a lite 

In derknesse & horrible & strong prjsoum 

This seuene 3er hath setyn palamouw 

ffor-pynyd what for wo & for distresse 

Who feleth doubble sorwe & heuynesse 

But palamouw fat loue distreynyth so 

That wod of hese wit he goth for wo 

And ek f erto he is a presouwner 

Perpetuelly not only for a jer 

Who coude ryme in englys properly 

His marterdam for sothe it am' not I 
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42 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 

To doon ]3af eny wighf lum can denyse 

A yeer or tuo lie -was in Jus seruise 

Page ofi Jje Chambre of Emelye fe brighte 

And PMlostraf he seyde fat he highte 1428 

IT But" halfi so wel hyloned aman as he 

ISe -was ]>er neuer in courf of" his degre 

He vas so gentU of condiciown 

Thaf furgh ouf al the coiirf was his renown 1432 

Thei seide faf if were a charite 

Thaf Theseus wolde enhaunce his degre 

And putten him in worsohipful seruise 

Ther faf he mighf his vertu excercise 1436 

And ])us withinne a while his name is spronge 

Bojje of hiB deedes and of" his goode tonge [leaf 21] 

Thaf Theseus haj) taken him so neere 

Thaf ofi his Chamhre he made him a squiere 1440 

And gafi him golde to mayntene his degre 

And eet men broughf Imn out of his contre 

ffro 3eer to jeer ful priuily his rente 

Buf honestly and sleighly he it spente 1444 

Thaf no man wondred how faf he it hadde 

And J)re jeer m fis wise his Hf he ladde 

And bar him so m pees and eet m werre 

Ther was no man faf Theseus haji derre 1448 

And m fis bhsse lete I now arcite 

And speke I wol of Palamon alite 

^ In derknesse and horrible and strong) pn'sofi 

This seuene jeer haji seten Palamon 1452 

fforpyned whaf for woo and for distresse 

Who feleth double sore and heuynesse 

Buf Palamon faf loue drenchejj so / 

Thaf wood ouf of" his wif he gof for wo 1456 

And eek? fer to he is a prisoner 

Perpetuelly nof O'only for a jeer 

Who coufe ryme in englissh p7-opurly 

His martirdom for sofe it am nof I 1 460 
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42 GBOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 

To done Jiat eny wijf him can deuise 

A jeer or two he was m fis seruyse 

Page in fe Chambre of Emely f e brijt 

And Philostrate he seide fat he hijf 1428 

Buf half so wel biloued a man as he 

!N"e was f er neuer m courte of his degre 

He was ■ [so] gentil of Condiciown 

f af f orowe out al f e courf was his renown 

Thei seide f af if was a charite 

Thaf theseus wolde enhaunce his degre 

And putten hym m worshipful seruyse 

f er as he myghf his vertue exercise 

And f us wif m a while his name is spronge 

Bothen of his dedes and of his good tonge 

Thaf Theseus haf taken hym so nere 

fat of his chambere he made hym a squyere 1440 

And jaue him gold' to meyntene his degre 

And eke men broujf hy)» ouf of his cuntre 

ffro jere to jere ful pnuely his rente 

Buf honestly and sleijly he if spente 1444 

Thaf no man wondred how f af he it hadde 

And thre jere in f is wise his lif he ladde 

And bare hym so in pees and eke in werre 

fer is no man faf Theseus hatfi. derre 1448 

And m f is blisse lete I nowe Arcite' 

And speke I wil of Palamon a lite 

IT In derknesse in horrible and strong< prison 

This vij. jere hath sitten Palamon 1452 

ffor-pyned whaf for woo and for distresse 

Who feleth double soor anjj hevynesse 

But Palamon faf loue destreynef so 

Thaf wode ouf of his wif he gof for woo 1456 

And eke f erto he is a pn'sonere 

Perpetuelly nof oonly for a jere 

Who cowde ryme in englissB proprely 

His martierdome for sof it am nof I 1460 
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42 GBOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

To done fat any whit him can devise 
A jere or two he was m f is se)iuse 
Page of f e chambere of Emely f e briht 
And Philostrat he seide fat he hiht 
Bot halfe so wele be-loued a man as he 
!N"e was fere neuer in Courte of his degre 
He was so gentil of condici'oMne 
That f oruhe-owte al f e courte was his renoune 
Thei seide fat it were a charite 
That Theseus wolde en-haunse his degre 
And putten him in worschip-ful seruise 
There as he myht his vertue exercise 
And f us wif-inne a while his name is spronge 
Bof e of his dede aiid his good tonge 
That Theseus haf e taken him so nere 
That of his chambre ho maade him a swiere 
And jaue him gold to mamteigne his degre 
And eke men brouht him oute of his contre 
ffro jere to jere so pn'uely his rente 
But onestly and sleyhtly . he it spente 
fat noman wondred howe fat he it hadde 
A.nd f rei jere in f is wise his lif he ladde 
And bare hun so m pees and eke in werre 
There was no man fat Theseus hathe derre 
And m f is blisse let .1. nowe Arcite 
And speke .1. witt of Palamon a lite 
IT In derkenes and horrible and stronge pn'sone 
Jjis seuen jere haf e siten Palamone 
ifor-pined whate for wo and for destresse 
Who felef double sore and heumesse 
Bot Palamon fat loue destreynef so 
That woode owte of his witte he gof for wo 
And eke f ere-to he is a prisoner 
PerpetueUy not onely for a jere 
Who couf e rime m Englisshe propurly 
His martirdome for sof e it am not .1. 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. EUesmere MS. 43 

Therfore I passe / as lightly as I may 
^ It fel / tliat m the seuenthe yer m May 
The thridde nyghf as olde Ibookes seyn 
That al this stone / tellen moore pleyn 1464 

Were it* by auenture or / destynee 
As whaiL a thyng is shapen / it shal be 
That soone after the mydnygfcf Palamou) 
By helpyngi of a freend / brak his pnson 1468 

^ And fleeth the Citee / faste as he may go [leaf 20, back] 

ifor he hade yeue / his gayler drynke so 
Of a Clarree maad / of a certeyn wja 
Of itfercotikes / and Opie of Thebes fyn t Opium Thebaicum. 
That al that nyghf thogB fat men wolde hi??2 shake 
The gayler sleepe / he myghte nat awake 
^ And thus he fleeth / as faste as euere he may 
The nyg&t was short" and faste by the day 1476 

That nodes cost" he moot hym seluen hyde 
And til a groue / faste ther bisyde 
WitJi dredeful foof thanne stalketh Palamon 
ffor shortly / this was his opinion) 1480 

That m that groue / he woldo hym hyde al day 
And m the nyght / thanne wolde he take his way 
To Thebes ward / his freendes for to preye 
On Theseus / to helpe him to werreye 1484 

And shortly / outher he wolde lese his lif 
Or wynnen Emelye / vn to his wyf 
This IS theffeof and his entente pleyn 
^ K"ow wol I tume / to Aroite ageyn 1488 

That litel wiste / how ny fat was his care 
TU fat ffortune / had broght hiw in the snare 
-TThe bisy larke / messager of day 

-*- Salueth m hir song / the morwe gray 1492 

And firy Phebus / nseth vp so bnghte 
That al the Orient) laugheth of the ligBte 
And with hise stremes / dryeth m the greues 
The siluer dropes / hangynge on the leues 1496 

ELLESMEKE 43 



GEOUP A. § 3. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 43 

Ther fore I passe / as lightly / as I may 
f It fil / fat / m that Seuenthe yeer of May 
The thridde nyghf . as olde bokes seyn Deaf ao.iack] 

That al this stone / tellen moore pleyn 1464 

"Were it by auenture / or destynee 
As whan a thyng is shapen / it shal be 
That soone after the mydnyghf Palamon) 
By helpyng of a freend / brak his prison) 1468 

And fleeth the Citee / faste as he may go 
ffor he hadde yeue / his Gailler drynke so 
Of a Clarree / maad of certeyn wyn 1471 

With Kercotikes / and opye / of Thebes fyn // Opium Thebaicum. 
That al that nyghf . thogh fat men wolde hym shake 
The Gailler sleepe / he myghte noght awake 
% And thus he fleeth / as faste as euere he may 
The nyght was shorf and faste by the day 1476 

That nodes cosf he moste hym seluen hyde 
And til a groue / faste ther bisyde 
With dreedful foof thanne stalketh Palamon) 
ffor shortly / this was his opynyon) 1480 

That m that groue / he wolde hym hyde al day 
And in the nyghf thanne wolde he take his way 
To Thebesward / his freendes for to preye 
On Theseus / to helpe hym to werreye 1484 

And shortly / outher he wolde lese his lyf" 
Or wynnen Emelie / yn to his wyf 
This IS theffecf and his entente pleyn 
^ ISTow wol I tume / to Aroite ageyn 1488 

That Utel wiste / how neigh fat was his care 
Til fat fibrtune / hadde broght hym / in the snare 
If The bisy larke / messager of day 

Salueth in hir song" the morwe gray 1492 

And firy Phebus / nseth vp so brighte 
That al the Orienf . laugheth of the lighte 
And w/t7i his stremes / dryeth in the greues 
The siluer dropes / hangynge on the leues 1496 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 43 

Therfore I passe as lyjtely as I may Teseiae. 

It fel that m the seuynte jer In may 

The thi'edde nyjt as olde bokys seyn 

That al this story tellyn more & pleyn 1464 

Were it by auenture or destene 

As whan a f yng is schapyn it schal be 

That sone aftyr the mydny3t palamoum ^ ^s.? 

Be helpyng of a frend brak hese presoun 1468 

And fleth the cete faste as he may go [leaf iss] 

ffor he hadde jouyn hese gayler dronkyn so 

Of a clarre mad of certeyn wyn 

With nertotikes & opie of Thebes fyn 1472 

That al that ny3t though fat men wolde hjm schake 

The gayler slep he my3te not wake 

And f us he fleth as faste as eue;"e he may 

The ny^t was schort & faste by the day 1476 

That nedis cost / he muste hjm seluyw hide 

And tyl a groue faste fere besyde 

With dredful fot f arane stalkyth palamouw 

ffor schortely fis was hese oj)y7inyou7?, 1480 

That in fat groue he muste hjm hide alday 

And m the nyjt f arane wolde he take his way 

To thebesward hese frendis for to preye 

On Thesyns to helpe hym for to werye 1484 

And schortly of er he wolde lese^ hese lyf [i ^ ms. lefe] 

Or wywnyn emelye vn-to hese wyf 

This is thefiect & hese entente pleyn 

N'ow wele I turne vn-to Arcite ageyn 1488 

That lityl wiste how nygh that was hese care 

Tyl fat fortune hadde brought hym m.fat snare 

The besye larke messenger of the day 

Salueth m here song the morwe gray 1492 

And fery phebus ryseth vp so bryght 

That al the oryent laugheeth of f ' lyght 

And with hese stremys dreyeth in f " greuys 

The syluere dropis hangywge in the leuys 1496 

CAMBRIDGE 43 



1464 



1468 



1472 



GROUP A. § 3. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 43 

Ther fore I passe als ligttly as I may 

^ If felle Jiaf in Jje seuenfe 3er of' may 

The Jjndde luglif as olds bokes sem / 

Thaf als Jjis stone teUef more plem 

"Were if by auenture or destinee 

As whan a Jjing* is schape it scbal be 

Thaf gone after fe mydnyghf Palamon 

By helpyngi of a frende brat prison 

And flej) fe cite faste as be may goo 

ffor hadde yeue his gaiUer drunke soo 

Ofi a clarre maad of* a certeyn wyn 

With nercotiks and opie of" Thebes fyn 

Thaf al faf nighf fough faf men wolde him schake 

Tbe gailler sleep he mighte nof awake [leaf 21, back] 

And Jius be fleeth as fasf as euer he may 

The nighf was sohorf and faste by fe day 1476 

Thaf needes cosf he mosf himselueii hyde 

And til a groue faste fer bisyde 

"With dredful foof fan stalkeji Palamon 

ffor schortly fis was his opinion 1480 

Thaf in faf groue he wolde him hide alday 

And m fe nighf fan wolde he take his way 

To Thebes-ward his frendes for to pray 

On Theseus to helpe him to werray 1484 

And schortly oufer he wolde leese his lif" 

Or wynnen Emely to his lonely wif" / 

This IS Jieffecte and his entente playn) 

^ Now wol I torne vnto arcite agayrD 1488 

Thaf litel wiste how neih faf was his care 

Til Jiaf fortune hadde kaughf him m his snare 

The besy larke messanger of day 

Salueth m hir song* Jie morwe gray 1492 

And fyry phebus risej) vp so brighf 

Thaf al fe orient laugheth oi' pe lighf 

And with his streemes drieth in Jje greues 

The seluir dropes hangyng^ m fe leeues 1496 

COKPTIS 43 



GEoup A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 43 

Therfor I passe as lijtly as I may 

IT It felle faf in fe vij. ^ere of May 

The .iij. nyghf as olde bokes seyn 

jjaf al ))is story teUeJ) more pleyfi 1464 

"Were it by auenture or be destynye 

As whan a fingi is shape if shal be 

That sone aftere the mydny3f Palamon 

By helpmge of a frende brak prison 1468 

And fleef fe Cite fasf as he may goo / ueaf 21] 

ffor he had ^eue his gaylere drink so 

Of a Clerrey made of a certeyn wyne 

Wip vercotiks and opy of Thebes fyne 1472 

faf al Jjaf ny^f fough fat men wold* hym shake 

fe GaUler sclepte and my^te nof awake 

^ And Jus he fleef as fast as euer he may 

fe nyjf was shorf and fast[e] by fe day 1476 

faf nedes cosf he mosf him self hiden 

And til a groue faste ther besiden 

"Wif dredful foote fan stalkef Palamon 

ffor shortely fis was his opynyofi 1480 

Thaf ia f af groue he wolde hym hide alday 

And m f e nyghf fan wolde he take his way 

To Thebes ward' his frendes forto prey 

On theseus to helpe hym to werrey 1484 

A[nd] shortely eif er he wold lese his lifP 

Or wynnen Emely to his lonely wiff" 

This IS f effeste and his entente pleyn 

II E"owe wil I tume vnto Arcite ageyn 1488 

Thaf litel wisf howe negB. f af was his care 

Til f af fortune had kaujf hym m his snare 

The bysy larke massagere of day 

Saluef in her songe f e niorowe gray 1492 

And ffiry Phebus nsef vp so bn3t 

f af al f e Orient laugheth of his sijf 

And wif his stremes drief in f e greues / 

The siluer dropes hongmg* in fe leues 1496 

PETWOKTH 43 



GEOup A. § 3. knight's tale, lansdowue MS. 43 

There-fore .1. passe al so lihtly as .1. maye 

^ It fel fat in f e seuent 3ere of maie 

The f ndde nyhte as holde bokes seme 

That aft fis story tellef more pleme 1464 

Were it be aventure or destanye , 

As whan a f mge is schape it schal bye 

Jjat sone after f e mydenyht Palamon 

Be helpmge of a frende brake prison 1468 

And fleeth f e Cite fast as he mai goo 

ffor he had gif his Gailer drinke soo 

Of a clarre maade of a certem wyne 

Wif nercotiks and opie of Thebes fyne 1472 

That al fat nyht f ouhe fat men wold him schake 

The Gaillere slepe he myht nouht awake . 

And fus he fliief as fast as euere he maie peafis.bacM 

The nyht was schort and fast be fe daie 1476 

That nedes coste he most hun self hiden 

And tU a groue faste fast fere be-siden 

Wif dredful fote fan stalkef Palamon 

ffor schort fis was hzs opmion 1480 

That in fat groue he wolde hun hide aldaie 

And m f e nyht fan wolde he take his waie 

To Thebes-warde his frendes for to praye 

On Theseus to helpe hmi to werreie 1484 

Or schortly he wolde lese his lif 

Ore wynnen Emely to his louely wif 

This IS f efecte and his entente pleine 

IT Now whiles tnrne we to Arcite a3eine 1488 

That litel wiste how nihe fat was his care 

Til fat fortone hadde cauht him m his snare 

The besi larke messagiere of daie 

Saluef m hir songe f e morwe greie 1492 

And firy phebus nsef vp so bright 

J3at al f e orient lawhef of f e sight 

And wif his streme drief in f e greues 

The siluer dropes hangemge on fe leues 1496 

LANSDOWNE 43 
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V 33. 



44 GEOTJP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere 

And Aroita / that is in the court Eoial 
With Theseus / his Squier principal 
Is risen / and looketh on the myrie day 
And for to doon / his obseruaunce to May 
Eemembrynge / on the poynt of his desir 
He on a Courser / startlynge as the fir 
Is riden in to the feeldes / hym to pleye 
Out of the Court" -were it a myle or tweye 
And to the groue / of which fat I yow tolde 
By auenture / his wey / he gan to holde 
To makon hym / a gerland / of the greues 
Were it of wodehynde / or hawethom leues 
And loude he song* ayeyn the sonne shene 
May / -vritli alle thy iloures and thy grene 
Wei come he thou / faire fresshe May 
In hope / fat I som grene gete may 
And from his courser / with a lusty herte 
In to a groue / ful hastily he sterte 
And m a path / he rometh vp and doun 
Ther as by auenture / this Palamon) 
Was in a bussB / that no man myghte hym se 
ffor soore aferd of his deeth / thanne was he 
1^0 thyng* ne knew he / that it was Aroite 
God woof he wolde haue trowed it ful lite 
But sooth IS seyd / go sithen many yeres 
That feeld hath eyen / and the wode hath eres 
It IS ful fair / a man to here hym euene 
ffor al day / meeteth men at vnset steuene 
fful litel woot Arcite of his felawe 
That was so ny / to herknen al his sawe 
ffor in the bussfi / he sitteth now ful stiUe 
IT Whan fat Arcite / hadde romed al his fille 
And songen al the roundel lustily 
In to a sttidie / he fil al sodeynly 
As doon thise loueres / in hir queynte geres 
Now m the crope / now doun in the breres 

EI/LESMEEE 44 
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44 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt 

And Arcita / that m the Court roial 
With Theseus / Squyer principal 
Is risen / and looketh on the murye day 
And for to doon / his. obseruanee to May 
Eemembrynge / on the point of his desir 
He on a Courser / startlynge as the fir 
Is riden m to the feldes / hym to pleye 
Out of the Courf . were it a myle / or tweye 
And to the groue / of which fat I yow tolde 
By auenture / his wey he gan to holde 
To maken hym / a gerland of the greues 
Were it of wodebynde / or hawethorn leues 
And loude he soong* . ayein the sonne shene 
May / with alle thy floures / and thy grene 
Wei come be thow / faire fresshe May 
In hope / fat I som grene gete may 
And from his courser / with a lusty herte 
In to the groue / ful hastily he sterte 
And m a path / he rometh vp and doun 
Ther as by auenture / this Palamon) 
Was in a bussfi / fat no man myghte hym. se 
ffor soore afered / of his deeth was he 
ISTo thyng knew he / fat it was Arcite 
God woof he wolde haue trowed it ful Ute 
But sooth is seyd / go sithen many yens 
That feeld hath eyen / and the wode hath erys 
It IS ful fair / a man to here hym euene 
ffor alday meeten men / at vnset steuene 
fful litel woot Arcite / of his felawe, 
That was so neigh / to herknen al his sawe 
ffor m the bussh / he sitteth now ful stOle 
IT Whan fat Arcite / hadde romed al his fille 
And songen al the roundel lustily 
In to a studie / he £1 sodeynly 
As doon thise louerys / in hir queynte gerys 
N"ow m the crope / now down m the brerys 
hengwet 44 



MS. 44 gboup a. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 

And arcita that is m f * court royal Teseioe 

With Theseus is squyer pryncypal 
Is resyn & lokyth on the merye day 
1600 And for to don hese obseruanee to may 1500 

Eemembrywge on the j^oynt of hese desyr 
He on a courser stertelynge as the fyr 
neafai] Is redyn m to y feldis hym to pleye 
1504 Out of the court were it a myle or tweye 1504 

And to y grene of wheche fat I 30W tolde Deaf 152, back] 

By auenture his weye he gan to holde 

To make hym a garlond of the greuys t ^ ^^ 

1508 Were it of wode-bynde or hawethorn leuys 1508 

And loude he song a-36n the suMne schene 
May -wiih alle thy?jne flourys & thymne grene 
Welcome be f ou fayre frosche may 
1512 111 liope fat I sum grene getyn may 1512 

And from hese courser yriih a lusty herte 
In-to the greue^ ful hastyleche he sterte i\ MS. aitmcCi 

And in a path he romede vp & doun 
1516 There as be auenture this palamoum 1516 

Was In a bosch that no man myjte hym se 
ffor sore ofered of hese death was he 
]Sre f yng ne knewe he that it was arcit 
1520 God wot he wolde a trowed it ful lite 1520 

But soth is seyd gon sithe manye 3erys 
That f e feld hath eyen & f e wode hath erys 
It is ful fayr a man to here hym euene 
1524 ffor al day metif men at vnset '^ stevene pnset: uteri 1524 
fful lityl wot arcyte of hese felawe 
That was so nygh to heryn of hese tale 
ffor in the bosch he sittyth now ful styUe 
1528 Whan fat Arcite hadde romede al hese fylle 1528 

And sungyn al the rouwdele lustyly 
In-to a stodye he fel sodeynly 
As don f ese louerys in here queynte geres 
1532 Ifow m the crop now douw in the brerys 1532 

CAMBBIDGE 44 



44 GROUP A. § 3. knight's tale. Corpas MS. 

And Aicita m Jie oourf roial 
WiJ) Theseus his squier principal 
Is rysen and lokejj on jje mery day 

And for to doon his ohseruance to may 1500 

Eemembryngi on fe poynf of his desir 
He on his courser stertyng^ as fe fir 
Is riden m to ]>e feeldes him to pleye 
Ouf of Tpe court" were if a myle or tweye 1504 

And to Jie groue of -which ]3at^ I 30U tolde 
By auenture his -weye he gan to holde / 
To maken him a garland of Jie greues 
"Were if of* woodebynde or hawethome leeues 1508 

And loude he song" ajem pe sonne scheene / 
May with alt Jii floures whiti and grene Oeaf 22] 

Welcome be jjou faire freisshe may 

I hope faf I som grene gete may 1512 

And from his courser with a lusty herte 
In to fe groue ful hastily he sterte 
And m a path he rometh vp and doiin 
Ther as by auenture of" ])is Palamon 1516 

Was m a busshe Jjaf no man migfif him see 
fful sore aferd of" his deth was he 
lN"o fing" ne knewe he Jjaf it was arcite 
God wot* he wolde haue trowed it ful lite 1 520 

But so]; IS seide go siffen many jeeres 
Thaf feeld haf yhen and Jie woode ha]) eeres 
If is ful fair a man to bere him euene / 
ffor alday meete]j men af ^msetf steuene 1524 

fful Utel woot arcite of his felawe 
Thaf was so neigh to herken of his sawe 
ffor m ])e husshe he sitteji now ful stiRe 
Whan faf arcite hadde Eomed aH his fille 1528 

And songen al fe Eoundel lustUy 
In to a studie he fel sodeinly 
As doon Jese louers in here queynte geeres 
Now in fe croppe and now doim in Jie hreeres 1532 

COKPTJS 44 



44 GROUP A. § 3. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 

IT And Arcita faf in Jie courte Eoyait 

With Theseus his squyer' pryncipatt 

Is risen and loke]j on J)6 mery day 

And forto don his obseruawnce to Maij 1600 

Eemembrmg' fe pomf of his desire 

He on his coursere sterting* as fe fire 

Is nden mto fe feeldes him to pley 

Ouf of fe courte were if a myle or twey 1504 

And to f e Groue of which fat I 30U tolde [leaf 21, tack] 

By auenture his way by-gon to holde 

And maken hym a garlond' of f e greues 

Were if of wodbynde or hawthorn leues 1508 

And loude he songe a3einst f e sonne shene 

May wif all f i iioures and f 1 grene 

Welcome be f owe faire fresshe May 

I hope fat I somme gTene gete may 1512 

And from his courser wif a lusty herte 

Into f 6 Groue ful hastely he sterte 

And in a path he romef vp and doun 

fer as by auenture of fis PalamoMn 1516 

Was in a busshe fat no man myjf hym see 

ffor soor afford' of his def was he 

IT ISTo f inge ne knewe he f af it was Areyte 

God wote he woM haue trowed it ful lite 1520 

Buf sof is seide goon sithen mony jeres 

Thaf feelde hath yen and f e wode haf eeres 

If IS ful faire a man to bere hym euene 

ffor alday meten men af vnsef steuene 1524 

fful Htel wote Arcite of his felawe 

f af was so nygh to harken of his sawe 

ffor m f e busshe he sittef now ful stiUe 

Whan faf Arcite had romed al his fille 1528 

And songen af the roundel lustely 

Into a stody he feUe sodeynly 

As don f ise louers in her queynt[e] geres 

!N"ow m f 6 croppe now down m fe breres 1532 

PETWOKTH 44 



44 GROUP A. § 3. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

And Arcita fat in f e courte roial 

Wif Theseus his swier pnncipal 

Is resen and lokef on f e mery daie 

And for to done his obseruance to maie 1500 

Eemembringe on f e pointe of his desire 

He on his coursere stertynge as fire 

Is reden to f e feldes him to pleie 

Owte of f 6 Court were it a meyle or tweye 1504 

And to f e groue of whiche as [I] 30W tolde 

Be aventur his weie he gan to holde 

To Maken him a garlonde of *f e greues | 

Were it of wodebinde or of heif ome leues 1508 

And loude he songe a-^em f e sonne schene 

Maie wif al f 1 floures and f 1 grene 

Welcom be f ou feire fresche Maie 

I. hop fat .1. sume grene get maie 1512 

And from his coursur wif a lusti herte 

In to f e groue ful hastely he sterte 

And m a paf e he romef vp and doune 

Thar as he aventur of fis Palamon 1516 

Was in a busshe fat no man miht him see Deaf 293 

ffor sore aferde of his def e was he 

No f mge knewe he fat it was Arcite 

God wote he wolde haue trowed it ful lite 1520 

Bot sof e is seide gon sif e many jeres 

That felde haf e yjen . and wode haf e eres 

It [is] ful faire a man to bere him euen 

ffor aldaie metef men att vn-sette steuen 1524 

fful litel wote arcite of his felawe 

}3at was so nyhe to herken of his sawe 

ffor m f e busche he sittef now ful stitt 

Whan fat Arcite had romede al his fitt 1528 

And songen al f e roundel lustely 

In to a stody he fel sodanly 

As done f es louers m hir queynte geres 

Nowe in fe crope nowe downe in fe breres 1532 

LANSDOWNE 44 



Teseide. 



IV. 62. 



GROUP A. § 3. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 45 

ISTow vp / now doun / as bokef m a welle 

EigBt as the fnday / soothly for to telle 

lHovr it shyneth / now it reyneth faste 

Eig&t so / kan geery Yenus ouer caste 1536 

The hertes of hir folk / right as hir day 

Is gereful / right so chaungeth she array 

Selde IS the fnday / al the wowke ylike 

^ Whan fat Arcite had songe / he gan to sike 1540 

And sette hym doun / with outen any moore 

Alias quod he / that day fat I was hore 

How longe luno / thurgh thy crueltee 

"Woltow werreyen Thebes the Citee 1544 

Alias / ybroght is to confusion 

The blood roial / of Cadme and Amphioii t Cadmus 

Of Cadmus / which fat was the firste man 

That Thebes bulte / or iirst the toun bigan 1548 

And of the Citee / first was crouned kyng< 

Of his lynage am I / and his of spryng / 

By verray ligne / as of the stok roial 

And now I am / so oaytyf / and so thral 1552 

That he / that is my mortal enemy 

I serue hym / as his squier pourely 

And yet / dooth luno me / wel moore shame 

ifor I dar noght' biknowe myn owene name 1556 

But ther as I / was wonf to highte Arcite 

Now highte I PhUostrate / noght worth a myte 

Alias thou felle Mars / alias Iiino 

Thus hath youre Ire / oure kynrede al fordo 1560 

Saue oonly me / and wreoched Palamon 

That Theseus / martireth m prison 

And ouer al this / to sleen me outrely 

Loue hath / his firy dart so brennyngly 1564 

Tstiked / thurgh my trewe careful herte [leaf ai, back] 

That sliapen was my deeth / erst than my sherte 

Ye sleen me / with youre eyen Emelye 

Ye been the cause / wherfore fat I dye 1568 

ELLESKEBE 45 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 45 

Now vp / now down / as boket m a weUe 

Eight as the fnday / soothly for to telle 

Now it shyneth / now it reyneth faste 

Eighf so / kan gery Yenus ouercaste 1536 

The hertes of hir folb right as hir day 

Is gerful / right so chaungeth she array 

Selde is the fnday / al the wike ylike 

IT "Whan fat Arcite hadde songe / he gan to syke 1540 

And sette hym down / with outen any moore 

Alias quod he / that day / fat I was bore 

How longe Lino / thurgh thy crueltee Deaf 21, ba*] 

"Woltow werreyen / Thebes the Citee 1544 

Alias / ybroght is to confusion) 

The blood roial / of Cadme and AmphioD) 

IT Cskimtw I which fat was the firste man 

That Thebes bulte / and first bigan 1548 

And of the Citee / first was crowned kyng" 

Of his lynage am I / and his of-spr3rngi 

By verray ligne / as of the stok roial 

And now I am / so caytyf and so thral 1552 

That he fat is / my mortal enemy 

I seme hym / as his Squyer pourely 

And yet dooth luno / me wel moore shame 

ffor I dar noghf biknowe myn owen name 1556 

But ther as I was wonf to highte Arcite 

Now highte I PhHostrate / noght worth a myte 

IT Alias thow felle Mars / alias Juno 

Thus hath youre Ire / oure lynage al fordo 1560 

Saue oonly me / and Vrecchid Palamon) 

That Theseus / martireth m prison) 

And ouer al this / to sleen me outrely 

Loue hath his firy darf so brennyngly 1564 

Ystiked / thurgh my trewe careful herte 

That shapen was my deeth / erst than my sherte 

Ye sleen me w«tA youre eyen / Emelye 

Ye been the cause / wherfore fat .1. dye 1568 

HENGWKT 45 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 45 

Now vp now &.oun as boket m a weUe 

Ey3t as the fryday sothly for to telle 

Now it schynyth now it reynyth faste 

Ey^t so can gery venns ouercaste 1536 

The hertys of here folk ryjt as here je' may P^e ma.-, uteri 

Is gerful ry^t so chauMgith sche aray 

Selde IS the fryday al the wouke lyk 

"Whawne that Arcyte hadde sunge he gaw to sik 1540 

And sette hym douw wit/i-outyn ony more [leaf 153] 

Alias (\uod he that day fat I was bore 

How longe luno thorw f yn crewelte 

"Wiltow werreyen Thebes the sete 1544 

Alias I-broujt is to confusioun 

The blod royal of Cadme & amphiown 

Of Cadme wich fat was f " ferste man 

.1. edilicare 

That Thebes beelte^ / or fyrst f tou?i began pee-.iam 1548 

And of the Sete fyrst was crou?znede kyng 

Of hese lynage was I / and hese of-spryng 

By verray lyne / as of the stok royal 

And now I am so kaytif & so thral 1552 

That he that is myn mortal enemy 

I serue hym as hese squyer purely 

And 3it doth luno me more schame 

ffor I dare not bekuowe myn owene name 1556 

There as I was wone to hyjte arcyte 

Now highte I philostrate not worth a my3te 

Alias f ou feUe Mars aEas luno 

Thus hath joure yre oure lynege fordo 1560 

Saue only me wrechede Palamonra 

That Thesyus marteryth m presouw 

And oueral f is to slen me vttyrly 

Loue hath hese fery darte so bremnyngely 1564 

I-stekid f owr myn trewe earful herte 

That schapyn was myn def er fare myn scherte 

3e slen me yfitJi ^oure eyen emelye 

Je ben the cause wherfore that I deye 1568 

CAMBRIDGE 45 



Teseide. 



See IV. 13, U 



• gee IV. 81. 



See IV. 86. 



• See rV. 84. 

• iPenfeo, IV. 84.] 
See IV. ir. 



IV. 82. 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 45 

N'ow vp no-w doun as bokef in a welle 
Eighfci as jje fnday sojjly for to telle 
'Now if scliiae]) and now it reynej) faste 
Eighf so gan gerjr venus ouer caste 15,S6 

The hertes of^ hii' folk" right" as hire day 
Is geerful right" so channgef sche array 
Seelde is fe fryday al fe -wike y-Iike 

IT Whan ]jat< arcite hadde songe he gan to syke 1540 

And sette him doun wijjotiten any more 
Alias quod he fat" day faf I was bore 
How longe luno Jjurgh fi cruelte 

Wiltow werreien Thehes fe Cite 1544 

Alias y-hroughf is to confusion 

The Mood Eoial of" Cadme and Amphion [leaf 22, back] 

Of" Cadmus which f af was fe ferste man 
That" Thebes bulf or fersf fe toun bigan 1548 

And of* pe cite first" was crouned king* 
Of his lynage am I and his ofsprmg" 
By verray ligne as of" Jie stok" roiaft 

And now I am so caytif" and so pratt 1552 

That" he faf is my mortel enemy 
I serue him as his squier pouerly 
And jit dojj me luno wel more schame 
ffor I dar nought biknowe myn owne name 1556 

But Jjer as I was wont" to highf arcite 
N"ow highte I Philostrate nought" worj) a myte 
Alias Jiou felle mars alias Jiou luno 

Thus haj) your ire cure Kgnage al fordo 1560 

Saf" only me and wrecched Palamou 
That" Theseus martirej) in prison 
And ouer al Jus to slen me vtterly 

loue ha J) his farre dart" so brennyngly. 1564 

y-stiked furgh my trewe earful herte 
That schapen was my deji arst" fan my scherte 
ye sleen me with ijour eyjen emelye 
3e ben Jie cause wher fore pat I dye 1568 

CORPUS 45 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 45 

Now vp nowe doune as Bokef in a welle 

Eijt as J)e fnday soply forto telle 

ISTow it shynef nowe it reynef faste 

Eijt so gan gery Venus euer caste 1536 

The hertes of her folk rijt as hir" day 

Is Gerful rijf so chauMgeJi she aray 

Selde is fe fnday al pe weke ylike 

IT Whan pat Arcite nad ysonge he gan to sike 1540 

And sette hym doune with oute[n] eny more [leaf 22J 

AUas quod he paf day paf I was bore 

Howe longe luno porgh pi cruelte 

Wiltow werryen Thebes pe Citee 1544 

Alias ybroughf is to confusion 

The blood Eoial of Cadme and Amphion 

Of Cadmus whiche paf was pe first man 

That Thebes bilt. or firsf pe toune bygan 1548 

And of pe Cite firsf was corowned kmge 

Of his lynage am I and of his of-sprmge 

By verrey lyne as of pe stok Eoiaft 

And nowe I am so Catif and so thral 1552 

Thaf he paf is my mortal enemye 

I seme htm as his sqwier poorlye 

And jit dop me luno wel more shame 

ffor I dar nof be-knowe myn owne name 1556 

But per [as] I was wonte to hijf Arcite 

Now highf I Philostrate nof worpe a myte 

IT Alias pou felle Mars alias pou luno 

Thus hap joure Ire our lynage alfordo 1560 

Sauf oonly me and wrecched Palamofl 

That Theseus marterep in prison 

And ouer al pis to sleen me vtterly 

Loue hap fau-e his darte so brennyngly 15G4 

Istiked porgh my trewe careful herte 

That shapen was my dep arst pan my sherte 

3e sleen me wip joure yen Emelye 

Je ben pe cause wherfore paf I dye 1568 

PETWOETH 45 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 45 

N"owe vp nowe downe as a boket in a welle 

Eiht as pe fridaie sopeK for to telle 

Nowe it schmepe nowe it remep fast 

Eiht so gan gen venus ouer east 1536 

The hertes of hir folke riht as hir daie 

Is gerful riht so chaungep sche arraie 

Seld IS pe fridaie al pe weke ylike 

^ Whan pat Arcite had songe he gan to sike 1540 

And set him doune wip-owten any more 

Alas q?/od he pat daie pat .1. was bore 

Howe longe luno ponihe pi crueltee 

Wiltow wenen Thebes pe Citee 1544 

Alas brouht it is to confusione 

The blode Eoial of Cadine aiid Amphione 

Of Cadinus whiche pat was pe first man 

That Thebes bulet or first pe toune be-gan 1548 

And of pe Cite first was Crouned kmge 

Of his linage am .1. ciTid of his osprmge 

Be verrei . ligne as of pe stok Eoialle 

And Now .1. am so caitif and so pralle 1552 

That he pat is my mortal ennemye 

.1. serue him as his swier pouerelye 

And jit dope me luno wel more schame 

ffor .1. dar .1. not be-knowe myne owne name 1556 

Bot pere as .1. was wonte hiht Arcite 

Now .hiht. Philostrate not worpe a myte 

AUas pou fel mars Alias pou luno . 

Thus hape jower ire owre lignage al for-do . 1560 

Saue only me and wreched palamon ticaf 20, back] 

That Theseus Martirep in prison 

And ouer al pis to slene me vtterly 

Loue hap faire his darte so brmyngly 1564 

Istiked poruhe my trewe careful herte 

That schapen was my dep arst pan my scherte 

3e slene me wipe jowere yhen Emelye 

The be pe cause were-for pat .1. die 1568 

LANSDOWNE 45 
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46 GROUP 



§ 2. 



knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 



Of al the remenanf of myn oother care 

Ne sette I nat< the montance of a tare 

So fat I koude / doou aughf to youre plesaunce 

And with that word / he &l doun m a traunce 

A loBge tyme / and after he vp sterte 

IT This Palamon / fat thonghte fat thurgh his herte 

He felte a coold swerd / sodeynliehe glyde 

ifor Ire he quook / no lenger wolde he byde 

And whan fat he / had herd Aroites tale 

As he were wood / -wiih face / deed and pale 

He stirte hym Tp / out of the bnskes thikke 

And seide Arcite / false traytour wikke 

Kow artow henf that louest my lady so 

ffor whom fat I haue / al this peyne and wo 

And art my blood / and to my conseil sworn 

As T fill ofte / haue seyd thee heer hiforn 

And hast hyiaped heere / due Theseus 

And falsly / chaungod hast / thy name thus 

I wol he deed / or elles thou shalt dye 

Thou shalt nat / loue my lady Emelye 

But I wol loue hire oonly / and namo 

ffor I am Palamon / thy mortal foo 

And though f ot I no wepene haue m this place 

But out of prison / am astert by grace 

I drede nogSt / fat outher thow shalt dye 

Or thow ne shalt naf louen Emelye 

Ghees which- thou wolf or thou shalt nat asterte 

U This Arcite / with ful despitous herte 

Whan he hym knew / and hadde his tale herd' 

As fiers as leon) / pulled out his swerd! 

And seyde thus / by god fat sit aboue 

Nere it / fat thou arf sit and wood for loue 

And eet fat thow no wepne hasf m this place 

Thou sholdest neuere / out of this groue pace 

That thou ne sholdesf dyen of myn hon(5 

ffor I defye / the seurete and the bon(J 

EXLESMEKE 46 



1572 



1576 



1580 



1584 



1588 



1592 



1596 



1600 



1604 



48 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 

Of al the remenauf of myn oother care 

'Ne sette I noghf the mountaunce of a tare 

So fat I koude doon aughf to youre plesaunce 

And with that word / he fil down in a traunce 1572 

A longe tyme / and afterward he vp sterte 

IT This Palamon) / that thoughte / fat thurgh his herte 

He felte a coold swerd / sodeynly glyde 

ffor Ire he quoob no lenger wolde he byde 1576 

And whan fat he had herd / Arcites tale 

As he were wood / -witJi face deed and pale 

He stirte hym vp / out of the buskes thikke 

And seyde Arcite / false traytoiir wikke 1580 

N"ow artow henf that louest my lady so 

ffor whom fat I haue / al this peyne and wo 

And art my blood / and to my conseil sworn i;ieaf22j 

As I ful ofte / haue toold thee her biforn 1584 

And hast byiaped here / due Theseus 

And falsly / chaunged hast thy name thus 

I wol be deed / or eUis thow shalt dye 

Thow shalf noght / loue my lady Emelye 1588 

But I wol loue hire oonly / and namo 

ffor I am Palamon / thy mortal foo 

And thogh fat I / no wepne haue m this place 

But out of prison) / am astert by grace 1592 

I drede noghf fat outher thow shalt dye 
Or thow ne shalf noght louen Emelye 

Chees which thow wolf or thow shalf noght asterte 

II This Arcite / with ful despitous herte 1596 
"Whan he hym knew / and hadde his tale herd 

As fiers as leon) / pulled out his swerd 

And seyde thus / by god fat sitteth aboue 

ISTere it fat thow art syk" and wood for loue 1600 

And eet fat thow / no wepne hast m this place 

Thow sholdest neuere / out of this groue pace 

That thow ne sholdesf dyen of myn bond 

ffor I diffye / the seiiretee and the bond 1604 

HENGWRT 4,6 



46 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 

Of al the remenauwt of myn of er care Tese toe. 

K"e sette I not the mouwtenauns of a tare 

So fat I coude don oujt to 30Mre plesauMse 

And with fat word he fyl down m a trauwce 1572 

A long tyme & aftyrward he vp styxte 

This palamouw fat thoute fat thorw hese herte 

He felte a cold swerd sodeynhche glyde 

ffor yre he quok / no lengere wolde he byde 1676 

And whan fat he hadde herd Arcytis tale [leaf iss, back] 

As hewere wod with face ded and pale 

He styrte hym vp out of the boschis f ikke 

And seyde arcite false traytowr wikke 1580 

Now art f ou hent fat louyst myn lady so 

for whom fat I haue al f is peyne and wo 

And art myn blod & to myn oonseyl sworn 

As I ful oftyn haue seyd f e here be-forn 1684 

And hast beiapid here deuk Thesyus 

And falsely chaumged f yn name thus 

I wele ben ded or eUys f ou schat deye 

fou schat not loue myn lady Emalye 1588 

But I wele loue here only & no mo 

ffor I am palamoum f yn. mortal fo 

And f ow fat I no wepene haue m f is place 

But out of -pnsoun am styrt by grace 1592 

I drede not fat outher f ou schat deye 

Or f ou ne schat not louyn emalye 

Ches which f ou wit or f ou schat not asterte 

This Arcyte with fid dispitous herte 1596 

"Whan he hym knew & hadde hese tale herd 

As fers as lyoun pullede out a swerd 

And seyde f us bi god that set a-boue 

Kere it fat fou art sek & wod for loue 1600 

And ek for f ou no wepem hast in f is place 

Thow schuldist neuere out of f is grene pase 

That f ou ne schuldist deyen of myn hond 

ffor I defie the surete & the bond* [»seep.25,«.6.] 1604 | v. si. 

CAMBRIDGE 46 



46 GEOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 

Of" aft J)e remanant / of myn ojier care 

'Ne sette I noughf fe montance of a tare 

So Jat I coude don aughfr to joure plesance 

And with faf word he fel doun in a traunce 1572 

A longi tyme and aftirwaid he vpsterte 

This Palamon faf foughf f af fomgh his herte 

he felte a cold swerd sodeinliehe glyde 

ffor yie he quok" no lenger wolde he byde 1576 

And whan jjaf he had herd Arcites tale 

As he were wood with face deed and pale 

he sterte him vp ouf of" fe busies Jiikke 

And seide arcite false traytour wikke 1580 

Now arf f ou henf faf louesf my lady so 

ffor whom Jiaf I haue al f is peyne and wo Deaf m 

And arf my blood and to my counseil sworn 

As I ful ofte hane told Jje heer biforn 1584 

And hast be-iaped here duk' Theseus / 

And falsly chaunged hast fi name Jius 

I wol be ded or eUes J)on sohalf dye 

Thou schalf nof loue my lady Emelye 1588 

Buf I wol loue hire oonly and nomo 

ffor I am Palamon pi mortel foo 

And fough faf I no wepene haue in fis place 

Buf ouf of pnsoun am asterf by grace 1692 

I drede nought" pat" ouper Jjou schalf die 

Or ])ou ne schalf nof louen Emelye 

Chees which fou wilf or Jjou schalf nof asterte 

This arcite with ful despitous herte 1596 

When he him knew and hadde his tale herde 

As fers as a leon pulled out a swerde 

And seide fus by god }'a[t] sittejj aboue 

Nere if were Jiaf Jiou arf site and wood for loue 1600 

And eek" paf pou no wepne hasf in pis place / 

Thou schuldesf neuer ouf of" pis groue pace 

Thaf pou ne schuldesf deyen of" myn honde 

ffor I diffie fe sewrte and pe honde 1604 

COBPUS 46 



46 GEOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth -MS, 

Of al the remenanf of myn oper care 

Ne sette I noujf the mountance of a tare 

So pat I cowde do ou3f to ^our plesaunce 

And wip paf word' he felle down in a trauwce 1572 

A longe tyme and afterwarcS he vp stert 

pis Palamon paf poujf pat porgh [his] heite 

He felte a colde swerde sodeinly glide 

ffor Ire he qwoke no lenger wold he bide l^*jftf<'H^dta^lcrd; 

IT And whan paf he had herde Arcites tale ^"^^^ '^''"^'^ 

As he were wode wip face dede and pale 

He sterf hym vp ouf of the buskes thikke 

And seide Arcite fals traitour quykke 1580 

Now arf pou henf paf louesf my lady soo 

ffor whom paf I haue al pis peyn and woo 

And arf my blood and to my counsel swome 

As I ful off have tolde pe here to forn 1584 

And hasf by-iaped here Duke Theseus 

And falsly chaimged hast pi name pus 

I wil be dede or elhs pou shalt dye 

Thowe shalf nof loue my lady Emely 1588 

But I wil loue Mr* oonly and no moo 

ffor I am Palamon pi mortel ffoo 

And pouje paf I no wepen haue in pis place 

But ouf of prison am I-sterf by grace 1592 

I drede nou3f buf eiper pou shalf dye 

Or pou ne shalf nof loue Emelye 

Chese which pou wHf or pou shalf nof asterte 

IT This Arcite wip ful dispitous herte 1596 

Whan he hym knewe and had his tale h&idl 

As feers as a lyon pulled ouf a swerd' 

And seide pus by god paf sittep aboue 

Ne it were paf pou art seke and wode for loue 1600 

And eke paf pou no wepen hast in pis place 

Thow shuldest neuere ouf of pis groue pace 

paf pou ne shuldest dyen of myn honde 

ffor I defie pe swerte and pe bonde 1604 

N PETWORTH 46 



46 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. lansdowHe MS 

Of al pe remenan of myne opere care 

Ne sette .1. nouht pe mountance of a tare 

So pat .1. coupe do ouhte to jowre plesance 

And wip pat worde he fel doune in a trance 1572 

A longe tim ared he afterwarde vpstert 

^ This Palamon pat pouht pat poruhe his herte 

He felde a colde swerde sodeinly glide 

ffore ire he whoke no lenger wolde he bide 1576 

And whan pat he had herde Arcites tale 

As he were wode wipe face dede and pale 

He stert him vpe oute of pe boskes pikke 

And seide Arcite . false treitoure wikke 1580 

Nowe art pow hent pat louest mi ladie so 

ffor whome pat .1. haue al pis peine and woo 

And art my blode and to my consel swome 

As .1. fal oft haue tolde pe here be-forne 1584 

And hast be-japed here Due Theseus 

And falsely haste pou chaunged . pi name pus 

.1. wil be dede or elles pou schalt di3e 

Thou schalt nouht loue my ladie Emelye 1588 

Bot .1. will louere onely . and no mo 

ffor .1. am Palamon pi mortal fo 

And poughe pat .1. no wepen haue in pis place . 

Bot owte of prisoufi am asterte be grace 1592 

.1. drede nouht pat ouper pu schal dije 1 gee v. 6*. 

Or pou ne schat not louen Emelye ', 

Ches whiche pou wilte or pou schalt nouht asterte 

5 This Arcite wip ful dispitouse herte 1596 

Whan he him knewe and had his tale herde 

As fers a[s] lion he pulled owte a swerde 

And seid pus be god pat sittep aboue 

Nere it were pat pou art seke and woode for loue 1600 

And eke pat pou no wepen hast in pis place 

Thou scholdest neuer oute of pis groue pace . 

That pou ne scholdest deijen of myne honde peaf sij 

ffor .1. deiie pe suyrte and pe bonde * [* see p.25,».5.] 1604 [ y.si. 

LANSDOWNE 46 



GROUP A. § 2. knight'6 talk EUesmere MS. 47 geoup A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 47 gsoto A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 47 



WMcli that thou seisf fat I haue maad to thee 
What verray fool / thynk* wel / pat loue is fre 
And I wol loue hire / mawgree al thy mygRt 
But for as muche / thou art a worthy knygfif 
And wilnesf to darreyne hire hy bataille 
Haue heer my trouthe / tomorwe I wol nat faile 
With oute wityng* of any oother wight 
That heere / I wol be founden as a knyghf 
And hryngen harneys / right ynough for thee 
And chese the heste / and leue the worste for me 
And mete and diynte / this nyght wol I brynge 
Ynough for thee / and clothes for thy beddynge 
And if so be / that thou my lady wynne 
And sle me m this wode / ther I am Inne 
Thow mayst wel haue thy lady / as for me 
ff This Palamon answerde / I graunte it thee 
And thus they been departed / tU amorwe 
Whan ecli of hem / had leyd his feith to borwe 
A Cupide / out of alle charitee 
^ regne / Jjat wolt no felawe haue with thee 
ffiil sooth is seyd / fat loue ne lordshipe 
Wol noghf har thankes / haue no felaweshipe 
Wel fynden thaf Arcite and Palamon) 
Aroite is riden anon / vn to the toun 
And on the morwe / er it were dayes lighf 
fliul pnuely / two harneys hath he dight 
Bothe suifisaunf and mete to darreyne 
The bataille in the feeld' / bitwix hem twejrne 
And on his hors / allone as he was born 
He carieth / al the harneys / hym bifom 
And m the groue / at tyme and place ysef 
This Arcite / and this Palamon ben mef 
To chaungen / gan the colour in hir face 
Eight as the nunters / iu the regne of Trace 
That stondeth at the gappe with a spere 
Whan hunted is / the leoh) and the here 

ELLESME£E 47 



1608 



1612 

[leaf 22] 



1616 



1620 



1624 



1628 



1632 



1636 



1640 



Which Jiat thow seisf pat I haue maad to thee 

What verray fool / thynk wel pat loue is free' 

And I wol loue hire / maugree al thy myghf 

^ But for as muche / as thow art a worthy knyghf 

And wilnesf to darreyne hire by bataille 

Haue here my trouthe / tomorwe I nyl nat faille 

With outen wityng* of any oother wight" 

That here / I wol be founden / as a knyghf 

And bryngen harneys / right ynogh for thee 

And chees the beste / and leef the worste to me 

And mete and drjoike / this nyght wol I brynge 

Ynogh for thee / and clothes for thy beddynge 

And if so be / pat thow my lady wynne 

And sle me m this wode / ther I am Inne 

Thow mayst wel haue thy lady / as for me 

IT This Palamon answerde / I graunte it thee 

And thus they been departed / til amorwe 

Whan ech of hem / hadde leyd his feith to borwe 

Cupide / out of aUe charitee 

regne / that wolde no felawe haue to thee 

fful sooth IS seyd / pat loue ne lordshipe 

Wol noght his thankes / haue no felaweshipe 

Wel fynden thaf Arcite and Palamon 

^ Arcite / is riden anoon / vn to the town 

And on the morwe / er it were dayes lyght 

fful pnuely / two harneys hath he dyghf 

Bothe suf&saunf and mete to darreyne 

The bataille in the feeld / bitwix hem tweyne 

And on his hors / allone / as he was born 

He caneth al this harneys / hjru biforn 

And m the groue / at tyme and place yset 

This Arcite / and this Palamon been mef 

IT To chaungen / gan the colour* m hir face 

Eight as the hunterys / m the regne of Trace 

That stonden at the gappe / with a spere 

Whanne hunted is / the leon) or the Bere 

HENGWET 47 



1608 



1612 



1616 



1620 



back] 

1624 



1628 



1632 



1636 



1640 



Wiche fat f ou seyst fat I haue mad to f e 

What veray fol f mk wel that loue is fre 

And I wele loue here maugre al f yn myjt 

But for as meche f ou art a worthy kny^t 

And wUnyst to darrayne here be batayle 

Haue here myn trouthe to-morwe I nyl not fayle 

With-onte wetywge of ony of er whight 

That here I wele be fouMdyn as a knyght 

And bryngyn harneys ryjt I-now for the 

And ches the best & lef the werste to me 

And mete and drynk f is nyjt wele I brynge 

I-nough for p" ^ clothis for f yn beddywge 

And ^if so be fat f ou myn lady wywne 

And sle me m f is wode fere I am mne 

f ou mayst wel han f yn lady as for me 

This palamouw answerde I graumte it the 

And f us fey be topaited til a morwe 

Whan eohe of hew hadde leyd hese feyth to borwe 

O cupide out of alle charite 

O regne that wolde no felawe han with, the 

fful soth is it seyd that loue and lordschep 

Wolde not hese f ankys han no felauschep 

Wel fjrudy pat arcite and palamoun 

Aroite is rydyn anon m to f e toun 

And on f ^ morwyn er it were day ly3t 

fful fynly to harneys haf he dy3t 

Bothe sufficiaunt & mete to darreeyne 

The batayle in the feld be-tweixe hem tweyne 

And on hese horse alone as he was bom 

He caryeth al f is harneys hym be-fom 

And ia the groue at tyme & place I-set 

This arcite & f is palamo[«] ben met 

To chauKge gan the colowr ia here face 

Eygh as the hunterys ia the regn^ of trace 

That stondif at the gap wit^ a spere 

Whanhuntede is the lyouw or the here 
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V. 13. 



VII. 108. 



GEOOT A. § 2. knight's TALE. Cofpus MS. 47 

Wlich faf jjou seisf I haue maad to fe / 

Whaf verray fool Jjink' weel faf loue is fee 

And I wol loue Hr maugre al Jjy might' 

But for as moche fou arf a -worfy knigBt" 1608 

And wiliest to derreyne hir by batayle 

Haue her my troujje to m.orwe I wol nought" fayle 

Wijjouten wityng* of eny ofer wigBt 

Thaf heer I wol be founden as a knight 1612 

And bringen herneys nghf ynough for fe 

And chase fe beste and lef" fe worste for me 

And mete and drynt fis nighf wol y bringe 

ynough for fe and clofes for J)i beddynge 1616 

And if! so be faf Jjou my lady wynne 

And sle me m Jjis woode Jier I am Inne [leaf 23, back] 

Thou mayst" wel haue ]>j lady as for me 

This Palamon answerd I graunf if fe 1620 

And Jjus Jjei ben departed til a morwe 

Whan ech of" hem hadde leyd his feijj to borwe 

Occupied out ofi aUe charite 

regne faf wolde no felawe haue with fe 1624 

fful soj) is seid jjaf loue ne lorschipe 

"Wol not* his fankes haue no felaschipe 

We fynde fiaf ofi arcite and of" Palamon 

Arcite is riden anon in to fe toun 1628 

And on the morwe er if were dayes lighf 

iful priuely tuo herneys haj) he dighf 

Bofe sufl&canf and meete to darreyne 

The bataU in fe feld bitwix hem tweyne 1632 

And on his hors allone as he was borne 

He carieth al his barneys him bifome 

And in fe groue at tyme and place y-sef 

This arcite and f is Palamon ben mette 1636 

To changen gan fe colour in hire face 

Eighf as J)6 hunters in fe Eeigne of" trace 

Thaf stondej) atte gappe with a spere 

Whan hunted is fe leoun or pe here 1640 

CORPUS 47 



GEoup A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 47 

Which ]jat J)ou seisf I haue made to fe 
Whaf Terrey fool fenk wel Jiaf loue is free 
And I wil loue hir* mawgre al fi my^f 
Buf for as moche as Jjou art a worjii knyjf 1608 

And wiUesf to darreyn hir" by bataille 
Haue here my troufe to morwe I nyl nof faille 
WiJ) outen witting* of eny of ere wighf peaf 23] 

Thaf here I wil be founden as a knyghf 1612 

And bringen harneis ri3f ynough for fe 
And chese ])e besf and leue fe worsf for me 
And mete and drink Jjis nyghte wil I bringe 
Ynough for fe and clofes for pi beddynge 1616 

And if so be Jiaf Jjou my lady wynne 
And selee me m Jiis wode per I am Inne 
Thow maist wel haue fi lady as for me 
This Palamon answerd' I graunte if fe 1620 

And Jjus ]>ei bene departed til a morowe 
Whan eche of hem had leide his feijj to borowe 
^ cupide ouf of al charite 

regne fat wold no felawe haue wijj fe 1624 

fful so]) IS seide faf loue ne lordship 
Wil nof his Jjonkes haue no felawship 
We fynde faf of Arcite and Palamown 
Arcite is nden anon into the town 1628 

And on fe morowe er if were day lijf 
fful pniiely two harneys haf he dijf 
Both suffisaimf and mete to darreyn 

The bataille in fe feelde bytwix hem tweyn 1632 

And on his hors allone as he was born 
He cane]) al his harneys hym biforn 
And m fe Groue af tyme and place ysette 
This Arcite and J>is Palamon ben mette 1636 

To chaungen gan fe colour in her face 
Eighf as Jie hunters in [the] reyne of trace 
Thaf stonde]) atte gap[pe] wij) a spere 
Whan hunted is fe lyon or fe here 1640 
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GRQFP A. § 2. knight's TALE. Lansdownc MS. 47 

Whiche fat fou seist .1. haue maade to fe 

Whatt verreie foole finke wele fat loue is fre 

And .1. wil loue hir Maugre al f 1 myht 

Bot for al so muche as f ou ert a worf 1 knyht 1608 

And wilneste to darreme hu' be Bataile 

Haue here my trowf e to morne wil .1. nouht faile 

Wif outen wetemge of any of ere wight 

That here .1. wil be founden as a knyht 1612 

And bringen herneys riht ynowhe for f e 

And chese f e beste and leue f e werst for me 

And mete and drinke f is nyht wil .1. brmge 

.Y.-nowghe for fe and clofes for fi bedynge 1616 

And . if so be fat f ou my lady wynne 

And sle me in f is wode fare .1. am inne 

j3ou maiste wele haue my lady as for me 

This Palamon ansewerd .1. graunt it fe 1620 

And f us f ei bene departid til on morwe 

Whan iche of hem had leide his feif e to borwe 

Occupiede owte of al charite 

^ regne fat wolde no felawe haue wif fe 1624 

fful sof e IS seide fat loue ne lordeschipe 

Wil not his f onkes haue no felauschipe 

We finde fat of arcite and of Palamone 

Arcite is Eeden anone in to fe toune 1628 

And on f e morwe ar it were daies liht 

fful pnuely tuo herneys haf e he diht 

Bof e suffisant and mete to darrelne 

The Bataile m fe felde be-tuex hem tweyne 1632 

And on his hors alone as he was borne 

He carief al his hemeyce hun be-fome 

And in f e groue att f e time and place y-sette 

}3is Arcite and Palamon ben mette 1636 

To chaungen gan f e coloure in her face 

Eiht as f e hunters ia f e Eeigne of Trace . vir. ioe.-i 

J3at stondef atf a gappe wif a spere 

Whan huntide is fe lyon or fe here , 1640 
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48 movT A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 

And hereth hym / come russhyng' in the greues 

And breketh / botlie bowes / and tbe lenes 

And thynketb / heere cometh my mortal enemy 

With oute faile / he moot be deed / or I 1644 

ffor outher / 1 moot sleen hym at the gappe 

Or he moot sleen me / if ]>at me myshappe 

So ferden they / in channgyng' of hir hewe 

As fer / as euerich of hem oother knewe 1648 

f Ther nas no good day ne no saluyngf 

Eut streighf with outen word / or rehersyng" 

Euench of hem / heelpe for to armen oother 

As freenly / as he were his owene brother 1652 

And after thaf with sharpe speres stronge 

They foynen ech at oother wonder longe 

Thou myghtest wene / that this Palamori) 

In his fightyngi were [as] a wood leon) 1656 

And as a crueel Tigre was Areite 

As wilde bores / gonne they to smyte 

That frothen whit as foom / for Ire wood 

Vp to the Anclee / foghte they in hir blood 

^ And in this wise / I lete hem iigfetyng dwelle 

And forth I wole / of Theseus yow telle 

fjlhe destinee / Ministre general 

-*■ That executeth / ia the world oner al 

The pnrueiaunoe / that god hath seyn biforn 

So strong it is / pat though the world had sworn 

The contrarie of a thyng* by ye or nay 

Yet somtyme / it shal fallen on a day 

That falleth nat eff with Inne a thousand yeere 

ffor certeinly / oure appetites heere 

Be ifr of werre / or pees / or hate / or loue 

Al IS this reuled / by the sighte aboue 

IT This mene I now / by mygfity Theseus 

That for to hunten / is so desirus 

And namely / at the grete hert in May 

llial inhis bed / ther daweth hym no day 

ELLESMEEE i8 
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48 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 

And hereth hym / come russhynge in the greues 

And breketh / bothe bowes / and the leueS 

And thynketh / here cometh my mortal enemy 

With oute faille / he moot be deed / or .1. 1644 

ffor outher / I moot sleen hym / at the gappe 

Or he moot sle me / if |iat me myshappe 

So ferden they / in chaungyng< of hir hewe 

As fer / as euerich / oother of hem knewe 1648 

IT Ther nas no good day / ne no saluynge 

But streighf with outen Avord / or rehersynge 

Euerich of hem / heelp for to armen oother 

As frendly / as he weere / his owene brother 1652 

And after that / with sharpe speres stronge 

They foynen / ech at oother / wonder longe 

Thou myghtest wene / fat this Palamou) 

In his fightynge were a wood leon) 1656 

And as a crewel Tygre / was Areite 

As wilde boores / gonnen they to smyte 

That frothen / whit as foom / for Ire wood 

Vp to the Anclees / foghte they in hir blood 1660 

And in this wise / I lete hem fightyng dwelle 

And forth I wole / of Theseus yow telle 

^ The destynee / Ministre general Deaf 28] 

That executeth / in the world oner al 1664 

The purueiance / that god hath seyn biforn 

So stroong* it is / fat thogh the world hadde sworn 

The contrarie of a thyng* by ye / or nay 

Yet som tyme / it shal fallen on a day 1668 

That falleth nat eft / with Inne a thousand yeer 

ffor certeinly / oure appetites heer 

Be it of werre / or pees / or hate / or loue 

Al is this ruled / by the sighte aboue 1672 

^ This mene I now / by myghty Theseus 

That for to hunten / is so desirus 

And namely / at the grete hert in May 

That in his bed / ther daweth hym no day 1676 

HENGWBT 4,8 



48 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 

An herith hjm come russchywge in the greuys _ TeseiOe. 

And brekith bofe the bowis & the leuys ^"- "* 

And f ynkyth here comyth myn mortal enemy 

With-oute fayle he mote be ded or I 1644 

ffor eyfer I mote slen hym at the gap 

Or he slen me jif that me mys hap 

So ferdjm fey in chaungyng of here hewe 

As fer as eueryche of hem of er knewe 1648 

Ther nas no good day ne no saluynge Ueaf i54, backj 

But streyt with-oute word or rehersynge 

Euejyche of hem halp for to arme of er 

As frendly as he were hese owene brothyr 1652 

And aftyr fat with scharpe sperys stronge 

They foynedyn eche at of er wondyr longe 

Thow myjtist wene fat fis palamouM 

In hese fyjt were a wood lyoun 1656 

And as a cruel tygre was areite 

As wUde borys guwne fey to smyte 

That frothyn white as fom for yre wod 

Vp to the anches foute fey m here blod 1660 

And in this wyse lete I hem fyghtymge dwelle 

And forth I wele of thesyus jow telle 

The destenye mynystere general • yi. i. 

That executyth in the world oueral 1664 

The puruyauns fat god hath seyn be-fom* [• See p. 26, n. 6.] 

So strong it is fat thow f ^ world hadde sworn 

The contrarye of a thyng be 3a or nay 

Jit sumtyme it schal faUyn on a day 1668 • T.rr. 

That fallyth not eft with inne a thousent 3 ere 

ffor certeynly oure aspectis here 

Be it of werre or pes or hate or loue 

Al is fis reuled be the si^te a-boue 1672 

This mene I now be myjty thesyns 1 y. 77 

That for to huntyn is so desirous 

And namely at the grete hert in may 

That in hese bed fere dawede hym no day 1676 

CAMBEIDGE 48 



48 GROUP A. § 2. knight's TAiiE. Corpus MS. 

And heeref him come russhyng' in fe greeues 
And berej) bofe bowes and Jje leeues / 
And finite]) here comej) my mortel enemy 
Wif oTite faile he moof be deed or I 1644 

jffor eijjer I mot sleen him atte gappe 
Or he mof slee me ifi faf me mys happe 
So ferden fei in chaungyng* of' here hewe 
As fer as euerich of hem ofer knewe / 1648 

Ther nas no good day ne no saluynge / 
But* streif ■wijjouten word or rehersynge / 
Euench oi' hem hilp for to arme ojier 
As freendly as he were his owne brojjer 1652 

And after Jiaf wif scharpe speres stronge / 
Theyfoynen ech af ofer wonder longe [leaf 24] 

Thou mightesf wene f af fis Palamon 
In his fightinge 'were a wood leon 1656 

And as a cruel tigre was arcite 
As wilde bores gonne f ei to smyte / 
Thaf frothen whif as foom for ire wood 
Vp to fe ancle foughte pej in here blood 1660 

And in. fis wise I lete hem fightyngf dwelle 
And forj) I wole of" Theseus you telle 
The destenye Ministre general 

That execute]) in fe world ouer al 1664 

The purueance faf god haj) seie bifore 
So strong* it is J)af fei fe world hadde if swore 
The contraire of" a fmg* by ^e or nay 

Jet* som tyme if schal falle on a day 1668 

Jjaf faHeJ) noughf eft wifmne a Jjousend jere 
ffor certeinly oure appetites heere 
Be if of" werre or pees or hate or loue 
Al is j)]S reuled by pe sighf aboue 1672 

This mene I now by mighty Theseus 
That for to hunte is so desirous 
And namly atte grete herf ia may 

Thaf in Ms bedde fer dawej) him no day 1676 
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48 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 

And here]) him come russhiag* in fe Greues 

And brekej) botR [the] bowes and fe leues 

And fenkej) here cowmeth my mortal enemye 

WiJ) oute faUe he mote be dede or I 1644 

ffor eifer I moof scleen him atte gappe 

Or he moot sclee me if faf me myshappe 

So feerden [thei] in chaungyng* of here hwe tieaf as, bacw 

As fer as euericfi of hem ojier knewe 1648 

Ther nas no good day ne no saluynge 

But streijf wif oute worde or rehersinge 

Euerich of hem helpe]) forto arme ofer" 

As feendly as he were his owne brofer" 1652 

And after faf with sharpe speres stronge 

They foynen eche af ofer wonder longe 

Thow myjtesf wene faf J)is Palamon 

In his fightinge were a wood lyon 1656 

And as [a] cruel tigre was Arcite 

As wilde boores gon Jiei to-gider" smyte 

Thaf frothen white as fome for yre woode 

Vp to ])e Ancle foughf fei in her bloode 1660 

And ia fis wise I lete hem flghtiag* dwelle 

And for)) I wil of Theseus jou telle 

IT The destanye minister" generatt 

Thaf execute]) in Jie world ouer att 1664 

The purueaunce pat god haJ) say bifore 

So stronge if is J)af pei pe world had it swore 

J3e contrarie of a pinge be ye or nay 

Jif som tyme it shal falle on a day 1668 

Thaf faUep nou3f eft wip in a pousand yere 

ffor certeynly our appetites here 

Be if of werre or pees, or hate or loue 

Al is pis rewled by pe sight aboue 1672 

This mene I nowe by myghty Theseus 

Thaf forto hunte is so desirous 

And namely atte grete herf in Maij 

Thaf in his bed per dawep h.ym no day 1676 
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48 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

And herep him come rossheinge in pe greues 
And brekepe hope bowes and pe leues 
And pmkep here comep my mortale enmye 
Wippe-owte faile he most be dede or .1. 1644 

ffor eiper i. mote slene him att pe gappe neaf2i,baci] 

Or [he] most sle me . if pat me mys happe 
So ferden [pey] in chaangeinge of hire hewe 
As fer as iche of hem oper knewe 1648 

Thar nas no good daye ne no salueynge 
Bot streite wipouten worde or reherseinge 
Eueryche of hem helpe to arme opere 
As frendely as he were his owen bropere 1652, 

And after pat wip scharpe speres stronge 
Thei foynen eche att opere wonder longe 
Thou mihtest wene pat this palamon 

In his feihtinge were a wode lyon • 1656 

And as a cruel tigre was Arcite 
As wilde bores gunne pei to smyte 
Jjat fropen white as fome . for ire wode 
Vp to pe Ancle fouht pei in peire blode 1660 

And in pis wise .1. lete hem feihtinge dwelle 
And forp .1. wil of Threseus 30 we telle 
The destanye Miaistre general 
That executep ia pe werld oueral 1664 

The Purueance pat . god hap seie be-fore * [* See p. 25, «,. 6.] 
So stronge it is pat peibe pe werlde had it swore 
The contrarie of a pinge be je or naye 

3it some time it schal fal on a daye . 1668 • v. rr. 

J3at faUep nouht eft wip-inne a pousande jere 
ffor certeinly oure appetites here 
Be it of werre of pese . or hate or loue 
Aft is pis rewled be pe siht aboue 1672 

This Mene .1. nowe be myhty Theseus ] v. n. 

That for to hunf is so desiras 
And namely att pe grete hert in male 
That in his bed pere dawep him no daie 1676 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS, 49 

Tliat he nys clad / and redy for to ryde 

With hunte and horn / and houndes hym hisyde 

ffor in his huntyng* . hath he swich delit 

That it IS / al his ioye and appetit 1680 

To heen hym self / the grete hertes bane 

ffor after Mars / he serueth now dyane 

IT Clear was the day / as I haue toold er this 

And Theseus / with alls ioye and bUs 1684 

With his ypoUta / the faire queene 

And Emelye / clothed al m grene 

On huntyng be they riden roially 

And to the groue / that stood ful faste by 1688 

In which ther was an herfr as men hym tolde 

Due Theseus / the streighte wey hath holde 

And to the launde / he rideth hym ful right/ 

ffor thider was the herf wont haue his flight 1692 

And ouer a brook / and so forth in his weye 

This duff . wol han a cours at hym or tweye 

With houndes / swiche as hym list comaunde 

IT And whan this duff was come vn to the launde 1696 

Ynder the sonne he looketh / and anon 

He was war / of Arcite and Palamon) 

That foughten breme / as it were bores two 

The bnghte swerdes / wenten to and fro 1700 

So hidously / that with the leeste stroofc 

It semed / as it wolde fille an oofci 

But what they were / no thyng* he ne woof 

This duff his courser / -wiih his spores smoof 1704 

And at a sterf he was bitwix hem two 

And pulled out a swerd / and cride hoo 

iNamoore / vp on peyne of lesynge of youxe heed 

By myghty Mars / he shal anon be deed 1708 

That smyteth any strook? . that I may seen [leaf 28] 

But telleth me / what mystiers men ye been 

That been so hardy / for to fighten heere 

With outen luge / or oother Officere 1712 

4 ELLESMEKE 49 



GEOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 49 

That he nys clad / and redy for to ryde 

With hunte and horn / and houndes hym bisyde 

ffor in his huntyng' hath he swich deUf 

That it IS / al his ioye and appetif 1680 

To been hym self / the grete hertes bane 

ffor after Mars / he semeth now Diane 

^ Cleer was the day / as I haue told er this 

And Theseus / with alle ioye and blys 1684 

With his ypolita / the faire queene 

And Emelie / clothed al m greene 

On huntyng* be they riden roially 

And to the groue / that stood ful faste by 1688 

In which ther was an herf as men hym tolde 

Duff Theseus / the streighte wey hath holde 
And to the launde / he rideth hym ful righf 

ffor thider was the herf wont haue his flighf 1692 

And ouer a brook / and so forth on his weye 

This duff wol han a cours at hym / or tweye 

With houndes siviche / as fat hym list comaunde 

And whan this duff was come vn to the launde 1696 

Vnder the sonne he looketh / and anon 

He was war / of Aroite and Palamon) 

That foghten breme / as it were boles two 

The bnghte swerdes / wenten to and 'fro 1700 

So hidously / that with the leeste strook" 

It semed / as it wolde felle an ook" 

But what they weere / no thyng he ne woof Deaf ss, back] 

This duff his courser / with the spores smoof 1704 

And at a sterf he was bitwix hem two 

And pulled out a swerd / and cryed Hoo 

ITamoore / vp on peyne / of lesyng of yours heed 

By myghty Mars / he shal anon be deed 1708 

That smyteth any strook / fat I may seen 

But telleth me / what myster men ye been 

That been so hardy / for to fighten heer 

With outen luge / or oother officer 1712 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 

That he nys clad & redy for to ryde 

With hunte & horn & houndis hynz besyde 

ffor in hese huntynge hath he swych delyjt 

That it is al hese Ioye & apetyt 1680 

To beii hym self the grete hertys bane 

ffor ofte mars he seruyth now dyane 

Cler was f>e day as I haue told or this 

And Thesyus -with alle Ioye & blys peaf issj 

With hese ypolita the fayre queue 

And Emale clothed al m grene I ^^^^ ^n. 65 1 

On huntyng be jjey redyn really 

And to the groue stod ful faste by 1088 

In wheoh there was an hert as men him tolde 

Deuk thesyus y ry^te weye hath holde 

And to the laurade he rydith h.-jm ful ryjt 

ffor there was the hert wone to have his flyst 1692 

And ouer a brok & so forth on hese weye 

This deuk wele han a cours with hym or tweye 

With houndis which as 'hjm lyste comau?«de 

And whan This deuk was comyn vn-to y laiuede 1696 

Vndir the suwne he lokyth & fat a-non 

He was war of Arcite & Palamon 

That foutyn breme as it were boris too 

The bry^te swerdis wentyn to & fro 1700 

So hidously that with the leste strok 

It semede as it vfolde felle an ok 

But what fey were no f yng he ne wot 

This deuk hese courser -with the sporys smot 1704 I v. 82. 

And at a stert he was be-twixe hem too 

And puUe out a swerd & cryede hoo 

'So more vp peyne of lesynge of i^oure, bed 

Be myghti mars he schal a-non be ded 1708 

That smyth ony strok that I may sen 

But telle me what myster men je ben [ v. ss. 

That ben so hardy for to fytyn here 

With-outyn luge or ofer ofifiser 1712 

4 CAMBRIDGE 49 



GROUP A. § 2. KNIfiHT'S TALE. CorpUS MS. -LQ 

Thaf he nys cladde and redy for to ride 
WiJ) hunte and horn and houndeS him besyde 
ifor in his huntyng< ha]j he such delii? 
Thaf it IS aft his loye and appetyf 1680 

To hen himself" fe grete hertes hane 
ifor after mars he seruetli now Diane 
Cler was Jie day as I haue told er Jus 
And Theseus with alle loye and hlys 1684 

With his ypolita fe faire queene 
And Emelye clojjed al in greene 
On huntyngt hen jiei nden really 

And to J)6 groue faf stood ful faste hy 1688 

In which )>er was an herf as men him tolde 
Duk' Theseus pe streighte wey haf holde / peaf 21, back] 

And to Jie lannde he ndej) him ful righte 
ffor Jjider was fe herf wonf to haue his flights 1692 

And ouer a hrook* and so forj) on his wey 
This Duk" wol haue a cours at" him or twey 
Wi]j houndes swich as jjaf him lisf to comauwde / 
And whan jjis Duk* was come vnto pe launde 1696 

vnder Jie sonne he loked and anon 
He was war of" arcite and Palamon 
That* foughten hreeme as if were holes tuo 
The hnghte swerdes wenten to and fro 1700 

So hidously faf with fe leste stroob" 
If semejj jiaf if wolde felle an ook' 
Buf whaf fei were no])ing< he ne woof 
This duk? his courser with his spores smof 1 704 

And af a sterf he was betwixe hem tuo 
And pulled out a swerd and cned ho 
E"o more vp peyne of" lesyng< of* 30U1' hed 
By mighty mars he schal anon be ded 1708 

Thaf smyteth eny strok" J)af I may seen 
Buf tellef me whaf myster men 36 ben 
Thaf ben so hardy for to fighten heere 
Wifoute luge or ojer officere 1713 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 49 

Thaf he nys cladde and redy forto ride 

Wiji hunte and horn and houndes hym biside 

ffor m his huntiag ha]) he swicfi. delite 

Thaf if IS al his loye and appetite 1680 

To bene hym self fe grete hertes bane 

ffor after Mars he seruej) nowe Dyane 

Cleer was fe day as I haue told' er fis / peaf 24] 

And Theseus wij> al[le] loie and hhs 1684 

"Wi]) his ypolita fe faire quene 

And Emely[e] clojjed al m grene 

On huiitinge bene fei riden rially 

And to ))6 Groue faf stode ful fasf by 1688 

In which fer was an herte as men hym tolde 

Buf Theseus ]?e streighte way haji holde 

And to fe launde he ridef hym ful rijf 

ffor jjider was Jje herf wonte to haue his fli3f 1692 

And ouer a broke and so forJ) on his way 

This duke wil haue a cours af hym or tway 

IViJ) houndes swicE as faf him list comaunde 

And whan fis duke was come vnto fe launde 1696 

Vnder Jie sonne he loked anon 

He was ware of Arcite and Palamon 

Thaf fou3ten bieme as if were boles two 

The brijte swerdes wenten to and fro 1700 

So hidously Jjaf wij) fe leest[e] stroke 

It seme]) Jat it wold' fellen an oke 

Buf whaf fei were no fing" he ne wote 

This duke his courser wi]) his spores smoote 1704 

And af a sterf he was atwixe hem twoo 

A pulled ouf a swerde and cried hoo 

No more vp peyn of lesing" of ^owr hede 

By myghty mars he shal anon be dede 1708 

Thaf smyte]) eny stroke faf I may sene 

Buf telle]) me whaf myster men 3e bene 

Thaf ben so hardy forto fi3ten here 

"Wi]) cute lugge. or ofer offteere 1712 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. lansdowne MS. 49 

J3at he na es clad and redi for to ride 
"Wi]) hunte and home and hiindes him biside 
ffor m his huntynge hafe he swyche delite 
That it is al is hope . loy wnd appetite 1680 

To bene him self ])e grete hertes bane 
ffor after mars . he serue]) now Diane 
Clere was ])e daie as .1. haue told ar fis 
And Theseus wi]) al loy and blisse 1684 

Wi]) his ypolita fe faire quene 

And Emely clo])ed al m Grene | tseexn.66.] 

On huntyn bene ])e reden EoiaUy peaf 2a] 

And to fe Groue fat stod ful fast by 1688 

In whiohe fer was an herte as men him tolde 
IT Due Theseus fe streiht waie ha]) holde 
And to Tpe. lauwde he ndef him ful riht 
ffor feder was J)e hert wonte to haue his iiiht 1692 

And ouer a broke and so forfe on his weie 
This Due wil haue a cours att him or tweie 
Wi]) houndes suche as him lust commaunde 
And whan fis Due wa[s] come vn to fe launde 1696 

Vnder pe sowne he loked And a-none 
He was war of Arcite and Palamone . 
])at fowhten breme as it wer boly two 
The briht swerdes wenten to and foo [? ms. fro] 1700 

So hydously fat wiJ) fe lest stroke 
It semef fat it wald fel an oke 
Bot whate fei were nofinge he wote 

This Due his Coiusur wif his spores smote 1704 | v. sa 

And att a sterte he was be-twix hem two 
And pulled owte a swerde And cride ho 
InTo more vpon peine of leseynge of 30ure hede 
Be myhti Mars he schal a-none be dede 1708 

That smyte]) any stroke . Jiat .1. male seen 
Bot telle me what mester men 30 been | v. si 

That bene so hardy to feihten here 

WiJ)-owten lugge or ofer ofiicere 1712 

4 iansdowne 49 



50 GEOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 

As it were / in a lystes roially 

IT This Palamon / answerde hastily 

And seyde / sire / what nedeth wordes mo 

We haue / the deeth / disserued bothe two 1716 

Two woful wrecches been we / two caytyues 

That been encombred / of cure owene lyues 

And as thou axV a rightful lord and luge 

E'e yeue vs / neither mercy ne refuge 1720 

But sle me firsf for seinte charitee 

But sle my felawe eek" as wel as me 

Or sle hym iirsf . for though thow knowest it lite 

This is thy mortal foo / this is Arcite 1724 

That fro thy lond / is banysshed on his heed 

ffor which / he hath deserued to be deed 

ffor this is he / fat cam vn to thy gate 

And seyde / fat he highte Philostrate 1728 

Thus hath he iaped thee / ful many a yer 

And thou hasf maked hym thy chief Squier 

And this is he / that loueth Emelye 

ffor sith the day is come / fat I shal dye 1732 

I make pleynly / my confession 

That I am / thilke woful Palamon) 

That hath / thy prison broken wikkedly 

I am thy mortal foo / and it am I 1736 

That loueth so hoote / Emelye the brighte 

That I wol dye / present m hir sighte 

Therfore I axe deeth / and my luwise 

But sle my felawe / m the same wise 1740 

ffor bothe / ban we deserued to be slayn 

IT This worthy duc< answerde anon agayn 

And seyde / this is a short conclusion 

Toure owene mouth / by youre confession 1 744 

Hath dampned yow / and I wol it reoorde 

It nedeth noght / to pyne yow wt't/i the corde 

Ye shal be deed / by myghty Mars the rede 

f The queene anon / for verray wommanhede 1748 

ELLESMERE 50 



50 GEOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 

As it weere in a lystes roially 

^ This Palamon / answerde hastily 

And seyde / sire / what nedeth wordes mo 

"We haue the deeth disserued / bothe two 1716 

Two woful wrecches been we / two caytyues 

That been encombred / of oure owene lyues 

And as thow art" a rightful lord and luge 

Ife yif vs / neither mercy ne refuge 1720 

But slee me firsf . for semte charitee 

But slee my felawe eek / as wel as me 

Or slee hym iirsf for thogh thow knowe it lite 

This is thy mortal foo / this is Arcite 1724 

That fro thy lond / is banysshed on his heed 

ffor which / he hath deserued to be deed 

ffor this IS he / fat cam vn to thy yate 

And seyde / fat he highte Philostrate 1728 

Thus hath he laped thee / ful many a yeer 

And thow . hast maked hym / thy chief Squyer 

And this is he / fat loueth Emelye 

ffor sith the day is come / fat I shal dye 1732 

I make pleynly / my confession) 

That I am / thilke woful Palamon) 

That hath thy pnson) / broken wikkedly 

I am thy mortal foo / and it am I 1736 

That loiieth so hoote / Emelye the brighte 

That I wol dyen / present in hir sighte 

"Wherfore I axe deeth / and my Iiiwise 

But slee my felawe / in the same wise 1740 

ffor bothe haue we / deserued to be slayn 

^ This worthy due" answerde anoon agayn 

And seyde / this is a short conclusion) peaf 24] 

Youre owene mouth / by youre confession) 1744 

Hath dampned yow / and I wol it reoorde 

It nedeth noghf to pyne yow wiiJi the corde 

Ye shul be deed / by myghty Mars the rede 

% The queene anoon / for verray wommanhede 1748 

HENGWKT 60 



Teseide. 



50 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 

As it were in a listis ryaly 

This Palamon answerde hastyly 

And seyde sere what nedith word is mo 

"We haue the deth deseruyd bothfe two 1716 

Two woful wrechis ben we two caytyuys 

That ben encomberit of oure owene lyuys 

And as f ou art a ry3tful lord & luge 

!N"e jif Ts neythir mercy ne refuge 1720 

But sle me ferst far seynte charite peaf iss.baek] 

But sle myn felawe ek as wel as me 

Or sle hym ferst for f ow f ou knowist it lyte 

He is fym dedly enemy arcyte 1724 

That fro f yn lond is banysschid on his hed ' gee v. 91 

ffor which he hath [de]seruyd to ben ded ; 

ffor this is he that come on to f yn ^ate 

And seyde that he hyte philostrate 1728 

Thus hath he lapid f " ful manye a jer 

And f ow hast makid hym f yn squyer 

And this IS he that louyth Emelye 

ffor sithe the day is come that I schal deye 1732 

I make pleyn myn confessioun 

That I am thilke woful Palamouw 

That hath thyn presouw broke wekedel^ ■ gee y. m. 

I am thi mortal fo / & it am I 1736 ' 

That louyth so bote Emalia the bryjte 

That I wele deye present m here syjte 

"Wherfore I aske deth & myn lu-wise 

But sle myn felawe ia the same wise 1740 

ffor bothe haue we disseruyd to ben slayn 

This worthi deuk answerde anon agayn 

And seyde f is is a schort conclusyou?^ 

Joure owene mouth be 30Mre confessiouw 1744 

Hath dampned 90W & I wele it reoorde 

It nedith not to pyne 30W with the corde 

3e schul be ded be my^ty mars the rede 

The quene a-non for veray woman-hede 1748 

CAMBRIDGE 50 



V. 00. 



50 6B0DP A. § 2. enight's tale. Corpus MS. 

As if were in a litett liste really 

IT This Palamoa answerde liastily 

And seide sire whaf needef wordes mo 

We haue Jie def deserued bofe tuo 

Tuo woful wrecches be we tuo caytyues 

That? Iben encombred of" cure owne lynes 

And as Jjou arf a rightful lord and luge 

Xe 3iue Tis ney])er mercy ne refuge 

Buf slee me first" for seinte charite 

But" slee my felawe eet" as wel as me 

Or slee Jbim [first] for fough fou knowesf it lite 

This IS ]ji mortel fo })is is arcite 

Thaf fro Jji lond is hanyssched on his heede 

ffor which he haj) deserued to be ded 

ffor fis is he fat com Ynto fi gate 

And seyde faf he highte PhUostrate 

Thus haJ! he laped fe ful many a jeere / 

And Jiou hasf maked him. fi cheeft squiere 

And ])is IS he Jjaf loue]) Emelye 

ffor sij) faf day is come fat* I schal dye 

I make pleynly my confession 

Thaf I am fUke woful Palamon) 

That* haf fi pmon broke wikkedely 

I am fi mortel foo and if am I 

Thaf louef so hote Emelya fe bright[e] 

Thaf I wol dye presenf in hir sighte 

Wher fore I axe def and my luwise 

But sle my felawe in fe same wise 

ffor bofe haue we deserued to be slayn 

f This worfi duk" answerde anon agayn 

And seide f is is a schorf conclusioun 

your owne mouf be joure confessiown 

Hajj dampned jou and I wol it recorde 

If needef noughf to pyne jou with fe eorde 

ye schal be ded by mighty mars fe reede 

The queen anon for verrey wommanhede 

COKPCS 50 



50 6E0UP A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 

H As it were in litel liste ryalty 

This Palamon answerde hastily 

And seide Sic' whaf nedef wordes moo 
1716 We han fe defe deserued bof twoo 1716 

Two woful wrecched be we two catyfes 

Jjat bene encombred of oure owne lifes 

And as fow arf a ri3tful lorde and luge 
1720 ^6 js'ie vs neifer mercy ne refuge 

Buf scle me fursf for semte larite 

Buf slee my felowe eke as wel as me 

Or slee hym [first] for fougK ^©[u] knowest lite 
1724 This is fi mortal ffoo Jus is arcite 

Thaf from Jji londe is banshed on his hede 
Oeaf 25: ffor whiche he haf deserued to be dede 

ffor fis is he faf come vnto fi gate 
1728 And saide faf he highf PhUostrate 

Thus haf he laped pe ful mony a jere 

And fou hasf made him fi chief squyere 

And fis is he faf louef Emelye 
1732 ffor sijj faf day is oommen faf I shal dye 

I make pleynly my confession 

Thaf I am ])ilk[e] wooful Palamon 

Thaf haJj fi prison broken wikkedly 
1736 I am fi mortal foo and if am I 

Thaf louej) so hote Emely fe brijf 

Thaf I wil dye presenf in her si^f 

Wherfore I axe def and my Iwes 
1740 Buf scle my felawe in fe same wise 

ffor bofe we han deserued forto be sclayn 

This worfi duke answer<S anon agayn 

And saide f is is a shorf conclusion 
1744 Joure owne moufe be joure confession 

HaJ) dampned fer 50U and I wil if recorde 

Hit nedej) nof to pyne 30U wif acorde 

He shul be dede by myjty mars fe rede 
1748 The quene anoon for verrey wommanhede 

PETWORTH 50 



f 24, back] 

1720 



1724 



1728 
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1748 



See V. 81. 



50 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowae MS. 

As it were in a litel list roiallie TeseMe. 

% This Palamon ansewerd hastelye 

And seide sire what nedef woides mo 

We haue-fe def deserued bofe tuo 1716 

Two wofuit wreches be we tuo Caytyuea 

That bene encumberde of owre owen lines 

And as fou art a riht-ful lorde and luge 

l>re ^if TS neyfer mercy ne refuge 1720 

Bot sle me first for seinte Charite 

And sle my f elaw eke as wele as me 

Or sle him for fouhe thou knowest it lite 

Jjis is fi mortal fo fis is Arcite 1724 

That fro fi londe is banysshed on his hed 

ffor whiche he hafe deserued to be dede 

ffor fis is he whiche come vn to fi gate 

And seide fat he hiht PhrLostrate". 1728 

Thus haf e he laped f e ful mony a jere jjeaf 2s, backj 

And f on hast maade him f 1 chef swyere 

And fis is he fat louef Emelye 

ffor sef fat daie is come fat .1. schal dije 1732 

.1. make pleinely my confessione 

]jat .1. am f Uke woful palamone 

Jjat haf e f i pn'sone broken wikkedly . 

.1. am fi mortale foo and it am .1. 1736 

Jjat louef e so hote Emelye f e brihte 

That wil dije present in hire sihte 

Where-fore .1. ax def e and my luyse 

Bot sle my felawe in fe same wise 1740 

ffor bof e we haue deserued to be sleine 

% This worf 1 Due ansewerd anone a3eine 

And seide this is a schort conclusione 

Jowre owren mouf e be ^owre confessione 1744 

Haf e dampne 30W and it wil recorde 

It nedef nouht to pyne 30W6 wif corde 

Je schal be ded be myhti Mars f e rede 

The qweene anone for verrei wommanhede 1748 

LAN SD OWNE 50 



See V. 91. 



V.90. 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 51 

Gam for to wepe / and so dide Emelye 

And alle the ladyes / in the compaignye 

Greet pitee was if as it thoughte hem alle 

That euere / swich a chaunce sholde falle 1752 

ffor gentil men they were / of greet estaaf 

And no thyng< hut for loue was this dehaaf 

And saugh hir Hody woundes / wyde and score 

And alle crieden / hothe lasse and moore 1756 

Haue mercy Lord / vp on vs wommen alle [leaf 2s, back] 

And on hir hare knees / adoun they falle 

And wolde haue kist his feet* ther as he stood 

TU at the laste / aslaked was his mood 1760 

ffor pitee / renneth scone in gentil herte 

And though / he firsf for Ire quock and sterte 

He hath considered / shortly in a clause 

The trespas of hem bothe / and eek the cause 1764 

And al though Jjat his Ire / hir gilt accused 

Yet in his resofl / he hem hothe excused 

And thus / he thoghte wel fat euery man 

Wol helpe hym self in loue / if that he kan 1768 

And eek deliuere hym self / out of prison 

And eek his herte hadde compassion 

Of wowmen / for they wepen euere in oon 

And / in his gentil herte / he thoughte anon 1772 

And softe vn to hym self / he seyde fy / 

Vp on a lord / that wol haue no mercy t Nofete doimni. 

But heen a leon) / hothe La word and dede 

To hem / fat heen in repentance and drede 1776 

As wel / as to a proud despitous man 

That wol maynteyne / that he first higan 

That lord / hath litel of discrecion 

That in swich cas / kan no diuision 1780 

But weyeth / pride and humblesse after oon 

And shortly / whan his Ire / is thus agoon 

He gaa to looken vp / with eyen lighte 

And spak thise same wordes / al on higfite 1784 

ELLESMERE 51 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 51 

Gan for to wepe / and so dide Emelye 

And alle the ladies / in the compaignye 

Greet pitee was it / as it thoughte hem aUe 

That euere synch, a chaunce / sholde falle 1752 

ffor gentil men they weere / of greet estaat 

And no thyng hut for loue / was this dehaaf 

And sawe / hir hlody wowndes / wide and soore 

And aUe cryden / bothe lasse and moore 1756 

Haue mercy lord / vp on vs wommen alle 

And on hir bare knees / adown they faUe 

And wolde haue kist his feet" ther as he stood 

Til at the laste / aslaked was his mood 1760 

ffor pitee / renneth soone in gentil herte 

And thogh he firsf for Ire quook and sterte 

He hath considred / shorthly in a clause 

The trespas of hem bothe / and eek the cause 1764 

And al thogh pat his Ire / hir gilt accused 

Yet m his reson) / he hem bothe excused 

IT As thus / he thoghte wel pat euery man 

"Wol helpe hym self in loue / if pat he kan 1768 

And eek / deliuere hym self / out of prison) 

And eek / his herte hadde compassion) 

Of wommen / for they wepten euere in oon 

And in his gentil herte / he thoghte anoon 1772 

And softe vn to hym / self he seyde fy 

Vp on a lord / that wol haue no mercy ^ note 

But be a leoh) / bothe in word / and dede 

To hem / that been in repentaunce and drede 1776 

As wel / as to a proud despitous man 

That wol mayntene / that he iirst bigan 

That lord / hath Htel of discrecion) 

That in swich caas / kan no dyuysion 1780 

But weyeth pryde / and humblesse / after oon 

And shortly / whan his Ire is thus agoon 

He gan to loken vp / with eyen lighte deaf 2*, back] 

And spak thise same wordes / al on highte 1784 

HENGWRT 51 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 51 

Gan for to wepe & so dede emelye 

And alle the ladyis in the cu?repanye 

Gret pete was it as it thoughte hem alle 

That euere swich a chaujise schulde faUe 1752 

ffor gentil men fey were of gret estat 

And nojjyng hut for loue was this debat 

And saw here blody woundis wide & sore 

And alle criedyn both lasse & more 1756 

Haue mersi lord 'vpon vs wemen alle [IvfuluA 

And on here bare kneis adoun fey falle 

And wilde a kissede hese fet fere as he stod 

TQ at the laste a-slakede was hese mod 1760 

ffor pete rennyt sone in gentil herte 

And though he ferst for yre quok & sterte 

he hath consideryd sohortely in a clause 

The trespase of hem bothe & ek the cause ^ P chauce: aUereOi 

And al-thow that hese yre hese gUt acused 1765 

Jit m hese resouw he hem hothe excused 

As thus he thouthe wel that euery man 

Wele helpe hym selve in loue jif that he can 1768 

And delyuere hym self 3if that he moun^ p moun: feiterj 

And ek hese herte hade compassioura 

Of wemen for fey wepyn euere m on 

And m hese gentil herte he thou3te a-non 1772 

And softe to hym self he seyde fy 

Vpon a lord that wele haue no mercy 

But by» a lyouw bothe m word & dede 

To hem that ben m repentaunt & drede 1776 

As wel as to a proud dispito?<s man 

That wele meyntene that he ferst began 

That lord hath lityl discreciouw 

That in swich cas hath no dyuysiouw 1780 

But weyeth pride & hu?»blesse aftyr on 

And schortly whan hese yre is pus agon 

He gan to lokyn vp with eyjyn ly^te 

And spak these same wordis alle on hyjte 1784 

CAMBRIDGE 51 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 51 

Com for to wepe and so dide Emelye 

And aft fe ladies of" J)e compaignye 

Gref pite was it as if Jjougfif hem alle 

Thaf euer such, a chaimce schtilde falle 1752 

fFor gentil men fei were of gref estatf 

And nojiing* hnf for loue was fis dehat" 

And saugh hire Moody woundes wide and sore 

And alle cryeden bojje lasse and more 1756 

Haue mercy lord vpon vs wommen aUe 

And on here hare knees doun j;ei falle 

And wolde haue kisf his feef pei as he stood 

Til atte last aslaked was his mood 1760 

ffor pite reime]) sone in gentil herte / 

And Jjough he ferstf for Ire quook" and sterte D«af as, back] 

he hajj considered schortly in a clause 

The trespas of* hem hothe and eek" J;e cause 1764 

And al jjough Jiaf his Ire hire gilf accused 

Jif in his reson he hem hojie excused 

As J)us he Jjoughte wel {)af euery man 

Wil helpe himself in loue if* jiaV he can 1768 

And eek" dehuere himself" out* of" pn'son 

And eek" his herte hadde compassion 

Of" wommem for Jiey wepen euer in oon 

And ia his gentil herte he foughf anon 1772 

And softe vnto himself he seide fy 

vpon a lord J>af wol haue no mercy 

Buf he a leon ho])e in word and dede / 

To hem paf ben m repentance and drede 1776 

As wel as to a proud dispitous man 

Thaf wol maintene faf he first" higan 

Thaf lord ha]) litel of" disoreeion 

Thaf ia such cas can no diuision 1780 

Euf weyeth pride and humhlesse after oon 

And schortly whan his Ire is Jus goon 

he gan to loken vp with eyghen ligBf 

And spak? J)is same wordes al on higfit 1784 

COKPUS 81 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Petwortt MS. 51 

Gan [for] to wepe and so seide Emelye 

And al Jje ladis in pe companye 

Grete pite was if as it fou^f hem alle 

Thaf euere such a ehaunce shuld byfaUe 1752 

ffor gentil men ]jei were of grete astate 

And no fmge huf for loue was fis debate 

And seegh her blody woundes wide and soie tieaf ss] 

And alle criden hoJ)[e] lasse and more 1756 

Haue mercy vpon ts wommen alle 

And on her bare knees doun f ei falle 

And wold han kissed his fete Jer he stoode 

Til af Jje lasf a-sclaked was his moode 1 760 

ffor pite rennej sone in gentile herte 

And f oughe he firsf for ire quoke and sterte 

He ha]) considered shortly in a clause 

The trespase of hem both[e] and J)e cause 1764 

And al {)0U3e his Ire her gilf accused 

3if in his reson he hem both excused 

And ])us he foujte wel faf euery man 

Wol helpe him self in loue if J)af he can 1768 

And eke delyuere him self ouf of pn'son 

And eke him seK Lad compassion 

Of wommen for fei wepen euere in oon 

And in his gentile herf he foujf anon 1772 

And soff vnto him self he seide fye 

Ypon a lord faf wil haue no mercy 

But" be a lyon bofe in woreJ and dede 

To hem faf bene in repentaunce and drede 1776 

As wel as to a prowde dispitous man 

That wil mey[n]tene faf he first bygan 

Thaf lord ha]) Htel in discreocion 

Thaf in such caas can no diuision 1780 

But weiej) pride and humhlenesse after* oon 

And shortely whan his Ire was fus agon 

He gan to loken vp wi]) eyen lighf 

And spake Jise same wordes al on highf 1784 

PETWOEXH 51 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. lansdowne MS. 51 

Gan for to wepe and so dide Emelie 
And al f e ladies in fe companye 
Grete pite was as hem fouht aHe 

That euer suche a ehaunce shold falle 1752 

ffor gentilmen ])ei were of grete astate 

And no])inge bot for loue was fis debate 

And sauhe hire blody woundes wide and sore 

And al criden bofe lasse and more ^ 1756 

Haue merci lorde vpon vs wemmen alle 

And on her bare knees downe fei falle 

And wolde haue kist his fote pere as he stode j 

Til att laste a-slaked was his moode 1760 

ffor pite rennej) sone iu gentil herte 

And j)ouhe he firste fore Ire quoke and sterte 

He considered schortly in a clause 

The trespas of hem bofe and eke f e cause 1764 

And al-fouhe fat his Ire hir gilte accusede 

3it in his reson he hem bo]) excusede 

And J)us he fouht wele fat euery man 

Wn helpe him selfe in loue if fat he can 1768 

And eke deliuere him self owte of prisons 

And eke his herte had compassione 

Of wemmen for fei wepen euer in one jieaissi 

And iu his gentift hert . he fouht anone 1772 

And soft vn to him self he seide fie 

Vpon a lorde fat wiUe haue no mercye 

Bot he be lyone bof e in worde and ia dede 

To hem fat bene in repentance and drede 1776 

Al so wele as to a proude dispitous man 

That wil Maiten fat he first be-gan 

That lorde haf litel of discrecion 

That in suche eas can no deuision 1780 

And weief e pride and humblenesse after one 

And whan his Ire is f us a-gone 

He gan to Loken vpe wif yhe liht 

And spake fis same wordes al on hiht 1784 

LANSDOWNE 51 



52 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 

^ The god of loue / A benedicite 

How myglity / and how greet a lord is he 

Ayeyns his mygfif ther gayneth none ohstacles 

He may be cleped a god / for hise myracles 1788 

ifor he kan maken / at Ms owene gyse 

Of enenoh herte / as pat h3nta list diuyse 

Lo heere this Arcite / and this Palamori) 

That quitly weren / out of my prison 1792 

And mygfite / han lyued in Thebes roially 

And witen / I am hir mortal enemy 

And Jiat hir deth / lith m my mygHt also 

And yet hath loue / maugree hir eyen two 1796 

[Y-]BrogBt hem hyder / bothe for to dye 

!N"ow looketh / is nat thaf an heigfi folye 

IT Who may [nat] been a fole / but if he loue 

Bihoold / for goddes sake j>at sit aboue 1800 

Se how they blede / be they nogSt wel arrayed 

Thus hath hir lord / the god of loue ypayed 

Hir wages / and hir fees / for hir seruyse 

And yet they wenen / for to been ful wyse 1804 

That seruen loue / for aught that may bifaUe Deaf 241 

But this is yet* the beste game of aUe 

That she / for whom they han this loKtee 

Kan hem ther fore / as muche thank / as me 1808 

She wooti namoore / of al this hoote fare 

By god / than woot a Cokkow of an hare 

But all moot ben assayed / hoot and cooW 

A man moot ben a fool / or yong< or ooW 1812 

I woot it by my self / ful yore agon 

ifor in my tyme / a seruant was I oon 

And therfoie / syn I knowe of loues peyne 

And woot hou soore / it kan a man distreyne 1816 

As he / pat hath / ben caught ofte in his laas 

I yow foryeue / al hoolly this trespaas 

At requeste of the queene / Jiat kneleth heere 

And eefc of Emelye / my suster deere 1820 
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52 GBotTP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 

IT The god of lone / a benedicitee 
How myghty / and how greet a lord is he 
Agayns his myghf . ther gayneth none obstacles 
He may be clepid a god / for his miracles 1788 

ffor he kan maken / at his owene gyse 
Of euerioh herte / as Jjot hym list deiiyse 
IT Lo here / this Areite / and this Palamou) 
That quitly were / out of my prison) 1792 

And myghte haue lyued m Thebes roiaUy 
And witen / I am hir mortal enemy 
And pat hir deeth / lyth m my myght also 
And yet hath loue / maugree hir eyen two 1796 

Broght hem hyder / bothe for to dye 
I^ow looketh / is nat thaf an heigh folye 
f Who may been a fool / but if he loue 
Bihoold for goddes sake / pat sit aboue 1800 

Se how they blede / be they noght wel arrayed 
Thus hath hir lord / the god of loue ypayed 
Hir wages / and hir fees / for hir seruyse 
And yet they wenen to be ful wyse 1804 

That seruen loue / for aught pat may bifaUe 
But this IS yef the beste game of alle 
That she / for whom / they haue this lolitee 
Kan hem ther fore / as muche thank as me 1808 

She woot namoore / of al this hoote fare 
By god / than woof a cokkow of an hare 
But al moot been assayed / hoot and coold 
A man moot been a fool / or yong' or oold 1812 

I woot it by my seK / ful yoore agoon 
ffor ia my tyme / a seruant was I oon 
And ther fore / syn I knowe of loues peyne 
And woot how soore / it kan a man distreyne 1816 

As he pat hath been caught* ofte in his laas 
I yow foryeue / al hoolly this trespas 
At requeste of the queene / pat kneeleth heere 
And eek of Emelye / my suster deere 1820 
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GEOTTP A. § 2. knight's TALE. Cambridge MS. 



The god of loue a benedicite 

How myghti & how gret a lord is he 

A-jens hese myjt pere geynyth none obstakeft 

He may be clepid a god for hese myrakeit 

ffor he can makyn at hese owene gyse 

Of eueryche herte as he l«ste deuyse 

Lo here pis arcite & pxs Palamouw 

That quytely weryn out of presouw 

And myjtyn a leuyd m thebes really 

And wetyn I am here mortal enemy 

And that here deth lyth m myn myjt also 

And ^it hath loue maugry here eyjyn two 

Brought hem hedyr bothe for to deye 

]Srow lokith is not this an hey folye 

Who may ben a fol but jif he loue 

Behold for godis sake that sit a-boue 

Se how pey blede be pey not wel arayed 

Thus hath here lord the god of loue hem paj-ed 

Here wagis & here feis for here seruyse 

And ^it pey wene for to ben ful wyse 

That seyn loue for oujt that may be-falle 

But pis is jit the beste gise of aUe 

That sen for whom they han this iolyte 

Kan hem therfore as meche thank as me 

Sche wot no more of al this bote fare 

By god than wot a kokkow or an hare 

But al mote ben asayed hot or cold 

A man mot nede ben a fol or jong or old 

I wote it be myn self ful jore agon 

ffor in myn tyme a seruaurat was I on 

And perfore syn I knowe of loue peyne 

And wot how sore it can a man distreyne 

As he that hath ofte be caujt iu his las 

I 30W for-jeue al holy this trespas 

At request of the quen that knelith here 

And ek of emalye myn systir dere 
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52- GEotjp A. § 3. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 

•fr Tke god of" lone a benedicite 
How mighty and how gref a lord is lie 
Ajeins his might* Jjer gayneji noa obstacles 
He may be cleped a god of* his miracles 1788 

ffor he can maken at" his owne gise 
Of euerich herte as faf him lisf deuise 
lo her Jiis aroite and Jjis Palamon 

That* c[tiytly were out" of my pWsotm. 1792 

And might" haue lyued m Thebes riaEy 
And witen I am here mortel enemy 
And Jiaf here delp lith in my might* also / 
And 3if haf) lone mangre here yghen tuo 1796 

Brought" hem hider bojje for to deye 
Kow loke)) is nof Jjaf an heih folye [leaf 26] 

^ Who may ben a fool but" if" he lone 
Byhold for goddes sake faf sittejj aboue 1800 

See how fai bleede be fai not" wel arrayed 
Thus ha]) hire lord Jje god of* loue y-paijed 
Hire wages and hire fees for hire sernise 
And 3!^ Jiei wenen for to ben ful wise 1 804 

That" seruen loue for aughf faf may bifaft 
But" fis is jet" Jie beste game of" alt 
That" sche for wham Jiei haue fis iolyte 
Can hem jjerfore as moche thank" as me 1808 

Sche woot" na more of" aft Jjis hoote fare 
By god fan woof a Cockow of" an hare 
But" al moot" ben assayed hoof and oolde 
A man moot" ben a fool or jong" or olde 1812 

I wof it by my self" ful yore agon 
ffor m my tyme a senianf was I on 
And ferfore syn I knowe of" loues peyne 
And woot" how sore if can a man distreyne 1816 

As he faf hath ben caughf often in his laas 
I you forjiue al holly fis trespas 
Af fe requeste of" fe queen faf kneelej) heere 
And eek" of Emelye my soster deere 1820 
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52 GP.OUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 

The god of love. Benedicite 

How myghty and howe grete a lord is he 

Ajeinst his myghf fer jeyne}) nofi obstacles 

He may be cleped a god for his myraoles 1788 

ffor he can maken at is owne gyse 

Of euerich herf as }>af hym lisf devise 

Lo here J)is arcite and Jiis Palamon Oeaf 26, back] 

That quietely were ouf of prison gon 1792 

And myghf haue lyued in thebes EiaUy 

And weten I am her mortal enemye 

And faf her dej) is in [my] myghf also / 

And jif haj) lone mawgre her eyen two 1796 

[I-JBroujf him hidere bo}i[e] forto dye 

[Now loke]) is nof fis a grete folye 

Who may be a fool buf if he loue 

Biholde for goddes lone faf sittef aboue 1800 

See howe fei blede bene fei nof wel araied 

Thus haJ) her lorde }ie god of loue hew paiecJ 

Her wages and her fees for her seruise 

And jif Jiei wenene for to bene ful mse 1804 

Thaf seruen loue for oujf J)af may bifalle 

Buf jif IS fis pe beste game of alle 

Thaf she for whom Jiei haue fis lolite 

Can hem as moche thonke as me 1808 

Shee wote no more of al Tpia bote fare 

By god ])an wote an Cuckowe or an hare 

Buf al mosf be assaied hote and col<J 

A man mote be a fool or jonge or old' 1812 

I wote if by my self for yore agone 

ffor in my tyme a seruawnte was I oone 

And ferfor sith I knowe of loues peyne 

And wote howe sore it can a man distreyne 1816 

As he faf ha]) oft bene caujf in his laas 

I 30U forjiue al holy ])is trespaas / 

Atte requesf of fe queue faf kneleji here 

And eke of Emelye my suster" dere 1820 
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52 GEoup A. § g, knight's tale. Lansdowne MS^ 

f The god of loue A Benedicite 

Howe myhti and howe grete a lorde is he 

Ajemes his myhtes fere gaynef none obstacles 

He maie be cleped a god for his miracles 1788 

ffor he can maken att his owen gise 

Of eueryche hert as fat him list deuise 

Loo here fis Arcite and Palamon 

That quytly weere owte my pnson 1792 

And myht haue leued m Thebes roialye 

And weten .L am here mortale enemye 

And fat hire def e life in my myht also 

And hafe loue Maugre here eyen two 1796 

Brouht hem hider bof for to die 

ISTowe lokef is nouht fat an hihe folye 

Who maye be a foole bot if he lone 

Be-holde for goddes sake fat sittef aboue 1800 

Se howe f ei blede be f ei nouht wele araide 

Thus hafe hire lorde f e god of loue ypaide 

Hire wages and her fees for hire seniise 

And jut fei wenen for to be ful wise 1804 

That seruen loue for ouht fat maie be-falle 
Bot f IS is jete f e beste game of alle 
That sche for wham fei haue fis lolite 
Kan hem ferfore as muche fonke as me 1808 

Sche woote no more of aft fis hote fare 
Bi god fan wote a cokkowe or an hare 
Bot al mot bene assaide hote and colde 
A man most be a foole or jonge or olde 1812 

•L wote it be my selfe ful jore a-gone [leaf 22, back] 

ffor in my time a seruant was -L one 
And fare-fore sef .L knowe of loues peine 
.L woote howe sore it kan a man distreine 1816 

As he fat hafe bue cauht oft in his lace 
.L jowe for-jef al holely fis trespace 1 

At f e request of f e quene fat knelef here 
And Eke of Emely my suster dere 1820 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 53 

And ye shul bothe / anon vn to me swere 

That neuere mo / ye slial my eontree dere 

N^e mate -weire vp on me nygBt ne day 

But been my freendes / ia al that ye may 1824 

I yow foryeue / this trespas euery deel 

And they him stroren / his axyng* faire and weel 

And hym of lordshipe / and of mercy preyde 

And he hem graunteth grace / and thus he seyde 

rpo speke / of roial lynage and nchesse 

-*- Though ])at she were a queene or a pnncesse 

Ech of you bothe / is worthy doutelees 

To wedden whan tyme is doutelees 

I speke / as for my suster Emelye 

fibr whom ye haue / this strif and lalousye 

Ye woot your selP she may nat wedden two 

Atones / though ye fighten euej-emo 

That oon of you / al be hym looth oi lief/ 

He moot[e] pipen / m an yuy leef 

This IS to seyn / she may nat now ban bothe 

Al be ye neuer so lalouse / ne so wrothe 

And for thy / I yow putte in this degree 

That ech of yow / shal haue his destynee 

As hym is shape / and herkneth in what wyse 

Lo heere your ende / of that I shal deuyse 

llTy wyl is this / for plat conclusion 

-L'J- With outen / any repplicaciofi 

If that you liketh / take if for the beste 

That euerich of you / shal goon where hym leste 

fErely / with outen raunson / or daunger 

And this day fifty wykes / far ne ner 

Euerich of you / shal brjmge an hundred knygfites 

Armed for lystes / yp at alle nghtes 

IT Al redy / to darreyne hire by batailLe 

And this bihote I yow / with outen faiQe 

Vp on my trouthe / and as I am a knygfif 

That wheithef of yow bothe Jat hath mygSf 
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GEOUP A. § 2. knight's talk Hengwrt MS. 53 

And ye shal bothe anoon / vn to me swere 

That neuere mo / ye shal my eontree dere 

K"e make werre vp on me / nyght nor day [isaf 26] 

But been my freendes / m al that ye may 1824 

I yow foryeue / this trespas euerydel 

And they hym sworen / his axing faire and wel 

And hym of lordshipe / and of mercy preyde 

And he hem graunteth gmce / and thanne he seyde 1828 

f To speke of roial lynage / and richesse 

Thogh fat she weere a queene / or a princesse 

Ech of yow bothe / is worthy doutelees 

To wedden whan tyme is / but nathelees 1832 

I speke / as for my suster Emelye 

ffor whom / ye haue this stryf and lalousye 

Ye woot your self . she may nat wedden two 

Atones / thogh ye fighten eueremo 1836 

That oon of yow / al be hym looth / or lief 

He moof go pipen / m an yuy leef 

This is to seyn / she may nat now haue bothe 

Al be ye nevere so lalous / ne so wrothe 1840 

And for thy / I yow putte in this degree 

That ech of yow / shal haue his destynee 

As hym is shape / and herkneth m what wyse 

Lo here youre ende / of that I shal deuyse 1844 

IT My wyl is this / for plat conclusion) 

"With outen any replicaciou) 

H that yow liketh / take it for the beste 

That euerich of yow / shal goon where hym leste 1848 

iirely / with outen raunsorD / or daunger 

And this day iifty wykes / fer ne neer 

Euerich of yow / shal brynge an hundred knyghtes 

Armed for listes / vp at alle nghtes 1852 

Al redy / to darreyne hire by bataiUe 

And this bihoote I yow / with outen faille 

Vp on my trouthe / and as I am a knyghf 

That wheither of yow bothe / fat hath myghf 1856 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's talk Cambridge MS. 53 

And je schul bothe a-non vn-to me swere 

That neuere mo 3e schul myn cuntre dere 

]!fe mak werre vp-on me nyjt ne day 

But ben mynne frendya in al that ^e may 1824 

I 30W for-jeue fis trespas euerydel 

And fey hy)» sworyn hise axmge fayre &• wel | 

And h-jm of lordschepe & of mercy preyede 

And he he?w grauwtede grace & fus he seyde 1828 

To speke of ryal lynage & of rychesse (leaf 157] 

Thow that sche were a quen or a pnncesse 

Eche of 50W bothe is worthi douteles 

To weddyn whan tyme is / but neuer the les 1832 

I speke as for myn sustyr Emalye 

ffor who?)i 36 ban fis stryf of lelousye 

3e wote jowre self sche may not wedde two 

At onys fey ^e fyjte euere mo 1836 

To on of 30W / al be hym loth or lef 

He mote go pipe in an yuy lef 

This IS to seyn sche may not now ban bothe 

Al be 36 neuere so lelous ne so wrothe 1840 

And for-thi I 30W putte m f is degre 

That eche of yow schal han hese destene 

As hym is schapyn & herkenyth m what wyse 

Lo here 30Mre ende of that I schal 30W deuyse 1844 

Myn wil is this for plat conclusiouw 

With-outyn ony repHcacyouK 

?if that 30W likytb tak it for the beste 

That eueryche of 30W schal gon ry3t were hym leste 1848 

ffrely wtt/i-oute raumsu?» or dauwger 

And f is day fifty woukis fer & ner 

Eueryche of 30W schal brynge an hunderit knyghtis 

Armyd for lystis vp at alle ryghtis . 1852 

Al redy to darrayne here by batayle 

And this be-hote I 30W witA-outyn fayle 

Vp on myn trouthe & as I am a kny3t 

That whethir of 30W bothe that hath myght 1866 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 53 

And je sehal bofe anon Tnto me swere 

That" neuere je schal my coroune dere 

ISTe make ■werre ypon me nighf ne day 

But* ben my frendes in alls faf je may 1824 

I 3on forjiue Jiis trespas euery del 

And J)ey lum sworen Jus axing" fair and wel 

And him of" lordsehipe and of mercy preide 

And lie hem graantep grace and fus he seide 1828 

To speke of" riaft lynage and richesse 

Jough faf sche were a queen or a princesse 

Eoh of 3 on bojie is worjjy douteles 

To wedde whan tyme is but" nafeles 1832 

I speke as for my suster Emelye / 

if or whom 30 haue Jiis strip and Jalousie [leaf 26, back] 

Je wite 30ure self" sche may not* wedde tuo 

Af oones ])ough je flghten eueremo 1836 

That" oon of" 30U al be him lo]> or leef" 

He moof go pypen in an yuy leef" 

This is to sey sche may nof haue bofe 

Al be 36 neuer so lalouse ne so wrofe 1840 

And for-J)i I 30U putte in Jiis degre 

Thaf ech of" 30U schal haue his destine 

As him IS schape and kerknef in what* wise 

Lo heer 30ur ende of" ])af I schal deuyse / 1844 

IT My wU is fis for plaf conclusion 

Wijjouten eny replicacion 

If" Jiat 30W like)) takej) it" for fe beste / 

Thaf euerych of" 30U schal gon wher him leste 1848 

ffrely wifouten Eaunceon or daunger 

And fis day fifty wykes fer ne neer 

Euerich of" 30U schal bringe an hundred knightes 

Armed for fe lystes vp al rightes 1852 

Al redy to darreyne hir by bataUe 

And fis biheete 1 30U wifonte faUe 

vpon my tmvLpe and as I am a knighf 

Thaf whejier of" 30U bofe fat" haj) migfef 1856 
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GEOCP A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 53 

And 36 shul bo])e vnto me swere 

That" neuermore 30 shul my cuntre dere 

ISTe make werre vpon me ny3t" ne day 

But bene my frendes m al J;af 30 may 1824 

I nowe for3eu6 fis trespase euery deft 

And Jjei hym swore his axmg" fair" and weft 

And him of lordship and of mercye preide Deaf 26] 

And so hem grauntejj grace and fus he seide 1828 

To speke of Eial lynage and ricches 

Thoo fat she were a queue or a princesse 

Eche of 30U bofe is worfi doutelees 

To wedden whan tyme is but" nafelees 1832 

I speke as for my suster" Emelye 

ffor whoom 36 haue Jus strif and lelosie 

5e wote 30ure self ze may nof wedden two 

Af ones f ou3e 30 fi3ten euermoo 1836 

faf oon of 30U be he lof or liefe 

He mof go pipen in an yve liefe 

This is to say she may nof nowe haue bot6 

Ife be 3e neuere so lelous and so wroth 1840 

And for-fi fer nowe puf in f is degre 

Thaf eche of 30U shal haue his destane 

As him is shape and harkenef in whaf wise 

Lo here 30ure ende and f af I shal devise 1844 

% My wille is f is for plaf conclusion 

Wif oute[u] eny replicacion 

3if f af 30U Hkef take if for f e besf 

Thaf euery of 30U shal go wher hym lesf 1848 

ffrely wif outen raunson [or] daungere 

At f is day fifty wekes fer ne nere 

EuericB of 30U shal bryng" an .C. kny3tes 

Armed for listes vp al rightes 1852 

Al redy to darreyn hie' by batayle 

And f is bihote I 30U wif outen faile 

Vpon my trouf e and as I am a kny3f 

fat wheder of 30U bof [e] f af haf my3f 1856 , 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. lansdowne MS. 53 

And 36 schaft Bof e anone vn to me swere 

fat neuer 30 schal my coroune dere 

Ife make werre vpon me nyht ne daie 

Bot bene my frendes in al fat 30 maie 1824 

.1. 3owe for-3eue fis trispaas euery dele 

And f ei him sworne his axen faire and wele | 

And him of lordeschipe and of Mercie preide 

And hem grauntef e grace and fus he seide 1828 

IT To speke of Eoial Hgnage and richesse 

Thouhe fat sche weere a queene or a Princesse 

Eche of 3owe bof e is worf 1 doutelesse 

To wedden whan time is bot naf elesse 1832 

.1. speke as for [my] suster Emelye 

ffor whom .1. haue. f is strif and lalowsie 

5e wit 30ure selfe sche maie nouht wedden twoo . v. 95. 

Att ones fouhe 30 feihten euer moo 1836 

Bot one of 3owe al be him lof e or leue 

He mote go pipen in an yuy leue 

This to sei sche maye nouht haue bof e 

Al be 3e neuer so lelouse ne so wrofe 1840 

And for-fi .1. 3owe pute in fis degre 

That iche of 30W schal haue his destanye 

As him is schape arid herkenef e in whatt wise 

Lo here 30WTe ende of fat .1. schal deuise 1844 

IT Mi wift is [this i] for plate conclusione [i Ms. rubieaj 

Wif -owten any replicacione 

If fat 30we likef takef it for f e beste 

That eueryche of 3owe schal gone where him leste 1848 

firely wif -owten Eaunsofi or daungere 

And . fis daie fifty wekes fer ne nere 

Eueryche of 3owe schal bringe an .0. knyhtes 

Armed for lystes vp al Eihtes 1852 

Al redi to darreine hir by Bataile 

And fis behet .L 30W wif-owte faile . 

Vpon my troufe and as .1. am knyht lOsatuj 

That whef er of 30we bof e fat haf e miht 1856 
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54 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 

This IS to seyn / that wheither he or thow 

May with his hundred / as I spak of now 

Sleen his contrarie / or out of lystes dryue 

Thanne shal I yeue / Emelya to wyue 1860 

To whom fat iGfortuiie / yeueth so fair a grace 

Tho lystes / shal I maken in this place 

And god so wisly / on my soule rewe 

As I shal euene luge been and trewe 1864 

Te shul noon oother ende / wz't/i. me maken 

That oon of yow / ne shal be deed or taken 

And if yow thynketh / this is weel ysayd 

Seyeth youre auys / and holdeth you apayd 1868 

This IS youre ende / and youre conclusion 

^ "Who looketh lightly now / but Palamon 

Who spryngeth Tp for loye / but Aicite 

Who kouthe telle / or who kouthe endite 1872 

The loye / fat is maked m the place 

Whan Theseus / hath doon so fair a grace 

But doun on knees / wente every maner wighf 

And thonken hym / with al hir herte and myglit' 1876 

And namely the Thebans often sithe 

And thus with good hope / and -wiih, herte blithe 

They taken hir leue / and homward gonne they ride 

To Thebes / with hise olde wallas wyde 1880 

^ Explicit secunda pars 

% Sequitwr pars tercia 

T trowe / men wolde deme it necligence 

-*• If I foryete / to teUen the dispence 

Of Theseus / that gooth so bisily 

To maken vp / the lystes roially 1884 

That swich a noble Theatre / as it was 

I dar wel seyn / in this world ther nas 

The cu'cuit / a myle was aboute 

WaUed of stoon / and dyehed al with oute 1888 

Eound was the shape / in manere of compaas 
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54 GEOtp A. § 2. KNiGiHT's TAL& Eeiigwrt MS. 

This is to seyn / fat wheither he or thou 

May with his hundred / as I spak of now 

Sleen his contrarie / or out of lystes dryue 

Thanne shal I yeue / Emelye to Avyue 

To whom fat fifortune / yeueth so fair a grace 

The lystes / shal I maken in this place 

And god so wisly / on my soule rewe 

As I shal / euene luge been and trewe 

Ye shul noon oother ende / with me maken 

That oon of yow ne / shall be deed / or taken 

And if yow thynketh / this is well ysayd 

Sey youre auys / and holdeth yow apayd 

This IS youre ende / and youre conclusion) 

% Who looketh lightly now / but Palamon) 

Who spryngeth rp for ioye / but Aroite 

Who koude telle / or who koude it endite 

The loye / that is maked m the place 

Whan Theseus / hath doon so fair a grace 

But doun on knees / wente euery maner wighf 

And thonken hym / with al hn" herte and myghf 

And namely the Thebans ofte sythe 

And thus with good hope / and herte blythe 

They take hir leeue / and homward gonne they ryde 

To Thebes / with olde walles wyde 

Explicit' prima pars 



Incipif pars secunda ^ 
T trowe / men wolde deme it necligence 
-^ If I foryete / to tellen the despence 
Of Theseus / that gooth so bisily 
To maken vp the lystes / loiaUy 
That swich a noble Theatre / as it was 
I dar wel seyn / in this world ther nas 
The circuit' a myle was aboute 
Walled of stoon / and dyehed al with oute 
Eound was the shape / in manere of compas 

HEKGWRT 54 



1876 



1880 



1884 



1888 



54 SRoup A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 

This is to seyne that whef er he or f ou 
May -with hese huwderede as I spak of now 
Sle hese contraryo or out of lystis dryue 
Than schal I 3eue Emalye to wyue 
To whom that fortune jeuyth so fayr a grace 
The lystis schal I make ry^t here m f is plase 
And god so wisely on myn soule rewe 
That I schal euene luge ben & trewe 
Je scliul non of er ende -with me make 
That on of jow schal be ded or take 
And jif 30W f ynkith f is is wel I-sayd 
Seyth 30ure auys and holdith 30W apayed 
This IS ymm ende & 30uie conclusyoure 
Who lokyth ly3tely now but palamouw 
Who spryngyth vp for loye but arcite 
Who couthe telle or who couthe endite 
The loye that is now schewid m the place 
Whan Thesiz<« hath / don so fayr a grace 
But doun on kneis wente euery man[er] wi3t 
And f ankede hym -wiih al here herte & my3t 
And nameUche the thebens ofte sythe 
And f MS with god hope & with, herte blythe 
They take here leue & homward fey guwne ryde 
To Thebes -wiih olde waUys wyde 



1860 



1864 

[leaf 157, back] 



1868 



[no slaif%ng men- 
tioned.] 



1872 



1876 



r' tanta grazia,' 
T. 100.] 



[Part III. No gap in the MB!] 

I trowe men wolde it deme necligence 
?if I for-3ete to telle f dispence 
Of Thesi«<s that goth so besily 
To makyn vp the listis ryaUy 
That swich a noble theatre as it was 
I dar wel seyn m this world fere nas 
The Cyrcuyt a myle was aboute 
WaUyd of ston & dychid al wj't^oute 
Eound was the schap in maner of cumpas 

CAMBaiDGE 54 



1880 



the lyst?5 



1884 



• Vll. 108. 
1888 , [noaiteA.5 



54 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 

This. is to sein Jiaf whefer lie or Jiou 

May with hia hundred as I spak" of now 

Sle his contrarie or out* of* lystes dryiie 

Thaf schal I jme Emelya to -wyue 

To ■whom Jiat* fortune jeueji so fair a grace 

The lystes schal I maken m fis place 

And god so wisly on my soule rewe 

As I schal euen lugge ben and trewe 

36 schal non ofer eende wi}) me maken 

fat" on of 30U schal ben deed or taken 

And if" 30U J)inke]j jjis is wel y-sayed 

Sey 30ur avys and holdef 30U appaied 

This IS 30ur ende and 30Tjr conclusion. 

Who lokej) lighty now buf Palamon 

Who springef vp for loye buf arcite 

Who cou]ie telle or who coufe it endite 

The loye faf is maked m fe place 

Whan Theseus haf don so fair a grace 

Buf doun on knees -wenf euery maner wighf 

And Jjonked him wi]) aft here herf and mighf 

And namely fe Thebanes ofte sife 

And fus wif good hope and wif herte bUfe 

They take feir leue and homward gon fei ride 

To Thebes with olde walles wyde 

[PART in. No gap in the MS.] 

I trowe men wold it" deme necligence 
yfi I for3ete te tellen Jie dispense 
Of Theseus Jaf goj) so busily 
To maken vp fe lystes ryally 
That such a noble theatre as if was 
I dar wel seyn in fe world fer nas 
The circuite a Mile was aboute 
WaUed of" stoon and diched al wifoute 
Bound was fe schap in maner of" compas 

COUPUS 54 



1860 



[leaf 26, back] 

1864 



54 GEOup A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 

This is to seyn faf whedere he or fowe 

May wi]) his hundred as I haue spoke of nowe 

Slee his contrary or ouf of lystes drive 
I860 Than shal I ^eue hym Emely to wyve 

To whom Jat fortune haf 3eue so faire a grace 

The listes shal I do maken m Jus place 

And god so wisly on my soule rwe 
1864 As I shal euene luge be and trwe 

3e shal non ofere ende wi]) me make 

faf oon of 30U shal be dede or take 

And if yow fenke Jjis is wel yseide 
1868 Sey 3oure avice and holde 30U wel apaide 1868 

This IS 30ure ende and 30Mr conclusion 
[leaf 27J Who lokef lightly now buf Palamon 

Swo springeth vp for loie buf Arcite 
1872 Who coude telle or who coude if endite 1872 

The loie faf is made m faf place 

Whan Theseus haf don so faire a grace 

Buf doune on knees wenf euery manere wi3f 
1876 And thonked hym wi}) al her herf and my3f 1876 

And namely ])iS6 Thybeanes mony sith 

And lius wi]) hope and herte blith 

Thei take her leue and homward' gan ])6i ride 
1880 Tho Thebes-war(5 wif olde walles wide 1880 

[ 



no gap m the MS.'\ 

IT I trowe men wolde deme if necligence 

If I for3ete to telle fe dispence 

Of Theseus faf gof so bisily 
1884 To maken vp fe listes rially 

Thaf suche a noble theatre as if was 

I dar wel seyn in J)is world? ther nas 

The circuyte a myle was aboute 
1888 WaUed wi]) stone ared dicched al wij) oute 

Eounde was Jje shappe m manere of a compas / 

p PETWOKTH 64 



1884 



1888 



54 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

This is to seme whefer he or fou 

Maie wi]) his hundre]) as .1. spak of nowe 

Sle his contrarie or owte of listes driue 

That schal .1. jeue Emelia to wif 18G0 

To whome fat fortone 3eue]) so faire a grace 

The listes schal .1. maken in pis place 

And god so wisly on my soule rewe 

As .1. schal Euen luge be and trewe 1864 

5e schol none oper ende wi]) me makene 

Jjat one of 30we ne schait be dede or takene 

And 3if 30W6 Jjinkeji Jiis is wele .I.-seide 

Seil)e 30wre avise a?i<i holde 30we wele apaide 1868 

This es 3oure ende and 3oure conclusione 

Who lokej) lihtly nowe bot palamone 

Who sprmgej) vp for ioie bot arcite 

Who cou])6 telle or who coufe it endite 187? 

The ioye fat is maked m J)6 place 

Whan Theseus hafe done so faire a grace 

But downe one knees went euery manere wiht 

And ])onked him wif al here hert and myht 1876 

And namely fe Thebanes oft sife 

And fus wif good hope and wiff e herte blife 

Thei taken here leue and homward gan f ei ride 

To Thebes wif olde walles wide 1880 



{PART III. No gap in the MS.} 

.1. trowe men wolde it deme Necligence 
3if .1. for-jate to tellen f e dispence 
Of Theseus fat gof e so besily 
To Maken vp f e listes roiaUy 
}3at suche a noble theatre as it was 
.L dare wele saie in fe werlde fere nas 
The circuite a MUe was aboute 
Walled of stone and diche aft wif -oute 
EouMe was f e schappe maner of compas 

LANSDOWNE 54 



V.t 



[no slaying men- 
tioned.] 



r' tanta grazia,' 
V. 100.] 



1884 



• VII. 108. 
1888, [no dUch.^ 



GEOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 55 



iFul of degrees / the heighte of sixty pas 

That whan a man / was set / on o degree 

He lette naf his felawe for to see 

IT Estward / ther stood a gate of Marhul whit/ 

"Westward right swich another in the opposif 

IT And shortly to concluden / swicB a place 

Was noon in erthe / as in so litel space 

ffor in the lond / ther was no crafty man 

That geometne or Ars Metrik kan 

Ne portreitowr / ne keruere of ymages 

That Theseus / ne yaf [him] mete and wages 

The Theatre / for to maken and deuyse 

And for to doon / his ryte and sacrifise 

He Estward / hath vp on the gate ahoue 

In worships of Venus goddesse of loue 

Doon make an Auter / and an Oratorie 

And on the westward / in memorie 

Of Mars / he maked hath right swich another 

That coste largely / of gold a fother 

And I^orthwarcS /ma Touret / on the wal 

Of Alahastre whif and reed coral 

An Oratorie / riche for to see 

In worshipe of Dyane of Chastitee 

Hath Theseus doon wroghf in nohle wyse 

IT But yet" hadde I foryeten to deuyse 

The noble keruyngf and the portreitures 

The shape / the contenaunce and the figures 

That weren / m tliise Oratories thre 

IT ffirst' ill the temple of Yenus / maystow se 

Wroght on the wal / ful pitous to hiholde 

The broken slepes / and the sikes colde 

The sacred teens / and the waymentynge 

The firy strokes / and the desirynge 

That loues seruauntz / in this lyf enduren 

The othes / that her couenantz assuren 

Plesaunce and hope / desir foolhardynesse 

ELLESMERE 55 



1892 



[leaf 25] 

1896 



1900 



1904 



1908 



1912 



1916 



1920 



1924 



GBOtJp A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 55 

fful of degrees / the heighte of sixty paas 

That whan a man / was sefr on o degree 

He letted noghfr his felawe for to see 1892 

^[ Estward ther stood a gate / of Marbul whit 

Westward / right swioh another / m the oposif 

And shortly to concluden / swich a place 

Was noon in erthe / as in so lite a space 1896 

ifor m the lond / ther was no crafty man peaf sej 

That Geometry e / or Ars metrik kan 

E"e purtreyour / ne keruere of ymages 

That Theseus / ne yaf mete and wages 1900 

The Theatre / for to maken and deuyse 

And for to doon / his ryte and sacrifise 

He Estward hath / yp on the gate aboue 

In worship of venus / goddesse of loue 1904 

Doon maad an Auter / and an oratorie 

And on the westward / m memorie 

Of Mars / he maked hath right swich another 

That coste largely / of gold a fother 1908 

And Northward /ma touref on the wal 

Of Alabastre whif and reed Coral 

An oratorie / nche for to see 

In worshipe / of Diane of chastitee 1912 

Hath Theseus / doon wroghf m noble Wise 

IT But yet hadde I forgeten / to deuyse 

The noble keruyng / and the purtreitwres 

The shape / the contenance / and the figures 1916 

That weren / m thise oratories thre 

f ifirst / in the temple of Venus / maystow se 

Wroght on the wal / ful pitous to biholde 

The broken slepes / and the sykes colde 1920 

The sacred teerys / and the waymentynge 

The firy strokes / of the desirynge 

That loues seruantz / m this lyf enduren 

The othes / that hir couenantz assuren 1924 

Plesance / and hope / desir / foolhardynesse 

HENGWET 55 



GEOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 55 



I. es oposito 



fful of dcgreis the hey3te of sexty pas 
That whan a man was set on a degre 
He lettyth not his felawe for to se 
Estward fere stod a gate of marbO. whit 
Westward swich a nofer m the opposit 
And sohortly for to conclude swich a -place 
Was non in erthe of so lytU space 
ffor in the lond yere nas no crafty man 
That lemetrye or arsrnetrik can 
N"e portretoMr ne keruere of ymagis 
That Thesyus hjm jaf mete & wagis 
The theatre for to makyn & deuyse 
And for to don his ryte & sacryfise 
He est-ward hath vp on the gate a-boue 
In worschepe of venus goddesse of loue 
Don make an auter & an oratorye 
And on the westward m memorye 
Of mars he makyd hat ry3t swich a nofer 
That coste of gold largely a fother 
And norward m a toret of the wal 
Of alabastre whit & red coral 
An oratorye ryche for to se 
In worschepe of Diane of chastite 
Hath ThesMJS don wroujt m noble wise 
But ^it hadde I forjetyw to deuyse 
The noble keruyng & the portreyture 
The schap the coTOtenau?^ce & the fygure 
That weryn in these oratoryis thre 
ffyrst m the temple of venws mayst Jiou se 
Wroujt on the wal ful pitous to be-hold 
The brokene slepis & the sikys colde 
The secret terys & fe waymentyng 
The fery strokys of the desyryng 
That louys seruauMtys of this lyf enduren 
The Cothis that here couenauBtys assuryn 
Plesauwce hope desyr folhardynesse 
cambeidge 55 



Teseide. 



_ vu. uo. 
1892 • 

Porta Marmons . VII. 109, 



1896 



1900 

[leaflSS] 



VeiiM? 

1905 

Mars 

1908 



Dyane 

1913 



1916 



1920 



I vn.59. 



1924 



I See VII. 55-6. &e. 



GROUP A. § 8. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 

fful of" degrees fe lieiglite of sixty j-taas 
Than -whan, a man was sette on oo degre 
He lettede nougkf his felawe for to see 
Estward fer stood a gate of marbel -wMte 
Westward righf south anofer in opposite 
And sohortly to conclude such a place 
Was non m er])e as m so litel a space 
ffor m J36 lond fer nas no crafty man 
Thaf Geometrie or ars metrike can 
!N"e purtreiour ne keruer of ymages 
That Theseus ne gain him mete and wages 
The Teatre for to make and deuyse 
And for to don his rite and sacrifise 
he estward hath vpon fe gate ahoue 
In worschip of Venus Jje goddesse of loue 
Don make an auter and an oratone 
And of Jje westward m memone 
Of Mars he maked hath righfr such anofer 
That coste largely of gold a fojjer 
And northward in a toref on fe walle 
Of alahaustre whif and reed coralle 
An oratori riche for to see 
In worschip of Diane of chastite 
hath Theseus don wroughf m nohle wise 
But; jif hadde I forgetyn to deuyse 
Jie noble peyntyng* and Jie purtraitures 
The schap J)e contienance and fe figures 
That* weren in fise oratories fre 
fferst" in fe temple of venus maisf Jjou se 
Wroughf in fe walle fnl pitous to hiholde 
The broken sleepes and jie sikes colde 
])e sacrede teeres and Jie waymentyng* 
The fyre strokes of fe desyrmg* 
Thaf loues seruantz in Jjis lijf enduren 
The othes faf here couenantz ensuren 
Plesanf and hope desir fol-hardynesse 
COKPUS 55 



55 
1892 

1896 

1900 

1904 

[leaf 27, back] 

1908 
1912 
1916 
1920 
1924 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 55 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 55 



fful of degrees ];e heghf of sixty paas 

Thaf whan a man was sette on oon degre 

He letted not" his felawe forto see 

Estward? fer stode a gate of Marbel white 

Westward' right* such a nojjer m Jie opposite 

And shortely to conclude such a place 

Was non in erfe as m so litel space 

ffor in fe londe Jier nas no crafty man 

Thaf Geometrye or arsmetrike can 

Ne purtraiour' ne keruer* of ymages 

Thaf Theseus ne jaue hmi mete and wages 

The theater to make and to devise 

And forto doon his ri^f and his sacrifise 

He Estwar(J haj) [up]on Jje gate aboue 

In worship of wenus goddes of loue 

Done maken an awtere and an oratone 

And on fe westward' side m memorie 

Of Mars he haJ) maked njf such anofere 

Jiaf cosf largely of gold a ffojiere 

And noi'fwarcJ in a to«aetf on Jie watt 

Of Alabaster white and rede Coraft 

An oratorie riche forto see 

In worship of Diane of chaastite 

Ha]) Theseus done wroujf m noble wise 

Buf jif had I forgets forto devise 

Thaf noble kervmgges and fe powrtratures 

Jie shappe Je countenawnce and Jie figures 

J)af weren m Jie oratories thre 

fiEirsf m Jje temple of Venus maist \ovl see 

"Wroujf on Jie walle ful pitous to biholde 

Jie broken slepes and pe sighes colde 

Jie sacred teeres and fe waymentynge 

Jie firy strokes of Je desiringe 

Jiaf loues seruawntes m Jus lif enduren 

Jie Ojies Jiaf her conaMutes assuren 

Plesaunce and hope, desire fool-hardynesse 

PETWOETH 55 



1892 



1896 



[leaf 27] 

1900 



1904 



1908 



1912 



1916 



1920 



1924 



fful of degrees Jie heighte of sexti pas 
That whan a man was sette on o degree 
He let-it nouhte his felow for to see 
Estwarde Jjere stoode a gate of marble white 
Westward riht stoode a-nojier in ]ie opposite . 
And schortly to conclude suche a place 
Was none in erjie and m so litel a space . 
ffor m Jie londe Jiere nas no crafti man 
That Geomatrie or arce metrik can 
E"e Purtreoure ne keruer of ymages 
Thas Theseus ne jafe mete and wages 
The Theatre to make and to deuise 
And for to done his riht and sacrifice 
He Estwarde haji vpon Jie gate aboue 
In worschipe of venus goddes of loue 
Done maken an Auter and an Oratorie 
And iu Je westwarde in Memorie 
Of Marce he Maked hajie riht suche anojier 
])at cost largeli of gold a fojier 
And ITorthwarde in a toret on- Jie walle 
Of Alabastre white and rede Coralle 
An oratorie riche for to se 
In worschipe of Dyane of chastite 
Hajie Theseus don wrouht in noble wise 
Bot jite had .1. forge ten to deuise 
]je noble painte3mge and Jie puitres 
The schappe Jie countenance and Jie figures 
That weren in Jiese oratories Jire 
fferst in Jie temple of venus maist Jiou see 
Wrouhte m pe waUe fu[l] pitouse to be-holde 
The broken slepes and Jie sikes colde 
The sacrede teres and Jie weymenynge 
The firy strokes of desiremge 
That loues seniant3 in Jiis life enduren 
The ojies Jiat here couenantz ensuren 
Plesant and hope desire foolhardinesse 
lansdowne 55 



1892 



1896 

[leaf 24, back] 



vn. UO. 



vn. 109. 



1900 



1904 



1908 



1912 



1916 



1920 



1924 



vn. 59. 



See VII.'65-8, &c. 



56 GEoup A. § 2. knight's tale. EUesmere MS. 

Beautee and youtlie / baudene nchesse 

Charmes and force / lesynges flaterye 

Despense / bisynesse and lalousye 1928 

That wered of jelewe gooldes a gerland' 

And a Cokkow / sittynge on hir hand' 

ffestes / Instmmentz / caroles daunces 

Lust and array / and alle the circumstauwces 1932 

Of lone / whiche Jjat I rekned haue / and rekne shal 

By ordre / ^veren peynted on the wal 

And mo / than I kan make of mencion 

ffor soothly / al the mount of Citheron 1936 

Ther Venus / hath hn* pnncipal dwellynge 

Was shewed on the wal / m portreyynge 

"With al the gardyn / and the lustynesse 

JSTat was foryeten / the Porter ydelnesse 1940 

Ne Ifarcisus the faire / of yore agon 

And yef the folye / of kyng* Salamon) 

^ And eefc the grete strengthe of Ercules ueaf 26, back] 

Thenchauntementz of Medea and Circes 1944 

ISTe of Turnus / witJi the hardy fiers corage 

The riche Cresus / kaytyf / m seruage 

Thus may ye seen / Jjat wysdom ne nchesse 

Beautee ne sleighte / strengthe hardynesse 1948 

K'e may with Venus / holde champartie 

ffor as hir lisf the world than may she gye 

Lo alle thise folt so caught were in hir las 

Til they for wo / ful ofte seyde alias 1952 

Suffisetli heere / ensamples oon or two 

And though / I koude rekene a thousand mo 

rphe statue of Venus / glorious for to se 

-*- Was naked / fletynge m the large see 

And fro the nauele doun / al couered was 

WitJi wawes grene / and hrighte as any glas 

A Citole / 111 hu" right hand / hadde she 

And on hir heed / ful semely for to se 

A Rose gerland fressB / and wel smellynge 

ELLBSMEKE 66 



1956 



1960 



56 GEODP A. § 2. kmght's tale. Eengwrt MS. 

Beautee and youthe / haudrye / nchesse 

Charmes and force / lesynges / ilaterye 

Despense / hisynesse / and lalousye 1928 

That wered / of yelowe gooldes a gerland' 

And a Cokkow / sittyng on hir hand 

ffestes / Instrumentz / caroles / daunces 

Lust and array / and alle the cu'oumstaunces 1932 

Of loue / whiche fat I rekned / and rekne shal 

By ordre / weren peynted on the wal 

And mo than / I kan make of mencion) 

ffor soothly / al the Mount of Citheron) 1936 

Ther Venus / hath hir pnncipal dweUynge [leaf 26, bacii 

Was shewed on the wal / m purtreyynge 

With al the gardyn / and the lustynesse 

jSTat was foryeten / the porter ydelnesse 1940 

ISTe Ifarcisus the faire / of yoore agon 

He yet / the folie / of kyng Salomon 

Ke yef the grete strengthe of Ercules 

Thenchantementz / of Medea and Circes 1944 

ISTe of Turnus / with the hardy fiers corage 

The ryche Cresus / caytif m seruage 

^ Thus may ye seen / Tpat wisdom ne nchesse 

Beautee / ne sleighte / strengthe hardynesse 1948 

Ne may with Venus / maken champartie 

ffor as liir lusf the world than may she gye 

Lo all this folk / so caught were m hir laas 

Til they for wo / ful ofte seyde alias 1952 

Suflfiseth heere ensamples / oon or two 

And though / I koude rekne a thousand mo 

^ The statue of Venus / glorious for to see 

.1. mar^ 

Was naked / fletyng* m the large See 1956 

And fro the nauele doun / al couered was 

With wawes grene / and hrighte as any glas 

A Citole 111 hir right hand / hadde she 

And on hir heed / ful semely for to se I960 

A rose gerland / fressh / and wel smellynge 

IIBNGWET 56 



56 GEOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 

Beute & 30uthe baudne nchesse 
Charmys & force lesynge & flaterye 

Dispence besynesse & lelousye 1928 

That werede of jelwe flourys a garlond 

And a cokkow sittynge on hese hand 

ffestis instrumentis karolys dauwsis 

lust & aray & alle }je circu?rastancis 1932 

Of loue whiche that I reken & rekne schal 

Be ordere were peyntid on the wal^ 

And mo fan I can make of mencyouw 

ffor sothly al the mount of Cytherou?i 1936 

There venus hath hese pryncipal dwellyng [leaf los, back] 

Was schewid m the wal m portreymg* [* see p. 25, n. 7.] 

With al the gaxdyn & the besynesse 

N"ot was for^etyn the portyr ydilnesse f 

Ne narcyus the fayre of jore a-gon 

And ^it the folye of kyng salamon 

And ek the grete strenthe of ercules J 

Thenchaumtementz of Media / & Circes 

Ne of Tumes / with the hardy ferce corage 

The ryche Cresus caytyf in seruage 

Thus may ^e sen that wisdam ne rychesse 

Beute ne sleythe strenthe ne hardynesse 1948 

Ne may with wenas holde champardye 

ffor as here lust the world fawne may sche gye 

Lo alle these folk so caiijt were m here lase 

Til they for wo ful ofte seyde alias 1952 

Suffyseth here ensaumplys on or to 

And J)ow I couthe rekene a thousent mo 

The statue of Venus gloryoiis for to se § [§seep.25,».9.] Venas 

Was makyd fletynge m the large se 1956 

And frow the nauelle doun al couered was 

Which was grene & bry^t as ony glas 

A Cythole m here ryjt hand hadde sche 

And on here hed so semely for to se 1960 

A rose garlond frosch & wel smellynge 

CAMBEIDGE 56 
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[J See p. 25, n. 7.] 
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56 GROUP A. § 2. enight's tale. Corpus MS. 

Beaute and youfe baudene Eichesse 
Cliarmes and force lesynges flaterie 
Dispense bysynesse and lalousie 
That werede oi' yalow of' gooldes a garlond 
And a cukkow sittyng' on his hond 
ifestes mstrumentz karoles daunces 
lusf and array and aft Jje cu'cumstanoes 
Of loue -which Jjaf rekned and rekene sch.al 
By ordre were peynted on pe ■wal 
And mo fan I can make of mencion 
ifor sothly al Jie monf oi' Citheron 
Ther venus hap lur principal dwellyng* 
Was schewed on fe wal m portreymg* 
Wif al jje gardyn and jje lustynesse 
Naf was for3eten fe porter ydelnesse 
Ke Ifaroisus fe faire of yore agon 
Ne yef pe foHe of kLng* Salomon 
'Ne ^if pe grete strengfe of Hercules 
Thenchauntementz of Medea and Circes 
N^e of Turnus wif p& hardy fiers corrage 
The riche Crysus kaytif in seruage / 
Thus may 36 seen Jjaf wisdom ne richesse 
Beaute ne sleighte strengjie ne hardynesse / 
Ife may wijj renus holde champartye 
fFor as hire list* pe world Jjanne may sche gye 
lo att Jjise folk" so kaughf were m here lace 
Til fei for woo ful ofte seyde allase 
Suffiseth here ensamples oon or tuo 
And fiough I coujje rekne a fousand mo 
The statue of venus glorious for to see 
"Was inaked fieetyng' in pe large see 
And fro pe nauel doun al couered was 
WiJ) wawes greene and brighf as eny glas 
O citole in hir righf hond hadde sche / 
And on hire heed ful semely for to see 
A rose garlond freissch and wel smellynge 

CORPUS 56 



1928 
1932 
1936 
1940 

[leaf 28] 

1944 
1948 
1952 
1956 
1960 



56 GBOup A. § 2. knight's taiiB. Petworth MS. 

Beaute and Jjoujf . bawdry richesse 

Charmes and force, lesmgges and flaterye 

Dispenoe bysynesse and lelowsie 1928 

Jiaf wered of 3olowe goldes a garlonde 

And a Cukkowe sitting* on her honde 

ffeestes mstrumentes Carolles daunces 

luste and array and al pe circumstauBoes 1932 

Of loue whiche I rekened and reken shatJ 

By ordere were peynted on pe waft 

And mo fan I con [make] of mencion Bears?, hack] 

ffor sofly al pe mont of Citharon 1936 

Ther Venus haf her principal dweUinge 

Was shewed ui pe walle m purtraiynge 

Wif al pe Gardeyne and pe lustynesse 

N'of was for3eten pe porter ydelnesse 1940 

Ne narcisus pe faire of yore agone 

IsTe jif pe foly of king* salamon 

Ne 3if pe grete strengthe of hercules 

pe enchauntementz of Medea and certes 1944 

ISTe of Turnus wiJj pe hardy fires corage 

pe riche Cresus catif in seruage 

Thus may 3e sene fat wisdom ne ricohesse 

Bewte ne scleighte. strengthe hardynesse 1948 

"Ne may with Yenus holde chaumpartie 

ffor as her lisf f e worliJ fan may she gie 

^ Loo alle f ise folk so caughf were m her las 

To fei for woo ful often seide alas 1952 

Suffisef here oon ensample or two 

And f oughe f er coude rekne a thousand moo 

The statue of Venus glorious to see 

Was naked fletinge m fe large see 1956 

And from f e nauel doMn al keuered was 

Wif wawes grene and bri3f as eny glas 

A Citole in hire ri^te hond had she 

And on her hede ful semely to see 1960 

A Eose garlonde fresshe an wel smellinge 

PETWOETH 56 



56 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

Beaute and 3ouf e bauderie Eichesse 

Charmes atid force lesemges flaterie 

Dispense Besinesse and lelowsie 1928 

That wered of jalowe gowldes a garlonde 

And a kokkowe sittinge on his honde 

ITestes Instrumentes karoles daunces 

Luste and arraie and al fe Ciccumstaunces 1932 

Of loue whiche fat rekened and reken schaft 

Be order were peinted on f e watt 

And mo fan .1. can make of Mencione 

ffor sofeli al fe mounte of Githerone 1936 

There venus haf hir pnncipal dweUinge 

Was sohewede on f e watt m purtreinge* [• See p. 25, «. 7.j 

Wif al the Gardyne and pe lustinesse [leatas] 

ISTat was for-3ete fe porter ydelnessfrf [t See p. 23,1.. so 1940 

Ne JSTarcisus f e faire of 3 ore agone 

N"e f e foly of kinge salamon 

Ne 3itte f e grete strenke of hercules | 

Thenchauntementez of Medea and Circes- 

JTe of Turnus wif f e hardy fiers corage 

The Eiche Crisus Caitif in seruage 

Thus maie 3e seen fat wisdome ne richesse 

Beute ne strengef e ne sleiht ne hardinesse 

Ne maie wif venus halde Chanipartie 

fibr as sche liste fe werlde fan maie sche gye 

Lo al f is folke so kauht were in hire lace 

Til fei ful woo ful oft seide Alace 

Suffisef e here ensamples one or two 

And fouhe .L coufe rekken a fousand mo 

The Statue of venus glorious for to see § 

Was made fleteynge in f e large see 

And fro f e nauel doune al couerd was 

Wif wawes grene ajid briht as any glas 

A Citole in hire Eihte honde had sche 

And on hir hede ful semely for to see 

A rose garland frische and wele smellinge 

LANSDOTNE 56 
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it See p. 25, n. 7.] 
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[§ See p. 25, M. 9.] 

1956 



1960 



GEOPP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 57 



Aboue hir heed / Lir dowues flikerynge 

Biforn hire / stood hir sone Cupido 

Vp on his shuldres / wynges hadde he two 

And hlynd he -was / as it was often seene 

A bowe he bar / and Arvves brighte and kene 

IT Why sholde I noght / as wel eek telle yow al 

The portreitnre / that was vp on the wal 

With Inne the temple / of myghty Mars the lede 

Al peynted was the wal / m lengthe and brede 

Lyk to the estres / of the grisly place 

That higSte the grete temple of Mars in Trace 

In thilke colde / frosty Eegion 

Ther as Mars / hath his souereyn mansion 

fl fiirst on the wal / was peynted a forest" 

In which ther dwelleth / neither man ne best* 

With knotty knarry / bareyne trees olde 

Of stubbes sharpe / and hidouse to biholde 

In which ther ran / a rumbel and a swough 

As though a storm / sholde bresten euery bongfi 

And dounward from an hille / vnder a bente 

Ther stood the temple of Mars Amiypotente 

Wroght al of burned steel / of which the entree 

Was long" and streif and gastly for to see 

.1. iBipet«s 

And ther oat came a rage / and suche a veze 
That it made / al the gate for to rese 
The ISTorthren lyght" m at the dores shoon 
ffor wyndowe / on the wal ne was ther noon 
Thurgh which men myghten / any light discerne 
The dore was al / of Adamant eteme 
Yclenohed / ouerthwarf and endelong" 
With Iren tough / and for to make it strong" 
Euery pyler the temple to sustene 
Was tonne greet" of Iren bright and shene 
^ Ther saugh I first" the dirke ymagmyng" 
Of felonye / and the compassyng" 
The crueel Ire / reed as any gleede 

ELLBSMEEE o1 



1964 



1968 



1972 



1976 



1980 



1984 



1988 



Deaf 26; 

1992 



1996 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Heagwrt MS. 57 

Aboue hir heed / hir dowues flikerynge 

Biforn hire stood / hii sone Cupido 

Vp on his shuldres / wynges hadde he two 1964 

And blynd he was / as it is ofte seene 

A bowe he bar / and Arwes bnghte and keene 

% Why sholde I nat as wel / eek telle yow al 

The purtreytuie /fat was vp on the wal 1968 

With Inne the temple / of myghty Mars the rede 

Al peynted was the wal / in lengthe and brede 

Lyk to the eestres / of the grisly place 

That highte the grete temple / of Mars m Trace 1972 

In thilke colde / frosty Eegion) 

Ther as Mars / hath his souereyn mansion) 

If fiirst on the wal / was peynted a fforest" 

In which ther dwelleth / neither man ne best" 1976 

With knotty / knarry / bareyne trees olde [leaf 27] 

Of stubbes sharpe / and hidouse to biholde 

In which / ther ran a rombul /ma swougS 

As thogh a storm / sholde bresten euery bough 1980 

And downward on an hil / vnder a bente 

Ther stood the temple / of Mars annypotente. 

Wroght al of burned steel / of which the entree 

Was long and streyt" and gastly for to see 1984 

.i.unpettts 

And ther out cam a rage / and swich a veze 
That it made / al the gate for to rese 
The ITorthren light" m at the dores shoon 
ffor wyndow on the wal / ne was ther noon 1988 

Thurgh which men myghten / any light discerne 
The dore was al / of Athamant eterne 
Yclenched / ouerthwart" and endelong/ 
With Iren togh / and for to make it strong" 1992 

Euery piler / the temple to sustene 
Was tonne greet" of Iren bright and shene 
% Ther say I first" . the dirke ymagynynge 
Of felonye / and al the compassynge 1996 

The cruel Ire / reed as any gleede 
hengwbt 57 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 57 

A-boue here bed here douMnys flekerynge 

By-forn here stod here sone cupido^ i, aucondoa^a^ latevi 

Vp-on hese schulderys wyngis hadde he to^ 1964 

And bljrad he was as it is ofte sene 

A bowe he bar & arwys bryjte & kene 

Whi schulde I not as wel telle 30W al 

The portreyture that was vp-on Ji' wal 1968 

With-mne the wal of myjty mars the rede [Mars] 

Al peyntid was the wal m lenthe & brede 

Lyk to the Estrys of the gresely place 

That hy^te the grete temple of Mars m Trace 1972 

In tyike colde frosty regyoun [leaf 1^,9] 

Ther as Mars hath hese souereyne mancyouw 

SjTst on the wal was peynted a forest 

In whiche fere dweUith neyfer man ne beste 1976 

With knotty knarry bareyne treis olde 

Of stubbis scharpe and hidous to beholde 

In whiche ferem ran a rumbil m a swogB 

As fow a storm schulde brestyn euery bowgK 1980 

And doun horn an hyl vndyr a bente 

There stod the temple of Mars armypotente 

Wrou^t al of bornede stel of wheche thentre 

Was long & stryt and gastely for to se 1984 , 

And ther-out come a rage iw swioh a wese 

That it made al the gate for to rese 

The northren light In at the dorys shon * [* See p. 25, n. 10.] 

ifor wyndow on. the wal was there non 1988 

Thorw whiche men myghte ony lyth discerne 

The dons were ale of athamanutj eterne 

I-clenchede ouerthwert & endelong 

With yryn tough & for to make it strong 1992 

Euery peler the temple to susteyne 

Was tunne gret of yryn bryjt & sehene 

There saugh I fyrst the derke ymagjntiyng 

Of felonye and the compassyng 1996 

The crewel yre red as ony glede 

CAMBBIBGE 67 
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VU. 33. 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 57 

Alioue Mr heed her doufes flykerynge 

Biforn hire stoode hir sone Cupido 

vpon his schuldernes wenges hadde he tiio 1964 

And hlynd he was as if is ofte seene / 

A howe he har and arwes hrighf and keene 

Whi schulde I notighf as wel eet telle fe halle 

The purtraiture Jiaf was vpon fe walle / 1968 

Wijjmne ]>& temple of' mighty mars pe reede 

Al peynted was Jje wal m lengfe and hrede / 

lit to fe eestres oi' fe grisly place 

Thaf highte fe grete temple of" Mars m trace 1972 

In ))ilke colde frosty regioim 

Ther as Mars haj) his soxieraigne mansiown 

ffirst" on Jje wal was peynted a foreste 

In which J)er dwelled neyfer man ne beste 1976 

WiJ) knotty knarry hareyne trees olde 

Of" Stubbes soharpe and hidous to biholde/ peat 28, back] 

In which ])er ran a Eombel m a swougB 

And fought* a storm schulde bresten euery bough 1980 

And dounward from an huft vnder a bente 

Ther stood Jie temple of mars armypotente 

Wrought" aft of* burned steel of" which fentre 

Was long" and streyf and gastly for to see 1984 

And Jier ouf cam a rage and such a vese 

Thaf it made aft fe gates for to rese 

The northerne lighf in atte dores schone 

ffor wyndowe on fe watt ne was Jier none 1988 

Thorugh which men mighte eny lighf disoerne 

The dores waren att of" Atthemanf eteme 

ychenchede ouertwarf and endlong* 

Wiji Iren towgK and for to make if strong* 1992 

Eue?-y piler Jie temple to sustene 

Was tonne gref of Iren brighf and scheene 

Ther say I fersf fe derk* ymagynynge 

Of* felonye and al fe compassynge 1996 

The cruel Ire reed as eny glede 

COEPUS 57 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 57 

Aboue her hede her dowues fiateringe 

Byfore hir* stode hir* sone Cupido 

Vpon his shulders wenges had he two 1964 

And blynde he was as if is ofte sene 

A bowe he bare and arowes brijf arid kene 

IT Whi shuld I not eke as wel telle 30U alle 

The powrtrature faf was vpon fe walle 1968 

Wi]) m Jje temple of my9ty mars Jje rede 

Al peynted was Jje walle m. lengthe and brede 

Like to Jie Estres of Jie grisly place oeafss] 

Jje highf Jje gr[e]te temple of Mars in trace 1972 

In Jjilk[e] colde frosty Eegyon 

Ther as Mars haji his souereyn mancion 

IT ffirsf on Jje walle was peynted a foreste 

In which Jjer wonnejj neijier man ne beste 1976 

WiJ) knotty knarry bareyn trees olde 

Of stubbes sharjDe and hidous to biholde 

In which Jjer was a rombled and a swoghe 

As Jiough a storme shuld broke euery bou^e 1980 

And dounward / from an hUle vnder a beuf 

There stode J)e temple of Mars Armypotenf 

Wroughf of al of burnyd steel of which Jie entenf 

Was longe and streif and goostly forto senf 1984 

And fer ouf came a rage in such a wise 

J3af if made al Jje gates forto rise 

Til norjieron. Ii3f m at Jje doores shoofl 

ffor wyndowe on Jie waft J; an was per non 1988 

Jjorowe whiche men my^t eny lighf discerne 

Jje door was al of Athamanf eterne 

Tclenched ouertwerf and endelonge 

WiJ) Iren towe forto make if stronge 1992 

Euery piler Jie temple to sustene 

Was tonne grete of yren bri3f and shene 

Ther seghe I fursf Jje [derk] ymagynyng* 

Of felowny and al jje compassing* 1996 

The cruel Ire rede as eny gleede 

PETWOBTH 57 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. lansdowne MS. 57 



A-boue hire hede here doufes ihkeringe 

Be-fome hir stode hir sowne Cupido 

Vpon his scholderes wenges had he tuo 

And blinde he was as it is oft sene 

A bowe he bare and arwes briht and kene 

f Whi schold .1. nouht also wele eke tel Jje haft 

The purtratoure Jiat was vpon Jje watt 

Wijj-mne Jje temple of myhti mars Jje rede 

Al pointed was Jje wal in lengethe and brede 

Like to Jie estres of Jje grisely place 

That hihte Jje grete temple of mars m trace 

In JjUke colde frosti Eegion 

Ther as Marce hajje his souereine Mansion 

fiirste on Jie wal was peinted a forest 

In whiohe Jjere dwelled neyjjer man ne beste 

With knotty knarry baran tres olde 

Of stubbes scharpe and hidouse to be-holde 

In whiche Jier ran a rombel m a swouhe . 

As Jjouhe a storme scholde berste euery bouhe . 

And dounewarde from an hitt vnder a bent 

Ther stode Jie temple of Mars armipotent 

Wrowht al of Burnede stele of wyche Jjentre 

Was longe and streite and gastly for to see 

And Jjere owte come a rage and suche a veze 

That maade al Jie gates for to rese 

The Northern liht m att Jjat dore schone* 

ffor wmdowe on Jjo [walle] was Jiere none . 

Thoruhe whiche men myht any liht discerne 

The dores waren att of Attemant ete[r]ne 

Ychenchede ouerejjwart and enlonge 

Wijj yren toughe and for to make it stronge 

Euery paler Jje temple to susteine 

Was tune grete of yren briht and schene 

There sawe .1. &st Jje derke ymagiaynge 

Of felony an al f e compassinge 

The Cruele Ire as rede as any glede 

IiANSDOWNE 57 
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58 GEoup A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. S8 geoot A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 



2000 



2004 



2008 



2012 



The pykepurs / and tlie pale drede 

The smylere / with the knyfe vnder the cloke 

The shepne / hrennynge / -with the blake smoke 

The tresoS / of the mordrynge in the bedde 

The open werre / with woundes al bibledde 

Contek' mth blody knyf" and sharpe manace 

Al ful of chirkyng' vrss that sory place 

^ The sleere of hym self / yet saugh I ther 

His herte blood / hath bathed al his heer 

The nayl ydryuen / in the shode a nyght 

The colde deeth / with mouth gapyng* vp right 

Amyddes of the temple / sat meschamice 

With disconforf and sory eontenaunce 

% Yet saugh I woodnesse / laughynge in his rage 

Armed complemf out hees / and fiers outrage 

The careyne m the bust with throte ycorue 

A thousand slayn / and nat oon of qualm ystorue 

The tiraunf with the pray by force yxaff 

The toun destroyed / ther was no thy[ng laft '] [i m a later hand] 

^ Tet saugh I brenf the shippes hoppesteres 

The hunts strangled / with the wilde beres 

The sowe / freten the child right in the Cradel 

The Cook yscalded / for al his longe ladel 

IT Noght was foryeten / by the Infortune of Marte 

The Cartere / ouer ryden with his Carte 

Ynder the wheel / ful lowe / he lay adoun 

% Ther were also / of Martes diuisioun 

The laborer / and the Bocher and the Smyth 

That forgeth sharpe swerdes on his Styth 

f And al aboue / depeynted m a tour 

Saugh I Conquest" sittynge in greet honour 

With the sharpe swerd / ouer his heed 

Hangynge / by a soutil twynes threed 

IT Depeynted was / the slaughtre of lulius 

Of grete ITero / and of Antonius 

Al be Jat thilke tyme / they were vnborn 

ELLESMERE 58 



2020 



2024 



2028 



2032 



The pike purs / and eek the pale drede 

The smylere / with the knyf vnder the cloke 

The shipne brennyng / with the blake smoke 

The treson) / of the mordryng in the bed 

The open werre / with woundes al bibled 

Contek / with blody knyf and sharpe manace 

Al ful of chirkyng* was that sory place 

% The sleere of hym self / yet saugh I ther 

His herte blood / hath bathed al his heer 

The nayl ydryuen / m the shode a nyghf 

The colde deeth / with mouth gapyng vp right" 

Amyddes of the temple / sat meschaunce 

With disconforf and sory eontenaunce 

"If Yet saugh I woodnesse / laughyng in his rage 

Armed eompleynf out hees / and fiers outrage 

The caroyne m the bussh / with throte ycorue 

A thousand slayn / and noght of qualm ystorue 

The tiraunf with the praye / by force yraff 

The town destroyed / ther was no thyng laff 

^ Yet saugh I brenf . the shippes hoppesteres [leaf 

The hunte strangled / with the wilde beres 

The sowe freten the chUd / nght in the Cradel 

The Cook yscalded / for al his longe ladel 

^ ISTaught was forgeten / by the Infortune of Marte 

The Cartere / ouer ryden / with his Carte 

Vnder the wheel / ful lowe he lay adown 

Ther w«re also / of Martes deuysioun 

The Barboitr / and the Bochier and the Smyth 

That forgeth sharpe swerdes / on his styth 

^ And al aboue / depeynted in a tour 

Saugh I Conquesf sittyng" in greet honowr 

With the sharpe swerd / ouer his heed 

Hangynge / by a subtil twynes threed 

% Depeynted was / the slaghtre of luHus 

Of grete Nero / and of Anthonius 

Al be / fat thilke tyme / they were vnborn 

HENGWET 58 



2000 
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2024 



2028 



2032 



58 GEOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 

The pike-purs & the pale drede 

The smylere with the knyf vndyr the cloke 

The shepne brennynge w«tA the blake smoke 2000 

The tresouw & the morderyng m the bed 

The opene werre -wiih wouwdis al be-bled ' 

Contek with blody knyf & scharp manace 

Al ful of chyrkyng was that sory place 2004 

The sloere of hym self jit saw I fere 

Hese herte Mod hath bathed al hese here 

The nayl I-dreue in the schod a nyjt 

The colde deth with mouth gapynge vp ryght 2008 

In myddis of the temple there sat mvschauBce * , f'^^f '5'> b^^J 

. . ■' [•Seep.25,».n.] 

With disconfort & sory cuntenauws 

5it saw I wodnesse laughyrege iw hese rao-e 

Armyd compleynt / outes & fers coraget ttseep. 25,^.120 2012 

The careyn m the bosch with throte I-korwe 

A thousent slayn & not of qualm I-storve 

The tyraunt with the pray by forse I-raft 

The toun distroyed there was no fyng laft 

3it saw I brent the schepis hospesterys % 

The hunte strangeled with the wilde berys 

The sowe fretyn the child ryjt m Y cradil 

The cook I-skaldit for al hese longe ladU 

JSToujt was for-jetyn by the infortune of marthe 

The cartere ouyr redyn with hese carte 

Vndir the whil ful lowe lay he a-doun 

There were also of martyrs dyvysioun 2024 

The labourer the bocher & the smyth 

That forgith scharpe swerdis on the steyth 

And al a-boute depeyntid m a tour 

Saw I conquest sittynge m gret honour 2028 

With the scharpe swerd ouyr his hed 

Hangyng by a sotyl twynede thred 

Depeyntid was the slautre of lulyus 

Of grete nero & of antonyus 2032 

Al be that ilke tyme they were onborn 
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58 GEOUP A. § 2. knioht's tale. Corpus MS. 

The pykpurs and eek* Jie pale drede 

The smyler wif fe knyfi vnder pe cloke 

The schepene hrennyiig' wif fe blake smoke 2000 

The tresoan of" fe morthering' in fe bedde 

The open werre wij) -woundes att hibledde 

Contek' wiji Woody knyP and scharp manace 

Al ful of schrikyng* -was fat" sory place 2004 

The sleer of" hunselP yef saugli I fere 

His herte hath bafed al his here 

The nayl y-dryuen m fe schood on nigSf 

The colde deth -wi]) moujj gapende vprigM 2008 

Amyddes of jje temple saf meschafice 

With disconforf and sory contenance 

yef saugh I woodnesse laughyng" m his rage 

Armed complemt / onf hees and feers outrage 2012 

The karoigne m fe busk" wiJ) frote y-korue 

A |)onsand y-slayn and noughf of qualme y-storue [leaf 29] 

The Tiraunt" with his preye his force thraste / 

The toun destroied jier was nofingi lafte 2016 

yef saugh I hrenf ];e schippes hoppestereres 

The hunte strangled wiJ) fe wUde breeres / 

The sowe freten fe child righf m Jie cradel 

The Cook- I-scalded for al his longe ladel 2020 

Noughf was forgeten by Jie mfortune of marte / 

The carter ouer-Eiden wi]) his carte 

vnder Je wheel ful lowe he lay a doun 

Ther were also of martis diuisiown 2024 

The harbour and pe hocher and fe smith 

Thaf forge)) scharpe swerdes on his stith 

And aft aboue depeynted m a toure 

Saugh I conqueste in gref honoure 2028 

With fe scharpe swerd ouer his heed 

Hangynge by a subtyl twyned freed 

Depeynted was fe slaughtre of lulius 

Of grete Nero and of Anthonius 2032 

Al be faf Uke time fei were vnborn 
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58 GEoup A. § 2. knight's tale. Petwortii MS. 

fe Pikpurs and eke fe pale drede 

fe smyler wif fe knjff vnder fe cloke 

fe shippen brennyng* wif fe blak[e] smoke 2000 

fe treson of fe morfenng* in fe bedde 

pe open werre wif woundes al by-bledde 

Conteckte wif blody knyff and sharpe manace 

Al ful of chirkinge was faf sory place 2004 

pe scleer of him self 3if segh I fere 

His herte-bloode haf baf ed al his here 

The nayle ydryuen m f e shode a nyjf 

Wif colde def e wif mouf e gaping* vp ri3f 

Amyddes of f e temple satte a meschaunoe 

Wif discomforf and son countenaMiice 

3if sawghe I woodnesse laughing* in his rage 

Armed complemf outhees and fires corage 

J)e Careyn m f e bussh wif f rote ycorve 

A thousand solayne and nof of qualme ystorue 

This tyraunf wif f e pray by force 3nrafte 

f e toune destroied f er nas no f mg< ylafte 

Jif seghe I brenf f e shippes Hoppesteres 

The hunte strangled wif f e wUde beres 

The sowe fretinge f e childe rijf m f e cradett 

The Coke yscalded for al his longe ladett 

N'oujt was forgeten by f e mfortune of Marte 

The Carter ouer-riden wif f e Carte 

Yndere f e whele ful lowe he lay adotm 

fere were also of Martes dynysiown 

f 6 Barboure fe bochere and f e Smyth 

f af forgef sharpe swerdes on f e stitH 

And al aboue depeynted in a toure 

Saughe I conquesf sittinge in grete honoure 

Wif f e sharpe swerde ouer his hede 

Hanginge by a sotile twyned f rede 

Depeinted was f e the sclauughter' of luliu. 

Of grete JTero and of Anthoneus 

Al be f af f like tyme f ei were vnborn 
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58 GROtjp A. § 2. ■;knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 



2016 



2020 



2024 



2028 



2032 



The Pike-purs and eke f e pale drede 

The smyler wife f e knyf vnder f e cloke 

The Shepen bimemge yrith f e blake smoke 

The Treson of f e Morf ermge m f e bedde 

The Open werre wif wondes aft be-bledde 

Contek wif blody knyfe and scharpe manace 

Aft fful of schrikemge was fat sor place 

The sleere of himself jit sawe .1. pere 

His herte haf baf ed al his here 

The naile y-dryue in f e sohode on nyht 

The colde def e wif mouf e gapeand vpriht 

A mides of f e temple satte Mischaunce * 

"With discomford and sori countenauwce 

5it sauhe .1. wodenes lawheynge in his rage 

Armed complemte outehees and fires outrage f 

The karoigne in fe buske wif frote. ycorue 

A. f ousand ysleme and not of qualme ystorue 

The terant wife preie be for f rafte 

The towne destroiede per was no f mge laft 

Jete sawe .1. bemte f e schippes hoppesters J 

The hunte strangeld wif f e wilde beres 

The sowe freteynge f e childe riht m f e Cradeft 

The Coke . Isoalded for al his longe ladeft 

Nouht was forgeten be f enfortune of Marte 

The Carte ouerriden wif his Carte 

Vnder f e whele ful lowe he laie a doune 

There were also of Mart?*" diuisiowne 

The barboure and f e bocher and f e smithe 

That forgef scharpe swerdes on his stif e 

And al aboue depemted m a toure 

Sauhe .1. conqueste sit in grete honoure 

Wif f e scharpe swerde ouere his hede 

Hangeinge be a subtile twine f rede 

Depemted was f e slawhter of lulius 

Of grete E^ero and of Anthonius 

Al be fat ilke tune f ei weren vnborne 
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vn.i 



2020 



[leaf 26] 

2024 



2028 



2032 



GKoup A. § 2. KNiGHi's TALE. Eilesmcre MS. 59 

Yet was lur deth / depeynted ther biforii 

By manasynge of Mars / rigfit by figure 

So was it shewed in that portreiture 

As IS depeynted / in the Certres aboue 

Who shal be slajTi / or elles deed for loue 

Suffiseth oon ensample m stories olde 

I may nat rekene hem alle though I wolde 

rrihe Statue of Mars / vp vn a Carte stood 

-°- Armed / and looked grym as he were wood 

And ouer his heed / ther shynen two iigures 

Of sterres / that been cleped m scriptures 

That oon Puella / that oother Eubeus 

This god of Armes / was arrayed thus 

A wolf ther stood / biforn hym at his feet 

With eyen rede / and of a man he eet 

With soutil pencel / was depeynted this storie 

In redoutynge / of Mars and of his glorie 

"VrOw / to the temple / of Dyaiie the chaste 

-'-^ As shortly as I kan I wol me haste 

To telle yow / al the descripsioun 

Depeynted been the walles vp and doun 

Of huntyng / and of shamefast chastitee 

IT Ther saugh I / how woful CaUstopee 

Whan jjat Diane / agreued was with here 

Was turned / from a wo?Mman to a Bere 

And after was she maad the loode sterre If Vrsa maior 

Thus was it peynted / I kan sey yow no ferre 2060 

Hir sone is eek a sterre as men may see 

^ Ther saugh I Dane / yturned til a tree 

I mene naf the goddesse Diane 

But Penneus doughter / which fat highte Dane 2064 

II Ther saugh I Attheon / an hert ymaked 
ffor Tengeance / fat he saugh Diane al naked 

I saugh / how fat hise houndes / haue hym caughf 

And freeten hym / for fat they knewe hym naugfif 2068 

IT Yet peynted / [was] a Htel forther moor 

EUESMEKE 59 



2036 



[leaf 26, back] 

2040 



2044 



2048 



2052 



2056 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 53 

Yet was hir deeth / depeynted ther biforn 

By manacynge of Mars / right by figure 

So was it shewed / in that purtreyture 2036 

As IS depeynted / m the Sertres aboue 

Who shal be slayn / or elHs deed for loue 

Suffiseth oon ensample / m stones olde 

I may nat rekne hem alle / thogh I wolde 2040 

% The Statue of Mars / vp on a Carte stood 

Armed / and loked grym / as he were wood 

And ouer his heed / ther shynen two figures 

Of sterres / fat been clepyd m Scriptures 2044 

That oon Puella / that oother Eubeus 

This god of armes / was arrayed thus 

A wolf ther stood / bifore hym at his feef 

With eyen rede / and of a man he eet 2048 

With subtil pencel / was depeynted this storie 

In redoutynge of Mars / and of his glorie 

^ Now to the temple / of Diane the chaste 

As shortly as I kan / I wol me haste 2052 

To telle yow / al the discripsioun 

Depeynted been the walles / vp and doun 

Of huntyng' and of shamefast chastitee 

Ther saw .1. / how woful Calistopee 2056 

Whan fat Diane / agreued was with here [leaf 28] 

Was turned / fro a womman / tU a Bere 

And after was she maad / the lode sterre // Vrsamaior 

Thus was it peynted / I kan seye yow no ferre 2060 

Hir sone is eek a sterre / as men may see 

Ther saw I Dane / yturned to a tree 

I mene nat / the goddesse diane 

But Penneus doghter / which fat highte Dane 2064 

^ Ther saw I Attheon / an hert ymaked 

flbr vengeaunce / fat he saw Diane al naked 

I seigh / how fat hise houndes haue hym caughf 

And freten hym / for fat they knewe hym naughf 20G8 

^f Yet peynted was / a litel ferther moor 

HENGWUT 59 



GEOTjp A. § 2. ksight's tale. Cambridge MS. 59 

3it was here deth depeyntid fere be-forn 

By manasynge of mars ry3t by fygure 

So was it schewid m that portreture 2036 

As is depeyntid in the sertres above 

Who schal be slayn or eUe ded for loue 

Sufi&seth on ensaumple m storyis olde 

I may not rekene hem thow I wolde 2040 

The statue of mars vp-on a carte stod 

Armyd & lokede grym as he were wod 

And ouer hese hed fere schynyn two figurys 

Of storyis fat ben clepid m scripturys 2044 

That on puella that othir Eubeus [leaf leo] 

This god of armys was arayed thus 

A wolf there stod be-forn hym at hese fet 

With ey3yn rede & of a man he et 2048 

With sotyl pensel was depeyntid f is story 

In redoutynge of mars & of hese glory 

ISTow to the temple of dyane the chaste Dyane 

As schortly as I can I wele me haste 2052 

To telle 30W al the discripciouii 

Depeyntid ben the waUe vp & doun 

Of huntyng & of schamfast schastite 

Ther saw I how woful Cahstope 2056 

Whan that dyane agreuyd was witJi here 

Was tumyd from a woman til a bere 

And aftjT." was sche mad the lode sterre 

That shynyth m the hevym / from yow so fgrre iwhoie line laterl 

Here sone is ek a sterre as men may se 

There saw I dane I-turnede tU a tre 

I mene not the goddesse dyane 

But PennyMs dou3tyr whiehe that hy3te dane 2064 

There saw I. Attheon / an hert I-makid 

ffor vengauwce that he saw dyane al nakyd 

I saw how that hese houndis haw hym caut 

And fretyn hym for that fey knewe hym not 2068 

Jit peyntid was a htyl ferf ere more 

CAMBRIDGE 59 



GROUP A. § 2. KNianx's tale. Corpus MS. 59 

Bef was ktre deth. depeynted Jier biforn 
By manasyngi ofi mars righf by figure 
So -was if scbewed right in f af puitreiture 2036 

As is depeynted m fe sertres aboue 
Wbo schal be slam or elles deed for loue 
SufS.ee]) oon ensample m stones olde 

I may nof rekne bem alle pougla. I wolde 2040 

The statue of" mars vpon a carte stood 
Armed and loked grym as he were wood 
And ouer his heed Jier schmej) tuo figures 
Of" sterres jiaf ben closed in scriptures 2044 

Thaf oon Puella Jat ofer Eubeus 
This god of arm.es was arrayed ])us 
A wolf! Jier stood biforn him af his feete 
Wij) eighen reede and of a man he eete 2048 

Wijj sabtitt penseit was depeynted fis storie / 
In redoutyngt of mars and of his glorie Qeaf 29, bact) 

How to fe temple of Diane fe chaste / 
As schortly as I can I wol me haste 2052 

To telle 30U aft Jje discnpcioMn 
Depeynted ben fe walles Tp and down 
Of huntyng* and of schamefasf chastite 
Ther saugh I how woful Calistope 2056 

Whan Jiaf Diane agreued was with here 
Was torned fro a womman til a bere / t Vrsa maior 

And after was sohe maad fe loode-sterre 
Jjus was sche peynted I can 30U seye no ferre 2060 

Hire sone is eels' a sterre as men may se 
Ther saugh I dane torned til a tree 
I mene naf fe goddesse Diane 

Buf Penneus doughter which faf highte Dane 2064 

IT Ther saugh I aecheon an herte y-maked 
ffor Yenganoe ])af he saugh Diane al naked 
I saugh how faf his houndes haue him caught*/ 
and freten him for paf fei knewe him naught 2068 

yet ypeynted was a litel forfere more / 
cospus 59 



GBoup A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 59 

3it was her dej) depeinted Jier biforn 

By manasing* of Mars ri3f by figure 

so was if shewed m fe purtrature 2036 

As IS depeinted m pe certres aboue 

Who shal be ded or slayne for loue 

Suffise]) oon ensample in stories olde 

I may nof rekne hem al[le] Jiouje I wolde 2040 

fe statue of mars vpon a carte stode 

Armed and loked grymme as he were wode 

And ouer his hode per shynej; two figures [leaf 29] 

Of sterres faf bene cleped m figures 2044 

Thaf oon Puella thaf ofer rubeus 

This god of armes was araied Jjus 

A wolf Jier stode to forn him af his fete 

WiJj eyen rede and of a man he ete 2048 

WiJ) sotel pensel was depeynted jns storie 

In reoordinge of Mars and [of] his glone 

% JSTowe to fe temple of Dyane fe chaste 

As shortely as I can I wil me haste 2052 

To telle 30U al the descnpcioan 

Depeynted was fe waHe vp and down 

Of huntinge and of shamfast chastite 

fer saughe I how wooful calistope 2056 

Whan faf Dyane agreued was [with] here 

Was turned from a womman to a bere 

And after was she made pe lode-sterre 

Thus was she peynted I can say 30U no ferre 2060 

Her sone is eke a sterre as je may see 

pev saughe I dane turned to a tree 

I mene nof pe goddes Dyane 

Buf Penneus doughter which pat hijta dane 2064 

Jer saugh I Attheon an herf ymaked 

ffor vengeaunce faf he segE diane al naked 

I saugh Jjaf how his houndes haue hym caughte 

And freten him for fei knewe hym nau3te 2068 

Jif ypeynted was a litel f erfermore 

PETWORTH 59 



GBOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 59 



3ite was feire dejie depainted pete be-forne 

Be Manassmge of Mars riht be figure 

So was it schewde m fat purtrature . 

As is depeinted in pe sertres a-boue 

Who schal be sleme or elles dede for loue 

Sufiiseth oone ensample m stories oolde 

.1. male nouht reken hem al pouhe Jiat .1. wolde 

1 The statue of Mars vppon a Carte stode 

Armed and loked grime as he war wode 

And ouere his heuede pere schmes two figures 

Of sterre fat bene closed in scriptures 

Jjat on puella Jiat ofer Eubeus 

This god of armes was arraide fus 

A Wolfe pere stode be-for him att his fete 

Wi]) y3en reede and of a man he ete 

Wijjjje sotel pensel was depeinted pis storie 

In redoutemge of Mars and of his glone . 

^ If owe to pe temple of Diane Jje chast 

As schortli as .1. can .1. wil me haste 

To telle 30we al pe descnpcioane 

Depeinted bene pe walles vp and doune 

Of huntynge and of schamfast chastite 

There sauhe .1. ho we woful CaUste 

Whan fat Diane was agreued wife here 

Was tume fro a wowman to a bere 

And after was sche maade f e lode-sterre 

Thus was sche pointed .1. can sei 3owe no ferre . 

Hir sone is eke a sterre as men Maie see 

Thar sawhe [IJ Dane turned til a tree 

.1. mene nouht fe goddes Diane 

Bot Penneus doubter whiche fat hiht Dane . 

IT Ther sawhe .1. Aecheon an herte ymaked 

ffor veniaunce fat he sawhe Diane al nakede 

.1. sawhe howe fat his hondes haf him cauht 

And freten him for fat f ei knewe him nauht 

Jite y-pemted was a litel forf ermore 
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60 GEOXTP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 



How Atthalante / hunted the wilde boor 

And Meleagree / and many another mo 

fFor which Dyane / wroghte hym care and wo 

IT Ther saugh I / many another wonder storie 

The whiche / me list naf drawen to memorie 

f This goddesse on an herf ful wel hye seef 

With smale houndes / al aboute hir feef 

And vndernethe hir feef she hadde a moone 

Wexynge it was / and sholde wanye soone 

In gaude grene / hir statue clothed was 

With howe m honde / and Arwes in. a cas 

Hir eyen caste she / ful lowe adoun 

Ther Pluto / hath his derke regioun 

V A womman trauaillynge / was hire biforii 

But for hir chUd / so longe was vnhom 

ffal pitously / Lucyna / gan she calle 

And seyde helpe / for thou maysf best of alle 

Wel koude he peynten lifly / that it wroghte 

With many a floryn / he the hewes boghte 

"VrOw been the lystes maad / and Theseus 

-'-' That at his grete cost / arrayed thus 

The temples / and the Theatre euery deel 

Whan it was doon / hym lyked wonder weel 

But stynte I wole / of Theseus a Hte 

And speke of Palamon / and of Arcite 

IT The day approcheth / of hir retowmynge 

That euench / sholde an hundred knyghtes brynge 

The bataille to darreyne / as I yow tolde 

And til Atthenes / hir couenantz for to holde 

Hath euench of hem / brogfif an hundred knyghtes 

Wel armed for the werre / at alle nghtes 

And sikerly / ther trowed many a man 

That neuere sithen / that the world bigafl 

As for to speke / of knyghthod of hir bond' 

As fer / as god hath maked see or loncJ 

ITas of so fewe / so noble a compaignye 
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60 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 

How Atthalante / hunted the wilde boor 

And Meleagree / and many another mo 

ffor which Diane / wroghte hym care and wo 2072 

Ther saw .1. many another wonder stone 

The whiche / me list nat drawen to memone 

V This goddesse on herf ful hye seef 

With smale houndes / al aboute hir feef 2076 

And vnder nethe hir feef . she hadde a moone 

Wexinge it was / and sholde wanye soone 

In gaude grene / hir statue yclothed was 

With bowe m honde / and arwes m a cas 2080 

Hir eyen caste she / ful lowe adown 

Ther Pluto / hath his dirke Eegioun 

A womman trauailyng* was hir biforn 

But for hir child / so longe was unborn 2084 

fful pitously / luoma gan she caUe 

And seyde help / for thow mayst best of alle 

Wel koude he peynte lyfly / that it wroghte 

With many a floryn / he the hewes boghte 2088 

^ Now been thise listes maad / and Theseus 

That at his grete cosf arrayed thus 

The temples / and the Theatre euery del 

Whan it was doon / hym liked wonder wel 2092 

But stynte I wole / of Theseus aHte 

And speke of Palamon / and of Arcite 

IT The day approcheth / of hir retournynge 

That euench / sholde an hundred knyghtes brynge 2096 

The bataiUe to darreyne / as I yow tolde [leaf 28, back 

And til Atthenes / hir couenant for to holde 

Hath euench of hem / broght a hundred knyghtes 

Wel armed for the werre / at alle rightes 2100 

And sikerly / ther trowed many a man 

That neuere sithen / ]jat the world bigan 

As for to speke / of knyghthod of hir hond 

As fer / as god hath maked see and lond 2104 

!N^as of so fewe / so noble a compaignye 

HENGWET 60 



60 GEOup A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 



How atthalaunte huntid fe wilde bore 

And Melyagre & manye a-nofer mo 

flfor whiche diane wrou^te hym care & wo 

There saw I manye a-noper wondir story 

The wheche me lyste not drawe to memory 

This goddesse on an hart ' / wol hye set 

With smale hundys / al aboute here fet 

And vndirnethe here fet / sche hadde a mone 

Waxinge it was & schulde wanye sono 

In gaude grene here statue clothede was 

With bowe m hond & arwis m a cas 

Here ey^yn caste sche / ful lowe adoun 

Ther pluto hath / here derke Tegioun 

A woman trauaylynge / hadde sche be-forn 

But for here child / so longe was on-born 

fful pitusly lucyane gan sche calle 

And seyde help for Jjou mayst best of alle 

Wel coude he peynte lyfly that it wrou3te 

With manye a floreyn / heye it was bou3te 

Now ben these lystis / made & thesyus 

That at hese grete cost arayed fus 

The tejwple & the theatre eueiydel 

Whan it was don / it likede hym wondyr wel 

But stynte I wele of Thesyus a lyte 

And speke of Palamouw & [of] Arcite 

The day a-prochith of here returnynge 

That euejyche schulde an hunderit kny^tis brywge 

The batayle to darrayn as I 30U tolde 

And to atenys here couenauKt for to holde 

Hath eueryche of hem broujt an hunderit taj^tis 

Wel armede for to werre at aHe ry3tis 

And sekyrly fere trowede manye a man 

That neuere sithe that the world be-gan 

As for to spe[ke] of knyght-hod of here hond 

As fer as god hath makyd se & sond 

Nas of so fewe so noble a cumpany 
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60 GEOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 



60 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS, 



60 GROUP A.' § 2. knight's tale. lansdowne MS. 



how attkalance hounted Jie wilde bore 
And Meliagre and many anofer mo 

ffor ■which Diane wroughf him care and wo 2072 

Ther saugh I many anojier storie / 
The which me lisf naf drawe to memorie / 
% This goddesse on an herf ful wel hiegh seef 
WiJ) smale honndes att ahoute hir feet 2076 

And Tnder nejie hire feef sche hadde a moone 
"Wexynge it was and schulde wanye soone 
In gaude greene hir statue clofed was 
Wi]) howe ia honde and arwes m a caas 2080 

Hir eyhen caste sche ful lowe a doun 
Ther Pluto hajj his derke regioun 
A womman trauaillynge was hire bifom 
Buf for hire childe so longe was vnborn 2084 

fful pitou[s]ly lucyna gan sche calle 

And seyde helpe for Jjou maysf hesf of aUe peaf so] 

Wel ooujje he peynte Hfly faf if wroughf 
Wiji many a floreyne he fe hewes houghf 2088 

ITow hen Jjise Hstes maad an Theseus 
Thaf af his grete cosf arraied thus 
The temples and fe Theatres euerydel 
Whan if was don him liked wonder wel 2092 

^ But stynte I wol of* Theseus aUte 
And speke of Palamon and ofi arcite 
The day approchej) and hir retornynge 
Thaf euenche scholde an hundred knightes hrmge 2096 
The bataiUe to daxrayne as I 30U tolde 
And tU athenes hire couenanf for to holde 
Ha}) euerych of" hem broughf an .C. knightes 
Wel armed for fe werre af alia nghtes 2100 

And sikerly per trowed many a man 
'Thaf neuer sijipen paf fe world bigan 
Thaf for to speke of knighthode of here hond 
As ferre as god haJj maked see or lond 2104 

Nas of so fewe so noble a companye 

COBPDS 60 



Howe Atthelaunf hunted J)e wUde bore 
And maleagre and mony ofer moo/ 
ffor whiche diane wrou3f hjm care and woo 
Ther seghe I many anofer worjii story 
Whiche men lisf nof to drowe to memory 
This goddes vpon an herf ful wel she sette 
Wi]) smale houndes al abouf her fete 
And vndemepe her fete she had a mone 
Wenngi if was and shal wany sone 
In gaudy grene her statue elopes was 
Wi]) bowe m honde and aiowes in a cas 
Her eyen keste she ful lowe a doune 
Ther Pluto hap his derke regioMn 
A woman travailing* was hir" biforn 
Buf for her child was so longe vnborn 
fful pitously lucyna can she calle 
And seide helpe for pou maisf besf of alle 
Wel coude he peynte lyvely paf it wrou^f 
Wip mony a floreyne he pe coloures boujf 
IT ]!fow bene pise listes made and theseus 
Thaf at his grete cosf araied pus 
pe temple and pe theatre euery dele 
Whan if was done him liked wondef wele 
Buf stinf I wil of Theseus a lite 
And speke of Palamon and [ofj arcite 
The [day] approchep of her retoumynge' 
paf euenche shuld an C. knyghtes bringe 
The bataiUe to darrey as I you tolde 
And to Athenes her couenawnte forto holde] 
Hap euery of hem brou3f an .0. knyghtes 
Wel armed for pe werre af al[le} nghtes 
And sikerly per trowed many a man 
Thaf ueuere sip paf pe world bygan 
Thaf forto speke of knyghthode of her honde 
As fer as god hap maked see or londe 
ITas of so fewe so noble a companye 
petwoeth 60 



2072 



2076 



[leaf 29, back] 

2080 



2084 



2088 



2092 



2096 



2100 



2104 



Howe Athalance hunted pe wilde bore tj 

And Meliagre and mony an oper moo 

ffor whiche Diane wrouht care and woo 2072 

There sawhe .1. many a nope?" wondere storie 

The whiche me luste nouht drawe to memorie 

IT This Goddes on an hert ful hihe sche seete 

Wip smaUe houndes al aboute her' feete . 2076 

And vnder-nepe hire feete sche had a mone 

Waxinge it was and scholde wany sone 

In gaude grene hire statue eloped was- 

Wip bowe in honde and arwes in a kas 2080- 

Hir" yhen kest sche ful lowe adoune 

Thare pluto hap his derke Eegione 

A womman trauailltage was hire beforne 

Bot for hire childe was so longe vnborne 2084 

fful pitously Luciua gan sche calle 

And seide helpe for pou maiste best of alle 

Wele coupe he peuito lifly pat it -wrouht 

Wip many a floren he pe hewes bouht 2088 

Nowe bene pes listes maade and Theseus 

That att his grete cost arraide pus 

The temples and pe Teatre euery dele 

Whan it was done it Uked him wondere wele 2092 

Bot stinte .1. wift of Theseus a Ute 

And speke of Palamon and of Arcite 

The daie approchep of hire retournynge 

That eueryche schold an .0. knyhtes hrmge . 2096 

The BataUe to darrame as .1. jowe tolde 

And tU Athenes here couenant for to holde 

Hape eueryche of hem brouht an .C. knyhtes 

Wele armed for pe werre att al lihtes 2100 

An sekurly pere trowed mony a man 

That neuer sippe pat pe werlde be-gan yj ,1 

As for to speke of knyhthode of hire honde j 

As fer as god hap maked see and londe 2104 

Was of so fewe so noble a compaignye | y^ ,1. 

LANSDOWNE 60 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 61 

ffor euery wigBf that louede chiualrye 

And -wolde his thankes / han a passant name 

Hath preyd / fat he myghte been of that game 2108 

And wel was hym / that ther to chosen was 

ffor if ther fille tomorwe swich a caas 

Ye knowen wel / fat euery lusty knyghf 

That loueth paramours / and hath his myghf 2112 

"Were it m Engelond / or elles where 

They wolde hir thankes / wUnen to he there 

To fighte for a lady / henedicitee 

It were a lusty sighte / for to see 2116 

^ And right so / ferden they -with PalamoiD 

'With hym / ther wenten knyghtes many on 

Som wol ben armed in an haubergeon) 

And in bristplate / and in a light gypon) 2120 

And sowme woln haue / a paire plates large 

And somme woln haue / a Pruce sheeld / or a targe 

Somme woln ben armed / on hir legges weel 

And haue an Ax / and somme a Mace of steel 2124 

Ther is no newe gyse / that it nas old 

Armed were they / as I haue yow told 

Everych / after his opinion 

Ther maistow seen / comynge -with, Palamon 2128 

Lygurge hym self* the grete kyng of Trace 

Blak was his herd / and manly was his face 

The ceroles / of hise eyen m his heed 

They gloweden / bitwyxen yelow and reed 2132 

And lik a grifphon / looked he aboute 

With kempe heeris / on hise browes stoute 

Hise lymes grete / hise brawnes harde and stronge [leaf 27, back] 

Hise shuldres brode / hise armes rounde and longe 2136 

And as the gyse was in his contree 

fful hye / vpon a Chaar of gold / stood [he'] pin a later hand] 

With foure white boles in the trays 

In stede of Cote Armure / ouer his harnays 2140 

With nayles yelewe / and brighte as any gold' 

BLLESMEKE 61 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 61 

ffor euery wighf fat loued chiualrye 

And wolde his thankes / han a passant name 

Hath prayd / that he myghte been of that game 2108 

And wel was hym / fat ther to chosen was 

ffor if ther fiUe / tomorwe swich a cas 

Te knowen wel / fat euery lusty knyght/ 

That loueth paramours / and hath his myghf 2112 

Were it in Engelond / or eUis where 

They wolde hir thankes / wilnen to be there 

To fighten for a lady / henedicitee 

It were a lusty sighte / for to see 2116 

f And right so / ferden they with Palamon 

With hym ther wenten / knyghtes many oon 

Som wol ben armed / in an haubergeon) 

And m a Brestplate / and m a light gypon) 2120 

And som wol haue / a piere plates large 

And som wol haue / a Pruce sheeld / or a targe 

Som wol been armed / on his legges weel 

And haue an Ax / and som a Maas of steel 2124 

Ther nys no newe gyse / fat it nas oold 

Armed were they / as I haue yow toold 

Euerich / after his opmyon) 

*!r Ther maystow seen / comynge with Palamon) 2128 

Lygurge hym self" the grete kyng of Trace 

Blak was his beerd / and manly was his face 

The cercles of his eyen / m his heed 

They gloweden / bitwixen yelow and reed 2132 

And lyk a griffon) / loked he aboute 

With keempe herys / on his browes stoute 

His lymes grete / his brawnes / harde and stronge 

Hys shuldres brode / hise armes rounde and longe 2136 

And as the gyse was / in his contree cieaf 29] 

fful ]iye / vp on a Chaar of gold stood he 

With foure white Boles / in the trays 

In stide of Cotearmure / ouer his harnays 2140 

With nayles yelwe / and brighte as any gold 

HENGWRT 61 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 61 



ffor euery wyjt that louede chyua]ry 

And wolde hese f ank han a passaunt name 

Hath preyed that he myjte ben of that game 

And wel was hym that f erto sohosyn was 

ffor 3if there fel to-morwe swich a cas 

5e knowe wel that euery lusty kny3t 

Th[a]t louyth paramowns & hath hese my3t 

Were it in yngelond or eUys where 

They wolden here thankys wiUyw to be there 

To fyghtyw for a lady benedicite 

It were a lusty syjte for to se 

And ryjt so ferdyn fey with Palamouji 

'With hym Tpere wentyn knyghtys manye on 

Some wele ben armede in an habiriouw 

And m a brest plate & in a ly3t lopoun 

And some wele haue a pejTe platys large 

And some wele haue a pruce schild or a targe 

Some wele ben armyd on hese leggys wel 

And han an ax & some a mace of stel 

There is non newe gyse that it nas old 

Annede were fey as I haue jow told 

Eueryche aftyr hese opynyouw 

Ther mayst f on sen / comynge w^t^ palamoun 

Ligurge hym selue / the grete kyng of trace 

Blak was hese herd / & manlyche was hese face 

The Cerkelys of hese eyen / in hese hed 

They glowedyn / by-twethyn jelw & red 

And lyk a grefoun lokede he a-boute 

With kempe herys on hese browys stoute 

His lemys grete / hese brawnys grete & stronge 

Hese schuderys brode hese armys rouwde & longe 

And as the gyse was in his cuntre 

fful heye vp on a char of gold stod he 

"With foure white bolys in the trays 

In stede of hese cote axmour ouer hese hameys 

"With naylys ^elwe & bryghte as ony gold 
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GEOTJP A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 61 

ffor euery wiglif fat^ loiied chiualrie 

And -wolde his fankes haue a passanf name 

HaJ) preyed ]jaf he mighte hen of faf game 2108 

A wel "was him faf fer to chosen was / 

ffor if" fer fille to morwe such a caas 

5e knowe -wel faf euery lusty knight" 

Thaf louej) paramours and ha]) his mighf 2112 

"Were it* in Ingelond or elles where 

Thei wolde here fankes wilnen to he fere 

To fighte for a lady benedicite 

It* were a lusty sighte for to see 2116 

And righf so ferden fey with Palamon 

With him Jer wente knightes many on 

Som wol hen armed in an hahergeon 

And in a hresf plate and iu a light* lepon 2120 

And some wol haue a paire plates large 

And som wil haue a pruce scheld or a targe peaf so, back] 

Som wol hen armed on his legges wel 

and haue an axe and som a mace of* steel 2124 

Ther nys no newe gyse jjat* it* nas olde 

Armed were Jiei as I haue 30U tolde 

Euerich after his opynioun 

Ther maystow see comyng* wif Palamon 2128 

ligurge himself* pe grete king* of* trace 

Blak* was his herd and manly was his face 

The eercles of* his yhen in his heede 

Thei gloweden hitwixe yelow and rede 2132 

And lik* a griffon loked he ahoute 

"With kempe heres on his hrowes stoute 

his lymes grete his hraunes harde and strong* 

his schuldernes htode his armes round and long* 2136 

And as f e gyse was in his ountre 

fful heighe vpon a chaar of* gold stood he 

"WiJ; foure white boles in jje trays 

In stede of* cote armour ouer his harnays 2140 

WiJ) nayles yelowe and bright* as eny golde 

CORPUS 61 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's TALE: Petworth MS. 61 



GEoup A. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 61 



ffor euery wight* fat* loued chivabye 

And wold his fonkes haue a passaunte name 

Haf preide fat* he myght* he of fat* game 

And wel was him fat* f erto chosen was 

ffor if f er feUe to morow such a caas 

Je knowen wel fat* euery lusty knyjt 

fat* louef paramours and haf [his] myjt* 

"Were it* m engelonde or eUis where 

f ei wolden fayne wihien to be fere 

To fight* for a lady benedicite 

It were a lusty sighte forto se 

And right* so feerden f ei wif Palamon 

"Wif hym f ei wenten knyghtes mony on 

Som wol be armed iu an haherion 

And a brest* plate and a litel gippon 

And some wil haue a peire plates large 

And some wU haue a Spruse plate sheeld or targe 

Somme wil [be] armed on his legges wefte 

And haue an axe and some a mace of stele 

f er nas no newe gyse fat* it* nas olde 

Armed were f ei as I haue 30U tolde 

EuerioB after his opynyon 

Ther maist* f ou see commyng* wtt^ Palamon 

Ligurge hym self f e grete king" of trace 

Blak was his visage and manly was his face 

f e Cercles of f e eyen in his hede 

f ei glowden bitwix jelowe and rede 

And Hche a lyon loked he aboute 

"With kempte heeres on his hrowes stoute 

His lymes grete his brawnes stronge 

His sholdres brode his armes rounde and longe 

And as f e Gyse was ia his cuntre 

fful heghe vpon a chare of gold stode he 

Wif .iiij. white boles m f e trais 

In stede of cote armure and his hamais 

Wif nailles 3elowe and brijf as eny gol(S 
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2116 



2120 



2124 



2128 



2132 



2136 



2140 



ffor euery whiht fat loued cheualne , 

And wold his f onkes and haue a passant name 

Haf e preide fat he myhte be of fat game . 

And wel was him fat f ere-to chosen was 

ffor if fere fell to morwe suche a cas 

Je knewe wele fat euejy lusty knyht 

]3at louef paramoures . And haf his myht 

Were it m Ingelonde or eUes where 

TJiei wolde here f onkes willen to be fere 

To fighte for a ]ady benedicite 

It were a lusti siht for to see 

And riht so ferden f ei wif Palamon 

Wife him fere went knyhtes manyon 

Some wol ben armed in an haburgeon 

And in a breste plate And in a liht lepon 

And some wil haue a paire plates large 

And some wil haue a pruce schelde or a targe 

Some wel bene armed on his legges wele 

And haue an ax and, some a mace of stele 

Thar is no new gise fat it nas holde 

Armed were fei as .1. haue jowe tolde 

Eueryche after his opioione 

Thare maistowe see oomjTige wif palamon 

Ligurge hua selfe f e grete kmge of trace 

Blake was his berde and manly was his face 

The cercles of his yhen m his hede 

Thei glowde be-twix ^alowe and rede 

Aad like a griffon loked he a-houte 

Wi'tA kempe heres on his hrowes stoute 

His Kmes grete . his hraune harde and stronge 

His soholdres brod . his armes rounde and longe 

And as f e gise was in his centre 

fful hihe vpon a chare of gold stode he 

Wif f e foure white holes in f e trays 

In stede of cote armoure ouer his hernays 

Wif naiUe jelow and hriht as any golde 
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62 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. EUesmere MS. 

He liadde a Beres skyn / colblak / for ol(J 

His longe beer / was kembd / bihynde his bak 

As any Rauenes fe there / it shoon for blak" 2144 

A wrethe of gold arm greet / of huge wighte 

Vpon his heed / set ful of stones brighte 

Of fyne Eubyes / and of dyamanntz 

Aboute his Chaar / ther wenten white Alauntz 2148 

Twenty and mo / as grete as any steer 

To hnnten at the leon) or' / the deer i' Ms. or / or] 

And folwed hym / ■wiih mosel faste ybounde 

Colered of gold / and to2a'ettes fyled rounde 2152 

An hundred lordes / hadde he m his route 

Armed ful wel / mt/i hertes stieme and stoute 

"T^Tith Arcite / in stories as men fynde 

' ' The grete Emetreus / the kyng of Inde 215G 

Yp on a steede bay / trapped m st«el 
Couered m clooth of gold / dyapred weei 
Cam ridynge / lyfc the god. of Armes Mars 
His Cote Armuie / was of clooth of Tars 2160 

Couched with perles / white and rounde and grete 
His sadel / was of brend gold newe ybete 
A Mantel [was] / vp on his shulder hangynge 
Brat ful of Eubyes rede / as fyr sparklynge 2164 

His crisp 6 heer / lyk rynges was yronne 
And that was yelow / and glytered as the sonne 
His nose was heigh / hise eyeii bright citryn) 
Hise lippes rounde / his colour was sangwyn 2168 

A fewe frakenes / m his face yspreynd' 
Bitwixen yelow / and somdel blak ymeyntJ 
And as a leon) / he his lookjmgi caste 
Of fyue and twenty yeer / his age I caste 2172 

His herd was wel bigonne for to sprynge 
His voys / was as a trompe thondrynge 
Vp on his heed / he wered of laurer grene 
A gerland' / feessh / and lusty for to sene 2176 

Vp on his hand / he bar for his deduyf 

ELLESMEEE 62 



62 GBOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 

He hadde a Berj^s Skyn / colblak / for old 

His longe heer / was kembed bihynde his bak? 

As any Rauenes fetthere / it shoon for blak" 2144 

A wrethe of gold / greet of huge wighte 

Vp on his heed / and ful of stones brighte 

Of fyne Eubyes / and of dyamawntz 

Aboute his Chaar / they wente white Alauntz 2148 

Twenty and mo / as grete as any Steer 

To hunten at the leon) / and the deer 

And folwed hym / with mosel faste ybounde 

Colered of gold / and turrettes filed rounde 2152 

An hundred lordes / hadde he in his route 

Armed ful wel / with hertes stierne and stoute 

IT With Arcita / m stories as men fynde 

The grete Emetrius / the kyng of Inde 2156 

Vp on a Steede bay / trapped ui steel 

Couered m a clooth of gold / dyapred weel 

Cam ridynge / lyk the god of Armes Mars 

His cote arniure / was of clooth of Tars 2160 

Couched with peiiys white / and rounde and grete 

His sadel was / of brend gold newe ybete 

A Mantelef vp on his shulder hangynge 

Bretful of Rubies reede / as fyr sparklynge 2164 

His crispe heer / lyk rynges was yronne 

And that was yelow / and glitred as the sonne 

His nose was heigh / hise eyen bright Citryn 

His lyppes rounde / his colour was sangwyn 2168 

A fewe fraknes / m his face yspreynd 

Bitwixen yelow / and som del blak ymeynd 

And as a leon) / he his lookyng caste 

Of .XXV. yeer / his age I caste 2172 

His beerd / was wel bigonue for to sprynge 

His Toys / was as a trompe thonderynge 

Vp on his heed / he wered of laurer grene 

A gerland fressh / and lusty for to seene 2176 

Vp on his hand / he bar for his deduyf [leaf 29, back] 
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62 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS 

He hadde a berys skyn / cole blak for old 

Hese longe her was kemb be-hynde liis bak 

As ony rauenys fedyr it schon for blak 2144 

A wrethe of gold / arm gret of heuge weighte 

Vp-on hese hed set ful of stonys bryghte 

Of fywne rubeis & of dyamauretys 

A-boute hese char there wente whyjte Alauutis 2148 

Twenty & mo as grete as ony ster 

To huntyn at the lyoum or the der 

And folwede hym vriih mosel faste I-bouwde 

Colerid of gold / & toretlys fylede rouwde 2152 

An hunderit lordis hadde he m hese route [leaf lei, back 

Armede ful wel 'with hertis sterne & stoute 

With arcyta m storyis as men fynde 

The grete emetreus the kyng of Inde 2156 

Vp-on a stede bay trappit m stel 

Couered m cloth of gold diaperyd wel 

Come rydynge Hik the god of armys mars 

Hese cote armeure was of cloth of tans 2160 

Couchede with perlys white & rouwde & grete 

Hese sadil was of brend gold newe bete 1 

A mantyl vp-on hese schuldyr hangyrege 

Bret ful of Rubyis rede & fer sparkelynge 2164 

Hese cnspe her lyk ryngis was I-roune 

And fat was ^elw / & glederit as the sowne 

Hese nose was hey hese eyjyn bryght siixjae, 

Hese lyppis rouwde hese colowr was sanguyn 2168 

A fewe frakenys in. hese face I-sprend 

Be-twixe jelw / & sumdel blak I-meynd 

And as a lyouw he hese lokynge caste 

Of fyue & twenty 3er / hese age I caste 2172 

Hese herd was wel begurene for to sprywge 

Hese voys was as a truwpe thonderynge 

Vp-on hese hed he werede a laurer grene 

A garlond frosch & lusti for to seene 2176 

Vp-on hese hond he bar for hes deduyt 
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62 GEoup A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 

lie liadde a terskynne coleblak" for olde 

his longe her was kembed byhyttde Hs bak* 

As eny rauenes fejier if schon for blak" 2144 

A wrefe of gold arme gref of huge weigbte 

vpon his beed sette ful of stones brighte 

Of fyne Eubies and of Diamantz 

Abonte his chaar Jjer wente wit* Alantz 2148 

Twenty and mo as gret as eny steere 

To hunten atte leofi or Jie deere 

And folwed him with mosel fast" y-bounde 

Coleres of gold and torettes filed rounds 2152 

An C. lordes hadde he in his route 

Armed ful wel wiji hertes sterne and stoute 

f With arcita in stories as men fynde 

The grete Emetreus fe king< of Inde 2156 

vpon a steede bay trapped in steel 

Couered in cloth of gold diapred weel [leaf si] 

Com ridyngi lyk" fe god of armes mars 

His cote armure was of cloJ> of Tars 2160 

Couched with perles whif and round and grete / 

His sadel was of brent gold newe I bete 

A mantelef vpon his schuldern hangynge 

Bref ful of Eubyes reede as fyr sparclynge 2164 

His crispe her lik rynges was I-ronne 

And paff was yelow and glitering* as Jie sonns 

His nose was highe his eyen bright" Cytryn 

His lippes rounde his colour was sanguyn 2168 

A fewe frakenes m his face y-spreynd 

Betwixe yelow and somdel blat y-meynd 

And as a leon he his lokyng* caste 

Of fyue and twenty jeer his age I caste 2172 

His herd was wel begonne for to springe 

His voys was as a trompe thunderinge 

vpon his heed he wered a laurer grene 

A garland freissche and lusty for to seene 2176 

vpon his hand he bar for his deduyf 

COKPUS 62 
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62 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 

He had a berres skyn coleblake for olde 

His longe heer was kempte behmde his bak 

'As eny rauens fefere it" shoon for blak 2144 

A wrejie of golcJ. arme brijf of huge wijf 

Ypon his hede sette ful of stonys brijf 

Of fyne Eubies and of dyamauntz 

Abouf his chare fer went white alaltnta 2148 

xxJ' and moo as grete as ony ster" 

To hunten af Jie lyon or pe deef 

And folowed hym wijj mosel fast" ybounde 

Colors of golde and torrettes philed rounde 

An C. lordes had he m his route 

Armed ful wel wi]) hertes steerne and stoute 

IT "With Arcite in stories as men fynde 

The grete Emetreus fe king" of ynde 

Vpon a stede bay trapped m stele 

Couered wiJi a clofe of gold diapred wele 

Come riding" liche Jie god of armed Mars 

His cote armure was a clojje of tars 2160 

Couched wi]) peerles . white, rounde and grete 

His sadel was of brent golcJ newe ybete 

A mantel vpon his shulder hongynge 

Brefful of rubies rede as fire spar[c]Hnge 2164 

His Crispe here liche rynges was yronne 

And ))af was jelowe and gliteriag" as Jie sonne 

His nose was heghe his eyen brijt" citryn 

His lippes rounde his colour was Sangwyh) 2168 

A fewe frakens in lus face spreynf 

Bitwix jelowe and somdele blak" ymeynf 

And as a lyon he is eyen caste 

Of xxv" jere his age y caste 2172 

His beerd was wel bygonne forto springe 

His vois was as a trompef Jjondringe 

Vpon his hede he wered a lauier grene 

A gaiiond fresshe and lusty forto sene 2176 

Vpon his honde he bare for his delite 

K PETWORTH 62 / 
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62 GRoTjp A. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

He had a berskinne cole-blake for olde 

His longe here was kembed be-hinde his bak 

As any Eauenes fejier it schane for blak 2144 

A wrejje of golde arme grete of huge wighte 

Vpon his hede sette ful of stones briht 

Of fine Eubies and of diamantz 

A-boute his chare jjer went white alantz 2148 

Twenty and moo as grete as any store peaf 27, back] 

To hunten att pe lyon or pe dere 

And folowed hun wif mosel fast bounde 

Colers of golde and turettes filed rounde 2152 

An .C. lordes had he in his Eoute 

Armed ful wele wi]) hertes sterene and stoute 

IT Wi]) Arcita in Stories as men finde 

The grete Emetrius fe kmge of Inde 2156 

Vpon a stede baie trapped in stele 

Couerd wij) clofe of gold diapred wele 

Cam rideinge like fe god of Armes mars 

His cote armiir was of clo])e of tars 2160 

Couched wiJi perles white and rounde and grete 

His sade[l] was of brent gold new ybette 

A mantelet vpon his seholdere hongeynge 

Breteful of Eubies rede as fire sparkUnge 2164 

His crispe here like ringes was yronne 

And fat was jalowe and gleteringe as fe sone 

His nose was hihe his yjen briht Citrme 

His Hppes rounde . his. colour was sanguyne 2168 

A fewe fraknes in his face y-sprined 

Be-twrx jalowe and somdel blak ymeyned 

And as lion he his lokeynge cast 

Of five and twenti jere his age .1. cast 2172 

His herd was wele be-gunne for to springe 

His vois was as a trompe thundringe 

Vpon his hede he wered of laurer grene , yj „ 

A garland fresche and lusti for to seene 2176 

Vpon his honde he bare for his deduyte 

lANSDOWNE 62 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 63 



An Egle tame / as any lilye whyf 

An hundred lordes / hadde he ■Mfitli hym there 

Al armed sane hir heddes / m al hir gere 

fful richely / m alle maner thynges 

ffor trusteth wel / fat dukes / Erles kynges 

Were gadered / in this noble compaignj'e 

ffor loue / and for encrees of chiualrye 

Aboute this kyng* ther ran on euery parf 

fful many a tame leon) / and leopard' 

And m this wise / thise lordes aUe and some 

Been on the Sonday to the Citee come 

Ahoute pryme / and in the toun alight 

IT This Theseus / this duo this worthy knyght 

"Whan he had broght hem / m to his Citee 

And Inned hem / euerich m his degree 

He festeth hem / and dooth so greet labour 

To esen hem / and doon hem al honour 

That yet men weneth / fat no maner wit 

Of noon estaaf ne koude amenden it 

^ The Mynstralcye / the seruice / at the feeste 

The grete yiftes / to the meeste and leeste 

The riche array / of Theseus paleys 

'Ee who saf first ne last vp on the deys 

What ladyes fairest been / or best daimsynge 

Or which of hem / kan dauncen best and synge 

Ife who moost felyngly speketh of loue 

What haukes / sitten on the perche aboue 

What houndes / Hggen in the floor adoun 

Of al this / make I now no mencioun 

But al theffecf that thynketh me the beste 

Now Cometh the pomf and herkneth if yow leste 

TThe sonday nyghf er day bigan to sprynge 

-*- Whan Palamon / the larke herde synge 

Al though it nere nat day / by houres two 

Yet song the larke / and Palamon also 

With hooly herte / and with an heigfi corage 

ELLESMERE 63 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Sengwrt MS. C3 

An Egle tame / as any liKe whyf 

An hundred lordes / hadde he with hym there 

Al armed saue hir heddes / m al hir gere 2180 

fful richely / m alle manere thynges 

ffor trusteth wel / fat dukes / Erles / kynges 

Were gadred / m this noble compaignye 

ffor loue / and for encrees of chiualrye 2184 

Aboute this kyng^ ther ran on euery parf 

fful many a tame leon) and leoparf 

^ And m this wise / thise lordes alle and some 

Been on the Sonday / to the Citee come 2188 

Aboute pryme / and m the town alighf 

^ This Theseus / this due this worthy knyghf 

Whan he hadde broghf hem / m to his Citee 

And Inned hem / euerich at his degree 2192 

He festeth hem / and dooth so gret labour 

To esen hem / and doon hem al honour 

That yet men wenen / fat no mannes wit* 

Of noon estaaf ne koude amenden it/ 2196 

^ The Mynstralcye / the seruyce / at the feeste 

The grete yiftes / to the meeste and leeste 

The ryche array / of Theseus Paleys 

ISTe who sat firsf or lasf vp on the deys 2200 

What ladyes fairest been / and best daunsynge 

Or which of hem / kan daunse best and synge 

Ne who moost feelyngiy / speketh of loue 

What haukes sitten / on the perche aboue 2204 

What houndes lyggen / on the floor adown 

Of al this / make I now no mencioun 

But al theffecf that thynketh me the beste 

Now comth the pomf and herkneth if yow leste 2208 

T The Sonday nyghf er day bigan to sprynge 

Whan Palamon / the larke herde synge 

Al thogh it nere nat day / by houres two 

Yet soong the larke / and Palamon right tho 2212 

With holy herte / and with an heigh corage 

HENGWRT 63 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 



63 



An egle tame as oiiy lylye whit 

An hunderid lordys hadde he wit/t hym there 

AUe ai-mede sone / here hedis m al here gere 2180 

fful rychely m alle maner thyngis 

ffor trustyth wel that dukis erlys kyjzgis 

Were gaderid in tins noble ciuwpanye 

ffor loue & for encres of chiwalrye 2184 

A-bouthe this kyng / there ran on euery part 

fful manye a tame / lyoun & lebard 

And m this wise / these lordis aUe & some 

Ben on the soneday / to the sete come 2188 

Aboute prime & m the toun a-hght [leaf i62j 

This thesyus this deuk this worthi knyght 

Whawne he hadde broujt hem m-to hese cete 

And mnede hem / euerych at hese degre 2192 

He festith hem / & doth so gret labour 

To esyn hem / & don hejw alle honour 

That 3it men wenyn / that no marenys wit 

Of non estat / ne coude amendyn it 2196 

The menstralcye / the seruyse at the feste 

The grete ^iftys to the meste & leste 

The ryche aray of thesyus palays 

Ne ho sat ferst or last vp-on the deys 2200 

Wliat ladyis fayrest ben or best dauwsjTige 

Or whiche of -hem can daujzsjm best or synge 

Ne who most felyngely / spekyth of loue 

What haiikys syttjm on the perche a-boue 2204 

Wliat houndys liggyn m the flor adoiw 

Of al this make I now no mencyouw 

But al theffect that f ynkyth me the beste 

Now comyth the poynt / & herkenyth jif 30W lyste 2208 

The soneday ny3t er day be-gan to spynge 

Whan palamouw The larke herde synge 

Al-f ey it were nought / day be ourys to 

3it song the larke / & palamouw also 

With holy herte & with an hey corage 

CAMBRIDGE 63 
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2213 



GHOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. €3 

An Egle tame as eny lilie wliif 

An 0. lordes hadde lie with, him fere 

Alt armed saue lier heedes m al here gere 2180 

ffiil richely m alle maner Jjinges 

ffor tniste]) wel ]>a.V Dukes Erles kynges. 

Were gadred m ]jis noble companye 

&0C lone and for encrees of" cliiualne 2184 

aboTite Jjis king^ Jjer ran on eue?y part* 

fful many a tame leon and lepart 

And m Jiis -wise fise lordes att and some 

Ben on ]je soneday to fe Cite come 2188 

Aboute pnme and m fe tonn aligSte 

This Theseus Jiis Duk" fis -worfii kniglite 

Whan he hadde broaght" hem m to his Cite 

And Inned hem euench a.f his degre / 2192 

He festef hem and doji so gref labour 

To eesen hem and don hem alt honour [leaf si, back] 

That! jQ^ jQ^en wenef faf no mannes wif 

Of" non estaf ne conjie amenden it / 2196 

The menstralcye fe sernise atte feste 

The grete 3iftes to fe meste and leste 

The riche array of Theseus Paleys 

ISe who saf fersti ne lasf -vrpon fe deys 2200 

Whaf ladies fairesf ben or besf daunsynge 

Or which of* hem can besf daimsen or synge / 

ISe, who mosf felyngHk* spekej) of< loue 

Whaf haukes sitten on fe perche aboue / 2204 

Whaf houndes liggen on f e flor adotm 

Of att fis make I now no mencioan 

Bnf alio feffecte faf Junkef me fe beste 

JSTow come]) pe poynf and herknef if" 50U lesf 2208 

^ The sonday night ar day bigan to springe 

Whan Palamon Jie larke herde synge 

Al fough it / nere noughf day by houres tuo 

3ef song* fe larke and Palamon righf Jio 2212 

Wi]j holy herte and with, an heigh corage 

CORPUS 63 



GEoup A. § 2. KNiGHa:'s TALE. Pctworth MS. 63 



An Egle tame as eny lylye white 
An C. lordes had he wiji hym fere 
Al armed sauf her hedes m al her gere 
fful richely in al[lej maner fmgges 
ffor trustejj wel faf dukes Erles kyngges 
Were gadered lu fis noble companye 
ffor loue and for encrees of chyualrye 
Abouf J)is kiiy^f fer ranne on euery parf 
fful mony a tame lyon and leoparf 
And m fis wise fise lordes al and some 
Bene on fe sonday to fe Cite come 
Aboute prime and in fe toiui alighf 
This Theseus fis duke fis worjji knyjf 
Whan he had broujf hem into his Cite 
And Inned hem [ech] after her degre 
He feesteth hem and dof so gref laboure 
To esen hem and done hem al honours 
Thaf ^if men wenen f af no mannys witte 
Of noon astate ne cowde amenden if 
The mynstralsy fe servise af fe feest 
The grete 3iftes to fe mosf and leesf 
The riche aray of Theseus palays 
Ne who saf firsf and laste ypon fe dees 
Whaf ladies fairest bene or besf daunsmge 
Or whiche of hem can beste daunce or singe 
Ke who mosf felingly spokef of loue 
Whaf hawkes sitten or perche aboue 
Whaf houndes liggen on fe floor a-doun 
Of al this nowe I make no mencyotm 
Buf al J)e effecte f af fenkef me fe besf 
I^Towe comrnelp fe poynf herknef if 3011 lesf 
^ The sonday nyghf er day gan to sprmge 
Whan Palamon fe larke herd smge 
Al fouje if ner nof day by howres two 
3if songe fe larke and Palamon rijf foo 
WiJ) holy herf and wif an highe corage 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 63 

An Egle tame as any lely white 

An .C. lordes had he wif him fere 

Al armed saue hire hedes m al her gere 2180 

fful nchely in al maner f inges 

ffor trustef wele fat Dukes Erles and kinges I 

Weren gaderd in f is noble compaignie 

ffor loue and for encres of chiualrie 2184 

A-boute f IS kmge far ranne on euery parte 

fful mony a tame lion and lepart 

^ And m f is wise f es lordes al and some 

Bene on fe sondaie to fe Cite come 2188 

Aboute prime and m f e towne a-lilite 

This theseus fis due f is worf 1 knyht 1 

Whan he had brouht hem in to his Citee Deaf 28] 

And Inned hem euenche att his degree 2192 

He festef hem and dof e so grete la-boure 

To esen hem and done hem al honoure 

That 3it men wenef fat nomannes witte 

Of none astate ne coufe amende it 2196 

The mmstraloie f e seruioe att f e feste 

The grete jeftes to f e most and leste 

The Eiche arraie of Theseus Paleis 

Ne who satt first ne last Tppon f e deis 2200 

What ladies fairest bene or best daunceinge 

Or whiche of hem can best daunsen or smge 1 

1^6 who moste feleingelike spekef of loue 

What haukes sitten in f e perche aboue 2204 

What houndes liggen on f e flore adoune 

Of att f is make .1. nowe no mencioune 

Bot al f effect fat f enkef me beste 

Now comef fe pointe and herken if 30W leste 2208 

•[f The sondaye att nyht ar day be-gan to springe 

Whan Palamon f e larke herde suige 

Al f ouhe it nar nouht dale be houres tuo 

3ete songe fe larke An Palamon riht fo 2212 

Wif holy herte aiid wif an hihe corage 
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64 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Eilesmere MS. 



2216 



2220 

IT The preyere 
of Palamon). 



He roos / to wenden on his pilgrymage 

Vn to the hlisful Citherea bemgne 

1 mene Venus / honurable and digne 

And m hir houre / he walketh forth a paas 

Yn to the lystes / ther hire temple was 

And doun he kneleth / with ful humble cheer 

And berte soor / and seyde in this manere 

"jHaireste of faire / o lady myn Venus 

■*- Doughter to loue / and spouse of Vulcanus JoddJsleof loue, 

Thow gladere / of the Mounf of Citheron 

ffor thilke loue / thow haddest to Adoon 

Haue pitee / of my bittre teens smerte 

And taak myn humble preyere at thyn berte 

Alias / I ne haue / no langage to telle 

Theffectes / ne the tormentz of myn helle 

Myn herte / may myne harmes nat biwreye 

I am so confus / that I kan noght seye 

But mercy lady bright" that knowest weele 

My thought' and seesf what harmes pat I feele 

Considere al this / and rewe vp on my soore 

As wisly / as I shal for eueremoore 

Emforth my myghf thy trewe seruant be 

And holden werre / alwey with chastitee 

That make I myn auow / so ye me helpe 

I kepe noght of Armes for to yelpe 

ISTe I ne axe naf tomorwe to haue victorie 

1^6 renouM m this cas / ne veyne glorie 

Of pris of Armes / blowen vp and doun 

But I wolde haue / fully possessioun 

Of Emelye / and dye in thy seruyse 

ffynd thow the manere / hou and in what wyse 

I recche nat / but it may bettre be 

To haue Victoria of hem / or they of me 

So that I haue / my lady in myne Armes 

ffor though so be / that Mars is god of Armes 

Youre vertu is so greef m heuene aboue 

EUESMEKE -64 
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64 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 

He roos / to wenden on his pilgrymage 
Vn to the bUsful / Scitherea benygne 
I mene Venus / honurable and digne 2216 

And m hir hour / he walketh forth a paas [leaf so] 

Vn to the lystes / ther hir temple was 
And down he kneleth / and with humble cheere 
And herte soor / he seyde as ye shal heere 2220 

^ ffaireste of faire / o lady myn Venus 
Doghter of loue / and spouse to Vulcanus 
Tho\T gladere / of the mount of Cytheron 
ffor thilke loue / thow haddest to Adoon 2224 

Haue pitee / of my bittre teerys smerte 
And taak myn humble prayere at thyn herte 
^ Alias I ne haue no langage to telle 
Theffecte . ne the tormentz of myn heUe 2228 

Myn herte / may myne harmes nat biwreye 
I am so confus / fat I kan noght seye 
But mercy lady brighf pat knowest wele 
My thoghf and seest what harmes pat I feele 2232 

Considre al this / and rewe vp on my soore 
As wisly / as I shal for euere moore 
Emforth my myghf thy trewe seruant be 
And holden werre / alwey with chastitee 2236 

That make I myn avow / so ye me helpe 
I kepe noghf of armes for to yelpe 
Ne I ne axe noght / tomorwe / to haue victorie 
Ne renoun m this cas / ne veyne glorie 2240 

Of prys of armeg / blowen vp and down 
- But I wolde haue / fully possessioun 
Of Emelye /' and dye m thy seruyse 

ffynd thow the manere / how / and m what wyse 2244 
I recche naf but it may bettre be 
To haue victorie of hem / or they of me 
So pat I haue / my lady m myn armes 
ffor thogh so be / pat Mars is god of armes 2248 

Youre vertu is so greef m heuene aboue 
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64 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS, 

He ros to wendyn / on hese pilgryjMage tss 

Vn-to the temple blysful Cythera benygne 

I mene venus honurable & dygne 2216 

And in here howr he walldth forth a pas 

Vn-to the lystis there here temple was 

And douw he kneHth & with vmble chore 

And herte sor / he seyde as je shal here 2220 

ffayreste of fayre / lady myn venus 

Doughtyr to loue / & spouse of Vlcanus . vn. 43. 

Thow gladere of / the mount of Cytherouw 

ffor thilke loue / pou haddyst to Adoun 

Haue pete of myne bittere tens smerte 

And tak myn humble preyere at pyw herte 

Alias I ne haue no langage to telle 

Theffectis ne the turmentis of my« belle 

Myn herte may myn harm ' not bewreyen 

I am so confus pat I can not seyen 

But mercy lady brygh that knowyst wel 

Myn thought & fest what harmys that I fel 2232 

Considere al this & rew vp-on myn sor 

As wisely as I schal jit eueremor 

Enforte myn myjt thi trewe seruauwt be 

And holdyn werre alwey with chastite 2236 

That make I myn owene so je me helpe 

I kepe not of armys for to jelpe 

Ne I ne axe not / to morwe to haue victorye 

Ne renouM. in this cas / ne ven glorye 2240 

Of prys of armys blowyn vp & doun 

But I wolde haue fully possessioun 

Of Emelye & deye / m pyn seruyse 

ffynd pou the manor how & in what wyse 2244 

I reche not but I may betere be 

To haue victorye of hem & pey of me 

So that I haue myn lady m myne armys 

ffor thow so be / that Mars I god of armys 2248 

JoMre vertu is so gret m heuene a-boue 

CAMBBIDGB 64 
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64 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 

He ros to ■vrenden on Hs pilgrimage 

vnto ])e blisful Citharea bemgne 

I rnene Venus honorable and digne 22 1& 

And in liere houre he -walke]) forf a paas 

vnto fe lystes fer hire temple was 

And doun he knelejj and wij) humble chere 

And herte sore he seyde as ^e schal heere 2220 

5r ffairesf of faire lady myn Venus 

Dougliter to loue and spouse to Vulcanus 

Thou glader pJP Jje moujif of Citheron 

ffor filke loue Tpon liaddesf to adon 2224 

Haue pite of" my bittre teeres smerte / 

and tat myn humble preier af Jjin herte 

Alias I ne haue no langage to telle / 

Theifeetes ne fe torment ofi myn helle 2228 

Myn herte may myw harmes nought* bewreye 

I am so confuse faf I can not" seye peaf 82] 

Buf mercy lady bright* Jjaf knowest* wele 

My Jjoughf and seesf whaf harmes faf I feele 2232 

Considere al Jjis and rewe vpon my soore 

As wisly as I schal for euermore 

Emforth my myghf Jji trewe seruanf be 

And holden werre alwey -wiJ) chastite 2236 

Thaf I make myn avow so ^e me helpe 

I keepe noughf of* armes for to yelpe 

Ife I ne axe nought" to morwe to haue "victorie 

JSTe renown m Jus caas ne veme glorie 2240 

Of" pris of" armes blowen Tp and doun 

Buf I wolde haue fully possessioun 

Of" emelye and dye in fi seruise 

fiynde yow f e manor how and m what" wise 2244 

I recche naf but if may bettre be 

To haue viotorie of hem or Jiei of* me 

So Jiaf I may haue my lady m my» armes 

ffor fough so be Jiaf mars is god of* armes 2248 

youre vertue is so gref in heuen aboue 

COBPUS 64 



64 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 

He roos vp to we[n]den on his pilgiymage 

Vnto fe blisful Cithera benygne 

I mene Venus honurable and digne 2216 

And in her houxe he walkef forj) apaas 

Vnto Jie listes fer Jje tempel was 

And doune he knelej? and wijj humble chore 

And herte sore he seide as 30 shal here 2220 

IT ffairesf . o farre . 0. lady myne Venus 

Doujtere to loue and spouse to Vlcanus 

Thow glader of fe mounte of Citherown [leaf 31, backj 

ffor )>ilk[e] loue fou haddesf to a-doun 2224 

Haue pite on my bitter teeres smerte 

And take myn humble preier af J)ine herte 

Alas I ne haue no langage to telle 

pe effecte ne Jje towrmenf of myn helle 2228 

Myne herte may myn armes nof be-wreye 

I am so confused faf I can nof seye 

Buf mercy lady bri3f faf woost wele 

My J)ou3f and seesf whaf harmes I fele 2232 

Considere al fis and rwe vpon my sore 

As wisly as I shal for euermore 

HensforJ) my my3f Jji trewe seruawnte be 

And hole werre alwaie wiJ) chaastite 2236 

Thaf make I myne avowe so as 30 may helpe 

I kepe nof of armes for to jelpe 

Ne I ne axe nof to niorowe to haue victorie 

!N"e renown m Jiis caas ne veynglorie 2240 

Of price of armes blowen vp and down 

But I wold haue fully possessiown 

Of Emelye and dye m her seruise 

ffjmde jjou fe manere howe and in whaf wise 2244 

I recche nof buf if may better be 

To haue victorie of hem or Jiei of me 

So thaf I haue my lemman m myn armes 

ffor Jiou3e so be paf mars is god of armes 2248 

Joure vertue is so grete in heuene aboue 
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64 GiRoup A. § 2. knight's tale, lansdowne MS. 



He rose to wende on his pilgrenage 
Vnto ])e blisful Citharea benigne 
.1. mene venus honurable ajid digne 
And in hire houre he walkef forfe apace 
Vnto J)e listes fier hir temple wace 
An doune he kneled and wiJ) humble chere 
And hert sore he seide as 30 schal here 
If ffairest of faire ladi myne Venus 
Doubter to loue mid spouse to vulcanus 
Thou glader of fe mounte of Citheron 
jBfor pilke loue fou haddest to Adon 
Haue pite of my bitter teres smarte 
And take myne humble pieier att fine herte 
Alias .1. ne haue no langage to telle 
The effectes ne Jje torment on mjn helle 
Mine herte male myne harmes nouht bi-wreie 
.1. am so confuse fat .1. can nouht seie 
Bot Meroi ladi briht fat knowest wele 
Mi f ouhte and seest what harmes fat .1. fele . 
Considere al f is and rewe vpon my sore 
As wisly as .1. schal for euer More 
Enforf e my myht f i trewe seruant be 
And halden were alwaie wif chastite 
Tliat .1. make myne avowe so 30 me helpe 
.1. kepe nouht of armes for to 3elpe 
Ne .1. ne axe not to morne to haue victorie 
Ne renoune in f is caas ne veme glorie 
Of pns of armes blowen vp and doune 
Bot .1. wolde haue fully possessione 
Of Emelye and die in his seruise 
fifinde 30we f e manere howe and in whatt wise 
.1. reche nou3t bot it better maie hue 
To haue victorie of hem or f ei of me 
So fat .1. maie my lady in myne armes 
ffor f ouhe so be fat mars is god of Armes 
Joure vertue is so grete in heuene aboue 
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GEouF A. § 2- knight's tale. Eilesmere MS. 65 

That if yow lisf I shal wel haue my loue 

^ Tliy temple wol I woxshipe eue?-emo 

And on thyn Auter / -where I ride or go 2252 

I wol doon sacrifice / and fires heete 
And if ye wol nat so / my lady sweete 
Thanne preye I thee / tomorwe / yvith a spere 

That Aroita / mo thurglithe herte here 2256 

ThaBne rekke I noght / whan I haue lost my lyf 

Thoiigh that Arcita / wj'nne hire to his wyf" 

This IS theffect* and ende of my preyere 

Tif me my lone / thow Misful lady deere 2260 

II Whan the orison / was doon of Palamoii) 
His sacrifice he dide / and that anon 

ii'ul pitously / with alle circumstance 

Al telle I noght as now / his obsej'uaiice 2264 

Bat atte laste / the statue of Venus shook / 

And made a signe / wher by J>at he took' 

That his preyere / accepted was that day 

ifor thogh the signe / shewed a delay 2268 

Yet wiste he wel / pat graunted was his boone 

And witA glad herte / he wente hym hoom ful soone 

rphe thridde houre m-equal that Palamon 

-*- Bigan / to Venus temple for to gon 2272 

Vp roos the sonne / and vp rocs Emelye 

And to the temple of Dyane gan hye 

Hir maydens / fat she thider vntli hire ladde 

fful redily / with hem the fyi they ladde 2276 

Thenceiis / the clothes / and the remenant al 

That to the sacrifice / longen shal 

The homes fuUe of Meeth / as was the gyse [leaf 29] 

Ther lakked noghf to doon hir sacrifise 2280 

IT Smokynge the temple / ful of clothes faire 

This Emelye / i^iith herte dehonaire 

Hir body wessii / with water of a welle 

But hou she dide hir ryte / I dar nat teUe 2284 

But it bo / any thing* m general 
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GHOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 65 

That if yow Kst-< I shal wel haue my loue 

^ Thy temple / wol I worshipe eue7*e mo 

And on thyn Auter / wher I ryde or go 2252 

I wol doon sacrifice / and fyres beete 

And if ye wol noght so / my lady sweete 

Thanne praye I thee / to morwe with a spere 

That Arcita / me thurgh the herte here 2256 

Thanne rekke I noghf whan I haue lost my lyf [leaf so, back] 

Thogh fat Arcita / wynne hire to his wyp 

This IS theffecf and ende of my prayere 

Yif me my loue / thow blisful lady deere 2260 

^ "Whan the orison was doon / of Palamon 

His sacrifice he dide / and that anon 

fful pitously / with alle circumstances 

Al telle I nat as now / his obseruances 2264 

But at the laste / the Statue of Venus shocli' 

And made a signe / wher by pat he took" 

That his prayere / accepted was that day 

ffor thogh the signe / shewed a delay 2268 

Yet wiste he wel / fat graunted was his boone 

And with glad herte / he wente hym hoom ful soone 

^ The thridde hour m equal / fat Palamon 

Bigan / to Venus temple / for to gon 2272 

Vp roos the soone / and vp roos Emelye 

And to the temple of Diane / gan hye 

Hir maydens / fat she thider 'with line ladde 

fful redily with hem / the fyr they hadde 2276 

Thencens / the clothes / and the remenant al 

That to the sacrifice / longen shal 

The homes ful of Mede / as was the gyso 

Ther lakked noghf to doon hir sacrifise 2280 

^ Smokynge the temple / ful of clothes faire 

This Emelye / with herte debonaire 

Hir body wessh / with water of a welle 

But hou she dide hir ryte / I dar nat telle 2284 

But it be / any thyng* in general 
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GROcp A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 65 



[» Sec p. 25, n- 10.] 



That jif foil lyst I schal wel haue myn loue 

ThyM temple wele I worschepe euere mo 

And on thyn auter where I ryde or go 

I wele don sacrifyse & ferys bete 

And 9 if 30 wele not so myn lady swete 

Tliawne prey I the to-morwe with a spere 

That Aroitha / me pottr the herte bore 

Than rekke I not whan I haue last mym lyf 

Thow Arcithe / wywne here to hose wyf 

This is thefi'ect / & ende of myn preyere 

3yf me myn loue f ou blysful lady dere 

Whan f " orysouw was don of palamouM 

Hese sacrifyse he dede & fat a-non 

flful pitously vfith al circumstaurece* 

Al telle I not as now hese obseruauwce 

But at the laste the statwe of Venus schok 

And made a sygne wherby that he tok 

That hese preyere acceptid was that day 

tfor though the sygne schewede a delay 

])o wisto he wel fat grauntid was hese bone 

And with glad herte he wente hym horn ful sone 

The tlirede hour mequal that Palamoun 

Be-gan to Venus te?)?ple for to gon 

Vp ros the suwne & vp ros Emalye 

And to the temple of dyane gan hye 

Here maydenys fat sehe thidir with her ladde 

iful redyly f '^ fuyr w«t7i \\.eni fey hadde 

Thensens the clothis & the romenaunt al 

That to the sacrifise longyn schal 

The hornys ful of mete / as was the gyse 

Ther lakkede not to don here sacryfise 

Smokynge f ' te?nple ful of clothis fayre 

This Emelye with herte debonayre' 

Here body wesch with watyr of a welle 

But how sche dede here ryte / I dar not telle 

But 3if it be ony f yng / m general 
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CROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 

Thaf ifi yow list* I schal ■wel haue my loue 

Thy temple wil I -worscliipe euermo 

An on fm auter wher I ride or go 

I wil don sacrifice and feeres beete 

And if" 36 wol nof so my lady sweete 

Tlian pray I jje to morwe with a spere 

Jjaf arcite me Jjurgh ^e herte bere 

Than rekke I naf -whan I haue lost" my lyf" 

Jjough faf arcite wynne hir to his wyf 

This IS jjeffect' and ende of my preyere 

yif me my loue Tpon blisful lady deere 

Whan fe orison was don of' Palamon 

Ills sacrifise he dide and Jiaf anon 

fful pitously wi)) alle circumstances 

Al telle I nof as now his obse)-uances 

But atte laste \>e Statue of' Venus schook' 

And made a signe wherby faf he took* Deaf 

That" his prayer accepted was fat day 

ffor ])ough fe signe schewed a delay 

31^ wisf he weel faf graunted was his boone 

And with glad herte he went him home ful soone 

The jjridde hour inequal faf Palamon 

Bigan to venus temple for to gon 

Tp roos pe Sonne and vp roos Emelye 

And to ))e temple of Diane gan hye 

Hir maydenes paf fider with hir ladde 

fful redily with hem fe fyr fey hadde 

Thencens fe clones and fe remenant alt 

Thaf to J)e sacrifice longen schatt 

The homes full of methe as was Jie gise 

Ther lacked naf to do hir sacrifise 

Smokyng' fe temple ful of clofes faire 

This Emelye with herte debonaire 

Hire body [wessh] with fe water of a welle 

Buf how sche dide hire rite I dar nof telle 

Buf if be eny J>ing' in general 
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65 GEOtp A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 65 

faf if fe lest I shal wel haue my loue 

Thy tempel shal I worship euermoo 
2252 And on fine awtere wher I ride or goo 2252 

I wil doon sacrifise and fires bete 

And 3if ^e wil nof so my lady swete 

fan prey I 30U to morowe wif a spere 
2256 faf Arcita me forghe fe herte bere 2256 

Then rekke I nof whan I haue losf my lif 

f oii;e Arcita Wynne her to his wiff 

This is fe eflfecte and eende of my pnere tieaf S2] 

2260 3eiie me my lady f ou blisful lady dere 2260 

IT Whan f e orison was don of Palamon 

His sacrifise he did and f af a-non 

fful pitously wif al[le] circumstaMnces 
2264 Al telle I nof as nowe his obseruaimces 2264 

Buf atte laste f e statue of Venus shoke 
32, back] And made a signe wherby f af he toke 

]3af his preier accepted was f af day 
2268 ffor f ou^e fe signe shewed a delay 2268 

3it wisf he wele f af graimted was his bone 

And wif glad herf he wenf awaie ful sone 

^ fe iij. houre m-equal faf Palamon 
2272 Byganne to venus temple forto gon 2272 

Vp roos fe sonne and vp roos Emelye 

And to f e temple of Dyane gan she hie 

Hir maidens faf she f ider wif hir ladde 
2276 fful redily wif hem f e fire f ei hadde 2276 

f e encense f e clof es and f e remenawnte aft 

fat to f e sacrifise longen shaft 

f e homes ful of meth as was f e gise 
2280 f er lacked nou3f to don her sacrifise 2280 

Smoking* f e temple ful of clof es faire 
This Emelie wif herte debonaire 
Hir' lady wasshe wif water of a welle 
2284 But howe she did hir rijf I dar nof telle 2284 

Buf if be eny f mg^ in generaft 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 65 



fat. if fou liste .1. schal wel haue my loue 

IT Thi temple wil .1. worschipe euere mo 

And on f me autere where .1. ride or go 

.1. wU d5n sacrifise and fires bete 

And if je wil noujt so my lady swete 

fan praie .1. f e to-morne wif a spere 

Jjat Arcite [me] f ourhe f e herte bere 

Than reke .1. nouht whan .1. haue lost my lif 

Thouht fat Arcite„winn6 hire to his wif 

This IS f effect and ende of my prayere 

Jef me my loue fou blisseful ladi dere 

IT Whan f e orison was done of Palamon 

His sacrifice he dide and fat a-none 

fful pitously wip al circumstances * p See p. 25, «. ie.3 

Aft tel .1. not as nowe his obse»*uances 

Bot att f e laste f e Statue of venus schooke 

And Maade a signe where-bi fat he toke 

That his praier was accept fat dale 

ffor f oughe f e signe schewed a delaie 

3it wist he wele fat graunted was lus bone 

And wif glad herte he went him horn ful sone 

The f rede houre mequale fat Palamon 

Be-gan to venus temple for to gone 

Vp rose f e sonne and vpe roos Emelye 

And to f 6 temple of Diane gan hye 

The Maidens fat federe wif hire ladde [leaf 29] 

fful redely wif hem f e fire f ei hadde 2276 

The eneens f e clof es and f e remenant aft 

That to f e sacrifice longen schatt 

The homes ful of Mef e as was f e gise 

There lakked nouht to done Mr" sacrifise 2280 

Smokeinge f e temple ful of clof es faire 1 

This Emely wif hert debonaire 

Hir body [wessh] wife water of a weft 1 

Bot how sche did hu-" riht .1. dar not teft 2284 

Bot it be any f mge m generaft 
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66 GHoup A § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 
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GEoup A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 
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-And yeti it were a game / to heeren al 

To hym fat meneth -wel / it were no charge 

But it IS good / a man been at his large 

IT Hir bnghte heer was kempd' yntressed al 

A coroune / of a grene ook / cenal 

Vp on hir heed was sef ful fair and meete 

Two fyres / on the auter / gan she beete 

And dide hir thynges / as men may biholde 

In Stace of Thebes / and thise bookes olde 

Whan kyndled was the fyr / with pitous eheere 

Vn to Dyane / she spaki as ye may heere 2296 

.f\ chaste goddesse / of the wodes grene ?fE^e?Te*i'''to 

^ To whom bothe heuene and erthe and see is sene 

Queene of the regne of Pluto dork / and lowe ^m^ goddesse 

^ *=> ' ofMaydens. 

Goddesse of maydens / that myn herte hast knowe 2300 

ffiil many a yeer / and woost what I desire 

As keepe me / fro thy vengeance and thyn Ire 

That Attheon / aboughte cruelly 

Chaste igoddesse / wel wostow fat I 2304 

Desire / to ben a mayden al my lyf" 

Isfe neiiere wol I be no loue ne wyfi 

I am thow woosf yet of thy compaignye 

A niayde / and loue huntynge and venerye 2308 

And for to walken / m the wodes wilde 

And noght to ben a wyf / and be with childe 

IToght wol I knowe / the oompaignye of man 

ISTow helpe me lady / sith ye may and kaa 2312 

ffor tho thre formes / fat thou hast m thee 

And Palamon / that hath swich loue to me 

And eek Arcite / that loueth me so soore 

This grace I preye thee with oute moore 2316 

And sende loue and pees / bitwise hem two 

And fro me / turne awey hir hertes so 

That al hire hoote loue / and hir desic 

And al hir bisy torment" and hir fir 2320 

Be queynf or turned / ui another place 
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And yet" it were a game / to heren al 

To hym fat meneth wol / it nere no charge 

But it is good / a man he at his large 

^ Hir bnghte heer was kembed / vntressed al 

A corone / of a grene ooki cenal 

Vp on hir heed was sef ful fair and meete 

Two fyres / on the Auter gan she beete 

And dide hir thynges / as men may biholde 

In Stace of Thebes / and othere bokes olde 

Whan kyndled was the fyr / with pitous eheere 

Vn to Diane / she spak / as ye may heere 2296 

^ chaste goddesse / of the wodes grene [leaf si] 

.1. mare 

To whom / bothe heuene / and erthe / and See is scene 

Queene of the regne of Pluto / derk and lowe 

Goddesse of maydenes / fat myn herte hast knowe 2300 

fful many a yeer / and woost what I desire 

As keepe me / fro thy vengeance and thyn Ire 

That Attheon) / aboghte crewelly 

Chaste goddesse / wel wostow fat I 2304 

Desire / to been a mayden / al my lyf* 

!N'e neuere wol I be / no loue / ne wyf" 

I am thow woosf yet of thy compaignye 

A mayde / and loue huntyng* and venerye 2308 

And for to walken / m the wodes wilde 

And noght to been a wyf / and be with childe 

ISToght wol I knowe / compaignye of man 

Now help me lady / sith ye may and kan 2312 

ffor tho thre formes / fat thow hast m thee 

And Palamon / fat hath swich loue to me 

And eek Arcite / fat loueth me so soore 

This grace I praye thee / with oute moore 2316 

As seend[e] loue and pees / bitwix hem two 

And fro me / turn) awey / hir hertes so 

That al hir bote loue / and hir desir 

And al hir bisy torment and hir fyr 2320 

Be queynf and turned ia another place 
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66 GBOup A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 

And jit it were a game to here it al 

To hym that menyth wel / it were no charge 

But it is good a man be at hese large 2288 

Here bryghte her was kempt vntrussed al 

A coroure of a grene ok cenal 

Vp-on her hede was / set / ful fayre & mete 

Too fyrys on the auter / gan sche bete 2292 

And dede here thyngis as men may beholde 

In stace of Thebes & these bokys olde 

Whan kyndelit was this fuyr with -pitotis chere 

Vn-to dyane sche spak / as je may here 

chaste goddesse of the wodys grene 
To whoOT bof e heuene & erthe & se is sene 
Quen of the regne / of pluto dirk and lowe 
Goddesse of maydenys / fat myn herte hast knowe 
fful manye a jer and wost what I desire 
So kep me from f yn veniance & f yn yre 
That attheon Aboughte crewelly 
Chaste godesse wel wost f ou that I 
Desire to ben a maydyn al myn lyf 
l^e neuere wele I be no loue ne wyf 

1 am f ou wost jit / of thyn compaygnye 
A mayde & loue huntyng & venery 
And for to walkyn m the wodys wUde 
And not to ben a wyf & ben witJi chylde 
Kot wele I knowe compaynye of man 
Now help lady sithe je laay [&i] can p erasure] 
ffor to thre formeste that f ou hast in f e 
And palamouw that hath swich loue to me 
And ek arcite that louyth me so sore 
This grace I preie the wtt/i-oute more 
And send loue & pes be-twixe hem to 
And frojre me turne a-wey here hertis so 
That aUe here hote loue & al here desyr 
And al here besy turment and here fyr 
Be queynt & turne in a nof er place 
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56 SRoup A. § 3. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 

And jif if were a game to here if al 

To him thaf menef wel it nere no charge 

But* it IS good a man "be af his large 2288 

hire hrighte heer was kempf vntressed al 

A Corone of" a grene oke Serial 

vpon hire heed sef ful faire and mete 

Tiio fyres on Jie auter gan sehe heete 2292 

And dede hu'e f mges as men may biholde 

In Stace of" Thebes and jjise bookes olde 

Whan kyndled was fe fyr wif pitoiis cheere 

•vnto Diane sche spak* as je may heere 2296 

chaste goddesse of fe woodes greene 

To whom bojie heuen and erfe and see is seene 

Queen of' pe regne of Pluto dirt and lowe 

Goddesse of" maydenes Jiaf myn herte hasf knowe 2300 

fful many a yeer and wosf what* I desire 

As keepe me fro J)i Tengance and fm Ire [leaf ss] 

That* attheon aboiighte cruelly 

Chaste goddesse wel wosf fou Jjaf I 2304 

Desyre to ben a mayde att my lif 

Ke neuer wol I be no lone ne wijf 

1 am foil wosf ^if of" fy compaignie 

A maiden and lone huntyng* and Tenerie 2308 

And for to walken m the woodes wilde 
And noughf to ben a mjf and be wifi childe 
Ifoughf wol I knowe compaignie of* man 
ISTow helpe me lady siffe -^e may and can 2312 

fibr fe jjre formes faf fou hasf m the 
And Palamon ]jaf haf swich lone to me 
And eek* arcite faf lonej) me so sore 

This grace I preye 30W wifoute more 2316 

And sende loue and pees bitwixe hem tuo 
And fro me torne awey here hertes so 
Thaf att here hoote loue and here desire 
And aft here besy tormenf and here fire 2320 

Be queynf or torned m anofer place 
COEPUS 66 



66 QUO TIP A. § 2. Ki^iGHi's TALE. Petworth MS. 

And ^if if were a game to here it aft 

To him J)af menej) wel if were no charge 

Buf if IS good a man be af his large 2288 

Hir bri3f heres were kempte vntressed aft 

A. corone of a grene oke seriaft 

Vpon her hede was sette ful faire and mete 

Two fires on fe awter gan she bete 2292 

And did her jjingges as men may biholde 

In stace of Thebes and fise bokes olde 

Whan kmdeled was fe fire wij) pitous chore [leaf 32, back] 

Vnto Diane she spake as 30 may here 2296 

% chaaste goddes of fe wodes grene 

To whoom boj) heuene and erfe and see is sene 

Quene of [the] regne of Polute derk and lowe 

Goddes of maydenes faf myn herf hasf knowe 2300 

flful monj'- a jere and woosf whaf I desu-e 

As kepe me from Ju vengeance and fuie Ire 

Thaf attheon abou3te cruelly 

Chaasf goddes wel woosf fou thaf I 2304 

Desire to be a maiden al my liflf 

ITe neuere wil I be [no] loue ne wiif 

I am foil woosf 3if of fi companj^e 

A maide and loue huntyng< and venerye 2308 

And for to walke m fe wodes wilde 

And nof to be a wifif and be wif childe 

Naf wil I knowe company of man 

Now helpe me lady si]; 36 may and can 2312 

ffor jjoo fre formes faf Jjou hasf m Jie 

And Palamon faf haf such loue to me 

And eke Arcite faf louef me so sore 

This grace I prei fe wijj out more 2316 

And sende loue and pees ytwyx hem twoo 

And fro me turne away her hertes so 

Thaf al her hote loue and her desire 

And al her bysy tormenf and her fire 2320 

Be queynf or turned m an ojjere place 
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66 GEoup A. § 2. knight's talh. Lansdowne MS. 

And 3it it were a game to here it aft 

TU him fat menef e wele it ner no charge 

Bot it IS goode a man be att his large 2288 

Her brihte here vn-kembed vntrussed al 

A coron of a grene oke serial 

Vpon hire hed sett ful feire and mete 

Two fires on fe auter gan sche bete 2292 . 

And dide hir fmges as men mai be-holde 

In Stace of Thebes as fes bokes olde 

Whan kmdeled was f e fire wif pitous chere 

Vn to Diane sche spak as 3e maye here 2296 . 

f chaste goddes of pe wodes gTene 

To whom bofe heuen arid erfe and see is sene 

Queene of fe regne of Pluto derke and lawe 

Goddes of maydenes fat myn hert haste knowe 2300 

ff'ul mony a 3ere aiid woste what .1. desire 

As kepe me fro f i veniance and fine ire 

j)eA Attheon abouht cruely 

Chaste goddes wel woste f ou fat .1. 2304 

Desire to be a maiden al my lif 

Ke neue?- wil .1. be no loue ne wi 

.1. am f ou woste 3it of f 1 compaignie 

A mayden and loue huntynge aiid venerye 2308 

And for to walken m f e wodes wilde 

And nouht to bene a wif and be wif childe 

Note wil .1. knowe company of man 

Now he[re] me ladi seffe 3e male and can 2312 

ffor free formes fat f u haste m f e 

And palamon fat haf suche a loue to me 

And eke Arcite fat louef me so sore 

Jpis grace .1. pray 3owe wif-owten more 2316 

And sende loue and pees be-twene hem two 

And fro me torne awaie her hertes soo 

That al her hote loue and desire [ieaf29,bacit] 

And al her bysy torment and hire fire 2320 

Be qveynte or tornede m a nof ef er place 
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■GKOup A. § 3. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 67 

And if so be / thou wolt do me no grace 
And if my destynee / be shapen so 
That I shal nedes haue con of hem two 
As sende me hym / fat moost desireth me 
Bihoold goddesse / of clene chastitee 
The bittre teens / that on my chekes falle 
Syn thou art mayde / and kepere of vs alle 
My maydenhede thou kepe and wel conserue 
And whil I lyue / a mayde I wol thee serue 
% The fires brenne / vp on the Auter cleere 
Whil Emelye / was thus m hir preyere 
But sodeynly / she saugh a sigBte queynte 
ffor right anon / oon of the fyres queynte 
And quyked agayn / and after that anon 
That oother fyr was queynf and al agon 
And as it queynte / it made a whistlynge 
As do on thise wete brondes m hir brennynge 
And at the brondes ende / out ran anon 
As it were / blody dropes many oon 
ffor which /' so soore agast was Emelye 
That she was wel ny mad and gan to crye 
ifor she ne wiste / what it signyfled 
But oonly for the feere / thus hath she cried 
And weepe / that it was pitee for to heere 
And ther with al / Dyane gan appeere 
With bowe m honde / right as an hunteresse 
And seyde doghter / stynt thyn heuynesse 
A mong the goddes hye / it is affermed 
-^ And by eteme word / writen and conformed 
Thou shalt ben wedded vn to oon of tho 
That han for thee / so muchel care and wo 
But vn to which of hem / I may nat telle 
ffaiwel / for I ne may no lenger dwelle 
The fires / whiche that on myn Auter brenne 
ShuUe thee declare / er that thou go henne 
Thyn auenture of loue / as in this cas 
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GEoup A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 67 

And if so be / thow wolt noght do me grace 

Or if my destynee / be shape so 

That I shal nedes / haue oon of hem two 2324 

As seend me hym / fat moost desireth me 

Bihoold goddesse / of clene chastitee 

The bittre teerys / fat on my chekes falle 

Syn thow art mayde / and kepere of vs aUe 2328 

My maydenhode thow kepe / and wel conserue 

And whil I lyue / a mayde I wol thee serue 

^ The fyres brenne / vp on the Auter cleere 

"Whil Emelie / is thus m hir prayere 2332 

But sodeynly / she seigh a sighte queynte 

ffor right anon / oon of the fyres queynte 

And quyked agayn / and after that anon 

That oother fyr was queynf and al agon 2336 

And as it queynte / it made a whistlynge [leaf si, back] 

As doon thise weete brondes / m hir brennynge 

And at the brondes ende / out ran anoon 

As it were / blody dropes many oon 2340 

ffor which / so soore agast was Emelye 

That she was wel neigh mad / and gan to crye 

ffor she ne wiste / what it signyfied 

But oonly for the feere / thus hath she cryed 2344 

And weepe / fat it was pitee for to heere 

^ And ther with al / Diane gan appeere 

With bowe in honde / right as an hunteresse 

And seyde doghter / stynt thyn heuynesse 2348 

Among* the goddes hye / it is affermed 

And by eteme word / writen and conformed 

Thou shalt be wedded / vn to oon of tho 

That han for thee / so muche care and wo 2352 

But vn to which of hem / I may noght telle 

ffare wel / for I ne may no lenger dweUe 

The fires / which fat on myn Auter brenne 

Shul thee declaren / er fat thow go henne 2356 

Thyn auentuie of loue / as m this cas 
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GKOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 67 

And jif so be f ou wilt not do me grace __Te seidc. 

Or 3if myn destene be schapen so • vn. se. 

That I schal nedys han on of hem to 2324 • 

As send me hym that most desyryth me 

Be-hold goddesse of clene chastite 

The bittere terys that on mjne che-kys faUe [ vn. rs. 

Syn f ou art maydyn & kepere of vs aUe 

My maydynhed f ou kepe & wel conserue 

And whU I leue / a mayde I wele f "^ serue 

The fyrys brenne vp on the auter clere 

Whyl Emalye was f us m here preyere 

But sodeynly sche sey a seyghte queynte 

ffor ryght a-non [on] of the ferys queynte . vu. m. 

And quekede a-geyn & aftyr that anon 

That othyr fer was queynt & al a-gon 2336 . 

And as it queynte it made a whistelyng 

As don the wete brondis in here brennyng , vn. 92. 

Ant at the brondis ende out ran a-non . 

As it were blodi dropis many on 2340 . 

ffor which so sore agast was emalye 

That sche was wol nygh mad & gan to crye 

ffor sche nyste what it sygnefyed 1 vn. 92. 

But only for the fer ])us hath sche cryed 

And wep fat it was pete for to here 

And f erwithal diane gan apere 

With bowe m bond rygh as an hunteresse 

And seyde doughtir stynt f yw heuynesse 

Among the goddys hye it is afermyd 

And by eterne world wretyn and confermyd 

Thow schalt ben weddit vn-to on of two 

That han for the so meche care & wo 2352 

But vn-to whiche of hem I can not telle • vn 89. 

ffarwel for I ne may no lengere dwelle 

The furys whiche fat on myra auter brenne 

Schul the declaryn or that fou go henne 2356 

Thyn auenture / of loue as iu this cas 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 67 

And if" so be fou wolf noi? do me grace 
Or if my destyne he schape so 

That I sclial needes haue con of" hem tuo 2324 

As seiide me him that* most? desireth me 
Biholde goddesse of" elene chastite 
The hittre teeres ];af on my cheekes falle 
Syn Jiou arf maiden and kepere of vs alle 2328 

My maj^denhode fou kepe and wel oonserue 
And whil I lyue a maide I wol 90U serae 
IT The fires hrennen vpo fe auter cleer 
"Whil Emelye was Jjus m hire preyer 2332 

Buf sodemly sche saugh a sighte queynte 
fibr right* anon on of fe fyres queynte 
And quiked agayn and after fat anon 
Thaf ofer fyr was qtiemt and al a-gon 2336 

And as if quemte if made a whistlinge 
As don fese wete hrondes in here brennynge / [ieaf33,backi 
And af Jie brondes ende ouf ran anon 
As it were bloody dropes many on 2340 

ifor which so sore a-gast was Emelye 
Thaf sche was ful ny mad and gan to crie 
ffor sche ne wiste whaf it signefied 

Buf oonly for Ipe feer Jius haf sche cried 2344 

And weepe faf it was pite for to heere 
And fer with al Diane gan appeere 
"With bowe in hand righf as an hunteresse 
And seyde doiighter stynf Jiin heiiynesse 2348 

Among* Jie goddes lieigh it is afiermed 
And by eterne word writen and confermed 
Thou schalf be wedded ■vnto oon of* fo 
faf han for fe So mochel care and wo 2352 

And vnto which of* hem I may nof telle 
ffar-wel for I ne may no lenger dwelle 
The fyres which Jjaf on mjni auter brenne 
Schul Jie declare ar faf je gon henna / 2356 

Thin auenture of* loue as in J)is caas 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 67 



And if so be fou wilf do me no grace 
Or if it be my destany be shaped soo 
That I shal nedes haue oon of hem two 
As sende me him faf mosf desirej) me 
Biholde goddesse of clene chaastite 
The bitter teeres faf on my chekes falle 
Si]3 {lou arf maide and keper of vs alle 
My maydenhode fou kepe and wel conserue 
And while I hf a maiden I wil fe serue 
JjB fires brenne vpon fe Auter" clere 
"Wliile Emely was Jjus m his preiere 
Buf sodejoily she seghe a Jjmge queynf 
fibr nghf anoon oon of fe fires queynf 
And quicked ageyn and after faf an5n 
Thaf ofer fire was queynf aiul al ag5n 
And as if quemf it made a qwistelinge 
As done ])ise wete brondes in her brennynge 
^ And af Tpe brondes eende ouf ranne an5n 
As if were blody dropes mony 611 
flfor which so sore a-gaste was Emeh'e 
Jat she was wel nyghe madde and gan to erye 
ffor she ne wiste whaf if signified 
Buf only for fe fire Jjus she criede 
And wepte fat if was pite for to here 
And Jier wijj al Diane gan to apere 
WiJ) bowe on bond? right* as an hunteresse 
And seide dou3tere stinf of fine heuynesse 
And monge the goddes high it is afi'ermed 
And by eterne worde writf and confermed 
fow shalf be wedded vnto oon of foo 
faf han for fe so moohe care ami woo 
But vnto which of hem I may nof telle 
ifare wele I may no lenger dwelle 
Jje fire whiche faf on myn awter" brenne 
Shal J)e declaren er fat fou go henne 
Thme aventure of loue as m fis caas 
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And if so be fou wilt nouht do me grace 

Or if my destany be schapede so 

That .1. schal nedes haue one of Jem tuo 2324 

As sende me him fat most desiref me 

Be-holde goddes of clene chastite 

The bitter teres fat on my cheke falie 

Sen f ou art Maiden a7id keper of vs alle 2328 

My maidenhede f ou kepe and wele conserue 

And wile .1. leue a maide .1. wil jowe seme 

The fires berne vpon f e auter clere 

While emely was f us m hir preiere 2332 • 

Bot sodanly sche sawe a siht queynte 

ffor rihte a-none on of f e fires queynte 

An quyked ajeme and after fat anone 

That ofer fire was queynte and al agone 2336 

And as it queynte it maad a whistelynge 

As done f es wete brondes m her brenynge 

And att f e brondes ende oute ran anone 

As it were blodi dropes many one 2340 

ffor whiehe so sore agaste was Emelye 

That sche was nyhe mad and gan to one 

ffor sche ne wist what it signified 

Bot onely for f e fere f us haf sche cried 2344 

And wepe fat Pite was to here 

And fere wif att Diane gan a-pere 

Wif bowe in honde riht as an hunteresse 

And seide doubter stinte fine hemnesse 2348 

Amonge f e goddes on hihe it is afiermede 

And be eterne worde wreten and confemiede 

Thou schalt be wedded vn to one of f 00 

That haue for fe so muche care and woo 2352 

Bot vnto whiche of hem .1. maie nouht telle 

ffare wele for .1. ne maie no longer dweUe 

The fires whiche fat on myn auter berne 

Scheie je declaren air fat je gon henne 2356 

% Thyne auentur of loue as m f is caas 
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68 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. EUesmere MS. 



And Tffiili that word / tlie Arwes m the Caas 

Of the goddesse / clateren faste and rynge 

And forth she wente / and made a vanysshynge 

ffor which / this Emelye / astoned was 

And seyde / what amounteth this Alias 

I putte me / m thy proteccion 

Dyane / and m thy disposicion 

And hoom she goth anon the nexte weye 

This is theffecf ther is namoore to seye 

rphe nexte hoiire of Mars folwynge this 

-*- Arcite / vn to the temple walked is 

Of fierse Mars / to doon his sacrifise 

With alle the rytes / of his payen wyse 

With pitous herte / and heigh deiiooiofl 

Eight thus to Mars / he seyde his orison 

Ostronge god / that m the regnes colde 
Of Trace / honoured arf and lord yholde 
% And hast m enery regne / and euery lond' 
Of armes /,al the brydel m thyn hond' 
And hem fortunest" as thee lyst deuyse 
Accepte of me / my pitons sacrifise 
If so he that my youthe may deserae 
And fat my myghf he worthy for to seme 
Thy godhede / fat I may heen oon of thyne 
Thanne preye I thee / to rewe vp on my pyne 
ffor thilke peyne / and thilke hoote fir 
In which / thou whilom hrendest for desir 
Whan fat thow vsedest the heautee 
Of faire yonge / fresshe Yenus free 
And haddest lure / m armes at thy wille 
Al though thee ones / on a tyme mysfille 
Whan Vulcanus / hadde caught thee m his las 
And foond thee liggynge / by his wyf alias 
ffor thilke sorwe / that was m thyn herte 
Haue routhe as wel / vp on my peynes smerte 
I am yong* and vnkonnynge as thow woosf 
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68 GEoup A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 

And with that word / the Arwes in the Caas 

Of the goddesse / clateren faste and rynge 

And forth she wente / and made a vanysshynge 2360 

ffor which / this Emelye astoned was 

And seyde / what amounteth this alias 

I putte me / m thy proteccion) 

Diane / and m thy disposicion) 2364 

And hoom she gooth anoon / the nexte weye 

This IS theffecf ther nys namoore to seye 

f The nexte houre of Mars / folwynge this 

Arcite / vn to the temple walked is 2368 

Of fierse Mars / to doon his sacrifise 

With alle the rytes / of his payen wise 

With pitous herte / and heigh deuoeioii) 

Eight thus to Mars / he seyde his orison) 2372 

•IT stronge god / fat m the regnes colde 

Of Trace / honoured arf and lord yholde 
And hast m euery regne / and euery lond 
Of armes / al the brydel m thyn hond 2376 

And hem fortunesf as thee list deuyse (leaf 321 

Accepte of me / my pitous sacrifise 
If so be / fat my youthe may disserue 
And fat my myghf be worthy for to serue 2380 

Thy godhede / fat I may be oon of thyne 
Thanne praye I thee / to rewe vp on my pyne 
ffor thilke peyne / and thilke hote fyr 
In which / thow whilom brendest for desir 2384 

Whan fat thow vsedest the beautee 
Of faire yonge / fresshe Yenus free 
And haddest hire m armes at thy wille 
Al though thee ones / on a tyme mysfille 2388 

Whan Yulcanus / hadde caught thee in his laas 
And foond thee lyggyng* by his wyf alias 
ffor thilke sorwe / fat was in thyn herte 
Haue routhe as wel / vp on my peynes smerte 2392 

I am yong / and vnkonnynge as thow woost/ 
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&?> GEOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 

And with f ot word / f e arwis in the cas 

Of the goddesse clateryn faste & rjmge 

And forthe sche wento & made auanysschynge 2360 

ffor wich / this emaly / a-stonyd was 

And seyde what amoumtyth this alias 

I putte me m thyn proteccioun 

Dyane & m thyn dispocycyoun 

And hom sche goth anon the nexte weye . yii. 93, 

This is theifect fere is no more to seye 

The nexte hour of Mars folwynge this Arcite Mars 

Arcite vn-to the teJ72ple walked is 2368 

Of ferse Mars / to don his saortfyse [leaf jet, ta*j 

WitA al his rygh / of hese poyn devise 

W«t/i pitous herte & hey deiiocyoun . yu. 23. 

Eygh f ?«s to Mars he seyde hese orysoun 2372 . 

stronge god / that m the regnys colde . yu. 24. 

Of trace hono«?*ed art & lord I-holde 

And hast m euery regne and euery lond 

Of armys al the bridil m f yn hond 

And hem fortunyst as the lyste deuyse 

Accepte of me myn pitous saciifyse 

5if it so be that myn youthe may disserue 

And that myn myght be worthi for to serve 

Thyn godhed that I may ben on of thyne 

Thawne preye I the / to rewe vp-on myn pyne 

ffor thylke pyne & thylke hote fuyr 

In whiche whiUiom f ou brentist for desyr 

Whan that f ou vsedest the beute 

Of fayre 30uthe frossche venns fre 

And haddist here m armys at f yn wille 

Al-though the onys on a tyme mysfylle 

Whan vleanus hadde caught f ' m hese las , yjj- ,5 

And fond the lyggynge by his wife alias 

ffor thilkee sorwe / that was m thy« herte 

Haue routhe as wel vp-on myne peynys smerte 2392 

I am 3ong / and oncuwnynge as f ou wyst . yu. 20. 
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68 GROUP A. § 2. knight's talk. Corpus MS. 

And wif Jjat* -word fe arwes iii fe caas 

Of" J)e goddesse clateren faste and rynge 

And for]) sclie wente and made a vanysscliynge 2360 

ffor which Tj)is Emelye astoued was 

And soide what* amontej) fis alias 

I pntte me m J)i p)-oteocion 

Diane and m fi disposioioii 236-4 

And home sche goj) anon Jie nexte weye 

This IS Jiefi'ecte fer nys namore to seye 

The nexte hour of mars folwynge fis 

Arcite vnto jie temple walked is 2368 

Of fiers mars to don his sacrifise 

WiJ) aft pe rites of his payen wise 

Wi]) pitous herf and heigli deuociofl 

Eighfr |>us to mars he seide his orison 2372 

stronge god Jjaf m fe regnes colde / 

Of trace honoured arf and lord y-holde peaf sfl 

And hasf m euery regiie and euery londe 

Of amies al fe bridel m Jjin honde, 2376 

And hem fortunesf as fe lest* deuyse 

Accepte of me my pitous sacrifise / 

If so be Jjaf my youthe may deserue 

And Jiaf I mighte he worthy for to serue 2380 

Thy godhede faf T may hen oon of June 

Than pray I fe to rewe vpon my pyne 

ifor filke pyne and filke hoote fyre 

In which ])ou whilom hrendesf for desire 2384 

Whan faf fou vsedesf Jji beaute 

Of fau'e 3onge freissche Venus free / 

And haddest* hire m armes af ])i wille 

Al ])ough fe oones on a tyme mysfille / 2388 

Whan Walcaniis hadde caughf fe m his laas 

And fond Tpe liggmg" by his wijf alias 

ifor filke sorwe fat* was m Jun herte 

Haue roufe as wel vpon my peynes smerte 2392 

1 am yong* and vnoonnyng' as Jjou wosf 
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C8 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 

And witJi f af worde fe Arowes in fe caas 

Of Ipe goddes clateren fast and ringe 

And forf she wenf and made a vanysshmge 23C0 

ifor whiche fis Emely a-stonyed was 

And seide whaf mounteth Jjis alas 

I put" me m ])i protectiSn 

Diane and m fi disposicion 23G4 

And home she goji Je neste way 

This IS fe effecte Jjer is no more to say 

}pe nexte houre of Mars folowmg* Jjis [leafss.badi] 

Arcite vnto Jie temple y walked is 2368 

Of feers mars to done his sacrifise 

Wi]) al ])e myghtes of his peynymes "vnse 

Wijj jsitous herf and hoghe deuocion 

Ei3f Jjus to Mars he seide his Orison 2372 

IT stronge god jjaf m the regnes colde 

Of taars honoured art and lord yholde 

And hast* in euery regiie and eue;y londe 

Of armes al fe bndel in J)iiie honde 2376 

And hem fortunesf as pe lisf devise 

Accepte of me my pitous sacrifise 

If so be my jjou^te may deserue 

And Jiaf my myghf be worfi forto serue 2380 

Till godhede faf I may be oon of fine 

Jpaii preie I fie to rwe vpon my pyne 

ffor filk pejai and faf hoote fire 

In which JJOu hrentesf whilom for desyre 2384 

Whan })ou vsedisf the beaute 

Of faire yonge fresshe veniis free 

And haddesf hure in armes af J)i wille 

Aft foughe fe onys on a tyme mysfelle 2388 

Whan vlcanus had kau^f fe m his laas 

And foonde Jje liggmg* be his wif alaas 

ifor thilk[e] sorowe faf was m fine herte 

Haue rauthe as wel vpon my peynes smerte 2392 

I am 9onge and vnkonyng* as fou wooste 
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68 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Lamdowne MS-. 

And wij) fat worde f e Arwes in f e caas 

Of f e goddes clateme fast and nnge 

And forf e sche wente and made a vanyssinge 2360 • 

ffor whiche f i[ng] emely astoned was Beat so] 

And seide what a-mountef f is alas 

.1. pute mo m fi protectione 

Diane and m fine dispociczon 2364 

And home sche gof e a-none f e next weye • vit m. 

Ipis IS f effecte fere is nomore to seie 

f The next houre of Mars folwynge f is 

Arcite vnto fe temple walke is 2368 

Of fires Mars to don his sacrifice 

Wif aft f e rihtes of his payen wise 

Wife pitous hert and hihe deuocione 

Eiht fus to mars he sent his orison 2372 

^ stronge good fat m f e regno colde 

Of Trace honoured erte and lorde .I.-holde 

And hast m euery regne a?id m euery londe 

Of armes al f e bndel in f m honde 2376 

And hem fortunest as f e liste deuyse 

Accepte of me my pitous sacrifise 

If so be fat my jouf e mai deserue • yiL 25. 

And fat .1. myht be worfi for to serue 2380 . 

Thi godhede fat .1. maie bene one of f me 
J5at praie .1. to f e to rewe vpon my pme 
ifor f ilke pme and f ilke hote fire 

In whiche f ou whilome berneste for desire 2384 

Whan fat f ou vsedest f 1 beaute 
Of faire ^onge fressehe venus fre 
And haddest hir m armes att f 1 witt 
Al-f ouhe 30 ones on a time mysfeft 2388 

Whane vulcanus hadde cauht f e in his laas 
And fonde f e liggynge be his wif alaas 
ffor f ilke sorwe fat was m f m herte 

Haue reufe as wele vpon my pemes smerte 2392 

.1. am 3onge and vnkunynge as f ou woste 
lansdowne 68 



• VIL 25. 



VH; 25. 



' VII. 28. 



GROUP A. § 2. kniqht's tale. Ellesmere MS. 69 



And as I trowe / with loue oifended moosf 

That euere was / any lyues creature 

fFor she / Jiat dooth me / al this -wo endure 

Ke reccheth neuere / wher I synke or fleete 

And wel I -vroof er she me mercy heete 

I moot vfitJi strengthe / wynne hire in the place 

And wel I woof -witJiouten helpe or grace 

Of thee / ne may my strengthe noght auaille 

Thanne helps me lord / tomorwe in my bataille 

For thUke fyr / that whilom brente thee 

As wel / as thilke £30- / now brennetli me 

And do / that I tomorwe haue victorie 

Myn be the trauaille / and thyn be the glorie 

Thy soiiereyn temple / wol I moost honouren 

Of any place / and alwey moost labouren 

In thy plesaiice / and m thy craftes stronge 

And m thy temple / I wol my baner honge 

And alle the Armes of my compaignye 

And euere mo / vn to that day I dye 

Eterne fir / I wol bifom thee fynde 

And eek" to this auow / I wol me bynde 

My beerd / myn heer / that hongeth long adoun 

That neuere yet / ne felte offensioun 

Of rasour / nor of shere / I wol thee yeue 

And ben thy trewe seruanf whil I lyne 

ISTow lord haue routhe vp on my sorwes soore 

Yif me the yictone / I aske thee namoore 

rphe preyere stynf of Arcita the stronge 

-"- The rynges / on the temple dore that honge 

And eek" the dores / clatereden ful faste 

Of which Arcita / som what hym agaste 

The fyres brenden / vp on the Auter brigfete 

That it gan / al the temple for to lighte 

And sweete smel / the ground anon vp yaf 

And Arcita / anon Ms hand vp haf* 

And moore encens / m to the fyr he caste 
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GEOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 69 

And as I trowe / with loue offended moosf 

That euere was / any lyues creature 

ffor she fat dooth me / al this wo endure 2396 

Ka reccheth neuere / wher I synke or fleete 

And wel I woof er she me mercy heete 

I moot with strengthe / wynne hire in the place 

And wel I woot* with outen help and grace 2400 

Of thee / ne may my strengthe noght auaille 

Thanne help me lord / tomorwe in my bataiUe 

ffor thilke fyr / ]sat whilom brende thee 

As wel as thilke fyr / now brenneth me 2404 

And do fat I tomorwe / may haue victorie 

Myn be the trauaille / and thyn be the glone 

Thy souereyn temple / wol I moost honouren 

Of any place / and alwey moost labouren 2408 

In thy plesaunce / and m thy craftes stronge 

And m thy temple / I wol my baner honge 

And alle the armes / of my compaignye 

And euere mo / vn til fat day I dye 2412 

Eterne fyr / I wol bifore thee fynde 

And eek to this auow / I wol me bynde 

My berd / myn heer / fat hangeth long adown 

That neuere yef ne felte offensioun 2416 

Of Easour / nor of Shere / I wol thee yiue [leaf 33, back] 

And been thy trewe seruanf whil I lyne 

Now lord haue routhe / vp on my sorwes soore 

Yif me the victorie / I axe thee namoore 2420 

V The prayere stynf of Arcita the stronge 

The rynges / on the temple dore fat honge 

And eek" the dores / clatereden ful faste 

Of which Arcita / som what hym agaste 2424 

The fires brende / vp on the Auter bnghte 

That it gan al the temple for to lighte 

A swete smel / anoon the ground vp yaf 

And Arcita / anoon his hand vp haf* 2423 

And moore encens / in to the fyr he caste 

HENGWET 69 



GKOOT A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 69 



And as I trowe -with loue offendit most 

That euere was ony / lyuys cryature 

ffor sche that doth me al this wo endure 

ISTe rechith neuere whedyr I synke or fleete 

And wel I wot er sche me mercy hete 

I mot -with strentbe wywne here iw the place 

And wel I wot / wM-oute helpe or grace 

Of the ' ne may myn strenthe not a-vayle 

Than help me lord to morwe m myn batayle 

ffor thilke fuyr that whilhom brente the 

As wel as thilke fer / now brennyth me 

And do fat I to morwe haue victorie 

Myn be f trauayle & thyn the glorye* 

Thyn souereyn te77?pl wel I muste honoiD-e 

Of ony place & alwoy most laboure 

In thyn pleasaujice & m thi craftys stronge 

And in thi te?7iple I mowe myn baner honge 

And aUe the armys of myn cumpanj'e 

And euere mo vn-to f ot day I deye 

Eterne fuyr I wele be-fore the fjmde 

And ek to this a-wow I wele me bynde 

Myn berd myn her that hangith long adou?j 

That neuere ^it me felte offencyoum 

Of rasoj^r ne of schere I wele the ^eue 

And ben thyji trewe seruaimt whO. I leue 

K"ow lord haue routhe vp on mywne sorwis sore 

5if me the victorie I aske the no more 

The preyer stynte of arcita the stronge 

The ryngis on the temple dore that henge 

And ek the dons clateredyn ful faste 

Of which arcita sum-what hyiw gaste 

The fuyres brende vp on the autyr bryjt 

That it gan al the temple for to lyjt 

A swete smel a-non the ground vp 3af 

And arcita anon hese bond vp haf 

And more ensens in to the fuyr he i caste 
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GEotrp A. § g; knight's tale. Corpus MS. 69 

And as I trove with loue offended moost 

Thaf euer was ony lyues creature 

ffor sche faf dotli me alt fiis woo endure 2396 

Ne recclie]) neuer wlier I synke or fleete 

And wel I woof ar sclie me mercy heete 

I moof wij) strengfe wynne hire in fe place 

And wel I woof wijioute helpe or grace 2400 

Of' fe ne may my streng})e noughf auaile 

Than helpe me lord to morwe in my hataille 

ffor filke fyi faf whilom hrente fe 

As wel as filke fir now hrennejj me 2404 

And do Jjaf I to morwe haue Tictorie 

Myn be fe trauaile and fm be fi glorie / 

Thy souerem temple wil I mosf honouren 

Of' eny place and alwey mosf labouren 2408 

In J)i plesance and m fi craftes stronge 

And in fi temple I wil my baner honge, [leaf 84, back] 

And aft fe armes of' my companye 

And eueremo vnto til jjaf day I dye 2412 

Eterne fire I wol byfore fe fynde 

And eek" to fis avow I wil me bynde 

My herd myn here f af longef longe a doun) 

Thaf neuer 3ef ne felte offensiown 2416 

Ofi rasour nor ofi schere I wil jje yme 

And ben ])i trewe seruanf whU I liue 

ISTow lord haue roufe vpon my sorwes sore 

If" me Jje victorie I axe ])e namore 2420 

IT The preyer stynte of' Arcita fe stronge 

The rynges on the temple dore f af honge 

And eet Jie dores clateren ful faste, 

Of" which arcita somwhaf him agaste 2424 

pe fyres brenden vp Jie auter bnghf 

Thaf if gan al pe temple for to lighf 

And sweete smel the ground anon yp yaf' 

And arcita anon his hand yp haf' 2428 

And more encense ia to Je fir he caste 
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GEoup A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 69 

And as I trowe wijj lou.e offended moste 
faf euere was eny lyues creature 
ffor she jjaf do}) me al this woo endure 
ISTe rechej) neu.er6 wher I smke of flete 
And wel I wote ere she me mercy hete 
I mote wi]) strengths Wynne her m Jjis place 
And wel I wote wiJ outen helpe or grace 
Of pa ne may my strengths nof availe 
Than helpe me lord' to morowe m my bataile 
ffor ])ilk[e] fire faf w^hilom brente fe 
As wel as faf fire now brenneji me 
And do faf I to morowe haue victorie 
Mjrne be fe travaile and fine be fe glorie 
Jpi souereyn temple wO. I mosf honouren 
Of eny place and alway mosf labouren 
In Jji plesaunce and in J)i craftes stronge 
And in jji temple I wil my banei' honge 
And aft ]je armes in my companye 
And euermore vnto fe day I dye 
Eterne fire I wil byfore fe fynde 
And eke to fis awowe I wil me bjoide 
My lorde my here fat hongejj lowe a dow[n]e 
])af neuere jit ne felf offenciown 
Of rasoure ne of shere I wil fe jeue 
And bene fi trewe seruaMnte while I lyue 
N'ow lord' haue roufe vpon my sorowes sore 
Jif me pe viotorie I axe fe no more 
The preier stinf of Arcita fe stronge 
The Ejngges on fe tempel door jif honge 
And eke the door[e]s clateren ful fasf 
Of whiche Arcita somwhaf hym a-gasf 
The fires brennen vpon fe auter bri3f 
That if gan al the temple for to lighf 
And swete smelle anoon fe grounde vp jaf 
And Arcita anoii his honde vp haf 
And more ensense vnto Jie fire he oasf 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. lansdowne MS. 69 

And as .1. trowe wi]) loue offendude moste 

}3at euer was any liues creature 

ffor sche fat dofe me al fis woo endure 2396 

K"e reochef neuer whefer .1. sinke or flete 

And wele .1. wote ar sche me merci hete 

.1. moste wif strenkef winne hir* m f e place 

And wele .1. vFote wif-owten helpe or grace 2400 ' vn 26. 

Of fe ' ne maie my strenkef nouht aveile 

Than helpe me lorde to-morne m my bataile . 

ffor fUke fire fat whilom brente fe [leaf so, tack] 

As wele as filke fire nowe brennef me 2404 

An do fat .1. to-morne haue fe victorie 

Myne be fe trauayle and fine be fe glorie* c«seep.25,M.i7.j 

Till soiigreyne temple wele most .1 honouren 

Of any place and al-wey moste labouren . 2408 

In f 1 pesauntez and m f i craftes stronge 

And m f i temple .1. wift Mi baner honge 

And al f e armes of my compaignye 

And euer more vntil fat .1. dye 2412 

Eterne fire .1. wift be-for f e finde 

And eke to fis a-vowe .1. wil me binde 

Mine Mine here fat hongef longe a doune 

That neuer jite ne felte offensione 2416 • 

Of Easoure ne of schere .1. wil f e jeue 

And bene f i treu seruant while .1. leue . 

Ifow lorde haue reuf e vpon my sorous sore 

Jif me f e victorie .1. ax f e no more 2420 

^ The preier stinte of Arcita f e stronge 

The nnge on f e temple dore fat honge . 

And eke f e dores claterden ful fast 

Of whiche arcita sumwliat him a-gaste 2424 

The fires brenten vpon f e auteres brihte 

That it gan al f e temple for to lihte 

And swete smelle f e gronde anone vp jafe 

And Arcita a-none his hand vp hafe 2428 

And More encence in to f e fire he caste 
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70 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 



70 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 



With othere rytes mo / and atte last 

The Statue of Mars / bigan his hauberk rynge 

And -with that soun / he herde a mMrmurynge 

fful lowe and dym / and seyde thus / Victorie 

ffor which / he yaf to Mars / honour and glorie 

And thus with ioye / and hope wel to fare 

Arcite anon / vn to his In is fare 

As fayn as fowel / is of the brighte sonne 

^ And right anon / swich strif / ther is bigonne 

For thilke grauntyng* m the heuene aboue 

Bitwixe Yenus / the goddesse of love 

Ajad Mars / the stierne god Armypotente 

That luppiter / was bisy it to stents 

Til that the pale / Saturnus the oolde 

That knew so manye / of auentures olde 

ffoond / ill his olde experience and art' 

That he ful soone / hath plesed euery part" 

As sooth IS seyd / elde hath greet auantage 

In elde / is botlie wysdom acd vsage 

Men may the olde at renne / and noght at rede 

Saturne anon / to stynten strif and drede 

Al be if that it is / agayn his kjoide 

Of al this strif / he gan remedie fynde 

^ My deere doghter Venus / quod Saturne 

My coiirs / that hath so wyde for to turne 

Hath moore power / than woot any man 

Myn is the drenchyng» m the see so wan 

Myn IS the prison / in the derke cote 

Myn IS the stranglyng* and hangyng* by the throte 

The mwrmure and the cherles rebellyng* 

The groynynge / and the pryuee empoysonyng* 

I do vengeance / and pleyn correccion 

■Whil[es] I dweUe / in signe of the leon 

Myn is the ruyne / of the hye haUes 

The faUynge / of the toures / and of the walles 

Yp on the Mynour / or the Carpenter 
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With othere rytes mo / and at the laste 
^ The statue of Mars / bigan his hauberk rynge 
And with that sown / he herde a mzwmurynge 
fful lowe and dym / and seyde thus / Yiotorio 
ffor which / he yaf to Mars / honour and glorie 
^ And thus with loye / and hope / wel to fare 
Arcite anoon / vn to his In is fare 
As fayn as fowel / is of the brighte Sonne 
f And right anoon / swich stryf ther is bigonne 
ffor tliilke grauntyng* in the heuene aboue 
Bitwixe Yenus / the goddesse of lone 
And Mars / the sterne god armipotente 
That luppiter / was bisy it to stente 
Til fat the pale / Saturnus the colde 
That knew so manye / of auentures olde 
ffoond 111 his olde experience / an arf 
That he ful soone / hath plesed euery part" 
As sooth IS seyd / elde hath greet auantage 
In elde / is bothe Avisdom and vsage 
Men may the olde atrenne and nat atrede 
Saturne anoon / to stynten stryf and drede 
Al be it / fat it is agayn his kynde 
Of al this stryf he kan remedie fynde 
^ My deere doghter Yenus / quod Saturne 
My cours / that hath so wyde for to turne 
Hath moore power / than woot any man 
Myn IS the drenchyng* m the See so wan 
Myn IS the prison / m the derke cote 
Myn is the stranglyngi and hangyng by the throte 
The murmur / and the cherles rebellynge 
The groynyng' and the pryuee empoysonynge 
I do vengeance / and pleyn correccion) 
Whil I dweUe / m the signe of the leon) 
Myn is the rujme / of the heighe halles 
The fallyngi of the toures / and of the walles 
Yp on the Mynour / or the Carpenter 
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70 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 

With othere ry^tys mo and at the laste 

The statue of mars be-gan hese hauberk rynge 

And W'it/i that soun he herde a murmurynge 2432 

fful lowe & dym fat seyde \ius victorye 

ffor which he ^af / to Mars^ the glorye^ p-i<ui«-r;ctoryeerasctej 

And ]>us w/t/i Ioye & and hope wel to fare 

Arcita anon vn-to his m is fare 2436 

As fayn as foul is of the bryjte suwne 

And ry3t anon fere is swioh stryf be-gu»ne 'Kurmur , vii. or. 

ffor thilke grauwtynge m the heuene aboue 

Be-twixe venzss the goddesse of loue 2440 . 

And mars the sterne god Armypotent [leanes, back] . 

That lupiter was besi it to stynte 

Til that f e pale saturne the colde 

That knowith so manye of auentoans olde 2444 

ffond m hese old experience an art 

That he ful sone hath plesid euery part 

As soth is seyd elde hat gret auauwtage 

In elde is bothe wisdam & vsage 2448 

Men may the elde at-rerane & not at-rede 

Saturne a-iion to stynte stryf & drede 

Al be it fat it is ageyn hese kynde 

Of al this stryf he gan remedie fynde 2452 

Myn dere dou3tyr venws quod saturne 

Myn coarse fat hath so wyde for to turne 

Hath more power than wit ony man 

Myn IS the drenchyng in the se so wan 2456 

Myn IS the prisoure m the derke cote 

Myn IS the strangelyng & hangywge bi the throte 

The murmur & the cherle rebeUjmge 

The groynywge & the pnue enpoysouwyngo 2460 

I do veniauMce and pleyn corecciouw 

Whyl I dweUe m the sygne of the lyoun 

Myn IS the ruyne of the heye hallys 

The fallynge of the tourys & of the waliys 2464 

Yp-on the mynoar or the carpenter 

CAMBRIDGE 70 



70 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 

With ojjre rites moo and atte laste 

Th.e statuf of mars bigan liis hauberk" rynge 

And with fe soun he herd a mormonnge 2432 

fful lows and dym fat' seyde pis victone 

ffor which he jaf* to mars honour and glorie 

And jjus with loye and hope wel to fare 

Arcite anon vnto his Inne is fare 2436 

As fayn as foul is of" fe hrighte sonne 

And rightt anon such strif is hygonne 

ffor pUke grauntyng* in jje heuen aboue 

Bitwixe venus pe goddesse of-" loue 2440 

And Mars pe sterne god armipotent 

Thaf lubiter was besy it to stent/ 

Til paf pe pale Saturnus pe colde 

Thaf kuewe so many of" auentures olde 2444 

ffond m his olde experience an arte 

Thaf he ful sone hap plesed euery parte / [leaf 85] 

A sop is seyde elde hap gref auantage 

In eelde is hope wisdom and vsage / 2448 

Men may pe olde af renne and noughf a-trede 

Saturne anoon to stynte strif" and drede 

Al be it paf if is agayn his kinde 

Of" alt pis strip he gan remedye fynde 2452 

My deere doughter Venus qwod Saturne 

My cours paf hap so wide for to tume 

Hap more power pan wof any man 

Myn is pe drynclyng* m pe see so wan 2456 

Myn is pe prison in pe derke cote 

Myn is pe strangle and hangyng* by pe prote 

The murmure and pe cherles rebeUinge 

The gronyng^ and pe priue emprisonynge 2460 

I do vengeance and plem correccion 

WU. I dwelle in pe signe of pe leofi 

Myn is pe rmne of pe hihe halles 

The fallyng* of pe toures and of pe walles 2464 

vpon pe mynour and pe Carpenter 

COKPUS 70 



70 GBOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 

Wip oper njtes moo and atte lasf 

The statue of Mars bygan his hauberk rynge ' 

And wip paf soune he herde a mwrmurynge 2432 

fful lowe and dym paf seide pus Tictorie 

ffor which he jaue to mars honottr and glorie 

An pus wip loie and hope wel to fare 

Arcita is [y]brou3f of Moche care 2436 

As fayn as foule is of pe brijte sowne - 

And rijf anon such strif is bygowne 

ffor pilk[e] grauntyng* m pe heuene aboue [leaf si, back] 

By-twix venus pe goddes of loue 2440 

And Mars pe steerne god armypotenf 

J3at lubiter was bysy if to stenf 

Til af pe [last] Pale Saturnus pe colde 

jjaf knewe so mony of auentures olde 2444 

ffonde in his bolde experience and & ' arf [i so] 

Jjaf he ful sone hap plesed every parf 

And soop is seide elde hap grete auawntage 

And elde is bop[e] wisdome and vsage 2448 

Men may pe olde attenne but not atrede 

Saturne anon to stinten strif and drede 

Al be if paf if is ajemsf his kinde 

Of al his strif he can remedye fynde 2452 

My dere doughter Venus quod satwme 

My cours paf hap so wide forto twrne 

Hap more powere pan wote eny man 

Myne is pe drenchinge in pe see so wan 2456 

Myne is pe prison in pe derke cote 

Myn is pe stranglinge and pe hanging* by pe prote 

pe murmur' and pe chirles rebeUinge 

pe Gonynge and the privey enpoysenj^nge 2460 

I do vengeaunce and pleyn correction 

While I dweUe in pe signe of the lyon 

Myne is pe Euyne of [t]he heghe halles 

J)e fallinge of pe toures and of pe walles 2464 

Vpon pe mynour' or vpon pe carpentere 
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70 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

Wip opej-e rihtes moo and at pe laste 

The Statue of Marcj began his hauberk luige 

And wip pe soumde he herde a memorynge 2432 

fful lowe and dimme pat seide pus victorie 

ffor whiche he jafe to mars hono2«r and glorie 

And pus wip loy and hope wele to fare 

Arcite a-none vn to his Inne he is fare 2436 

As feme as fowle is of pe briht sowne 

And riht anone ffnssche strife is be-guftne 

ffor pilke grauntynge m pe heuen a-boue 

Be-twix venus pe goddes of loue 2440 . 

And marce pe steren god Armipotentent 

That lubiter was besie it to stent 

Til pat pe pale Saturnus pe colde 

pat knewe so mony of aventures olde 2444 

ffond m his olde expenens an arte ^leafsi] 

That ful sone hape pleside eue?y parte 

A sope IS seide Elde hap grete auantage 

In Elde is hope wisdome and vsage 2448 

Men Maie pe olde att-renne and nouhf atrede 

Saturne a-none to stint strif and drede 

Al be it pat it is a^eines his kinde 

Of Al pis st[r]if he gan remedi finde 2452 

Mi dere Doubter venus qwod Saturne 

Mi course pat hape so wide for to tume 

Hap more powere pan hap any manne 

Mine is pe drynchinge in pe see so wanne 2456 

Mine is pe prisone in pe derke cote 

Miae is pe strangle and hongeinge by pe prote 

The murmure and pe cheles rebeUinge 

The gronejmge and pe pnue enpnsoneinge 2460 

.1. do vengeance and pleme correctione 

Wil .1. dweUe in pe signe of pe leone 

Myne is pe ruyne of pe hihe haUes 

The faUynge of pe toures and of pe walles 2464 

Vpon pe minor and pe Carpenter 

lANSDOWNE 70 



VII. 40. 



vn. 41. 



GEOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. EUesmere MS. 71 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 71 



I slov/ Sampson / shakynge the piler 

And myne he / the maladyes colde 

The dorke tresons / and the castes olde 

My lookyngi is the fader of pestilence 

Fow -weepe namoore / I shal doon diligence 

That Palamon / that is thyn owene knygW 

Shal haue his lady / as thou hast him highf 

Though Mars shal helpe his knyg&f yet natheleos 

Bitwixe yow / thor moot he som tyme pees 

Al he ye noghf of o complecoion 

That causeth al day swich diusion 

I am thyn Aiel / redy at thy wille 

TVeepe now namoore / I \to1 thy lust fulfille 

«if JSTow wol I stynten / of tlie goddes ahove 

Of Mars / and of Venus goddesse of love 

And telle yow / as pleynly as I kan 

The grete effecf for which that I bygan 

^ Bxplicif tercia pars 
«ir Sequitwr pars quarta 

GReet Avas the feeste / in Atthenes that day 
And eek / the lusty seson of that May 
Made euery wight / to been in such plesawnce 
That al that Monday / lusten they and daunce 
And spenten if in Venus heigh seruyse 
But by the cause / that they sholde ryse 
Eerly / for to seen the grete fight 
Vn to hii reste / wenten they at nyghf 
And on the morwe7 whan fat day gan sprynge 
Of hors and harneys / noyse and claterynge 
Ther was m the hostelryes al ahoute 
And to the paleys / rood ther many a route 
Of lordes / vp on steedes and palfreys 
Ther maystow seen diuisynge of hameys 
So Tukouth and so nche / and wroght so weel 
Of goldsmythrye / of browdynge / and of steel 

ELLESMEUE 71 



2468 



[leaf SI] 

2472 



2476 



2480 



2484 



2488 



2492 



2496 



I slow Sampson / shakyng the pUer 

And myne be / the maladies colde 

The derke tresons / and the castes olde 

My lookyng^ is the fader of pestilence 

ISTow weep namoore / I shal doon diligence 

That Palamon / that is thyn owene knyghf 

Shal haue his lady / as thow hast hym highf 

Thogh Mars shal helpe his knyghf yet nathelees 

Bitwixe yow / ther moot be som tyme pees 

Al be ye noghf of o complexion) 

That causeth al day / swich diuision) 

1 am thyn Aiel / redy at thy wUle 

Weepe now namoore / I wol thy lust fulfille 

IT ITow wol I stynten / of the goddes aboue 

Of Mars / and of Venus / goddesse of loue 

And teUe yow / as pleynly as I kan 

The grete eflfeof . for which jiat I bigan 

[No gap in, the M8.] 

IT Greet was the feeste / in Atthenes that day 

And eek the lusty seson) / of that May 

Made euery wighf to been m swich plesaunce 

That al that monday / lusten they and daunce 

And spenden if in Venus heigh seruyse 

And by the cause / fat they sholde ryse 

Erly / for to seen the grete sighf 

Vn to hir reste / wente they at nyghf 

And on the morwe / whan the day gan sprynge 

Of hors and harneys / noyse and claterynge 

Ther was in hostelryes / al aboute 

And to the paleys / rood ther many a route 

Of lordes / vp on steedes and palfreys 

Ther maistow seen / deuysynge of hameys 

So vnkouth / and so lyche / and wroght so weel i 

Of Goldsmythrye / of Broudyng" and of steel 

HENGWRT n 



2468 



2472 



2476 



2480 



2484 



2488 



2492 



2496 

■ 33, back] 



GEoup A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 71 

I slow Samson schakynge f piUer 

And myne ben the maladijs colde 

The darke tresouwnys & the castis olde 2468 

Myn lokynge is fe fadir of pestelence 

ITow wep no more I schal don diligence 

That Palamou?2 that is fyn owene kny^t 

Schal han hese lady as fou hast hym hy3t 2472 

Though Mars schal helpe hese knyjt ^jit neuertheles 

Be-twixen 30W there may hen sunityme pes 

AUe be je not of on complexioun 

That causeth al day swich dyuysioun 2476 

I am thyn aiel redi at thyn wille [leafiee] 

"Wep now no more I wil fyn lust fulfylle 

JSTow wil I stynte of the goddis aboue 

Mars & venMS goddesse of loue 2480 

And teUyn 30W as goodly as I can 

The grete eifect for whiche fat I began 

[PART IV. No gap in tlie MS.] 

Gret was the feste in Athenys fat day 

And ek the lusti sesen of fat may 2484 

Made euery whitht to ben m swich plesaumce 

That al that moneday lustene they & dauHce 

And spendyn it in venus hey seruyse 

And by the cause that fey sehulde ryse 2488 

Eiiy for to sen the grete fy^t 

Vnto here reste wente fey fat nygh[t] 

And on the morwe whan fat day gan sprynge 

Of hors & harneys noyse & claterynge 2492 

There was in ostelleryis al aboute 

And to the paleys rod fere manye a route 

Of lordys vp-on stedis & palfreyis 

There mayst f ou sen / deuysyng of harneys 2496 

So vneouth & so ryehe & wrough so wel 

Of gold smetheris / of broudywge & of stel 

CAHBEIDGE 71 



Tesmde. 



[General imita- 
tion of VII. 96-89. 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 71 

I slough Sampson schakynge fe piler 

And myne ben fe maladies colde 

J)e derke tresons, and pe castes olds 2468 

my lokyngi is ])e fader of" pestilence 

'How -weep namore I schal don diligence 

Thaf Palamon faf is Jim owne knight" 

Schal haue his lady as pou him hihighf 2472 

Though mars schal helps his knighf jef najieles 

Betwixe jow per moof he som tyme pees 

Aft he je nought* hope of" oo complexion 

Thaf causep alday swich diuision 2476 

I am pin ayeU redy at* pi wUle 

Weepe now namore I wil pi lusf fulfiUe 

IT I^ow 'wol I stente of" pe goddes aboue 

Ofi mars and ofi venus goddesses of* loue 2480 

And telle yow as plemly as I can 

The grete effect* for which pat I bygan neaf35,back] 

[PAET IV. No gap in the MS.} 

Gref was pe feste in Athenes paf day 

And eek' paf lusty sesotm of* paf may 2484 

Made euery knighf to ben m such plesance 

Thaf al paf monday ionstne pei and daunce 

And spend in heigh venus seruise 

Buf by pe cause paf pai scholde rise 2488 

Erly for to seen pe grete fight 

vnto here reste wente pei at nighf 

And on the morwe whan pat day gan springe, 

Of* hors and harneys noyse and clateringe 2492 

Ther was m hostelleries al aboute 

And to pe paleys rood per many a route 

Of" lordes vpon steedes and palfreys 

Ther maystow seen diuisyng* of harneys 2496 

So Tncouth and so riche wroughf so wel 

Of* goldsmythrie of* broudyng* and of* steel 

COHPUS 71 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 71 

I slowgh Sampson shakmg* pe pilere 

And myn[e] he pe maladies colde 

The derk tresounes and pe castes olde 2468 

My lokinge is pe fader of Pestilence 

Wowe wepe no more I shal do my diligence 

That Palamon paf is pine owne kny^f 

Shal haue his lady as pou hasf [him] hi3f 2472 

Thouje Mars shal helpe his kny3f 3it napelees 

Bytwix 30U tweyne per mot be somtyme pees 

Al be 3e nof of con complexion [leaf ss] 

Thaf causep al day such dyuysion 2476 

I am pine eUe redy af pi wille 

"Wepe no more I wil pi lusf fulfille 

I^ow wil I stinten of pise goddes aboue 

Of Mars and of venus goddes of loue 2480 

And pleynly I wU telle 30U as I can 

]3e grete eifecte for which paf I biganne 

[ 

no gap in the MS.} 

Grete was pe feesf in Athenes paf day 

And eke paf lusty seson in [that] may 2484 

Made euery wighf to be iu suche plesauwce 

And al paf day lusten pei and daunce 

And spenden if in Venus high seruyse 

Buf by pe cause paf pei shulden rise 2488 

Erly forto seen pe grete fight 

Ynto her reste wenf pei atte nyghf 

And on pe morowe whan day gan to springe 

Of hors and hamays noyse and clateringe 2492 

Jjer was in hostelrye aboute 

And to pe palaies rode per mony a route 

Of lordes vpon stedes and palfreis 

per maisf pou see dyvising* of harneis 2496 

So vncoupe and so riche and wrou3t so weft 

Of Goldsmythrie of browding* and of steett 

PETWORTH 71 



GROUP A. § 2. KNIGHTS TALE. Laiisdowne MS. 71 

I slowhe Sampson schakinge pe piler 

And myne bene pe Maladies colde 

The derke tresoures and pe Costes olde 2468 

My lokeynge is pe fader of pestelence 

Nowe wepe nomore .1. schal do dihgenoe 

J3at palamon pat is pine owen knyht 

Schal haue his lady as pou hiia hihte 2472 

Mars schal helpe his knyht napeles 

Be-twix 3owe pere mot be sum time pes 

Al be nouht hope of on complexione 

Jjat causep al daie suche diuisione 2476 

.1. am pm ay eft rede att pi wilf 

Wepe nowe no more pi lust .1. wil fulfift 

IsTowe witt .1. stente of pe goddes aboue 

Of Mars and of venus goddes of loue 2480 

And teft 30 we also plemely as .1. can 

Jje gret efflecte of whiche that .1. be-gan 

[PART IV. No gap in the MS.} 

•|f Grete was pe feste in Athenes pat daie 

And eke pat lusti seson of pat maye 2484 

Maade euery knyht to bene in suche plesauwee 

That al pat monday lousten pei and daunce . 

And spende it m hihe venus seruise [leaf si, back] 

Bot be pe cause pat pei scholde rise 2488 

Erly for to seen pe grete fighte 

Vnto her reste went pei att nihte 

And on pe morwe whan pe dai gan springe 

Of hors and herneys noyse and clateringe 2492 

There was in hostries al a-boute 

And to pe Paleys rode pef mony a route 

Of lordes vpon stedes and palfreis 

There maist pou seen diuiseinge of harneys 2496 

So vnkoupe and so riche and wrouhte so wele 

Of gold smyperie of brondeinge and of stele 

LANSDOWNE 71 



EGeneraJ imifa- 
tiouof VII. i)5-89. 



72 GROUP A. § 2. knight's talk EUesmere MS. 



12 GEOup A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 



72 GROUP A. § 3. knight's talk Cambridge MS. 



The sheeldes brighte / testeres / and trappures 

Gold hewen helmes / hauberkes / Cote Armures 2500 

Lordes in paramentz / on hii courseres 

Kiiyglites of retentie/ and eek Squieres 

ISTailynge the spares / and helmes hokelynge 

Giggynge of sheeldes / yrith layneres lacynge 2504 

There as nede is / they -weren no thyng ydel 

The fomy steedes / on the golden hrydel 

Gnawynge / and faste the Armurers also 

With fyle and hamer prikynge to and fro 2508 

Yemen on foyte / and coj7imunes many oon 

With shorte staues / thikke as they may goon 

Pypes / trompes / ITakerers / Clanounes 

That m the hataUle / hlo-wen hlody sounes 2512 

The paleys / fid of peples vp and doun [leaf si, back: 

Heere thre / ther ten / holdynge hir question 

Dyuynjrnge / of thise Thehane knyghtes two 

SoTreme seyden thus / so?)im6 seyde it shal he so 2516 

Somme helden mt/t hym / with the Hake herd' 

Somme with the balled / so7?ime with the thikke herd' 

Somme seyde / he looked grymme / and he wolde fighte 

He hath a sparth / of twenty pound of wighte 2520 

Thus was the halle / ful of diuynynge 

Longe after / that the sonne gan to sprynge 

rphe grete Theseus / that of his sleepe awaked 

■^ With Mynstralcie / and noyse Jiat was maked 2524 

Heeld yet the chambre / of his Paleys riche 

Til thaf the Thehane knyghtes / bothe yliche 

Honured / were / m to the paleys fef 

Due Theseus / was at a wyndow sef 2528 

Arrayed / right as he were a god m Trone 

The peple / preesseth thiderward ful soone 

Hym for to seen / and doon heigh reuerenoe 

And eek to herkne / his heste and his sentence 2532 

^ An heraucS on a Scaffold made an Oo 

Til al the noyse of peple was ydo 

ELLESMERE 72 



The sheldes brighte / testers / and trappures 

Goldhewen helmes / hauberkes / cote armuies 2500 

Lordes m parementz / on hur coursers 

Knyghtes of retenue / and eek Squyers 

ISTailynge the speres / and the helmes bokelynge 

Gyggynge of sheeldes / with layners lasynge 2504 

Ther as nede is / they were no thyng ydel 

The fomy steedes / on the golden brydel 

Gnawynge / and faste the Armurers also 

With fyle and hamer / prykyng to and fro 2508 

Yemen on foote / and communes many oon 

With shorte staues / thikke as they may goon 

Pipes / trompes / leakers / Claryounes 

That in the bataille / blowen blody sownes 2512 

The paleys ful of peples / yp and down 

Heer thre / ther ten / holdynge hir questioun 

Deuynynge / of thise Thebans knyghtes two 

Soj?ime seyde thus / sojnme seyden it shal be so 2516 

Somme helden with hym / with the blake herd 

Sojwme wi't/t the balled / somme -with the thikke herd 

Somme seyde / he looked grjrm / and he wolde fighte 

He hath a Sparth / of .xx. pound of wighte 2520 

Thus was the halle / ful of deuynynge 

Longe after / fat the sonne gan to sprynge 

% The grete Theseus / pat of his sleepe awaked 

With mynstraloye / and noyse ]iat was maked 2524 

Held yet the chambres / of his paleys ryche 

Til pat the Theban) knyghtes / bothe yUche 

Honoured /. weren ui to the paleys fet 

^ Due Theseus / is at a wyndow sef 2528 

Arrayed / right as he weere a god in Trone 

The peple preeseth / thiderward ful soone 

Hym for to seen / and doon heigh reuerence 

And eek / to herkne his heste / and his sentence 2532 

^ An heraud on a Scaffold / made an .oo. 

Til al the noyse / of the peple was ydo 

HENGWET 72 



2500 



2504 



2508 

[1 MS alteredi 



The scheldys bryghte testers & trappurys 

Gold hew hehnys hauberkis cote armurys 

lordis m paramentis on here courserys 

Knyghtis of retenew & ek squyerys 

N"aylynge the sperys & hehnys bokelywge 

Giggynge of schyldys with lanyerys la-synge 

Ther as nede is fey were no fyng ydyl 

The fomy stedis on the goldene brydyl 

Gnawynge faste .the. armurys also 

With fyle & hamyr prikynge to & fro 

Thawne on fote comoimnys ' manye on 

With schorte stauys / as thikke as fey may gon 

Pypis trumpis nakerys claryouwnys 

That m the batayle blowyw blody sounys 2512 

The paleys ful of peplys vp & dou?i [leaf les, back] 

Here thre fere ten / holdynge here questyouw 

Deuyny?ige of these / thebene knyghtis too 

Some seyde thus / some seydyn it schulde be so 

Some heldyn with hym with the blake herd 

Some with the ballede some with the thykke hend 

Some seyde he lokede gvjmme & he wolde fyghte 

He hath a sparth of twenty pound of weighte 

Thus was the halle ful of dynynyrage 

Longe aftyr that the suKne be-gan to sprynge 

The grete thesyus that of hese slep a-wakyd 

With mynstrelsye & noyse that was makyd 

Held 3it the chambre of hese paleys ryche 

Tyl that the theben knyghtis bothe I-Hche 

Honoiire weryn / m-to the paleys fet 

Deuk thesyus is at a wyndowe set 

Arayed wel as he were a god m trone 

The puple presede dedyrv^rard fill sone 

Jljm for to sen & don hey reuerence 

And ek to herkene his hest & his sentence 

An heraud on a skaffald made an hoo 

Til al the noyse of the puple was I-do 
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2516 



2520 



2524 



2528 



2532 



VIL 96. 



72 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 

}3e scheelde Mglif testeres and trappm-es 
Gold hewen helmes hauLerkes cote armuies 
lordes m. paramentz on here courseres 
Kmghtes of Eetenu and eefc sqmeres 
Nayling* fe speres and lielmes boclyng" 
Gydyng* of' scheldes wi]j layners lasyng* 
There as neede is fei -were nofing* ydel 
The fomy steedes on Jje goldene bndel 
Gnawen and faste ]>e armureres also / 
Wi]) file and hamer priking* to and fro / 
yomen on foote and comimes many oon 
"Wijj schorte staues Jiikke as pey may gon 
Pypes trompes nakers ClanouMS 
Thaf in Jie bataille hlowe bloody sownes 
The paleys ful of poeples vp and doun 
Here fre fere ten holdyng* here qnestioien 
Dyuynyng* of' Jjise Thebane knightes tuo 
Som seide fns som seide it schal be so 
Som holden with him with fe blake berde 
Som wi]) pe balled som with pe ])ikke herde 
Som seide he loked grym and he wold iighte 
He haf a Sparth of' xx. pound of' highte 
Thus was pe halle ful of" diuinyng" 
longe after faf fe sonne gan to springs 
The grete Theseus J)af of his sleep awaked 
Wif menstralcye and noyse Jiaf was maked 
Heeld jef fe chambres of' his paleys riche 
Til faf fe Thebane knightes bofen I-Hche 
Honorably weren m to jie paleys fette 
Due Theseus is af fe wyndow sette 
Arraied righf as he were god m trone 
The poepel presed Jjiderward fulsone / 
Him for to seen and don heigh reuerence / 
And eek' to herkne his heste and his sentence 
An herald 'on a scaffold made an hoo 
Til al >e noise of' j)e poepul was I-doo 
COUPUS 72 



72 GEoup A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 

The sheeldes brijte teesteers and trappuies 
2500 Gold-hewen helmes hauberkes and cote armures 2500 

Lordys in parementis on her coursers 

Knyghtes of retenue and eke swiers 

Nailinge fe speres and helmes bokelinge 
2504 Sigyng* of sheeldes wi]) layrers lasmge 2504 

Ther as nede is fei were no pmg' ydeft 

J)e ffomynge steedes on J>e golden bridefl 

Snavyng' and fasf fe armurers also 
2508 Wi]! file and hamure riding* to and froo 2508 

Jemen on foote and comons many on 

Wi]) shorte staues fikke as fei may goii 

Pipes trompettes nakems and clariouws 
2512 )3af m Jie bataille blewen blody sownes 

pe paleis ful of puple vp and down 

Here fre fer ten holdinge her questiown 

Dyuynyng' of Jiise thibeanes kny:}tes twoo 
2516 Some seide J)us. some seide if shal be so 

Sojwme helde wij) him wij) Tpe blake berde 
[leaf S61 So!?ime wij fe balled some with Jie Jiikke hered 

Some seide he loked grymme and he wold? fighf 
2520 He haj) a spar])e of xx" pounde wighf 

J)us was fe halle ful of dyuynynge 

Longe aftere Jje sonne gan to springe 

Je grete Theseus of his slepe gan wake 
2524 Wij) mynstralcie and nois Jiaf Jiei make 

Heelde 3if fe chambre of his palais riche 

Til faf J)e thebeane knyghtes bof yliche 

Honoured weren into Jie place fette 
2528 Duke Theseus is af ])e wyndowe sette 

Araide ri3f as he were a god m trone 

The puple presed fidere-waicE ful sone 

Him forto seen and done him high reuerence 
2532 And eke to barken his heesf and his sentence 

An herowde on a scaffold' made an oo / 

Til al ])e noise of J)e puple was doo 

PETWOUXH 72 



72 GEOUP A- § 3. knight's tahb.^ Lansdowne MS- 



fleaf S5, back] 
2512 



2516 



2620 



2524 



2528 



2532 



The Scheldes briht testeres and trappures 
Gold hewon helmes hawberkes cote aimures 
Lordes m. paramentes on hir" courseres 
Knyhtes of Eetenu and eke swieres 
ITaillinge fe speres and helmes bokelynge 
Gidemge of scheldes wi]) layners lasinge 
There as nede is J)ei were no fmge ydel 
The fomy stedes on J)e golden bndel 
Gnawen and faste fe armureres also 
Wij) file and hamur prikmge to and fro 
Jonien on fote and comune mony one 
Wiji sohort staues riht as Jiei mai gone 
Pipes trompes nakers clarions 
J)at in fe retaUe blewe blodi sownes 
The Paleis ful of peple vp and doune 
Here Jire fer ten holdeinge her questiorme 
Deuynemge of ]>is thebane knyhtes tuo 
Som seide J)us sum seide it schal be so 
Some holden wiJi him wip fe blake berde 
Some wi]) Jie balle some wij) J)e J)ikke herede 
Some seide he loked grimme and he wolde fihte 
He haJ) a sparjie of .xx. pounde of wihte 
Thus was Jie hal ful of diumeinge 
Longe after J)at Jie sowne gan to springe 
The grete Theseus Jiat of his slepe awaked 
Wij) mynstralcye and noys Jiat was maked 
Held jite Jie Chambres of his palays riche 
Til Jiat J)e Thebanes knyhtes boJ)en yliche 
Honorable weren in to Jie Palays ffette 
Due Theseus is att Jie window sette 
Arraide riht as he were a god in Throne 
The peple presed J)ederwarde ful sone 
Him for to seyn and done hihe reuerence 
And eke to herken his heste and his sentence 
An heraude on a scafold maad an hoo 
TU att J)e noys of pe peple was . y-doo 

LANSDOWNE 72 
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2508 



2512 



2516 



2520 



2524 



2528 

[leaf 32] 



2532 



711. 09. 
VII. 08. 



vn. as. 



GKOOT A. § 3. knight's tale. Eilesmere MS. 73 



Aad whaxL he saugB / th.e noyse of peple al stille 

Tho shewed he / the myghty dukes ■wille 

% The lord / hath of his heih discrecion 

Considered / that it were destruccion 

To gentil Wood / to flghten in the gyse 

Of mortal bataille / now m this emprise 

Wherfore / to shapen / fat they shal nat dye 

He wolde / his firste purpos modifye 

^ No man ther fore vp peyne of los of lyf* 

No maner shof polax ne short[e] knyf 

In to the lystes sende / ne thider brynge 

Ne short swerd for to stoke / with poynt bitynge 

No man ne drawe / ne here by his syde 

Ne no man shal / vn to his felawe ryde 

But cours / with a sharpe ygrounde spere 

ffoyne if hyrn list on foote / hym seK to were 

And he / that is at meschief shal be take 

And noght slayn / but be broghf vn to the stake 

That shal ben ordeyned / on either syde 

But thider he shal by force / and there abyde 

"|[ And if so be / the ' chieftayn be take 

On outher syde / or elles sleen his make 

No lenger' shal the turneiynge laste 

God spede you / gooth forth / and ley on faste 

With long swerd? / and with Maces / fighteth youre 

Gooth now youre wey / this is the lordes will 

fpiie voys of peple / touched the heuene 

-*- So loude cnde they / with murie steuene 

God saue swich a lord / that is so good 

He wilnetli no destruccion of blood 

Vp goon the trompes / and the melodye 

And to the lystes / rit the compaignye 

By ordinance / thurgh out the Citee large 

Hanged -with clooth of gold and nat with sarge 

% iful lik a lord / tins noble due gan ryde 

Thise two Thebans / vp on either side 

ELLESMEKE 73 



2536 



2540 



2544 



2548 



2552 



[' cbi-ef-] 

2556 



fiUe 
2560 

[leafS2] 



2564 



2568 



GROUP A. § 3. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 73 

And whan he say the peple / of noyse al stiUe 

Thus shewed he / the myghty dukes wiUe 2536 

^ The lord hath / of his heighe discreciort [leaf si] 

Considred / pat it were destruccion) 

To gentil blood / to lighten in the gyse 

Of mortal bataille / now m this emprise 2540 

Wher fore / to shapen / fat they shal noght dye 

He wole / his firste purpos modifie 

IT No man ther fore / vp on peyne / of los of lyf* 

No manere shof ne polax / ne short knyf* 2544 

In to the lystes sende / or thider brynge 

Ne short swerd for to stoke / with pomt bitynge 

No man ne drawe / ne here it by his syde 

Ne no man / shal vn to his felawe ryde 2548 

But o cours / with a sharp ygrounde spere 

ffoyne if hym list on foote / hym self to were 

And he fat is at meschief / shal be take 

And noght slayn / but be broght vn to the stake 2552 

That shal been ordeyned / on eyther syde 

But thider he shal bi force / and ther abyde 

And if so falle / the Chiefteyn be take 

On outher syde / or ellis sleen his make 2556 

No lenger / shal the tourneying laste 

God spede yow / go forth and ley on faste 

With long swerd / and with mace / fighteth your fille 

Go now youre wey / this is the lordes wiUe 2560 

^ Tlie voys of peple / touched the heuene 

So loude cryde they / with loude steuene 

God saue swich a lord / that is so good 

He wilneth / no destruccion) of blood 2564 

If Vp goon the trompes / and the melodye 

And to the lystes / ryt the compaignye 

By ordinance / thurgh out the Citee large 

Hanged with clooth of gold / and noght with sarge 2568 

^ fful lyk a lord / this noble due gan ryde 

Thise two Thebans / vp on eyther syde 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 73 

And whan he say / the noyse of puple al stylle 

Tho schewede he the myghty dukis wille 2536 

The lord hath of hese hey discrecyou?i 

Consyderit fat it were distructyouw 

To gentyl blod to fygtyn in the gyse 

Of mortel batayle now in this empryse 2540 • vu. r. 

Wherfore to schapyw fat fey schul not dye 

He wele hese ferste purpos modyfye 

No man f erfore vp peyne of los of lyf 

No maner schort polax / no schort knyf 

In to the lystys sende ne dedyr brynge 

Ne schort swerd for to steke with poynt bytywge 

No man it drawe ne here it by hese syde 

Ne no man schal vn to hese felawe ryde 

But on cours with a scharp I-grouwde spere 

ffayn jif hym lyst / on fote hym self to were 

And he that is at myschef schal be take 

And not slayn / but ben brought vn-to the stake 

That schal ben ordeynyd on eyf er syde 

But dedir he schal be forse & fere abyde 

And 5if so faUe the cheuynteyn be take 

On eythyr syde or eUys slen hese make 

No lengere schal the turnymge leste 

God spede 30W goth forth / & leyth on faste 

With long swerd & with macys fytyth ^owre fylle 

Goth now joure wey / this is the lordys wille 

The voys of peple toachede the heuene . y-^ n_ 

So longe cryedyn. fey wit/i merye steuene 

God sawe swich a lord fat is so good 

He wylnyth non distructiouw of blod 2564 • 

Yp goth the trumpys & the melodye 

And to the lystis rit the cumpaynye 

By ordenauMce Throuout The sete large 

Hangit with cloth of gold & not with sarge 2568 

fful lyk a lord f is noble deuk gan ryde 

These too thebenys vp on eyf er syde 
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GEOtJP A. § 3. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 73 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 73 



Aad whan he say fe pepul oi' noyse al stille 

Thus sohewed he Tpe mighty dukes wille 

The lord hath of" his heigh discreoion 

Considered faf if were destruccion 

To gentil blood to fighten m fis gise 

Of mortel hataUle now in fis emprise 

Wher fore to schapen faf fei schal nof deye 

He wol his ferste purpos modifye 

If man ferfore vpon peyne of" his lyfi 

No maner schof ne pollax ne schorf knyfi 

In to J) e lystes sende or Jader hrynge 

!N"e schorti swerd for to stoke with poynt* bytynge 

N"o man ne drawe ne here it by his syde 

No man schal to his felawe ride 

Buf 00 cours with a scharp y-grounde spere 

ffoyne if" him lisf on foote himself' to were / 

And he fatf is af meschiefi sehal be take 

And noughf slam buf be brought vnto fe stake 

Thaf schal ben ordeyned on eyfer syde / 

Buf fider he schal be force and fer abyde / 

And iP so falle fe cheuentein be take / 

On eyther syde or eUes sleen his make 

Ko lenger ne schal pe tomeyenge laste 

God speede 30U go forth and lay on faste / 

Wi]) longe swerdes and 30ur' maces flghte]) 30^^ fille 

Go now your wey ])is is fe lordes wille 

The voys of" Jie poeple touehede heuene 

So lowde criede fei with merie steuene 

God saf swich a lord faf is so good 

He wilnef no distructeon of blood 

Vp gof pe trompes and pe melodye 

And to fe listes ritte the compaignye 

By ordinance Jjorugh ouf pe cite large 

Hanged wij> clo]) of* gold and nought with Sarge / 

fful lik" a lord this noble duk" gan ryde 

These tuo Thebanes vpon eyper syde 
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And whan he see pe puple of noise al stille 

Thus shewed he pe myjty dukes wille 

Jje lord hajj of his heghe discrecion 

Considered paf if were destruccion 

To gentel blood to feghten in ])is gise 

Of mortaft bataile now in Jiis emprise 

Wherfore to shapen paf Jiei shal nof die 

He wille his firsts pwrpoos modefie 

2^0 man ferfor vp peyne of losse of Uff 

No maner shotte . ne poUax ne shorf knyif 

Into pe listes sende or pidere brmge 

Ne shorter swerd! forto stoke wij) poynf bitinge 

No man ne drawe ne here if be his side 

Ne no man shal vnto his felawe ride 

Buf oon cours wijj a sharpe grounden spere 

ffoyn if hym lisf on foote hym self to were 

And he pat is af mescluef shal be take 

And nof selayn buf be brou3f to a stake 

paf shal be ordeyned on eiper side 

Buf pidere he shal be foorce and per abide 

And if so falle pe Chevetayn be take 

On eiper side or ellis selayn his make 

No lenger shal pe tomamente laste 

God spede 30U goo and leye on faste 

"Wip swerdes and longe maces fi3tep 30Mr fiUe 

Go nowe joure way pis is pe lordes wille 

The Tois of puple touched heuene 

So loude cried pei wip mery steuene 

God saue suche a lord? paf is so gooc? 

He wilnep no distmction of blood 

Vp gop pe trompes and pe melody 

And to pe listes ritt pe company 

By ordinawnce porghe ouf pe cite large 

Honged wip elopes of gold? and nof wip sarge 

fful like a lorde pis noble duc< gan ride 

Thise two Thebeanes on eiper syde 
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TIL 131-132. 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 73 

And whan he sawe pe peple of noyse al stift 

Thus schewed he pe myhty dukes witt 2536 

5f The lorde hap of his hihe discrecione 

Considered pat it were destructione 

To gentil blode to fihten in pis gise 

Of Mortaile bataile nowe in pis emprise 2540 • vn. j. 

"Whare-for to schapen pat pei schal not deye 

He wift his first purpos modefye 

No man par-fore vpon peine on his lif 

No manere schotte ne polax ne schorte knyfe 2544 

In to pe listes sende ne peder brmge 

Ne schort swerde for to stoke wip pomte bitemge . 

No man ne drauhe ne here it be his side 

Noman sehal vn to his felawe ride 2548 

Bot 00 cours wip a scharpe ygrounde spere 

ffoyne if him list on fote him self to were 

And [he] pat is att Meschef sehal be take 

And nouht sleme bot be brouht vnto pe stake 2552 

That schal bene ordemed on eyper side 

But pider he schal be force and pare abide 

And if so fal pe Cheftaigne be take 

On eyper side or elles sleine his make 2556 

No longer schal pe tornynge last 

God sped 30W go forpe and laie on fast 

Wip longe swerdes and wip maces fihten 30uie fitt 

Go nowe 30ure weie pis is pe lordes wift 2560 

The voice of pe peple touched heuen 

So loude cried pei wip mery steuene 

God saue suche a lorde pat is so goode 

He wilnep no destruction of mannes blode 2564 ■ 

Vp gope pe trompes and pe melodie 

And to pe listes rydep pe compaignie 

Be ordinance poruhe oute pe Cite large 

Honged wip elope of golde and nouht wip sarge 2568 

fful like a lorde pis noble Duo gan ride 

The tuo Thebanes vpon eypei side . 

LANSDOWNE 73 



VII. 13. 

Ino lauces allowed 

m Boccaccio] 



' vn. 12 [and witU 
'bjpenue']. 



• vn. 14. 



See VIL lM-102. 



74 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. EUesmere MS. 

And after rood / the queene and Emelye 

And after tliaf another compaignye 2572 

■Of oon and oother / after hir degre 

And thus they passen / thurgS out the Citee 

And to the lystes / come they hy tjme 

It nas not of the day / yet fully pry me 2576 

"Whan set was Theseus / ful nche and hye 

TpoUta the queene and Emelye 

And othere ladys / in degrees ahoute 

Vn to the seettes preesseth al the route 2580 

.1. st*b Marte 

And westward / thurgh the gates vnder Marte 

Arcite / and eek the hondred of his parte 

With baner reed / is entred right anon 

^ And 111 that selue moment Palamoh) 2584 

Is vnder Venus / Estward m the place 

With Baner whyt / and hardy chiere and face 

In al the world / to seken vp and doun 

So euene / with outen variacioun 2588 

Ther nere / swiche compaignyes tweye 

ffor ther was noon so wys pat koude seye 

That any hadde / of oother auauntage 

Of worthynesse / ne of estaat ne age 2592 

So euene were [they] chosen / for to gesse 

And m two renges / farce they hem dresse 

^ "Whan pat liir names / rad were euerichon 

That m liir nomhre / gjde were ther noon 2596 

Tho were the gates shef and cried was loude 

Do now youre deuoir / yonge knyghtes proude 

^ The heraudes / lefte hir prikyng vp and doun 

I^ow ryiigen trompes loude and clarioun 2600 

Ther is namoore to seyn / hut west and Est 

In goon the sjieres / ful sadly m arrest" 

In gooth the sharpe spore / m to the syde 

Ther seen men / who kan luste and who kan ryde 2604 

Ther shyueren shaftes / vp on sheeldes thikke 

He feeleth / thurgh the herte spoon the prikke 
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74 GRonp A. § 2. knight's taie. Hengwrt MS. 

And after rood the queene / and Emelye 

And after thaf another compaignye 2572 

Of oon and oother / after hire degree 

And thus they passen / thurgh out the Citee 

And to the lystes / coome they bityme 

It nas nat of the day / yet fully pryme 2576 

^ "Whan set was Theseus / ful ryche and hye [leaf si, back] 

Ypolita the queene / and Emelye 

And othere ladyes / in degrees aboute 

"Vn to the setes / preeseth al the route 2580 

.1. sub Mane 

And westward / thrugh the gates vnder Marte 
Arcite / and eek the hundred of his parte 
With baner reed / is entred right anon 
^ And m that selus moment" Palamon) 2584 

Is vnder Venus / Estward m the place 
With baner whif / and hardy cheere and face 
In al the world / to seken vp and down 
So euene / with outen variacioun 2588 

Ther nere / swicho compaignyes tweye 
ffor ther was noon so wys / pat koude seye 
That any hadde / of oother auantage 
Of worthynesse / ne of estaat ne age 2592 

So euene / were they chosen for to gesse 
And m two renges / faire they hem dresse 
f" "Whan pat hir names / rad were euerichon 
That in hir nombre / gyle were ther noon 2596 

Tho were the gates shef and oryd was loude 
Do now youre deuoir / yonge knyghtes proude 
^ The heraudes / lefte hir prikyng" vp and down 
Now ryngen trompes loude / and Clarioun 2600 

Ther is namoore to seyn / but west" and Est" 
In goon the speres / ful sadly in the arest" 
In gooth the sharpe spore / m to the syde 
Ther seen men / who kan luste / and who kan ryde 2604 
Ther shyueren shaftes / vp on sheeldes thikke 
He feeleth / thurgh the herte spoon the prykke 
hengwrt 74 
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74 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 

And aftyr rod the quen & emelye 

And aftyr pat a noper cumpanye 2572 

Of on & oper aftyr here degre 

And thus pey passyn thour- out the cite 

And to the lystis come pey betyme 

It nas not of the day fully pryme 2576 

Whan set was Thesyus ful ryche & hye 

Ypolita the quen & Emely 

And opere ladyis m degreis aboute 

Vnto the setis / presith al the route 2580 

And westwardis thorugh p" gatys vndyr marthe* [♦ see p. 26, n. is.: 

Arcite & ek the hunderit of hese parte 

With baner red is enteryd rygh a-non 

And m that selue moment Palamon 2584 

Is vndyr venus Estward in the place 

With baner whit & hardy cher & fao 

In al the world to sekyn vp & doure 

So euene with-oute vanacyouw 

There ne were sweche cuTOpanyis tweye 

ffor pere ne was non that coude seye 

That ony hadde of oper auauretage 

Of worthynesse ne of estat ne age 

So euene were pey ' chosen for to gesse 

And too ryngis fayre pey hem dresse 

"Whan that here namys rad were euerychon 

That in here nouTwbre gile was pere non 

Tho were the gatys schette & cryed was loude 

Do now ^oiire deuer jynge knyghtis proude 

The heroudys lefte here prykynge vp & doun 

!N"ow ryngyn trompys loude & claryoure 2600 | vin. a. 

There is no more to seyne but west & est 

In gon the sperys ful gladly m at rest 

In goth the seharpe spere m to p* syde | vin. r. 

Ther sen men ho can luste & ho can ryde 2604 

There sleueryn sperys vp-on schUdys pikke 

He felyth thorw the herte spon the prykke 
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74 GEoup A. § 3. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 

And after roode pe queene and Emelye / 
And after J)af anotter compaignye / 2572 

Of on and ojier after here degre 
And J)us fey passen jjurgh ouf fe Citee 
And to fe lystes come J)ey be tyme 

If nas naf of* fe day jef fullich pnme 2576 

Whan sette was Theseus ful riche and hye 
ypoUta fe queen and Emelye 
And ofer ladyes m degree aboute 

vnto fe seetes presef al fe route 2580 

And westward Jrargh fe gates vnder marte 
Arcite and eefc pe hundred of his parte 
Wif) baner reed is entred righf anon 
And m faf selue momenf Palamon 2584 

Is vnder venus Estward in Jie place 
Wif baner whif and hardy chere and face 
In al fe world to seken vp and doun 
So euene wijjoute Tariaciown 2588 

Ther nere swiohe companyes tweye 

ffor fer was non so wys faf coufe seie [leaf 37] 

That* any hadde of ofer auantage 

Of worjjinesse ne of astaaf ne age 2592 

So euene were fei chose for to gesse 
And in to Eynges faire fei hem dresse 
Whan ])af here names rad were euerychon 
That* in here nombre gyle were fer non 2596 

Tho were Je gates schette and cryed was lowde 
Do now 30ur deuoir yonge knightes proude 
IT The heraudes lefte here prikyng* vp and doun 
Ifow ryngej) trompes lowde and olarioun 2600 

Ther is namore to sein Wesf and Est* 
In go]) Jje speres ful sadly in arest 
In go]j the scharpe spore in to fe syde 
fer seen men who can lustne and who can ryde 2604 

Ther schyueren schaftes vpon scheeldes Jiikke 
He feelej) JjorugS. pe herte spoon fe prikke 
COBPUS 74 



74 GHOTjp A. § 2. knight's tam!. Petworth' MS. 

And aftere rode pe quene and Emelye 

And after Jiaf a nother companye 2572 

Of oon and ojier after her degre 

And pus Jiei passen Jjorgh out pe Cite 

And to the Ustes come pei be tyme 

It nas nof of pe day jif fully pryme 2576 

Whan sette was Theseus ful riche and hie 

YpoKta pe quene and Emely 

And oper ladies in degrees aboute 

Ynto pe setes preesen al pe route 2580 

And westwar(J porgt pe gates vnder mart / 

Arcite and eke pe himdred of his parf 

With banere rede is entred njt* anon peafse, back] 

And m pat self[e] moment Palamon 2584 

Is vnder venus estward m paf place 

With baner* white and hardy chere and face 

And m al pe worlcJ to seken vp and down 

So euene wip ouf vanaciown 2588 

})er nere suche company[e]s tweye 

ifor per nas noon so wise paf coude seie 

That eny had of oper auawntage 

Of worthynesse ne of estate ne age 2592 

So euen were pei chosen forto gesse 
And in to ringges faire pei hem dresse 
Whan paf her names redde were euerechoii 
paf in her nombre gile were per n5n 2596 

Tho were pe gates shette and cMed was loude 
Do now 30ure devoire yonge knyjtes proude 
The herawdes leff her prikldng' vp and doun 
l^Tow ryngen trompes loude and claryoMn 2600 

JOer is no more to seyn [but] esf and wesf 
In goon pe sharpe speres ful sadly into paresf 
In gop pe sharpe spere into pe side 

Jjere seen men who can iuste and who can ride 2604 

Jjere shyueren shaftes vppon sheeldes pikke 
He fileth porgfe pe herte spone pe prikke 
u petwoeth 74 



74 GROUP A, § 2. knight's taie. lansdowne MS. 



2572 



2576 



And aftere rode pe queene and Emely [leaf si, back] 

And after pat an oper compaignie 

Of one and oper after here degre 

And pus pei passen purgB. oute pe Citee 

And to pe listes come pei be time 

It was nouht of pe dale jit fulliche prime 

^ Whan sette was Theseus ful riche and hihe 

Ipolita pe queene and Emelye 

And oper ladyes in degres a-boute 

Vn-to pe setes presep aft pe route . 2580 

Aad westwa poruhe pe gates vnder Marte* [»Seep.-25,«.i8.] 

Arcite and eke pe hundrep of his parte 

Wip baner rede is entred riht anone 

And in pat selfe moment Palamon . 

Is vnder venus est-warde in pe place 

Wip banere white and hardy chere and face 

In al pe werlde to seken vpe and doune 

So euen wip-oute variaciowne 

per ner suche companyes tweye 

ffor pere was none so wise pat coupe seye 

peA any had of opere auantage 

Of worpuiesse ne of state of age ' 

So euen were pei Chosen for to gesse 

And in to Eynges faire pei hem dresse 

^ Whan pat here names were rad euerychone 

That in hir nombre gUe were pere none 

Tho was pe gates schette and cried was lowde 

Do nowe jowre deuere jonge knyhtes prowde 

The herawdes left he prikmge vpe atid downe 

ITowe rmgen trompes loude and clarioune 

The[r] IS no more to seme west or est 

In gope pe speres ful sadly m a rest 

In gope pe scharpe spere m to pe side 

Ther seen men who kan lusten aiid who can ride 

Ther schyueren schaftes vp on scheldes pikke 

He filep poruhe pe hert spone pe piike 
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GEOUP A. § 2. knioht's tale. Ellesmere MS. 75 

Vp spryngen speres / twenty foot on higBte 

Out gooth the swerdes / as the siluer brighte 2608 

The helmes they tohewen / and toshrede [loaf 32, backj 

Out brest the hlood / with stierne stremes rede 

"With myghty maces / the hones they tobreste 

He thurgh the thikkeste / of the throng gan threste 2612 

Ther semblen steedes stronge / and doun gooth al 

He roUeth vnder foof as dooth a bal 

He foyneth on his feef with his tronchon) 

And he hym hurtleth / with his hors adoun 2616 

He thurgh the body is hurf and sithen ytake 

Maugree his heed / and broght vn to the stake 

As forward was right ther he moste abyde 

Another lad is / on that oother syde 2620 

^ And som tyme / dooth hem Theseus to reste 

Hem to fresshen / and drynken if hem leste 

ffiil ofte a day / han thise Thebanes two 

Togydre ymef and wroght his felawe wo 2624 

Ynhorsed hath / ech oother of hem tweye 

Ther nas no Tygre in the vale of Galgopheye 

Whan Tpai hir whelpe is stole / whan it is lite 

So erueel on the hunte / as is Arcite 2628 

flfor lelous herte / vpon this Palamon) 

ISTe m Belmarye / ther nys so fel leon) 

That hunted is / or for his hunger wood 

ISTe of his praye / desireth so the blood 2632 

As Palamon) / to sleen his foo Arcite 

The lelous strokes / on hir helmes byte 

Out renneth blood / on bothe hir sydes rede 

^ Som tyme an ende / ther is of euery dede 2636 

ffor er the sonne / vn to the reste wente 

The stronge kyng< Emetreus / gan hente 

This Palamon / as he faught with Arcite 

And made his swerd / depe in his flessB. to byte 2640 

And by the force of twenty / is he take 

Vnyolden / and ydrawe vnto the stake 

ELLESMEKE 75 



GEOTJP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 76 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 75 



Vp spryngeth speres / twenty foot on highte 

Out goon the swerdes / as the siluer brighte 

The helmes they tohewen / and to-shrede 

Out brest the blood / with sterne stremys rede 

"With myghty maces / the bones they tobreste 

He thurgh the thikkesf of the throng gan threste 

Ther stomblen steedes stronge / and doun gooth al 

He roUeth vnder foof as dooth a bal 

He foyneth on his feef with his tronchoim 

And he hym hurteth / with his hors adoun 

He thurgh the body is hurf and sithen ytake 

Maugree his heed / and broght vn to the Stake 

As forward was / right there he moste abyde 

Another / lad is on that oother syde 

^ And som tyme / dooth hem Theseus to reste 

Hem to refresshe / and drynken if hem leste 

fful ofte a-day / haiie thise Thebans two 

Togydre ymef and wroght his felawe wo 

Vnhorsed hath ech oother / of hem tweye 

Ther nas no tygre / m the vale of Galgopheye 

Whan fat hir whelp is stole / whan it is lyte 

So cruel on the hunte / as is Arcite 

ffor lalous herte / vp on this Palamon) 

l!re m Behnarye / ther nys so fel leon) 

That hunted is / or for his hunger wood 

He of his praye / desireth so the blood 

As Palamon / to sleen his foo Arcite 

The lalous strokes / on hir helmes byte 

Out renneth blood / on bothe hir sydes rede 

f Som tyme an ende ther is / of euery dede 

ffor er the Sonne / vn to the reste wente 

The stronge kyng Emetnus / gan hente 

This Palamon / as he faught with Arcite 

And made his swerd / depe ia his flessh to byte 

And by the force of twenty / is he take 

Vnyolden / and ydrawen to the stake 

HEN G WET 75 
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2620 



2624 



2628 



2632 



2636 



2640 



Vp spryngyn sperys twenty fote on heyghte 

Out gon p" swerdis as the syluyr bryght 

The helmys they hewyn & to-schrede 

Out brest the blod witJi sterne stremys rede 

With myghty macys the bonys they to-breste 

He thowr the thikkeste of the thrang ga» threste 

There semblyn stedys stroBge & douw goth al 

He rolUth vndyr fote as doth a bal 

He foynyth on hese feet with hese trunchoim 

And he hym hurtelith with hese hors adoun 

He thowr the body is hurt & sithe take 

Magry his hed & brough vn-to the stake 

As forward was / ry^t pere he wolde abyde 

Auofer lad is on that ofer syde 

And sumtyme doth hem ThesiMs to reste 

Hem to frossche & drynkyn jif hem leste 

fful ofte a day han these Thebans two 

To-gedere I-met & wrought hese felawys wo 

Vn-horsede hath eche oper of hem tweye 

Ther nas no Tigre m the vale of Galgopheye 

Whan that here whelp is stole whil it is lyte 

So crewel on the hunte as is arcyte 

ffor lelous herte vp-on this Palamou??. 

Ne in Belmarye pere ne is non so fel lyoun 

That huntid is or for hese hungyr wod 

Ne of hese j)rey desyreth so the blod 

As Palamouw to slen hese fo Arcyte 

The leluse strokys on here helmys byte 

Out rejznyth blod on bofe here sydis rede 

Sumtyme an ende pere is of eyfer dede 

ffor er the suwne vn-to Jj" reste wente 

The strong kyng / emetryus gan hente 

This Palamoure as he faught with Arcyte 

And made his swerd depe m hese flesch to bite 

And be the forse of twenty is he take 

Vn-joldyn & Idrawyn to the stake 

CAMBRIDGE 75 
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2628 



2632 



2636 



2640 



GROUP A. § 2. KNiGHi's TALE. Corpus MS. 75 

vp springejj speres twenty foof on heighte 

Ouf gon fe sweerdes as Jje seluer bnghte 2608 

The helmes fer to hewen and to sclirede 

Out hresf J)e Wood with sterne streemes reede 

With mighty maces fe hones ])ei tobreste 

he furgh Jje fikkesf on fe frong' gan freste 2612 

Ther stomhlen steedes stronge and doun gon alle 

he rollejj vnder foof as dof a halle 

he foyne]) on his foof with his tronchoisn 

And he him hurtej) with his hors a doun 2616 

he jjurgfi fe body is hurf and siffen take 

Maugre his heed and brougBf vnto f e stake 

As forward was nghf fer he moste abyde 

Anofer is ladde on fat ojjer syde 2620 

And som tyme dof hem Theseus to reste 

hem to refreissche and drynken if hem leste 

fful ofte a-day han Jjise Thebanes two 

Togydre ymetf and wroughf his felawe wo 2624 

vnhorsed haf ech ofer oi' hem tweye 

Ther nas no Tygre iu vale ofi Galgopheie neafsr.bact] 

Whan faf hire whelp is stole whan it is lite 

So cruel on fe hunte as is Arcite 2628 

ffor lalouse herte vpon Jiis Palamon 

iN'e in belmaryn Jer nys so fel leofi 

Thaf hunted is or for his hunger wood 

JSTe of his prey desiref so fe blood 2632 

Of" Palamon to sle his foo arcite 

The lalous strokes on here helmes byte 

Ouf renneth blood on boje here sydes reed 

Som tyme an ende fer is of euery deed 2636 

ffor or Jie sonne vnto Jje reste wente 

The stronge kingi Emetreus gan hente 

This Palamon as he faughf with arcite 

And made his sweerd deepe in iieissh byte 2640 

And by f e force of twenty is he take 

vn-yolden and drawen to Je stake 

CORPUS 75 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's TAiB. Petwortk MS. 75 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's TALE. Lausdownc MS. 75 



Vp springen speres xx*' fote on highf 

Ouf goon f e swerdes as fe siluer" white 

Je helmes fei to-hewen and to-shrede 

Ouf brestef fe blode -with sterne stremes rede 

Wijj my^ty maces ]>e bones ]pei to-bresf 

And Jjorgh fe thikkesf of J)e throng* gan thresf 

Jjere stomblen stedes stronge and doun gon aUe 

He roUejj vnder fote as dojj a balle 

He foynej) on his foote wif his tronchoMn 

And he hym hurte)) wij) his hors a-down 

He Jjorgh fe body is born and sij) is take 

Maugre his hede and brou3f vnto Jje stake 

As forwarcJ was [ri^t] Jjer he mosf abide 

Anojjer lad is on J>af oJie?'e side 

And somtyme doj) hem theseus forto resf 

Hem to refresshe and dnnk[e] jif hem lesf 

fful of[te] a day han Jjise thybeanes two 

To-gidere mette and wroujf eche olper woo 

Vnhorsed haji eche ojjere of hem twey 

Jjer was no tigre m vale of Galgopleye 

Whan hir" whelpe is stole whan if is lite 

So cruel on Jie hunte as is Arcite 

ffor lelous herf vpon Jus Palamon 

K'e m Behnerie Jier is so felle a hofl 

Jjaf hunted is or for his hunger wode 

!N"e of his pray desirejj so Jie bloode 

As Palamon to sclee his foo Arcite 

J)e lelous strokes on her helmes bite 

Out rennej) blood of boj) her sides rede 

Somtyme an ende Jier is on euery dede 

ffor or ])e sonne vnto Jje reste wenf 

Jje Stronge king" Emetnus gan henf 

This Palamon as he fau3f wij) Arcite 

And made his swerde depe in his flesshe bite 

And by [the] force of xx*" is he take 

Vn3olden and drowen to J)e stake 
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Vp sprmgejj speres . twenty fote on hiht 

Oute gone Jie swerdes as Jie siluer briht 

The hehne Jjei to-hewen and to-schrede 

Oute brestejj Jie blode . wiji steren stremes rede 

WiJ) myhty Maces Jje bones Jjei to-breste 

He Jjoruhe Jje Jjikkest on Jje Jironge gan Jireste 

Ther stumbles stedes stronge and downe gone al 

He roUeJ) vnder fote as dojie a bal 

He foynejj on his fote wiJj his tronchon 

And he him hurtejj wiJj his hors adoune 

He Jjoruhe Jje body is hurte and sithen take 

Maugre his hede and brouhte vnto Jjo stake 

As forward was rOit Jjere he must abide 

An ojjer is lad on Jiat ojjer side 

And som time dojje hem Theseus to reste 

Hem to refresche and dnngen if hem lest 

*i[ fful oft a day haue Jjese Thebanes two 

To-gedere ymet and wrowht his felaw woo 

Vnhorsede hajje yche ojjere of hem tweie 

Jjere nas no tigre in Jje vale of golgopheie 

Whan Jjat hir whelpe is stole whawne it is lite 

So cruel on Jie hunt as is Arcite 

ffor lalouse herte vpon Jjis Palamon 

Ne m Belmary ne is so fel lyoii 

That huntid is or for his hunger wode 

Ne of his preie desirejj so Jje blode 

As Palamon is to sle is fo Arcite 

The lelous strokes on hire helmes bite 

Oute rennejj Jje blode on bojie hie sides rede 

Some time an ende Jjere is of euerj dede 

ffor or Jje sonne vnto Jie rest wente 

The stronge kmge Emetnus gan hente 

This palamon as he fauht wiJj Arcite 

And made his swerde depe in his flesche bite 

And be Jje for[ce] of twenty is he take 

Vn-jolden and drawen to Jie stake 
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76 GBOUP A. § 3. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 

And in tlie rescus / of this Palamon) 
The stronge kyng< lygurge / is bom adoun 2644 

And kyngf Emetreus / for al his strengthe 
Is horn out of his sadel / a swerdes lengthe 
So hitte hun Palamon) er he were take 
But al for noghf / he was hroghf to the stake 2648 

His hardy herte / myghte hym helpe naughf 
He moste ahyde / whan that he was caugBf 
By force / and eek by oomposicion 

^ Who sorweth now / but woful Palamon) 2652 

That moot namoore / goon agayn to fighte 
And whan fat Theseus / hadde seyn this sigBte 
Vn to the folk / fat foghten thus eohon 
He cryde / hoc namoore / for it is doon 2656 

*|f I wol be trewe luge / and no partie aeaf ss] 

Arcite of Thebes / shal haue Emelie 
That by his fortune / hath hire faire ywonne 
Anon / ther is a noyse of peple bigonne 2660 

ffer loye of this / so loude and heighe -with alio 
It semed / that the lystes sholde falle 
TTTTiat kan now faire venus doon aboue 
' ' What seith she now / what dooth this queene of loue 
But wepeth so / for wantynge of hir wille 
TU that hir teeres / m the lystes iille 
She seyde / I am ashamed doutelees 

^ Saturnus seyde / doghter hoold thy pees 2668 

Mars hath his wille / his knyghfr hath al his boone 
And by myn heed / thow shalt been esed soone 
rrihe trompes / with the loude Mynstralcie 
-*- The heraudes / that ful loude yoUe and ciie 2672 

Been m hire wele / for loye of Daun Arcite 
But herkneth me / and stynteth now a lite 
Which a myracle / ther bifel anon 

•^ This fierse Arcite / hath of his helm ydon 2676 

And on a Courser / for to shewe his face 
He priketh endelong* the large place 

ELLESMEKE 76 



76 GEoup A. § 3. emght's tale. Hengwrt MS. 

And m the rescous / of this Palamon) 

The stronge kyng lygurge / is born adoun 2644 

And kjrng Emetrius / for al his strengthe 

Is born out of his sadel / a swerdes lengthe 

So hitte hym Palamon / er he were take 

But al for noghf he was broght to the stake 2648 

His hardy herte / myghte hym helpe naught 

He moste abyde / whan pat he was caughf 

By force / and eek by composicion) 

IT Who sorweth now / but woful Palamon) 2652 

That moot namoore / goon agayn to fighte 

And whan pat Theseus / hadde seen this sighte 

Vn to the folki / that foghten thus echon 

He cryde / hoo namoore / for it is doon 2656 

I wol be trewe luge / and nat partye [leaf s5, back] 

Arcite of Thebes / shal haue Emelye 

That by his fortune / hath hire faire ywonne 

Anon ther is a noyse of peple bigonne 2660 

ffor ioye of this / so loude and heigh with alle 

It semed / pat the lystes sholde falle 

^ What kan now faire Yenus / doon aboue 

What seith she now / what dooth this queene of loue 2664 

But wepeth so / for wantyng of hir wille 

Til pat hir teerys / m the lystes fille 

She seyde / I am ashamed doutelees 

^ Saturnus seyde / doghter hoold thy pees 2668 

Mars hath his wyl / his knyghf hath al his boone 

And by myn heed / thow shalt been esed soone 

^ The trompours / wt't/i the loude Mynstralcye 

The heraudes / pat ful loude yelle and crye 2672 

Been m hir wele / for loye of daun Arcite 

But herkneth me / and stynteth noyse a lite 

Which a myracle / ther bifel anon 

IT This fierse Arcite / hath of his helm ydon 2676 

And on a Courser / for to shewe his face 

He priketh / endelong* the large place 

HENGWUT 76 
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2660 



And m the rescous of this palamoura 

The stronge kyng lygurge is born adouw 

And kyng Emetriws for [al] hese strenthe 

Is bom out of hese sadU a swerdis lenthe 

So hitte hym palamouw or he were take 

But al for nought he was brought to the stake 

Hese hardy herte myghte hjm helpe nought 

He muste abyde whan that he was caught 

By forse & ek by coTOpocyciou« 

Who sorwith now but woful palamouw 

That may 1 no more gon ageyn to fyghte p aiterea /rm mo: 

And whan that Thesizis hadde seyn that syghte 

Vn-to the folk that foughtyn thus echon 

He cryede ho / no more for it is don 

I wele be trewe iuge & no partye 

Arcite of Thebes schal haue Emelye 

That bi hese fortune hath here fayre wonne 

A-non pere is a noyse of puple beguwne 

ffor loye of this so loude & heye with al 

It semede pat the lystis schulde fal 

What can now fayre venus don aboue 

What seyth sche now / what doth this quen of loue 2664 

But wepith so / for wantynge of here wUle 

Tyl pat here terys in the lystis fylle 

Sche seyde I am a-schamyd duteles 

Saturne seyde doujtyr hold pjn pes 

Mars hath his wille his knyght al hese bone 

And be myn hed pou schat ben esed sone 

The trumpis with the loude mestrelcye 

The heroudis pat ful loude 3eUe & crye 

Ben in here wele for loye of daun Arcyte 

But herkenyth me & styntyth now a lite 

Which a merakele pere be-fel a-non 

Tins ferse arcyte hath of hese hehn I-don 

An[d] on a courser for to schewe hese face 

He prikyth endelong the same plase 

CAMBRIDGE 76 
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76 GROUP A. § 3. KETiGHi's TAiB. Corpus MS. 

And m fe rescous ofi Jjis Palamo«ii 

The stronge knigBf ligurge is born a down 2644 

And king* Emetreus for aft Ms strengfe 

Is born ouf of' Ms sadell a swerdes lengths 

So Mtte Mm Palamon or he were take 

Buf al for noughf he was brought" to J)e stake 2648 

his hardy herte mighf him helpe naught" 

he moste abide whan fat" he was caught" 

By force and eek" by composicion 

Who sorwe]) now but" woful Palamon 2652 

Jjat" moot" nomore gon ajen to fighte 

And whan Jaf Theseus hadde seen J)is sighte 

he cried ho namore for it is don 

ISTe non schal lenger to Ms felaw gon 2656 

I wil be trewe lugge and not" partie / 

Arcite of" Thebes schal haue Emelye 

That" by his fortune ha)) Mr faire y-wonne 

Anon fer is a noyse of" poepel bygonne 2660 

ffor loye of" j)is so loude and heigh wij) alle / 

It" semed fat" Jje lystes scholde falle [leaf ssj 

IT "What" can now faire venus don aboue 

What" seif sche now what" doji J)is queen of" loue 2664 

But" weepejj so for wantyng" of" Mr wille 

Til fat" hire teeres in f e lystes fille / 

Sche seyde I am aschamed douteles 

Saturnus seyde doughter hold fi pees 2668 

Mars haj) Ms wille Ms knight" hath aft Ms boone 

And by myn heed fou sohalf ben eesed soone 

The trompoures wif fe lowde menstralcye 

The heraudes fat" ful lowde yelle and crye/ 2672 

Ben in here wele for loye of" daun Arcite 

Buf herknef me and styntef noyse alite/ 

Which a miracle f er bifel anon 

This fiers Arcite haf of" Ms helm y-doon 2676 

And on a courser for to schewe Ms face 

He prikef endelong" f e large place 

COKPUS 76 



76 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 

And in f e Eescowe of f is Palamon 

The stronge kmg" ligurge is born down , 2644 

And kmge Emetrius for al Ms grete strengtK 

Is born ouf of Ms sadel Ms swerdes length 

So Mf hym Palamon er he were take 

Buf al for nou^f he was brou3f to f e stake 2648 

His hardy herte may hym helpe noujf 

He mote abide whan f af he is ykaujf 

By force and eke by composicion 

Who sorowef now buf woful Palamon 2652 

They mote no more go ageyn to fijf 

And whan f af he had sene f af si3f 

He cried Hoo no more for if is don peaf S7, back] 

Ne noon shal lenger to Ms felawe gofl 2656 

I wil be trewe luge and nof partie 

Arcite of Thebes shal haue Emelye 

Thaf by Ms fortune haf Mr" faire wownen 

Anon f er is a vois of puple by-gonne 2660 

ffor loie of f is so loude and MgK wif -aUe 

It semed f af f e listes shulden falle 

Whaf can nowe faire Venus do aboue 

Whaf seif she now whaf dof fis queue of loue 2664 

But wepef so for wanting" of her wille 

Til f af her teeres in f e listes fille 

She seide I am ashamed doutelees 

Saturnus seide doughter" hold' fi pees 2668 

Mars haf Ms wil Ms knyghf haf al his bone 

And by myne hede f ou shalf be esed sone 

The trompours wif f e loude mynstralsie 

The harawdes faf ful loude jelle and crye 2672 

Bene in her wele for loie of daun arcyte 

Buf harkenef me and stinte vois a lite 

Swiche a myracle f er bifelle anon 

This ferce Arcite haf of Ms helme ydon 2676 

And on a courcere forto shew Ms face 

He prikkef endelonge fe large place 

PETWORTH 76 
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2660 



And in f e rescous of fis Palamon 

The stronge kinge Ligurge is borne a- doune 

And kenge Emetrius for al Ms strenkef 

Is borne owte of his sadel a swerdes lengef 

So it Mm Palamon ar he were take 

Bote al for nouht brouht he was to f e stake 

His hardy herde myht him. helpe nouht 

He moste abide whan fat he was cauht 

Be force and eke be composicione 

Wha sorewf e nowe Bot woful palamone 

That moote no more gone ajeine to fiht 

And whan fat Theseus had seen fis siht 

He criede ho no more for it is done 

Ne none schal longer to his felowe gone . 

.1. wift be trewe lugge and not partie 

ArCite Of Thebes Schal haue Emelye 

That be Ms fortune haf e Mre faire ywonne 

Anone f er is a noise of peple be-gunne 

ffor loy of fis so lowde and lihte wif al 

It semed fat f e listes scholde fal 

f Whan kan nowe faire Tonus done aboue 

What seif e sche nowe what dof e fis queene of loue 2664 

Bot wepef so for wantynge of hire wUle 

Til fat hire teres in f e listes fille 

Sche seide .1. am aschamede dowteles 

Saturnus seide douhter holde f i pes 

Mars haf Ms wil Ms knyht haf e al Ms bone 

And be my hede f ou schalte bene esed sone 

"H The trompoures wif f e loude menstralcie 

The heraudes fat ful loude ^elle and crie 

Ben in here wele for ioye of dann Arcite 

Bot herkenef me and stinte noy a lite 

WMche a miracle fere be-fel anone 

TMs fers Arcite haf e of Ms helme . y-done 

And on a koursowr for to schewe Ms face 

He Prikkef e endlonge f e large place 

lANSDOWNE 76 
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GRonp A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 77 



GEoup A. § 2- knight's TAiiB. Hcngwrt MS. 77 



Loljynge vp-ward vp on Emelye 

And she agayn / hym caste a freendlich eye 

L 

. . fto gap. in the M8.^ 

And was al lus [in] ohiere / as in bis herte 

^ Out of the ground / a furie Infernal sterte 

f&om Pluto sent* at requeste of Saturne 

jffor which his hors / for fere gan to turne 

And leepe aside / and foundred as he leepe 

And er that Arcite / may taken keepe 

He pighte hym / on the pomel of his heed 

That in the place he lay / as he were deed 

His hresf tobrosten / with his sadel bowe 

As blak he lay / as any cole or crowe 

So was the blood / yronnen in his face 

Anon he was / yborn out of the place 

With herte soor / to Theseus paleys 

Tho was he koruen / out of his barneys 

And in a bed ybrought / ful fairs and blyve 

ffor he was yef in memorie / and alyue 

And alwey / cnynge after Emelye 

% Due Theseus / with al his compaignye 

Is comen boom / to Atthenes his Citee 

With alle hlisse / and greet solempnitee 

Al be if that this Auenture was falle 

He nolde noghf disconforten hem alle 

Men seyde eek" that Aroite shal nat dye 

He shal been heeled / of his maladye 

\ And of another/ thyng< / they weren as fayn 

That of hem alle / was ther noon yslayn 

Al were they soore yhurt" and namely oon 

That -with a spere / was thirled his brest boon 

To othere woundes / and to broken armes 

Somme hadden salues / and sowme hadden charmes 

ffermacies of herbes / and eek saue 

They dronken / for they wolde hir lymes haue 
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[leaf 38, back] 
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Lookyng vpward / vp on this Emelye 
And she agayn / bym caste a fceendly eye 

[ 

. . ..." ... mo gap in tlie MS^ 

And she was al his cheere / as m his herte 
Out of the ground / a furye Infernal sterte 
ffrom Pluto senf at requeste of Saturne 
ffor which his hors / for feere gan to tome 
And leep asyde / and foundred as he leepe 
And er fat Arcite / may taken keepe 
He pighte hym / on the pomel of his heed 
That m the place / he lay as he were deed 
His brest to brosten / with his Sadel bowe 
As blak he lay / as any col / or crowe 
So was the blood / yronnen in his face 
Anon he was yborn out of the place 
With herte soor / to Theseus Paleys 
Tho was he coruen / out of his hameys 
And m a bed ybroghf ful faire and blyue 
ffor he was yef in memorie and alyue 
And alwey cryinge / after Emelye 
Sr Due Theseus / with al his compaignye 
Is comen boom / to Atthenes his Citee 
With alle blisse / and greet solempnytee 
Al be if fat this auenture was falle 
He nolde noghf disconforten hem aUe 
^ Men seyde eefc Arcite / shal nat dye 
He shal been heelyd / of his maladye 
And of another thjrag / they were as fayn 
That of hem alle / was ther noon yslayn 
Al were they soore yhurf and namely oon 
That W2% a Spere / was thuled the bresf boon 
IT To oothere woundes / and to broken armes 
Somme hadden salues / and somme hadden charmes 
ffermacyes of herbes and eek saue 
They dronken / for they wolde hir lymes haue 
HENGWRT 77 



2680 



2684 



2688 



2692 



2696 



fleafSS] 

2700 



2704 



2708 



2712 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 77 

Lokynge vpward vp on jjis Emelye 

And sche ageyn hym caste a frendely ye 2680 

[ 

. . . no gap in the MS-I 

And was al hese cher as m hese herte 

Out of the ground a furye infernal sterte 2684 

ffrom pluto sent at request of saturne 

ffor which hese hors for fer gan to turne 

And lep a syde & founderede as he lep 

And er fat arcite may takyn kep 2688 

He pyghte hym on the pomel of hese bed 

That m y place he lay as he were ded 

His brest to-brostyn withe sadU. bowe 

As blak he lay as ony cole or crowe 2692 

So was the blod ronnyn in hese face 

A-non he was I-bom out of the place 

With herte sor to theseus paleys [leaf i69] 

Tho was he korvjna out of hese hameys 2696 

And m a bed I-brout ful fayxe & blythe 

ffor he was 3it m memory & alyue 

And alwey cryinge aftyr Emelye 

Duk Thesius witA al hese cu?»panye 2700 

Is comyn horn to athenus hese oete 

With al blys & gret solempnete 

Al be it fat this / auenture was falle 

He nylde not disconfortyn hem alle 2704 

Men seyde ek that Arcita schal not deye 

He schal ben helyd of hese maladye 

And of a nof er f yng fey wem as fayn 

That of hem alle was fere non I-slayn * [•Seep.25,«.i9.] 2708 

Alle were fey sore I-hurt & namely on 

That yriih a spere was therlyd hese brest bon 

To othere wouwdis & to brokene armys 

Some haddyn saluys & some haddyn charmysf [tSeep.25,M.2oo 

ffermacies of erbis & ek saue 2713 

Jjey dronken / for fey woldyn here lemys haue 

CAMBKIDGE 77 
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GEOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 77 

lokyng* vpward vpon fis Emelye 

And sche again him caste a frendlich yhe 2680 

ifor wojwmen as to speken m comune 
Thei folwen aft fe fauour of" fortune/ 
And was al his cluer as m his herde/ 
Ouf of" J)e ground a fir Infernal starts/ 2684 

ffrom pluto sent" atte request" of Satume/ 
ffor which his hors for feere gan to tume/ 
And leep a syde and foundred as he leep 
And ar jjaf aroite may taken keep 2688 

he plight* him on jje pomel of" liis heede 
That" in ]ie place he lay as he were deede 
His bresf to-hrosten with his sadel bowe 
As blak? he lay as any cole or ore we 2692 

So was Jje blood y-ronne in his face 
Anon he was born ouf of Jie place 
Wijj herte soor to Theseus paleys 

Tho was he coruen ouf of his barneys 2696 

And in a bed I-broughf ful fair and blyue 
ffor he was yef in memorie and a lyue / [leaf 38, ba«k] 

And alwey cryeng* after Emelye 

Duel Theseus with aft his companye/ 2700 

Is comen horn to Athenes his Citee 
With alle blisse and gref solempnete 
Al be if Jiaf ])is auenture was falls 

he nolde nof disconfortsn hsm aUe 2704 

Men seyds ssk" faf arcite schal nof dye 
he sohal ben heled of his maladye 
And of anojier Jung" fei were as fayn 
Thaf of hem alle was fer non y-slayn 2708 

AUe were f ei sore hurf and namely con) 
Thaf with a spere was ferled his bresf boon 
To ofer woundes and to broken arm.es 
Some haddsn salue and some hadden charmes 2712 

ffermacies of herbes and eefc saue 
Thei dronke for pei wolde here lyuss haue 
COKPUS 77 



GBoup A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 77 



Lokmg" vpwar(S vnto Emelye 
And she ajein him casf a frendly ye 
ffor wommen as to speken m comune 
Thei folowen al Jie fauowr of fortune 
And was al his [in] chere as m his herte 
Ouf of ])e grounds a fyre Infernal stsrte 
ffcom Pluto senf . at pe requesf of Satume 
ffor which his hors for fere gan to turns 
And lepe a-side and foundred as he lepe 
And or |iaf Arcyte may taken kepe 
He pighf him on ])s pomsl of his hsusd 
Jjat m ])e place he laie as he were dede 
His bresf to-broste wip his sadel bowe 
As blak he lay as eny cole or erowe 
So was ps blood yronne m his facs 
Anon he was [yjbroujf ouf of ps place 
WiJ) herte sore vnto Theseus palays 
J)o was he coruen ouf of his hamays 
And m a bedde ybrou3t ful fairs and blyue 
ffor he was ^if in memorie and on lyue 
And alway crying" after emelie 
Duke Theseus wijJ al his companye 
Is commen home to Athenes Cite 
"With alle blisse and grete solempnite 
Al be if Jjaf pis auenture is faUs 
He wolde nof discomforte[n] hem alle 
Men ssids eks paf Arcide shuld nof dye 
He shal be helsd of his maladye 
And of anof er pinge pei were as fayne 
paf of hem alle per nas no man slayne 
Al were pei sore ybete and namely on 
paf wip a spere was prelled pe brest bofi 
Two oper woundes and two broken armes 
Somwe had salue and some had charmes 
ffermacies of erbes and ske saue 
pei dionken for pei woH her lyuss haue 

PETWOETH 77 
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GRO0P A. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 77 

Lokeynge vpward vpon pis Emely 

And sche a-jeme him kest a frendsliche eye 2680 

ffor wemmen as to speken m comune 

The folowen al pe fauoure of fortune 

And was al his chers as in his hsrts 

Owts of pe grounde a fire infemale sterte 2684 

ffrom Pluto sent att pe request of satume 

ffor whichs his hors for fere gan to torne 

And leped on side and foundreds as he leppe 

And ar pat Arcite mai taken kepe 2688 

He Piht him on pe Pomel of his beds 

That m ps place he leie as he were dede 

His breste to-brusten wip his sadel bows 

As blaks he lays as any cole or erowe 2692 

So was pe blode ronne iu his face 

Anons he was borne owte of pe place 

"Wipe hert sore to Theseus paleys 

Tho was he coruen outs of his herneys 2696 

And m a bede ybrouht ful faire and blyue 

ffor he was 3it in memorie and a lyus 

And alweie cryemge After Emelye peafs^] 

Due Theseus whipe aft his companye 2700 

Is comen to Athenes his Citee 

"Wip alle blisse and grete solempnite 

Al be it pat pis a-ventur was fatt 

He nolde nouht discomford hem aft 2704 

Men seinden eke pat Arcite schal not deye 

He schal bene helsd of his maladie 

And of anopere [pmg] pei were as feme 

That of hem alle was pere none slems* [*seep.25,re.i9.i 2708 

Al were pei sore hurte and namely one 

pat wipe a spere was prelled his breste bone 

To opsre woundes . and to broken armes 

Some hadden salue and somme hadden charmesf t+Seep. 2s,n.2o.] 

ffermacies of herbes and eks saue 2713 

Thei dronke for pei wolden hir lines haue 
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78 BRoup A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 

ffor wlucli tMs noble due as he wel kan 

Conforteth / and honoureth euery man 2716 

And made reuel / al the longe nyghf 

Vn to the straunge lordes / as was ngBf 

'N& ther was holden / no disconfitynge 

But as a lustes / or a toumeiynge 2720 

ffor soothly / ther was no disconfiture 

ffor fallyng / nys nat hut an Auenture 

IsTe to he lad hy force / vn to the staie 

Vnyolden / and with twenty knygfites take 2724 

persone aUone with outen mo 

And haryed forth / hy Arm[e] / foof and too 

And eke his steede / dryuen forth with staues 

With footmen / hothe yemen and eek knaues 2728 

It nas aretted hym no ■vileynye 

Ther may no man / clepen it cowardye 

^ ffor which anon / due Theseus leet crye 

To stynten / alle rancour and enuye 2732 

The gree / as wel of o syde as of oother 

And eyther syde ylifc as ootheres brother 

And yaf hem yiftes / after hir degree 

And fully / heeld a feeste / dayes three 2736 

And conuoyed / the kynges worthily 

Out of his toun / a loumee largely 

And hoom wente euery man the rigfite way 

Ther was namoore / hut fare wel / haue good day 2740 

Of this hataille / I wol namoore endite 

But speke of Palamon) and of Ajcyte 

Qwelleth the hrest of arcite / and the soore 

^ Encreesseth at his herte / moore and moore 2744 

The clothered blood / for any lechecraff 

Corrupteth / and is in his houk ylaff 

That neither veyne blood / ne ventusynge 

Ne drynke of herbes / may ben his helpynge 2748 

The vertu expulsif / or Animal 

ffro thilke vertu / cleped natural 

EILESMEKE 78 



78 GEOUP A. § 2. knight's talk Hengwrt MS. 

ffor which this noble due / as he wel kan 

Conforteth / and honoureth euery man 2716 

And made reuel / al the longe nyghf 

Vn to the stramige lordes / as was righf 

IT "Ne ther was holden to disconfitynge 

But as a lustes / or a tourneymge 2720 

ffor soothly / there was no disconfiture 

ffor fallyng* nys nat but an auenture 

'Ne to been had by force vn to the stake 

Ynyolden / and with twenty knyghtes take 2724 

A persone allone / with outen mo 

And haryed forth / by arm / foof / and to 

And eek his steede / dryuen forth wit/j staues 

"With footmen / hothe yemen and eek knaues 2728 

It nas arretted hym / no vileynye 

Ther may no man / clepe it cowardye 

IT ffor which anoon / Due Theseus leet crye 

To stynten / al rancour and enuye 2732 

The gre / as wel of oo syde as of oother 

And eyther syde ylyk? as otheres brother 

And yaf hem yiftes / after hir degree 

And fully heeld a feeste / dayes three 2736 

And oonueyed / the kynges worthily 

Out of his toun / a lournee largely 

And hoom wente euery man / the righte way Oeaf se, back] 

Ther was namoore / but fare wel haue good day 2740 

Of this bataille / I wol namoore endite 

But speke of Palamon / and of Arcite 

O weUeth the brest of Arcite / and the soore , ^^m pars tema 

^ Encreese that his herte / moore and moore * ''""^ 

The clothered blood / for any leohecraff 

Corrupteth / and is in his bouk / ylaff 

That neyther veyne blood / ne ventusynge 

Ne drynke of herbes / may been his helpynge 2748 

The vertu expulsyf / or anunal 

firo thilke vertu / clepyd natural 

HENGWKT IS 
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78 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 

ffor which this noble deuk as he wel can Te, 

Confortyth & honoMref euery man 2716 

And made reuel al the longe nyght | ix. ei. 

Vn to J)o strauwgei lordis as was ryght 

!N"e fere was holdyn non disconfitiage 

But as a lustis or a turneynynge 

fibr sothely fere was non disconfiture 

ffor faUynge nys not but an auenture 

Ne to be lad be forse on to the stake 

Vn^oldyn & . with twenty knyghtis I-take 

On persone a-lone with-oute mo 

And haried by arm fote & to 

And ek hese stede dreuyw forth with stauys 

"With footmen hothe 3emen & ek knavys 

It nas arettyd hym no velanye 

There may no man clepe it cowardye 

ffor which a-non deuk Theseus let crye 

To styntyn alle raneure & enuye 

The gre as wel on o syde as of othir 

And eythyr syde liche^ lyk a oferis brothir 

And jeue hem 3iftys aftyr here degre 

And fully held a feste dayis thre 

And conueyed ]>" kyng worthily 

Out of hese town a iurne largely 

And ho?M wente euery man the ryghe way | xn. S3. 

pere was no more but farwel & heue good day 

Of this batayle I wele no more endyte 

But speke we of palamouw & arcite 

SweUyth the brest of Arcite & the sor* 

Encreseth at hese herte more & mor 

The cloterede blod for ony leche-craft 

Corupteth & is m hese bouk I-Mt 

That neyfer veyne blod ne vewtusynge 

!N"e drynk of erbis may ben hese helpymgef [t See p. 25, m. 22.] 

The vertu expulsyf of anyraal 2749 

ffor thilke vertu clepe I natural 
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78 GROUP A. § 2. knight's talk Corpus MS. 

fibr wliich fis noble Due as he wel can 

Confortef and honouref euery man 2716 

And make]) reuel al fe lange nighf 

vnto fe straunge lordes as if was riglif 

Ne far was holden no disconfytyng* 

But* as a lu^tnes or a tomeying* 2720 

ffor sofly far was no disconfiture 

ffor fallyng* nys buf an auenture 

Ife to be ladde by force to jie stake 

Ynyolden and with twenty knightes take 2724 

A persone alone wiJ)outen mo 

And haried forf by arme foof and too 

And eet bis staede driuen forf wijj staues 

"Wijj foot" men bofe yomen and knanes 2728 

If was arretted him no vilanye 

Ther may no man clepe if Cowardie 

ffor which anon Duk' Theseus leaf crie 

To stynte alle rancour and emiye 2732 

The gree as wel of oo syde as of" ojjer 

And eifer side yHk" as of er brojjer pcaf S9] 

And yaf hem 3iftes after here degre 

and fully heeld he feste dayes ]jre 2736 

And conueyed fe kynges worjily 

Ouf of" his toun a iomay largely 

And hom wenf euery man fe righte way 

Ther was namore buf far wel and haue good day 2740 

Of* Jjis bataiUe I wol no more endite 

Buf spake of* Palamon and [of] arcite 

IT SweUe]) fa bresf of Arcite and fe sore 

Encreoe]) af his berte more and more 2744 

The clof-red blood for eny lecheeraff 

Corupte}) and is in his bouk" I-laff 

Thaf" neyfer veyne blood ne yantusynge 

Ne drynk" of berbes may ben his helpynge 2748 

The vertue expulsif" or animal 

£&o ])ilke vertu cleped natural 

COKPUS 78 



78 GROUP A. § 3. knight's taie. Petworth MS. 

ffor whicfi J)is noble duke as he wel can 

ConforteJ) and honourejj euery man 2716 

And made Eeuel al ];e longe nyjf 

Vnto Jie straunge lordes as it was ri3f 

Ne Jere was holde no discomforture 

[ 2720 

. . no gap in the M8.] 

ffor fallinge is by an awenture 

N^e to be lad by force vnto a stake 

Vnjolden and wif sx*' kny3tes take 2724 

A persona alon wij; oute moo 

And haried forji by arme fote and too 

And eke his stede dryvan for]) with staues 

"With fote men bof jemen and [eke] knaues 2728 

It was arettad him. no "vilanye peafss.baek] 

J3er may no man clepe[n] if cowardye 

ffor whicha a-non duke Theseus late crye 

To stynten al rancour and [al] anvia 2732 

Gree fei as wel of on side as of ofer [ms. pei " Gree."] 

And eijier side ylika as ojieras broker 

And 3af hem 3iftes after her dagre 

And fulli heelde a feeste daies Jree 2736 

And conueyed pe kmggas worfely 

Ouf of his toune a loume largely 

And home wenf euery man fe ri3t[e] way 

Iper was no more buf fare wel & haue good day 2740 

f Of J)is bataille I wil no more endite 

Buf speke of Palamon and of Arcyte" 

Swellef fe bresf of Arcyte and fe sore 

Enorasejj af his hexte more and more 2744 

The clotared blood for eny leche craff 

Corrumpeji and is in his body laff 

J3af neifer vayn[e] blood ne ventowsinge 

Ke drinke of herbes may be [him] helpinge 2748 

By vertue expulsif or anymatt 

ffl;o })ilk[e] vertu cleped naturaft 

X PETWOKTH 98 



78 group a. § 2. knight's tale, Lansdowne MS. 

ffor whiche Jjis noble due as he wele canne Teseide. 

Comfortefe and honourajia euery man . 2716 

And makaj) rauel al fa hole nyht I rx. ei. 

Vnto Jie straunge lordes as it was riht 

Ne far was holden no descomfytinge 

Bot as a lustenas or a torneyinge 2720 

ffor Sothely fere was none disconfiture 

ffor faUinge nys bot aventure 

ISTa to [be] ladde be force to fe stake 

yn-3olden and wif twenty knyhtas take 2724 

A persone al a-lone wif-owten mo 

And haried forf by arme fote and to 

And eke his stede dreuen forfe wif staue 

WiJ) foote men bofe 3emen and knaves 2728 

It was aritted him no velanie 

Ther male no man clepe it cowardie 

ffor whicha a-nona Due Theseus lete one 

To stinte al rancor and envie 2732 

The gree as wele of f e o side as of fe ofere ix. 5*. 

And eyfer side yhke as ofera brofere 

And 3af hem 3aftes after here degree ^ii so 

And fuUy halde ha feste daies free 2736 m/teen days. 

And Conveiede f e kynges worf elye 

Oute of his toune a lourney largely 

And home went euery man f e riht waye i xii. ss. 

There was no mora bot fare wele and haue good daie 2740 

Of f IS bataile .1. wil no more endite [leaf si, back] 

Bot speke of Palamon and of Arcite 

IT Swellefe fe bresta of Arcite and fe sore* [«seep.25,M.2i.] ; Seex.ii. 

Encresef att his hert more and more 2744 ; 

The clotred blode for any leche-crafte 

Corruptaf and is in his bouke . ylafte 

|3at neyf er vemblode ne ventusinge 

liTe drinke of herbes maie be his helpiugef tt seep.2B, ».22.] 

The vertue expulsif or anymal J2749 

ffro f ilka vertue cleped natural 

LANSDOWN^; 78 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere 

"Se may the venym / voyden Be expelle 
The pipes of his longes / gonne to swelle 
And euery lacerte / in his hrest adoun 
Is shenf with venym and corrupoion 
Hym gayneth neither for to gete his lifi 
Vomyt vpward / ne dounward laxatifi 
Al IS tobrosten / thilte Eegionn 
Nature hath now / no dommacioun 
And certeinly / ther Nature wol nat wirche 
ifare wel Phisik" go her the man to chirche 
This al and som / that Arcita moot dye 
ffor which / he sendeth / after Emelye 
And Palamon / that was his cosyn deere 
Thanne seyde he thus / as ye shal after heere 
1 Naught may / the woful spirit in myn herte 
Declare o pomf of alle my sorwes smerte 
To yow my lady / that I loue moosf 
But I hiquethe / the seruyce of my goosf 
To yow / abouen euery creature 
Syn fat my lyf / [it] may no lenger dure 
Alias the wo / alias the peynes stronge 
That I for yow haue suifred / and so longe 
Alias the deeth / alias myn Emelye 
Alias / departynge of our compaignye 
Alias myn hertes queene / alias my wyP 
Myn hertes lady / endere of my lyf/ 
Wliat is this world / what asketh men to haue 
Now with his loue / now in his colde graue 
AUone / with outen any compaignye 
ffare wel / my swete foo / myn Emelye 
And softe taak me / ra youre Armes tweye 
ffor loue of god / and herkneth what I seye 
T haue heer / witJi my cosyn Palamon 
^ Had strif and rancour/ many a day agon 
ffor loue of yow / and for my lalousye 
And luppiter / so wys my soule gye 

ELLESMEEE 79 



S. 79 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt 

Ne may the venym / voyden ne expeUe 

2752 The pipes of his longes / gan to swelle 
And euery lacerte / m his brest adown 
Is shenf with venym and corrupcioun 

[leaf 34] Hym gayneth neither / for to gete his lyf 

2756 Vomyt vpward / ne downward laxatyP 
Al IS to brosten / thilke regioun 
Nature / hath no dominacioun 
And certeinly / ther nature wol nat werche 

2760 ffare wel Phisyk? . go ber the man to cherche 
This al and som / fat Arcita moot dye 
ffor which / he sendeth after Emelye 
And Palamon / fat was his cosyn deere 

2764 Thanne seyde he thus / as ye shal after heere 
^ Nat may the woful spirit in myn herte 
Declare a pomf of alle my sorwes smerte 
To yow my lady / fat I loue moosf 

2768 ^^t I byquethe / the seruice of my goosf 
To yow / abouen euery creature 
Syn fat my lyf / may no lenger dure 
Alias the wo / alias the peynes stronge 

2772 That I for yow haue suffred / and so longe 
Alias the deeth / alias myn Emelye 
Alias / departyng* of oure compaignye 
Alias myn hertes queene / alias my wif 

277g Myn hertes lady / endere of my lyf 

What is this world / what axeth men to haue 
Now with his loue / now in his colde graue 
[ 

2780 

no gap in the MS-I 

If I haue heer / with my cosyn Palamon) 
n_Q , Had stryf and rancour / many a day goii) 
ffor loue of yow / and for my lalousye 
And luppiter / so wys my soule gye 

HENGWKT 79 



I X. 12. 
; X 3?, 6L 



X. 54-5. 



». 79 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 79 

Ne may the vertu voyde ne expeUe 
2752 The pypisofheselungysgumne to swelle* [« See p. 25,11. 23.] 2752 
And euery lacerte in hese brest adoun 
Is schent -with vertu & corupcyouw 
Hym gaynyth neyf er for to gete his lyf 
2756 Vomyt vpwar ne douwward laxatyf 2756 

Al is to-brostyn / thilke regioun 

Nature hath no domynacyouH f [t See p. 25, n. 23.] 

And serteynly fere nature wele not werch 

2760 ffarwel fysyk go here the man to scherche 2760 

This al and sum that arcite mot deye 

ffor which he sendyth Aftyr Emalye 

And palamouw that was hese cosyn dere 

2764 Tha?me seyde he fus as je schul aftyr here 2764 

Nowt may the woful spyxt in myn herte 

Declare on poynt of alle my«ne sorwis smerte 1 

Do 30W myn lady that I loue most peafiro] | 

2768 But I be-quethe the spyrit of myne gost 2768 ' x. et. 

To 30W a-bouy« euery cryature | 

Syn that my» lyf may no lengere dure ; 

Alias the wo alias the peynys stronge 

2772 That I for jow haue suffered & so longe 2772 

OeafSTj Alias the deth alias myn Emelye 

Alias the partjmge of oure cuTwpaynye 
Alias myn hertis queue alias myn wif 
2776 Myn hertis lady endere of myn lyf 2776 

What is this world what askyn men to haue 
Now with hese loue now in hese colde graue 
A-lone wMoutyn ony cumpanye 
2780 ffarewel myn swete fo myn emelye 2780 

And softe tak me in joure armys tweyej n See p. 25, m. 24.] I 
ffor loue of god & herkene what I schal seye "^ 

I haue here wtt/i myn cosyn palamouw [ x. 

2784 Had strif & rancnr manye a day agon 2784 

ffor loue of 30W & for myn lelusye 
And lupiter so wisely myw soule gye 

CAMBRIDGE 79 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 79 

Ke may Jje venym voide ne expelle/ 

The pipes of* his longes gan to swelle 2752 

And euery lacerte in his bresfr adorm. 

Is sohenf with venym and cormpciown 

Him gayne]) neyfer for to gate his lijf* 

Tomyf vpward ne doun-ward laxatif" 2756 

Al is to-hrusten Jjilke region 

K"ature haf no dominacion 

And certeynly Jer nature wil nofr werche 

ifare ^¥el phisik' go here fe man to cherche / 2760 

This al and som faf arcita mof dye 

ffor which he sendeth after Emelye 

And Palamon faf was his cousyn deere 

Than seyde he Jjus as je schal after heere 2764 

IT K'af may J)e woful spirif in myn herte 

Declare a poynf of" aUe my sorwes smerte 

To you my lady Jjaf I loue moosf 

But" I hiquefe ])e seruice of" my gost" 2768 

To yow ahouen euery creature / 

Syn fat my lijfi may no lenger dure neaf S9, baot] 

Alias Jie woo alias fe pejmes stronge / 

That" I for jou haue sufEred and so longe / 2772 

Alias pe deth alias myn Emelye 

AUas departyng' of" oure companye 

Alias myn hertes queene alias my lyf" 

Myn hertes lady endere of" my lif 2776 

What is J)is world whaf axed men to haue 

Now with with his loue now in his colde graue 

Allone wifouten eny companye 

ffar-wel my sweete foo myn Emelye 2780 

And softe take me in joure armes tweye 

ffor loue of god and herknep whaf I seye 

IT I haue here with my cosyn Palamon 

Hadde strip and rancour many a day agon 2784 

ffor loue of! yow and for my lalousye 

And luppiter so wis my soule gye 

COKPTJS 79 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 79 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's TAiiE. Lansdowns MS. 79 



Ne may pe venyme voide ne expeUe 
The pipes of his longges gan to swell 
And euery laeerf ia his herf adoun 
Is shenf wip venyme and corrupcioMn 
Hym GeyneJ) neifer forto gete his Uf 
Vomjrte vpward' ne dounwarij laxatif 
Al IS to-hrosten thilk[e] region 
2^ature haj) no dcmiinaoidn 
And certeinly fer natwre wil not" wirche 
ffarewel Phisik go here pe man to chirche 
This IS att and some Jjaf Arcita most* die 
fifor which he sendej) after EmeUe 
And Palamon his cosyne dere 
pan seide he pus as 36 shal after here 
M"of may my woful spirite in myn herf 
Declare a poynf of my sorowes smerf 
To 30U my lady paf I loue moste 
Buf I biqueth pe seruise of my gooste 
To 30U ahouen euery creature 
Sip paf my lif[e] may no lenger dure 
AUas pe woo alias pe peynes stronge 
paf I for 30U haue suffred and so longe 
Alas pe depe alas myn Emelie 
Alas departinge of our companye 
Alas my hertes queue alas my lief wif 
Myn hertes lady endere of my lif 
Whaf is pe worl(J whaf axen men to haue 
Kow wip his loue nowe in his cold[e] graue 
Allone wip oute[n] eny companye 
ffare wel my foo fare wel myn Emely 
Aad softe take me in 30ure [armes] twey 
ffor loue of god herkenep whaf I seie 
I haue here wip my Cosyn Palamon 
Had strif and rancoure mony day agon 
ffor loue of 30U and for my lelousie 
And luMter so wis my soule gye 

PETWOUTH 79 
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2756 



2760 



2764 

LIeafS9] 



2768 



2772 



2776 



2780 



2784 



Ne male pe venrme voide ne expelle 

The pipes of his longes gan to swelle* p see p. 25, ». asj 

And euery lacert m his hreste adowne 

Is schent wip venim and corrupcione 

Him gaynep neyper for [to] gete his life 

vomet vpwarde ne donewarde laxatif 

Att IS to-hruston pilke Eegiofi 

ISTature hape no dominacion . f 

And 'certeinly . per nature wil nou3t wirche 

ffare wele Phisike go here pe man to chirche 

This aft and some pat Arcita most deye 

ffor whiche he sendep after Emelye 

And Palamon pat was his cosine dere 

•!!■ Than seide he pus as 30 schal after here 

Nouht may pe woful speret m myne herte 

Declare a pomte of al my sorwes smarte 

To 30W my lady pat .1. loue moste 

Bot .1. he-quepe pe seruise of my goste 

To 3owe a-boue euery creature 

Sen pat my life may no longer dure 

Alas pe woo alas pe peynes stronge 

That .1. for 3owe haue suffred . and so longe 

Alas pe dep alas myne Emelye 

Alas departyinge of owre compaignie 

Alas myn hertes queene Alas my lif 

Mine hert-is lady endere of my Uf 

What 18 pis werlde what axed men to haue 

Nowe wip his loue nowe in his colde graue 

Alon wip-owten any compaignie 

ffare wele my swete foo myne Emylye 

And soft take me in 3oure armes tweye J 

ffor pe loue of god and herken what .1. seye 

.1. haue here my Cosm Pakmon 

Had strif and rancoure mony a day agone ' 

ffor loue of 3owe and for my lelousye 

And lubiter so wisse my sowle gye 
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80 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale, Ellesmere MS. 

To speken / of a seruant proprely 

With alle circumstances trewely 2788 

That is to seyn / trouthe / honour knygfithede 

"Wysdom / humblesse / estaaf and heigh kynrede 

fFredom / and al that longeth to that Arf 

So luppiter / haue of my soule parf 2792 

As in this world / right now ne knowe I noii 

So worthy to ben loued as Palamon 

That serueth yow / and wol doon al his lyf 

And if that euere / ye shul hen a wyf 2796 

fforyet nat Palamon / the gentil man 

And with that word / his speche faille gan 

And from his herte / vp to his brest was come 

The coold of deeth / that hadde hym otieroome 2800 

And yet moore oner / for in hise Armes two 

The "vital strengthe is lost / and al ago 

Oonly / the mtellecf with onten moore peaf 34, back] 

That dwelled m his herte / syk and soore 2804 

Gan faillen / when the herte felte deeth 

Dusked hise eyen two / and faUled breeth 

But on his lady yet" caste he his eye 

His laste word / was mercy Emelye 2808 

His spirit chaunged hous / and wente ther 

As I cam neuere / I kan nat teUen wher 

Therfore I stynte / I nam no diuinistre 

Of soules / fynde I nat in this Eegistre 2812 

Ne me ne lisf thilke opinions to telle 

Of hem / though fat they writen wher they dwelle 

Arcite is coold / ther Mars his soule gye 

'Now wol I speken forth of Emelye 2816 

Qhrighte Emelye / and howleth Palamon 

^ And Theseus / his suster took anon 

Swownynge / and baar hire fro the corps away 

What helpeth if to tanen forth the day 2820 

To tellen how she weepe / bothe eue and morwe 

ffor in swich cas / wommen haue swich sorwB 

EILESMEUE SO 



80 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 

To speken / of a seruaunt proprely 

With circumstaunces alle / trewely 2788 

That is to seyn / trouthe / honour / knyghthede 

Wisdom / humblesse / estaat / and lieigh kynrede 

ffredom / and al / that longeth to that arf 

So luppiter / haue of my soule parf 2792 

As in this world / right now ne knowe I non 

So worthy to been loued / as Palamon 

That serueth yow / and wol doon al his lyf" 

And if Jjfflt euere / ye shal been a wyf" 2796 

fforyet nat Palamon / the gentil man 

And with that word / his speche faUle gan 

ffor from his feef vp to his brest was come 

The coold of deeth / fat hadde hym ouercome 2800 

And yet moore ouer / for m his armes two 

The vital strengthe / is losf and al ago 

Oonly the Intellecf with oute moore 

That dwelled m his herte / syk and soore 2804 

Gan faUlen / whan the herte felte deeth 

Dusked hise eyen two / and fayled breeth 

But on his lady / yet caste he his eye 

His laste word / was mercy Emelye 2808 

His spirit chaunged hous / and wente ther 

As I cam neuere / I kan nat tellen wher 

Therfore I stynte / I nam no dyuynystre 

Of soules / fynde I nat in this Eegistre 2812 

Ne me ne lysf thilke opynyons to telle 

Of hem / thogh fat they writen wher they dwelle 

Arcite is coold / ther Mars his soule gye 

Ifow wol I speken / forth of Emelye 2816 

^ Shrighte Emelye / and howleth Palamon UeafST.back] 

And Theseus / his suster took anon 

Swownynge / and baar hire fro the corps away 

What helpeth if to tarien forth the day 2820 

To tellen how she weepe / bothe eue and morwe 

ffor m swich caas / wommen haue swich sorwe 

HENGWET 80 



80 gboup a. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 



[leaf 170, back] 



To spekyn of a seruaunt proprely 

Wit^ aUe circujHstaumcys trewely 

That IS to seyne / strenth . honowr . knyghede 

Wisdam . vmblesse . estat . & hey kynrede . 

ffredom . & al that longith to that art 

So lupiter haue of myn soule part 

As m Jus world now ne knowe I non 

So worthi to be louyd as palamon 

That seruyth 30W & wele don al hese lyf 

And ^i£ that euere 36 schul be a wif 

ffor-jet not palamouw the gentyl man* 

And with that word hese speche fayle gan 

ffor from hese herte vp to hese brest was come 

The colde of deth fat hadde hym ouercome 

And jit more ouyr for in hese armys two 

The vital strenthe is lost & al a-go 

Only the intellect with-ontjn more 

That dwellede m hese herte syk & sore 

Gan fayle whan the herte felte deth 

Dusked hese eyne f & faylede breth 

But on hese lady jit caste he hese eye 

Hese laste word was mercy Emelye 

Hese spyrit schaungede hous & wente fere 

As I cam neuere I can not telle where 

There-fore I stynte I neam no dyuynystere 

Of soulys fynde I not in f is registre 

Ne me ne leste thilke opynyouwnys to telle 

Of hem though they write / where fat fey dwelle 

Aicyte is cold there Mars hese soule gye 

Now wele I speke forth of Emelye 

Schrikte Emelye & houlith palamouM 

And thesyus hese sistyr tok a-non 

Swouwnynge & bar here from the cors away 

Wha helpith it to tarie forth the day 

To telle how sche wep bothe eue & mo.rwe 

ffor in swich cas wemen haue swich sorwe 
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80 



GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS, 



To speken ofi a seruant' propurly 

With, circumstances alle trewely 2788 

Thaf is to seia troufe honour and knightliede 
Wisdom hmnblesse estaf and heigh kynrede 
ffredom and al fat* longej) to ]ia,V arf 
So luppiter haue of my soule parte 2792 

As in ])is worlde righf now knowe I non 
So worjji to he loued as Palamon 
Thaf seruej) yow and -wil don aft his lijf 
And if Jiaf euere je schal he a wij? 2796 

iforyete naf Palamon the gentUman 
And with. Jjaf word his speche faUe gan 
ffor from his feet" vnto his hresf was come 
The colde of" def Jiaf hadde him ouercome / 2800 

And yef more ouer for in his armes tuo 
The vital strengfe is losf and aft ago 
Oonly pe intellecte wifoute more 

Thaf dwelled in his herte sifc" and sore / 2804 

Gan faUlen whan fe herte felte de)) 

Busked his yhen tuo and failed hrej) peaf «] 

Buf on his lady jet cast* he his yhe 

His laste word was mercy Emelye 2808 

his spirif changed hous and wente Jiere 
As I cam neuer I can nougtf telle where 
Therfore I stynte I am no dyuinistre 
Of soules fynde I naf in Jjaf registre 2812 

Ne me ne lisf filke opinions to telle 
Of hem JjougB Jiaf fey writen wher fei dueUe 
Arcite is cold faf mars his soule gye 
'Now wol I speke forth of Emelye 2816 

Schrighte Emelye and houlej) Palamon) 
And Theseus his suster took" anoon) 
Swounyng' and bar hire fro pe cors away 
Whaf helpe)) if to taiien forf f e day 2820 

To tellen how sche weepe hofe eue and morwe 
ffor in such caas wommen haue such sorwe 
CORPUS 80 



80 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 

To speken of a seruaunf proprely 

WiJ) circumstaunces al trewly 2788 

]3af IS to seyn troutfi. honure and knyjthede 

Wisdom humhlesse estat and higB kynrede 

ffredom and al Jjaf longef to faf art- 

So luhiter haue on my soule parf- 2792 

As in fis worlde rijf now know I none- 

So worpi to he bUoued as Palamon 

J3af seruep 30U and wil do. al his liff 

And if Jiat je shal euer bene a wif 2796 

fforjete nof Palamon pe gentile man 

And wiJ) paf worde his speche faile bygan 

ffor from his fete vnto J>e herf was come 

pe colde of dep pat had him ouercome 2800 

And jif more ouer for in his armes twoo Deaf sg, back] 

pe v[i]tal strengtli is losf and al ago 

Only pe intellecte wip oute more 

paf dwelled in his herte sik a7id sore 2804 

Gan fallen whan pe herte felte detli 

Dusken his eyen two and failep brepe 

Buf on his lady 3it cast he his ye 

His laste word was mercy Emelye 2808 

His spirif chaunged hens and went[e] pere 

As I cam neuere I can nof telle where 

Therfor I stinf I am no dyvynystre 

Of soules fynde I nof in pis registers 2812 

Ke me ne lisf pUk opynyons to telle 

Of hem pouje pat pei writen wher pei dwelle 

Arcite is colde paf mars his soule gye 

Ifow wU I speken forp of emely 281 6 

Shrite Emely an halowen Palamon 

And Theseus his suster" toke an5n 

Swownyngt and bar Mr" fro his coiirs away 

Whaf helpep if vs to tarien forp pe day 2820 

To tellen ho we she wepte bop euen and morowe 

ffor in suche caas worremen han suche sorowe 

PKTWOKTH 80 



80 GROUP A. § Z. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS: 



To speken of a seruant propurlye 

Wip circumstance al trewlye 

That IS to seine treupe honoar knyhthede 

Wisdome humhlesse estat and hihe kinrede 

ffredom and al pat longep to pat arte 

So' lupiter haue of my soule parte 

As in pis werlde riht nowe knowe J. none- 

So worpi to be loued as Palamone 

That seruep 30U and wele done al his lyue 

And jef pat euer ^e schaft be a wiue 

ffor-jete not Palamon pe gentUman* 

And wip pat worde his speche faile gan 

ffor frome his fete vn to his breste was come 

The colde of depe pat had him ouercome 

And jite more ouer for m his armes tuo 

The vital strengep is loste and al a-go 

Onely pe mtellecte wipthe-owten more 

That dwelled m his hert sik and sore 

Gan faylen whan pe hert felte pe depe 

Busked his yen two and failed brepe 

But on his lady jit kaste he his eye 

His laste worde was mercy Emelye 

His sprete chaungede house and wente pere 

As .1. cam neuer .1. can nouht tel where 

There-fore .1. stinte .1. am no diuinistre 

Of soules fynde .1. nouht in pis registre 

JSTe me ne liste pUke opinions to tefte 

Of hem . pouhepat pei wreten where pei dweUe 

Arcite is colde lat mars his soule guye 

IT ITowe wil .1. speken forpe of Emelye 

Shrighte. Emelye and houlep Palamone 

And Theseus his suster he toke anone 

Swonjoige and bare hire fro pe cors awaie 

What helpep it to tarien forpe pe dale 

To telle howe sche wepe hope eue and morwe 

ffor in suche caas wemmen han suche sorwe 

LANSDOWNE 80 
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2812 



2816 



[ XL a 



2820 



Gnoup A. § 2. knight's tale, Ellesmere MS. 81 

Whan fat liir housbond? / is from hem ago 

That for the moore parf they sorwen so 2824 

Or ellis / fallen m swich maladye 

That at the laste / certemly they dye 

^ Infinite / been the sorwes and the teeres 

Of olde folk / and eek of tendre yeeres 2828 

In al the toun / for deeth of this Thehan 

ffor hym ther wepeth / hothe child and man 

So greet a "wepyng* was ther noon certayn 

Whan Ector "was ybroght / al fressB. yslayn 2832 

To Troye / alias the pitee fat was ther 

Cracohynge of chekes / rentynge eek of heer 

Why woldestow be deed / thise wommen crye 

And haddest gold ynough / and Emelye 2836 

^ !N"o man / myghte gladen Theseus 

Sauyiige / his olde fader Egeiis 

That knew / this worldes transmutaciofl 

As he hadde / seyn it / vp and doun 2840 

loye after wo / and wo after gladnesse 

And shewed / hem ensamples and liknesse 

T) ighf as ther / dyed neuere man quod he f Argumontom 

-*-^ That he ne lyuede m erthe / m som degree 2844 

Eight so / ther lyuede iieuer man he seyde 

In al this world / fat som tyme he ne deyde 

This world / nys but a thurghfare ful of wo 

And we been pilgrymes / passynge to and fro 2848 

Deeth is an ende / of euery worldes soore 

And ouer al this / yet seyde he muchel moore 

To this effect! ful wisely / to enhorte Deaf 35] 

The peple / that they sholde hem reconforte 2852 

TVuo Theseus / with al his bisy cure 

■^ Cast now / wher that the sepulture 

Of goode Arcite / may best ymaked be 

And eek" moost honurable m Ins degree 2856 

And at the laste / he took conclusion 

That ther as first* Aicite and Palamon 

6 ELLESMEEE 81 



GEOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 81 

Whan fat hir housbondes / been from hem ago 

That for the moore parf they sorwen so 2824 

Or ellis faUen / m swich a maladye 

That at the laste / certemly they dye 

IT Infinite / been the sorwes and the teerys 

Of ojde folk? . and folk of tendre yeerys 2828 

In aU the town for the deeth of this Theban 

ffor hym ther wepeth bothe child a[nd] man 

So greet wepyng* was ther noon certayn 

Whan Ector was broghf al fressB. yslayn 2832 

To Troye / alias the pitee fat was ther 

Craochynge of chekes / rentyng eek of heer 

Why woldestow be deed / thise wommen crye 

And haddest gold ynow / and Emelye 2836 

^ No man / myghte gladen Theseus 

Sauyngf his olde fader Egeus 

That knew / this worldes transmutaoioun 

As he hadde seyn it chaungen / bothe vp and down 2840 

loye after wo / and wo after gladnesse 

And shewed hem / ensample and lyknesse 

^ Eight as ther deyed neuere man / quod he Argumentum. 

That he ne lyued m erthe / in som degree 2844 

Eight so / ther lyued neuere man he seyde 

In al this world / fat som tyme he ne deyde 

This world nys but a thurghfare / ful of wo 

And we been pUgrymes / passynge to and fro 2848 

Deeth is an ende / of euery worldly soore 

And ouer al this / yet seyde he muchel moore 

To this effecf ful wysly / to enhorte 

The peple / that they sholde hem reconforte 2852 

^ Due Theseus / with al his bisy cure 

Caste now / wher that the sepulture 

Of goode Arcite / may best ymaked be 

And eek moost honurable / in his degree 2856 

And at the laste / he took conclusion) Deaf ss] 

That ther / as first* Arcite and Palamon) 

6 HENGWRT 81 



GEOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 81 

Whan that here hosbondys ben from hem a-go 
That for the more part fey sorwe so 2824 

Or eUys faUyn m swich maledye 
That at the laste serteynly fey deye 
Infynyte ben / the sorwis & f e terys 
Of olde folk & folk of tendere jerys 2828 

In al the toun for deth of this Theban 
ffor hym there wepith bof "^ chUd & man 
So gret a wepynge was there non sertayn 
Whan Ettor^ was brought 1 al frosch I-slayn [itt,t:mo(iei-»] 
To troye alias the pete fat was there 2833 

Crachynge of chekys / rentynge of ^here ph: uterT, 

Whi woldist f ou ben ded f ese wemen crye 
And haddyst gold I-now & emelye 2836 

JSTo man myghte glade Thesjrus* [« See p. 25, «t. 26.] 

Sauynge hese olde fadyr egyus 

That knew this worldis transmutaoyoun [leaf 171] 

As he hadde seyn it vp & dou?j 2840 

loye aftyr wo & wo aftyr gladnesse 
And schewede hem ensauwplys & lyknesse 
Eyglit^ as fere deyede neuere man qtiod he 
That he ne leuede m erthe m sum degre 
Eyght so fere leuede neuere man he seyde 
In al this world that sumtjone he ne deyede 
This world is not but a thowrfare ful of wo 
And we ben pilgrymys passynge to & fro 
Deth is an ende of euery wordely sore 
And oueral f is 3it seyde he mechil more 
To this effect ful wisely to enhorte 

The pule that fey schulde hew? reconforte 2852 

Deuk Thesyus with al hese besi cure 
Cast now wher* fat f sepulture i*r: later] 

Of goode Arcyt may best I-makyd be 
And ek most honurable in hese degre 2856 . 

And at the laste he tok conclusioure 
That fere as fyrst arcite & palamoura 
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"WTiaii faf here housbondes ben fro Lem a-go 

Thaf for Je more parf Jjei sorwen so 2824 

Or elles fallenin swich. a maladye 

That* atte lasts certeinly fey dye 

Infinite ben fe sorwes and pe teeres 

Of olde folk' And folk' of" tendre jeeres 2828 

In ait fe toun for def of fis Teban 

ffor bun fer weepe)) bofe child and man 

So gref weepynge -was fer non certayn 

Wban Ector was brougbf al fressB y-slayn 2832 

To Troye alias the pite faf was fere 

Cracchingf of" cheekes rendyng< eefc of here 

Whi woldestow ben deed jiis wommen crye 

And haddesf gold ynough and Emelye 2836 

Ho man mighte gladen Theseus 

Sanyng' his olde fader Egeus 

That" knew ])is worldes transmntaoiown 

As he hadde sejm if vp and doun 2840 

loye after woo and woo after gladnesse 

And scheweth hem ensample and Kknesse tieaf«,back] 

Eighf as Jjer dede neuer man quod he 

That" he ne lyued in erfe in som degree / 2844 

Eight" so fer lyuede neiiere man he seyde 

In al ])is world faf som tyme he ne deyde 

This world is not" but" a furghfare ful of" wo 

And we ben pUgrimes passyng" to and fro 2848 

Def is an ends of" euery worldly sore 

And ouer al fis jef seide he mochel more 

To J)is effect" ful wisly to enhorte 

The poeple . fat" fei sohulde him reconforte 2852 

Due" Theseus with aft his busy cure 

Cast" now wher faf fe Sepulture 

Of" good arcite may best" y-maked be 

And eek" most" honorable m his degre 2856 

And at" f e last" he took" conclusion 

That" fer as ferst" arcite and Palamon 
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Whan fat" her husbondes bene fro hem a-goo 

[That] fibr fe more parte fei sorowen soo 

Or ellis fallen m such Maladie 

fat" at" f e laste certeynly f ei die 

Infinite harmes bene and eke f e teeres 

Of olde folk and folk of tendere ^eres 

In aft f e toun for deth of f is Thebean 

ffor him f er wepen bof [e] chiW and man 

So grete weping" was f er [non] certayn 

Whan Ector was [yjbroujt" and fressh ysclayn 

To Troy alias f e pite f at" was fere 

Cracching" of chekes renting" eke of here 

Whi woldest" f ou be dede f ise wommen crie 

And haddest" golcJ ynoghe and emelye 

H"o man myght" glade Theseus 

Sauyng" his olde fadere Egeus 

That" knewe f is worldes transmutacio2m 

As he had sene it" vp and doun 

loie after woo and woo aftere gladnesse 

And shewef hem ensample and liknesse 

Rijt" as f er dyed neuer man quod he 

f at" he ne lyned m erf e in som degre 

Ei3t" so ther lyued neuere man he seide 

In al f IS world' fat" somtjmie he ne deyed 

f IS world' IS nou^t" but" a f orght" fare ful of woo 

And we bene pilgrymes passing" to and froo 

Def IS an ende of euery worldly sore 

And ouer al f is ^it seide he mychel more 

To f is effecte ful wisely to enhorte 

f e puple fat f ei . hem shul recomforte 

Duke Theseus wif al his bisy Cure 

Tastef nowe where f at" f e sepulture 

Of good Arcite may best" ymaked be 

And eke most" honurable of degre 

And atte last" he toke conclusion 

That" f er as first" Aicite and Palamon 
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Whan fat her husbondes bene fro hem a-go 

That for f e more part f ei sorwen so 

Or elles fallen in suche a maladie 

))at att last certeinly f ei deye 

Infinite bene f e so[r]wes and f e teres 

Of olde folke . and folke of tendur jeres 

In att f e toune for def e of f is Thebawne 

ffor him fere wepef bof e childe and manne 

So grete wepeynge was fere none certeme 

Whan Ector was brouhte and frissche y-sleme 

To troye Alas f e pite fat was fere 

Cracchemge of chekes rendinge eke of here 

Whi woldest f ou be dede f is we?»inen crye 

And haddest golde y-nouhe and faire Emelye 

No man myht glad Theseus * t* see p. as, n. 26o 

Saueynge his olde fader Egeus 

That knewe f is werlde transmutacione 

As he had seme it vp and doune 

loy after woo and woo after gladnesse 

And sohewef hem ensample and likkenesse 

Eiht as fere dide neuer man quod he 

That he ne leuede m Erthe in sum degre 

Eiht so fere leued neuer man he seide 

In Al f IS werlde fat sum time he ne deide 

This werlde is nouht hot a f oruhe-faire ful of woo 

And we bene Pelgremes passmge to and fro 

Def e is an ende of euery werldly sore 

And ouer al f is 3itte seide he muche more 

To fis effect ful wisly to enhorte 

The peple fat f ei scholde him recomforte 

f Duo Theseus wif al his besi cure 

Cast nowe where fat f e sepulture 

Of goode Arcite y best ymakede be 

And eke moste honurable m his degre 

And att f e laste he toke conclusione 

That fere as iii-st Arcite and Palamone 
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82 eBoup A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 



Hadden for loue / tlie bataille liem bitwene 
TlisiV m that selue groue / swoote and grene 
Tlier as lie hadde / liise amoreuse desires 
His compleynte / and for lone liise hoots fires 
He wolde make a fyr / in which the ofS.ce 
ffuneral / he myghte al accomplice 
And leet comande anon / to hakke and hewe 
The okes olde / and leye hem on a rewe 
In colpons / wel arrayed for to brenne 
Hise Officers / with swifte feet they renne 
And ryden anon / at his comandemenf 
And after / this / Theseus hath ysent" 
After a beere / and it al oner spradde 
"With clooth of gold / the richeste / fat he hadde 
And of the same suyte / he cladde Arcite 
Vp on his hondes / hadde he gloues white 
Eek on his heed / a coroune of laiirer grene 
And in his hond / a swerd ful bright and kene 
He leyde hym bare the visage / on the beere 
Ther-with he weepe / that pitee was to heere 
And for the peple / sholde seen hym aJle 
Whan it was day / he broghte hym to th<e halle 
That roretli / of the criyng< and the soun 
f The cam this woful Theban Palamon) 
"With flotery herd / and rugged assBy heeres 
In clothes blake / ydropped al with teeres 
And passynge othere / of wepynge Emelye 
The rewefuUeste / of al the compaignye 
[And] In as muche / as the seruyce sholde be 
The moore noble / and riche in his degree 
Due Theseus / leet forth thre steedes brynge 
That trapped were in steel al gliterynge 
And couered with the armes of daun Arcite 
Vp on thise steedes / grete and white 
Ther sitten folk" of whiche oon baar his sheel(5 
Another his spare / in his hondes heeld' 
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82 GEOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 

Hadden for loue / the bataille hem bitwene 

That in the selue groue / swoote and grene 2860 

Ther as he hadde / hise amorouse desires 

His complemte / and for loue his hote fyres 

He wolde make a fyr / in which the ofiS.ce 

ifuneral / he myghte al acomplice 2864 

And leet anoon comaunde / to hakke and hewe 

The okes olde / and leyen hem on a rewe 

In colpons / wel arrayed for to brenne 

Hise officers / with swifte feef they renne 2868 

And ryde anoon / at his comandemenf 

And after this / Theseus hath ysenV 

After a Beere / and it al ouerspradde 

"With clooth of gold / the richeste Ipat he hadde 2872 

And of the same suyte / he cladde Arcite 

Vp on his handes / his gloues white 

Eek on his heed / a coroune of laurer greene 

And m his hand / a swerd ful bright and keene 2876 

He leyde hym bare the visage / on the beere 

Ther with he weepe /' pat pitee was to heere 

And for the peple / sholde seen hym aUe 

Whan it was day / he broghte hym to the halle 2880 

That roreth / of the cryyng* and the sown 

Tho cam / this woful Theban Palamon) 

With flotry herd / and ruggy asshy heerys 

In clothes blake / ydropped al with teerys 2884 

And passyng* othere / of wepyng Emelye 

The rufuUeste / of al the compaignye 

In as muche / as the seruyce sholde be 

The moore noble / and ryche m his degree 2888 

Due Theseus / leet forth thre steedes brynge 

That trapped weren m steel al gliterynge 

And couered with the armes / of daun Arcite 

Vp on thise steedes / grete and whyte 2892 

Ther seten folk / of which oon baar his sheeld 

Another his spere / vp on his hondes heeld 
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82 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 

Haddyn for loue the batayle hem be-twene Tesdoe. 

That y selue groue sote & grene 2860 

Ther as he hadde hese amerouse desyres 

Hese coTOpleynt & for loue hese hote fyres 

He wolde make a fyr in whiche thoffys 

funeral . he myghte al a-eomplice 2864 

And let comaunde anon to hakke & hewe 

The okys olde & leyn hem on a rewe 

In culpouwnys wel arayed for to brenne 

Hese oifyserys witA swifte feet fey rewne 

And ryde a-non at hese comauwdement 

And aftyr Jjis thesius hath sche sent . ^l is. 

Aftyr a here & it al ouer-spradde 

With cloth of gold the rycheste that he hadde 2872 

And of the same sute he cladde arcite 

Vp-on hese hondis hese glouys whyte 

Ek on hese hed a corowne of laurer grene Dean 71, back] 

And m hese hand a swerd ful brygh & kene 2876 

He leyde hym bare ]>^ vesage on the here 

Therwith he wept fat pete was to here 

And for the puple schulde sen hym alle 

"Whan it was day he broughte hym to ]>" halle 2880 . 

That roryth of ]>" cryinge & J)^ soun 

Tho cam ])is woful Theban Palamuw 

With flotery & rogi flateri herys 

In clopjs blake I-droppid al with terys 2884 . 

And passynge ofere of wepynge Emelye* [•Seep.25,n.27.] 

The reufuleste of al the cumpaynye 

In as meche as the seruyse schulde be 

The more noble & ryche m hese degre 2888 

Duk Thesyus let forth thre stedis brynge 

That trappede were al m stel al glederywge 

And keuered the arinys of dau» arcyte 

Yp-on fese stedis gi-ete & white 2892 

There setyn folk of which on bar hese schyld 

Anothir hese spere vp on hese hondys held 
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82 GEOup A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 

hadde for loue fe bataille hem bitweene 

Thaf m fe selue groue swete and greene 2860 

Ther as he hadde his amorous desires 

his compleynf and for loue his hoote fyres 

he ■vrolde make a fyr in which fe office 

ffuneral he mighte hem alt complice 2864 

he leef anon comande to hakke and hewe 

The ookes olde and leyen hem on a rewe 

In culpons wel arrayed for to breime 

his officers with swifte foot" jiej renne 2868 

And Eide anon af his comandement 

And after fis Theseus ha)> y-sent 

After a beere and if al ouerspradde 

Wij) clof ofi gold fe nchesf ])at he hadde 2872 

And of" fe same suyte he cladde arcite 

Tpon his hondes his gloues white 

Ek? on his heed a croune of* laurer greene 

And in his hond a swerd [ful] brighf and keene 2876 

he leyde him bare Jie Tisage on fe beere 

Ther with he weep that" pite was to heere [leaf 4i] 

And for fe pepul seholde seen him alle 

Whan if was day he brought" him in to pe halle 2880 

That* rore)) of" fe crye and fe soun 

f Tho com fis woful Theban Palamon 

"With flotery herd and ruggy asschy heeres 

In olof es blak' y-dropped al with teeres 2884 

And passyng* ofer of" weepyng* Emelye 

The reufullesf of aft Jis companye 

In as moche as fe seruice seholde Lee 

The more noble and riche in his degree 2888 

Duff Theseus leef for[})] fre steedes bringe 

Thaf trapped were in steel al gHterynge 

And eouered with fe armes of" daun arcite 

vpon fese steedes greete and white 2892 

Ther seten folk? of* which on bar his scheeld 

Anojjer his spere vpon his hondes heelde 
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Had for loue fe bataUe hem bitwene 

peA m pe self groue swete and grene 2860 

Jier as he had his Amerous desires 

His compleynf and for loue his hote fires 

He wold[e] make a fire in which fe office 

ffuneral he myjf hem alt complice 2864 

He lete anon comaunde to hakke and hewe 

fe okes olde and leye hem on a rewe 

In colpons wel araied forte brenne 

His Officers with swift[e] fote thei renne 2868 

And rijf anon af his comawndemenf 

And aftere Theseus haj) ysent 

Aftere a beer" and if al ouer spradde 

WiJ) olo]) of gold! the ricchesf faf he hadde 2872 

And of pe same sute he clojier Arcite [leaf to, back] 

Ypon his hondes [were] his gloues white 

Eke on his hede a croune of laurere grene 

And in his hand a swerde ful brijf and kene 2876 

He laide him bare pe visage vnto pe here 

Ther wiJ) he wepte faf pite was to here 

And for pe puple shulde sene hym ait 

Whan if was daie he broU3f hym to pe halt 2880 

])af rore); of pe crie and of pe sorowe sone 

J)0o gan Jjis woful Thebean Palamon 

Wij) flotery herd' and ruggy asshy heres 

In clojjes blake dropped al -wip teeres 2884 

And passing ojjer of weping* Emelie 

She rewfullesf of al pe companye 

In as moche as pe seruyse shuld be 

pe more noble and nche in his degre 2888 

Duke Theseus lete forj) pe stedes bringe 

Thaf trapped were in steel al ghteringe 

And keuered wij) pe armes of Dame Arcite [or Dame] 

Vppon jjise stedes grete and white 2892 

Ther stoden folk of which oon bare his sheelde 

Anofer his spere vpon his hondes helde 
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Had for loue pe bataUe hem be-twene 
That in Jje selfe groue swete and grene 
Thare as he had his amorous desires 
His compleinte and for loue his hote fires 
He wolde make a fire m whiche pe office 
ffuneral he myht hem al complice 
He lete anone command to hakke and hewe 
The okes olde and leine hem on a rewe 
In culpons wele arraide for to berne 
His officers ydp swift foote Jei renne 
And ride a-none att his commaundement 
And aftere ])is Theseus haji .I.-sent 
After a here a here and it al ouere spradde 
Wi]j clofe of golde pe richest fat he hadde 
And of pe same suyte he cladde Arcite 
Vpon his hondes his gloues white 
Eke on his hede a coroune of Laurel grene 
And in his honde a swerde brihte and kene 
He laide him bare / pe visage on pe here 
There-wife he weppe fat pite was to here 
And for pe peple schold seen liim alt 
Whan it was daie he brouhte hem m to pe halt 
That rorej) of pe crie and pe soune 
5r Tho come f is woful Palamone 
Wif flotery berde and ruggy asshi heres 
In clofes blakke dropped al wij) teres 
And passinge ofere of wepeinge Emelye 
The reufuUeste of al fis compaignie 
In as mulehe fat f e seruise schold be 
The more noble and riche in his degre 
Due Theseus lete forf e f rei stedes bringe 
J3at trappede were in stele al gleteringe 
And couerde wif f e armes of Dan Arcite 
Vpon f ese stedes grete and white 
There sitten folke of whiche on bai' his schelde 
Anof ere his spere vppon his hondes helde 
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Tke thndde baar with hj-m / his bowe Turkeys 

Of trend gold / was the caas / and eek the hameys 2893 

And riden forth a paas / with sorweful cheers 

Toward the groue / as ye shiil after heere 

The nohleste of tne grekes / that ther were Otafss.bacio 

Vp on hir shuldres / caryeden the heere 2900 

With slak paas / and eyen rede and wete 

Thurgh out the Citee / by the maister strete 

That sprad was al with blat / and wonder hye 

Eight of the same / is the strete ywrye 2904 

Vp on the right bond / wente olde Egeus 

And on that oother syde / due Theseus 

With vessel in hir hand / of gold ful fyn 

Al ful of bony / Milk' and blood and wyn 2908 

Eek Palamon / with ful greet compaignye 

And after that / cam woful Emelye 

"With fyr m honde / as was that tyme the gyse 

To do the office / of funeral seruyse 2912 

TTeigh labour' and ful greet apparaillynge 

-*--*- Was at the seruice / and the fyr makynge 

That with his grene tope / the heuen [raugbte] 

And twenty fadme of brede / the armes straiighte 2916 

Tliis IS to seyn / the bowes weren so brode 

Of stree firsf ther was leyd ful many a lode 

But how the fyr / was maked vp on highte 

And eeb the names / that the trees highte 2920 

As ook* / firre / bircB / Aspe / Alder / holm / popeler 

Wylugh / Elm / plane / AssB. / box / chasteyn / lynde / laurer 

Mapul / thorn / bech / hasel / Ew / whippeltre 

How they weren fild? / shal nat be toold for me 2924 

JSTe hou the goddes ronnen vp and doim 

Disherited / of hire habitacioun 

In whiche they woneden / in reste and pees 

Ifymphus / ffawnes / and Amadrides 2928 

H"e hou the beestes / and the briddes alle 

ffledden for fere / whan the wode was falle 
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ITie thridde bar with hym / his bowe Turkeys 

Of brend gold / was the caas / and eek the barneys 2896 

And ryden forth a paas / with sorweful cheere aeafss.back] 

Toward the groue / as ye shul after heere 

The nohleste of the Grekys / pat ther were 

Vp on hir shuldres / caneden the heere 2900 

With slak[e] paas / and eyen rede and weete 

Thurgh out the Citee / by the maister streete 

That sprad was al with hlak* and wonder bye 

Eight of the same / is the strete ywrye 2904 

Vp on the right hand / wente olde Egeus 

And on that oother syde / Duff Theseus 

With vessels m hir hand / of gold ful fyn 

As ful of bony / melk / and blood and wyn 2908 

Eek Palamon / with ful greet compaignye 

And after that / cam woful Emelye 

With fyr in hande / as was that tyme the gyse 

To do the office / of funeral seruyse 2912 

IT Heigh labour / and greet apparaiUynge 

Was at the seruyce / and the fyr makynge 

That with his grene tope / the heuene raughte 

And twenty fadme of brede / the armes straughte 2916 

This IS to seyn / the bowes / were so brode 

Of stree firsf ther was leyd many a lode 

But how the fyr was maked vp on higbte 

K"e eek the names / how the trees highte 2920 

As ook / ffyrre / Birch / Asp / Alder / holm / popler 

Wylow / Ehn / Plane / Assh / Box / Chestayn / lynde / laurer 

Mapul / Thorn / Beech / hasyl / Ew / Whippultree 

How they were feld / shal nat been told for me 2924 

N'e how the goddes / ronnen vp and doun 

Desherited / of hir habitacioun 

In which they woneden / in reste and pees 

Ifymphes / ifawnes / and Amadndes 2928 

!N"6 how the beestes / and the bryddes alle 

ffledden / for fered / whan the wode was falle 
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The thredde bar with hem hese bowe turkeys | 

Of brend gold was the cas & ek the barneys 2896 

And redyn forth a pas with sorweful chere 
Toward the groue as je schul aftyr here 
The nobileste of the grekys pat pern were 
Vp on here schulderyn caryedyn the here 2900 • 

With slak pas & eighew . reede & wete 
Tborugh-out the Cete / by the maystyr strete 
That sprad was al with blak & wondyr hye 
Eyght of the same is the strete I-wrye 2904 

Vp-on the ryght hand wente old egeus* ['Seep. 25, m. 26.] • xi. 4o. 
And on that oper syde deuk Thesyus 

With vessellys m here hondys of gold ful fyn f [t See p. 25, n. 29.] • xi. sr. 
Al ful of. bony mylk . blod & wyn . 2908 • xi. 40. 

Ek Palamouw with ful gret cumpaynye 
And aftyr that cam woful emelye 

With fuyre in bond as was pat tyme p^ gyse [leaf 172] 

To don the ofiyse of feneral seruyse 2912 . 

Hey labowr & ful gret apaxaylynge 
Was at the seruyse & the fer makynge 
That with hese gret top the heuene raughte 
And twenty fademe of brede p^ armys straughte 2916 

This is to seyne p^ bowys were so brode 
Of treis fyrst pere, were leyd manye a lode 
But how J)° fuyr was makyd vp on heighte 
ISTe ek the namys what p'^ treis hyghte 2920 

As. ook. fyrre. Birch, asp Aldyr. Holm. Popeler 
Wylw. Elm. Plane. Assh. Box. ohesteyn. lynde. laurer 
MapU. thorn. Bech. basil. Ew Whippil. trre 
How Jiey were feld schal not be told for me 2924 

Ne how the goddys rennyw vp & doun 
Dysheritid of here abitacyoure 
In wheche Jiey wendyn m reste & pes 
l^Tymphus ffaunes & amadries 2928 

Ne bow the bestis & p" bryddys aUe .' xl 21. 

£9.eddyn for fer whan the wode was falle 
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The Jindde bar with him his howe turkeys 
Ofhrenf gold was fe caas and eet })e harneys 2896 

And ryden forf a paas with sorwful oheere 
Toward fe groiie as je schtd after heere 
The noblest' of" Jie Greekes faf ]>er were 
Tpon here schuldres carieden fe beere 2900 

With slake paas and eighen reede and wete 
Jjurgfiouf fe Cite by ])e maistre streete / 
Thaf sprad was al with blak? and wonder highe 
Eight" of pe same is Jie same is jie street y-wrye 2904 

Tpon ])e righf hond went* olde Egeus 
And on fat other syde dnk" Theseus 
With vessels m here hand of gold ful fyne 
As ful of hony melfc and blood and wyne 2908 

Ek" Palaman with ful gret companye 
And after Jiaf com woful Emelye 
With fire ta honde as was fat tyme fe gyse 
To do Jjoffice of funeral seruise 2912 

Heigh labour and ful gret apparaillyng< 
Was atte seruise and fe fir makyngi peaf «, bacM 

That* wif his greene top fe heuene raughte 
And twenty fadme of brede fe armes straughte / 2916 

This is to sem fe bowes were so brode 
Of stree first" fer was leyd many a loode 
Buf how fe fir was maked vp on heighte 
Ke eek fe names how fe trees highte 2920 

As Ok" fir birch . asp . Alder holm . popeler 
WUlow Ehn . plane . Assh . box . chesteyn lynde laurer . 
Mapel . forn . beech hasitt . ew . whipiltre 
how fey were felde schal nof be told for me 2924 

He how f e goddes ronnen vp and doun 
Disherited of here habitaciown 
In which f ei woneden in reste and pees 
Wymphes fiawnes and amadries / 2928 

JE^e how f e beestes and f e briddes alle 
ffledden for feered whan f e woode was falle / 
CORPUS 83 



The iij. bare wif him. bowe turkeys 

Of brent" gold was f e caas aiid eke f e harneys 

And riden forf a paas wif sory chere 

Towardes f e groue as je shul after" here 

The noblest" of f e Grekes f at" f er were 

Vpon her shulders cariden f e here 

Wif sclak[e] paas and yen rede and wete 

f orgfi out f e Cite by f e maister strete 

fat sprad was al wif blak and wonder hye 

Ei^t of f e same is f e strete ywrie 

Vpon f e Eijt honde went" olde Egeus 

And on f at" of er side Duke Theseus 

Wif vesselles m her hondes of golcS ful fyne 

Al ful of hony. mylk. [and] blood, and wyne 

Eke Palamon with ful grete companye 

And aftere fat" come wooful Emelie 

Wif fire in hand as was f at" time f e Gyse 

To do f e ofiice of funeral seruise 

High labour / and ful grete apparaillinge 

Was at" f e seruyse and at" f e fire makinge 

Thaf wif his grene top f e heuene raught 

And xx" fadmes in brede f e armes raught" 

This is to seme f e bowes were so brode 

Of strawe first f er was leide mony a lode 

But" howe f e fire was maked vp[on] hi^f 

Ne eke f e names howe f e trees hi3t' 

As Oke. fir. birch, asp. alder. Ehne. popelere. 

Wilowe. holme, playn. assB. box. Chesteyn. bynd'. 

Mapel. f orne. becohe. ewe. haseft. wypultre. 

How f ei were felled shal not" be tolde for me 

Ne howe f e goddes ronnen rp and down 

Disherites of her habitaciown 

In whiche f ei wonden m rest" and pees 

Nymphes. ffawnes and amadries 

ITe howe f e beestes ne f e briddes alle 

fiiedden for fere whan f ei were falle 
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The f rede bare him wif his bowe turkeys 

Of brente golde was f e caas and eke f e hemeya 

And riden forf e a pas wif sorweful chere 

To-warde f e groue as je schol after here 

The noblest of f e grekes fat fere were 

Vpon her scholdres Cariden f e here 

Wif slake paas and yjen rede and wete 

]5oruhe-oute f e Cite be f e maistre strete 

Jjat sprad was al wif blake and wonder hihe 

Eiht of f e same is f e strete y-wrye 

Vpon fe rihte honde went olde Egeus* t* See p. 25.-M. 

And on fat of er side Due Theseus 

Wif vesseles in hir honde of gold ful finef ft See p. 25, k. 29.] 

Al ful of hony melke andhlode and wyne . 2908 

Eke Palamon wif futt grete compaignye [leaf se, iiaci!] 

And effcer fat cam woofuli Emelye 

With fire m honde as was fat time fe gise 

ffor to done fe Ofi&ce of funerale seruise 2912 . 

Hihe Laboure and futt apparaillinge . xi. is. 

Whas att f e seruise and att f e fire makemge | 

That whif e his grene top f e heuen rauhte | xl 21?. 

And twenty fafome on brede fe armes strauhte 2916 

This to seine f e bowes were so brode 

Of stre first f er was leide mony a lode I xl 27. 

Bot howe f e fire was maked vp on hihte xl 22-^.. 

Ne eke f e names howe f e trees hihte 2920 

As oke. fir. beche. aspe. alder holme popelere 

Wylowe. elme. plane, asshe. Box. chasteine Binde Laurere 

Mapul. forne. berche. hasul. ewe. whipiltre 

Howe fei were felde schal nouht be tolde for me 2924 

ITe howe f e goddes ronnen vp and doune . 

Disherited of here habitaoioane 

In whiche f e wonden in rest and pes 

ITimphes fauncs and amadries 2928 

Ne howe f e bestes and f e bu-des att . xl 21. 

fiiedden for ferde whan f e [wood] was fatt 

LANSDOWNE 83 



84 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Ellesmere MS. 



Ne how the ground / agast was of the light* 

That was nat wonf to seen the sonne hrighf 

Nb how the fyr / was couched first with stree 

And thanne with drye stokkes / clouen a thre 

And thanne with grene wode and spicerye 

And thanne wt't/i clooth of gold / and -with perrye 

And gerlandes / hangynge / with ful many a flour 

The Mirre / thencens / with al so greet odour 

M"e how Arcite / lay among al this 

Ne what richesse / ahoute his body is 

Ne how that Emelye / as was the gyse 

Putte m the fyr / of funeral seruyse 

]Sre how she swowned / whan men made fyr 

Ne what she spak" ne what was hir desire 

!N"e what leweles / men in the fyre caste 

"Whan fat the fyr was greef and hrente faste 

V Ne how somme caste hir sheeld /and somme hir spere 

And of hire vestimentz / whiche fat they were 

And coppes full of wyn / and Milk" and blood 

In to the fyr / that brente / as it were wood 

Ne how the grekes / with an huge route 

Tries riden / al the place ahoute 

Vp on the leff hand / vfith a loud shoutynge 

And thries / with hir speres claterynge 

And thries / how the ladyes gonne crye 

And how / fat lad was homward Emelye 

Ne how Arcite / is brent to asshen colde 

Ne / how that lych wake / was yholde 

Al thiUie nyght / ne how the grekes pleye 

The wake pleyes / ne kepe I nat to seye 

"Who wrastleth best naked / with oille enoynf 

Ne who that baar hjTii besf m no disioynf 

f I wol nat tellen eet how that they goon 

Hoom til Atthenes / whan the pley is doon 

But shortly to the pomf thanne wol I wende 

And maken / of my longe tale an ende 
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84 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 

Ne how the ground / agast was of the lyghf 

That was nat wont" to seen the sonne brighf 2932 

Ne how the fyr / was couched first with stree 

And thanne with drye stikkes / clouen a three 

And thanne with grene wode / and spicerye 

And thanne with clooth of gold / and with perrye 2936 

And gerlandes hangyngs / ful of many a flour [leaf 39] 

The Mirre / thencens / with al so greet sauour 

Ne how Arcite / lay among al this 

Ne what richesse / aboute the body is 2940 

Ne how that Emelye / as was the gyse 

Putte m the fyr / of funeral seruyse 

Ne how she swowned / whan men made the fyr 

Ne what she spak" ne what was hir desir 2944 

Ne what luels / men in the fyr caste 

"Wlian fat the fyr was greef and brente faste 

Ne how somme caste hir sheeld / and somme hir spere 

And of hir vestimentz / whiche fat they were 2948 

And coppes faUe of Milk / and wyn and blood 

In to the fyr / fat brente as it were wood 

Ne how the Grekys / with An huge route 

Thries ryden / al the fyr aboute 2952 

Vp on the left hand / with a loud shoutynge 

And thries / with hir speres claterynge 

And thries / how the ladyes gonne crye 

And how fat lad / was homward Emelye 2956 

Ne how Arcite / is brent to Asshen colde 

Ne how that lychwake / was yholde 

Al thilke nyghf ne how the grekys pleye 

The wake pleyes / ne kepe I noght to seye 2960 

"Who wrastleth best naked / with oille enoynf 

Ne who fat baar hym besf m no disioynf 

I wol nat tellen al / how [that] they goon 

Hoom til Atthenes / whan the pleye is doon 2964 

But shortly to the poynf than wol I wende 

And maken / of my longe tale an ende 
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84 group a. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS. 

Ne how the ground agast was of the lyght 

That was not wont to sen the suwne brygh[t] 

Ne how the fer was couche fyrst with stre 

And f awne with dreye stikkis clouyn a thre 

And f awne with grene wode & spicerye 

An f a«ne with cloth of gold & with perrye 

And garlondis hangynge vrith mani^ a Rour 

The nurre^ f ensens w^t/t al so gret odour 

Ne how arcite lay a-mong al^ fis 

Ne what richesse a-boute hese' body Is 

Ne how fat Emelye as was te gyse 

Putte m the fuyr of funeral seruyse 

Ne how sche swoujinede whan men made f ^ fuyr 

Ne what sche spak ne what was here desyr 

Ne what leweft men m the fuyr caste 

"Whan fat the fuyr was gret & brente faste 

Ne how some caste here schyld & some here spere [ifi72, bi] 

And of here vestementis which fat they were 2948 

And cuppis ful of wyn & mylk & blod 

In-to the fuyr fat brente as it were wod 

Ne how the grekys with an heuge route 

Thryes redyn al the fuyre a-boute 

Vp-on the left half with a loud schoutywge 

And thryes with here sperys claterynge 

And thryes how the ladyis guTine crye 

Ne how that lad was ho7ra-ward Emalye 

Ne how Arcyte was brent to asschyn colde 

Ne how that lyche / wake was I-holde 

Al thilke nyght ne how the grekys pleye 

The wake-pleyis ne kepe I not to seye 

"Who wrestelyth best nakyd with oille enoynt 

Ne who fat bar hjm best m no disioynt 

I wele not tellyw ek how fat fey gon 

Horn to athenys whan the pley is don 

But schortly to the poynt f aizne wele I wende 

And makyn of myn longe tale an ende 
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84 GEO0P A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 

Ife how fe ground agasf was of fe light" 

Thaf was nof wonf to see fe sonne hnghf 2932 

ITe how \>e fyr was couched first" with stree / 

And Jianne with drye stockes clouen a Jire 

And jjanne with greene woods and spicerie 

And ])anne with cloth of" gold and wif Perry e 2936 

And garlandes hangyng" with ful many a flour 

The mirre fencens with al so sweete odour 

Ne how arcite lay among" al jjis 

Ne what" nchesse ahoute his hody is 2940 

JSTe how Jjat" Emelye as was fe gyse 

Putte in fe fyre of" funeral seruise / 

!N"e how sche swounede whan maad was J>e fire 

N'e what" sche spak" ne what" was hire desire 2944 

We what" luwels men in fe fyre cast" 

Whan Jjaf fe fyr was greet" and brende fast" 

Ne how som cast" hir seheeld and som hire spere 

And of" here vestimentz whiohe fat" fey were 2948 

And coppes fuft of" melk" and wyn and blood 

Into Jie fyr fat" brente as it" were wood [leaf 42] 

Ne how fe Grekes with an huge route 

Thries ryden al fe fix aboute 2952 

vpon fe left" hond with a bowe schotynge 

And fries with here speres claterynge 

And fries how f e ladyes gon to crye 

Ne how fat" lad was homward Emelye 2956 

Ne how arcite is brenf to aisshes colde 

Ne how fat" liche-wake was y-holde 

Al f ilke nyght" ne how f e greekes play 

The wake-pleyes ne kepe I nought" to say 2960 

Who wrastelef best" naked with oyle anoynt" 

Ne who fat" bar him best" in no disioynt" 

I wol not" tellen alle how fey goon 

hom til athenes whan f e play was don 2964 

But" schortly to f e poynt" fan wol I wende 

And maken of" my longe tale an ende 

COKPUS 84 



84 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth. MS. 

Ne howe f e grounde agast" was of f e li3f 

That" was nof wonte to se fe sonne bri^f 2932 

Ne how f e fire was couched first wif stre 

And fan wif drie stikkes clouen a free 

And fan wif grene wode and spicerie 

And fan wif clofe of gold' and [wif] perrie 2936 

And Garlondes hongmg" wif mony a floure 

The myrr" f ensence with swete odoure 

Ne how arcite lay among" al f is 

Ne what" nchesse aboute his body is 2940 

Ne howe Emely as was f e Gise 

Put" m f e fire of funeral seruise 

Ne howe she swowned whan made was f e fire 

Ne what" she spak ne what" was her desire 2944 

Ne what" lelous men in fe fire cast" Deaf ii, back] 

Whan fat f e fire was grete and brente fast" 

Nowe howe some cast" her sheelde and some her spere 

And of her vestementes which fei were 2948 

And Coppes ful of mylke and wyne and blood 

Into f e fire fat" brent" as it" were wode 

Ne howe f e greges wif an huge route 

Thrise riden al f e fire aboute 2952 

Vpon f e lift" honde wif a loude shoutinge 

And thries wif her speres elateringe 

And thries how f e ladise gan crie 

Ne howe fat" lad was homwaid? Emely 2956 

Ne how arcyte is brent" m asshen colde 

Ne how f e liche-wake was [yjholde 

Al fat" nyght" ne howe f e Grekes pleye 

The wake-plaies kepe I not" to seie 2960 

Who wrastelef best" naked vith oile anoynt" 

Ne who [that] bare him best" ia no dysioynf 

I wil not" tellen aft howe fei [ben] gone 

Home til Athenes whan fe play is done 2964 

But" shortely to f e point" fan wil I wende 

And make[n] of my longe tale an ende 

PETWOBTH 84 



84 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. lansdowne MS; 



Ne howe f e grounde agast was for f e Hht 

That was nonht wonte to se f e sonne briht 

Ne howe f e fire was cowched first wif^ stree- 

And fan wif drye stikkes clouen a three 

And fan wif grene wode . and spicerie 

And fan wif clofe of golde and of Perrye 

And garlondes hongemge wif ful mony a floure 

The mirre Thensens wif also swete odoure 

Ne howe Arcite lay amonge al f is 

Ne what riches abowte his body is 

Ne howe fat Emelye as was f e gyse 

Putte m f e fire of funeral seruise 

Ne howe sche swownede whan maade was f e fire 

Ne what sche spak ne what was hir desire 

Ne what luels men in f e fire cast 

Whan fat f e fire was grete and brende fast 

Ne howe som kast hir schelde and som hir spere 

And of her vestementes which fat fei were 

And coppes ful of melke wyne and blode 

In to f e fire fat brente as it were wode 

Ne howe f e Grekes wif an huge route 

Thries riden al f e fire aboute 

Vppon f e lefte hand . wif a bowe scheteinge 

And fries wif here speres Clateringe 

And f ne howe f e ladies gan crye 

Ne howe fat ladde was homward Emelye 

Ne howe Arcite is bemte to asshe colde 

Ne howe fat Kche wake was yholde 

Al fUke nyht. ne howe fe grekes pleie 

The wake playes ne kepe .1. nouht to seie 

Who werstelef beste nakede wif oile anoynte- 

Ne who fat bar hun best in no disioynte 

.1. wil nouht tellen al howe fei gone 

Home til Athenes whan f e pleie was done 

Bot schortly to f e point fan wil .1. wende 

And maken of myne longe tale an ende 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Caanbridge MS. 85 






2968 



■py processe / and by lengthe of certeyn yeres 

^ Al styntyd is / the moornynge and the teres 

Of grekes / hy con general assent 

Thanne semed me / ther was a parlement' 

At Atthenes / vpon certein poyntz and caas 

Among* the whiche poyntz / yspoken was 2972 

To haue with certein contrees alliance 

And have fully of Thebans obeissance 

ifor which / this noble Theseus anon 

Leet senden / after gentil Palamon 2976 

Vnwisf of hym / what was the cause and why 

Buf in hise blake clothes / sorwefuUy 

He cam / at his comandemenf m hye 

Tho sente / Theseus for Emelye 2980 

Whan they were sef and bust was al the place 

And Thesens / abiden hadde a space 

Er any word / cam fram his wise bresf 

Hise eyen sette he / ther as was his lesf 2984 

And with a sad visage / he siked stille 

And after thaf right thus he seyde his wUle 

rrihe firste moeuere of the cause aboue 



Whan he first made / the faire cheyne of loue 2988 



Greet was theffeof and Leigh was his entente 

Wei wiste he why / and what ther of he mente 

ffor with that faire cheyne of loue he bond' 

The fyr / the eyr / the water and the lonJ 2992 

In certeyn boundes / that they may nat flee 

That same prince / and that same moeuere quod he 

Hath stablissed / in this wrecched world adoun OeafsB, backj 

Certeyne dayes / and duracioun 2996 

To al / that is engendrid m this place 

Ouer the whioh[e] day / they may nat pace 

Al mowe they yef tho dayes wel abregge 

Ther nedeth noghf noon Auctoritee allegge 3000 

ffor it is preeued / by experience 

But that me lisf declaren my sentence 

ELLESMBEE 85 
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IT By proces / and by lengthe of certeyn yeiys 
Al stynt is / the moornynge and the terys 
Of Grekys / by oon general assenf 
Thanne semed me / ther was a parlemenf 
At Atthenes / vp on a certeyn pomf and caas 
Among the whiche pomtes / y-spoken was 
To haue / with certeyn contrees alliance 
And haue fully / of Thebans obeisance 
fibr which this noble Theseus anon 

Leet senden / after gentil Palamon 2976 

Vnwist of hym / what was the cause and why [leaf 39, hack] 
But m his blake clothes / sorwefuUy 
He cam at his comandement / in hye 
Tho sente Theseus / for Emelye 2980 

^ Whan they were sef and hust was al the place 
And Theseus / abiden hath a space 
Er any word / cam from his wise brest/ 
His eyen sette he ther as was his lesti 2984 

And with a sad visage / he siked stille 
And after thaf right thus he seyde his wille 
f The firste moeuere / of the cause aboue Noto 

Whan he first made / the faire cheyne of loue 2988 

Greet was theffecf and heigh was his entente 
Wel wiste he why / and what ther of he mente 
ffor with that faire cheyne of loue he boond 
The fyr / the Eyr / the water / and the loond 2992 

In certeyn boundes / Jiat they may nat flee 
That same Prince / and that moeuere quod he 
Hath stabliced / m this wrecched world adoun 
Certeme dayes / and duiaeioun 2996 

To al / that is engendred / in this place 
Ouer the which day / they may nat pace 
Al mowe they yet / tho dayes abregge 
Ther nedeth / noon auctoritee to allegge 3000 

ffor it IS proued / by experience 
But fat me Hsf declaren my sentence 
HENGWKT 85 



Be proces & be lenthe a certeyn 3erys 

Al styntyd is the mowrnyng & the terys 

Of grekys be on general assent 

Than semede me fere was a parlement 

At athenes vp on certeyn poyntys and eas 

A-mong the poyntys spokyn was 

To haue with certeyn poyntys alyance 

And haue fully of thebans obeissawnce 

fibr which this nobil theseus anon 

Let sendyn aftyr gentil palamon 

Ynwist of hym what was the cause & why 

But ui hese blake clofis sorwefuUy 

He come at hese owene comauwdement m hye 

To sente Thesezts / for emelye 

Whan fey were set & hust was al the place 

And thesyus abedyn hadde a space 

Er ony word cam from hese wyse brest 

Hese eynyn sette he fere as was hese lest 

And with a sad visage he sikede stille 

And aftyr fat ryght fws'he seyde hese wille 

The ferste moMrnere^ of the cause aboue 

Whan he ferst made f ° cheyne of loue 

Gret was theffeot & hy was hese entent 

Wel wiste he why & what f erof he ment 

fibr with that fayre cheyne of loue he bond 

The fuyr the eyre the watyr & the lond 

In certeyn boundys fat fey may not fle 

That same prince & fat same Moeuere quod he 

Hath stablysohid m this wrechede world a douw 

Certeyn dayis & duraciouw 

To aUe fat is engendend m f is place 

Ouer the whiche day fey may not pace 

AUe mowe fey jit f e dayis wel a-bregge 

\)ere nedyth non autorite to legge 

ffor it IS preuyd be experyence 

But fat me lyste to clare myn sentence 
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GROUP A, § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 85 

^r By proces and oi' lengfche of" certeyn 3eeies 

Al stynf IS ])e mournyng' and ]je teeres 

Of" grekes by on genej'al assenf 

Than semede Jier was a parlement 

At* atthenes vpon a certem point and oaas 

Among* Jje whiolie poyntes y-spoken was 

To haue with certain contrees alliance 

And haue fully of Thehane oheissance 

ffor which fis noble Theseus anon 

leef seende after gentil Palamon 

•vnwist* of* him whaf was ]>e cause and why 

Butt in his blake clojes sorwfuUy 

he com att his comandementt in hye 

Tho sente Theseus for Emelye 

Whan Jiey were sette and huystt was in fe place / 

An Theseus abyden ha]) a space 

Or eny word com fro his wise breste 

his ey3en sette he f er as was his leste / 

And with a sad visage he siked stUle / 

And after fatt rightt fus he seyde his wille [leaf 42, back] 

The forste maner of* fe cause aboue 

Whan he ferstt maade Jie faire cheine of loue 2988 

Grett was feffectt and heigh was his entente 

Wei wistt he why and whatt fer of" he mente 

ifor with fat" faire cheyne of* loue he bonde 

The fyr fe aier the water and f e londe 2992 

In certeyn boundes patt Jiei may nott flee / 

Thatt same prince and fatt same mouer qiiod he 

haf stablissed m fis wrecchede world a-doun 

Certeiae dales and dommacio?/n 2996 

To att fatt be]) engendred in fis place 

Ouer ])e whiche day Jiay may nott pace 

Alle mowe fey yett fo dayes abregge 

Ther neede]) noughtt non aucfon'te to legge 3000 

ffor it is proeued by experience 

Butt J)att me listt to declaren my sentence/ 

COEPTJS 85 
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2968 



2972 



2976 



2980 



2984 



By processe and by length of jeres 

Al stinte is fe mo?/myng and pe teeres 

Of Greges by oon general assentt 

Than semed me fer was a parlementt 

Att Athenes vpon a certeyn pointt and caas 

And amonge pomtes [ther] yspoken waas 

To haue wij) certeyn contrees alliance 

And haue of Thebeanes fully obeisance 

ffor whicK this noble theseus anon 

Lete sende[n] after gentile Palamon 

Vnwistt of him whatt was fe cause and whi 

Butt m his blake clojies sorowfully 

He come att his comaundement m hie 

Tho sente Theseus for Emelye 

Whan fatt ])ei were sette and huystt was al fe place 

And Theseus abiden haji Jie space 

Or eny worde come fro his wise brestt 

His yen sette he fer hjm lestt 

And such a sad visage he sighed stille 

And after ])at n^V fus he seide his wille 

The firste mouer of fe cause aboue 

Whan he fiistt made fe faire cheyn) of loue 

Gret was J>e effecte and high was his ententt 

Wei wistt he why and whatt peroi he mentt 

ffor wi]) fatt faire cheyne of loue he bonde 

The fuyre. fe. Eire pe water and pe londe 

In certeyn boondes p&V fei may nott flee 

Thatt same prmce and fatt same mouer quod he 

Ha]) stablesshed in fis wrecched world? adoun 

Certeyn days and Donunaoioj^n 

To al Jiatt is engendred m fis place 

Ouer Jie whiche day fei may not pace 

Al mowe fei jitt pe dales abregge 

Ther nys noon autorite to legge 

ffor itt IS proued by experience 

Butt thatt me lustt declare my sentence 
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2992 



2996 



3000 



IT Be proces and be lengthe of certein jeres 

Al stinte is pe morneynge and pe teres 

Of Greges be one general assent 

Than semede fare was A parlement 

Att Athenes vppon a certeme pomte and caas 

A-monge pe whiche poyntes spoken was 

To haue wif certein crontres alliauwce 

And haue fully of Thebane obeisauwce 

ffor whiche fis noble Theseus a-none 

Lete sende after gentil Palamone 

Ynwiste of him whatt was pe cause and whie 

Bot in his blake clofes sorwfully 

He came att his commandement in hye . 

Tho sente Theseus for faire Emelye 

Whan f ei were sett and huyst was in pe place 

And Theseus abiden haf a space 

Or any worde cam fro Ins wise breste 

His ey^en sett he pete as was his leste 

And wif a sadde visage he siked stille 

And af[t]erward riht fus his wille 

% The firste mouere of pe cause aboue 

Whan he first maade pe faire cheine of lou( 

Grete was fefieot . and hihe was his entente 

Wele wiste he whi . and what fere-of he mente 

ffor wif fat faire cheine of loue he bonde 

The fire f e Aire f e watere and pe londe . 

In certeme boundes fat f ei maie nouht fie 

That same prince a7id fat meuer quod he 

Haf stabled m f is wreehede werlde a-doun 

Certeme daies and d[omi]nacioMn 

To al fat ben engrendred m f is place 

Ouere f e whiche dale f ei maie nouht pace 

Att mowe f ei jute f daies a-brugge 

There nedef none auotorite to lugge . 

ffor it IS proued be experience 

Bot fat me lust declaren my sentence 
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85 GROUP A. § 2. knight's *alb. EUesmere MS. 

Thanne may men / by this ordre "wel discerne 

That tliilke moeuere / stable is and eterne 3004 

Wei may men knowe / but it be a fool 

That euery part* dirryueth from his hool 

ffor nature / hath taken his bigynnyngi 

Of no partie / or of cantel of a thyng* 3008 

But of a thyngi that parfit is and stable 

Descendynge so / til it be corrumpable 

And therfore / of his wise pimieiaunce 

He hath / so wel bisef his ordinaunce 3012 

That speces of thynges / and progressions 

ShuUen enduren / by successions 

And nat eterne / with outen any lye 

This maystow vnderstonde / and seen it eye 3016 

T 00 the ook / fat hath so long* a nonsshynge ^ Exempim» 

-" flfrom tyme / pat it first" bigynneth sprynge 

And hath so long a lif / as we may see 

Yet at the laste / wasted is the tree 3020 

^ Considereth eek" how that the harde stoon If Exemyinm 

Vnder oure feef on which we trede and goon 

Yit wasteth if as it lyth by the weye 

The brode Ryuer / somtyme wexeth dreye 3024 

The grete toures / se we wane and wende 

Thanne may ye se / fat al this thyng* hath ende 

H Of man and womman / seen we wel also 

That nedeth / m ooii of thise termes two 3028 

This is to seyn / m youthe / or elles age 

He moot be deed / the kyng< as shal a page 

Som m his bed / som in the depe see 

Som m the large feeld / as men may se 3032 

Ther helpeth noghf al goth that ilke weye 

Thanne may I seyn' / al tliis thyng< moot deye C se-yn] 

IT What maketh this / but luppiter the kyng* 

That IS prince / and cause of aUe thyng* 3038 

Conuertynge al / vn to his propre weUe 

ffrom which it is dirryued / sooth to telle 

ELLESSfEBE 86 



86 GEOUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 

Thanne may men wel / by this ordre discerne 

That thUke moeuere / stable is and eterne 3004 

Wel may men knowe / but it be a fool 

That euery parf . is diryued from his hool 

ffor nature / hath nat taken his bigynnyng" 

Of no partie / or of cantel of a thyngf 3008 

But of a thyngi . tha,t parfit is and stable 

Descendynge so / til it be corrumpable 

And ther fore / for his wise purueiaunce 

He hath / so wel biset his ordinaunce 3012 

That specis of thynges / and progressions 

ShuUen enduren / by successions 

And noght eterne / with outen any lye 

This maistow vnderstonde / and seen at lye 3016 

^ Loo the ook / that hath so long a norisshynge [leaf «] 

ffro the tyme / that it first gynneth sprynge 

And hath so long a lyf / as ye may see 

Yet at the laste / wasted is the tree 3020 

^ Considreth eek / how J)«t the harde stoon 

Vnder oure foof on which we ryde and goon 

It wasteth / as it lyth by the weye 

The brode Eyuer / som tyme wexeth dreye 3024 

The grete townes / se we wane and wende 

Thanne se ye / fat al this thyng hath ende 

Of man and womman / se we wel also 

That nedeth / m oon of thise termes two 3028 

This is to seyn / in youthe / or ellis age 

He moot be deed / the kyng" as shal a page 

Som in his bed / som m the depe see 

Som in the large feeld / as ye may se 3032 

Ther helpeth noghf al gooth that ilke weye 

Thanne may I seyn / fat al this thyng moot deye 

What maketh this ? but luppiter the kyng" 

That is Prince / and cause of alle thyng* 3036 

Conuertyng / al vn to his propre welle 

ffrom which he is diryued sooth to telle 

HBNGWRT 86 



86 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Cambridge MS, 

Thanne may men by f is ordere wel diserne 

That tylke moeuere stylle & sterne 3004 

Wel may men knowe but it be a fol 

That euery part dryuyth from hese hoi 

ffor nature hath takyn hese begjrtmywg 

Of no party or of a cantel of a f jmg 3008 

But of a f yng fat parfyt is & stable 

Dessendynge so til it be corumpable 

And f erfore for hese wise puruyauwce 

He hath so wel be-set hese ordenaumce 3012 

That specyfie of f yngis & progressiou«nys 

Shul endure be succesciouwnys 

And not eterne witJi-outjn ony lye 

This mayst fou yndyrstowdyw & sen at eye 3016 

lo f ' ok that hath so long a norichynge [leaf 173, tack] xii.7, 

ffrom the tyme fat it ferst begywnyth to sprynge 

And hat so long a lyf as we may se 

3it at the laste wastyd is the tre 3020 I 

Considerith ek how that the harde ston 

Vndir oure fet on wlnche we trede & gon 

5it wastith it as it lyth be the weye 1 

The brode reuyr sumtyme waxeth dreye 3024 • 

The grete touwnys se we wane & wende 

Than may I say fat al f is thyng hath ende 

Of man & woman se we we wel alsoo 

That nedyth m on of f ese termys too 3028 

This IS to seyne m youthe or ellys age 

He mote be ded the kyng as schal a page 

Some m his bed some in the depe se 

Some in the large feld as men may se 3032 . 

There helpith not al goth that ilke weye 

Thanne may I seyn al fis f yng mote nedis deye 

What makyth f is but Inpiter f^ kyng 

That IS prynce & cause of alle thyng 3036 

Conuertynge al vn-to hese propere welle 

ffrom wiche it is deryvit soth to telle 
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86 GBorp A. § 2. knight's tale. Corpus MS. 

Than may men wel by Jis ordre disceme 
Thaf ])ilke mouere stable is and eterne 
Wei may men knows buf if be a foole 
Th.af enerj partie darreyned from his hoole 
ffor nature ha]> naf taken his bygynnyng* 
Of" no partye nor of" cantel of a Jimg* 
Buf of" a f mgi faf parfyf is and stable 
Descendyng* so til if be corumpable 
And ferfore for his wise puiueance 
he haji so wel bysef his ordinance 
Thaf specie of" finges and progressions 
SchuHen endure by successions 
And noughf eteme wijiouten any lye 
This maystow vnderstonden and seen af yhe 
Loo Je Ok? faf hajj so long* a norshing* 
i&o pe tyme Jjaf if firsf bygynne]) to spring' 
And hath so long* a lijfi as 30 may see 
Yet atte laste wasted is pe tree / 
Considere]) eek" how paf Jje harde ston 
vnder cure foof on which we trede and goon 
Tef waste]) if as if lip by pe weye 
The brode ryuer som tyme wexep dreye 
The grete townes see we wane and wende 
]3an je see paf aft pis pmg* hap ende 
Of* man and woman se we wel also 
Thaf needeth in oon of" pe termes tuo 
That is to sein m joupe or eUes age 
He moof be deed pe king" as schal pe page 
Sum in his bedd . som in pe deepe see 
Som in the large feeld as je may see / 
Ther helpep noughf al gop paf ilke weye 
Than may I sein thaf al pis ping* moof deye 
Whaf maketh pis buf luppiter pe king" 
Thaf IS Prince and cause of" alle ping" 
Conuertyng* alle vnto his propre wiUe 
fEcom which it is darreyned sop to tille 
CORPUS 86 



86 GEOUP A. § 3. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 

Than may men by pis order disceme 
3004 That pilk mouer stable is and eterne 3004 

Wel may men knowe buf if be a fool 

Thaf euery parf darrayueth fro his hool 

ffor nature hap nof taken his bygynnyng' 
3008 Of no partie or of catel of no pmgi 3008 

Buf oon pmge paf parfit is and stable 

Descendinge so tU if be corruptable 

And perfore of his wise purueaunce 
3012 He hap so wel bysette his ordynawnce 3012 

]jaf specific of pingges and progressiones 

Shullen endure by successiones 

And nof eterne wip oute eny lye 
3Qjg This maisf pou vnderstoncS a«c? see atte ye 3016 

Lo the Oke paf hath so longe a norshuige [leat 42, back] 

fliro pe tyme paf it bygynnep fursf to springe 

And hap so longe a lif as 36 may se 
3020 Ji** ^^ f® 1*®*^ waasted is pe tree 3020 

Considerep eke howe paf pe herde stone 
Peaf 48J Vnder our fete on whicR we treden and gone 

Jif .3. wastep if as if litB m pe way 
3024 J'® E'^o'i® Eyuer somtyme wexep dray 3024 

pe grete townes so wide wane and wende 

Than pe see paf al pis pmg* hap ende 

And man and womman so we wil also 
QQog Thaf nedep in oon of pe teermes twoo 3028 

paf IS to sayn m youpe or ellis in age 

He mote be dede pe kinge as wel as page 

Some in his bed some in pe depe see 
3032 Some in pe large felde as 36 may see 3032 

Ther helpep noujf al gop paf Uk waye 

pan may I seie paf al pis pmg* wU. deye 

Whaf makep pis buf lubiter pe king" 
3036 J*^** ^® prince and cause of al ping< 3036 

Couerting'^ al vnto his propre wiUe 

ffrom whicB it is daireyude sop to telle 
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86 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

Than maie men wele by pis order discerne r« 

That pilke mouere stable is and eterne 3004 

Wele maie men knowe hot it be foole 

That euery partie darramed fro?wme his hoole 

fl'or nature hape nou3t take his begynnynge 

Of no partie nor of cantel of a thmge 3008 

Bot of a thinge pat parfite is and stable 

Descendeinge so to it be corrumpable 

And pere-for for his wise purueance 

He hap so wele be-sette his ordenance 3012 

That specie of pmges and progressions 

Schullen endure be successions 

And nouht eterne wip-oute any lye 

]5is maystowe vnderstonden and seen att eye 3016 

Lo pe oke pat hape so longe a nonssheynge . xii. r. 

f&o pe time pat it first biginnep to springe 

And hap so longe a lif as 3e maye see . 

Jut att pe laste wasted is pe tree 3020 | 

Considerep eke howe pat pe harde stone 

Vnde[r] owre fote on whiche we trede atid gone 

5it wastep it as it lipe be pe weie 1 

The brode nuer som time wazep dreie 3024 • 

The grete townes see we wane and wende 

Than 3e see pat al pis pinge hap ende 

Of man and womman see we wele also . xil s. 

}5at nedep in oone of pe teremes tuo 3028 . 

J?is is to seine in 30upe or eUes age 

He mote be dede pe kinge as schal a page 

Som in his bede some in pe depe see . , xn. 10. 

Some in pe large felde as 36 maie see . 3032 • 

There helpep nouht al gope pat Uke weie 

Jjan may .L seie pat al pis pmge mote deie 

What makep pis bot lubiter pe kinge [leaf ss] 

That is prince . and cause of al pinge 3036 

Conuertynge aft vn-to his propre wiUe 

firo whiche it is darreyned sope to tylle 
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And here agayns / no creature on lyue 
Of no degree / auailleth for to stryue 
^ Thanne is it wysdom / as it thynketh me 
To maken vertu of necessitee 
^ And take it weel / that we may nat eschue 
And namely / that to vs alle is due 
And who so gruccheth oughf he dooth folye 
And rebel is / to hym that al may gye 
And certemly / a man hath moost honour 
To dyen / m his excellence and flour 
Whan he is siker / of his goode name 
Thanne hath he doon / his freend ne hym no shame 
And gladder / oghte his freend been of his deeth 
Whan with honour / vp yolden is his breeth 
Than whan his name / apalled is for age 
ffor al forgeten / is his vassellage 
Thanne is it besf as for a worthy fame 
To dyen / whan jiat he is best of name 
^ The contrarie of al this / is wilfulnesse 
Why grucchon we / why haue we heuynesse 
That goode Arcite / of Chiuahie flour 
Departed is / with diietee and honour 
Out of this foule prison of this lyf 
Why grucchen heere / his cosyn and his wyf 
Of his wel fare / that loued hem so weel 
Kan he hem thank s nay god woot neuer a deel 
That bothe his soule / and eek hem self ofifende 
And yet they mowe / hir lustes nat amende 
"TIT hat may I coaoluden / of this longe serye 
' ' But after wo / I rede ts to be merye 
And thankon luppiter / of al his grace 
And er that we / departen from this place 
I rede [that] we make / of sorwes two 
parfit loye / lastynge eueremo 
And looketh now / wher moost sorwe is her Inne 
Ther wol we firsf amenden and bigynne 
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And heer agayns / no creature on lyue 

Of no degree / auaUleth for to stryue 

^ Thanne is it wisdom / as it thynketh me 

To maken vertu / of necessitee 

And take it wel / fat we may nat eschue 

And nameHche / that to vs alle is due 

And who so gruccheth oghf he dooth folye 

And rebel is / to hym fat al may gye 

And certeinly / a man hath moost honour 

To dyen / m his excellence and flour 

Whan he is siker / of his goode name 

Thanne hath he doon / his freend ne hym no shame 

And gladder oghte / his freend been of his deeth 

Whan with honour / yolden is vp his breeth 

Than whan his name / apalled is for age 

ffor al forgeten is his vasselage 

Thanne is it besf as for a worthy fame 

To dyen / whan he is best of name 

^ The contrarie of al this / is wilfuluesse 

Why grucchen we / why haue we heuynesse 

That goode Arcite / of chiuabie flour 

Departed is / with duetee / and with honour 

Out of this foule prison / of this lyf 

Why gruccheth heere / his cosyn and his wyf/ 

Of his welfare / fat loueth hem so weel 

Kan he hem thant ? nay good woot neuer a deel 

That bothe his soule / and eek hem self ofi'ende 

And yet they mowe / hir lustes nat amende 

•ff Wliat may I conclude / of this longe serye 

But after wo / I rede vs to be merye 

And thanken luppiter / of al his grace 

And er we / departen from this place 

I rede we make / of sorwes two 

O parfit loye / lastynge euere mo 

And loketh now / wher moost sorwe is her Inne 

Ther wol I firsf amenden and bigynne 
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And here ageyn no cryatowr on . lyue 

Of no degre a-uaylith for to stryue 

Thawne is it wisdom as it fynkyt me 

To makyn vertu of necessite 

And take it wel that we may not eschewe 

And nameli that to vs alle is dewe 

And ho so grochit out he doth folye 

And rebel is to hyro fat al may gye 

And serteynly a man hath most honowr 

To deyen m hese excellence & flour 

Whan he is sekyr of hese goode name 

Thamne hath he don hese frend ne hym no schame 

And gladdere owith hese frend to ben of deth 

Whan with honowr is 3oldyn vp hese breth 

Than whan his name apeyred is for age 

fi'or al forgetyn is his wasseyUage 

Thawne is it best as for a worthi fame 

A man to deye whan he is best of name 

The contrarie of al this is wilfulnes 

Why groche we why haue we heuynes 

That goode arcite of chyualrye flowr 

Departid is wit^. deynte & honour 

Out of f IS foule prysoun of f is lyf 

Why grochyn here his cosyn & his wif 

Of [his welfare that loueth hem so wel] 

Can he hem thank nay god wot neuer e adel 

That bof e hese soule & ek hym self ofi'ende 

And jit fey mowe here lustis not amende 

What may I conclude of f is longe serye 

But aftyr wo I rede vs to be merye 

And thankyw lupiter of al hese grace 

And er fat we departe from fis place 

I rede we make of sorwys too 

On parfyt loye lastynge euei-emo 

And lokyth now where most sorwe is her imne 

There [wil I firsf bigynne [Sioaae ms. 1685] 
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GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Petworth MS. 87 



And heer agayns no creature on lyue 
Of no degree anaillej) for to stryue 
Tlianne is if wisdom as if fenkej) me 
To make vertue of necessite / 
And take if wel faf we may nof eschewe 
And nameliche faf to ts alle is dewe 

[No gap line left out.J 

And rel)eii is to him faf aft may gye 

And certemly a man haf mosf tononr 

To deyen in Ms excellence and flour 

Whan he is siker of" his goode name 

Than haj he doon his freendes no him no sohame 

And gladder oughte his frendes ben of" his dej) 

"Whan wi]) honour y-yolden is vp fe href 

Than whan his name apalled is for age 

ffor al forgeten is his vessellage 

Than is the heste as for a worf y fame 

To deyen whan he is besf of" name 

The contrarie of" aUe Jiis is wilfulnesse 

Why grucchen we why haue we heuynesse 

Thaf goode Arcite of" Chiuallerie Jie floui 

Departed is wif duete and with honowr 

Out of fis foule prison of fis lyf 

Why grucchejj heere his cosyn and his wyf 

Of his welfare faf louef him so wel 

Kan he hem jjank" nay god woof neuer a deel 

Thaf bofen his soule and eek" him offende / 

And yef fei mowe her lustes nought amende 

Whaf may conclude of fis longe serie 

Buf after wo I rede vs to be merye 

And Jianken lupiter of aft his grace 

And er we departen from fis place 

I rede we make of oure sorwes tuo 

parfyf ioye lastyng" euer mo 

And loke]) now where mosf sorwe is Inne 

Ther wol I fersf amenden and bygynne 
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Aud here agayne no creature on lyue 

Of no degre avaUleJj forto stryue 

Than is if wisdome as JjenkeJ) me 

To make vertue of necessite 

And take if wel ))af we may nof eschew 

And namely faf . faf to vs aft is dwe 

And who so gruccheji oujf he dof foly 

And rebeft is to him Jjat al may gye 

And certeynly a man haf mosf honour 

To dyen in his excellence and flour" 

Whan he is siker of his good name 

Jjan haj) he done his frende ne hym no shame 

And gladder" au3t / his frende . ben of his detB 

Whan wip honour" y3 olden is vp je breeth 

Than whan his name appalled is for age 

ffor al forjeten is his vassalage 

Than is Jie besf as for a wor)ii fame 

To dyen whan he is besf of name 

The Contrarie of al fis is wilfulnesse 

Why grucche we whi haue we heuynesse 

Thaf goode Arcite of Chyualre fe flour" 

Departed is wif dwete and wij) honour" 

Ouf of fe foule pn'son of ]jis liff 

Whi grucchen here his cosyn and his wifif 

Of his welfare J>af louejj hem so wel 

Can he hem jjonk. nay god wote neuer a deft 

Thaf bo]j his soule and eke hem [self] offende 

And 3if fei mowe nof hir lustes amende 

Whaf may conclude of Jiis longe serie 

Buf after woo I rede vs be merie 

And fanken lubiter of al his grace 

And or we departen from ])is place 

I rede we made of sorowes twoo 

Oo parfite loie lasting^ euermoo 

And loke nowe wher mosf sorowe is her" Inne 

J>er af wil I fursf bygynne 
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GROUP A. § 3. knight's tale. Laiisdowne MS. 87 

And here a-geynes non creature on lyue Tesetde. 

Of no degre aveUef for to striue 3040 

Than is it wisdome as Jenkes me 

To make vertue of necessitee 

And take it wele fat we maye nouht eschewe 

And name fat to vs al is dewe 3044 

And who grucchef oujt he dof e folye 

And rebel is to him fat al maie guye 

And serteinly a man haf most honoure 

To deyen m his excellence and floure 3048 

Whan he is seker of his good name 

Than haf e he done his frendes ne him no sohame 

And gladder ouhte his frendes bene of his def e 

Whan wife honouie is jolden vp f e bref e 3052 

Than whanne his name apalled is for age 

ffor al for3eten is his vessellage 

Than is f e best as for a worf i fame 

To dey3en whan he is best of name 3056 

The contrarie of al f is is wiHulnes I xii. ix 

Whi grucchen we whi haue we heuynes ; xil iwr. 

That good Arcite of chiualrye f e floure 

Departed is wif dewte and wif honoure 3060 

Owte of f is foule Prisone of f is life 

Whi grucchef here his cosine and his wife 

Of his welfare fat louef him so wele 

Kannef he hem fonke nay god wote neuer a dele 3064 

That bof en his soule and eke him offende 

And 3it f ei mowe her lustes nou3t amende 

What . may .1. conclude of f is longe serie 

Bot after woo .1. rede vs to be merie 3068 | xn. m. 

And f anke lubiter al his grace 

And er we departen frome f is place 

.1. rede we make of sorwes two 

parfite Ioye lasteinge euermo 3072 

And lokef e nowe whe[r] moste sorwe is inne 

Ther wil .1. firste amenden and be-gynne . 
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88 GEoup A. § 2. knisht's tale. Ellesmere MS. 

Quster quod he / this is my fulle assent" 

'^ With all thavys / heere of my parlemenf 3076 

That gentil Palamon / thyn owene knyght 

That serueth yow / wj't/i wille / herte / and mygSt 

And euere hath doon / syn fat ye first hym tnewe 

That ye shul of your grace / vp on hym rewe 3080 

And taken hym / for housbonde and for lord' 

Leue ' me youre hond / for this is cure accord' or Lene] 

Lat se now / of youre 'wommanly pitee 

He IS a kynges brother sone pardee 3084 

And though he were / a poure hacheler 

Syn he hath serued yow / so many a yeer 

And had for yow / so greet Aduersitee 

It moste been considered / leeueth me 3088 

ffor gentil mercy / oghte to passen righf 

^ Thanne seyde he thus / to Palamon ful ngfif 

I trowe / ther nedeth litel sermonyng* Beats?, back] 

To make yow / assente to this thyng* 3092 

Com neer / and taak youre lady by the hond 

Bitwixen hem / was maad anon the boncf 

That highte matrimoigne / or manage 

By al the conseil / and the Baronage 3096 

% And thus / with alle blisse and melodye 

Hath Palamon / ywedded Emelye 

And god / fat al this wyde world hath wrogfif 

Sende hym his loue / that it deere aboghf 3100 

ffor now IS Palamon / in alle wele 

Lyuynge in blisse / in nchesse and m heele 

And Emelye / hym loueth so tendrely 

And he hire / serueth so gentilly 3104 

That neuere / was ther no word hem bitwene 

Of lalousie / or any oother tene 

Thus endeth Palamon and Emelye 

And God saue / al this faire compaignye Amen 3108 

% Heere is ended the knyghtes tale fS) 
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88 GEOtfP A. § 2. knight's tale. Hengwrt MS. 

IT Suster quod he / this is my ful assent* 

With al thauys / heer of my parlement 3076 

That gentil Palamon / youre owene knyghf 

That serueth yow / with wyl and herte myghf 

And euere hath doon / syn ye first hym knewe 

That ye shal of youre grace vp on hym rewe 3080 

And taken hym / for houshond and for lord 

Leen me youre hond / for this is oure acord 

Lat se now / of youre wommanly pitee 

He is / a kynges brother sone pardee 3084 

And thogh he were / a poure Bachiler 

Syn he hath serued yow / so many a yeer 

And had for yow / so greet aduersitee 

It moste been considred / leueth me 3088 

fifor gentil mercy / oghte to passen nghf 

% Thanne seyde he thus / to Palamon the knyghf 

I trowe / ther nedeth Htel sermonyng* 

To make yow / assente to this thyng* 3092 

Com neer / and taketh youie lady by the hond 

Bitwixe hem / was maad anon the bond 

That highte matrymoigne / or mariage 

By al the conseil / and the Baronage 3096 

And thus / with alle bHsse / and melodye 

Hath Palamon / ywedded Emelye 

And god / that al this world hath wroght 

Sende hym his loue / that hath it deere aboghf 

ffor now is Palamon / in alle wele 

Lyuynge m blisse / ia nchesse / and m heele 

And Emelye / hym loueth so tendrely 

And he / Mr serueth so gentilly 

That was ther no word hem bitwene 

Of lalousie / or any oother teene 

Thus endeth Palamon / and Emelye 

And god saue / al this faire compaignye Amen fgj 

1 Here is ended the Ejiyghtes tale fSj 
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[Suster quod he this is my ful assent 

With aUe thaues heere of my parlemenf 

That gentyl palamon joure owne knyghf 

That seruyth 30U with wU herte and myght 

As euer hath don sithen je first hym knewe 

That je shul of joure [grace] vpon hun rewe 

And taken for husbond and for lord 

Lene me joure hond for this is oure acorde 

Lete see now if youre wommanly pitee 

He IS a kingis brother sone parde 

A[nd thou^ he be a pore bachelere 

S[ithen he hath serued 30U so many a jere 

A[nd had for 30U so gret aduersite 

It [most be considered leuyth me] [Sioane extr. ends] 

Sov gentyl mercy owith to passyn ryght 

Than seyde he Jjus to palamouw ful rygh[t] 

I trowe pere nedyth lytil sarmonynge 

To make 30W assente to the thynge 

Come ner & tak joure lady bi the hond 

By-twefyra hem was mad anon the bond 

That hyghte matrjononye or mariage 

By al the cuntre & the barourenage 

And f us wit/i al blys & melody 

Hath Palamouw I-wedded emely 

And god fat al f is wyde word hath wrought 

Synde hym his loue fat hath it dere abought 

ffor now is Palamouw m alle wele 

leuynge in blysse in nchesse & ui hele 

And Emelye hym louyth so tenderely 

And he here seruyth so gentylly 

That neuere was fere no word hem be-twen 

Of lelousye or ony of er teene ^ 

Thus endyth Palamouw & Emelye 

And god saue al this ffayre cumpaynye. 

\rest of leaf nearly all cut out.'] 
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88 GBO0P A. § 2. KNIGHTS TALE. CorpUS MS. 

Suster quod lie fis is my ful assent" 

Wip aft pscays heere of" my parlement/ 3076 

That" gentil Palamon joure ougline knigBf 

Thaf seiuetli jou with wille and iierte and migBt / 

And euer hajj don sijjen ye fersf him knewe 

That" 36 schull of joiir grace vpon him rewe 3080 

And taken him for houshond and for lord 

Lena me your hond for Jis is oure acord 

Laf see now of" your wommanly pite 

he is a Mnges hrojjer sone parde 3084 

And fough he were a pore Bachiller 

Syn he ha)) serued you so many a yeer 

And had for jou so gref aduersite / 

If moste hen considered leeuef me 3088 

ffor gentil mercy oughte to passen righf 

Than seide he Jjus to Palamon fe knigfif 

I trowe fer needej) litel sermonyng* 

To make you assented to Jjis Jjing" 3092 

Come nere and take joure lady hy fe hond 

Bitwixen hem was maad anon j?e hond 

Thaf highte matrimoigne or manage tieaf 44] 

By aft pe counsail and pe haronage 3096 

And Jjus ynp alle blisse and melodye 

Hajj Palamon y-wedded Emelye 

And god Jjaf al pis world haj) wrought" 

Sende him his loue faf haJ) if deere bougBf 3100 

ffor now is Palamon in aUe wele 

Lyuyng* in blisse in richesse and in. hele 

And Emely him loueth so tendrely 

And he hir serue]) so gentilly 3104 

Thaf was Jier no word hem betweene / 

Of" lalousie or ony ojer teene 

Thus endeth Palamon and Emelye / 

And god saue aft fis faire companye 3108 
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88 GROUP A. § 2. KNIGHTS TALE. Petworth MS. 

Suster quod he J)is is my ful assenf 

Wij) aft thaues here of my parlemenf 3076 

Thaf Gemtile Palamon jour owne knygjf 

pa,f seruej) jou wiJ; wiUe herte and myjf 

And euer ha]) do sijjen je firsf hym knewe 

Jiaf je shal of joure grace vpon hym rewe 3080 

And taken [hym] for husbonde and for lor(J 

Lene me 3 oure honde for Jis is our aocor(5 

Lete se nowe of joure womanly pite 

He is a kingges brofer sone parde 3084 

And Jouje he be a poor bachiler' 

Si]) he ha]) serued 30U so mony a jere 

And had for jou so grete aduersite 

If mosf be considered leuej) me 3088 

ffor gentel Mercy oujf to passen rijf iieaf4.%baok] 

Than seide he pws to Palamon Jie knyjf 

I trowe fere nede litel sermonynge 

To make 30U assente to Jus Jimge 3092 

CoTwme]) nere and takep joure lady by Jie honde 

Bytwix hem two was made anon pe bonde 

Jiaf hijte Matn'moyne or manage 

By aft pe counsaile and [the] baronage 3096 

And ])us -wip al[le] blisse and melodye 

HaJ) Palamon ywedded Emelye 

And god pat al fis world' ha]) wroujf 

Send hym his loue ])af ha]) if dere boujf 3100 

ffor nowe is Palamon in alpe] wele 

Lyuynge in al blisse in ricches and in hele 

And Emely him loue]) so tenderly 

And he hir" serue]) so gentely 3104 

Was neuer" no worde hem bitwene 

Of lelousie or eny oper tene 

Thus ende]) pe tale of Palamon and Emelye 

And god saue al fis faire companye 3108 

IT Here ende]) pe knyghtes tale 
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88 GROUP A. § 2. knight's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

f Suster quod he pis is my ful assente 

Wip al pau-ys here of my parlemente 3076 

That gentift Palamon joure owen knylit [leaf ss, back] 

That seniep ^owe wip wift and herte and myht 

And euer hape do sep'firste 36 him knewe 

That je schaft of jowere grace vpon him rewe 3080 

And taken him for husbonde and for lorde 

Lene me jowre honde for pis is oure accorde 

Lat see nowe of jowre woTOmanly pyte 

He is a kinges broper sonne parde 3084 

And pouhe he weere a pouer bachellere 

Sen he hape serued jowe so mony a jere 

And had for jowe so grete aduersite 

It moste be considered leuep me 3088 

ffor gentil mercye oute to passen riht 

]3an seide he pus to Palamon pe knyht 

.1. trowe pere nedepe litul sermonynge 

To make jowe assente to pis pmge 3092 

Comep nere and takep jowre lady be pe honde 

Be-twexen hem anone was maade pe bonde 

Jjat hiht Matrimoigne or manage 

Be al pe counsel and pe Baronage 3096 

And wip al blis and melodye 

Hape Palamon ywedded Emelye 

An god pat hape al pis werlde wrouht 

Sende him his loue pat hap it dere bouht 3100 

ffor nowe is Palamon in al his wele 

Leueinge in bUs richesse and hele 

And Emely him louep so tenterly 

And he hir se[r]uith so gentilly 3104 

That pere no worde was hem be-twene 

Of lolousy or any oper tene 

Thus Endep Palamon and Emelye] 

And god saue al pis faire compaignye 3108 

Explicit fabnla mylitts. 
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GROUP A. § 3. miller's prologue. Hengwrt MS. 89 group A. § 3. miller's prologue. Cambridge MS. 




% Heere folwen the wordes / bitwene the hoost* 
and the Millere (^ 

^han that the fcnyghf had thus his tale ytoolJ 
In al the route / ne was ther yong ne odd 
That he ne seyde / it was a nohle stone 
And worthy / for to drawen to memone 
And namely the gentils euerichon 
Oure hoost lougB / and swoor so moot I gon 
This gooth aright / ynhokeled is the Male 
Lat se now / who shal telle another tale 
ifor trewely / the game is wel bigonne 
Now teUeth on sire Monk / if that ye konne 
Sumwhaf to quite with the knyghtes tale 
The Millere / that for-dronken was al pale 
So that vnnethe / vp on his hors he saf 
He nolde aualen / neither hood ne hati 
Ne ahyde no man / for his curteisie 
But m Pilates voys / he gan to one 
And swoor by Armes / and by blood / and bones 
I kan a noble tale for the nones 
With which / I wol now quite / the knyghtes tale 
Oure hoost saugh / that he was dronke of ale 
And seyde / abyd Eobyn my leeue brother 
Som bettre man / shal telle vs first another 
Abyde / and lat ts werken thriftily 
IT By goddes soule quod he / that wol nat I 
ffor I wol speke / or eUes go my wey 
Oure hoost answerde / tel on a deuele wey 
Thou art a fool / thy wit is ouercome 
IT Now herkneth quod the Millere alle and some 
But firsf I make a protestacioun 
That I am dronke / I knowe it by my soun 
And therfore / if that I mysspeke or seye 
Wyte if the Ale of Southwerk I [you] preye 
7 ellesmeee 89 
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3132 
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^ The prologe of the Milleres tale fS) 

w 

■Jl/ Han that the knyghf hadde thus his tale ytoold 
' ' In al the compaignie / nas ther yong ne oold 

That he ne seyde / it was a noble Stone 

And worthy / for to drawen to memorie 3112 

And namely / the gentils euerichon 

IT Oure hoost lough / and swoor so moot I gon 

This gooth arighf vnbokeled is the male 

Lat se now / who shal telle another tale 3116 

ffor trewely / the game is wel bigonne 

Now telleth ye su-e Monk / if Tpat ye konne 

Som what / to quite with the knyghtes tale 

IT The Mdlere / that for-dronken was a pale 3120 

So that ynnethe / vp on his hors he sat 

He nolde aualen / neither hood ne hat 

Ne abiden no man / for his curteisye 

But m Pilates Toys / he gan to crye 3124 

And swoor by armes / and by blood and bones 

I kan a noble tale / for the nones 

With which / I wol now quite the knyghtes tale 

IT Oure Hoost saugh / fat he was dronke of ale 3128 

IT And seyde / abyde Eobyn leeue brother [leaf «, back] 

Som bettre man / shal telle vs iirst another 

Abyde / and lat vs werken thriftily 

f By goddes soule quod he / that wol naf I 3132 

ffor I wol speke / or eUis go my wey 

IT Oure Hoost answerde / tel on a deuele wey 

Thow art a fool / thy wit is ouercome 

IT Now herkneth quod the MiUere / alle and some 3136 

But firsf I make a protestacioun 

That I am dronke / I knowe it by my sown 

And therfore / if fat I mysspeke / or seye 

Wite if / the ale of Southwerk" I preye 3140 

7 hengwrt 89 



1 whan y knyght hath ]yus hese tale told 
In al y route nas fere jyng ne old 
That he ne seyde it nas a noble story 
And worthy for to drawe to memory 
And nanieli J)^ gentilis eueiychon 
Our ost lough and swor so mote I gon 
Thys goth aryght onbokeled is the male 
Let sen now who schal telle a nofer tale 
ffor trewely the game is wel begunne 
Now tellyth ^e sere monk 3yf fat 30 cuwne 
Sumwhat to quite with y knyghtis tale 
The meUere that dronke was al pale 
So that a-nethe vp on his hors he sat 
He nulde a-vale neythyr hod ne hat 
Ne abyde no man for hese curteysye 
But in pilat voys he gan to crye 
And swor by armys & by blod & bonys 
I can a noble tale for thenonys 
With whiche he wele now quyte f e kny3t^s tale 
Oure ost saw fat he was dronke of ale 
And seyde a-byd Eobyn myn leue brothyr 
Sum betere man schal telle vs fyrst a nothyr 
Onbyd & lat vs werke thryftyly 
By goddys soule / (^uod he fat wele nat I 
ffor I wele speke 01 ellys gon myn wey 
Oure ost answerde telle on a delewey 
Thow art a fol thy wit is ouercome 
Now herkenygh <^uod the meUere aUe & some 
But fyrst I make a protestacyoun 
That I am dronke I knowe it be myn sou» 
And f erfore jif I mys speke or seye 
Wite it the ale of Southwerk I preye 
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[710 gap in the MS.] 

^ The Millewardes tale/ 

fhan faf Jje kniglif liad J)us his tale y-told 
In att fe companye nas fer jong* ne old 
Thaf he ne seyde it / was a noble storye 
And worjji for to drawen m memorie 3112 

And nameUohe Jje gentils euerych oon) 
Oure Oosf lough and swor so mof I gon) 
This go]) anghf vnbokeled is Jje male/ 
laf se now who schal telle anofer tale 3116 

ffor trewely fe game is wel bygonne 
N"ow tellef je sire mohki if je kunne 
Somwhat" to quyte with jje knightes tale 
The meUer Jjaf for-drunken was al pale 3120 

So Jjaf vnnejie vpon his hors he saf 
he nolde aualen neyjjer hood ne haf 
ITe abide noman for his curtesie/ 

Buf m Pilates vois he gan to crye 3124 

And swor by armes and by blood and bones 
I can a noble tale for Jje nones 
Wif which I wol now quite fe knightes tale 
Oure oosf saugh fjafr he was drunken of ale 3128 

And seyde abyde Eobyn leeue brojjer 
Som bettre man schal telle vs ferst anojjer [leaf u, back] 

Abyd and laf vs werken JjriftUy 

By goddes soule quod he Jjaf wol naf I 3132 

ffor I wol speken or eUes go my weye 
Oure oosf answerde /telle on a deuelleweye 
Thou arf a fool Jii witte is ouercome 

IS'ow herknejj quojj Jje meller alle and some 3136 

Buf firsf I make a protestaciown 
Thaf I am dronke I knowe if by my souu 
And Jjerfore if I speke or mys say 

Wite 30 if Jje ale of Suthwert I jou pray 31 40 

7 CORPUS 89 



& here bygnnejj 
Jje Prologe of Jje Milleres tale 
IT The Prologe 

fhan Jjaf Jie knyghf had Jjm« his tale told' 
In al the companye nas Jjer ^onge ne olde 
Jjaf he ne seide if was a noble stone 
And worfii to be drawe m memorie 
And namely the gentels euerechon 
Our hooste loughe and swore so mof I goii 
This go)) a rijf Tnbokeled is Jie male 
Laf se nowe who shal telle anojjere tale 
ffor trewly Jje game is wel bygonne 
Now telle)) 30 sir* monke ^if 30 conne 
Somwhat to quyte wiji Jie knyghtes tale 
The Miller' Jiaf for-dronke was al pale 
So J)af vnnejjes vppon his hors he satte 
He wold availe neijie hode ne hatte 
Ne abide no man for his curtesie 
Buf m Pilates vois he bygan to one 
And swore by armes blode and bones 
I can a noble tale for J)e nones 
Wijj Jje which I wil now quyte Jje knyjtes tale 
Our" [hooste] seghe Jjaf he was dronke of ale 
And seide abide Eobyn leue brother* 
SommB better man shal telle vs firsf aiioper" 
Abide and [let] us wirche thriftely 
By goddes soule quod he fat wil nof I 
ffor I wil speke or ellis go my way 
Our hooste answerd seye on a deuel way 
Thou arte a fool )ii witf is ouercommen 
Now harkenej) quod fe myllere al and som 
IT Buf firsf I make a protestaciown 
faf I am dronke I knowe if by my sown 
And Jjerfore jif I mysspeke or say 
Wite if Jje Ale of suthwerk I 30U pray 

7 tETWOBTH 89 



Incipit prologus Melendenarij 

TTThan fat Jje knyht had Jjus his tale y-tolde 
In al Jje company nas Jjere jonge ne holde 

That he ne seide it was noble storye 
3112 And worjii for to drawen m memorie 3112 

And nameliche fe gentils eue)-ychone 

Owre oste louhe and "swore so mot .1. gone 

This gojje ariht vnboklede is Jje male 
3116 Lat see nowe who schal tel anoJjer tale 3116 

ffor trewly Jie game is wele be-gunne [leaf 39] 

Now teUef 30 sire monke if je kunne 

Somewhat to white wiJj Jie knyhtes tale 
3120 5r The Mellere Jjat for-dronken was al pale 3120 

So Jiat vnneji vpon his hors he sat 

He nolde a-valen neyjje hode ne hat 
[leaf u] Ne abide noman for his curtasie 
3124 Bot m Pilates voice he gan to one 3124 

And swore be armes and be blode and bones 

.1. can a noble tale for fe nones 

Wif whiche .1. wil nowe qvite J)e knyhtes tale 
3128 Owre oste sauhe Jiat he was dronken of ale 3128 

And seide abide Eobm leue brojjere 

Som better man schal tel us firste a-nojjer 

Abide and late vs werken Jireftely 
3132 Be goddes sowle qwod he Jjat wil nouht .1, 3132 

ffor .1. wil speken or elles go my weye 

Oure Oste ansewerd . tett on Jian a deuelweye 

Thowe ert a fole Jii witte is ouer come 
3136 Nowe herken qzfod Jje Mellere al awt? some 3136 

Bot fiist .1. make a protestaciown 

Jjat .1. am dronken .1. knowe it be my sowne 

And Jjere if .1. speke or mys saie 
3140 "Wiyte it Jje ale of Soujjewerk I. jowe praie 3140 
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90 GROUP A. § 3. millee's peologue. Ellesmere MS. 

ifor I wol telle / a legende and a lyf 

Bothe of a Carpenter / and of his wyf 

How tliat a clerk / hath set the wrightes cappe 

IT The Eeue answerde / and seyde stynt thy clappe 

Lat be / thy lewed dronken harlotrye 

It IS a synne / and eek a greet folye 

To apeyren any man / or hym defame 

And eek" to bryngen wynes m swich fame 

Thou mayst ynogh / of othere thynges seyn 

IF This dronke MiUere / spak ful soone ageyn 

And seyde / leue brother Osewold! 

Who hath no, wyf / he is no Cokewold' 

But I sey nat therfore / that thou art con 

Ther been ful goode wyues many oon 

And euere / a thousand goode / ayeyns oon badde 

That knowestow wel thy self / but if thou madde 

Why artow angry / with my tale now 

I haue a wjrf pardee / as wel as thow 

Yet nolde I / for the oxen in my plogli 

Take vp on me / moore than ynogE 

As demen of my self / that I were oon 

I wol bileue wel / that I am noon 

An housbonde / shal nat been Inquisityf 

Of goddes pryuetee / nor of his wyf 

So he may fynde goddes foyson) there 

Of the remenanf nedeth nat enquere 

IT What sholde I moore seyn / but this Millere 

He nolde his wordes / for no man forbere 

But tolde his cherles tale in his manere 

Mathynketh / that I shal reherce it heere 

And ther-fore euery gentil wight I preye 

ifor goddes loue / demeth nat that I seye 

Of yuel entente / but that I moot reherce 

Hir tales alle / be they bettre or werse 

Or elles / falsen som of my mateere 

And therfore / who so list it nat yheere 
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3148 



3152 



3156 



3160 



3164 



3168 



3172 



3176 



90 GEoup A. § 3. millee's prologue. Hengwrt MS. 

ffor I wol telle / a legende and a lyf 

Bothe of a Carpenter / and of his wyf 

How jjat a clerk" hath set the wrightes cappe 

IT The Eeue answerde / and seyde stynt thy clappe 

Lat be / thy lewed dronken harlotrye 

It IS a synne / and eek a greet folye 

To apeyren any man / or hym diifame 

And eek to bryngen wyues / m swich fame 

Thow mayst ynow / of othere thynges seyn 

IT This dronken Milleie / spak ful soone ageyn 

And seyde / leeue brother Osewolcf 

Who hath no wyf / he is no Cokewold' 

But I seye nat ther-fore / fat thow art oon 

Ther been ful goode wyues many oon 

[ 

no gap in the, M8?^ 

Why artow angry / wit my tale now 

I haue a wyf pardee / as wel as thow 

Yet nolde I / for the oxen m my plough 

Take vp on me / moore than ynough 

As demen of my self / fat I were oon 

I wol bileeue wel / pat I am noon 

An housbonde / shal noght been Inquisityf/ 

Of goddes pryuetee / nor of his wyf 

So he may fynde / goddes foyson there 

Of the remenanf nedeth noght enquere 

IT What sholde I moore seyn / but tins Millere 

He nolde his wordes / for no man forbere 

But tolde his cherles tale / ui his manere 

Me athynketh / that I shal reherce it heere 

And ther-fore / euery gentil wight I preye 

Demeth noghf for goddes loue / fat I seye 

Of yuel entente / but for I moot reherse 

Hir tales alle / be they bet or werse 

Or ellis falsen / som of my matere 

And ther-fore / who so list it noght yhere 
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3144 



3148 



3152 



3156 



3160 



3164 



[leaf 42] 

3172 



3176 



3144 

[leaf 175, backj 



3148 



3152 



90 GBOUP A. § 3. millee's prologue. Cambridge MS. 

ffor I wele telle a legende & a lyf 

Bothe of a carpenter & hese wyf 

How that a clerk hath set the wryghtis cappe 

The reue answerde & seyde stynt py?2 clappe 

let be fyn lewede dronke harlotrye 

It is a sywne & ek a gret folye 

To apeyre ony man or hym diffame 

And ek to bryngyn whyuys in swych fame 

fou mayst I-now of ofere thyngis sayn 

This dronkyn mellere spak ful sone ageyn 

And seyde leue brothyr Osewold 

Ho hath no wif he is no coukewold 

But I seye not fej'fore fat f ou art on 

There ben ful goode wiTis manyon 

And euer a thousent goode a-3ens on badde 

That knowyst fou wel fyn self / but 3if f ou madde 3156 

Why art f ou angry w«t^ myn tale now 

I haue a wif also as wel as f ou 

Jit nolde I not for the oxsyn iu myn plow 

Takyn vp on me more fan I-now 

As demyn. m myn self fat f ou were on 

I wele be-leue wel fat I ne am non 

An husbonde schal not ben mquysityf 

Of goddis pnuyte nor of hese wyf 

So he may fyndyn godis foysouwn there 

Of the remenauret nedyth not tenquyre 

What schalde I seyn But this mellere 

He wolde hese wordys for no man forbere 

But tolde hese cherlyoh tale \n hese manere 

Me thynkyth I schal reherse it here 

And f erfore euery gentyl wygh I preye 

ffor goddys loue demyth not fat I seye 

Of euyl entent but for I mot reherse 

Here talys al be fey betere or werse 

Or ellys fallyn sum of myn matere 

And f erfore who so leste it not here 
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3172 



3176 
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GEoup A. § 3. miller's peologtjb. Corpus MS. 90 geoup A. § 3. millee's peologue. Petworth MS. 90 geoup A. § 3. miller's prologue. lansdowne MS. 



ffor I -wol telle a legende and a lyfi 

Bofe of! a Carpenter and of" his wijf / 

how Jjaf a clert ha)) setf Jie wrightes cappe 

The Eeeue ans-werde and seyde stynf fy olappe 3144 

lat" be j)i lewed dronken harlotrie 

It" is a synne and eebe gref folye 

To apeiren eny man or diffame 

And eet to bnnge wyfos m such fame 3148 

Thou maisf ynough of* ofer finges sain 

This dronken meller spat ful soone agayn 

And seyde leeue brojier Osewold / 

Who has no wyfi he is no Cokewold 3152 

Buf r seye noughf f erfore faf fou arf oon) 

Ther been M goode wyfes many on 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] 3166 

Why arf Jjou angry wif my tale now 

I haue a wif" parde as wel as Jjou 

Tef nolde I not* for fe Oxen m my plough. 

Take vpon me more fan ynough 3160 

As demen on my selfi fat I were oon 

I wil bileeue fat I am noon 

And housbonde schal nof ben Inquysitif" 

Of! goddes priuetees ne ofi his wijf" 3164 

So he may fynde goddes foyson fere/ 

Of f e remenanf needef noughf to enquere 

Whaf soholde I more sayn but f is Mellere 

he nolde his wordes for no man forbere [leaf 45' 

Buf tolde his cherles tale in his manere 

Me af mkef f af I schal reherce hem heere 

And f erfore euery gentil wighf I preye 

Demef noughf for goddes loue faf I seye 3172 

Of" yuel entenf buf for faf I moot reherse 

Here tales alio be f ei bettre or worse 

Or eUes falsen som of" my matiere 

And fer-fore who so lisf if noughf to heere 3176 

CORPUS 90 



ffor I wiU telle a legend' and a Hff 

Bof of a Carpenter" and [of] his wiff 

How faf a olerke reff the wri3tes cappe 

The reue answerd' and seide stinf of fi olappe 3144 

Laf be f i lewde dronken harlotrie 

If is a synne and eke a grete folye 

To appeyren eny man or hym diffame 

And eke to bnnge wives in such name 3148 

Jjow maisf ynowe of of er f mgges seine 

J3is dronken Millere spake ful sone ageyn 

And seide leue brof er oswalde 

Who haf no wif . is no kukwoW 3152 

Buf I seie nof f erfor faf f ou art oon 

Ther ben ful good[e] wyues mony on 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] 3156 

Whi arf f ou angry wif my tale nowe 

I haue a wiff parde as wel as f ou/ 

?if nolde I for f e oxen m my plogB 

Take Tpon me more fan ynogh 3160 

As demen of my seluen faf I were oone Ueaf 44, back] 

I wH bylieue faf faf I am none 

An husbond! shuld' nof be mquesitif 

Of goddes prtuete ne of his wif 3164 

So he may finde goddes foyson fere 

Of f e remenanf nedef naf to enquere 

WTiaf shul(J I more seie buf f e Millere 

He nyl his wordes for no man for-bere 3168 

Buf tolde his Chirles tale m his manere 

Me forf enkef faf I shal reherce it here 

And f erfore euery gentil wijf I preie 

Demef nof for goddes loue faf I seie 3172 

Of euel entenf buf for I mote reherce 

Her tales aUe be f ei bettei* OT wors/ 

Or ellis fals somew of my matere 

And f erfore who Usf if nof here 3176 

PETWORTH 90 



ffor .1 wiit teft a legende and a lif 

Bof en of a carpenter and his wif 

Howe fat a olerke haf e sette f e wrihtes cappe 

The reue ansewerde stinte f 1 clappe 

Latt hue f 1 lewed dronken harlotrie 

It is a smne and eke grete folye 

To appeiren any man or him defame 

And eke to brmge wiues ia suche fame 

Jjou maist ynouhe of of ere f mges saine 

This dronken Meller spak ful sone ajeme 

And seid leue brof er oswolde 

Who haf e no wif he is no cokewolde 

But .1. seie noujt fere-fore fat f ou act oon 

Ther bene ful gode wives Many on 

[ 



. no gap in the MS.] 

Whi ert f ou angri wif my tale nowe 
I. haue a wife perde as wele as f owe 
3ete nolde .1. note for f e oxen in my plouhe 
Tak vpon me more fan .1. nowhe 
As demen of my self fat .1. were oone 
.1. will' beleue fat .1. am none 
An husbonde schal nouht be mquisitif 
Of goddes prmetees ne of his wif 
So he may iinde goddes foyson fere 
Of f e remenant nedef nouht to enquere 
What schold .1. more seie f Bot f is Mellere 
He nolde his wordes for noman forbere 
Bot [sayde] his cherles tale in his manere 
Me af enkef fat .1. schal reherce hem here 
And f er-for euery . gentil whight .1. preie 
Demef nouht for goddes loue fat .1. seie 
Of yuel enten bot fat .1. mot reherce 
Her tales al be f ei bettor or worse 
Or elles falsen sowime of my matiere 
And fere-fore who so list nouht to here 
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3144 



3148 



3152 



3156 



3160 



[leafs 



3164 



3168 



3172 



3176 



GROUP A. § 3. millee's peologtje. Ellesmere MS. 91 group A. § 3. miller's prologue. Hengwrt MS. 91 group A. § 3. miller's prologue. Cambridge MS. 91 



Turne ouer the leef / and chese another tale 
ifor he shal fynde ynowe / grete and smale 
Of stonal thyngt that toucheth gentillesse 
And eet moralitee / and hoolynesse 
Blameth nat me / if that ye chese amys 
The Millere / is a cherl / ye knowe wel this 
So was the Eeue / and othere manye mo 
And harlotrie // they tolden bothe two 
Auyseth yow / putteth me out of hlame 
And eet men shal nat maken ernest of game 

[Slight break- in the MS-I 



[leaf 38, back] 

3180 



3184 



Turne ouer the leef / and chese another tale 
ffor he shal fynde ynowe / grete and smale 
Of stonal thyng) that toucheth gentilesse 
And eek moralitee / and holynesse 
Blameth noght me / if fat ye chese amys 
The MiUere is a cherl / ye knowe wel this 
So was the Reue eek* and othere mo 
And harlotrye / they tolden hoihe two 
Auyseth yow / and put me out of blame 
And eefc men shal noghf maken ernest of game 

{Slight break i?i the MS.] 



3180 



3184 



Turne oner the lef & ches a nofer tale 

for he schal fynde I-nowe grete & smale 

Of storyal thyng Tpat touchith gentillesse 

An ek MoraUite and holynesse 

Blamyth not me jif je chesyn amys 

The mellere is a cherl je knowe wel this 

So was the reue & ojjere manye mo 

And harlotrye fey tolde bothe to 

Avyseth jow put me out of blame 

And ek men schal not makyn ernest of game 

here endith the prologe/ 

[No gap m the MS.] 
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GROUP A. § 3. miller's prologue. Corpus MS. 91 group A. § 3. miller's prologue. Petworth MS. 91 group A. § S. miller's prologue. Lansdowae MS. 91 



Tome ouer fe leefi and cliees anojjer tale 
ffor 36 sohulle fynde ynowe grate and smale 
Of" stonal Jimg* Jiaf touohej) gentilesse 
And eat moraJite and holynesse 
Blame)) nof me if fat" je cteese amys 
The meller is a cherl ^e knoTve wel fis 
So was fe Reeue eek" and ofer m^o 
And i.arlotria f>ey toldan bojje tuo 
Auisajj 30U and putteji me out of blame 
And eek" men schal nof make ernest of game 

{No gap in the MS.I 



3180 



3184 



Torne ouer fe lief and ohese anojjer tale 
ffor je sliul fynde ynow grate and smale 
Of histonal ))mg6 ]5af touchefi gentilnesse 
And eke moralite and holynesse 
Blame nof me jif Jjaf ya chese amys 
The Millere is a cheerle je knowe wel Jus 
So was the Eeue eke and other mao 
And harlotne fei told' hofi twoo 
Avise 30U and puf me out" of blame 
And eke men shal nof make ernesf of game 
Thus endej) fe prologe. 

[No hredk in the MS.\ 



3180 



3184 



Torne ouere fe leue and chese a-nofer tale 
ffor je schal finde . y-nowe grete and smale 
Of stoiial Jnnge jiat touche]) gentUlesse 
And eke moralite and holynesse 
Blame)) noujt ma if fat ^e chesen a-mys 
The meller is a cherle 36 knowe wele Jiis 
So was f e reue eke and of ar mo 
And harlotrye fei tolden bof tuo 
Anise)! 30we and putte me owte of blame 
And eke men schal nou3te make amest of game 

Explicit prologus. 

[No gap in the MS.I 
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92 GROUP A. § 4. miller's tale. EUesmere MS. 



92 GROUP A. § 4. miller's tale. Hengwrt MS. 



92 group a. § 4. miller's tale. Cambridge MS 




IT Heere bigynneth the Millere his tale. 

rHilom / ther was dwellynge at Oxenford? 
A riohe gnof / that gestes heeld to hord 3188 

And of his craff he was a Carpenter 
Wiih hym / ther was dwellynge a poure scoler 

Hadde lerned Aif hut al his fantasye ipamtugoftiieMaieri 

Was turned / for to lerne Astrologye 3192 

And koude / a certeyn of conclusions 

To demen / by Interrogacions 

If Jjat men asked hym / in certem houres 

Whan fat men sholde haue droghte or elles shoures 3196 

Or if men asked hym / what sholde hifalle 

Of euery thyng / I may nat rekene hem aUe 

IT This clerk* was cleped / hende Nicholas 

Of deeme loue he koude and of solas 3200 

And ther-to / he was sleigh / and ful pr2uee 

And lyk a mayden / meke for to see 

A chambre hadde he m that hostelrye 

Allone / with-outen any compaignye 3204 

iful fetisly ydighf with herbes swoote 

And he hym self / as sweete as is the roote 

Of lycorys / or any Cetewale 

His Almageste / and bookes grete and smale 3208 

His Astrelabie / longynge for his Art/ 

His Augrym stones / layen faire a part/ 

On shelues / couched at his beddes heed 

His presse yoovered / with a faldyng reed 3212 

And all aboue / ther lay a gay Sautrie 

On which / he made a nyghtes melodie 

So swetely / that al the chambre rong" 

And Angelus ad virginem / he song< 3216 

And after thaf he song* the kynges noote 

fful often / blessed was his myrie throte 

ELLESMERB 92 



3188 



3192 



% Here bigynneth the Millerys tale ^ 

fhUom ther was dwellyng at Oxenford? 
A nche gnof that gestes heeld to bord 
And of his craff he was a Carpenter 
With hym ther was dwellynge a poure Scoler 
Hadde lerned art* but al his fantasie 
Was turned / for to leere Astrologie 
And koude / a certeyn of conclusions 
To demen / by interrogacions 
If Jjat men axed hym / in certein houres 
Whan fat men sholde haue droghte / or ellis shoures 3196 
Or if men axed hym / what shal bifalle 
Of euery thyng / I may nat rekene hem alio 
IT This clerk / was clepyd hende Mcholas 
Of derne loue he koude / and of solas 3200 

And ther-to he was sleigh / and ful pryuee 
And lyk a mayde meke / for to see 
A chambre hadde he / in that hostelne 
Allone / with-outen any compaignye 3204 

fful fetisly dight / with herbes swoote 
And he hym self* as sweete as is the roote 
Of lycorys / or any Cetuale [leaf 42, tack] 

His Almageste / and bookes grete and smale 3208 

His Astrelabye / longynge for his Arf 
His Augrym stones / layen faire a parf 
On shelues couched / at his beddes heed 
His presse / ycouered with a fialdyng reed 3212 

And al aboue / ther lay a gay Sautrye 
On which / he made a nyghtes melodye 
So swetely / fat al the chambre roong< 
And Angelus ad virginem / he soong* 3216 

And after that" he soong the kynges note 
fful often bKssed was / his murye throte 
hengwrt 92 




& here begywnytli the tale. 

fHDhom fere was dweUirage ira Oxenforde 
A ryche gnoff fat gestis helde to horde 3188 

And of his craft a carpenter 
WitA hym fere was dwellywge a pore scoler 

Hadde lernede art but of hese fantasye 

Was turned for to lernyn astronomye 3192 

And coude a certyn of cowclusiounys 

To demyn by interrogacyouMnys 

5if that men axsed hym m certeyn hourys 

Wha» men schulde haue droughte or eUe schourys 3196 

Or 3if men axsede hym what schulde be-falle 

Of euery thyng I may not rekene he??i alle 

This clerk was clepid hende nycholas 

Of derne loue he coude & of solas 3200 

And f erto he was sly & ful preue 

And lyk a mayde meke for to se 

A chaOTbre hadde he in that ostelrye 

Alone with-outyn ony compaygnye 3204 

ffid fetously I-dygh with erbis sote 

And he hym self as swete as is the rote 

Of lioorys or ony Cetewale 

Hese almageste & bokys grete & smale 3208 

Hese augrym stonys lynge fayre apart 

Hese astellabre longynge for hese art 

On scheluys couchede at hese bedys hed 

Hese presse I-couered w*t^ a faldynge red 3212 

And al aboue fere lay a gay sautrye 

On whiche he made on nyghtis melodye 

So swetely fat al the chambere rong [ieafi76,baok] 

And Angelus ad uirginem he song 3216 

And affcyr fat he song the kyngis note 

fful oftyn blyssede was hese mery throte 
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92 GROUP A. § 4. milier's tale. Corpus MS. 



92 GROUP A. § 4. miller's tale. Petworth MS. 



92 GROUP A. § 4. miller's tale. lansdowne MS. 




Hlom Jier -was dwellyngf at Oxenfoord? 
A Eiche gnoffe paf gestes lieeld to "boorde 3188 
And of" Ills crafte he was a Caipunter 
WiJ) him Jier was dwellyng^ a pouer scoler 
hadde lemed arf hut alt his fantasye 
Was tomed for to leme astrologie/ 3192 

And coujje a certein of" conclusions 

To demen hy interrogacions 

Ifi Jiaf men axed him in ceiteyn houres 

"Whan men schuld haue dioughf or elles schoures 3196 

Or it men axed him whaf schal hifaUe 

Of" euery ])ing* I may noughf rekaen alle 

This clerk" was cleped heende iN'icholas 

Of derne loue he coufe and of" Solas 

And Jjer-to he was sleigh and ful priue 

And like a mayde meeke for to see 

A chamhre hadde he m Jjaf hostellerie 

Allone wijjouten eny companye 

fful fetisly dighf wi]; herhes soote 

And he himself' as sweete as is ])e roote 

Of" licoris or any Settewale 

his almagisf and hokes grete and smale 

his astrelabre longyng< for his arf 

his augrym stones' layen faire a part 

On schelfes couched at his heddes heede 

His presse y-oouered with a faldyng" reed 

And al ahoute fer lay a gay sautrie 

On which he made a night melodye 

So swetly faf alle Je chambre ronge 

And angelus ad virgmem he songe 

And after fat* he song" Jie kmges note 

fW. ofte blessed was his merie Jirote 

CORPUS 92 
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[leaf 45, back] 



3208 



3212 



3216 



And here by- 
gynnej) fe Millers Tale. 
IT Narraeio 

fhilom fer was dwelling" m Oxenford' 
A riche gnof" fat" gestes helde to borcS 
And of his craff he was a Carpenter" 
Wi]) him J)er was dwelling" a pore scolere 
Had lemed arte but" al his fantasie 
Was turned forto lere Astrologie 
And cowde a certeyn of conclusions 
To demen by interrogacions . 
Jif faf men axed him uicerteyn houres 
Whan faf men shuld' haue droujte of shoures 
Or 3if men axed him what" shuld' byfaUe 
Of euery Jimg" I may nof rekne alle 
This tale was cleped hende Nicholas 
Of derne loue and priue solas 
And Jjerto he was sclegh and ful pnue 
And liohe to a maiden meke to see 
A chambre had he m fat" ostelne 
Allone wif-out" eny companye 
fful fetist" dight" wiJ) herbes swote 
And he hym self as swete as is Jie rote 
Of licorace or ony sytuale 
His almagist" and hokes grete and smale 
His aster-laboure longmge for his arte 
His awgryme stones layen ful faire aparte 
On shelues couched at his beddes heuede 
His presse ykeuered wif a falding" rede 
And al aboue fer lay a gay sautrie 
On which he made on nyghtes melodye 
So swetely ])at" al fe chambre ronge 
And angelus ad virginem he songe 
And after fat" he songe fe kingges note 
fpal ofte blessed was his mery frote 
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[leaf 45] 

3196 



3200 
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Incipit fabula 

Hilom fere was dweUyng att Oxenford 

A riche gnof fat gestis helde to bord 3188 

And of his craft he was a Carpentier 

With him fere was dweUinge a pouer scolier 

Hadde leme arte b6t al his fantasie 

Was tomed for to leren astrologie 3192 

And couf e a certeine of conclusions 

To demen be interrogaoiones 

If fat men axed him m certeine houres 

Whan men schold haue diouht or eUes schoures 3196 

Or if men axed him what schal be-faUe 

Of euery finge .1. may nouht reken alle 

This clerke was cleped hende Mcholas 

Of derne loue he couf e and of solas 3200 

And f ere-to he was sleight and wele pnue 

And like a maide meke for to see 

A chambre had he in fat hosteUerie [leafM] 

Alone wif-oute any compaignie 3204 

fful fetisly diht wif herbes swote 

And he him selfe as swete as is f e rote 

Of lyooris or of any settewale 

His almagiste and bokes grete and smale 3208 

His Astrelabre longemge to his arte 

His augrim stones leyen faire a parte 

On schelues chowched as his beddes hede 

His pnsse . ycouerid wif a foldeynge rede 3212 

And al aboue fere leie a gaie sawtrie 

On whiehe he made a nyht melodic 

So swetely fat al f e chambre ronge 

And Angelus ad virginem he songe 3216 

And after he songe f e kinges note 

fful oft blissed was his mery f rote 
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And thus / tins sweete clerk" his tyme spente 
After his freendes fyndyng" and his rente 
^ This Carpenter / hadde wedded newe a "wyf 
Which that he louede / moore than his lyf / 
Of xviij. yeer / she was of Age 
lalous he was / and heeld hu'S narwe m cage 
ffor she was yong and wylde / and he was old' 
And demed hym self heen lik / a Cokewold' 
He knew nat Catouw / for his wit was rude 
That had / man sholde wedde his simyUtude 
Men sholde wedden after hire estaat 
ifor youthe and elde / is often at debaat 
But sith that he / was fallen in the snare 
He moste endure / as oother folk his care 
IT ffaar was this yonge wyf / and ther with al 
As any wezele / hir body / gent and smal 
A ceynt she werede / yhsirred al of silk 
A harmclooth [eek] / as whit as morne Milk 
Vp on hir lendes / ful of many a goore 
"Whit was hix smok / and broyden al bifoore 
And eek bihynde / on hir coler aboute 
Of colblak silk / wM-Inne and eek wit/i-oute 
The tapes / of hir white Toluper 
Were of the same suyte of hir coler 
Hir filef brood of silk' and set ful hye 
And sikerly / she hadde a likerous eye 
fful smale ypulled / were hue browes two 
And tho were bent / and blake as any sloo 
She was / ful moore blisful on to see 
Than is / the newe / pereionette tree 
And softer / than the wolle is of a wether 
And by hir girdel / heeng a purs of lether 
Tasseled with grene / and perled w»t7i latoun 
In al this world / to seken vp and doun 
There nas no man so wys / fat kotide thenche 
So gay a popelote / or swich a wenche 
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And thus this swete clerk / his tyme spente 
After his freendes fyndyng" and his rente 
f This Carpenter / hadde wedded newe a wyf 
Which fat he louede / moore than his lyf 
Of .xviij. yeer / she was of age 
lalous he was / and heeld hire narwe m Cage 
ffor she was wilde and yong / and he was old 
And demed hym self / been lyk a Cokewold' 
He knew nat Caton / for his wit was rude 
That bad / man sholde wedde his similitude 
Men sholde wedden / after hir estaat 
ffor youthe and Elde / is often at debaat 
But sith fat he / was fallen m the snare 
He moste endure / as oother folk" his care 
f flfair was this yonge wyf / and ther with al 
As any wesele / hu' body gent and smal 
A ceynt she werde / barred al of sylk/ 
A barmclooth / as whit as morne Mylk" 
Vp on hir lendes / ful of many a goore 
Whit was hu" smok" and broyden al bifoore 
And eek bihynde / on hir coler aboute 
Of col biak silk / with-Iime and eek witA-oute 
The tapes / of hir white voluper 
Were of the same sute / of hir coler 
Hir filet brood of sylk* and set ful hye 
And sikerly / she hadde a likerous lye 
fful smale ypulled / were hir browes two 
And tho were bent / and blake as is a slo 
She was ful moore / blisful on to see 
Than is the newe / Pereionette tree 
And softer / than the wolle is of a wether 
And by hir girdel / heeng a purs of lether 
Tasseled with silk / and perled with latoun 
In al this world / to seken vp and doun 
Ther nys no man so wys / fat koude thenche 
So gay a Popelote / or swich a wenche 
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And pus this swete clerk hese tyme he spewte 
Aftyr hese frendys fyndynge & hese rente 
This carpenter hadde weddid newe a wyf 
Whiche fat he louede more fare hese lyf 
Of eightene 3er sche was of age 
lelous he was & held here narwe m cage 
ffor sche was wilde & ^yng & he was old 
And demede hym self / ben lyk a conkewold 
He knew not catouK for hese wit was rude 
That bad men schulde wedde here symyUtude 
Men schulde wedde aftyr here estat 
ffor joughte & elde ben oftyn at debat 
But sythyn fat he was fallyw m the snare 
He muste endure as of ere folk hese care 
ffayr was f is 3onge wif & f erwith al 
As ony wesele here body gent & smal 
A seynt sche werede f " seynt al of sylk 
A barme cloth as whit as ony mylk 
Vp on here lendis ful of manye a gore 
Whit was here smok I-brouded al be-fore 
And ek be-hyndyn on here coUer aboute 
Of col blak silk wM-inne & ek wtVi-oute 
The tapes of here white voluper 
Were of the same sute of here coller 
Hyre filet brod of silk I-set ful hye 
And sekyrly sche hadde a lycoroMS eye 
fful smale I-puHede were hese bro-w^s to 
And f ° were bent & blake as is a slo 
Sche was more blysful on to se 
Than is the newe pere lonete tre 
And softere than is the wolle of a wedyr 
And by here gerdil heng a purs of ledyr 
TasseUid -with sylk & perlit with latouw 
In al this world to sekyn vp & doure 
There is no man so wys that coude thyMche 
So gay a popelote or swych a wenche 
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And fus jj6 sweete clerk' ius tyme spente 
After liis freendes fyndyngf and Ins rente 
This Carpunter hadde wedded a newe wyf' 
Which faf he louede more jjan his lyf 
Of xviij. jeer sche was of age 
lalous he was and heeld hir narwe in cage 
ffor sche was wylde and jong" and he was old 
And demed him selfi hen Ut a Cokewold 
he knew not" Caton for his witte was rude 
That" had men wedde his similitude 
Men scholde wedde after here astat 
ffbr joupe and eelde is often in dehat 
Buf sifen faf he was faUen in the snare 
He mosf endure as ofer folk' his care 
ffair was fis jonge wijf* and Jier wij) al 
As eny wesele hire body genf and smal 
A ceynfr sche wered harred al of' self" 
A bamiclojj as whif as morne melk" 
Vpon hire lendes ful of' many a goore 
Wliit' was hir smot and brouded al bifore 
And eek' byhynde on hire coler aboute 
Of' kolblak" silk' wijimne and eek" wifoute 
The tapes of' hir white voluper 
Were of ]>e same suyte of hire coler 
hire filef brood of silk" and sitf ful hye 
and sikerly sche hadde a likerous yhe 
fful smal y-puUed were hire browes tuo 
And fo were benf and blati as any slo 
Sche was ful more blisful for to see/ 
Than is fe newe penonette tree 
And softer pan fe wolle is of a weper 
And by hir gerdul hinge a purs of leper 
Tassed wiJ) seUs? and period wip latoun 
In al pis world to seeken rp and down 
Ther is no man so wys f af coupe penche 
So gay a popelote or swich a wench e/ 
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And pus pe swete Clerk" his tyme spente 

Aftere his frendes fynding* and his rente 

This Carpentere had wedded newe a wiff 

Which paf he loued more pan his liff 

Of xviij. jere she was of age 

lelous he was and kepf hrf streif m cage 

ifor she was wily and yonge and he was olde 

And demed hym self to be like a Cukwolde 

He knewe nof Caton for his wif is rude 

Jjaf bad man shuld' wedde his similitude 

Men shul wedde aftere her estate 

ffor joupe and elde is off af debate 

But sith he was fallen m pe snare 

He mosf enduren as oper folk his care 

ffair was pis yonge wif and per wip att 

As eny wesett her body genf and smatt 

A seynf she wered barred al of silk 

A barmeclope as white as morn[e] mylt 

Vpon her lendes ful of mony a gore 

Wbite was hir smot and enbrauded al byfore 

And eke be-hmde on her coler" aboute 

Of Cole-blak silk' with-Inne and eke wip-oute 

The tapes of hir' white volipere 

Were of pe same sute of hir colere 

Hir" Philett brode of silk and sette ful hie 

And sikerly she had a lykerous ye 

fful smal ypulled were her browes twoo/ 

And poo were benf and blake as eny sloo/ 

She was more blisful on to se 

pan is pe newe Penenf tree 

And softer pan pe wott is of eiper* 

And by hir" girdel henge a purs of ledei* 

Tasshed wip silk and period with latoan 

In al pis worlde to seke vp and down 

Ther nys no man so wise paf coupe pencSe 

So gay a popelof or [such] a wenche 
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And pus pe swete clerke his time spente 

Affeter his frendes findeynge and his rente 

This Carpenter had wedded newe a wif 

Whiche pat he loued more pan Ins lif 

Of .xviij. jere sche was of age 

lelous he was and helde hire narwe m cage 

ffor sche was wilde and jonge and he was holde 

And demed him self bene like a cokewolde 

He knewe noujt Caton for his witte was rude 

That bad men wedde his similitude 

Men scholde wedde after hire astate 

ffor joupe and elde is often att debate 

Bot sepen pat he was fallen m pe snare 

He moste endure as opere folke his kare 

ffaire was pis jonge wif and pcrto wip al 

As any weseP hir bodi gente and smal 

A semte sche wered barred al of silke 

A barmeclope as white as any morwes mylke 

Vppon hire lendes fol of mony a gore 

White was hire smoke and broude al be-fore 

And eke be-hinde on hire colere aboute 

Of cole blak silke withm. and eke wM-oute . 

The tapes of hir white volupere 

Were of pe same sute of hire colere 

Hire felet broode of silke and sitt ful ' hihe 

And sekurly sche had a lykuruse eye 

fful smaft y-pulled was hare browes two . 

And po were bente . and blake as any . slo . 

Sche was ful more blisfult for to see 

Thane is pe newe perionet tree 

And softer pan wolle is of a weper 

And be hir gyrdeP hinge a purs of lepere 

Tassilde wip selke a[n]d pej'lid wip laton 

In al pis werlde to seken vpe and downe 

Jpere is noman so wise pat coupe penche 

So Gaye a popelote or swiche a wenche 
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94 GEoup A. § 4. millbb's tale. EUesmere MS. 

fful iDrighter / was the shynyng' of hir hewe 

Than in the tour / the noble yforged newe 3256 

H But of hir song / it was / as loude and yerne 

As any swalwe / sittynge on a berne 

Ther to / she koude skippe / and make game 

As any kyde / or calf / folwynge his dame 3260 

Hir mouth was sweete / as bragof or the Meeth 

Or hoord of Apples / leyd m hey or heeth 

Wynsyuge she was / as is a ioly colfr 

Long as a Masf and rprighte as a bolt 3264 

A brooch sche baar / vp on hir loue coler 

As brood / as is the boos of a bokeler 

Hir shoes were laced / on hir legges hye 

She was a prymerole / a piggesnye 3268 

ffor any lord / to leggen in his bedde 

Or yef for any good yeman to wedde 

"VrOw sire / and eft sire / so bifel the cas 

-^' That on a day / this hende Mcholas 

ffil with this yonge wyf / to rage and pleye 

Whil that hix housbonde was at Oseneye 

As clerkes / ben ful subtile / and ful queynte 

And priuely / he oaughte hue by the queynte 

And seyde ywis / but if ich haue my wiUe 

ffor deerne loue of thee / lemman I spiUe 

And heeld hire harde / by the haunche bones 

And seyde / lemman loue me al atones 

Or I wol dyen / also god me saue 

And she sproong / as a colt doth m the traue 

And with hir heed / sche wryed faste awey 

And seyde / I wol nat kisse thee / by my fey 3284 

Why lat be quod ich / lat be Nicholas 

Or I wol crie / out / harrow / and alias 

Do wey youre handes / for your curteisye 

IT This Nicholas / gan mercy for to crye 3288 

And spak so faire / and profred hire so faste 

That she hir loue / hym graunted atte laste 
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ffiil brighter was / the shynyng of hir hewe 

Than in the Tour / the noble yforged newe 3256 

But of hir soong" it was as loude and yerne 

As any swalwe / sittyng on a Berne 

Ther-to / she koude skippe / and make game 

As any kyde / or Calf / folwynge his dame 3260 

Hir mouth was sweete / as Bragofr or the meeth 

Or hoord of Apples / leyd in hey or heeth 

Wynsynge she was / as is a loly Coif 

Loong as a Mast / and yprighte as a bolf 3264 

A brooch she baar / vp on hir loue coler 

As brood / as is the boos of a Bokeler 

Hir shoes were laced / on hir legges hye 

She was a Prymerole / a piggesnye 3268 

ffor any lord / to leggen m his bedde 

Or yef for any good yeman to wedde 

% Now sire and eft sire / so bifel the cas 

That on a day / this hende Nicholas 3272 

ffil with this yonge wyf / to rage and pleye 

Whil pat hur housbonde / was at Osneye 

As clerkes been / ful subtil and ful queynte 

And pryTiely / he caughte hire by the queynte 3276 

And seyde ywys / but if ich haue my wille 

ffor derne loue / of thee lemman I spiUe 

And heeld hire harde / by the haunche bones 

And seyde lemman / loue me al atones 3280 

Or I wol dyen / al so god me saue 

And she sproong" as a Colt dooth m the Traue 

And with hir heed / she wryed faste awey 

She seyde I wol nat kisse thee by my fey 3284 

Wy lat be quod ich / lat be Nicholas 

Or I wol crye / out harrow and alias 

Do wey youre handes / for youre curteisye [leaf is, bsA} 

^ This Nicholas / gan mercy for to crye 3288 

And spak so faire / and profred hym so faste 

That she hir loue / hym graunted atte laste, 
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fful bryght was the schynynge of here hewe 

Than m ]>" tour/ the noble forgit newe 3256 

But of here song it was as loude & jerne 

As ony swalwe syttynge on a heme 

And jjerto sche coude skippe & make game 

As ony kede or kalf folwende hese dame 3260 

Here mouth was swete as braket or the methe 

Or hord of appiUis leyd m hay or hethe 

Wynsynge sche was as is a loly colt 

Long as a mast & vp ryght as a bolt 3264 

A broche she bar vp on here lowe coler 

As brod as is the bos of a bokeler 

Here schois were lasyd on here leggis hye 

Sche was a prymrole & a piggis nye 3268 

ffor ony lord to Hggyra m hese bedde 

Or ek for ony good 3eman to wedde 

Now sere & eft sere so be-fel the cas 

That on a day this hendyn Nicholas 3272 

ffil with ])is 3ynge wif rage & pleye 

Whil fat here husbonde was at Hoseneye 

As clerkys ben ful sotyl & ful queynte 

And pnuyly he caughte here bi ^ queynte 3276 

And seyde Lwis but I mowe haue myn wille 

ffor derne loue of the lemman I spille 

And held here harde be the hauwche bonys 

And seyde lemman loue me al at onys 3280 

Or I wele deym al so god me saue 

And sche sprong as a colt doth m the traue 

And -with here hed sche wrythed faste a-wey 

Sche seyde I wel not kysse ]>" be my fey 3284 

Whi let be quod sche let be nycholas 

Or I wele crye out harrow alias 

Do wey ^oure hondis for ^oure curteysy [leaf 177, tack] 

This nycholas gan mercy for to cry 3288 

And spak so fayre & proferede hym so faste 

That sche here loue hym grauwtede at ]>" laste 
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fful brighter was Jie scliyiiyiig ofi hir hewe 

Than m Jje tour pe nohle y-forged newe 3256 

Buf of! hir song if was so lowd and jeme 

As any swalwe chitering* on a heme/ 

Ther-to sche couj^e skippe and mate a game 

As ony kyde or calf" folwyngi his dame 3260 

hir mouf was sweets as hrakefr or fe meth 

Or hoord oi' appeles layd in hay or heth 

"Wynsyng* sche was as is a loly coif 

long* as a masf and vpiighfr as a bolf 3264 

A hroohe sche bar on hir loue coler 

As brood as is fe boos of a bocler 

hire schos were laced on hire legges hye 

Sche was a primerole a pygges nye 3268 

ffor eny lord to liggen in his bedde/ 

Or jef for eny good yeman to wedde 

IT Now sire and eff sire so bifel fe caas 

Thaf on a day pis heende Mcholas 3272 

ffil wi]) Jiis 3onge wijf to rage and playe 

Whil ])af hir housbonde was af Osenaye 

As clerkes ben ful subtil and ful quemte 

And pnuely he caughf hir by Je queynte [leaf 46, back] 

And seyde I wis buf if^ ich haue my wille 

ffor deme loue of pe lemman I spille/ 

And held hir harde by Jje haunche bones 

And seyde lemman loue me wel al af ones 3280 

Or I wol deyen al so god me saue 

And sche sprongi as a cold dojj in pe traue 

And with hir hed sche wried faste awey 

Sche seide I wil naf Hsse pe by my fey 3284 

Whi labbe quod ich labbe Mcholas 

Or I wol crie ouf harrow and alias 

Do wey ^ouie hondes for ^oure curtesye 

This Mcholas gan mercy for to crie 3288 

And spak? so faire and profred him so fasf 

Thaf sche hir loue graunted him atte last 

COEPUS 94 



94 GEOTJP A. § 4. miller's tale. Petworth MS. 

fful brijf was the shynyng" of her hwe 
Than in pe toure pe noble forged newe 3256 

Buf of her songe if was as loude and jerne 
As eny swalowe sittinge on a beerne 
Jjerto she coupe skippe and-make a game 
As eny kid or calf folowmg* his dame 3260 

Her moupe was swete as braket or meth 
Or horde of apples leide in hay or heth 
Wynsinge she was as is a loly colt 

Longe as a masf and vpwarcJ as a bolf 3264 

A broche she bare on her loue colei' 
As brode as is pe boos of a bokelere 

Her shoes were laised an her legges hie Deaf 46] 

She was a Primerott a Pigges nye 3268 

ffor eny lorde to liggen in his bedde 
Or jif for eny [good] jeman to wedde 
Now sir' and eff sir" . and so bifeUe pe caas 
Thaf on a day pis heende Mcholas / 3272 

ffeUe wip pis yonge wif forto rage and play 
While paf her husbonde was af osenay 
As clerkes bene ful subtile and ful queynte 
And prively he kaujf hur' by pe queynte 3276 

And seide ywis buf I haue my wille 
ffor deeme loue of pe lemman I spille 
And helde hure fasf by pe haunche bonys 
And seide lemman my wilt af onys 3280 

Or I wil die as god me saue 
And she spronge as a coif m traue 
And wip her hede sche wned fasf away 
She saide I wil nof kisse pe by my fay 3284 

Wy labbe quod she latt be Mcholas 
Or I wil crie ouf harowe and alas 
Do way joure hondes for jour curtesie 
This Mcholas gan mercy forto crie 3288 

And spake so faire and profred him ful fast 
paf she her loue graunted hym atte lasf 
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fful brihter was pe sohinemge of hir hewe 
Than in pe toure pe noble forgode newe 
Bott of hir songe it was so lowde and jerne 
As any swalowe Chiterynge on a heme 
There-to sche coupe skippe and make a game 
As any kide or caKe foloweynge his dame 
Hir moupe was swete as braket or pe mepe 
Or horde of appeles layde m haye or hepe 
Wynsinge sche was as a loli colte 
Longe as a maste and vpriht as a bolte 
A broche sche bare on hire loue colere 
As brode as is pe boos of a bokelere 
Hir schoes were laced on hir legges hihe 
Sche was a pnmerol a pigges nye 
ffor any lorde to liggen m his bedde 
Or sit for any good joman to wedde 
IT Nowe sire and eft sire so be-fett pe cas 
That on .a. daie pis hende Mcholas 
fill wip pis 3onge wif to rage and to pleie 
While pat hire husbond was att Osenaye 
As clerkes ben ful sotel and ful whemte 
And pnuelye he cauht lure be pe queynte 
And seide . ywis bot if .1. haue my witt. 
ffor derne loue of pe lemman .1. spitt 
And held hire harde be pe haunche bones 
And seide lemman loue me wele att ones 
Or .1. wiUe deyen also god me saue 
And sche spronge as a colte dop in pe traue 
And wip hire hede sche wned fast a-waie 
Sche seide .1. wil nouht kisse pe be my faie 
Whi labbe qwod iche lat be nycholas 
Or .1 witt crie out harrowe and alas 
Do weie joure hondes for jowre curtesie 
This Mcholas gan mercie for to crie . 
And spake so faire and proferd him so fast 
That sche hire loue grauntide him att last 
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And swoor hir ooth / by semt Thomas of Keiif 

That she wol been / at his oomandementi 

Whan fat she may / hir leyser wel espie 

Myn honsbonde / is so ful of lalousie 

That but ye wayte wel / and been pnuee 

I woot right wel / I nam but deed quod she 

Ye moste been ful deerne / as in this cas 

% ISTay ther of / care thee noghf quod Nicholas 

A clerk" hadde litherly / biset his whyle 

But if he koude / a Carpenter bigyle 

And thus they been / accorded and ysworn 

To wayte a tyme / as T haue told biforn 

IT Whan Mcholas / had doon thus euendeel 

And thakked hue / aboute the lendes weel 

He kist hire sweete / and taketh his sawtrie 

And pleyeth faste / and maketh melodie 

rphanne fil it thus / Jiat to the paryssK chirche 

-*■ Cristes / owene werkes / for to wirohe 

This goode wji / went on an haliday 

Hir forheed shoon / as bright as any day 

So was it wassEen / whan she leet hir werk 

^ ISTow was ther of that chirche a parissh clerk 

The which / that was ycleped Absolon 

Crul was his heer / and as the gold it shoon 

And strouted as a ffanne / large and brode 

fful streight and euene / lay his loly shode 

His rode was reed / hise eyen greye as goos 

With Powles wyndow / coruen on his shoos 

In hoses rede / he wente fetisly 

Yclad he Avas / ful smal and proprely 

Al m a kirtel / of a lyght wagef 

iful faire and thikke / been the poyntes sef 

And ther vp on / he hadde a gay surplys 

As whit as is / the blosme vp on the rys 

A niyrie child he was / so god me saue 

Wel koude he laten blood / and olippe and shaue 
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And swoor hir ooth / by Semt Thomas of Kenf 

That she wolde been / at his comaundement 3292 

Whan pat she may / hir leyser wel espie 

Myn housbonde / is so ful of lalousie 

That but ye waite wel / and been pryuee 

I woot right wel / I nam but deed quod she 3296 

Ye moste been ful derne / as m this cas 

IF Nay ther of / care thee noght quod Mcholas 

A clerci hadde lutherly / biset his while 

But if he koude / a Carpenter bigyle 3300 

And thus they been acorded and y-sworn 

To waite a tyme / as I haue told biforn 

Whan Mcholas / hadde doon thus euerydel 

And thakked hire / vp on the lendes wel 3304 

He kiste hu- sweete / and taketh his sautrye 

And pleyeth faste / and maketh melodye 

^ Thanne fil it thus / pat to the parissh chirche 

Cristes owene werkes / for to wirche 3308 

Tins goode wyf / wente on an haliday 

Hir forheed shoon / as bright as any day 

So was it wasshen / whan she leet hir werk" 

IT Now was ther of that chirche a parissh clerk" 3312 

The which / pat was yclepid Absolon 

Crul was his heer / and as the gold it shoon 

And strouted as a ffanne / large and brode 

fful streight and euene / lay his loly shode 3316 

His rode was reed / hise eyen greye as goos 

With Poules wyndow / coruen on his shoos 

In hoses rede / he wente fetisly 

Yclad he was / ful smal and proprely 3320 

Al m a kirtel / of a light waget 

fful faire and thikke / been the pomtes set ^ [i set later] 

And ther vp on / he hadde a gay surplys 

As whit" as is the blosme vp on the rys 3324 

A murye child he was / so god me saue 

Wel koude he laten blood / and olippe and shaue 
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And swor here oth be seynt Thomays of kcnt 

That he wolde ben at hese comaujidement 

Whan pat sche may here layser wel asspye 

Myn husbonde is so ful of lelousye 

That but 36 waite wel & ben pnue 

I wot ryght wel I am but ded quod sche 

3e muste ben ful derne as m Jjis cas 

Nay peroi care je not quod Mcholas 

A clerk hadde lethyrly be-set hese while 

But jif he coude a carpenter be-gyle 

And pus they ben acordit & I-sworn 

To wayte a tyme as I haue told be-forn 

Whan Mcholas hadde don Jus euery del 

An thakkede here a-boute the lendis wel 

He kyssith here swete & takyth hese sautrye 

And pleyeth faste & makyth melodye 

Tharene fel it thus pat to p'^ parich cherche 

Crystys owene werkys for to werche 

This goode wyf wente on an haly day 

Here forehed schon as bryght as onj day 

So was it wasschyn whan sche let here werk 

Now was per& of that cherche a parysch clerk 

The wheehe pat was clepid absolon 

Crol was hese her & as p" gol it schon 

And strut as a fan large & brod 

fful streyt & euene lay hese loly schod 

His rode was red hese ey^yre greye as gos 

With poulys wyndow I-korwyn on hese schois 

In hosjn rede he wente fetusly 

I-clad he was ful smal & properly 

Al m a kyrtel of a lyght vachet 

fful fayre & thikke ben the poyntis set 

And ferapon he hadde a gay surplys 

As whit as is the blome on the rys 

A merye chyld he was so god me saue 

Wel coude he letyn blod & wel schaue 
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And swor hir o]) by senf Thomas of kenf 
Thaf sclie wolde ben afr his comanndemeKt 3292 

Whan fat sche may hii leysir wel aspye 
Myn houshonde is so ful of lalousye 
Thaf hut I wayte wel and he priue 

I ■woof nghf -wel I nam hut deed quof sche 3296 

Ye moote hen ful derne as m fis caas 
'Na.j fer-ofi kare 30 nought" quod. Mcholas 
A clerk" hadde litherly hiset" his while 
Buf if" he coujje a oarpunter hegile 3300 

And fus fey hen acorded and y-sworn 
To wayte a tyme as I haue told hiforn 
Whan Mcholas hadde fis euerydel 

And thakked hue ahoute fe lendes wel 3304 

he kisf hu sweete and takf his Sautene 
And playef faste and makef melodye 
Than iil it fus fat" to fe parissche cherche/ 
Cnstes owne werkes for to werche 3308 

This goode wijf wente on an haly day 
hir forhed schon as bright" as any day 
So was it waissche whan sche leet" hir werk" 
How was fer of" fat chirche a parissche cleric" [leaf 471 

The wluch fat" was y-cleped ahsolon 
Crul was his heer and as f e gold it schon 
And strouted as a fanne large and brode 
fful streyte and euene lay his loly schode 3316 

his rode was reed his eyhen gray as goos 
Wif poules wyndow coruen in his schoos 
In hoses rede he wente fetisly 

I-olad he was ful smal and propurly 3320 

Al m a kertett al of" light" waget" 
ffol faire an f ikke hen f e poyntz y-sett 
And f er vpon he hadde a gay surplys 
As whit as is fe blosme on fe Eys 3324 

A merie child he was so god me saue 
Wel couf e he laten blood or cUppe or schaue 
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And swoor hir" oof e by semt" Thamas of kent" 

That" she wolde bene at" his comaundement" 

Whan fat" she may hii" laizere wel aspie 

Myn hushonde is so ful of lelousie 

jjat" hut" 36 waite wele and by prive 

I woote ri^t" wel I ne am but" dede quod she 

Je mote be ful deerne as m f is caas 

Naj f erof care 30U not" quod Mcholaas 

A Clerk has lif erly bysette his while 

But" jif he couf e a carpenter' begUe 

And f us f ei acorded and sworne 

To awaite a tyme as I haue seide biforn 

Whan Mcholas had don f us euery dele 

And twakked her ahoute f e lendes weUe 

He kissef her swete and takef his sautrie 

And pleief fast" and makef melodye 

fan fiUe it f us fat to f e parissS chirche 

Cnstes werkes for to wirohe 

This good wif went" vpon an halyday 

Hir' forhede shoon as brijt" as eny day 

So was it" wasshe whan she left" her werk" 

!N"ow was fere of f e chirch a parissh clerk 

}Je which was cleped absalon 

Crulle was his heer" and as f e golde shone 

And strouted as [a] fanne large and brode 

fful stieite and euene laie his loly shode 

His rudde was rede his eyen grey as goos 

Wif Powles wyndowes corveniahis shoos 

In hosen rede he wente fetisly 

I-clad he was ful smal and proprely 

Al in a kirtel of light" wagett 

fful faire and f ikke hen f e poyntes sette 

And f er-vpon he had [a] gay surpHse 

As white as is f e blossom on [the] rise 

A mery chilcj he was so god me saue 

Wel coude he late blood [and] clippe and shaue 
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And swore an he-of e be semte Thomas of Kent 

That sche wolde be att is commandement 

Whan fat sche maie hir leisere wele aspie 

Mine hushonde is so ful of lelousye 

That hot .1. weite wele and be pnue 

.1. whote riht wele .1. name but dede quod sche 

3e motte be ful derne as m f is cas 

M"ay f ere-of care f e nouht quod Mcholas 

A clerke hadde lif erli be-sette his while 

Bot if he couf 6 a carpenter hegile 

And f us f ei attorden and . y-sworne 

To wayte a tyme as .1. haue tolde be-fome 

Whan Mcholas hadde f is euery dele 

And f akked hire ahoute f e lendes wele 

He kiste hire swete and takef his sautne 

And plaief fast and makef melodie 

IT Than fel it f us fat to f e Parissche cherche 

Cristes owen werke for to werche 

This good wife went on an haly daie 

Hire forhed schone as briht as any daie 

So was it whassche whan sche lete hir werke 

ITowe was fere of fat chirche a pansche clerke 

The whiche fat was ycleped Absolon 

Cruft was his here and as f e gold it schone 

And strouted as a ffan large and brode 

fful streighte and euen lay his loly schode 

His rud was rede his yen grei as goos 

Wif poules wyndowe coruen on his schoos 

In hoses rede he went fetisly 

Y-eladde he was ful smal and propurly 

Al m a kertett of a Hht wachett 

fful faire and ful f ike be f e pointes sett 

And fere vpon he hadd a gaie surplise 

As white as is f e blossome on f e Else 

A mery ohilde he was as god me saue 

And wele couf e he laten blode or clippe or schaue 
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And maken a cliartre of lond / or Acquitaunce 

In twenty manere / kotide he trippe and daunco 3328 

After the scole / of Oxenford[e] tho 

And with, his legges / casten to and fro 

And pleyen songes / on a small Eubihle 

Ther to / he song som tyme / a lond qnynyUe 3332 

And as wel / koude he pleye / on his giterne 

In al the toun / nas Brewhous ne Taueme 

That he ne visited / with his solas 

Ther any gaylard Tappestere was 3336 

But sooth to seyn / he was somdel squaymous 

Of fartyxLg / and of speche daungerous 

IT This Ahsolon / fat lolif was and gay 

Gooth with a Sencer / on the hahday 3340 

Sensynge the wyues / of the parisshe faste 

And many a lonely look / on hem he caste 

And namely / on this Carpenteris wyf 

To loke on hire / hym thonghte a myne lyf 3344 

She was so propre / and sweete and likerous 

I dar wel seyn / if she hadde been a Mons 

And he a Cat / he wold hire hente anon 

IT This parissh clerk / this ioly Absolon 3348 

Hath in his herte / swich a lone longjoige 

That of no wyf / took he noon offrynge 

ffor cnrteisie / he seyde he wolde noon 

The Moone / whan it was nyght / ful brighte shoon 3352 

And Absolon / his gyterne hath ytake 

ffor paramours / he thoghte for to wake 

And forth he gooth / lolif and amorous 

Tn he cam / to the Carpenteres hous 3356 

A Htel / after Cokkes hadde ycrowe 

And dressed hym vp / by a shotwyndowe 

That was / vp on the Carpenteris wal 

He syngeth in his voys / gentil and smal 3360 

Now deere lady / if thy wiUe be 

I pray yow / that ye wole thynke on me 
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And maken a chartre of lond / or Aquitaunce 

On twenty manere / koude he tnppe and daunce 

After the soole / of Oxenford tho 

And with his legges / casten to and fro 

And pleyen songes / on a smal Eubible 

Ther-to he soong som tyme / a loud quynyble 

And as wel / koude he pleye on a gyterne 

In al the town / nas Brewhous ne Taueme 

That he ne visited / with his solas 

Ther any gaylard tappestere was 

But sooth to seyn / he was som del squaymous 

Of fartyng / and of speche daungerous 

1i This Absolon / fat loly was and gay 

Gooth with a sencer / on the haliday 

Sensynge the wyues / of the parisshe faste 

And many a lonely look / on hem he caste 

And namely / on this Carpenters wyf 

To looke on hire / hym thonghte a murye lyf 

She was so propre and sweete and likerous 

I dar wel seyn / if she hadde been a Mons 

And he a cafr he wolde hir hente anon 

This parisshe clerk this loly Absolon 

Hath m his herte / swich a loue longynge 

That of no wyf / ne took he noon oiFrynge 

ffor curteisye / he seyde he wolde noon 

The Moone / whan it was nyghf ful bnghte shoon 

And Absolon / his gyterne / hath ytake 

ffor paramom-s / he thoghte for to wake 

And forth he gooth / iolyf and amorous 

Til he cam / to the Carpenters hous 

A litel after the cokkes hadde ycrowe 

And dressed hym vp / by a shot wyndowe 

That was / vp on the Carpenters wal 

He sjrngeth / in his voys / gentil and smal 

Now deere lady / if thy wille be 

I prey yow / fat ye wol rewe on me 
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And make a chartere of lond & aquitauMce 
In twenty manerys coude he trippe & dauwce 
Aftyr the skole of Oxenforthe f o 
And with hese leggis eastyn to & fro 
And pleyen songys on a smal rubybe 
Therto he song sumtyme a loud quynyble 
And as wel coude he pleye on a geterne 
In al the touw nas brew hous ne taueme 
That he ne visityd -with hese solas 
There ony galiard tapstere was 
But soth to seyn he was sumdel coymous 
Of fartynge & of speche dauwgerous 
This absalon that loly was & gay 
Goth with a senser on the halyday 
Sensynge y wyiiys of the parych faste 
And manye a louely lok on hem he caste 
And namely on fis Carpenterys wyf 
To loke on here he thou3te a merye lyf 
, Sche was so propere & swete & lycurous 
I dar wel seyn jif sche hadde ben a mous 
And he a cat he wolde here hente a-non 
This parych clerk fis loly Absalon 
Hath in hese herte swich a louelongyMge 
That of no wif tok he non offerynge 
ffor curteysye he seyde he wolde non 
The mone whaw it was nyght ful bryghte it schoH 
And absalon hadde hese geterne take 
ffor paramourys he thonghte for to wake 
And forth he goth Iolyf & amerons 
Tyl he come to ]>" carpenterys hous 
A lytil aftyr f cokkys hadde orowe 
And dressede hym vp be a schot wyndowe 
That was vp on the carpenterys wal 
He syngyth in hese wois^ gentil & smal c correotm 
Now dere lady jif thyn wille be 
I preye 30W that je wele rewe on me 

CAMBRIDGE 96 



3328 



3332 



3336 



3340 



3344 



3348 



3352 



3356 



[leaf 178, back] 

3360 



96 



GROUP A. § 4. miller's tale. Corpus MS. 



And make a charter of" loud or an aquitanoe 

In twenty maner confe lie trippe and daunce 

After ))e scole of" Oxenforde fo 

And wij) his legges casten to and fro 

And playen songes on a smal rubible 

Ther-to lie song* sonx tyme a lowde quynyble/ 

And as wel coujie he pleye on a giterne 

In all J)e toun nas hrewhous ne tauerne 

Thafr he ne visited wi]? his solas 

Ther any gaillard tappestere was 

But* soth to sem he was somdel squaymons 

Of* fartyng* and of' speche danngerous 

f This absolon Jiaf loly was and gay 

GoJ) with a censer on Jje haly day 

Sensyng* fe wyfes oi* Jie parische fast" 

And many a lonely look* on hem he casf 

And namely on fis carpunteres wyf* 

To loke on hire him jjougfef a mery lijf' 

Sche was so proper and swete and swete and licorous 

I dar wel sem if" sche hadde ben a mous 

And he a catte he wolde hire hente anoon) 

This parissohe clert |iis ioly absolon 

haj) m his herte such a lone longynge 

Thaf of" no wijf' took" he non ofErynge 

ffor curtesie he seide he wolde non 

The moone whan if was nighf ful brighte schon 

And Absolon his giterne hajj I-take 

ifor paramoure he Jioughte for to wake 

And forjj he gof iolyf" and amorous 

Til he com to Jie carpunteres hous 

A litel after cokkes had y-crowe 

And dressed him vp by a schof wyndowe 

Thas was vpon fe carpenteres waUe 

he syngef in his voys gentil and smalle 

Now dere lady if" fi willes be 

I prey yow Jiat* je wil Rewe on me 
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And make a chartere of londe or a qnytawnce 

In xx" maners coude he trippe arid daunce 3328 

After the scole of Oxenforde Jioo 

And wi]j his legges casten to and feoo 

And pleyen songes on a small rybibe 

Some he songe a loude quynybe 3332 

As as wel coude he pley on a gytern) 

In al fe towne nas brewhous ne tauern 

Jjat he ne Tisefr wif his solas 

fer eny gailerd tapster" was 3336 

But" soth to sayn he was somdele squeymous 

Of fartinge and of speche danngerous 

This Absolon faf was Ioly and gay [leaf 47] 

Go}) wijj a sensure on fe sonday 3340 

Sensmge fe wyues of Jie parissh fast" 

And mony a louely loke on hem he casf 

And namely on fe Carpenters wiff 

To loke on hyr" him foujf a mery liff 3344 

She was so propre . swete . atid likerous 

I dar wel say and she had be a mous 

And he a Catf he wold! hire henf anon 

This parissh clerk" J>is Ioly absolon 3348 

HaJ) in his herte sucB a loue longynge 

That" of no wiff toke he non offrmge 

For curtesie he seide he wolde none 

The mone whan it" was nyjf bri^t" shone 3352 

And absolon his gitern hajj [ijtake 

For paramours he foujte forto wake 

And forfe he go]; lelous and amerous 

Til he come to fe Carpenter[e]s hous 3356 

A litel aftere fe Cok" had ycrowe 

And dressed hjrm vnder a shette wyndowe 

That" was vpon fe Carpenter[e]s waUe 

He smgej) m his vois gentile and smalle 3360 

Nov dere lady jif ]>i wil be 

I prei 30U Jiat" je wil rewe on me 
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And make a charter of londe or on quitance 
In twenti manere quod he trip and daunce 
After fe scole of Oxenforde ])0 
And wi]} his legges casten to and fro 
And pleyen songes m a smatt rebibe 
Ther-to he songe some time a loude quynyble 
And also wele coufe he pleie on a geterne 
In aft fe toune nas brewes ne tauerne 
That he ne viset it -wij) his solas 
There any gailerd tapstere was 
Bot sojje to seine he was sumdele squaymous 
Of fartinge and of speche daungerous 
IT This absolon fat Ioly was and gaie 
Gojie wif a censer on Jje haly daie 
Sensynge fe wyues of Jje pansche faste 
And many a louely loke on hem caste 
And nameli on fis Carpenteres wif 
To loken on hire hun Jjouhte a mery lyf 
Sche was so propre and swete and licorous 
I dar wele seie if sche hade bue a mous 
And he a cat he wolde her hinte anone 
This Panche clerce . fis Ioly Absolone 
Hafe in his herte suche a loue longemge 
That of no wif toke he none offrmge 
For curtesye he seide he wolde none 
The mone whan it was nyht ful briht schone 
And absolon his geterne hajje ytake 
ffor paramoures he fouhte for to wake 
And for he go}) lolif and amorous 
Til he came to }je Carpenters hous 
A litel after cokkes had . ycrowe 
And drissed him vp be a schot windowe 
That was vp on })e carpenteres watt 
He singes m his voice gentitt and smatt 
Nowe dere lady if fi willes be 
.1. preie ^owe })at 36 wil rewe on me 
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fful wel aoordaunt* to his gyternynge 

This Carpenter awook / and herde synge 3364 

And spak vn to his "wyf / and seyde anon 

What Alison / herestow nat Ahsolon 

That chatinteth thus / vnder oure boures wsH. [leaf do, b,aok] 

And she answerde hir hoiishonde / ther with al 3368 

Yis God woot lohn / I heere it euery del 

^ This passeth forth / what wol ye bet than weel 

ffro day to day / to day / this ioly Absolon 

So woweth hire / that hym is wo bigon 3372 

He waketh / al the nyght / and al the day 

He kembeth hise lokkes brode / and made hym gay 

He woweth hire / by meenes / and brocage 

And swoor / he wolde been hir owene page 3376 

He syngeth brokkynge / as a nyghtyngale 

He sente hire pymenf Meeth and spiced Ale 

And wafres / pipyng / hoot / out of the gleede 

And for she was of toune / he profreth meede 3380 

ffor som folk' wol ben wonnen for richesse 

Andsommefor strokes/and somme for gentillesse J,^*^ Agrestfs' 

IT Somtyme / to shewe his lightnesse and maistrye 

He pleyeth Herodes vp on a Scaffold hye 3384 

But what auaiUeth hym / as ia this eas 

She loueth so / this hende Mcholas 

That Absolon / may blowe the bukkes horn 

He ne hadde / for his labour but a scorn 3388 

And thus / she maketh Absolon hire Ape 

And al his emesf turneth til a lape 

fful sooth is this prouerbe / it is no lye 

Men seyn right thus / alwey the nye slye 3392 

Maketh / the ferre leeue to be lootfi 

ffor though that Absolon / be wood or wrootfi 

By cause / that he fer was from hire sighte 

This nye Mcholas / stood in his lighte 3396 

"VrOw here thee wel / thou hende Mcholas 

-'-^ ffor Absolon / may waille and synge alias 
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fful wel acordanf to his giternynge 
This Carpenter awoot and herde hym synge 
And spak" vn to his wyf / and seyde anon 
What Alison / herestow noght Absolon 
That chaunteth thus / vnder oure boures wal 
f And she / answerde hir housbonde / ther with al 3368 
Yis god woot loSfl / I here it euerydel 
This passeth forth / what wol ye bet than wel 
ffro day to day / this loly Absolon 
So woweth hire / Tpat hym is wo bigon 
He waketh al the nyghf and al the day 
He kembed his lokkes brode / and made hym gay 
He woweth hire by meenes / and brocage 
And swoor / he wolde been hir owene page 
He syngeth brokkyng* as a nyghtyngale 
He sente hir pymenf Meeth / and spiced Ale 
And wafres pipyng hoot / out of the gleede 
And for she was of towne / he profred meede 
ffor som folk / wol be wonnen for richesse 
And som for strokes / and som for gentilesse 
Som tyme to shewe / his lightnesse and maistrye 
He pleyeth Herodes / vp on a scaffold hye 
But what auaiHeth hym / as m this cas 
She loueth so / this hende Mcholas 
That Absolon / may blowe the Bukkes horn 
He ne hadde for his labour / but a scorn 
And thus she maketh / Absolon hir Ape 
And al his ernest / turneth til a lape 
fful sooth is this prouerbe / it is no lye 
Men seith right thus / alwey the neighe slye 
Maketh / the ferre leeue to be looth 
ffor thogh fat Absolon / be wood or wrooth 
By cause / fat he fer was from hir sighte 
This neighe Mcholas / stood m his lighte 
IT Now bere thee wel / thow hende Mcholas 
ffor Absolon / may waille / and synge alias 
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fful wel acordauwt to hese geternynge 

This carpentire a-wok & herde hjm synge 

And spak vn to hese wyf & seyde a-non 

What alysouB heryst not fou absalon 

That sohauwtyth Ipus vndyr oure bouris wal 

And sche answerde here husbonde ferwithal 

3is god wot Ihu« I here it euerydel 

This passeth forth what wele je bet fan wel 

ffro?» day to day this Ioly Absolon 

So wowith here fat hym is wo begon 

He wakyth al the nyght & al the day 

He kempte hese lokys brode & made hym gay 

He wowith here be menys & procage 

And swor he wolde ben here owene page 

He syngyth brokkyrage as a nyghtywgale 

He sente here pyment mede & spicede ale 

And waferys pipiwge bote out of the glede 

ffor sche was of touwne he proferede mede 

ffor sum folk wele be wowne for richesse 

And some for strokys & some for gentillesse 

SuJMtyme to schewe hese lyghtnesse & maystn'e 

He pleyeth heroudis vp on a skafald hye 

But what auaylyth hym in f is cas 

Sche louyth so fis hende Mcolas 

That Absalon may blowe the bukkys horn 

He ne hadde for al hese labour but a skom 

And sche makyth Absalon here ape 

And al hese ernest is turnyd tyl a lape 

fful soth is this prouerbe it is no lye 

Men seyth rygbt f z<s the nyght slye 

Makyth the chartere lef to be looth 

ffor thow that absalon be wod or wroth 

Be cause fat he fer was from here syght 

This nyght Mcholas stod m hese lyght 

IvTow bere the wel f ou hende nycholas 

ffor absalon may wepe & synge alias 
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ffol wel acordanf to Ms gitemjmgi 

This Carpenter awoki and herde Mm syng* 

And spak" vnto Ms wijf' and seyde anooii 

What Alison heris Jjou not absolon 

Thaf channtej) f us vnder cure boures walle 

And sche answerde Mr houshonde far wif alle 

Yis god -woof lohan I here it euery del 

TMs passej) for]) whaf mle je bet" fan -wel 

fEro day to day fis ioly Absolon 

So wove]) hire fat" hun is woo bigon 

he -wakep al fe night' and al pe day 

he kembede Ms lokkes brode and made hem gay 

he -wove]) hire by menes and brocage/ 

And swore he wolde ben Mr oughne page/ 

he syngef brokkuigi as a nightyngale 

he sente hire pyment meth and spiced ale/ 

And wafres pypyng* hoof out of J>e gleede 

And for sche was of town he profred meede 

ffor somme folk" wol be womnen for richesse 

And somme for strokes and somme for gentilnesse 

Som tyme to schewe Ms lightnesse and maystrie 

he pleieth heraudes vpon a scaffold hye 

But" what" auaylef Mm as in Jus caas 

Sche louej) so Jiis heende Mcholas 

Thaf Absolon may blowe fe buokes horn 

he ne haf for Ms labour but* a skom 

And fus sche make]) absolon here ape 

And att his Ernest" tume]) tilt a lape 

ffor so]) IS ])is prouerbe if is no lye 

Men sein righf fus alwey fey neighe slye 

make]) fe ferre leef" to be loth 

ffor fough faf absolon be wood or wroji 

By cause faf he fer was from Mre sighf 

fis neigh Mcholas stood in Ms light 

IT Nov here ye wel heende Mcholas 

ffor absolon may waUle and synge alias 
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Ful wel according* to Ms giternynge 

TMs Carpentere a-woke and heriS hym singe 

And spake vnto Ms wif and seide anon 

Whaf aUson heresf fou nof Absolon 

)jaf chauntef Jius vndere our boures wait 

And she answerd' her husbond! fer wif att 

5is god wote lohn I here if euery dele 

f is passef forf whaf wU 36 than but wele 

ffiro day to day f is Ioly absolon 

So wowef hire f af hym was woo-bygon 

He wakef al f e ny3f and al f e day 

He kembef Ms lockes brode and made hew gay 

He wowef Mr* by menes and brocage 

And swoor he wolde bene her wne page 

He Syngef brokking" as a nyghtyngale 

He senf her pymenf Methe and spised ale 

And wafres pypmg bote ouf of f e glede 

And to hir' often he profered mede 

ffor some wil be wonnen for ricches 

And some for strokes and some for gentilnesse 

Somtyme to shewe his lightnesse and maisstrie 

He pleieth herawdes ypon a scaffolfJ Me 

But whaf availlef him as in f is caas 

So loueth she f is hende Mcholaas 

Thaf Absolon may blawe f e buke horn 

He ne had for Ms labour buf a scorn 

And f us she makef absolon her Ape 

Al Ms eernest twrnef buf to a lape 

ffor sof e f IS prouerbe if is no lye 

Men seien f us alway f e nyjte sclie 

Makef f e feer loue to be loth 

ffor f ou^e f af absolon be wode or wrotB 

By cause f af he fer was from her si3f 

This M3te Mcholas stode in his li3f 

ITowe here 30U wel thou hende Mcholas/ 

ffor absolon may waille and singe alias 
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fful wele accordant to Ms geterneynge 

TMs Carpenter awoke and herd him singe 3364 

And spake vnto Ms wif and seide anone 

What Alison heres f ou not Absolone 

That chauntef f us vnder onre boures wal 

And sche ansewerde hir husbonde frr-wif-al 3368 

Jis god wote lohen .1. wote it euery . dele 

Jjis passef forf e what wil 30 bet fan wele 

ffro dale to daie f is loli Absolon 

So wowef hire fat Mm is woo be-goon 3372 

He wakef all fe nyght and al fe daie [leaf 43] 

He kembed his lokkes brode and maade hem gaie 

He wowef hire be menes and brocage 

And swore he wolde bene Mr owen page 3376 

He singef brokkinge as a nyhtingale 

He sente hir Mef e and Piment and spyced ale 

And weifces pipemge bote vnder f e glede 3379 

And for sche was of towne he proferd mede 3n.°tes"' ^°*"^* 

For some folke wil be wonne vith richesse 

And sum for strokes and somme for gentilnesse 

Somtime to schewe Ms lyhtnesse and Maistre 

He plaief Heraude vpon a scafolde hihe 3384 

Bot \vhat aveilef Mm as m fis caas 

Sche louef soo f is hende Mcholas 

That absolon maie blowe f e bokkes home 

He ne haf e for Ms laboure bot a scorene 3388 

And fus sche Makef Absolon hire Ape 

And al his erneste tornef titt a lape 

For sof e is fis prouerbe it is no lye 

Men sein right fus Alweie fe neighe Sley3e 3392 

Makef f e fer leue to be lof e 

For f ouhe fat Absolon be woode or wrof e 

Be cause fat he fer was from Mr" siht 

TMs nyhe Mcholas stode in Ms liht 3396 

IT Move here 30we wele hende Mcholas 

ffor Absolon may waile and smge Alas 
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And so bifel it on a Saterday 

This Carpenter / was goon til Osenay 340O 

And hende Nicholas and AlisouK 

Acorded been / to this conclusiouw 

That Mcholas / shal shapen hym a wyle 

This sely lalous houshonde to bigyle 340i 

And if so be / the game wente anghf 

She sholde slepen / in his arm al nyghf 

ffor this was / his desir / and hire also 

And nght anon / with-outen wordes mo 3408 

This Mcholas / no lenger wolde tarie 

But dooth ful softe / vn to his chambre cane 

Bothe mete and drynke / for a day or tweye 

And to hire housbonde / bad hire for to seye 3412 

If that he axed / after Mcholas 

She sholde seye / she nyste where he was 

Of al that day / she saugh hym nat with eye [leaf si] 

She trowed / that he was m maladye 3416 

ffor / for no cry / hir mayde koude hym calle 

He nolde answere / for thyng that myghte falle 

f This passeth forth / al thilke Saterday 

That Mcholas / stille m his chambre lay 3420 

And eef and sleepe / or dide what hym leste 

TU Sonday / that the sonne gooth to reste 

IT This sely Carpenter / hath greet merueyle 

Of Mcholas / or what thyng myghte hym eyle 3424: 

And seyde / I am adrad by Semt Thomas 

It ttocdeth nat aright with Mcholas 

God shilde / that he deyde sodeynly 

This world / is now ful tikel sikerly 3428 

I saugh to day / a cors yborn to chirche 

That now / on monday last / I saugh hym wirche 

IT Go vp quod he / vn to his knaue anoon 

Clepe at his dore / or knokke with a stoon 3432 

Looke how it is / and tel me boldely 

If This knaue / gooth him vp ful sturdily 
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IT And so bifel if on a Saterday 

This Carpenter / was goon til Osenay 3400 

And hende Nicholas / and Alison) 

Acorded been / to this conclusion) 

That Mcholas / shal shapen hem a wile 

This sely lalous housbonde / to bigile 3404 

And if so be / this game wente anghf 

She sholde slepen / m his arm al nyghf 

ffor this was hir desir / and his also [leaf w] 

And right anoon / with-outen wordes mo 3408 

Tins Mcholas / no lenger wolde tarie 

But dooth ful softe / vn to his chambre cane 

Bollie mete and drynke / for a day or tweye 

And to hir housbonde / bad hir for to seye 3412 

If fat he axed / after Mcholas 

She sholde seye / she nyste wher he was 

Of al that day / she seigh hym nought wit/i lye 

She trowed / pat he was m maladye 3416 

ffor / for no cry / hir mayde koude hym calle 

He nolde answere / for no thyng Jiat myghte falle 

IT This passeth forth / al thUke Saterday 

That Mcholas / stUle m his chambre lay 3420 

And eef and sleepe / or dide what hym leste 

Til Sonday / Jiat sonne gooth to reste 

IT This sely Carpenter / hath greet mej-uaille 

Of Mcholas / or what thyng myghte hym aille 3424 

And seyde / I am adrad / by Semt Thomas 

It stondeth nat anghf with Mcholas 

God shilde / Jiat he deyde sodeynly 

This world is now / ful tikel sikerly 3428 

I seigh to day a corps / born to chirche 

That now a monday lasf I seigh hym wirche 

Go vp quod he / vn to his knaue anoon 

Clepe at his dore / or knokke with a stoon 3432 

Looke how it is / and tel me boldely 

IT This knaue gooth hym vp / ful sturdily 
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And so befel it on a satyrday 

This carpenter was gon to Osenay 3400 

And hende nycholas & Alysoun 

Acordede ben to this conclusioun 

That Mcholas schal schapyw hyjre a wile 

This sely lelous husbonde to begyle 3404 

And jif so be this game wente aryght 

Sche schulde slepe in hese armys al nyght 

ffor this was here desyr & hese also 

And rygh a-non w*t7i-outyn wordys mo 3408 

This nicholas no lengere wolde tarye 

But doth ful softe vnto hese chambere carye 

Bothe mete & drynk for a day or tweye 

And to here husbonde bad here for to seye 3412 

5if that he axede aftyr Mcholas 

Sche schulde seye he nyste neuer wher he was 

Of al pe day sche say hym not with ye 

Sche trowyth fat he was in malady 3416 

ffor no cry here mayde coude caUe 

He nulde answere for no thyng that myghte falle 

This passeth forth al pat satyrday 

That Mcholas stille m hese chambere lay 3420 

And et & slep & dede what hym lyste 

Thil soneday fat the suwne goth to reste 

This sely carpenter hath so gret merueyle 

Of Mcholas or what thyng myghte hym eyle 3424 

And seyde I am adred be seynt thomays 

It stondyth not a-rygh with nycholas 

God schylde fat he deyede sodeynly 

This world is now ful tekyl sekyrly 3428 

I saw to day a cors boryn to scherche 

That now on moneday last I saugh hy??i werche 

Go vp quod he vn to hese knaue a-non Deaf 179, back) 

Clepe at hese dore or knokke with a ston 3432 

Loke how it is & telle me boldely 

This knaue goth hym vp ful sturdyly 
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And so bifeft it on a Saturday 

This Carpunter was gon to Osenay 

And heende Moholas and alisofl 

Aoorded he to Jjis Conclusion 

That Mcliolas solial schapen hem a wile 

This seely lalous housbonde to by-gyle 

And ifi so be fe game wente anghf 

Sche scbolde slepen m his arm al nyghf 

ffor Jjis was las desyr and hire also 

And riglif anon wijjouten wordes mo 

This Nicholas no longer wolde tane 

But do]) ful soffce vnto his chambre carie 

Bojje mete and drynke for a day or tweye 

And to hire housbonde bad hir for to seye 

If" Jjaf he axed after Moholas 

Sche scholde say sche nyste wher he was 

Of" al faf day sche seigh him noughf wiji eye 

Sche trowed fat he was in maladye 

ffor for no cry hir mayde coufe him calle 

he nolde answers for nojiing* Jiaf mighte falle 

This passe}) for]) al filke Saturday 

That" Nicholas stiUe in his Chambre lay 

And eef or sleep or dede what" him liste 

Til Sonday Jiat" fe sonne gof to reste 

This sely carpunter haji grefr meruayle 

Of' Nicholas or what" flag' mighf bim ayle 

And sayde I am adrad by seinf Thomas 

If stondeth naf arighf with Nicholas 

God schilde faf he deide sodeinly 

This world is now fill tykett sikerly 

I seigh to day a cors y-born to cherche 

Thaf now a monday lasf I saugh him werche 

Go vp quod he vnto his knaue anon 

Clepe af his dore or knocke with a stoon) 

loke how it is and teUe me boldely 

This knaue gof him Tp ful sturdily 
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And so by-felle if on a Saterday 

3400 This Carpentere was gone to Osnay 
And hende Nicholas and Alison 
Accorded were to ]jis conclusion 
J)af Nicholas shal shapen hym a wile 

3404 This sely lelous husbonde to begile 
And if so be fe game wenf a rijf 
She shulde sclepe m his arme al faf ny3f 
For Jus [was] his desire and hers also 

3408 And ri3f anon wif-oute wordes moo/ 
This Nicholas no lenger wold tane 
Buf doji ful softe into his chamber carie 
Both mete and drinke for a daye or tweye 

3412 And to hir" husbonde bad hir" for to seie 
If Jiaf he asked after Nicholas 
She shulde seie she nysf nof wher he was 
Of al J)af day she see hjm nof wi]i ye 

3416 She trowed Jiaf he was in maladye 
ffor no cne her maide can calle 
He nolde answere for noujf thaf may bifalle 
This passej) for]) al pe Saterday 
[leaf 4S, back] Thaf Nioholas stille m his bed lay 

And ete and slepte and [dede] whaf hy?« lesf 
Til sonday faf fe sonne go]; to resf 
This sely Carpenter' ha]) grete mervaile 

3424 Of Nicholas or whaf fmg' myjf hy?» aile 
And saide I am ardrad by seynf Thomas 
If stondeth nof a-n^f wij) Nicholas 
God shilde faf he deyed sodenily 

3428 This world is nowe ful tikil sikerly 

I seghe to-day a coors born to chirche 
Thaf now on monday I segB. fasf wirche 
Go vp quod he to his knaue anon 

3432 Clepe af his door or knokke wiJ) a ston 
Loke howe if is and telle me boldely 
fis knaue wenf him vp ful sturdely 
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And so be-fett it on a seturdaie 
This Carpentier was gone to Oseneye 
And liende Nicholas and Alison 
Accorded bue to ])is conclusione 
That Nicholas schapen hem a wile 
jjese sely lelouse husbonde to be-guyle 
And if so be ])e game went ariht 
Sche scholde slepen lu his arme al nyht 
ffor ])is was his desire and hire also 
And riht anone wijr-oute wordes moo 
This Nicholas no langere wolde tarye 
Bot dofe soft vn to his chambre Carye 
Bo])e mete and dnnke for a daie or tweye 
And to hir" husbonde bad hire for to seie 
If ]3at he axede after Nicholas 
Sche scholde seie sche nyst where he was 
Of al ])at daie sche seihe him noujt wM Eye 
Sche trowed pat he was m sum Maledye 
ffor for no crye hire maide coupe hiin calle 
He wolde ansewere for nojimge pat myht falle 
This passep forpe al pilke Saturdaie 
J3at Nicholas stil m his chambur leye 
And ete or slepede or dide what him Kste 
Til pe sonday pat pe sonday gop to riste 
This sely Carpentier hape grete Merveile 
Of Nicholas or what pmge nuht him aile 
And seide .1. am adrede be seint Thomas 
It stondep nouht a-riht wip Nicholas 
God schelde pat he deyede sodanly 
This werlde is nowe ful tekel sikurly 
.1. sihe to daie a corps borne to cherche 
That nowe on Monondaie last .1. sawhe him werche 
Go vp quod he vn to [his] knaue anone 
Clepe att his dore or knoke wip a stone 3432 

Looke howe it is and tel me boldely . 
This knaue gop him vp ful studely 
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And at-, the chambre dore / whil tliat he stood 
He cride and knokked / as that he were wood 
What how / what do ye maister Mcholay 
How may ye slepen / al the longe day 
^ But al for noghf he herde nat a word 
An hole he foond / ful lowe yp on a bord 
Ther as the Caf was wont In for to crepe 
And at that hole / he looked In ful depe 
And at the laste / he hadde of hym a sighte 
This Nicholas / sat capyng euere vp-righte 
As he had kiked / on the newe moone 
Adoun he gooth / and tolde his maister sooiie 
In what array / he saugh that Uke man 
% This Carpenter / to blessen hym bigan 
And seyde / help vs seinte ifrydeswyde 
A man woot litel / what hym shal bityde 
This man is falle / with his Astromye 
In som woodnesse / or m som Agonye 
I thoghte ay wel / how that it sholde be 
Men sholde nat knowe / of goddes pryuetee 
Ye / blessed be alwey a lewed man 
That noghf but oonly his bileue kan 
So ferde another clerk with Astromye 
He walked in the feeldes / for to prye 
Yp on the sterres / what ther sholde bifalle 
Tn he was /ma Marleput yfaUe 
He saugh nat that / but yet by seiut [Thomas i] 
Me reweth soore / of hende Nicholas 
He shal be rated / of his studiyngi 
If that I may / by Ihesus heuene kyng" 
IT Get me a staf / that I may vnderspore 
Wlul fat thou Eobyn / heuest of the dore 
He shal / out of his studiyng* as I gesse 
And to the chambre dore / he gan hym dresse 
His knaue / was a strong carl / for the noones 
And by the haspe / he haaf it of atones 
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And at the chambre dore / whil fat he stood 
He cryde and knokked / as fat he were wood 
What how / what do ye maister Mcholay 
How may ye slepen / al the longe day 
But al for noghf he herde nat a word 
An hole he foond / ful lowe vp on a bord 
Ther as the Cat / was wont In for to crepe 
And at that hole / he looked In ful depe 
And atte laste / he hadde of hym a sighte 
IT This Nicholas / sat euere capyng vp-righte 
As he hadde kiked / on the newe moone 
Adown he gooth / and tolde his maister soone 
In what array / he saw this ilke man 
IT This Carpenter / to blessen hym bigan 
And seyde / help vs seiute ffrideswyde 
A man woot litel / what hym shal bityde 
This man is faUe / with his Astromye 
In som woodnesse / or m som Agonye 
I thoghte ay wel / how fat it sholde be 
Men sholde noght knowe / of goddes pnuetee 
Ye bHssed be alwey / a lewed man 
That noghf but oonly his bileue kan 
So ferde another clerki with Astromye 
He walked iu the feeldes / for to prye 
Vp on the sterres / what ther sholde bifalle 
Til he was / in a Marie pit yfaUe 
He saw nat thaf but yet by Semt Thomas 
Me reweth sore / for hende Nicholas 
He shal be rated / of his studiyng* 
If fat I may / by Ih«sus heuene kyng" 
Get me a staf / fat I may vnder-spore 
Whil fat thow Eobyn / heuest vp the dore 
He shal out of his studyyng* as I gesse 
And to the chambre dore / he gan hym dresse 
His knaue / was a strong carl / for the nones 
And by the haspe / he haaf it vp atones 
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And at the chambers dore whil that he stod 

He cryede & knokkede as fey he were wod 

What how what do 30 Maystyr Mcholay 

How may 36 slepen al the longe day 

But al for nought he herde not a word 

An hole he fond ful lowe vp on a bord 

There as the cat was wont m for to crepe 

And at the hole he lokede m ful depe 

And at the laste he hadde of hym a sygh 

This Nicholas sat alwey gapyrage vp rygh 

As he hadde kykyd on the newe mone 

Adouw he goth & tolde hese maystyr sone 

In what aray he saw this ilke man 

This carpenter to blyssyn hym be-gan 

And seyde helpe vs seynte frydiswyde 

A man wot lytyl what hym schal betyde 

This man is falle with hese astronemye 

In sum wodnesse or in sum agonye 

I thoughte ay wel how fat it schulde be 

Men schulde not knowe of goddis pnuyte 

3e blyssede be alwey a lewede man 

That nought but only his bileue can 

So ferde a nothyr clerk •with astronomye^ 

He walkede in the feldis for to prje 

Vp on the sterrys what fere schulde befalle 

Til he was m a marbil pyt I-faUe 

He say not that but jit be seynt Thomays 

Me rewyth sore of hende Nycholas 

He schal be ratyd of hese stodying 

3if that I may be Ihesu heuene kyng 

Get me a staf that I may vndyi spore 

WhU that f ou robyn hevyst vp the dore 

He schal out of hese stodyinge as I gesse 

And to the ohambere dore he gamn hym dresse 

Hese knave was a strong carl for the nonys 

And by the haspe he haf it of at onys 
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And af pe chambre dore 'whil Jjat* lie stood 
he criede and knokkede as jjat lie were wood 
"Wliaf how what" do 36 mayster Nicholay 
how may je sleepen al Jje longe day 
But* al for noughf he herde nought* a word 
An hole he fond ful lough vpon a hord 
Ther as fe catte was wont in for to creepe 
And af Jjaf hole he loked in ful deepe/ 
And atte lasf he hadde of" him a sighf 
This nicholas sat euer capjoigi vpnght 
As he hadde keked on ])e newe moone 
And doun he goji and tolde his mayster soone 
In whaf array he saugh Jjis ilke man 
This Carpunter to hlessen him bigan 
And seyde help vs seinte ffredeswide 
A man woof ILtel whaf him schal betyde/ 
This man is falle with his astronomie 
In som woodnesse or m som agonye 
I Jjougllt ay wel how fat it scholde be 
Men scholde nof knowe of" goddes priuite 
Je blessed be alwey a lewed man 
Thaf nought" but oonly his bileeue can 
So ferd anofer clert with astronomie 
he walked m fe feeldes for to prie 
vppon fe sterres whaf f er schulde bifalle 
Til he was in a Marie pif y-falle 
he saugh nought faf buf jif by semf Thomas 
Me reweth sore of" heende JSTicholas 
he schal be rated of" his studyyng" 
If" ])af I may by Ihesu ^ heuene kingi 
Gete me a staf" Jjaf I may vnderspore 
Whil Jjat ]jou Eobyn heuesf vp pe dore 
he sehal ouf of* his studymg* as I gesse 
And to \>e chambre dore he gan him dresse 
his knaue was a strong" carl for j)e nones 
And by pe hasp he heef" it / of" af oones 
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And af the Chamber door while fat he stode 
He cried an knokked as he were wode 
Whaf howe whaf do 30 maister Mcholay 
Howe may je sclopen al fis longe day 
But al for noujf he herd neuer a worcJ 
An hoole he foonde ful lowe vnder a bord' 
Ther as fe Catt was wonte forto crepe 
And af fe hole he loked in ful depe 
And atte lasf he had of him a si^t 
fis Meholas satte euere gaping* vp ri^t 
As he had kiked on fe newe moone 
And doune he gof and told his maister' sone 
In what araie he segh faf ilke man 
This carpentere to blissen hym by-gan 
And seide helpe vs seinf ffredes'W'yde 
A man wote litel whaf shal hym betide 
This man is fallen wijj his astrononiye 
In some woodnesse or m some Agonye 
I foujf wel howe if shuld be 
Men shuld nof knowe of goddis privete 
Je blessed be alway fe lewde man 
faf noujf buf only his bileeue can 
So ferde anofer clerk with astronomye 
He walked into fe feeldes for to prie 
Vpon fe sterres to wif whaf shal by-falle 
TU he was in a Marie pitte yfalle 
He seighe no3f buf yif by seinf Thomas 
Me ruef soor hende Nicholas 
He schal be rated of bis stodying* 
If faf I may by Thesu'^ heuene knyge [' MS lie] 
Gete me a staf faf I may vnderspore 
While paf fou Eobyn heuesf vp fe dore 
He shal ouf of his stodying" as I gesse 
And to fe Chamber dore he gan hjm dresse 
His knaue was a stronge Carle for fe nones 
And by fe haspe he haue if vp af ones 
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And att fe chambre dore while fat he stode 

He criede and knokked as fat he were wode 

What howe what do 3e Maister Mcholay 

Howe maie 30 slepen al f e longe daie 

Bot al for nouht he herde nouht a worde 

An hole he fonde ful longe vpon a borde 

There as f e catte was wonte mne for to crepe 

And att fat hole he loke m ful depe 

And att f e last he had of hmi a siht 

This Mcholas satt euer gapmge vpriht 

As he had keked on f e newe mone 

And doune he gof e and tolde his meister sone 

la what araie he sauhe f is ilke man 

This Carpenter to blissen him be-gan 

And seide helpe vs semt ffritheswide 

A man whote litel what him schal be-tide 

This man is fait wif his Arstromye 

In some wodenes or somme Agonye 

.1. thouht ay wele howe it sobolde be 

Men scholde nouht knowe of goddes pmiete 

3e blissed be alwey a lewed man . 

Jjat nouht bot onely his beleue can . 

So ferd anof er clerke wif Astronomye 

He walked in to f e feldes for to prye 

vppon f e sterres what fere scholde befalle 

Til he was m a marie pitte y-falle 

He sawhe nouht fat Bot 3it be seint Thomas 

Me rewf e sore of hende Mcholas 

He schal be rated of bis stodiynge 

If fat .1. maie be lesus heuen kmge 

Gete me a staf fat .1. maie vnder spore 

While fat f ou Eobm heueste vpe f e dore 

He schal oute of his stodiinge as .1. gesse 

And to f e Chambre dore he gan him dresse 

His knaue was a stronge karle for f e nones 

And be f e hespe he heue it vp att ones 
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In to the floor / the dore fll anon 

This Mcholas / sat ay as stille as stoon 3472 

And euere caped vpward m to the Eir 

This Carpenter / wende he were m despeir 

And hente hym / by the sholdres myghtily 

And shook hym harde / and cnde spitously 3476 

What Mcholay / what how / what looke adoun 

Awake / and thank on Cristes passioun 

I crouche thee / from Elues / and fro wightes 

Ther-witA the nyghtspel / seyde he anonrightes 3480 

On foure halnes / of the hons aboute 

And on the thresshfold / of the dore with-onte 

Ihesu Crisf and semt Benedight 

Blesse this hous / from euery wikked wighf 3484 

ifor nyghtes uerye / the white pater noster 

Where wentestow / semt Petres soster 

f And atte laste / this hende Mcholas 

Gran for to sike soore / and seyde alias 3488 

Shal al this world / be lost eftsoones now ? 

IT This Carpenter / answerde / what seystow * 

What thynk on god / as we doon / men fat swynke 

IT This Mcholas answerde / fecche me drynke 3492 

And after / wol I speke in prynetee 

Of certeyn thyng< that toncheth me and thee 

I wol telle if noon oother man certeyn 

IT This Carpenter / goth doun / and comth ageyn 3496 

And broghte / of myghty Ale a large quart 

And whan fat ech of hem / had dronke his part* 

This Mcholas / his dore faste shette 

And doun the Carpenter / by hym he sette 3500 

f He seyde lofin myn hoosf hef and deere 

Thou shalti vp on thy trouthe swere me heere 

That to no wigBf thou shalt this conseil wreye 

ffor it IS / cristes conseil that I seye 3504 

And if thou telle man / thou art forlore 

ifor this vengauwce / thou shalt ban therfore 
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In to the floor / the dore fil anoon 

This Mcholas / sat ay as stille as stoon 

And euere caped vp / m to the Eyr 

This Carpenter / wende he were m despeyr 

And hente hym / by the sholdres myghtily 

And shook hym harde / and cryde spitously 

What Mcholay / what how looke adoun 

Awake / and thenk on Cristes passioun 

I crouche thee / from Elues and fro wightes 

Ther-with the nyght spel / seyde he anon rightes 

On foure halues / of the hous aboute 

And on the thresshfolcJ / on the dore with-oute 

Ihesu crisf and Semf Benedighf 

Blesse this hous / from euery wikked wighf 

ffor the nyghtesuerye / the white Pater noster 

Where wentestow / semte Petres suster 

And at the laste / this hende Mcholas 

6an for to sike soore / and seyde aUas 

Shal al the world / be lost eft soones now 

^ This Carpenter answerde / what seistow 

What thenk / on god / as we doon men fat swynke 

^ This Mcholas answerde / fecche me drynke 

And after / wol I speke m prynetee 

Of certem thyng / fat toucheth me and thee 

I wol telle it / noon oother man certayn 

IT This Carpenter gooth doun / and comth agayn 

And broghte of myghty ale / a large quart" 

And whan fat eech of hem / hadde dronke his part 

This Mcholas / his dore faste shette 

And doun the Carpenter / by hym he sette 

And seyde / loKn / myn hoosf lief and deere 

Thou shalt vp on thy trouthe / swere me heere 

That to no wight thou shalt this conseil wreye 

ffor it is cristes conseil / that I seye 

And if thou telle if man thou art forlore 

ffor this vengeaunce / thow shalt haue ther fore 
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And in the flor the dore lay a-non 

-This nycholas sat ay as stylle as ston 3472 

And euere gapede vpward m to the eyre 

This Carpenter wende he hadde ^ben m dispeyre^ [■-■ corrected] 

And hente hym by the schuldens myghtyly 

And shok hjm harde & cryede dispitously 3476 

What Mcholas what how loke adoun 

Awake & thynk on crystis pascioun 

I crouche the fro?» elvys & ivom whitys^ t^ com to whiohysi 

Therwith the nyght speP a-non ryghtis p corr. to ffeoii 3480 

On foure haluys of the hous aboute 

And on the throsschewald of the dore with-ovAe 

Ihesu cryst & seynt benedyt 

Blysse this hous fro?» euery wede wygh 

ffor the nyghtis vene / the white pater nostet 

Where wonyst f on now seynte peterys systyr 

And at the laste fis hende Mcholas 

Gan for to syke sore & seyde alias 

Schal al the world ben lost eftsonys now 

This oarpente answerde what seynst f ou 

What thynk on god as men don wha« fey swiwke 

This Mcholas answerde fet me drynke 3492 

And aftyr wele I speke in prmyte 

Of serteyn thyng that touchith me & the 

I wele telle it non of er man certeyn 

This carpentyr goth doura & comyth ageyn 3496 

And broughte of myghti ale a large quart 

And wharane that eche of hem hade dronke his part 

This Mcholas hese dore faste schette 

And douw the Carpenter by hym he sette 3500 

And seyde Ihuw myn ost lef & dere 

Thow schat vp on thi trouthe swere me here 

That to no wyght fou schat fis conseyl wreye [leafiso.iiack] 

ffor it IS crystis conseyl that I seye 3504 

And sif fou telle it man fou art forlore 

ffor this vemaurace fou schat han f erfore 
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In to fe floor fe dore filt anon 

TMs Mcliolas saf ay as stille as stoon 3472 

And enere capede ypvard in to the ayre 

This Carpunter wende he were in despaire 

And hent" him by fe sohrddres mightyly 

And schook" him harde and cryed spitously 3476 

"What Mcholas whaf how looke a doun 

Awake and Jjenk" on cristas passioMn 

I orouche Jie from Elues and fro wightes 

Ther-wi]j J>e night" speft seyde he anon nghtes 3480 

Of" foure halues of" fe hous aboute 

And on J)6 fresschefold on jje dore wifoute 

Ihesu. crisf and seynf Benedigfif 

Blesse J)is hous from euery wikkede wight" 3484 

fibr fe nightes verye fe white Pate noster 

Where wentestow Jou semte peteris suster 

And atte laste Jas heende l^Ticholas 

Gan for to sike sore and seyde alias 3488 

Schal al fe werld he losf eff sones now 

This Carpenter answerde whaf seisf foil 

What* Jjink" on god as we doon men faf swynke 

This mcholas answerde feehe me drynke Deaf 19, back] 

And after wol I speke in priuitee 

Of" certeia Jimg" faf toucheji Jie and me 

I wil telle it non ojjer man certeyn 

This Carpenter goj) doun and comej) agem 3496 

And brought" of" mighty ale a large quart" 

And whan fat" ech of" hem hadde dronken his part" 

This Nicholas his dore faste sohette 

And doun fe Carpunter by him he sette 3500 

And seyde lohn myn hooste leef" and deere 

Thou schalf Tpon my troufe swere me heere 

That" to no wighf fou sohalt" Jjis counseil wreye 

ffor it" is cristes counseitt Jiat" I seie/ 3504 

And if" Jjou telle it man Jjou art" forlore/ 

ffor J)is vengance Jjou schalf haue ferfore 
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Into ])e floor J?e door fille anon 

This Mcholas sat" ay stille as ston 3472 

And euere gaped vpward' mto Jie eire 

fis carpenter* wende he were in despeir" 

And henf hym by fe shuldres my3tely 

And shoke him hard' and cried spitously 3476 

What" Mcholay whaf loke adoun 

A-wake and peak on cristes passioMn 

I crouche fe from eveles and fro wi3tes 

Jier-with Jje ny3f spelle he seide anon rijtes 3480 

On four halues of the hous aboute 

And on fe thresshholcf on fe dore witJ^oute 

Ihesu crisf and seynf Benedighf Ueaf 49] 

Blesse fis hous from euery wicked wighf 3484 

ffor fe nyghtes verye fe white pater noster 

Where wentestowe . seynf Peters sustei* 

And atte lasf fis hende Mcholas 

Gan for to sighe sore and seide alias 3488 

Shal al fe world be loste eftsones nowe 

This Carpentere answerde whaf seisf fowe 

Whaf fenk on god as we doii faf swynk" 

This Mcholas answerde foeche me drink" 3492 

And aftere I wil speke in privete 

Of certeyn fing" Jjaf towchej) ]je and me 

I wille telle if noon ojjer man oereteyne 

This carpenter" goJ) down and commef ageyne 3496 

And brQU3f of myghty ale a large quarte 

And whan faf eohe of hem had dronke his parte 

Jiis Mcholas his door fasf shette 

And doun pe Carpenter" by hym he sette 3500 

And seide lohn myn hooste lief and dere 

Jjow shalt vpon ]ji trouj) swere me heere 

Thaf to no wighf Jou shalf Jjis counsett wrey 

ffor if IS cristes counsaUe ))af I sey 3504 

And if fu telle if man Jiou arf forlore 

ffor fis vengeannce Jjou shalf haue ferfore 
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In to fe flora Jie dora fel a-none 

This Mcholas satt ay as stitt as any stone 3472 

And euer gaped vp in to fe aire 

This Carpenter wende he were m despeira 

And hent him be fa scholdres myhtely 

And schoke him harde and cried spitously 3476 

What Mcholas what howe loka a downe 

Awake and Jjenke on cristes passion 

.1. crouche Jje from elues and from whihtes 

There-wife fe nyhtes spel seide he anone rihtes . 3480 

Of foure halues . fe hous aboute 

And on fe fresshewolde on fe dore wif-oute 

Ihesu criste and seint bendight 

BHsse fe house frome euery wikke whight 3484 

ffor fe nyghte very fa white Pater noster 

Where wentestowe f ou semte petur . soster 

And att f e last f is hende Mcholas 

Gan for to sike and seide Alas 3488 

Sohaft att f e werlde be loste ef sonas nowe 

This Carpenter ansewerd what seistow 

What f inke on god as we done men fat swynke 

This Mcholas ansewerd ffeche me drynke 3492 

And after wift .1. speke iu pn'uete 

Of certeme f mge fat touchef fa and me 

.1. wift tel it it none of er man serteine 

This Carpentier gof e doune and comef a3eine 3496 

And brouht of myhty ale a large quarte 

And whan fat iche of hem had dronken here parte 

This Mcholas his dore fast schette 

And doune f e Carpentier be him ha sette 

And seide lohn mjma Ostee leue and dere 

Thowe schalt vpon f i trouf e swere me here 

That to whight f ou schal fis oonsel wriee 

ffor it is cristees coureseft fat .1. seiee 

And if f ou teft it man f ou art for-lore 

ffor fis venieance f ou schalt haue fere fore 
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That if thou wreye me / thou shalt he wood 
If ay Crist forhede iti for his hooly blood 
Quod tho this sely man / I nam no lahhe 
JSTe though I seye / I am nat lief to gahhe 
Sey what thou wolt / I shal it neuere telle 
To child ne wyf / by hym that harwed helle 
"VfOw loEfl quod Mcholas / I wol nat lye 
•^^ I have yfounde / m myn Astrologye 
As I haue looked / m the moone bright" 
That now a monday nexf at quarter nyghf 
Shal falle a reyn / and that so wilde and wood 
That half so greef was nenere Noees flood 
This world he seyde / in lasse than an hour 
Shal al be dreynt / so hidous is the shour 
Thus schal mankynde dienche / and lese hir lyf 
IT This Carpenter answerde / alias my wyf 
And shal she drenche / alias myn Alisoun 
ffor sorwe of this / he fil almoost adoun 
And seyde / is ther no remedie in this cas 
^ Why yis for gode / quod hende Moholas 
If thou wolt werken / aftir loore and reed 
Thou mayst nat werken / after thyn owene heed 
ffor thus seith Salomon) / that was ful trewe 
Werk al by conseil / and thou shalt nat rewe 
And if thou werken wolt* by good conseil 
I vndertake / with-outen Masf and seyl 
Yet shal I sauen / hire / and thee / and me 
Hastow nat herd / hou saued was Noe s 
Whan pat ouie lord / hadde warned hym biforn 
That al the world / wit7i water sholde be lorn 
IT Tis quod this Carpenter / ful yoore ago 
f Hastou nat herd / quod Mcholas also 
The sorwe of JSToe / with his felaweshipe 
Er jjat he myghte / brynge his wyf to shipe 
Hym hadde be leuere / 1 dar wel vndertake 
At thilke tyme / than alle hise wetheres blake 
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That if thow wreye me / thow shalt be wood 
IT Nay Crist forbede it / for his holy blood 
Quod tho this sely man / I nam no labbe 
And thogh I seye / I nam nat lief to gabbe 
Sey what thow wolt* I shal it neuere telle 
To child ne wyf / by hym that harwed heUe 
^ Now lohn quod Mcholas / I wol noght lye 
I haue yfounde / m myn Astrologye 
As I haue looked / in the moone bright" 
That now a monday nexf at quarter nyghf 
Shal falle a reyn / and that so wilde and wood 
That half so greet" was neuere Nowels flood 
This world he seyde / m lasse than in an hour 
Shal al be dreynt" so hidous is the shour 
Thus shal man-kynde drenche / and lese hir lyf 
IT This Carpenter answerde / alias my wyf" 
And shal she drenche / alias m3m Alisoun 
fibr sorwe of this / he fil almoost adoun 
And seyde / is ther no remedie in this cas 
IT Why yis for gode / quod hende Mcholas 
If thow wolt werken / after loore and reed [leaf 45, back] 

Thow mayst noght werken / after thyn owene heed 3528 
ffor thus seith Salomon / Tpat was ful trewe 
Werk al by conseil / and thow shalt noght rewe 
And if thow werken wolt" by good consayl 
I vndertake / with-outen masf or sayl 
Tit shal I saue hire / and thee and me 
Hastow nat herd / how saued was Noe 
Whan pat oure lord / hadde warned hym biforn 
That al the world / with water sholde be lorn 
IT Tis quod this Carpenter / ful yore ago 
IT Hastow nat herd / quod Mcholas also 
The sorwe of Noe / with his felaweshipe 
Er Jat he myghte / gote his wyf to shipe 
Hym hadde leuere / I dar wel vndertake 
At thilke tyme / than alle hise wetheres blake 
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That jif \)0U wreye me J)ou schat ben wod 
Nay cryst forbede for hese holy blood 
Quod y this selye man I nam no labbe 
Ne fow I seye I ne am not lef to gabbe 
Sey what pou wylt I schal it neuere telle 
To chyld ne wyf by hym that harwede helle 
Now lohn quod Nicholas I nyl not lye 
I haue I-fou«dym in myn astronemye 
As I haue lokyd m the mone bryght 
That now a moneday nest at quarter nyght 
Schal falle a reyn & that so wilde & wod 
That half so gret was neuere Noyes flod 
This world he seyde in more thn an oure 
Schal be drenk so hydons is the schowr 
Thus schal mankynde drenche & lese here lyf 
This carpenter answerede alias mjn wif 
And schal sche drenche alias myn alysouw 
ffor sorwe of this he fel almost a donn 
And seyde is there no remedye in this cas 
Whi 31s for gode / quod hende Nichola 
Jif Tpcn wilt werkyn aftyr lore & red 
Thow mayst not werkyn aftyr pjn owene red 
ffor thus seyth salamon that was for trewe 
Werk al be conseyl & pou schalt not rew 
And 3if pou werke wylt be good conseyl 
I vndyrtake wMoute mast or sayl 
3it schal I schaue here & the & me 
Hast Tpon not herd how sauyd was noe 
Whan pat oure lord hadde wamede hym beforn 
Tha al the word with wayr schulde be lorn 
Jis quod this carpenter ful jore ago 
Hast pou not herd-qwoc? Nicholas also 
The sorwe of Noe with hese felausohepe 
E[r] paw he myghte gete hese wyf to schepe 
Hym hadde ben lefere I dar wel vndyrtake 
Al thilke tyme than hese wederis blake 
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That" if" fou -wieie me Jou sehalf he wood 

IT Naj crisf forbede it foi his holy Wood 

Quod J)o ])is sely man I nam no lahbe 

Ne Jjough I seie I nam not? leef" to gabhe 

Sey what" Jjoti wolf I schal it neuer telle 

To child ne wyf" by him f af hanede heUe/ 

Ifow lohan quod Mcholas I wil noujf lye 

I haue I-founde in myn astrologie/ 

As I haue loked in ]je moone bngBf 

That" now a monday next at quarter night 

Sohal faUe a Eayn and faf so wilde and wood 

Thaf halP so grefr was neuer Nowels flood 

This world he seide in lasse fan in an hour 

Schal al be dreynf so hidous is fe schour 

Thus schal mankynde drenche and leese here lif 

This Carpunter answerde alias my wijf* 

And schal sche drenche alias myn alisoMn 

ffor sorwe of" fis he fell aJmosf a doun 

And seyde is fer no remedye in pis caas 

"Whi jis for gode quod heende Mcholas 

If" ])0U wolf worchen after lore and red 

Thou maysf nojf werken after ])in oughne heed 

fibr J)us seij) Salamon Jjaf was ful trewe 

Work? aft by coimseitt and Jiou sehalf noughf rewe 

And if" J)ou worken wolf by good counseille 

I vndertake wij50ute masf or seile 

Yef schal I saue hire and fe and me/ 

hasf ]jou noughf herde how saued was Noe 

Whan Jjaf owre lord haj warned hun biforn 

Thaf aft fe world with water sehulde be lorn 

3is quod j)is Carpenter ful jore ago 

hastow nof herd quod Mcholas also 

The sorwe of" BToe wi]) his felaschipe 

Or paf he nughte gete his wif" to schipe 

him hadde leuer I dar wel undertake 

Af pUke tyme fan aft his wejjeres Make 
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faf if fow wrey me J)0u shalf be wode 
IT JSTay cnsf forbede if for his holy blood' 
Quod ])0o fis sely man I ne am no labbe 
Ne Jjough I seie if I ne am nof lief to gabbe 
Sey whaf powe wolf I shal if neuer" telle 
To ChUde ne wif by hyjw Jjaf harowed heUe 
l^owe lohn quod Mcholas I wil nof lie 
I haue yfounden in myn astrologie 
As I haue loked m Jje mone bnjf 
Jjaf nowe on monday nexf a quarter ny3f 
Shal falle a rayn and Jiaf so wild' and wode 
paf half so grete was never noes flode 
This worlcJ he saide in lasse pan m an houre 
Shal al be dreinf so hidous is pe showre 
Thus shal mahkinde drenche and lese her liff 
This Carpentere answerd alias my wiff 
And shal she drenche alias myn alisown 
ffor sorowe of pis he fille al-mosf adown 
And seide is no remedye m pis caas 
Wy 31s for god quod heende Mcholas 
If pow wolte worchen aftere lore and rede 
Jjowe maisf nof worchen after" pme owne hede 
fibr pus seith Salomon paf was ful trewe 
Worche al by counsaile and pou shalf nof rewe 
And if pou worchen wolf by good counsaitle 
I vndertake wip-outen masf or saiUe 
3if shal I saue hie' and pe and mee 
Hasf pou nof herd' how saued was Noe 
Whan paf our lorde hap warned hym byforn 
J)af al the world' wip water" shuld be lorn 
Jis quod pis Carpenter ful jore a-goo 
HastoTve nof herde quod Mcholas also 
pe sorowe of Noe wip his felawship 
Or he my3f gete his wif to ship 
Hym had leuere I dar wel vndertake 
Af pilks tyme pan att his weperes blake 
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That if pou wreye me pou schalt be woode 
IT l^ay crist for-beede it for bis holy blode 
Qwod poo pis sely man .1. nam no labbe 
And pouhe .1. seie .1. ne am not leue to gabbe 
Saie whatt pou wolte .1. schal it neuer telle 
To childe ne wife be him pat haned helle 
Nowe lohn qMod Mcholas .1. wil nou3t lye 
.1. haue .I.-founde m myne astrologie 
As .1. haue loked in pe mone brihte 
J3at nowe a mononday next a quarter nyhte 
Schal fal a rayne and pat so wilde and wode 
)5at halfe so grete was neuer noes flode 
This werlde he seide in lesse pan in an houre 
Schal be al dreinte so hydous is pe schoure 
Thus schal mankinds drenche and lese Mr lyf 
This carpentier ansewerd alas my wif 
And schal sche drenche alas myn AhsoMne 
ffor sorwe of pis he fel almoste a-doune 
And seide is no remedie ia pis caas 
Whi 31s for god qwod hende Mcholas 
If pou wolte worchen after lore and rede 
Thou maiste nou3t werehen after piae owen hede 
ffor pus seipe Salomon pat was ful trewe 
Werke al be counsel an pu schalt nouht rewe 
And if pow worchen wilte be goode counseile 
.1 vnder-take wip-oute mast or seile 
3it schal .1. saue hire and pe and me 
Haste pow nouht herde how sauede was N"oe 
Whan pat owre lorde hape warned him be-forne 
That att pe werld wip water scholde be for-lome 
?is quod pis Carpentier ful 3Qre a-go 
Hast pou nouht herde qwod Mcholas also 
Ihe sorwe of Noe wip his felausehep 
Or pat he myht get Ms wif to scMp 
Him had leuer .1. dar wele vnder-take 
Att pilke time pan att Ms weperes blake 
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102 GROUP A. § 4. miller's tale. Ellesmere MS. 

That she hadde had a shipe / hir self allone 
And ther-fore / -woostou what is best to doone 3544 

This asketh haste / and of an hastif thyng" 
Men may nat preche / or maken tanyng* 
IT Anon go gete ts faste in to this In 
A knedyng< trogh / or ellis a kjmeljn 3548 

ffor eoh of vs / but loke fat they be large 
In ■vvhiche / we mowe swymme as m a barge 
And han ther-Inne / vitaille suffisanf 
But for a day / fy on the remenanf 3552 

The "Water shal aslake / and goon away 
Aboute pryme / vp on the nexte day 
But Eobyn / may nat wite of this / thy knaue 
Ne eek" thy mayde Gille I may nat saue 3556 

Ase nat why /. for though thou aske me 
I wol nat teUen goddes pryuetee 

Suffiseth thee / but if thy wittes madde [leaf 42, back] 

To han as greet a grace / as ISToe hadde 3660 

Thy wyf shal I wel sauen / out of doute 
Go now thy wey / and speed thee heer aboute 
IT But whan thou hasf for hire and thee and me 
Ygeten vs / thise knedyng tubbes thre 3564 

Thanne shaltow hange hem / in the roof ful hye 
That no man / of oure purueiaunce spye 
And whan thou thus hast doon / as I haue seyd 
And hast oure vitaille / fairs in hem yleyd 3568 

And eek an Ax / to smyte the corde atwo 
Whan fat the water comth / that we may go 
And broke an hole / an heigS. vp on the gable 
Vnto the gardynward / ouer the stable 3572 

That we may frely / passen forth oure way 
Whan jjat the grete shour / is goon away 
Thanne shal I swymme / as myrie I vndertake 
As dooth the white doke / after hire drake 3576 

Thanne wol I clepe / how AlisoD) / how lohn 
Be myne / for the flood wol passe anon 
ellesmebe 102 
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That she hadde had a shipe / hir seK allone 

And ther-fore / wostow what is best to done 3544 

This axeth haste / and of any hastyf thyng* 

Men may noght preche / or maken tariyngf 

Anoon go gete vs faste / m to this In 

A knedyng trogh / or ellis a kymelyn 3548 

ffor eech of vs / but looke fat they be large 

In whiche we mowen swymme / as m a barge 

And han ther-Iime / vitaiUe sufiisaunf 

But for a day / fy on the remenaunf 3552 

The water shal aslake / and goon away 

Aboute pryme / vp on the nexte day 

But Eobyn may nat wite of this / thy knaue 

Ne eek" thy mayde GiUe / I may nat saue 3556 

Axe noght why / for thogh thou axe me 

I wol noghf tellen goddes pryuetee 

Suffiseth thee / but if thy wittes madde 

To han as greet a grace / as Noe hadde 3560 

Thy wif shal I wel sauen / out of doute 

Go now thy wey / and speed thee heer aboute 

But whan thou hast / for hire and thee and me 

Ygeten vs / thise knedyng^ tubbes thre 3564 

Thanne shaltow hangen hem / in the roof fed hye 

That no man / of oure purueiance espye 

And whan thow thus hast doon / as I haue seyd [leaf 47] 

And hast oure vitaille / faire in hem yleyd 3568 

And eek an Ax / to smyte the corde atwo 

Whan fat the water cometh / fat we may go 

And breke an hole / an heigh vp on the gable 

Vn to the gardynward / ouer the stable 3572 

That we may frely / passen forth oure wey 

Whan fat the grete shour / is goon awey 

Thanne shaltow swyinme / as murye I vndertake 

As dooth the white doke / after his drake 3576 

Thanne woltow clepe / how Alison / how lofin 

Be murye / for the flood wol passe anon 
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That sche hadde had a schep here self a lone 

And f erto wost f ou what is best to done 

This askyth haste & of an hasty thyng 

Men may not preche ne make taying 

Anon go gete vs faste in to f ys m 

A knedyng trow or elLys a kemelyng 

ffor eohe of vs but loke that fey be large 

I wheche we mowe sweme as m a barge 

And han f ennne vitayle suffyciau?it 

But for a day fy on the remenauwt 

The watyr schal aslake & gon away 

Aboute pryme on the nexte day 

But robyn may not wetyn of this thy?i knave 

He ek thym maydyn gille I may not sve 

Axe not whi for thow f ou axe me 

I wele not telle godis p?'myte 

Suffyseth f e but jif thy wit madde 

To han as gret a grace as iToe hadde 

Thyn wif schal I wel saue out of doute 

Go now thyn wey / & sped the here aboute 

But whan f ou hast for here & f " & me 

I-getyn vs these knedyng tubbys thre 

Thanne schat f ou hangyn hem m the rof ful hye 

That no man of oure puruyauMce aspye 

And whan f ou hast f zts don as I haue seyd 

And hast oure vitayle fayre m hem leyd 

And ek an ax to smyte the corde a two 

Whan that the watyr comyth fat we may goo 

And breke an hole an hey vp on the gable 

Into the gardynward ouer the stabele 

That we mowe frely passe forth ore way 

Whan that the grete sehowr is gon a-way 

Than schat f ou sweme as merye I vndyrtake De 

As doth the white doke aftyr the drake 

Thamne wele I clepe how alisouw how Ion 

Be merye for the flod wele passe a-non 
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Ttaf sche hadde a schip liir self" allon 

And fer-fore -wosf ])oti wliaf is tesf to doon 3544 

This axe)i haste and of an hastyf" ])ing< 

Men may nought preohe or make tarying* 

Anon go gete vs faste m to Jiis Tnne 

A knedyng' trough or elles a kemelynne 3548 

ffor ech of* vs huf look" fat fey hen large 

In -vrhioh men mo-we swymme as in a barge 

And han fer vitaiUes suffisaunf 

But* for a day fy on fe remenaunt 3552 

The water schal aslake and gon a way 

Ahoute prime vpon fe nexte day 

But" Eohyn may not" wite of" Jjis Tpi knaue/ 

Ife eek" fy mayde gylle I may nought" saue/ 3556 

Axe nought why for fough fou axe me 

I wol nought" tellen goddes priuite 

Suffice]) fe hut" if" fi wittes madde 

To haue as gret" a grace as noe hadde 3560 

Thi wif" schal I wel sauen out" of" doute 

Go now fi wey and speed f e heer ahoute/ 

But when fou hast for hire and J>e and me 

Y-geten vs fese knedyng" tuhhes fre OeaJBo, back] 

Than schalt" fou hang" hem in fe rof" ful hye 

That" noman of" oure purueance espye 

And whan fou Jus hast" don as I haue seyd 

And hast" oure vitaUes faire in hem y-leyde 3568 

And eek" an ax to smyte fe corde a tuo 

Whan fat" f e water comef fat" we may go 

And broke an hole an heigh rpon f e gable 

vnto f e gardeynward ouer f e stable 3572 

That" we may freely passen forf oure wey 

Whan f at" f e grete schour is gon a wey 

Thanne schalt" f ou swy?»me as mery I undertake 

As dof f e white doke after his drake '3576 

Than wol I clepe how alison how loon 

Be mene for f e flood wol passe anon 
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fat" she had a ship hure self aUon 

And f erfor woostowe what" is best" to don 3544 

Thix axeth hast" and of an hastif f inge 

Men may not" preche or make tarymge 

Anoon go gete ts fast" into f is Inne 

A knedinge trough or eUis a kemelyne 3548 

ffor eche of ts but" loke fat" f ei bene large 

In whiche men mowe swymme as in a barge 

And han her vitaiUes suffisaunt" 

But" for a day fye on f e remenawnt" 3552 

f e water* shal a-slake and gon a-way 

Aboute pryme vpon f e nexte day 

But" Eobyne may not" wif of f is f i knaue Peaf so] 

Ne eke fi maide Gift I may not" saue 3556 

Axe not" why for f ou^e f ou axe me 

I wU not" teUen goddes pr-mete 

It" suffisef f e but" if f i wittes madde 

To haue as grete a grace as Noe hadde 3560 

fi wif shal I wel saue out" of doute 

Go nowe f i way and spede f e here aboute 

But whan f ou hast" for hir" and f e and me 

ygeten vs fise kneding" treies fre 3564 

)3an shalt" f ou honge hem in f e roof" ful hie 

J3at" no man of oure pwrueauwce espie 

And whan f ou f us hasf don as I haue seide 

And hast" oure vitaile faire ui hem y-leide 3568 

And eke an axe to smyte f e cord' a two 

Whan fat" f e water co?wmef fat" we may goo 

And broke and hole on high vpon the gable 

Ynto fe gardyne warcS ouer f e stable 3572 

fat" we may frely passen forf our waye 

Whan fat f e grete shoure is passed awaye 

Than shalf f ou swymme as mery I vndertake 

As dof fe wighf duk aftere fe drake 3576 

fan wol I clepe how ahsofi. howe lohn 

Be mery for f e flood wil passe anon 
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That sche had a schippe al his selfe alone 

And fere-fore wost f ow whatt is best to done 

This axeth haste and of an hastif f mge 

Men maie nouht preche ne maake tanynge 

Anone go gete vs fast in to f is inne 

A knedeynge trowhe or elles a kemelyne 

ffor iche of vs bote looke fat f ei bene large 

In which men mow swymme as in a barge 

And hane their vitaile sufficeant 

Bot for a day fy on f e remenant 

The water schal aslake and gone his waie 

About pn'me vpon f e next daye 

Bot Eobyne maie nouht witte of f is f i knaue 

JSTe eke f e maide gift .1. maie nouht saue 

Ax nouht whi for f ouhe f ou axe me 

.1. wil nou^t tellen goddes priuete 

Suffisef e f e bot if f i wittes Madde 

To haue as grete a grace as noe Hadde 

Thi wif schal .1. wele saue oute of doute 

Go nowe f i weie and- spede f e here abowte 

Bot whan f ou hast for hire and f e [andl me 

Y-geten vs f is knedeinge tubbes fre 

fan schalt f ou honge hem m rofe fol hihe 

fat no man of owre pureance aspie 

And whan f ou f us haste done as .1. haiie seide 

And hast oure vitaile faire in hem y-leide 

Ande eke an ax to smyte f e corde a two 

Whan fat f e water comef fat we maie go 

An broke an hole on hihe vpon f e gable 

Vnto f e gardeme ward ouer f e stable 

That we mai freli passen forf e owre weye 

Wlian fat f e grete sohowre is gone awaie 

Th[en schjalt f ou swymme as mery .1. vnder-take 

As dof e f e white duke after his drake 

Than wil .1. clepe howe .Alison, howe lohn 

Be mery for f e flode wil passe a-none 
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And thou wolt seyn / hayl maister Mcholay 

Good morwe / I se thee wel / for it is day 

And thaime / shul we be / lordes al ouie lyf/ 

Of al the world / as Koe and his wyf/ 

IT But of thyng* I wame thee ful riglif 

Be wel auysed / on that Uke nyght- 

That we hen entred / in to shippes hord 

That noon of vs / ne speke nat a word 

Ne clepe / ne crie / hut been in his preyere 

ffor it is / goddes owene heeste deere 

IT Thy wyf and thou / moote hange fer atwynne. 

ifor thaf bitwise yow / shal be no synne 

Na moore m lookyng / than ther shal in deede 

This ordiaance is seyd / so god thee speede 

Tomorwe at nyghf whan folk ben aUe aslepe 

In to our knedyng tubbes / wol we crepe 

And sitten there / abidjnig goddes grace 

Go now thy wey / I haue no lenger space 

To make of this / no lenger sermonyng* 

Men seyn thus / sende the wise / and sey no thyngi 

Thou art so wys it needeth thee nat to preche 

Go saue oure lyf / and that I the biseche 

IT This sely Carpenter / goth forth his wey 

fful ofte / he seith alias and weylawey 

And to his wyf / he tolde his pryueetee 

And she was war / and knew it bet than he 

'VVTiat al this queynte cast* was for to seye 

But nathelees / she ferde as she wolde deye 

And seyde alias / go forth thy wey anon 

Help vs to scape / or we been lost echon 

I am thy trewe / verray wedded wyf 

Go deere spouse / and help to saue oure lyf 

TO/ which a greet thyng / is Affeccion 

-*-^ Men may dyen / of ymaginacion 

So depe / may impression be take 

This sely Carpenter / bigynneth quake 
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And thou wolt seyn / haU. maister Mcholay 

Good morwe / I see thee wel / for it is day 3580 

And thanne shal we be lordes al oure lyf/ 

Of al the world / as N'oe and his wyf/ 

But of o thyng / I wame thee ful right 

Be wel auysed / on that ilke nyghf 3584 

That we been entred / in to shippes bord 

That noon of ts / ne speke noght a word 

'Ne clepe ne crye / but been m his prayere 

ffor it-is / goddes owene heste deere 3588 

Thy wyf and thow / mote hange fer atwynne 

ffor fat bitwix yow / shal be no synne 

Ifamoore in lookyng / than ther shal m dede 

This ordinaunce is seyd / go god thee spede 3592 

Tomorwe at nyghf whan men been alle aslepe 

In to oure knedjTag" tubbes / wol we crepe 

And sitten there / abidyng goddes grace 

Go now thy wey / I haue no lenger space 3596 

To make of this / no lenger sermonyng* 

Men seyn thus / seend the wise and sey no thyngi 

Thow art so wys / it nedeth thee nat teche 

Go saue oure lyP and that I thee biseche 3600 

IT This sely Carpenter / gooth forth his wey 

fful ofte he seyde / alias and weylaway 

And to his wyf / he tolde his pn'uetee 

And she was war / and knew it bet than he 3604 

What al this queynte casf was for to seye 

But nathelees / she ferde as she wolde deye 

And seyde alias / go forth thy wey anon [leaf «, back] 

Help vs to scape / or we been dede echon 3608 

I am thy trewe / Terray wedded wyf 

Go deere spouse / and help to saue oure lyf" 

IT Lo which a greet thyng / is affeccion) 

Men may dyen / of ymagmacioh) 3612 

So depe / may impression) be take 

This sely Carpenter / bigynneth quake 
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And pou wit seyn heyl maystyr Mcholay 
Good morwe for I se \)° wel for it is day 
And tharene schul we be lordys al oure lyue 
Of al the world as Noe was & hese wyue 
But of a^ thyng I wame the ful ryght 
Be wel auysed on 'pat ilke nyght 
That we ben enteryd in to schepys bord 
That non of vs ne speke not a word 
'Ne clepe ne crye but ben m hese preyere 
ffor it is goddys owene heste dere 
Thy» wyf & f ou motyn hangyn fer a twen 
ffor that be-twixe 30W sohal ben no syn 
K'o more in lokymge pan pere schal m dede 
This ordenaumce is seyd go god f* spede 
To morwe at nyght whan, we ben alle aslepe 
In to oure knedynge tulbis we schul crepe 
And sittywge pere abydynge goddys grace 
Go now pjn way I ne haue no lengere space 
To make of thys no lengere sarmouwnyng 
Men seyth pus / synd p'^ wyse & sey no pjng 
Thow art so wys it nedyth p^ not teche 
Go saue oure lyf & that I ])' beseche 
This sely carpenter goth forth hese way 
fful ofte he seyde aUas & weUe away 
And to hese wif he tolde hese pnuyte 
And sche was war & knew it bet pan he 
What al this queynte cast was for to say 
But neuertheles sche ferde as sche wolde day 
And seyde alias go forth pjn waye a-non 
Help vs to skape / er we ben dede eche on 
I am thyn verray trewe weddede wyf 
Go dere spouse & help to saue oure lyf 
Lo which a gret thyng is affeccyowj 
Men may deye thowr Imagynacyoun 
So depe may impressiouw be take 
This sely Carpenter begywnyth to quake 
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GROTTP A. § 4. miller's TALE. Coipns MS. 103 

And ])0u -wolt* sein liaift maister Mcholay 

Goode morwen I see Jie wel for it is day 3580 

And jianne sehal -we be lordes all ouie Ixf" 

Of" alls j)e world as Noe and his ■wijf' 

But" faf of! 00 ])iag I warne j;e ful righf 

Be wel auysed on faf Uke nighf 3584 

Thaf we ben entred m to fe scbippes boord 

Thaf noon of" vs ne spake noughf a word 

Ife clepe ne crye but been in bis preyere 

ffor it* is goddes ougbne beeste deere 3588 

Tby wijf and Jjou mof bange fer atwynne 

ffor Jiaf betwixe jou scbal be no synne 

Ifo more m lokyng< fan jiei scbal ia dede 

This ordinance is seid go god fe speede 3592 

To morwe af mghf whan men ben alt on sleep© 

In to our knedyn tubbes wil we creepe 

And sitten per: abidyng" goddes grace 

Go now fy wey I haue no longer space 3596 

To make of J)is no lenger sermonyng" 

Men sein f us sende pe wise and sey no ping< 

Jou art* so wys it needef pe nought* to teche 

Go saue oiire lijf" and ])at I pe besecbe [leaf 51] 

IT This seely Carpunter goj) forj) bis wey 

fful ofte be seyde aUas and weylawey 

And to bis wijf he tolde his prMtee 

And sche was warr and knew if bef fan he 3604 

Wbaf al fis queynte cast" was for to seye 

Buf nafeles sche ferde as sche wolde deye 

And seyde alias go forf Jji weie anon 

help vs to scape or we ben deede echon 3608 

I am fi trewe verray wedded wij? 

Go deere spouse and help to saue oure lijf' 

IT lo which a gret* jjing* is affection 

Men may dye of* ymagiaacion 3612 

So deepe may impressions be take 

This seely Carponter bygynneji quake 
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And Jjowe wilf sejra heU Maister Mcbolay 

Good morowe I see pe wele for if is day 

And fan shal we be lordes al oure Hf 

Of alle pe worlcS as N'oe and bis wif 

Buf faf of 00 fing" I wame pe fal rijt 

Be wel avised on faf Llk[e] ny3f 

Jjaf we bene entred into pe sbippes boord' 

J)at noon of vs ne speke nof a wor(} 

'Ne Clepe ne crie buf bene in bis preire 

ffor if is goddis owe beeste dere 

Thi wif and fou mote honge fer atwynne 

ffor faf bitwix 30U shal be no synne 

No more in lokmg* fan fer shal m dede 

])is ordiaawnee is seide so god f e spede 

To morowe af nygbf whan men bene alt a-slepe 

Into our knedingi trowes wil we crepe 

And sitten fer abidinge goddis grace 

Go nowe f 1 way I haue no lenger space 

To make of f is no lenger sermonyng* 

Men seyn f us sende f e wise and say no f mge 

f ou arf so wise if nededef f e nof teche 

Go saue our Uf and f af I f e biseche 

IT This sely Carpentere gof forf his way 

fful off he seide alas and wayleway 

And to his wif he tolde bis priuete 

And she was war and knewe if bef fan he 

Wbaf al f IS queinte casf was for to saye 

Buf nathelees she feerde as she woW deye 

And saide alas go foorf f 1 way anon 

Helpe TS to scape or we bene dede echofi 

I am f i trewe verry wedded wifP 

Go dere spouse and helpe to saue our Hfi 

Lo swicb a grete f ing* is affection 

Men may dye for ymagmacion 

So depe may impression be take 

This sely Carpenter" bygynnef quake 
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And f ou wilt seine haUe Maister Mcbolay 

Gode mome .1. see f e wele for it is daye 

And fan schal we be lordes al oure Hf 

Of al fe werlde as Noe and his wif. 

Bot fat of f inge .1. warne f e ful riht 

Bene wele avised vpon fat Uke nyht 

fat we bene entrede in to schippes horde 

fat none of vs ne speke noubt a worde 

Ne clepe ne crye bot bene in bis praiere 

ffor it is goddes owen heste dere 

Thi wif and f ou moste honge fer a tw3mne 

ffor fat betwox jow schal be no sinne 

Ne more m lokeinge fan fer scbalt m dede 

This ordenance is seide go god f e spede 

To morwe att nyht whan men bene al aslepe 

Into owre knedeinge tubbes wil we crepe 

And sitten fere a-bidemge goddes grace 

Go nowe fi weie .1. haue no longer space 

To make of f is no longer sermoneinge 

Men seine f us . Sende f e wise and sei no f mge 

Tbow ert so wise it nedef f e nouht teche 

Go saue owre lif and fat .1. f e besecbe 

IT This sely Carpentier gof forf his weie 

fful of of he seide alas and waleweie 

And to his wif he tolde his pnaete 

And sche was warre and knewe it bet fan he 

What alt f is queynte cast was for to seie 

Bot Natheles sche ferd as sche wold deie 

And seide alas go forf e f i weie anone 

Helpe TS to scape or we bene dede iche oon 

.1. am fi trewe verrei wedded wif 

Go dere spouse and helpe to saue oure lif 

IT Loo whiche a grete f inge is affection 

Men may deie of ymaginacione 

So depe maye impressione be take 

This seli Carpentier beginnef qwake 
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104 GROUP A. § 4. miller's tale. Ellesmere MS. 

Hym ttynketh verraily / ttat lie may see 

IToees flood / come -walwynge as the see 3616 

To dieiiolien Alisouw / his hony deere 

He wepeth / weyleth / maketh sory cheere 

He siketh / -with ful many a sory swogB 

He gooth / and geteth hym a knedyng trogh 3620 

And after that / a tubhe and a kymejyn 

And pryuely / he sente hem to his In 

And heng'hem / m the roof m pryuetee 

His owene hand made laddres thre 3624 

To clymhen / hy the ronges and the stalkes 

In to the tnbbes / hangynge m the halkes 

And hem vitailleth / hothe trogh and tuhhe 

'With hreed and chese / and good Ale in a luhhe 3628 

Sufl&synge right ynogh / as for a day 

But er that he / hadde maad al this array 

He sente his knaue / and eek his wenche also 

Vp on his nede / to london for to go 3632 

And on the Monday / whan it drow to nyghf 

He shette his dore / with-oute candel lyghf 

And dresseth alle thyng* as it shal be 

And shortly / vp they clomben alle thre 3636 

They sitten stille / wel a furlong way 

f 'Eo'w Pater noster / clom seyde Mcholay 

And clom quod loEn / and clom seyde Alisoure 

This Carpenter / seyde his deuociouw 3640 

And stille he sit / and biddeth his preyere 

Awaitynge on the reyn / if he it heere 

ff The dede sleepe / for wery bisynesse 

;!fil on this Carpenter / right as I gesse 3644 

Aboute corfew tyme / or Utel moore 

fifor trauaiUe of his goosf he groneth soore 

And eft he routeth / for his heed myslay 

Doun of the laddre / stalketh Nicholay 3648 

And Alisouw / ful softe adoun she spedde 

With-outen wordes mo / they goon to bedde 

ELLESMEBE 104 



104 GROUP A. § 4. miller's tale. Hengwrt MS. 

Hym thynketh verrailiche / Jiat he may se 

N'oes flood / come walwyng as the see 3616 

To drenchen Alison) / his hony deere 

He wepeth / waileth / maketh sory cheere 

He siketh / -with ful many a sory swogh 

And gooth / and geteth hym a knedyng" trogfi 3620 

And after / a tubbe and a kymelyn 

And pryuely / he sente hem to his In 

And heeng hem / in the roof in pnuetee 

His owene hand / he made laddres thre 3624 

To clymben / by the ronges and the stalkes 

Vn to the tubbes / hangyng* m the balkes 

And hem vitailed / bothe trogh and tubbe 

With breed and chese / and good ale iu a lubbe 3628 

Suffisjmge right ynogh / as for a day 

But er fat he hadde maad / al this array 

He sente his knaue and / eek his wenche also 

Vp on his nede / to london for to go 3632 

And on the monday / whan it drogh to nyghf 

He shette his dore / with-outen candel lyghf 

And dressed alle thyng" as it sholde be 

And shortly / vp they clomben aUe thre 3636 

They seten stille / wel a furlong way 

Now Pater noster / clom seyde Mcholay 

And clum quod loBn / and clum seyde Alison) 

This Carpenter / seyde his deuocion) 3640 

And stiUe he sif and biddeth his prayere 

Awaitynge on the reyn / if he it heere 

IT The dede sleeps / for wery bisynesse 

ffil on this Carpenter / right as I gesse 3644 

Aboute corfew tyme / or litel moore 

ifor trauaillyng of his goosf he groneth soore 

And eft he routeth / for his heed myslay [leaf is] 

IT Doun of the laddre / stalketh Nicholay 3648 

And Alison) / ful softe adoun she spedde 

With-onten wordes mo / they goon to bedde 
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Hym thynkyth verayly fat he may se 
Ifoyous flod come walwywge as the se 
To drenchyn alysoum hese hony dere 
He wepyth waylyth makyth sory chere 
He sykyth wtt/i manye a sory swough 
And goth & getyth hym a knedyng trough 
And aftyr a tubbe <& a kemelyn 
And pryuyly he sente hewi to hese in 
And hyng hem m the rof m pnuyte 
With his owene hand he made ladderys thre 
To klymbyw bi y roungis & the stalkys 
On to the tubbe hangy?ige m the balkis 
And hem vitaylede bothe trow & tubbe 
With bred & chese with good alle m a tubbe 
Suffysywge rygh I-now as for a day 
But er he hadde mad al thys aray 
He sente hese knaue & ek hese wenche also 
Vp on hese nedis to kmdene for to go 
And on the moneday whan it drew to nyght 
He schette hese dore w«t7i,-outyn candele lygh 
And dressede alle thynge as it schulde be 
And sohortly vp they cluTObe alle thre 
They setyn stylle wel a furlong wey 
InTow pater nostet clum seyde Mcholay 
And clum qmd Ion & clum quod Alysoun 
This carpentyr seyde hese deuocyoun 
And styUe he sit & biddyth hese preyere 
Away tynge on the reyn jif he it here 
The dede slep for verray besynesse 
ffel on this Carpentyr rygh as I gesse 
A-boute corfeu tyme or lyte more 
fibr trauayl ' of hese gost he groynede sore 
And efft he routyth for hese hed mys lay 
Doun on the laddere stalky th Mcholay 
And Alysoun ful softe a doun sche spedde 
"WVt^-outyn wordys mo fey gon to bedde 
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him fenieth verraily faf he may se 

Ifoe flood come walkyng" as fe see 

To drenchen alison his hony deere 

he -weepe]) ■waiUeJi maketh sory cheere/ 

he sykejj -wip ful many a sory swogh 

And gof and getejj him a knedyng" trough 

And after a tuhbe and a kemelyn 

And primly he senf hem to his In 

And hyng< hem in fe roofi in priuite 

his oughne hond he made eek" leddres Jjre 

To olymben hy fe ronges and fe stalkes 

vnto J)6 tuhhes hangyng* in Jje halkes 

And hem vitailled hojiB trough and tuhbe 

WiJ) hred and cheese and good ale in a luhbe/ 

Suffisyng righf ynough as for a day 

But! ar Jjat" he hadde maad al fis array 

he sent* his knaue and eet his wenche also 

vpon his neede to london for to go 

And on fe monday whan if drough to mght* 

he schette his dore wilioute candel lighf 

And dressed alt Jung* as if soholde be/ 

And sehortly clomben Tp alt Jire/ 

Thei setten stille wel a forlong* way 

ISTow pater noster clum seide Mcholay 

And Clum quod lofin and Clum seide ahsoii 

This Caipunter seide his deuocion 

And stille he sitte and biddej) his prayere 

Awaityng* on the rayn if he it heere 

The deth sleepe for wery bysynesse 

fill on fis Carpunter nghf as I gesse 

Aboute corfew tyme or litel more 

fibr trauaUle of his gosf he groneji sore 

And eff he routef for his heed myslay 

Doun ofi Jje laddie stalkef Mcholay 

And alison ful softe a doun sche spedde 

"Wifouten wordes mo Jey gon to bedde 

CORPUS 104. 



Hym fenkej) verrely faf he may se 

3616 N"oe flood come walkmg* as fe See 
To drenchen alison his hony dere 
He wepeth weilleth and maketh son chere 
He sighef wijj mony a sory swougS 

3620 And goof and getef hym a knedinge trough 
And aftere a Tubbe and a kemelyne 
And prively he senf hem to his Inne 
And henge hem in fe roof m priyete 

3624 His owne honde he made eke ledders fre 
To olymben by Jje ronges and fe stalkes 
Ynto Jie tubbes hongyng^ m Jje balkes/ 
And hem vitailled boJ)[e] trouje and tubbe 

3628 Wi^p brede. wiji chese wijih good ale m a lubbe 
Suffisinge rijf ynowe as for a day 
Buf er he had made al fis aray 
He senf his knaue and eke his wenche alsoo 

3632 Ypon his nede to London for to goo 

IT And on jje Monday whan if drou^e to nyjf 
He shette his door wiji-outen candel lijf 
And dressed al \>ing' as if shuld be 
[leaf 51, iiack] And shortely clumben vp al fre 

Jjei seiten stille wel a forlonge way 
jSTow Pater nostei Clum seide Mcholay 
And Clum quod Io6n and clum seide Alison 

3640 This Carpentere seide his devocion 

And stille he sitte and biddef his preier" 
Awaitinge on fe reyne if he if here 
The dejie sleep for wery bisynesse 

3644 ffille on J)is Carpenter ri^f as I gesse 
Aboute Curfewe tyme or litel more 
fibr travaile of his goosf he gronej) sore 
Buf ofte he routed for his hede myslay 

3648 Doun of fe ledder stalkej) Mcholay 

And Alison ful softe adoune she spedde 
"Wif-outen wordes moo fei goii to bedde 
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Him Jienkej^e verraily fat he male see 
Noe flode come walkinge as Jje see 
To drenche Alison his owen dere 
He wepef he weilej) he makejj son chere 
He sikke]) wiJ) ful mony a sory swoghe 
And gojie and getef him a knedeinge troughe 
And after a tubbe and a kimlyne 
And priuely he sent hem to his inne 
And henge in fe rofe m pnuete 
His owene honde . he made eke leddres free 
To climme by fe ronges and fe stakes 
Vn-to fe tobbes hongemge m fe balkes 
And hem vitailled bofe trouhe and tubbe 
Wife brede and chese and good ale in a lubbe 
Sufiismge . riht ynouhe as for a daie 
Bot ar he had maade al fis araie 
He sente his knaue and eke his wenche also 
Vpon his nede to londen for to goo 
And on mononday whanne it drouhe to nyhte 
He schette his dore wijj-outen candeHyhte 
And dressed al fmge as it schold be 
And schortely clomben vpe al fre 
Thei setten stille wele a forlonge weie 
Nowe pater noster Clum seide Mcholaie 
And clum . seide lohfl . and Clum seide Alison 
This Carpentier seide his deuocion 
And stille he sitteji and biddejie his preier 
Awaitemge on Jie reme if he it here 
The defe slepe for wery bisinesse 
ffel on fis Carpentier riht as .1. gesse 
Aboute Corfew time or litel more 
ffor traueile of his goste he gronef sore 
And eft he routefe for his hede misleie 
Doune of f e ladder stalkef Mcholeie 
And Alison ful soft a-doune sche spedde 
Wijj-outen wordes mo fei gone to bedde 
lansdowke 104 



3616 



3620 



3624 

[leaf 45] 



3628 



3632 



3636 



3640 



3644 



3648 



GEOUP A. § 4. miller's talh. Ellesmere MS. 105 



GROQP A. § 4. miller's tale. Hengwrt MS. 105 



GROUP A. § 4. miller's tale. Cambridge 



105 



Ther as tlie Carpenter / is wont to lye 

Ther was the reuel / and the melodye 

And thus [lith] Alison / and Mcholas 

In hisynesse / of myrthe and of solas 

TU that the belle of laudes gan to rynge 

And freres m the Channcel gonne synge 

rrihis parissB clerk / this Amorous Ahsolon 

-*■ That IS for loue ahvey so wo bigon 

Vp on the Monday / was at Oseneye 

With a compaignye / hym to disporte and pleye 

And axed vp on cas a Cloistrer 

fful priuely / after lohn the Carpenter 

And he di'ough hym a parf out of the chirohe 

And seyde I noof I saugh hym heere nat wirche 

Syn Saterday / I trow that he be went" 

ffor tymber / ther our Abbot hath hym senf 

ffor he is wont" for tymber for to go 

And dwdlen at the grange / a day or two 

Or eUes / he is at his hous certeyn 

Where that he be / I kan nat soothly seyii 

IT This Absolon / ful loly was and light 

And thoghte / now is tyme wake al nyght 

ifor sikirly I saugh him nat stirynge 

Aboute his dore / syn day bigan to sprynge 

IT So moot I thryne / I shal at cokkes crowe 

fful pryuely / knokke at his wyndowe 

That stant ful lowe / vp on his boures wal 

To Alison / now wol I tellen al 

My loue longynge / for yet I shal nat mysse 

That at the leste wey / I shal hire kisse 

Som maner conforf shal I haue parfay 

My mouth hath icched al this longe day 

That IS a signe of kissyng" atte leste 

Al nyghf me mette eek / I was at a feeste 

Therfore I wol goon slepe / an hours or tweye 

And al the nyghf thanne wol I wake and pleye 
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Ther as the Carpenter / is wont to lye 

Ther was the reuel / and the melodye 

And thus lyth Alison) / and Mcholas 

In busynesse of myrthe / and m solas 

TU that the belle of laudees / gan to rynge 

And freres in the chauncel / gonne synge 

IT This paiissB clerk* this amorous Absolon) 

That IS for loue / alwey so wo bigon 

Vp on the monday / was at Osneye 

With compaignye / hym to disporte and pleye 

And axed vp on caas / a Cloistrer 

fful pryuely / after loKfl the Carpenter 

And he drogh hym a parf out of the oherche 

And seyde I noof I saugh hym here noght werche 

Sith Saterday / I trowe fat he be went 

ffor tymber / ther oure Abbot hath hym senf 

ffor he is wonf for tymber for to go 

And dwellen atte graunge / a day or two 

Or ellis / he is at his hous certeyn 

Where fat he be / I kan noght soothly seyn 

IT This Absolon / ful lolyf was and lyghf 

And thoghte / now is tyme to wake al nyghf 

ffor sikerly / I saugh hym noght stirynge 

Aboute his dore / syn day bigan to sprynge 

So mote I thryue / I shal at Cokkes crowe 

fful pnuely / knokken at hys ivyndowe 

That stant ful lowe / vp on his boures wal 

To Alison / now wol I tellen al 

My loue longyng* for yit I shal nat mysse 

That at the leeste wey / I shal hir kisse 

Som manere conforf / shal I haue parfay 

My mouth hath icched / al this longe day 

That IS a signe of kissyng" af the leeste 

Al nyght me mette eek / I was at a feeste 

Ther-fore I wol go slepe / an houre or tweye 

And al the nyghf than wol I wake and pleye 
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There as the carpentyr is wone to lye 

There was the reuel & the melodye 

And fus lyth alysouw & Nycholas 

In besynesse of merthe & of solas 

Tyl fat the belle of laudis gan to rywge 

And frerys in the schauMsel guwne synge 

Thys parich clerk this Amerouse Absalon 

That IS for loue alwey so wo begon 

Vp on the moneday was at oseneye 

"With cumpanye hym to disporte & pleye 

And axede vp on cas a cloysterer 

fful pnuyly aftyr Ion the carpenter 

And he drow hym a part out of the cherche 

And seyde I saw here not werche 

Syn satyrday I trowe that he be went 

ffor tymbyr fere oure abbot hath hym sent 

ffor he IS wont for tymbyr for to go 

And dwellyw at the grauwge a day or too 

Or ett he is at hese hous serteyn 

Where that he be I can not sothly seyn 

This absalon ful loly was & lyght 

And thoughte now is tyme to wakyw al nygh 

ffor sekyrly I say hym not sterywge 

A-boutyn hese dore tyl day be-gan to sprywge 

So mot I the I schal at cokkys crowe 

ffal p?'myly knocke at hese wyndowe 

That stant ful lowe vndyr hese bourys wal 

To alysouTO now wele I tellyn al 

Myn loue longywge for ^it I schal not mysse 

That at the leste weye I schal here kysse 

Sum maner confort schal I haue parfay 

Myn mouth hath 3echid al f is longe day 

That is a sygne of kyssynge at the leste 

M. nyght me mette I was at a feste 

Therfore I wele go slepe an oure or tweye 

And al the nyght f a»ne wele I wake & pleye 
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Ther as fe carpunter is ■wonfr to lye 

Ther was fe reuel and fe melodye/ 

And )>us litk alison and Moholas 

In busynesse of" merjje and of* solas 

Til fat Jje belle of" laudes gan to rynge 

And the freres in Jie chawncett gonne synge/ 

This parische clerki Jiis amorous absolon 

That! IS for loue alwey so wo bigon 

vpon fe monday was af Osenay 

"With compaignie Mm to desporfr and play 

And axed vpon caas a cloisterer 

fful prinily after loSfl pe Carpunter 

And he drougb. bun a parf out* of fe cbirche 

And seyde I nof I saugB him heere nought" werche 

Sijjjje Saturday I trowe faf he be wenf 

ffor tymber fere oure abbof haf him senf 

ffor he IS wont" for tymber for to go 

And dwelle atte grauuge a day or tuo 

Or elles he is af his hous certeyn 

Wher fat" he be I can nought" sofly sein 

This absolon) ful ioly was and light" 

And foughte now is tyme to wake al nyghf 

ffor sikerly I saugh him nought" styryng" 

Aboute his dore syn day bigan to spring" 

So mote I Jiriue I schal at" cokkes crowe 

fful priuily knokken as his wyndowe 

That" stant" ful lowe vpon his boures walle 

To alison now wol I tellen alle 

My loue longyng" for jit" I schal nof misse 

That" atte laste wey I schal hir kisse 

Som maner comfort" schal I haue par fay 

My mouf haf icohed al Jus longe day 

That" is a signe of" kissyng" atte leste 

Al night" me mette eek" I was at" a feeste 

Therfore I wol go sleepe an our or tweye 

And al fe night" fan wol I wol I wake and pleye 
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Jjer as f e Carpenter* is wonte to lye 
per was f e reuel and f e melodye 
And f us lith alison and Mcholas 
In busynes of myrtfi and of solas 
Til f af f e belle of laudes gan to rynge 
And freres m f e chaunsel gan to singe 
IT This ParissB clerk f is amorous absolon 
]3af IS for loue alway so woo bygon 
Vpon f e Monday was af Oseney 
Wif Company him to disporf and pley 
And axed vpon a caas a Cloystrere 
fful prively after lohn f e Carpenters 
And he drowe hym aparf ouf of f e chirch 
And seide I note I seghe hym here not wircK 
Sif saterday I trowe fat he be wenf 
ffor tymbre f er oure abbof haf hym senf 
ffor he IS wonte for tymbre forto goo 
And dwellen af f e graunge a day or twoo 
Or elhs he is af his hous certeyn 
Wher f af he be I can nof sof ly seyn) 
This absolon ful Ioly was and lijf 
And f oughf now is tyme to wake al nyghf 
ffor sikerly I segh hym nof stirenge 
■Abouten his door sif day bygan to spnnge 
So mote I thrive I shal atte Cockes crowe 
fful priuely knokken af his wyndowe 
}5af stanf ful lowe vpon his bowres walle 
To Alison now wil I teUen alle 
My loue longyng" for f af I shal nof mysse 
f af af f e leeste wey I shal hir" kisse 
Som manere comforf shal I haue pa?-fay 
My mouf e haf icched al f is longe day 
f af is a signe of kissing" atte leest 
Al nyghf me mef eek I was af a fesf 
f er-for I wil goo solepe an hour or twey 
And al f e nyghf fan wil I wake and pley 
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Ther as f e Carpentier is wonte to lye 

There was f e reuel and f e melodie 

And f us life Alison and Mcholas 

In besmes or merf e and of solas 

Til fat f 6 bett of lawdes be-ganne to rmge 

And freres m f e chaunceft gonne singe 

f This Parissche clerke f is amorous absolon 

fat IS for loue alwei so wo begone 

vpon f e Monondaie was att Osneye 

Wif company hun to desporte and pleye 

And axed vpon caas a cloistrere 

fful pnuely after lohn f e Carpentiere 

And he droughe him a-parte out of f e cherche 

And seide .1. note .1. seihe him here nouht wirche 

Sef Saturdaie .1. troue fa he be wente 

ffor timbre fere oure Abbote haf him sent 

ffor he is wonte for timebre for to go 

And dweUen att f e grange a dale or tuo 

Or elles he is at his hous certeine 

Wher fat he be .1. kann noujt sothely seine 

This Absolon ful Ioly was and Kht 

And f ouht . JSTow is time to wake al nyht 

Por sekurly .1. sawhe him nouhte steringe 

Abouten his dore sen dai be-gan to spnnge 

So mote .1. Thi-iue .1. schal att fe Cokkes crowe 

fful pnuely knokken att his wyndowe 

That stant ful lowe vpon his bowres watt 

To Alison Fowe witt .1. teUen att 

My loue longeinge for jit .1. schatt nouht mys 

That att f e leste waye .1. schal hire kis 

IT Som manere comforf e schal .1. haue parfaie 

My mouf e haf e yched att f is longe daie 

That [is] a signe of kissmge att f e leste 

Att nyght me mete eke fat .1. was att a feste 

There-fore I. wil go slepe an houre or tueye 

And att the nyht fan witt .1. wake and pleye 
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11/ han that the firste cok" hath crowe anon 
' ' Vp nst* this loly louere Absolon 
And hym arraieth / gay at poynt deuys 
But firsf he cheweth greyn of lycorys 
To smellen sweete / er he hadde kembd his heer 
Vnder his tonge / a trewe loue he beer 
ffor ther-by / wende he to ben gracious 
He rometh / to the Carpenteres hous 
And stille he stanf vnder the shot wyndowe 
Vn to his brist it raughte / it was so lowe 
And softe he knokketh / with a semy soun 
What do ye hony comb / sweete Alisoun 
My faire bryd / my sweete cynamome 
Awaketh lemman myn / and speketh to me 
Wei litel thynken ye / vp on my wo 
That for youre loue / I swete ther I go 
No wonder is / thogh that I swelte and swete 
I moorne / as dooth a lamb after the tete 
Ywis lemman / I haue swich loue longynge 
That lik a turtel trewe / is my moornynge 
I may nat ete / na moore than a mayde 
T Go fro the wyndow / lakke fool she sayde 
As help me god / it wol nat be com pa me 
I loue another / and elles I were to blame 
Wei bet than thee / by Ihesu Absolon 
Go forth thy wey / or I wol caste a ston 
And lat me slepe / a twenty deuel wey 
IT AUas quod Absolon / and weylawey 
That trewe loue / was euere so yuel biset 
Thanne kys me / syn it may be no bet 
ffor Ihesus loue / and for the loue of me 
IT Wiltow thanne / go thy wey quod she f 
IT Ye certes lemman / quod this Absolon 
51 Thanne make thee redy quod she I come anon 
And vn to Nicholas / she seyde stiUe 
ISTow husf and thou shalt laughen al thy fille 
IT This Absolon / doun sette hym on his knees 
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IT Whan fat the firste cok" hath crowe anon [leaf d 

Vp rist / this loly louere Absolon 

And hym arrayeth gay / at point deuys 

But first / he cheweth grayn. and Hkorys 

To smellen swete / er he hadde kembd his beer 

Vnder his tonge / a trewe loue he beer 

ffor ther by / wende he to be gracious 

He rometh / to the Carpenters hous 

And stille he stanf vnder the shot wyndowe 

Vn to his brest* it raughte / it was so lowe 

And ofte he cogheth / with a semy sown 

What do ye hony comb / swete Alisoun 

My faire bryd / my swete cynamone 

Awaketh lemman myn / and speketh to me 

Wei litel thynken ye / vp on my wo 

That for youre loue / I swete ther I go 

E"o wonder is / thogh ]>at I swelte and swete 

I moorne / as dooth a lamb / after the tete 

Ywis lemman / I haue swich loue longyng* 

That lyk a turtle trewe / is my moornyng' 

I may nat ete / namoore than a mayde 

IT Go fro the wyndow / lakke fool she sayde 

As help me god / it wol nat be com pa me 

I loue another / and ellis I were to blame 

Wei bet than thee / by Ihesu Absolon 

Go forth thy wey / or I wol caste a stoon 

And lat me slepe / a twenty deuele wey 

H Alias quod Absolon / and weUawey 

That trewe loue / was euere so yuel bisef 

Thanne kys me / syn Jjat it may be no bef 

ffor Ihesus loue / and for the loue of me 

f Woltow thanne / go thy wey ther-with quod she 

f Ye certes lemman / quod this Absolon 

IT Thanne make thee redy quod she / I come anon 

[ , • 

no gap in the MS.^ 

IT This Absolon / doun sette hym on his knees 

HENGWUT 106 



3, back] 

3688 



3692 



3696 



3700 



3704 



3708 



3712 



3716 



3720 



Whan that the ferste Cok hath crowe a-non 

Vp rist this loly louere this absalon 3688 

And h.jm arayef gay at poyn deuyse 

But fyrst he schewith greyn & licorys 

To smelle sote er he hadde kemb his her 

Vndyr hese tunge a trewe loue he ber 3692 

ffor therby wende he to be gracious 

He romyth to the carpenterys hous 

And stille he stant vndyr the schot wywdowe 

Vn to hese brest it raught it was so lowe 3696 

And softe he coude witJi a semy soun 

What do 3e hony komb je swete alysoun 

Myn fayre bryd my» swete synamome 

Awakyth leman myw & spekyth to me 

Wol lytil thynkyn 30 vp on myn wo 

That for ^oMre loue I swete fere I go 

Ko wondyr 1st fow I swalte & swete 

I morne as doth a lamb aftyr y tete 

I-wis leman I haue so meohe loue longyng 

That lik a turtele I trowe is myn mornyng 

I may not ete no more fan a mayde 

Go from the wyndowe lakke fol sche sayde 

As helpe me god it wele not be cumpame 

I loue a-nothir & eft I were to blame 

Wei bet fan f ' be Ihesu Absalon 

Go forth f yn way or I wele caste a ston 

And let me slepe a twenty dele wey 

Alias quod absalon & welleawey 

That trewe loue was euere so euele be-set 

Thaw kys me syn it may be no bet 

ffor Ihesus ' loue & for the loue of me 

Wilt f ou fawne go thym wey therewith qtiod sche 

Ja certis lemman quod f is absalon peaf iss.baok] 

Thamne mak f^ redi quod sche I come anon 3720 

[ 

. . . . . . . no gap in the MS.] 

This Absalon sette hyw doun on hese kneis 
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WLaa Jjafr Jie ferste cot haj) crowe anon / 

vp risf jjis loly louer absolon) 3688 

And. liim arrayef gay and poynt/ deuyse 

Buf fersf lie chewej) grayn and likorise 

To smeHen swoote or lie hadde kempf his here 

vnder his tonge a trewe loue he beere/ 3692 

ffor J)er-by wende he to he gracious 

he rowmeth to fe carpenteres hous 

And stille he stanf vnder jie schot wyndowe 

vnto his bresf it" raught* if was so lowe/ 3696 

And softe he coughed wiji a semy soun 

Whaf do 36 hony combe swete aHsoun) 

My faire bnd my sweete synamome/ 

A-waketh le?»man myn and spekejj to me 3700 

"Wep] litel Jienken je vpon my woo 

Thaf for joure loue I swete as I go 

!N"o wonder is fough Jiaf I swelte and swete 

I morne as dof ]je lambe after pe teete 3704 

I-wys lemman I haue such loue longyng" 

Thaf lit a turtel trewe is my moornyug' 

I may nof ete namore fan a mayde/ 

Go fro fe wjmdow lakke fool sche sayde Deaf 52, back] 

As help me god if wil nof be com pame/ 

I loue ano]>er and elles I were to blame/ 

Wei bette Jian ])e by Ihesu absolon 

Go for]) pi wey or I wil caste a stoon 3712 

And lete me slepe a twenty deuel way 

AUas quod absolon and weyloway 

Thaf trewe loue was euer so yuel besette/ 

Than kisse me syn it may be no bette/ 3716 

ffor ihesus loue and for fe loue of me 

Wolf Jiou pan go pi way per-with quod sche 

Te certes lemman qiwd pis absolon 

Than make Je redy quod sche I come anon) 3720 

[ 



mo gap in the MS-I 

This absolon doun sette him on his knees 
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Whan paf pe firste cok hap crowe anon 

Vp sterf pis loly louer absolon 3688 

And hym araied gay and poynf devise 

Buf firsf he shewep greyn and liconse 

To smellen swote er he had kempf his here 

Vndere his tunge a trewe loue he bare 3692 

ffor perby wende he to be gracious 

He roomep to the Carpenters hous 

And stille he stanf vndere pe shof wyndowe 

Vnto his bresf if raughf if was so lowe 3696 

And soff he koughep wip a semy soune 

Whaf do 36 hony combe swete olisown 

My faire bnd my swete Synamome [leaf 52] 

A-waikep lemman myne arid spekep to me 3700 

fful litel penken 30 vjion my woo 

paf for 30ure loue I swete as I goo 

'So wonder is pou^e thaf I swelf or swete 

I mourne as dop pe lombe after pe tete 3704 

I-wis leuman I haue such loue-longyng" 

Jjaf like a tiu'tel trewe is my mowrnynge 

I may nof eten no more pan a maide 

Go fro pe wyndowe lak fool she seide 3708 

So god me spede if wil nof be eompame 

I loue anoper and ellis I were to blame 

Wei bef pan pe by Ihesu absolon 

Go forp pi waie or I wil easf a ston 3712 

And laf me slepe a twenty deuelway 

Alas quod absolon and weyloway 

Thaf trewe loue was euere so euel bysette 

Than kisse me sip if may be no bette 3716 

ffor Jhssus"^ loue and for pe loue of me [' ms iho] 

Wilf pou pan go pi waie per-with quod she 

Je Certes lemman quod pis absolon 

pan make pe redy quod she I come anon 3720 

[ _ 

. . . no gap in the MS-I 

This absolon doune sette hym on his knees 
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Whan pat pe first cokko hath crowe anone 

Vp risep pis loly louer Absolon 3688 

And him arrrayep gaye and pointe deuise 

Bot first he chewej; greme and liconse 

To smeUen swote or he had kemped his here 

Vnder his tonge a trewe loue he here 3692 

ffor perby wende he to be gracious 

He romepe to pe carpenteres house 

And stilt he stant vnder pe schotte wyndowe 

Vnto his breste it rauht . it was so lowe 3696 

An soft he couched wij> a seme sowne 

Watt do 36 hony combe swete Alisone 

Mi faire birde mi swete Siuamome 

And wakep lemman myne and spekep wipe me 3700 

Wei litel pinken 30 vpon my woo 

That for 30ure loue .1. swete ar .1. go 

Ko wonder is pouhe pat .1. swelt and swete 

.1 morne as dope lome after pe tete 3704 

.T.-wis lemman .1. haue suohe loue longeinge 

That Uke a turtul trewe . is my Mornemge 

.1. maye note eten no more pian a maide 

Go fro pe window lak fole sche seide 3708 

% As helpe me god .1. will nouht be eompame [leaf «] 

.1. loue a-noper ande elles .1. war to blame 

Wele bette pan pe be ihe«u Absolone 

Go for pi waie or .1. wU cast a stone 3712 

And lat me slepe a twenti deuel weie 

Alas quod Absolon and walawaie 

That trewe loue was euer so yuel be-sette 

Than kisse me sen it male be no bette 3716 

ffor ihesu^ loue . and for pe loue of me p ms ihSc] 

Wilt pou pan go pi weie pere-wip quod sche 

36 certes lemman q^od pis Absolon 

Than make pe redy quod sche .1. come anone 3720 

[ 
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This Absolon downe sett him on his knes 
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And seyde / I am lord at alle degrees 3724 

ffor after tliis / I hope tlier cometh moore 
Lemman thy grace / and sweete bryd thyn core 
IT The wyndow / she yndoth / and that m haste 
Haue do quod she / com of and speed the faste 3728 

Lest that oure ITeighehores / thee espie 
IT This Ahsolon / gan wype his mouth fu] drie 
Dirk was the nyght* as pich / or as the cole 
And at the wyndow / out she pitte hu' hole 3732 

And Ahsolon / hym fil no het ne wers 
But yfith his mouth / he kiste hir naked ers 
iful sauonrly / er he was war of this 

^ Ahak he stirte / and thoughte it was amys 3736 

ffor wel he wiste / a womman hath no herd 
He felto a thyng al rough / and long yherd 
And seyde / fy alias what haue I do 

IT Tehee quod she / and clapte the wyndow to 3740 

And Ahsolon / gooth forth a sory pas 
% A herd a herd / quod hende Nicholas 
By goddes corpus / this goth faire and weel 
^ This sely Ahsolon / herde euery deel 3744 

And on his lippe / he gan for Anger hyte 
And to hym self / he seyde 1 shal thee quyte 
IT Who rubbeth now / who froteth now his lippes 
With dusf with sond / -wiih stvaw/mth clooth / with chippes 
But Ahsolon / that seith ful ofte alias 3749 

My soule / bitake I vn to Sathanas 

But me were leuere / than al this toun quod he [leaf «, back] 
Of this despif awroken for to be 3752 

Alias quod he / alias I ne hadde ybleynt 
His hoote lone / was coold and al yquejraf 
ifor fro that tyme / that he hadde kiste hir ers 
Of paramours / he sette nat a kers 3756 

ffor he was / heeled of his maladie 
fful ofte / paramours he gan deffie 
And weepe / as dooth a child that is ybete 
A softe paas / he wente ouer the strete 3760 
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And seyde / I am a lord / at alle degrees 3724 

ffor after this / I hope ther cometh moore 

Lemman thy grace / and swete bryd thyn oore 

^ The wyndow she vndooth / and that m haste 

Haue do quod she / com of and speed thee faste 3728 

Lest fat oure neghebores / thee espye [le-if «] 

IT This Absolon / gan wipe his mouth ful drye 

Derk was the nyghf as pyeh / or as the cole 

And at the wyndow / out she putte hir hole 3732 

And Absolon / hym fil no bet ne wers 

But with his mouth / he kiste hir naked ers & Nofa malum qnid 

fful sauourly / er he were war of this 

Abak he sterte / and thoghte it was amys 3736 

ffor wel he wiste / a womman hath no herd 

He felte a thyng al rogh / and longe y-herd 

And seyde fy alias / what haue I do 

IT Te hee quod she / and clapte the wyndow to 3740 

And Absolon / gooth forth a sory paas 

^ A herd / a herd / quod hende Mcholas 

By goddes corpus / this gooth faire and wel 

IT This sely Absolon / herde euery del 3744 

And on his lippe / he gan for anger byte 

And to hym self / he seyde I shal thee quyte 

IT Who rubbeth now / who froteth now his lippes 

With dusf with sond / with straw / vrith clooth/ wrt/i chippes 

But Absolon / pat seith ful ofte alias 

My soule / bitake vn to Sathanas 

But me were leuere / than al this town quod he 

Of this despif awreken for to be 3752 

AUas quod he / alias I ne hadde ybleynf 

His bote lone was coold / and al yqueynt 

ffor fro that tyme / fat he hadde kist hir ers 

Of pa?'amours / he sette noght a kers 3756 

ffor he was heelyd / of his maladye 

fful ofte paramours / he gan defye 

And weep / as dooth a child fat is ybete 

A softe paas / he went ouer the strete 3760 
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And seyde I am a lord at alle degreis 

ffor aftyr this I hope fere comyth more 

leman thym grace & swete bryd f yn ore 

The wyndowe sche ondoth & that m haste 

Haue don quod sche come of & sped f ° faste 

Lest that thyn neyhebowns f ' aspye 

This absalon gan wype his mouth ful drye 

Derk was the nyght as pouche or as the cole 

And out at the wywdowe sche putte here ars hole 

And absalon fel neyf er bet nof er wers 

But viith hese mouth he kyste here nakede ars 

fful sauowrly er he were war of this 

A bakke he styrte & thouthe it was a mys 

ffor wel he wiste a woman hadde no herd 

He felte a thyng al row & long I-heryd 

And seyde fy alias what haue I do 

Te he quod sche & claptte here wyndowe to 

And absalon goth forth a sory pas 

A herd a herd quod hynde Nicholas 

Bi goddis corpws this goth fayre & wel 

This sely absalon herde euerydel 

And on his Uppe he gan for angyr bite 

And to hym self he seyde I schal f « quyte 

Who rubbyth now ho frotyth now hese Hppis 

With dust with sond with straw with cloth with schippis 

But absolon fat seyth ful ofte alias 

Myn soule be-take I onto saternas 

But me were betere fan al this toun quod he 

Of f IS dispyt a-wrokyn for to be 

Alias quod he alias why ne hadde I bleynt 

Hese bote lone was cold & al Lqueynt 

ffor from that tyme that he hadde kyst his ers 

Of paramour he sette not a kres 

ffor he was heled of hese maladye 

fiiil ofte paramonns he gan defye 

And wepte as doth a chyld fat is I-bete 

A softe pas he wente ouer the strete 
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And saide I am a lord af aHe degrees 3724 

ffor after Jiis I liope fer come]) more 

lemman Jii grace and sweete Lrid fin ore 

The -wyndow sche Tadof and Jiaf in hast/ 

liaue do quod sclie com of" and speed Jie faste 

lesf Jjaf our neigliebore Jie espie 

Tins absolon gan wipe his mouji ful drye 

Derk* -was fe nighf as piche or as fe cole 

And af the "wyndow ouf sche putte hire hole 

And ahsolon him fil no hef ne "wers 

Buf wij) his mou]) he kiste hire naked ers/ 

fful sauorly er he were war of ])is/ 

A hat he sterf and foughf it was amys/ 

ffor wel he wiste a womman haj) no herd 

he felf a fmgi al rough and longe y-hered 

And sayde fy alias whaf haue I do 

Tehe quod sche and clapf Jje wyndow to 

And absolon go]) for]) a sory pas 

A herde a herd seide heende Nicholas 

By goddes corpus fis goth faire and wel 

This sely ahsolon herde if euery del 

And on his lippe he gan for anger hyte 

And to himself' he seyde I schal fe quyte 

Who rubhef now who frote}) now his lippes 

"With dusf with soiid wif straw with clof wi}) chippes 

Buf absolon faf seith ful ofte alias/ 

My soide bitake I to Satemas/ 

Buf me were leuere fan al J)is toun quod he/ 

Ofi fis despite awroken for to be 

AUas quo]) he alias I ne hadde y-bleynf 

his hote loue is cold and al yqueynf 

ffor fro J)af tyme faf he hadde kesf hire ers 

Of* paramours he sette nof a kers/ 

ffor he was heled ofi his maladie/ 

fful ofte paramoures he gan diffie 

And weepe as do J) a child faf is y-bete/ 

A softe paas he wente ouer fe strete/ 
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And seid I am a lord af alle degrees 3724 

ffor aftere ])is I hope fer commeth more 

Lemman Jii grace and swete brid fine ore 

The wyndowe she vndof and f af m haste 

Haue doo quod she come of and spede f e faste 3728 

Lesf f af our neigheboures f e espie 

f is absolon gan wipe his mouf ful drie 

Derk was f e nyghf as picch or as f e cole 

And af fe wyndowe ouf she putf her hole 3732 

And absolon him feUe no bette ne wers 

Buf wif his mouf e he kissed her naked ers 

fful sauourly er he was ware of f is 

Abak he sterte and foughf if was amys 3736 

ffor wel he wisf a womman haf no berde [leaf 52, back] 

He felf a f mg* al roughe and longe yherede 

And seide fye alas whaf haue I doo 

Ti he quod she and clapf fe wyndowe to/ 3740 

And absolon gof forf a forf er paas 
A beerd a beerd' seide hende Mcholaas 

By goddes corpus f is gof faire and wett 

This sely absolon herde if euery dett 3744 

And on his lippe he gan for anger bite 

And to him seK he seide I shal f e quyte 

Who rubbeth nowe who freteth nowe his lippes 

Wif dusf wif sonde wif strawe wif clof with chippes/ 

Buf absolon thaf seif ful off aUas 3749 

My soule bitake I to Sathanas 

Buf me were leuere fan al f is toune qwod he 

Of fis despite a-wroken forto be 3752 

Alias quod he alias I ne had ybleynf 

His hote love is cold and al yqueynf 

ffor fro f af tyme f af he had kisf her ers 

Of paramours he sette nof a kers 3756 

ffor he was heled of his malady 

fful off paramours he gan defie 

And wepef as dof a ohil(J f af is ybete 

A softe paas he wenf ouer fe strete 3760 
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And seide .L am a lorde att all degres 3724 

And after fis .L hope fere comef more 

Lemman f 1 grace and swete birde fine ore 

The wyndow scho vndof e and fat m haste 

Haue do quod sche come of and spede fe faste 3728 

Leste fat owre neybores f e Asspie 

This Absolone gan wipe his mouf e ful drie 

Derke was f e nyhte as pyohe or as f e oole 

And att fe wyndowe owte sche put hire hole 3732 

And Absolo[n] him fel no bette ne wers 

Bott wif his mouf e he kissed hir naked ers 

fful sauorly or he was warre of fis 

A-bakke he sterte and f ouht it was a-mys 3736 

ffor wele he wiste a womman haf e no berde 

He felte a f mge al roughe and longe yherede 

And seide fle Alas what haue .L doo 

Tehe quod sche and clapped f e window to 3740 

And Absolon gof e forf e a sory paas 

A berde a berde seide hende ISTicholas 

Be goddes corps fis gof e faire and wele 

This sely Absolon herde it euery dele 3744 

And on his lippe he gan for angur bite 

And to him selfe he seide .L seal f e qwite 

Who rubbeth nowe who frotef nowe his lippes 

Wif duste wif sonde, wif strawe wif clof e wife chippes 

Bot Absolon fat seif e ful ofte Alas 

My soule he-take .L to sathenas 

Bot me were leuere fan al fis toune quod he 

Of fis dispite awroken for to he 3752 

Alas quod he alas .L ne hadde yblente [leaf le, back] 

His hote loue is colde and al yquente 

ffor fro fat time fat he had kissed here ers 

Of paramours he sett nouht a cres 3756 

ffor he was helede of his maladye 

ffiitt oft paramours he gan defie 

And weppe as dof e a childe fat is ybete 

A soft pas he went ouere fe strete 3760 
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Yn til a smyth. / men cleped daun Gerueys 

That m his forge / smythed plougB hameys 

He sharpeth shaar / and kultour bisily 

This Absolon / knokketh al esily 

And seyde / vndo Gemeys / and that anon 

IT What "who artow ^ 1 am heere Absolon 

What Absolon / for Cristes swete tree 

Why rise ye so rathe / ey benedicitee 

What eyleth yow / som gay gerl god it woof 

Hath broght yow thus / vp on the viritoof 

By seinte note / ye woot wel what I mene 

^ This Absolon / ne roghte nat a bene 

Of al his pley / no -word agayn he yaf 

He hadde / moore tow / on his distaf 

Than Gerueys knew / and seyde freend so deere 

That hoote kultour / in the chymenee heere 

As lene it me / I haue ther-with to doone 

And I wol / brynge it thee / agayn ful soone 

V Gerueys answerde / certes were it gold 
Or m a poke / nobles aUe vntold' 

Thou sholdest have / as I am trewe smyth 
Ey cnstes foo / what wol ye do ther-with * 

V Ther of quod Absolon / be as be may 
I shal wel telle it thee / to morwe day 

And caughte the kultour / by the eolde stele 

fful softe / out at the dore he gan to stele 

And wente / vn to the Carpenteris wal 

He cogheth first / and knokketh ther with al 

Vp on the wyndowe / right as he dide er 

f Tins Alison answerde / Who is ther ? 

That knokketh so / I warante it a theef 

IT Why nay quod he / god woot my sweete leef 

I am thyn Absolon / my deerelyng* 

Of gold quod he / I haue thee broght a ryng' 

My mooder yaf it me / so god me saue 

fful fyn it is / and ther-to wel ygraue 
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Vn til a smyth / men clepen daun Gerueys 

That m his forge / smythed plogh hameys 

He sharpeth shaar / and cultour bisily 

This Absolon / knokketh al esily 

And seyde / Tudo Gerueys and that anoon 

IT What who artowS/ it am I Absolon 

What Absolon / what Cristes swete tree 

Wliy rise ye so rathe / ey benedicitee 

What eyleth yow / som gay gerl / god it woof 

Hath broght yow thus / vp on the viritoof 

By Seinte note / ye woot wel what I mene 

IT This Absolon / ne roghte nat a bene 

Of al his pley / no word agayn he jai' 

He hadde moore tow / on his dystaf" 

Than Gerueys knew / and seyde freend so deere 

That hoote cultour / in the chymenee heere 

As lene it me / I haue ther-with to doone 

I wol brynge it thee / agayn ful soone 

IT Gerueys answerde / certes were it gold 
Or in a poke / nobles al vntold 
Thow sholdest haue / as I am trewe Smyth 
Ey Cristes foo / what wol ye do ther-with 

II Ther-of quod Absolon / be as be may 
I shal wel telle it thee / another day 

And caughte the cultour / by the colde stele 
fful softe / out at the dore he gan to stele 
And wente / vn to the Carpenters wal 
He cogheth firsf and knokketh ther with al 
Yp on the wyndow / nght as he dide er 
IT This Alison answerde / Who is ther^ 
That knokketh so / I warante it a theef 
f Wy nay quod he god woof my swete lief 
I am thyn Absolon / my derelyngf 
Of gold quod he / I haue thee broght a ryng" 
My moder yaf it me / so god me saue 
fful fyn it is / and ther-to wel ygraue 
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3772 



3776 



3780 
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3788 
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Yn tyl a smyth men clepedyw daure leruys 

That in hese forge he smethede plow barneys 

He soharpith schar & cultyr besyly 

This absalon knokyth al besyly 

And seyde ondo Geruays & fat a-non 

What ho art ))ou it am I Absalon 

What Absalon what crystis swete tre 

Whi ryse je so rathe ey benedicyte 

What eylyth 30W sum gay gerl god it wot 

Hath broujt 30W fus vp on the merytot 

This Absolon ne roughte not a bene 

Be seynte note 36 wete wel what I mene 

Of al this pley no word he ne spak 

He hadde more tow on hese rak 

Whan geruays knew & seyde fren so dere 

That bote cultyr iu the chemene here 

As lene it me I haue Jierwith to done 

I wele bryngyn it ];* a-geyn ful sone 

Gerueys answerede sertis were it gold 

Or in a poke nobellys al ontold 

Thu schuldyst haue as I am trewe smyth 

Ey cristis foo what wele je do jjerwith 

Ther-of quod Alsalon be as be may 

I schal wel telle it J)^ to morwe day 

And caughte ])^ cultyr by the colde stele 

fful softe out at f " dore hym gan stele 

And wente vnto ]>* carpenterys wal 

He knokyth fyrst & kallyth^ ferwithal 

Yp on y wyndowe rygh as he dede er 

This alysouM answerde ho is ther 

That knokyst so I warent the a thef 

Why nay quod be god wot myn swete lef 

I am thyn absalon myn derelyng 

Of gold quod he I haue ])^ brought a ryng 

Mjn modyr jaf it me so god me saue 

fful fyn it is & perto wel I-graue 
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108 GEO UP A. § 4. miller's tale. Corpus MS. 



108 GROUP A. § 4. miller's tale. Petworth MS. 



108 GROUP A. § 4. miller's tale. lansdowne MS. 



vntil a Smyth, men clepen daun Gemays 

Thafr m Ms forge smythie]; plougli hamays 

lie scharpe)) scharre and Culter "bisyly. 

This absolon knokkejj al Esely 

And sayde vnto Geruays and fat anon) 

What" who arf fou if am I absolon) 

"WTiaf absolon for oristes swete tree 

Wliy ryse so rajje benedioite 

Whaf eylejj 30U som gay gerl god it woot 

haf brought" 3011 fus vpon Jje viritoot 

By semte note 30 wot' wel -what I me[ne] 

This absolon ne roughte naf a bene 

Of" ait his pley no word a-gayn he gaf" 

he hadde more tow on his distaf 

Than Geruays knew and sayde frend so deere 

The hoote Culter m jie Ghemenye heere 

As lene it me I haue fer-wif to done/ 

I wol bringe if agayn ful soone 

Geruais answerde ceites were if gold 

Or in a poke nobles aft vntold 

Thou scboldesf haue as I am trewe smith 

Ey cristes foo whaf wol 30 don fer-with 

Ther-ofi quod absolon be as be may 

I schal wel telle it fe to morwe day 

And caughte fe culter by fe colde stele 

fful softe ouf aji Jie dore he gan to stele 

And wenf vnto fe Garpenteres wal 

he koughede fersf and knokkede fer wij) al 

vpon Jj6 wyndow righf as lie dede ere/ 

This alison answerde who is Jere 

Thaf knokkef as I waranf if a peef' 

Why nay quod he god woof my sweete leefi 

I am fm absolon pi dereHngf 

Of* gold quod he I haue pe broughf a ryag< 

My moder yaf if me so god me saue/ 

fful tyn if is and per-to wel y-graue 
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Vnto a smytB. men clepen dann Gervase 

Thaf in his forge smytep plowh harnase 

He sharpeth share and culter bisily 

This absolon knokkep al Esily 

And seide vnto Gervays and paf anon) 

Wbaf who arf pou if am I absolon 

Whaf Absolon . whaf cristes swete tre 

Why rise 30 so rathe .0 benedicite 

WTiaf eilep 30U som gay gerle god if wote 

Hap brou3f 30U pus [up]on pe Vyritote 

By seynf N'oef 3e whote wele whaf I mene 

Jjis Absolon ne roujte nof a bene ./ 

Of al pis pley no word a3em he gaf 

He had more towe on his dystaf 

J)an Gervais knewe and seide frende so dere 

J3e bote Cultere in pe Chymeney here 

As lene if me I haue perwip to don 

I wil bringe if a-geyn ful sone 

Gervais answerd eertes were if gold' 

Or in a poke nobles al vntold' 

Thou shuldest haue as I am trewe smytR. 

A cristes foo whaf wil 36 do perwith 

Therof quod absolon be as be may 

I shal teUen if pe to morowe day 

And caughf pe Cultef by pe colde stele 

fful soff ouf atte door he gan stele 

And wenf vnto pe Carpenters walle 

He koughed firsf and knokked per wip att 

Vppon pe wyndowe righf as he did eere 

J51S Alison answerde who is pere 

]5af knokkep so I waraimf it a peef 

We nay quod he god wote my swete leef 

I am pme absolon pine derlinge 

Of gol(5 quod he I haue pe brou3f a rynge 

My modere 3aue if me so god me saue 

fful fyn if is and perto wel ygraue 
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Vnto a smype Men clepen Daun geruays 

pat m his forge smypeiep ploube hernays 

He scharpep schare and culter bisihe 

This Absolon knokkep al eselye 

And seide vn to geruais and pat anone 

What who art pou . It am .1. Absolone 

What Absolone . What cristes swete tree 

Whi rise 3e so rape . ey benedicite 

Wbate eylep 30we some gaie gerle god it wote 

Hape broubt 3owe pus on pe veritote 

Be seint note 36 wote wele whatt .1. mene 

This Absolon ne rouht nouht a bene 

Of al his pleie no worde a3eine he 3affe 

He had more towe on his distaffe 

Than geruays knewe and seide frende so dere 

The bote Culter m pe ehymene here 

As lene it me .1. haue^per-wippe to done 

.1 wil bringe it ajein ful sone 

Gerueys ansewerde Certes were it golde 

Or in a poke nobles al vntolde 

Thowe scholdest haue as .1. am trewe smyppe 

Ey Cristes foo what will 3e do per-wippe 

There-of quod Absolon be as be maye 

I. schal wele telne it pe to morwe daie 

And caubte pe Culter be pe colde stele 

fful soft owte att pe dore he gan stele 

And wente vnto pe Caipentiers wal 

He koughed first and knokked per wip al 

vpon pe wyndowe riht as he dide ere 

This Alison ansewarde who his pere 

pat knokkep so .1. warant . it a pefe 

Whi naye quod he god wote my swete lefe 

.1. am pm Absolon pm derleinge 

Of golde quod he .1. haue pe browht a ringe 

Mi modere 3afe it me so god me saue 

Sal fyne it is and parte wel y-graue 
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This -wol I yeue thee / if thou me kisse 
IT This Ifieholas / was risen for to pisse 
And thoughte / he -wolde amenden al the lape 
He sholde kisse his [ers] er that he scape 
And vp the wyndowe / dide he hastily 
And out his ers / he putteth pryuely 
Oner the buttok / to the hauncbe bon 
And ther with / spak this clerk* this Absolon 
Spek sweete bryd / I noot nat where thou art* 
^ This Nicholas / anon leet fle a fart/ 
As greet" as it had been a thonder dent 
That with the stroot he was almoost yblent 
And he was redy / with his Iren hoof 
And Nicholas / amydde ers he smoof 
IT Of gooth the skyn / an hande brede aboute 
The hoote kultour / brende so his toute 
And for the smerf he wende for to dye 
As he were wood / for wo he gan to crye 
Help / water / water / help for goddes herte 
f This Carpenter / out of his slomber sterte 
And herde oon crien water / as he were wood 
And thoughte / Alias / now comth Nowelis flood 
He sit hym vp / with-outen wordes mo 
And with his Ax / he smoot the oorde atwo 
And doun gooth al / he foond neither to selle 
ISTe breed ne Ale / tU he cam to the CeUe 
Vp on the iloor / and ther aswowne he lay 
IT Vp stirte hire / Alison and Moholay 
And criden / ouf and harrow in the strete 
The neighebores / bothe smale and grete 
In ronnen / for to gauren on this man 
That yet aswowne he lay / bothe pale and wan 
ffor with the fal / he brosten hadde his Arm 
But stonde he moste / vn to his owene harm 
ffor whan he spak / he was anon bore doun 
With hende Mcholas / and Alisoun 
ellesmeee 109 
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This wol I yeuen thee / if thow me kisse 
f This Moholas / was risen for to pisse 
And thoghte / he wolde amenden al the lape 
He sholde kisse his ers / er fat he scape 
And vp the wyndow / dide he hastely 
And out his ers / he putteth pryuely 
Ouer the buttok / to the haunche bon 
IT And ther-with / spak" this clerk" this Absolon 
Spek swete herte / I noot noght wher thow arf 
This Mcholas / anoon leet fle a farf ■ 
As greet" as it hadde been a thonder dent" 
That with the strook" he was almoost yblenf 
And he was redy / with his Iren hoof 
And Nicholas / m the ers he smoof 
Of gooth the skyn / an handbrede aboute 
The hoote cultour / brende so his toute 
That for the smerf he wende for to dye 
As he were wood / for wo he gan to crye 
Help water / water / help for goddes herte 
IT This Carpenter / out of his slomber sterte 
And herde oon cryen water / as he were wood 
And thoghte alias / now cometh Nowelys flood 
He sette hym vp / witli-oute wordes mo 
And with his ax / he smoot the corde atwo 
And down gooth al / he foond neither to selle 
Ne breed ne ale / tU he cam to the Celle 
Vp on the floor / and there aswowne he lay 
IT Vp stu'te hire / Alison and Nicholay 
And cryden out and harrow / in the Strete 
The neghebores / bothe smale and grete 
In ronnen / for to gauren on this man 
That aswowne lay / bothe pale and wan 
ffor with the fal / he brosten hadde his arm 
But stonde he moste / vn to his owene harm 
ffor whan he spak / he was anon bore doun 
With hende Nicholas and Alisoim 
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This wele I jeuen ^ jif I ]>'' kysse 

This Nicholas was resyn for to pysse 

And thoute he wolde a-mendyn al j?^ lape 

He schulde kysse hese ars er fan he spake 

And vp the wyndowe dede he hastyly 

And out hese ars he puttyth pryuyly 

Ouer the buttok / to 'jp" hauwche bon 

And ferwith spak this absolon 

Spek swete brid I not where fou art 

This Nicholas a-non let flye a fart 

As gret as it hadde ben a thondyr dent 

And with ]p^ strok he was almost I-blent 

And he was redy witA hese yryn hot 

And Nicholas a mydde y ars he smot 

Off goth the skyn ^ / an hande brede aboute 

The bote cultyr / brende so hese toute 

And for the smert he wende for to deye 

As he were wod / for wo he gan to crye 

Help watyr watyr / help for godys herte 

This carpenter / out of hese slombir sterte 

And herde on cryen / watyr as he were wod 

And thoughte alias now comyth Newet flod 

He sit hy)» vp with/oute wordys mo 

And witJi hese ax / he smette the corde on to 

A douw he^ fel.^ he fond no^ thywg ^ to selle 

Neyfer bred ne ale / Ne no thyng elle 

Vp on the ffor / & fere aswourene he lay 

Vp stjTte here Alysoure & nycholay 

And cryedyn out / harrow in the strete 

The neygheborys bof'' smale & grete 

In roMne for to gauryn on fis man. 

That jit a swouwne he lay bof^ pale & wan. [Oamiridge stops un 

ffor with that fal he brusten hath his arme [Sioane msi685, 

leaf 43] 

Buf stonden he musf vnto his owne harme 

ffor whanne he spak he was anoon bore doun 

With hynde Nicholas and Alisoun 3832 
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GROUP A. § 4. millbe's tale. Corpus MS. 109 

Tlus -wol I yiuen Jie i£' jjou me kisse 

This Mcholas was risen for to pisse/ 

And Jjouglif he -wolde amenden al fe lape/ 

he schulde kisse his ers or j/B.-f he scape 3800 

And vp fe wyndow dide he hastily 

And out" his ers he putte priuUy 

Oner Tpe "buttot" to fe hannche hon 

And fer-wi]) spat Jjis clerfc fis absolon) 3804 

Spek" swete brid I nof wher fou arf 

This Nicholas anon leef flee a farf 

As gret* as if hadde ben a ponder dent 

Thaf wij) fe strook" he was almosf y-blenf 3808 

And he "was redy inp his Iren hoof 

And Nicholas in pe ers he smoof 

Of goj) ]je skyn an hande brood abonte/ 

The hoote culter brenned so his toute/ 3812 

And for pe sinerte he wende for to dye 

As he were wood for woo he gan to crye/ 

help water water help for goddes herte 

This Carpiinter ouf of his slomber sterte 3816 

And herde on cryen watir as he were wood 

And foughf alias now comef Noweles flood [leaf si] 

And sette him vppe wipoute wordes mo 

And wip an ax he smof J>e corde a tuo 3820 

And dou» goji al he fond neyper to selle/ 

No breed nor ale tn he com to pe selle/ 

vpon ])e floor and per a swowen he lay 

vp sterte hire alison and Mcholay 3824 

and cried ouf and harrow m pe strete 

The neighebowres hope smale and grete 

In romien for to gauren on pis man 

Thaf a swowen lay hope pale and wan 3828 

fibr with pat falle he brosten hap his arm 

Bnf stonde he moste vnto his oughne harm 

ffor whan he spak* he was anon bore doiax 

With heende Nicholas and alisown 3832 

COKPUS 109 



GEOUP A. § 4. miller's tale. Petworth MS. 109 

This wil I ^euen pe if powe me kisse 

pis Nicholas was risen forto pisse 

And poujf he wold! amenden al pe Tape 

He shulde kisse his ers er paf he scape 

And vp pe wyndowe did he hastely 

And ouf his ers he puttep pf iuely 

Oner pe buttok to pe haunche bon 

And perwip spake pis clerk pis absolone 

Speke swete bridde I nof wher pou arf 

jjis Nicholas anon lote fleigB. a farf 

As grete as if had bene a ponder denf 

Jjaf wip pe stroke he was almosf yblenf 

And he was redy mp his yren bote 

And Nicholas m pe ers he smote 

Of gop pe skyn an honde brede aboute 

pe bote culter brenned so his toute 

And for pe smerte he wende forto deye 

As he were wood for woo he gan to crye 

Help water water helpe for goddys lierf 
This Carpentef ouf of his slomber sterf 
And herde oon crien watei" as he were wode 
And poujf alias now commeth noes flode 
He sette hym vp wipout[e] wordes moo 
And wip an axe he smote pe cord' a two 
And doun gop alLe he fonde neiper to selle 
Brede nor Ale tU he com to pe selle 
Vpon pe floor and ther a swoun he lay 
Vp sterf hir AHson and Nicbolay 
And oriden ouf and horowe m pe strete 
Jje neighbours bop smale and grete 
Eonnen forto gawren on pis man 
Jjat a swonn lay bop pale and wan 
ffor wip paf falle he brusten hap his arme 
Buf stonden he mosf vnto his owne harme 
ffor whan he spak he was anon born do«(n 
"Wip hende Nicholas and alisoan 
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GROUP A. § 4. miller's tale. Lansdowne MS. 109 

pis wil .1 3euen pe . if pou me kisse 

pis Nicholas was resen for to pisse 

And pouhte he wolde amenden al pe lape 

He scholde kisse his ers er pat he scape 3800 

And vpe pe windowe dede he hastely 

And oute his ers be put pnuelye 

Ouer pe buttok to pe haunche bone 

And per-wip spak pis clerke pis absolone 3804 

Speke swete birde .1. note where pu ert 

This Nicholas anone lete flie a fart 

As grete as it had be a ponder dinte 

That wip pat stroke he was almost yblint 3808 

And he was rede wip his yren bote 

And Nicholas m pe ers he smote 

Of gope pe scynne an handebrode aboute 

The bote culter so brent his toute 3812 

IT And for pe smerte he wende for to deie 

As be were woode for woo he ganne to creie 

Holpe water water helpe for goddes herte 

This Carpentier owte of his slomere sterte 3816 

And herde one One water as he was wode 

And pouht alas Nowe cowmep Noes flode 

And sett him vp with wordes moo 

And wipe an ax he spote pe corde a twoo 3820 

And doune gope al He fonde Neiper to selle 

No brede Nor ale til he cam to pe selle 

Vpon pe flore and per aswowen he laye 

Vp sterte Hire Alison and Nicholaye 3824 

And criede oute and harrowe in pe strete 

The neyhebores bope smal and grete . 

In ronnen for to gauren vpon pis man 

That on swoune laie bope pale and wan 3828 

For wip pat fal he broken hap his arme 

Bot stonde he moste vn-to his owen harme 

For when he spake he was a-none borne doune 

"Wipe hende Nicholas and Alisoune 3832 

LANSDOWNE 109 
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3836 



3840 



3844 



They toHen euery man / that he was wood 

He was agast so / of ISToweKs flood 

Thurgh fantasie / that of his vanytee 

He hadde yboght hym / knedyng tubbes thre 

And hadde hem hanged / m the roue aboue 

And fat he preyde hem / for goddes loue 

To sitten in the roof / par compaignye 

IT The folk gan laughen / at his fantasye 

In to the roof / they kiken and they cape 

And turned al his harm / vn to a lape 

ifor / what so / fat this Carpenter answerde 

It was for noghf no man his reson herde 

"With othes grete / he was so sworn adoun 

That he was holde wood in al the toun 

ffor euery clerk / anonright / heeld with oother [leaf is, back] 

They seyde / the man was wood / my leeue broother 3848 

And euery wigRt / gan laughen of this stryf/ 

Thus / swyued was / this Carpenteris wyf/ 

ffor al his kepyngi and his lalousye 

And Absolon / hath kisf hir nether eye 3852 

And Nicholas / is scalded m the towte 

This tale is doon / and god saue al the rowte 

IT Heere endeth the Millere his tale 

[Slight IreaJc in the MS!] 



They tolden euery man / fat he was wood 

He was agast so / of M'owelys flood 

Thurgh fantasie / fat of his vanytee 

He hadde yboght hym / knedyng tubbes thre 3836 

And hadde hem hanged / m the roof aboue 

And fat he preyde hem / for goddes loue 

To sitten m the roof / par compaignye 

f The folk gan laughen / at his fantasye 3840 

In to the roof / they kiken and they cape 

And turned al his harm / vn to a lape 

ffor what so / fat this Carpenter answerde 

It was for noghf no man his reson herde 3844 

With othes grete / he was so sworn adoun 

That he was holden wood / in al the toun 

ffor euery clerk / anon right heeld with oother 

They seyde / the man was wood / my leeue brother 3848 

And euery wighf gan laughen at this stryf [leaf so, baoi<] 

Thus swyued / was the Carpenters wyf" 

ffor al his kepyng* and his lalousye 

And Absolon / hath kist hir nether lye 3852 

And Nicholas / is scalded in the toute 

This tale is doon / and god saue al the route 

(S) ^ Here is ended / the Millerys tale. 

[No gap in the MS-I 



Thei tolde euery man that he was wood 

He was a-gasf so of the Nowels flood 

Thurgh fantasie thaf of his vanyte 

He hadde bought hym kneding< tubbes three 3836 

And hadde hem hanged m the roof aboue 

And that he praiede hem for goddis loue 

To sitten in the roof par companye 

The folk gan laughwen af his fantasie 3840 

And to the roof thei kiken and thei gape 

And turned al his harm vnto a lape 

ffor what* this carpentere answerde 

If was for noughf no man his resouw herde 3844 

With othes gref he was sworne adoun 

That he was holden wood in al thaf toun 

ffor euery clerk anoon righf helde with other 

Thei seide the man is wood my leue brother 3848 

And euery wighf gan laughwen af his stryf 

Thus swyued was the carpenters wyf 

ffor al his kepyng' and his lalousie deaf 43, hack] 

And Absolon hath kisf hir" nethir ye 3852 

And Nicholas is scaldid in his toute 

This tale is don and god saue al the route 

Explicit fabiila molendinarij. 

[No h-eah in the MS^ 

[_Ofleaf85, the Camindge MS has onVy cas I. 3855, pleye, I. 3858, 
OMd grCTie I. 3859.] 
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110 GROUP A. § 4. miller's tale. Corpus MS. 

They tolden euery man faf he was -wood 

lie -was a-gasf so of" fe ITowels flood 

Thurgli fantasie Jaf of Ins vanite 

lie hadde y-houghf him knedyngi tuhhes fre 

And hadde hem hanged in pe roof' aboue 

And faf he preyed him for goddes loue 

To sitten) in fe roof* par companye 

The folk" gan laughen at" his fantasie 

And to Jje roof* fay loken and fei cape 

And torned att his harm Ttito a Tape 

ffor whaf so fis Carpenter answerde 

It" was for nought" no men his reson herd? 

With ofes grete he was so sworn a doun 

That" he was holden wood ia aft fat" toun 

ffor euery clerk? anon right" heeld with o]>er 

They seyde fe man is wood my leeue hrof er 

And euery wight" gan laughen at" his strif" 

Thus swyued was fe Carpunteres wijf" 

ifor alt his keepyng" and his lalousye/ 

And ahsolon haf kisf Mr nefer yhe 3852 

And Mcholas is scalded in his toute// 

This tale is don and god saue al pe route [leaf si, hack] 

^ Explicit fabula Molendinarij 

[No gap in the MS.] 
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110 GEOUP A. § 4. miller's tale. FetwortJi MS. 

Thei tolde euery man Jiat he was wode 

He was agast" so of Je S"oes flode 

Jjorgh fantasie faf of his vanyte 

He had yhou3t" hjm kneding" tuhbes Jjre 3836 

And had hem honged m fe roof aboue 

And J)at" he preied hym for goddys loue 

To sitten in fe roof par companye 

pe folk gan laughen at his fantasie 3840 

And to the Eoof fei kepen and fei gape 

And turned al his harme vnto a lape 

ffor what" so Jjis Carpenter" answerd' 

It was for noujt no man his resoii herd! 3844 

WiJ) ojies grete he was so sworn a down Ocaf 54j 

That" he was holden woode in al faf town 

ffor euere clerk anoon ri3f helde wi]) ofer 

fei seide Je man is wood my leue broker 3848 

And euere wigfef gan laughen at" his strif 

Thus sw3nied was fe Carpenter[e]s wiff 

ffor al his kepmg" and his lelousie 

And Absalon hajj kissed her nethere ye 3852 

And Nicholas is scalded m his toute 

This tale is don and god saue al ]>& route. 

IT Here ende) fe mylers tale. 

[No break in the MS.] 



110 GROUP A. § 4. miller's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

Thei tolden euery man fat he was wode 

He was a-gast so of fe Nowels flode 

Thurghe fantasie fat of his vanite 

He had him bouhte knedeyng tubbes fre 3836 

And had hem hongede m fe roofe aboue [leaf ly, back] 

And fat he preide him for goddes loue 

To sitten in f e roof par compaignye 

The folke gan lawhen att his fantasie 3840 

An to f e roofe fei keken and- f ei gape 

And torned al his harme vnto a lape . 

ffor what so f is Carpentier ansewerde 

It was for nouht no man his resone herde 3844 

Wife of es grete he was so sworne y-doune 

That he was holden woode in aft f e toune 

ffor euery clerke anone riht ichone helde wif of ere 

Thei seide f e man is wode my leue brof ere 3848 

And etiej*y white gan lauhen att his strif 

Thus swjnied was f e Carpentiers wif 

ffor al his kepemge and his lelouseie 

And Absolon haf e keste hire hir nef er eye 3852 

And Nicholas is scalded in his toute 

This tale is done and god saue al f e route . 

Explicit fabula Moleudeuani 

[No gap in the MS.] 
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IT The prologe / of tlie Eeues tale 

fHAK" folk hadde laughen / at tlus nyce cas 
Of Absolon / and hende Mcholas 3856 

Diuerse folk / diuersely they seyde 
Buf for the moore parf they loughe and pleyde 

ISe at this tale / I saugh no man hym greue 

But it were oonly / Osewold' the Eeue 3860 

By-cause / he was / of Carpentens craft^ 

A litel Ire / m his herte ylaff 

He gan to grucche / and hlamed it a Hte 

IT So theek / quod he / ful wel koude I yow quite 3864 

With bleryng* of a proud MUleres eye 

If that me liste / speke of ribaudye 

But ik am oold / me list no pley for Age 

Gras tyme is doon / my fodder is now forage 3868 

This white tope / writeth myne olde yens 

Myn herte is mowled also as myne hens 

But if I fare / as dooth an Openers 

^ That iike fruyt / is euer leng the were 3872 

Til it be roten / m Mullok" or m stree 

"We olde men / I drede so fare we 

Til we be roten / kan we nab be rype 

We hoppen ay / whil that the world wol pype 3876 

ffor m oure wyl / ther stiketh euere a iiayl 

To haue an lioor heed / and a grene tayl 

As hath a leek / for thogh oure myght be goon 

Oure wyl / desu-eth folie.euere in oon 3880 

ffor whan we may nat doon / than wol we speke 

Tet m oure Asshen olde / is fyr yreke 

V ffoure gieedes han we / whiche I shal deuyse 

Avauntyng' liyug* Anger / Coueitise 3884 

Thise foure sparkles / longen vn to eelde 

Oure olde lemes / mowe wel been vnweelde 
ellesmere hi 



(^ H The prologe / of the Eeues tale 

w 

1/1/ Han folk hadde laughen / at this nyce cas 

f ' Of Absolon / and hende Mcholas 3856 

Diuerse folk / diuersely they seyde 

But for the moore parf they lowe and pleyde 

l^e at his tale I seigh no man hym greue 

But it were oonly / Osewold the Eeue 3860 

By-cause he was / of Carpenters craff 

A litel Ire / is in his herte ylaff 

He gan to grucche / and blamed it a hte 

So the ik quod he / ful wel koude I thee quyte 3864 

With bleryng* of a proud MiUerys lye 

If fat me liste / speke of rybaudye 

But ik am oold / me Hst no pleye for age 

Gras tyme is doon / my fodder is now forage 3868 

This white tope / writeth myne olde yerys 

Myn herte / is also mowled / as myne herys 

But if ik fare / as dooth an Openers 

That ilke fruyf is euer lenger the wers 3872 

Til it be roten / in Mollok / or m stree 

We olde men / I drede so fare we 

Til we be roten / kan we noght be rype 

We hoppe alwey / whU j>at the world wol pipe 3876 

ffor 111 oure wil / ther stiketh ever a nayl 

To haue an hoor beer / and a grene tayl 

As hath a leek / for thogh oure myght be goon 

Oure wil desireth folie / euere m oon 3880 

ffor whan we may noghf doon / than wol we speke 

Yet in oure asshen olde / is fyr yreke 

ffoure gieedes Haue we / whiohe I shal deuyse [leaf si] 

Auauntyngi lyyng* Anger Coueitise 3884 

Thise foure sparkles / longen vn to eelde 

Oure lymes / mowe wel been vnweelde 

HENGWRT 111 



IT Heere bigynnetli the prologi of the Eeues Tale.f^'''^J5f ^ 



WHanne folk han laughwen af this nyce cas 
Of Absolon and hjTide Mcholas 
Dyuerse folk" dyuersely they seide 
Buf for the more parf thei lough and pleyde 
ISTe af this tale I saw no man him greue 
Buf if were oonly Oswold the Eeue 
By cause he was of" Carpenteres craff 
A litel ire is in his herte laff 
He gan to grucche and blamede it a hte 
So the yk" quod he ful wel kouthe I 30U quite 
With blenng" of a proude mellers ye 
If" thaf me lisf to speke oi' rybaudye 
Buf yk am old me lisf nof pleye for age 
Gras tyme is don my foddere is forage 
This white top writeth myn olde jeres 
Myn herte is al so mouled as myn heres 
Buf if I fare as doth an openers 
Thaf ilk" fruyf is euere lenger the wers 
Til it be roten in mullok' or m stree 
We olde men I drede so fare we 
Til we be roten can we noughf be ripe 
We hoppen alweye while the world wil pipe 
ffor m oure wUle ther stiketh euere a naite 
To haue an hoor her / and a grene taUe 
As hath a leek for though oure mighf be gon 
Oure wille desireth folye euere in oon 
ffor whanne we may noughf don than wU we speke 
3if m oure asshen old! is fire reke 
ffoure gledes haue we whiche I shal diuise 
Auauntyng" liyng* . Angre . Coueitise 
These foure sparkles longith vnto elde 
Oure olde lymes mowe wel be vnwelde 
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3872 



3876 
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^ Here bygynne]; fe Reeues tale 

TlTliaii folk' lian lauglien a.f Jus nyce cas 
'' Of" absolon and heende Mcholas H 0° iij" 

Diuerse folk" diuersely pej seyde 
But* for Jie more parf Jjei lougfe and pleyde 
M'e af ]jis tale I saugii noman him greeiie 
Bufr it were oonly Osewold fe Eeeue 3860 

By cause he was of> Carpenteres craff 
A litel Ire is in his herte laff 
he gan to grucche and blamen if a lite 
So ]ie ik" quod he ful wel coufe I pe quyte 3864 

With Heryng' of a proud melleres ye 
If* faf me liste to speke of" Eibaudie 
Buf yk" am old me lisf not" pley for age 
Gras tyme is don my fodder is forage/ 3868 

This white top write]) myn olde jeres 
myn herte is also mouled as myn heeres 
Buf if I fare as do]) an open ers 

Thaf ilke fruyf is euer lenge?-e pe wars 3872 

TO if be roten m mullot or m stree/ 
We olde men I drede so fare we 
TU we be roten can we noughf be ripe 
We hoppen alwey whil pe world wil pipe 3876 

ifor in oure wille pex stikef euer a naUe 
To haue an hoor heer and a greene taile 
As haj) a leek" for Jjougfi oure mighf be gon 
Oure wUle desire]; folie euer ui con) 3880 

ffor whan we may noughf doon fan wole we speke 
yef m oure asschen olde is fyr y-reke 
ffoure gleedes han we whiche I schal deuyse/ 
Auauntyng' lyuyag* anger couetyse 3884 

This foure sparkes longej; vnto eelde 
Oure olde lymes now wel ben vnwelde 
corpus 111 



fl And pvL& bygynnefi jje Prologe of pe Reues tale ir cap. s™ Incipit prologus. 



^han folk han laughen af })is nyce cas 
Of absolon and hende Nicholas 
Dyuers folk dyuersly Jei seide 
Buf for pe more parte Jiei lou3e and pleide 
Ne af ])is tale I seghe no man hyw greue 
Buf if were only Oswold' pe Eeue 
Bycause he was of Carpenter[e]s craff 
A litel Ire in his herte laff 
He gan to grucche and blamed it a lite 
So thick quod he ful wele quou}) I jje quyte 
Wi]> blermg* of a proude Millers ye 
If faf me lisf to speke of Eibawdye 
Buf ik am olde me lisf nof pley for age 
Gras tyme is done my foder is forage 
This white top writef myn olde jeeres 
Myn lierf is al so mowled as myn heeres 
But if I fare as do]) an open-ers 
J)af like fruyte is euer lenger pe wers 
Til it be roten m Mullok or m stre 
We olde men I drede so fare we 
Til we be roten can we nof be ripe 
We hopen alway while pe herf wil pipe 
ffor m our wille ])er stikketh euer a naile 
To haue an hoor heer and a grene taUe 
As ha]) a leke for ])Ough our myjt be gon 
Oiu: wille desire]) foly euer in oon 
ffor whan we may nof don fan wil we speke 
3if in oure asshed olde is fire yreke 
ffour gledes han we which I shal deuyse 
Auazmtinge lying* angre and coueitise 
Thise four sparkles longej) vnto elde 
Our olde lymes may wel bene vnwelde 
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[leaf 64, back] 
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3884 



lA/Han folke han lawhen att ])is nyce eaas 
' ' Of Absolon and hende Mcholas 
Diuers folke diuersely fei seide 
Bot for pe more parte ])ei lowhe and pleide 
K"e att fis tale I. sauhe no man him greue 
Bot it were onely Oswolde pe Eeue 
Be cause he was of Carpenteres craft 
A litel ire is m his hert laft 
He gan to gruche and blame it a lite 
So feyke qwod he ful wele cou]) .1. jow quyte 
Wip blerynge of a proude mellers eye 
If fat me liste to speke of ribaudie 
Bot ik am olde me list nouht pleie for age 
Gras time is done my foder is forage 
This white toppe writes myne olde 3eres 
Myne herte is also moulde. as myne heres 
Bot if .1. fare as dofe an openers 
fat ilke fruyte is euer longe f e werse 
TU it be roten in moUoke and m stree 
We olde men .1. drede so fare we 
Til we be roten can we nouht be ripe 
We hopen al-weie while f e werld wil pipe 
For m owre wille fere stikef euer a naile 
To haue an hore here and a grene taUe 
As haf e a leke for f ouhe oure myht be gone 
Owre wille desiref foly euery m one 
ffor whan we maie nouhte done fan wil we speke 
Jit m owre hasschen olde is iire y-reke 
ffoure gledes han we whiche .1. schal deuise 
Auauntynge. lyemge. Anger, aiid Couetise 
This foure sperlkes longef vnto elde 
Owre olde limmes Mo we wele bene vnwelde 
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3892 



389G 



3900 



But wyl ne shal nat faillen / that is sootB. peaf 46] 

And yef ik iiaue alwey a Coltes tootB. 3888 

As many a yeer / as it is passed henne 
Syn that my tappe of lif / bigan to renne 
ifor sikerly / -whan I was tore / anon 
Deeth drougfi the tappe of lyf / and leef it gon 
And euer sithe / hath so the tappe yronne 
Til that ahnoosf al empty is the tonne 
The streem of lyf / now droppeth on the chymbe 
The sely tonge / may wel rynge and chymbe 
Of wrecchednesse / that passed is ful yoore 
"With olde folk" saue dotage is namoore 
TTThan that oure boost / hadde herd this sermonyng-- 
' ' He gan to speke / as lordly as a kyng" 
He seide / what amounteth al this wif 
Whaf shul we speke alday of hooly writ" 
The deuel / made a Reue for to preohe 
And of a Soutere / Shipman or a leehe 3904 

Sey forth thy tale / and tarie nat the tyme 
Lo DepeforcJ / and it is half wey pryme 
Lo Grenewych / ther many a shrewe is Inne 
It were al tyme / thy tale to bigynne 3908 

"VrOw sires / quod this OsewoW the Bene 
-L* I pray yow alle / that ye nat yow grene 
Thogh I answere / and somdeel sette his howue 
ffor leuefol is / mth force 5" force of showue IT vim vi repeiiere 
IT This dronke Millere hath ytoold ts heer 3913 

How thaf bigyled was a Carpenteer 
Perauenture in scorn / for I am oon 

And by youre leue / I shal him quite anoon 3916 

Eight m his cherles termes wol I speke 
I pray to god / his nekke mote breke 
He kan wel / in myn eye seen a stalke 
But m his owene / he kan nat seen a balke 3920 



But wil ne shal noght faillen / that is sooth 

And yet I haue alwey / a coltes tooth 3888 

As many a yeer / as it is passed henne 

Syn fat my tappe of lyf / bigan to renne 

ifor sikerlik whan ik was bore anon 

Deeth drogh the tappe of lyf / and leet it goon 3892 

And euere sith / hath so the tappe yronne 

Til fat almoost / al empty is the tonne 

The streem of lyf / now droppeth on the chymbe 

The sely tonge / may wel rynge and chymbe 3896 

Of wrecchednesse / fat passed is ful yoore 

With olde folk / saue dotage is namoore 

IT Whan fat oure hoosfr hadde herd this sermonyng* 

He gan to speke / as lordly as a kyng" 3900 

He seyde / what amounteth al this wit 

What shal we speke al day / of holy writ 

The deuel made / a Eeue for to preche 

Or of a Soutere / a Shipman / or a leche 3904 

Sey forth thy tale / and tane noght the tyme 

Lo Depeford / and it is half wey pryme 

Lo Grenewych / ther many a sherewe is Inne 

It were al tyme / thy tale to bigynne 3908 

IT Ifow sires / quod this Osewold the Eeue 

I pray yow alle / fat ye noght yow greue 

Thogh I answere / and som del sette his howue 

ffor leueful is / with force / force of showue 3912 

This dronken MyUere / hath ytoold vs heer 

How fat / bigiled was a Carpenter 

Perauenture ui scorn / for I am oon 

And by youre leue / I shal hym quyte anon 3916 

Eight / m his cherles termes / wol I speke 

I pray to god / his nekke mote to-breke 

He kan wel / m myn eye / seen a stalke 

But m his owene / he kan noght seen a balke 3920 

[No gap m the MS.'] 



But wiUe ne shal nof failen that* is soth [Sioane MS less: 

And jif haue I alwey a coltes toth 3888 

As many a jere as it" is passed henne 

Sith thaf my tappe of lyf" bigan to renne [Sioane extract ends.] 

ffor sekyrly whan I was boryn anon [Cambr. MS. Ggi. 27,if ise] 

Deth drow f ^ tappe of lyf & let it gon 3892 

And euere sithe hath so y tappe Ironne 

Til fat almost al emty is f ^ tu»ne 

The strew of lyf now droppith on f ^ chymbe 

The sely tunge may wel rynge & chymbe 3896 

Of wrechedenesse fat passede is ful jore 

Yfiih olde folk saue dotage is no more 

Whaw fat f ost hadde herd this sarmouwnyng 

He gan to spek as lordly as a kyng 3900 

He seyde what amouwtyth al f is wit 

What schul we speke al day of holy writ 

The deuyl made a reue for to preche 

And of a soutere schipman or a leche 3904 

Sey forth thyn tale & tarye not y tyme 

Lo Depeforthe & it is half weye pryme 

Lo Grenewych fere manye a schrewe is mne 

It were hey tyme f yn tale to begywne 3908 

Now serys qiiod this Osewold the reue 

I preye 30W alle fat ^e nat 30W greue 

Thow I answere & sumdel sette hese howe 

ffor lefful it is fat forse / forse of schowe 3912 

This dronkene mellere hath I-told vs here 

How fat begiled was a carpentere 

Parauenture in scorn for I am on 

And by 30Mre leue I schal 30W quyte a-non 3916 

Eyght in hese cherlis termys wele I speke 

I preye to god his nelke mote breke 

He can wel m myn eye sen a stalke 

But m hese owene he can not sen a balke 3920 
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3892 



3896 



Buf wil ne schal nat fallen J>af is sof 

And yef haue I alway a Coltes toji 

As many a 3eer as it is passen iienne 

Syn ])at my tappe of" Hf" bygan to renne 

ffor sikerly whan I was born anoon 

De}) drough fe tappe of lijf' and leet it goon 

And euer sifen baj) so J>e tappe y-ronne 

TU fat" almost" al empty is Jie tonne 

The stream of Kjf' now droppef on fe chimhe. 

The sely tonge may wel rynge and chymhe. 

Ofi wreechedenesse fat" passed is ful yore 

With old folk" sane dotage is nomore/ 

"Whan faf onre oosf hadde herde fis sermonyng* 

he gan to speken as loodly as a king" 3900 

he seyde what" amonntej) att J)is witte 

Whaf sohal we speke alday of holy writte 

The denel maade a reeue for to preche 

Or of a Soutere schipman or a leche 3904 

Sey forjj J)i tale and tarie noughf f e tyme 

lo deppeford' and it is halfwey prime 

lo Grenewieh fat" many a schrewe is Inne 

It were al tyme pi tale for to begynne 3908 

Ifow sires quod Jus Osewold fe Eeeue 

I pray you aUe faf ye noiighf ^ou greeue 

Thon I answere and somdel sette his houve 

ffor leueful if is with force force of sohouve 39 1 2 

This dronken meUere haji y-told vs heere 

how faf bygyled was a Carpuntere/ 

Perauenture m scorn for I am oon 

And by youre leene I schal him quyte anoon) 3916 

Eighf m his cherles termes wil I speke/ 

I preye to god his nekke mote tobreke 

he can wel m myn je sen a stalke 

But m his owne he can nought" seen a balke/ T ffabnia 

[iVb gap in the MS.] 



3888 



3892 



896 



Buf wil ne shal nof faille Jjaf is soth 

And jif haue I alwaye a coltes totB 

As mony jere as if is passed henne 

SiJ) Jiaf my tap of lif byganne to renne 

ffor sikerly whaw I was born anon 

DeJ) drough fe tappe of lif and lete it gon 

And euere sijien ha]) so fe tap yronne 

Til af almosf al empty is ]je tonne 

The strem of lif now droppef on fe chymbe 

jie sely tunge may wel rynge and chymbe 

Of wreochednesse faf passed is ful yore 

Wif olde folk saue dotage is no more 

f Wlian ]jaf our ooste had herde fis sermonynge 

He gan to speke as lordly as a kmge 3900 

He seide whaf amountej) al fis witte 

Whaf shal we speke alday of holy writte 

The deuel made a Eeue forto preche 

Or of a Souter' shipman or a leoche 3904 

Say for]) fi take and tary nof fe tyms 

Loo Depford and if is almosf prime 

Lo Grenwich fat mony a shrewe is Inne 

If were hie tyme ])i tale forto bygynne 3908 

IT Now Sirs quod fis Oswol($ fe Eeue 

I prei 30U al faf je 30U not greue 

jiOTX^e I answere and somdele sette hys houwe 

ffor leeful if is wif force . force of shouwe 3912 

This dronken MiUer* ha]i ytolde vs here 

Hou J)af bigUed was a Carpentere 

Perauentwre in scorn for I am oon [leaf 56] 

And by pure leue I shal hym quyte anon 3916 

Eijf in his Cheerles teermes wil I speke 

I prei to god his nekke mof alto-breke 

He can wel in myn ye seen a stalk 

Buf in his owne he can nof seen a balk" 3920 

f Thus ende]) pe Prologe of fe Eeue 



112 GROUP A. § 5. reeve's prologue. lansdowne MS. 
Bot wiF ne schal nouht faUen bat is soBe C' a™*/ have been 

J J scratched out to re- 

And 3it haue .L alwei a coltes to])e *•"=* *^' ™*-' 

As mony a ^ere as it is passed henne 

Sen ])at my tap of lif beganne to renne 

ffor sekerly whan .1. was borne a-none 

Bep drowhe fe tape of lif and lete it gone 3892 

And euery si])J)e haJ)J)e so pe tap .I.-ronne 

Tift fat al-moste al empti is the tonne 

The streme of lif nowe droppej) on Jie chimbe 

The seli tonge maie wele rmge and climbe 3896 

Of wrechedenesse fat passed is ful ^ore 

Wif olde folke saue dotage is no more 

IT Whan fat oure oste had herd f is sermonynge 

He gan to speke as lordly as a kmge 3900 

He seide what a-mountef al f is witte 

What schal we speke al day of holy writte 

The deuel maade a reue for to preche 

Or of souter schipman or a leche 3904 

Say forfe fi tale and tary nouht f e time 

Loo depford and it is halfe weie prime 

Loo grenewiche fat mony a schrewe is mne. 

It were al time fi tale for to gynne 3908 

IT iN'owe sires qaod Oswalde f e reue 

.1 preie 30we al fat je nouht jowe greue 

Thowhe .1. ansewere and sumdel sett his howue 

For leueful it is wif force force to schowue 3912 

This dronken melle haf e .I.-tolde us here 

Howe fat be-giled was a carpentier 

Parauentur in scoren for .1. am one 

And be ^oure leue .1. schal him quyte anone . 3916 

Eiht in his cherles termes wil .1. speke 

I preie to god his neke mot he breke 

He can wele in myne eye seen a stalke 

Bot in his owen he can nouht sene a balke 3920 
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% Heere bigynnetli tlie Eeues tale 

AT Trumpyngtofi / nat fer fro Cantebngge 
Ther gooth a brook / and ouer that a brigge 
Vp on the ■Vfhich[e] brook / ther stant a Melle 
And this IS verray sooth / fat I yow telle JSJ^f-'' 
A MiUere / was ther dweUynge many a day 3925 

As eny pecoki he was proud and gay 
Pipen he koude and fissBe / and nettes beete 
And turns coppes / and wel wrastle and sheete 3928 

And by his belf he baar a long panade 
And of a s-werd / ful trenchant was the blade 
A loly poppers / baar he in his pouche [leaf 46, back] 

Ther was no man / for peril / dorste hym touche 3932 

A Sheffeld thwitel / baar he m his hose 
Bound was his face / and camuse was his nose 
As piled as an Ape / was his skuUe 

He was a Markef betere atte fulle 3936 

Ther dorste no wight / hand vp on hym legge 
That he ne swoor / he sholde anon abegge 
A theef he was / of corn and eek of Mele 
And that a sly / and vsaunt for to stele 3940 

His name was hoote / deynous Symkyn 
A wyf he hadde / yeomen of noble kyn 
The person of the toun / hir fader was 
"With hire he yaf / ful many a panne of bras 3944 

ffor that Symkyn / sholde in his blood aUye 
She was yfostred in a N"onnerye 
ffor Symkyn / wolde no wyf / as he sayde 
But if she were / wel ynorissed and a mayde 3948 

To sauen his estaat of yomanrye 
And she was proud / and peerf as is a pye 
A ful fair sigtte / was it vp on hem two 
On haly dayes / biforn hire wolde he go 3952 

EI.LESMEEB 113 



A T Trompyngton / nat fer fro Cantebrygge Narratio 

•^ Ther gooth a brook / and ouer that a brygge 
Vp on the which brook / ther stant a Melle [leaf 51, back] 

And this is verray soothe / fat I yow telle 3924 

A MiUere was ther dweUyng many a day 
As any Pecot he was proud and gay 
Pipen he koude / and flsshe / and nettes beete 
And tome coppes / and wel wrastle and sheete 3928 

And by his belf he baar a long Panade 
And of a swerd / ful trenchaunt was the blade 
A loly poppere / baar he m his pouche 
Ther was no man / for peril dorste hym touche 3932 

A Sheffeld' thwitel / baar he m his hose 
Eound was his face / and camuse was his nose 
As piled as an Ape / was lus skulle 

He was a Market betere / atte fulle 3936 

Ther dorste no vnght" hand vp on hym leggt 
That he ne swoor / he sholde anon abegge 
A theef he was for sothe / of corn and mele 
And fat a sleigh / and vsant for to stele 3940 

His name was hoten / deynous Symkyn 
A wif he hadde / comen of noble kyn 
The person of the toun / hir fader was 
With hire he yaf / ful many a panne a bras 3944 

ffor fat Symkyn / sholde m his blood allye 
She was yfostred /ma ISTonnerye 
ffor Symkyn / wolde no wyf as he sayde 
But she were wel ynorissed and a mayde 3948 

To sauen / his estaat of yemanrye 
And she was proud / and peert as is a pye 
A ful fair sighte / was it vp on hem two 
On halidayes / biforn hire wolde he go 3952 

HENGWRT 113 




Here begymnyth the ^Sf„»-V ^.eue his tale 

the Beevei 

T Trowipyngtouw not fer fram cawtabregge [leaf ise, back] 
Jjere goth a brok & ouer fat a bregge 
Vp on f ° which brok fer stant a melle 
And this IS veray soth fat I 30U telle 3924 

A mellere was fer dweUywge many a day 
As ony pekok he was proud & gay 

Pype he coude and fyssche and netys beete 

And turne cuppis & wel wrestele & sohete 3928 

Ay by hese belte he bar a long panade 

And of a swerd ful trenchaunt was the blade 

A loly poppere bar he m hese pouche- 

Ther was no man for peryl durste hym touclie 3932 

A sheffeld Thwytel bar he in hese hose 

Kound was hese face & ka?wmede was hese nose 

As pelyd as an ape was hese skoUe 

He was a markat betere at f " fuUe 3936 

There durste no wygh hand vp on hym leye ' ye correeteOi 

That he ne swor fat he sehulde anon a-beye ^ 

A thef he was for sothe of corn & mele 

And fat a sly & vsaunt for to stele 3940 

And his name was hotyn deynous symkyn 

A wif he hadde comyn of noble kyn 

The persouw of the toun here fadyr was 

With here he jaf ful many a peny of bras 3944 

ffor fat Symkyn sehulde m hese blod alye 

Sche was fostered in a numnerye 

ffor Symkyn wolde no wyf as he seyde 

But sche were wel Inoryschid & a mayde 3948 

To sauyw hese estat of jemanrye 

And sche was proud & pert as is a pye 

A ful fayr syghte was it on hem to 

On holye dayis be-forn here wolde he ge 3952 
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AT Trumpyngton nouglif fer fro Cantabregge 
Ther go}) a broot and ouer fafr a bregge 
vppon jje whiche brook' fer stanf a Melle 
And ])is IS verray sof Jjaf I 30U telle 
A meller was Jer dueUyng* many a day 
As any pecok' lie was proud and gay 
Pype be coufe and flsscbe aoid nettes beete 
And torne coppes and wel wiastle and scbeete/ 
Ay by bis belf be bar a long" Panade 
And of a swerd ful trenobant was fe blade/ 
A loly popper bar be m bis poucbe 
Tber was noman for peril durste bun touebe/ 
A scbeffeld tbwitel bar be m bis bose 
Eound was bis face and Camuse was bis nose/ 
As pyled as an ape was bis scuHe 
be was a market" betere atte fulle 
Tber was no wigbf faf dorsf band on bim legge 
Buf if" be swor be scbolde anon abegge 
A feef be was forsofe of corn and mele 
And Jiaf a sleigb and vsaunf for to stele 
his name was boote deynous Symkyn 
A wijfi be badde come of* noble kyn 
Tbe parsoTin of Jie toun bir fader was/ 
Witb bue be yaf ful many a panne of" bras 
ffor Jiaf Symkyn scbolde m bis blood allye 
Scbe was y-fostred in a N^onnene/ 
ffor symkyn wolde no wyf as be sayde 
Buf scbe were wel ynonssobed and a mayde/ 
To sauen his estate of" yomanrie/ 
And scbe was proud and perf as is a pye 
A ful fair sigbf was if vppon hem tuo 
On balidayes bifom hire wolde be go 

CORPUS 113 



And here bygynnej) fe Eeeues tale 

Af Trumpmgton nof fer fro Caunterbruge 
Tber goji a broke and over faf a bruge 
Vpon ]J6 wbicbe broke fer stonte a raelle 
[leaf 55, backi And fis IS verrey sof faf I 30U telle 3924 

A MUlere was Jjere dwelbngi mony a day 

As ony Pecok" he was proude and gay 

Pipen be coufe an flssben and nettes bete 
3928 And turne Coppes and wel wrastel and sbete 3928 

'Nj by bis belf be bare a longe panade 

And of a swerd ful trenchant was Je blade 

A loly popper here be m bis poucbe 
3932 Tber nas no man for perile dursf hy?n touche 3932 

A Sbeffeld' thwytel here he m bis bose 

Eounde was his face and camoyse was bis nose 

As pUled as an ape was his scuUe 
3936 He was a markef beter atte fulle 3936 

Jjer nas no wigbf fat dursf bond on hym legge 

Buf if he swore he sbuld anon abegge 

A theef he was forsoj) of corn and mele 
3940 And Jjaf a sleegh and vsaunf forto stele 3940 

His name was hoten deynejouse Symkyn) 

A wif be badde commen of nobel kyn 

Tbe person of fe toune her fader was 
3944 WiJ) hir be jaue ful mony a panne of bras 3944 

ffor ])af Symkyn shuld! in his blood allie 

She was yfostred m a nonrie 

ffor Symkyn wold[e] no Avif as he seide 
3948 Buf she were wel ynorsbed and a mayde 3948 

To Sauen bis Astate of 3emanrie tieaf ss.back] 

And she was proude and peerf as is a pie 

A ful feire sighf was if vpon hem twoo/ 
3952 On holy daies byfom bii^ wold he goo/ 39.52 

PETWOKTH lis 



jje revese tale / begynnej) here [leaf is, back] 

At Trumpyngton nouht fer' fro Cambrugge 
There gope a broke . and ouere fat a brugge 
Vppon fe whicbe broke fere stant a Melle 
And fis IS verrey sof fat .1. telle 
A meller was fere dueUinge mony a daie 
As any pekok be was proude and gaie 
Pipe he couf e and flssben and nettes bete 
And tome coppes and wele wrastel and schete 
Ay be his belte he bare a longe Panade 
And of a swerde ful trenchant was f e blade 
A loly popper bare he in bis pucbe 
Tber was no man for pe?-ile dorst him touche 
A scbeffeld f witel bare be m his hose 
Eounde was his face and kamuse was bis nose 
As pilled as an bape was bis ScuUe 
He was a Market beter att f e fulle 
Tber was no wbibte fat dorst bonde on him ligge 
Bot if be swore be schole anone abegge 
A f efe be was for sof e of come and mele 
And fat a sleigB . and vsand for to stele 
His name was hoten deynous symkyne 
A wife he had cowmen of Noble kinne 
The parson of f e toune hir fadere was 
Wife hire he 3afe mony a panne of bras 
For fat Simkin sehold in his blode aUye 
Scbe was yfostrede m a Kownerye 
ffor Simkin wold no wif as be seide 
Bot scbe were wele ynorisscbed and a maade 
To saue bis astate of 30maiirye 
And scbe was proude and pert as a pye 
A ful faire siht was it vppon hem tuo 
On Halidaies be-forne hire wolde be go 

LANSDOWNE 113 
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114 GBoup A. § 6. bebve's tale. Ellesmere 

"With, his typet / [yjbounde about his heed 
And she cam after /ma gyte of reed 
And Symkyn / hadde hosen of the same 
Ther dorste no wagfit / clepen hire hut dame 
"Was noon so hardy / that wente by the weye 
That with hire / dorste rage / or ones pleye 
But if / he wolde be slayn of Symkyn 
With panade / or with knyf / or boidekyn 
ffor lalous folk / ben perilous eueremo 
Algate / they wolde hire wyues wenden so 
And eek / for she was somdel smoterlieh 
She was as digne / as water in a dich 
As ful of hoker / and of bismare 
Hir thoughte / fat a lady sholde hire spare 
What for hire kynrede / and hir nortelrie 
That she hadde lerned m the Nonnerie 
IT A doghter hadde they bitwixe hem two 
Of twenty yeer / with-outen any mo 
Sauynge a child / fat was of half yeer age 
In Cradel it lay / and was a propre page 
This wenche thikke / and wel ygrowen was 
With kamuse nose / and eyen greye as .glas 
Buttokes brode / and brestes rounde and hye 
But r^ht fair was hire heer / I wol nat lye 
IT This person of the toun / for she was fere 
In purpos was / to maken hire his heir 
Bothe of his catel / and his Mesuage 
And straunge / he made it of hir manage 
His purpos was / for to bistowe hire hye 
In to som worthy blood of Auncetrye 
ffor hooly chirches good / moot been despended 
On hooly chirches blood / that is descended 
Therfore / he wolde his hooly blood honoure 
Though / that" he hooly churche sholde devoure 
/^ret sokene / hath this Millere / out of doute 
^ With whete and Malf of al the land aboute 

ELLESMERE 114 
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114 GEoup A. § 6. reeve's tale. Hengwrt MS. 

With his tipet* wounden aboute his heed 

And she cam after /ma gyte of reed 

And Symkyn / hadde hosen of the same 

Ther dorste no wighf clepen hue but dame 3956 

Was noon so hardy / fat wente by the weye 

That with hire / dorste rage / or ones pleye 

But if he / wolde be slayn of Sjrmkyn 

With panade / or with knyf^ or boydekyn 3960 

ffor lalous folk / been perUouse eueremo 

Algate / they wolde hir wyues wenden so 

And eek / for she was som del smoterhch Deaf 62] 

She was as diyne / as water in a dich 3964 

And ful of hoker / and of bismare 

Hir thoghte / fat a lady sholde hir spare 

What for hir kynrede / and hir nortehye 

That she hadde lerned / m the Nonnerye 3968 

A doghter hadde they / bitwix hem two 

Of twenty yeer / with outen any mo 

Sauyng a child / fat was of hal[f] yeer age 

In Cradel it lay and was a propre page 3972 

This wenche / thikke and wel ygrowen was 

With camuse nose / and eyen greye as glas 

With buttokes brode / and brestes rounde and hye 

But right fair was hir heer / I wol nat lye 3976 

IT The person of the toun / for she wa.s so feir 

In purpos was / to maken hire his heir 

Bothe of his catel / and his Mesuage. 

And straunge he made if of hir manage 3980 

His purpos was / for to bistowe hu* hye 

In to som worthy blood of Auncetrye 

ffor holicherches good / moot been despended 

On holicherches blood / fat is descended 3984 

Ther-fore he wolde his holy blood honoure 

Thogh fat he / holy ehirche sholde deuoure 

IT Greet sokne / hath this Millere out of doute 

With whete and malf of al the lande aboute 3988 

HENGWKT 114, 



114 GEOUP A. § 6. reeve's tale. Cambridge MS. 

With hese typet boumdyn a-boutyw hese hed 

And sche come aftyr in a gite of red 

And symkyn hadde hosyn of the same 

Ther durste no wygh clepyw here but dame 3956 

Was non hardy fat wente be f* weye [leaf ist] 

That durste ■with here rage or onys pleye 

But jif he wolde be slayn of symkyn 

With panade or knyf or boytekyn 3960 

ffor lelous folk ben perelous euere mo 

Algate fey wolde here wyuys wenden so 

And ek for sche was sumwhat smotyrlych 

Sche was as dygne as watyr In a dich 3964 

And ful of hokyr & of bismerye 

Sche thoughte fat a lady sehulde here spareye 

What for here kynrede & here Norterye 

That sche hadde lerned m f numnerye 3968 

A doughtyr hadde fey be-twixe hem too 

Of twenty 3er w«tA-outyn ony moo 

Sauynge a chyld fat was of sene jer age 

In cradil it lay & was a propere page 3972 

This wenche thikke & wel I-growy» was 

"With cammuse nose & eyen greye as glas 

Buttokkys brode & brestis rounde & hye 

But rygh fayi was here her I wele not lye 3976 

This persouK of the touH for sche was so fa3T 

In purpos was to makyn here hese eyr 

But of hese catel & hese mesewage 

And strauwge he made it of here maiyge 3980 

Hese purpos was for to be-stowe here hye 

In to sum worthi blod of aumceterye 

ffor hohcherche good / mote ben dispendit 

On holy cherchis blod / fat is dessendit 3984 

]3erfore he wolde / hese holy blod honoure 

Thow fat he holy cherche / sehulde devours 

Gret sokene hath / this mellere out of doute 

With whete & malt / of al the lond a-boute 3988 
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114 GKOUP A. § 6, reeve's tale. Corpus MS. 

Wij) his typef -wounden aboute lus heede/ 

And sche cam after in a gyte of reede/ 

And Symkyn hadde hosen off ]>e same 

Ther dorste no wighf clepen hire but dame 3956 

Was non so hardy Jiafr wente by fe w&j 

That* wij) hire dorste or ones rage or play 

But* if" he wolde "be slain oi' Symkyn 

With panade or with knyf or boydekyn [leaf 66] 

ffor lelous folk' ben perilous eueremo 

Algate Jjei Tolde here wynes wenden so 

And eet for sche was somdel smoterlioh 

Sche was as digne as water m a dich 3964 

As ful of' hoker and of bisemare 

hire foughte faf a lady schulde hir spare 

Whaf for hire kynrede and hire nortebie 

Thaf sche hadde lerned in Jie nonnerie 3968 

A doughter hadde fe betwixe hem tuo 

Of twenty 3er wijjouten eny moo 

Sauyng' a childe faf was of' half" ^eer age 

In cradel iV lay if was a proper page/ 3972 

This wenche fikke and wel ygrowen was 

Wif Camoys nose and eyen grey as glas 

Wi]) buttokes brode and brestes rounde and hye 

Buf righf fair was hire heer I wol noughf lye 3976 

IT The parson of fe toun for sche was fair 

In purpos was to maken hire his hair 

Bofe of* his catel and his mesuage 

And strange he made it/ of" hire manage 3980 

his purpos was for to bistowe hire hye 

In to som worjji blood of' aunoetrie/ 

ffor holy chu-ches good moot' ben dispended 

On holy cherche blood faf is descended 3984 

Therfore he wolde his holy blood honoure/ 

jjough ])af ]je holy chirche scholde deuoure 

Gret" soken haf pis meller ouf of doute 

WiJ) whete and malf of att Jie land aboute/ 3988 
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114 GROUP A. §6. reeve's TALE. PetwoithMS. 

Wijj his typef bounden aboute his hede 

And she come aftere m a gite of rede 

And Symkyn had[de] hosen of fe same 

per durst no wijf clepe hur" buf dame 3956 

Was noon so hardy faf wenf by fe way 

]?af wi]) hir' dorsf ones rage or play 

Buf if he wold be sclayn of Symkyn 

Wi]j panade and wi]; knyf or boydekyn) 3960 

ffor lelous folk ben perylous euermoo 

Algates fei wolde her wyues wenden soo 

And eke for she was somdett smoterlioh 

She was as digne as water m a dicK 3964 

As ful of hoker and of bismare 

Hire J^oujte faf a lady shuld hir' spare 

Whaf for her kynrede and her nortelrie 

J)af she had lerned m fe Nonerie 3968 

A dou3tere had[de] fei bitwene hem twoo 

Of xx" jere wif-outen ony moo/ 

Sauyng* a childe fat was of half jere age 

In cradel if lay and was a propre page 3972 

This wenche thik and wel ygrowe was 

WiJ) Camoys nose and eyen as grey as glas 

WiJ) buttokes brode and brestes round and hie 

Buf ri9f faire was hur' heor I wil nof lye 3976 

IT The person of fe toune for she was so faire 

In pza'poos was to make hii' his aire 

Bo]) of his Catefl" and of his messuage 

And stratmge he made if of hur* manage 3980 

His parpoos was to bystowe hif hie 

Into som wor])i blood of Auncetne 

ffor holy churches good mosf be despended/ 

On holy chirche blood faf is descended/ 3984 

Therfore he wol(5 his holy blood honoMj'e [leaf 56] 

foo ])af he holy ohuiche shul(5 devoare 

Grete soken ha]) ])is meUere ouf of doute 

With whete and malt of al fe londe aboute 3988 
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114 GROUP A. § 6. reeve's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

With his tepet wonden aboute his hede 

And sche cam after m a gide of rede 

And simkyn hadd hosen of fe same 

Thare dorste no whiht clepen hire bot dame ,3956 

Was none so hardy fat wente be fe weie 

That dorste with hire ones rage or pleie 

Bot if he wolde be sleme of Simkynne 

Wiji panade or wi}) knyf or wi]> Boydekynne 3960 

ffor lelous folke bene perlous euer mo 

Al-gates Jiei wolde here wives wenden so 

And eke for sche was somdele smoterliche [leaf 49] 

Sche was as deyne as water in a diche 3964 

As ful of Hokere and of bismare 

Hir fouht fat a lady schold spare 

What for hire kinred and hire l^Tortelrie 

That sche had lerned m the Nonnerye 3968 

A doubter had fei be-twexe hem two 

Of twenty ^ere wif-outen any moo 

Sauemge a childe fat was of halfe 3ere age 

In cradel it ley. and was a propur page 3972 

f is wenche f ikke and wele y-groue was 

wif Camois nose and eyen . grei as glasse 

wif buttokes brode . and brestes rounde and hihe 

Bot rihte fane was hu-e here .1. vidl nouht lye 3976 

The parson of f e toune for sche was so faire 

In purpos was to make hire his hayre 

Bof e of his Catel and his Mesuage 

And strange he maade it for hire Mariage 3980 

His purpos was to be-stowe hire hye 

In to somme worf i blode of Auncestrie 

ffor holy cherche goode mot be despended 

On holy cherche blode fat is descended 3984 

Ther-fore he wolde bis holy blode honoure 

f ouhe fat holy cherche soholde deuoure 

Grete soken haf e f is meller oute of doute 

Wif wete and malte of al fe lande aboute 3988 
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And nameHclie / ther was a greet Collegge 

Men clepen the Soler lialle at CanteLregge 

Ther was hu" whete / and eek hir malt ygrounde 

And on a day / it happed m a stounde 3992 

Sik lay the Maunciple / on a maladye 

Men wenden wisly / that he sholde dye 

ifor which / this Millere / stal hothe male and corn 

An hundred tyme / moore than biforn 3996 

ffor ther hifom / he stal but curteisly 

But now / he was a theef outrageously 

ffor which / the wardeyn chidde and made fare 

But ther of / sette the MiUere nat a tare 4000 

He craketh boost / and swoor it was nat so 

^ Thaniie were ther / yonge poure clerkes two 

That dwelten in this halle / of which I seye 

Testif they were / and lusty for to pleye 4004 

And oonly / for hire myrthe and reuerye 

Vp on the wardeyn / bisUy they crye 

To yeue hem leue / but a litel stounde 

To goon to MUle / and seen hir com ygrounde 4008 

And hardily / they dorste leye hir nekke 

The Millere shold nat stele hem / half a pekke 

Of corn by sleighte / ne by force hem reue 

And at the laste / the wardeyn yaf hem leue 4012 

lohn highte that oon / and Aleyn heet that oother 

Of toun were they born / that highte Strother 

ffer in the Korth / I kan nat telle where 

V This Aleyn / maketh redy al his gere 4016 

And on an hors / the sak" he caste anon 

fforth goth Aleyn the clerk / and also loRii 

With good swerd' / and bokeler by hir side 

loEn knew the wey / hem neded no gyde 4020 

And at the MUle / the sak adoun he layth 

Aleyn spak first / al hayl Symon<J yfayth 

Hou fares thy faire doghter / and thy wyt 

f Aleyn welcome quod Symkyn / by my lyf< 4024 
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GROUP A. § 6. ebevb's tale. Hengwrt MS. 115 

And nameliche / ther was a greet Collegge 

Men olepeth / the soler halle of Cantebregge 

Ther was hir whete / and eek hir malt ygrounde 

And on a day / it happed m a stounde 3992 

Syk was this maunciple / on a maladie 

Men wenden wisly / pat he sholde dye 

ffor which this Millere / stal bothe mele and corn 

An hondred tyme / moore than biforn 3996 

ffor ther biforn / he stal but curteisly 

But now /he was a theef outrageously 

ffor which the wardeyn / chidde and made fare 

But ther-of / sette the Millere noght a tare 4000 

He craked boost / and swoor it was noght so 

Thanne were ther / yonge poure scolers two 

Thaf dwelten m the halle / of which I seye Deaf 52, back] 

Testyf they were / and lusty for to pleye 4004 

And oonly / for hir myrthe and reuerye 

Vp on the wardeyn / bisily they crye 

To yeue hem leue / but a litel stounde 

To go to MiUe / and seen hir corn ygrounde 4008 

And hardily / they dorste leye hir nekke 

The Millere / sholde noght stelen hem half a pekke 

Of corn by sleighte / ne by force hem reue 

And atte laste / the wardeyn yaf hem leue 4012 

loBn highte that oon / and Aleyn highte that oother 

Of oon town were they born / pat highte Strother 

ffer m the Iforth / I kan noght telle where 

This Aleyn / maketh redy al his gere 4016 

And on an hors / the sak he caste anon 

fforth gooth Aleyn the clerk/, and also loBn 

"With good swerd / and with bokeler by his syde 

lohn knew the wey / hym neded no gyde 4020 

And at the MOle / the sak adoun he layth 

f Aleyn spak firsf al hayl Symkyn m fayth 

How fares thy faire doghter / and thy wyf 

IT Aleyn wel come / quod Symkyn by my lyf 4024 
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GROUP A. § 6. bbeve's TALE. Cambridge MS. 115 

And namely pere was a gret college 

Men clepyth p" soler halle at cantebrege 

There was heyre whete & here malt I-grounde 

And on a day it happede m a stouwde 

Sek lay p" mauwoypele on a malady 

Men wendyn wisely pat he schulde dey 

ffor which this meUere stal bothe mele & corn 

An hundere tyme more pan be-forn 

ffor pere be-forn he stal but curteysly 

But now he was a thef outragyously 

ffor whych fe wardeyn schod & made fare 

But therof sette this meUere not a tare 

He crakyth host & swor it was not so 

Jjamne were there pore clerkys too 

That dwelledyn iu pia haUe of whiche I seyde 

Testyf fey were & lusty for to pleye 

And only for here myrthe & reuerye 

Vp on p" wardeyn besily fey crye 

To 3eue hem leue but a lite stourede 

To gon to melle / to sen here corn I-grourede 

And hardely fey durste leyn here nekke 

The mellere schulde not stele hem half a pekke 

Of corn be sleyghte ne be forse hew reue 

And at p" laste f " wardeyn 3af hem leue 

Ion highte pat on & aleyn hyghte pat op&r 

Of on toun were fey born pat hyghte strother 

ffer in the north I can not teUyn where 

This aleyn makyth redy al hese gere 

And on an hors he caste p" sak a-non 

Forth goth aleyn p" clerk & also Ion 

With good swerd & bokeler bi here syde 

Ion knew f e weye hem nedyth no gyde 

And at f ' melle f ' sak a-douw he leyth 

Aleyn spak fyrst alheyl symound m feyth 

How farys f yn fayre dou^tyr & thyn wif 

Aleyn welcome quod symkyn be myn lyf 
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GROUP A. § 6. kbeve's tale. Corpus MS. 115 

And nameUche fer was a gret collegge 

Men clepej) Jie Soler halle of Cantabregge 

Jjere was liexe whete and eet liere malf y-grounde 

And on a day it liappeJ3 m a stounde 3992 

Syk" lay fe manciple on a maladie/ 

Men -wenden wisly faf he scliulde dye 

ffor wMch. fis meUere stal bofe mele and com 

An hundred tyme more Jjanne biforn [loaf sb, bacio 

ffor Jjer Mfom lie stal buf curteysly 

But" now lie was a theef" outrageously 

ffor wMcL Jie wardem oHdde and made fare/ 

Buf Jier-of* sette )ie meUer nougfif a tare/ 4000 

lie crakede bost and swor it was nought" so/ 

Tbanne were fere-jonge scoleres tuo 

Thaf dwelten in f e lialle of" which I seye 

Testyf" ])sy were and lusty for to pleye 4004 

And oonly for here mirthe and reuerye 

vpon fe wardein bisUy ]?ei crye 

To ^ifi hem leue buf a litel stounde 

To go to melle and seen here corn y-grounde 4008 

And hardily Jiei dorste leye here nekte 

The meUere sohulde naf stele hem half" a pekke/ 

Of" corn ne by sleighf ne by force hem Eeue 

And atte laste fe wardeyn yaf" hem leue 4012 

lohn highf faf oon and alayn highf pa,V oJ)er 

Of" 00 toun were pei born fat highte strother 

ffer m the ITorth I can not* telle where 

This alayn makejj redy aft his gere 4016 

And on an hors Jie sak" he cast anon 

fforjj go]) alayn fe clerk and also lohn 

Wi]) good swerd and wi]? bokeler by his syde 

lohQ knew fe wey him needede no guyde/ 4020 

And atte melle fe sak a doun he layth 

Alaia spak" iirsf . alhaU Symofi in faij; 

how fares Jii faire doughter and fi wyf" 

Alayn welcome qwod Symkyn by my lyf 4024 
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GROUP A. § 6. bbbve's tale. Petwofth MS. 116 

And namely per was a grete colege 

Men clepen jje solere halle atte Cauntebrigge 

Ther was her whete and eke her malf ygrounde 

And on a day it" happed in a stounde 3992 

Sik lay fe manciple on a maladie 

Mon wenden wishly fat" he shuld[e] d3^e 

ffor whiohe Jie MiUere stale bo]) mele and corn 

An hundred tyme more fan byfoni 3996 

ffor fer byforne he stale buf ourteisly 

Buf nowe he was a feef outrageously 

ffor which fe wardeyne chidde and made fare 

Buf f erof sette fe MiUere nof a tare 4000 

He craked booste and swore it was nof soo/ 

fan were fere yoiige scolers two 

Thaf dwelten in f e halle of which I seie 

Teestif f ei were and lusty forto pleye 4004 

And only for her mertE and reverye 

Vpon f e wardeyn bisUy f ei crie 

To 3eue hem leue buf a litel stounde 

To goo to melle and se her corn y-grouade 4008 

And hardely f ei dorsf lay her nekke 

f e MUlere shuliS nof stele hem half a pekke 

Of corn ne by sleighf ne by force hem reue 

And af fe lasf fe wardeyn jaf hem leue 4012 

lohfi highf faf oon an Aleyn hijf fat of ei' 

Of oon toune were f ei born faf hight[e] strother' 

fferre m f e norf e I can nof telle where 

This Aleyn makef redy al his gere 4016 

And on an hors f e sak he casf anon 

fforf gof Aleyn f e Clerc and also lohn 

Wif good swerde and bokeler" by her side 

loKn knewe f e way hym neded no gyde 4020 

And atte MUle f e Sak a doune he laith Deaf oo, back] 

Alayn spake iirsf alhaiUe Symonde m faif 

How faref f i fare dou^tere and f i wiff 

Aleyn welcome quod Symkyn be my liff" 4024 
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GROUP A. § 6. reeve's tale. Lansdowne MS. 115 

And namely f er was a grete College 

Men clepen f e solier halle att Cantabregge 

There was hir whete and eke his malte ygroiuzde 

And on a daye it happide on a stounde 

Seeke laie f e Maunciple on a Maledye 

Men wenden wisly fat he scholde deye 

ffor whiche f is meUer stale bof e mele and come 

An hundref time more fan be-forne 

ffor fere be-forne he stale hot curteysly 

Bot nowe he was a f ef outrageou[s]ly 

ffor whiche f e wardeme chidde and made fare 

Bot fere-of sette f e MeUer nouht a tare 

He crakke host a7id swore it was nouht soo 

Than were fere ^onge scolers tuo 

That dwelten in f e hal of whiche .1. seye 

Testif f ei were and lusti for to pleie 

And oonely for her mirf e atid reuelrie 

Vppon f e wardeme besely f ei crie 

To jeue hem leue bot a litel stounde 

To goone to melle and seen her corne y-grounde 

And hardely f ei dorst leme her" neke 

f e MeUer sehold nouht stele hem half a pekke 

Of corne ne be sleihte ne be force heme reue 

And att f e laste f e wardeme jaf hem leue 

lohn hight fat one and Aleyne hiht fat of ere 

Of one towne were f ei borne fat hiht strof ere 

ffer m f e ISTorf e .1. can nouht tel where 

This Aleme Makef redi all his gere 

And one an hors fis sak he cast anone 

fforfe gof e Aleyne f e clerke and also lone 

Wif good swerde and wif bokeler be his side 

lohfi knewe f e weie him nedef no gide 

And att f e melne f e sakke adoune he laythe 

Alayn spak first al haile Simonde m fayf e 

Howe faref f i faire doubter and f i wife 

Alayne welcome q?«od Simkm be my life 
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And loEn also / how now / what do ye heer 

'S Symond' quod lohfl / hy god nede has na peer 

Hym hoes serue hym seine / that has na swayn [leaf «, back] 

Or elles / he is a fool / as elerkes sayn 4028 

Ours Manciple / I hope / he wil he deed 

Swa werkes ay / the wanges m his heed 

And forthy / is I come / and eek Alayn 

To grynde onre corn / and cane it ham agayn 4032 

I pray yow / spede vs heythen that ye may 

IT It shal he doon / quod Symkyn hy my fay 

What wol ye doon / whil that it is in hands 

IT By God / right hy the hopux wil I stande 4036 

Quod lofin / and se / how that the corn gas In 

Yet saugS I neuere / hy my fader kyn 

How that the hopur / wagges til and fra 

f Aleyn answerde / loSfi wiltow swa 4040 

Thanne wil I he hynethc / hy my croun 

And se / how fat the Mele falles doun 

In to the trough / that sal he my disport" 

ffor lohn yfaith / I may heen of youre sorf 4044 

I IS / as ille a Millere / as are ye 

^ This Millere / smyled of hir nycetee 

And thoghte / al this nys doon / hut for a wyle 

Tliey wene / pat no man may hem higile 4048 

But hy my thrift / yet shal I hlere hir eye 

ffor al the sleighte / in hir PhUosophye 

The moore queynte crekes / that they make 

The moore wol I stele / whan I take 4052 

In stide of flour / yet wol I yeue hem hren 

The gretteste elerkes / heen noght wisest men 

As whilom to the wolf / thus spak the Mare 

Of al lur Arf [ne] counte I noghf a tare 4056 

IT Out at the dore / he gooth ful pryuely 

Whan fat he saugh / his tyme softely 

He looketh vp and doun / til he hath founde 

The elerkes hors / ther as it stood yhounde 4060 

ELLESMEKE 116 



And loBii also / how now / what do ye here 

IT By god quod lohn-/ Symond nede has na peere 

Hym hihoues serue hym self / pat has na swayn 

Or ellis / he is a fool / as elerkes sayn 

Oure maunciple / I hope he wol he deed 

Swa werkes ay / the wanges m his heed 

And. ther-fore is I come / and eek Alayn 

To grynde oure corn / and cane it heem agayn 

I pray yow / speed vs heythen / what ye may 

f It shal he doon / quod SjTukyn hy my fay 

What wol ye doon / whil fat it is in hande 

By god / right hy the hoper / wol I stande 

Quod lohn / and se how the corn gas In 

Yet saw I neuere / by my fader kyn 

How fat the hoper / wagges til and fra 

f Aleyn answerde / lohan wiltow swa 

Thanne wol I he hyneth / hy my crown 

And se / how fat the mele falles down 

In to the trogh / that sal he my desporf 

ffor lohn m faith / I may heen of youre sorf 

I is as ille a Millere / as ar ye 

^ This Millere / smyled of hir nycetee 

And thoghte / al this nys doon / hut for a wyle 

They wene / fat no man may hem higile 

But hy my thrift / yet shal I hlere hir lye 

ffor al the sleighte / in hir Phislophye 

The moore queynte crekys / fat they make 

The moore wol I stele / whan I take 

In stede of flour / yet wol I yeue hem hren 

The grettest elerkes / heen noght the wisest men 

As whilom to the wolf" thus spak the mare 

Of al hir arf counte I noght a tare 

Out of the dore / he gooth ful pryuely 

Whan fat he saugh his tyme / softely 

He looketh vp and doun / til he hath founde 

The elerkes hors / ther as it stood yhounde 
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And lohn also how now what do je here 

Symond quod lohn hi god nede has no pere 

He muste serue hym self fat has no sweyn 

Or eUis he is a fol as olerkis seyn 

Oure mauKciple I hope he wele he ded 

Swa werkis ay / f ^ wangis m hese hed 

And f erfore is I come & ek aleyn 

To grynde oure corn & cane it hom a-geyn 

I prey 30W spede vs hene as je may 

It schal he don quod symkyn he myn fay 

What wel 36 don whil fat it is in hande 

By god ryjt hy f ^ hopyr wele I stande 

Quod Ion & sen how f ^ corn goth m 

3it saw I neuere he myn fadir kyn 

How fat f e hopir wagis to & fra 

Aleyw answerede & seyde wist f ou swa 

Thawne wele I he heneth hi myn croun 

And sen how fat f ^ mele fallyth don 

In to f e trow fat schal hen myn dysporf 

ffor lohn yfayth I may hen of jore sort 

I IS as ille a mellere as is 30 

This mellere smylede of here nysetee 

And thou3te al f is it nys don hut for a wyle 

They wene fat no man may hem he-gyle 

But he myn thryft / jit wele I hlere here ye 

ffor al f e sley3te m here philosofye 

The more queynte crokede fat fey make 

The more wele I stele whan I take 

In stede of flowr / 3it wele I 3eue hem hren 

The gretteste clerkys hen not wyseste men 

As whilom to f e wolf f us spak f e mare 

Of al here art I eou«te not a tare 

Out at f e dore he goth ful pryuyly 

Whan fat he saw hese tyme softely 

He lokyth vp & douK tyl he haue foimde 

The clerkys hors fere as it stod I-hounde 
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And loBn also how now whaf do 36 heere 

By god quod loEn Symond neede haf no peers 

him hihoues serue himselP fat" has na swayn 

Or eUes he is a felt' as clerkes sayn 

Oure manciple I hope he wil he deed 

Swa werkes him ay fe wanges in his heed 

And ferfore is I come and eefc alayn 

To grynde oure corn and cane it ham agayn 

I pray you speedes vs heithen fat 30 may 

It" sohal he don quod Symkyn hy my fay 

"What" wil 36 doon whil jjat if is m hands 

By god right" hy J)e hoper wil I stande 

QuoJ) lohan and se how gates Jie corn gas Inne 

Bit" saugh I neuer hy my fader kynne 

how Jiaf fe hoper wagged til and fra 

Alayn answerde lohn and wiltow swa 

Than wil I be hynefe hy my croune 

And se how gates fe mele falles a doune 

In-til fe trough Jjaf sal he my disporte 

Quod lohfl m faath I may hen of* 30ur sorte 

I is as ille a melle as ere 30 

This mellere smylede at here nycete 

And Jjoughf al fis nys don hut" for a wUe 

They wene fat" no man hem may hegyle 

But" by my frift" yit" schal I blere here ye 

ffor al Jie sleigBt" in here phUosophie 

The more quemte crekes fat" fay make/ 

The more wol I stele whan I take 

In stede of" flour 3if wol I yeue hem hrenne/ 

The grettest" clerkes ben nought" f e wisest menne 

As whilom to f e wolf" f us spak" f e mare 

Of" aft here arte counte I nou3t' a tare/ 

f Out" of" f e dore he gof ful priuely 

Whan fat" he saugh his time softely 

he lokef vp and doun tU he haf founds 

The clerkes hors f er as it stood yhounde 

CORPUS 116 



And lohii also how nowe what" do 36 here 
By god quod loKn Symond' nede haf no pare 
Hym byhouef serue hy?ra self f at" haf no swayn 

4028 Or ellis he is a fool as clerkes sayne 
Our manciple I hope he wil he dede 
Swa worohen hym ay f e wanges in his hede 
And f erfore is I commen and eke Aleyfi 
[leaf 5Y] To Grynde our corn and cane hit" hom' ageyn 
We prey 30U spede vs hepen fat" 36 may 
It" shal be done quod Symkyn be my fay 
What" wil 3e done while f at" if is m hande 

40-36 By God ri3f by the hoper wil I stande 

Quod lohn and see how gates f e corn gof Inne 
Jif sagh I neuere be my fadere kynne 
How f af f e hoper waggef til and fraye 

4040 Aleyn Answerd' lohan wiltowe swaye 
fan wil I be hynef e by my croune 
And se howe gate the mele faUes ad own 
Into f e trough f af shal be my disporf 

4044 Quod lohn in faath I may bene of 30ur' sorte 

I IS as il a Miller as is 3e 
This Millere smyled of her nycete 
And f ou3f al f is is don buf for a wile 

4048 f 61 wene f af no man may hem hygyle 
Buf by my f riff 3if shal I blere her ye 
ffor al f e slei3f m her philosophie 
The more queynte Clerkes f af f ei make 

4052 f e more wil I stele whan I take 

In stede of fioure 3it wil I 3eue hem brenne 
The grettesf clerkes ben nof f e wisest men 
As whilom to f e woH f us spake f e mare 

4056 Of aUe her arte counte I nou3f a tare 
Ouf af fe Dore he gof ful priuely 
Whan f af he seghe his tyme softely 
He lokef vp and doune til he haf founde 

4060 The Clerkes hors fer as he stode yhounde 

2 H PETWORTH 116 



4028 



4032 



4036 



4040 



4044 



4048 



4052 



4056 

[leaf 57] 



4060 



And lohn also howe nowe what do 36 here 

Be god quod lohn . Simond . nede haf e no pere 

Him be-houef serue him self fat haf e no sweyne 

Or eUes he is a foole as clerkes seme 

Oure Maunciple .1. hope he wil he dede 

Swa werkes him f e wanges m his hede 

And fere-fore es .1. come and alswa Aleme 

To grmde oure corne and cane it ham a3eine 

.1. prei 30we spede vs hef en fat 3e maye 

It schal be done qMod Simkm be my faye 

IT What witt 3e done while fat it is m hande 

Bed god . rUit be f e hoper will .1. stande 

Quod lohn and see howe f e corne gof e Inne 

3it sawe .1. neuer be my fader kmne 

Howe fat f e hoper wagges till and fra 

Aleyne Ansewerd lohn wil-tow swa 

Than wil .1. be by-nefe be my croune 

And see howe gates f e mele falles adowne 

In-titt f e troughe fat schatt be my disporte 

Quod lohn m faaf e .1. es al of 30wre sorte 

.1. es as il a Mehiere as es 36 

This MeUere smyled of here Nicite 

And f ouht al f is nys done hot for a wyle 

f ei weene fat no man may fern be-gile 

Bot be my f reft 3it schal .1. blere here eye 

ifor al f e sleight m hire philosophic 

f e moo qwemte crekes fat f ei make 

f e more wil .1. stele whan .1. take 

In stede of flowre 3it wiU .1. 3eue hem branne 

The grettest clerke ne is nou3t f e wiseste manne 

As whilome to f e wolfe f us spak f e mare 

Of al hire arte counte .1. nouhte a tare 

Oute att f 6 dore he gof e ful prtuelye 

Whan fat he sawhe his time softly 

He lokef e vp and doune tU he haue founde 

The clerkes hors fere as it stode hounde 
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GROUP A. § 6. reeve's tale. Ellesmere MS, 117 

Bihynde the Mille / vnder a lefsel 

And to the hors / he goth hym faire and wel 

He strepeth of the brydel / rig&t anon 

And whan the hors was laus / he gynneth gon 4064 

Toward the fen / ther wilde Mares renne 

fforth with wehee / thurgh thikke and thurgh thenne 

IT This Millere gooth agayn / no word he seyde 

But dooth his note / and with the clerkes pleyde 4068 

Til that hir corn / was fau-e and weel ygrounde 

And whan the Mele / is satked and ybounde 

This loBn goth out and fynt his hors away 

And gan to crie / harrow and weylaway 4072 

Oure hors is lorn / Alayn for goddes banes 

Stepe on thy feef com out man al atanes 

Alias / our wardeyn / has his palfrey lorn rieaf iis] 

This Aleyn al forgaf / hothe Mele and corn 4076 

Al was out of his mynde / his housbondrie 

What whilk" way is he geen / he gan to cne 

^ The wyf cam lepynge Inward with a ren 

She seyde alias / youre hors goth to the fen 4080 

With wilde mares / as faste as he may go 

Vnthank come on his hand / that boond hym so 

And he fat bettre / sholde han knyt the reyne 

IT Alias quod Aleyn / for cnstes peyne 4084 

Lay doun thy swerd / and I wil myn alswa 

I IS ful wight god waaf as is a raa 

By god[des] herte / he sal nat scape vs bathe 

Why nadstow pif the Capul m the lathe 4088 

Ilhayl / by god Aleyn / thou is a fonne 

^ This sely clerkes / han ful faste yronne 

To-ward the fen / bothe Aleyn and eek lofin 

% And whan the Millere / saiigB fat they were gon 4092 

He half a busshel / of hu flour hath take 

And bad his wyf / go knede it in [a] cake 

He seyde / I trowe the clerkes were afercS 

Yet kan a Millere / make a clerkes bercS 4096 

EILESMEKE 117 



GROUP A. § 6. reeve's tale. Hengwrt MS. 117 

Bihynde the MUle / vnder a leefsel 

And to the hors / he gooth hym faire and wel 

He strepeth of the bridel / right anon 

And whan the hors was laus / he gynneth gon 4064 

Toward the fen / ther wilde mares renne 

And forth with wehe / thurgh thikke and thenne 

This Millere gooth ayem / no word he seyde 

But dooth his note / and with the clerkes pleyde 4068 

Til fat hir corn / was faire and. wel ygrounde 

And whan the mele / was sakked and ybounde 

f This loEn gooth out* and fynt his hors away 

And gan to crye / harrow and weilaway 4072 

Oure hors is lost" . Alayn for goddes banes 

Step on thy feet / com of man al atanes 

Alias oure wardeyn / has his paHrey lorn 

IT This Alayn al forgaf bothe mele and corn 4076 

Al was out of his mynde / his housbondrye 

What whilk wey is he gane / he gan to crye 

f The wyf cam lepyng* Inward with a ren 

She seyde alias / youre hors gooth to the fen 4080 

With wilde mares / as faste as he may go 

Vnthank come on his hand / fat boond hym so 

And he fat bettre / sholde haue knyt the reyne [leaf 6s, bacK] 

IT Alias quod loSfl / Aleyn for Cnstes peyne 4084 

Lay doun thy swerd / and I wol myn alswa 

I is ful wight / God waaf as is a ra 
By god herf he sal nat scape vs bathe 

Why ne had thow / pit the capil m the lathe 4088 

II hail / by god Alayn / thow is a fonne 
IT This sely clerkes / haan ful faste yronne 
Toward the fen / bothe Alayn and eek loM 

And whan the Millere seigh / fat they were gon 4092 

He half a busshel / of hir flour hath take 

And bad his wyf / go knede it m a cake 

He seyde I trowe / the clerkes were aferd 

Yet kan a Millere / maken a clerkes herd 4096 
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GROUP A. § 6. reeve's tale. Cambridge 



117 



Be-hymde f e melle vndyr a leuesel 

And to f e hors he goth fayre & wel 

He strepith of f e brydil ryght a-non 

And wha-re fe hors was los he gy«nyth gon . 4064 

Toward f e fen fere wilde marys renne [leaf iss, back] 

And forth witA wehe f oar theke & thorw thewne 

This meUere gooth a-jen / no word he seyde 

But doth his note & with f e clerkis pleyede 4068 

Til fat here corn was wel & fayre grouwde 

And whan f e mele is salkyd & I-bouwde 

This lotn goth out & fynt his hors away 

And gan to crye harow & weyleaway 4072 

Oure hors is lorn aleyn for godys bonys 

Step on thyw foof Aleyn come of atonys 

Alias oure wardeyn has hese paKrey lorn 

This aleyn for-gaf bothe mele & corn 4076 

Al was out of hese mynde hese hosebondrye 

What whedir is he gon he gan to crye 

The wyf cam lepymge inward wt'tft a ren 

Sche seyde alas 30ure hors goth to f e fen 4080 

Wyth wylde marys as faste as sche may go 

Vn-thank come on hese hand fat bond hym so 

And he fat betere schnlde a knyt f e reyne 

AUas qwod aleyn for crystis peyne 4084 

Ley douw f yn swerd / & I wele myn al swa 

I IS ful wy3t god woot as is a raa 

By goddis herte / he schal nat skape vs baf e 

Whi ne haddist f ou pit f e capyl in f e lathe 4088 

Tile hayl aleyn be god f ou is a fonne 

These sely clerkis han ful faste I-ronne 

Toward f e fen / bothe aleyn & ek lofin 

And whaw fe meUere saw fat fey were gon 4092 

He half a buschel of here flour bath take 

And bad hese wif gon knede it in a kake 

He seyde I trowe f e clerkys were a-feiyd 

5it can a mellere make a clerkys herd 4096 
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Behynde fe mille viider a leuesel 

And to Jie hors he go]) him faire and wel 

he strepef of" fe hridel righf anooa 

And -whan fe hors was laus he gynnej) gooiD 

Toward fe fen faie wilde mares renne/ 

And forth with wehe Jionigh jjikke and fiorugh fenne 

This meller gojj agayn no word he sayde 

Buf doj) his note and wij) hise clerkes pleyde [leat 67, back] 

Til Jjaf hire corn was faire and wel y-grounde 

And whan Jie mele is sakked and y-boiinde 

This lohn go]) ouf and fynf his hors away 

And gan to crye harrow and weylaway 

Ouxe hors is losf Alayn for goddes banes 

Steppe on J)i feef com of man al afr anes 

Alias oure wardem has his palfray lorn 

This aleyn al forgat" hofe mele and com 

Al was onf of his mynde his housbondrye 

Whaf whilk wey is he gon he gan to crye 

The wyf cam leepyng* inward af a ren 

Sche seyde alias jour hors goth in Jie fen 

"With wilde mares as faste as he may goo 

Vnthank' come on his hand faf bond hmi so 

And he faf bettre soholde haue knyf fe reyne 

Alias quod. lohn Alayn for cristes peyne 

lay doun J)i swerd and I wol myn alswa 

I IS ful swiff god waf as is a Ea 

By goddes harte he sal nonjt scape vs bafe 

Why ne had fou put" fe caple in fe lathe 

IlhaOle by godde alayn ])ou is a fonne 

Thise sely clerkes han fulfaste y-ronne 

Toward fe fen bofe alayn and eek* lohn 

And whan Jje Mellere seigh faf fei were gon 

he half a buissehel of here corn haji take 

And bad his wijf go knede if in a cake 

And seide I trowe Jie clerkes weren aferd 

Yef kan a mellere make a clerkes berd 
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Behinde J)e mylle vndere a leneselle 

And to ])e hors he goji hym faire and welle 

He strepef of fe bridel rijf anon 

And whan Jie hors is louse he gynnej) to gon 

Toward' Jie fenne where wilde Mares renne 

And forjie-wiji Jiorgh Jiikke and J)orgB Jienne 

This Mellere goji ageyn no word he seide 

Buf doJ) his note and wiJ) J)ise clerkes pleide 

Til faf her corn was faire and welle ygrounde 

And whan Jie mele is sakked and ybounde 

This lohn goji oute and fonde her hors away 

And gan to crie harowe and walowway 

Our hors is losf aleyn for goddis banes/ 

Steppe on Jii fete come of man / al af anes 

AH as our wardeyn haj; our palfray lorn 

This Aleyn forgate boji mele and corn 

Al was ouf of his mynde his husbondrie 

Whaf whilk" way is he gon he gan to crie 

pe wif come lepmge inward' at a renne 

She seide alas joure hors goJi to fe fenne 

With wilde mares as fasf as he may goo 

Viifonke come on his honde J)af bonde hjm soo/ 

And he Jiaf better shuld' haue knette Jie reyfl 

Alias quod lohn Aleyn for cnstes peyn 

Lay doune Ji swerde and I wil myn alswaa 

I IS ful swift god wate as is a Eaa 

By goddes herf he shal nof scape vs bathe 

Whi ne had J)ou putte fe Capel m Jie lathe 

Ilhaile by god Aleyn Jou is a fonne 

Thise sely clerkes han ful fasf yronne 

Touard' Jie fenne boJ)eii aleyn an eke lohn 

And whan Jie MUler' segh Jiaf J)ei were gofl 

He half a busshel of her floure haji take [leaf 

And bad his wif go knede if in a cake 

And seide I trowe Jie clerkes weren a-ferde 

Jif kan a Miller make a clerkes beerde 
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Be-hinde ])e MUle vnder a leuesel 

And to J)e hors he go]) him feire and wel 

He strepej) of J)e bridel riht a-none 

Whan fe hor[s] was laus he gmnep to gone 

Toward Jie fenne Jiere wilde mares renne 

And forjje wife wehe foruhe ])ikke and J)oruh ])enne 

This mellere go])6 ajem no worde he seide 

Bot do]) his note and wi]) his clerkes pleide 

Til fat her come was faire and wele ygrounde 

And whan Jie mele is sakked and ybounde 

This lohn goje owte and finde]) his hors aweie 

And gan to one harrowe and walaweie 

Oure hors is loste Aleme for goddes banes 

Steppe on J)i fete man come of al att anes 

Alas oure wardeme has his palfraie lome 

This Aleme al for-jat bojie mele and come 

Al was owte of his mynde his hosbandrie 

What whilke waye es he gane he gan to crye 

The vpife cam lepemge mwarde att a renne 

Sche seide Alas joure hors gojie to J)e fenne 

Wiji wUde mares as faste as he may go 

Ynjianke com on his hand Jian bonde him so 

And he Jiat better scholde haue knet Jie Eeyne 

Alias quoi lohn Aleme for cristes peine 

Lay doune Jii swerde . and I wil myne alswa 

.1. es ful swift god wate as is a ra 

Be goddes hert he sal not scape vs bajie 

Whi ne hadde J)ou putte ])e capel in ])e lafe 

II a hayle be god aleyne J)OU es a grete fonne 

Thes sely Clerkes han ful fast ronne 

To-warde Jie fenw bothen Aleyne and eke loKn 

And whan J)e MeUer sihe fat fei were gone 

He half a busschel of her flour hafe take 

And bad his wife go knede it in a kake 

And seide .L trowe fe clerkes weren aferd 

jit can a meller Make a clerkes berde 
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118 GEOUP A. § 6. bbbve's tale. Ellesmere MS. 

£Ebr al his Arf now lat hem goon hir weye 

Lo wher they goon / ye lat the children ploye 

They gete hym nat so lightly / by my croun 

^ Thise sely clerkes / rennen vp and doun 

WitJi keepe / keepe / stand' / stand' / lossa warderer 

Ga whistle thou / and I shal kepe hjm heere 

Buf shortly / til that it was verray nyghf 

They konde nat / though they do al hir myghf 

Hir capul cacche / he ran alwey so faste 

Til m a dych / they caughte hym atte laste 

Tilery and weef as beest is in the reyn 

' ' Comth sely John / and with him comth Aleyn 
AUas quod lohn / the day that I was born 
i^Tow are we dryue / til hethyng* and til scorn 
Oure corn is stoln / me wil vs fooles calle 
Bathe the wardeyn / and oure felawes alle 
And namely / the Millere weylaway 
T[ Thus pleyneth lohn / as he gooth by the way 
Toward the Mille / and bayard in his bond' 
The Millere / sittynge / by the fyr he fond' 
ffor it was nyghf and forther myghte they noghf 
But for the loue of god / they hym bisoghti 
Of herberwe and of ese / as for hir peny 
% The Millere seyde agayn / if ther be eny 
Swich as it is / yet shal ye haue youre part/ 
Myn hous is streif but ye ban lerned Arf 
Ye konne by Argumentz / make a place 
A myle brood / of twenty foot of space 
Lat se now / if this place may sufiise 
Or make it rowm with speohe / as m youre gise 
lyOw Symond' / seyde lohn / by semt Cutberd- 
-'- ' Ay is thou myrie / and this is faire answercJ 
I haue herd seyd / man sal taa / of twa thynges 
Slyk as he fyndes / or taa slyk as he brynges 
But specially / I pray thee boost deere 
Get vs som mete and drynke / and make ys cheere 

ELLESMERE 118 



118 GROUP A. § 6. reeve's tale. Hengwrt MS. 

ffor al his arf ye lat hem goon hir weyo 

Lo where he gooth / ye lat the children pleye 

They gete hym noght so lightly / by my croun 

4100 IT Thise sely clerkes./ rennen vp and doun 
: With keep / keep / stand / stand / lossa warderere 

Ga whistle thow / and I sal kepe hym heere 
But shortly / til Jiat it was verray nyghf 

4104 They koude noghf thogh they dide al hir myghf 
Hir capyl cacche / he ran alwey so faste 
Til m a dych / they caughte hym at the laste 
IT Wery and weef as beest is m the reyn 

4108 Comth sely lohn / and with hym comth Aleyn 
Alias quod lohfl / the day fat I was bom 
Ifow ar we dryuen / til hethyng and til scorn 
Oure corn is stole / men wil vs foolis calle 

4112 Bothe the wardeyn / and oure felawes alle 
And namely the Millere / weilawey 
IT Thus pleyneth loSfi / as he gooth by the wey 
Toward the Mille / and Bayard m his bond 

4116 The Millere / sittyng by the fyr he fond 

ffor it was nyghf and ferther myghte they noghf 
But for the loue of god / they hym bisoghf 
Of herberwe and of ese / as for hir peny 

4120 IT The Millere seide agayn / if ther be eny 
Swich as it is / yet shal ye haue youre parf 
Mjn hous is streyf but ye ban lerned arf 
Ye kan by argumentz / make a place 
A myle brood / of twenty foot of space 
Lat se now / if this place may sufifise 
Or make it rowm with speche / as is youre gyse 
IT Ifow Symond seyde this loBfi / by semt Cutberd' 
Ay is thou myrie / and that is faire answerd 
I haue herd seye / men sal tak* of twa thynges 
Swilk as he fyndes / or tab swilk as he brynges 
But specialy / I pray thee boost deere 

4132 Get vs som mete and drynke / and make vs cheere 
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118 GEOTO A. § 6. eeevh's tale. Cambridge MS. 

ffor al here art now lat hem gon here woye 

Lo where he goth Jiat lat fe cbilderyw pleye 

They gete hym not so ly^tely / be myn croun 

These sely clerkys rennew vp & doun 4100 

Wyth kep kep / stand stand stand lossa ware f e rere [leaf i89] 

Ga whystele thow & I schal kepe hymm here 

But schortly til fat it was veray nyght 

They coude not Thow they don al here myjt 4104 

Here capil cache he .ran al wey so faste 

Tyl m a dych fey caughte hym at fe laste 

Wery & wet as beste is m f e reyn 

Comyth sely ion & with hym comyth aleyn 4108 

AUas quod loSn fe day fat I was born 

Ifow are we dreuyn tyl hethng & to scorn 

Oure corn is stole men wele vs folys calle 

Bofe fe wardayn & oure felas alle 4112 

And namely f e mellere weyleawey 

Thus pleynyth lohn as he goth be f e wey 

Toward f e meUe / & bayard m hese bond 

The mellere sittywge by fe fyr he fond 4116 

ffor it was ny3t & {6v]iere my^te fey nought 

Buf for f e loue of god fey hym be-sought 

Of herberwe & of ese for here peny 

The mellere seyde a-geyn ^if fere be eny 4120 

Swich as it is jit schal je haue jozire part 

Myn hous is streyt but je hare lernede arf 

3e ouwne with argumewtis make a place 

A myle brod of twewty fote of space 4124 

Let se now jrf f is space may suffyse 

Or make it roum with speche as is jowre gyse 

K"ow symond seyde lohn be seynt Cutbert 

Ay art fou merye & fis is fayre answeryd 4128 

I haue herd seyd men schal tan of too thywgis 

Swich as he fynd or take swich as he brywgis 

But specially I preye f e hoot & deere 

Gete vs sum mete & drynk & make vs chere 4132 
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118 GROUP A. § 6. reeve's tale. Corpus MS. 

ffor att his arf yef laf hem gon here weye 

Lo where he goj) ye laf pe children pleye 

They gete him noughf so lightly by my croun 

Thise seely elerkes rennen vp and doun 

With keep. keep, stand, stand, lossa. warderere / 

Ga whistel Jjou and I schal keepe him heere 

Buf schortly til if was verray mghf 

They ooujie noughf fough jjei dede aft here mighf ['«af bs] 

here capel cacche he ran alwey so faste , 

Til in a diche fei caughf him atte laste 

"Wery and wef as heesf is m j>e rayn 

Come)) seely John and with him comf alayn 

IT Alias quod lohn ]>& day J)af I was born 

Ifow ere we drynen til hethmg' and til scorn 

Oure corn is stole men wU vs fooles caUe 

Bojie fe wardem and oure felawes alle 

And namely fe meller weylawey 

Thus pleynef lohan as he go]; by fe wey 

Toward fe meUe and bayard ui his hond 

The meller sittyng* by Jie fyr he fond 

ffor if was nyghf and ferfer mighf he noughf 

Buf for fe loue of god fei him bisought 

Of herberwe and oi' eese as for here peny 

The mellere seyde agayn if' fer be eny 

Such as if is 3it schal 3e haue joure parf 

Myn hous is streif buf ^e han lerned arf 

3e can by argumentes make a place 

A myle brood of' twenty foote of space 

laf se now if" Jiis place mow sufifise 

Or make it rowmere with speche as is joure gyse 

E"ow Symond seyde Jiis lohn by semt Cuthberd 

As is Jjou mery and paf is fane answerd 

I haue herd say men sal take of tua fuiges 

Swilk" as he fyndes or take swilk* as he brynges/ 

Buf specially I pray fe ooste deere 

Gete Ts som mete and drynk" and mafc ys cheere 

CORPUS 118 
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118 GROUP A. § 6. reeve's tale. Petworth MS. 

ffor al her arte jif laf hem gon her way 

Lo wher Jjei gon ^e laf Jie children play 

They gete hini nof so lightly by my croun 

Thise sely elerkes rennen vp and doun 4100 

With kepe. kepe. stonde. stonde. lossa warderere 

Ga qwistel jou I shal kepe hjm here 

Buf shortely til if was verrey ny3t 

fei coujie nof foughe Jiei did al her myjf 4104 

feire Capel cauche he ranne alway so fasf 

Til m a dicche Jjei caughf him at fe lasf 

Wery and wete as beestis m Jje reyne 

CommeJ) sely lohn and wif hym coTOmef aleyn 4108 

Alias quod John fe day Jjaf I was born 

!N"ow6 are we dryuen til hejjing* and to scorn 

Our corn is stoUe men wil vs foles calle 

Bo]) fe wardeyn and our felawes alle 4112 

And namely jje Meller' weylawaye 

J)us pleynej) lohn as he goTp by fe waye 

Toward' the Melle and baiard' m his honde 

The MUlere sitting* by fe fire he fonde 4116 

ffor if was nyghf and ferfer myghf he noujf 

Buf for fe loue of god fei hym bisoujf 

Of harborowe and of ease as for her penye 

])6 MUlere seide a^ein if jjer be enye 4120 

Such as if IS jete shal je haue joure parte 

Myn hous is streite buf ^e han lerned arte 

Je can by argumente make a place 

A myle brode of xx" fete of space 4124 

Laf se nowe if fis place may suffise 

Or make it rowmer wif speche as is ^our gise 

IsTow SymoncJ seide ]3is lohfi be seynf Cutberd' 

Ay IS |iou mery . and fat is faire answerde 4128 

I haue herde seye men shal taken of two fmgges [leaf ss] 

Such as he flnf or take such as he bringes 

But specialy I prey fee hooste dere 

Gete vs some mete and drink and make vs chere 4132 

PETWORTH 118 



118 GROUP A. § 6. reeve's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

ffor al his arte jit late hem gone hne weie 

Lo where he gof e je latt f e children pleie 

Thei get him nouht so Hhtly be my crowne 

feis seli elerkes rennen vp and doune 4100 

wif kepe kepe stande stande .lossa warderere 

Ga whistil f ou and .1. schal kepe him here 

Bot schortly til it was verrei nyht 

fei coufe nouhte fouhe f ei dide al her myht 4104 

Hir caple cache he ran alwei so faste 

Til m a diche f ei cauht him att f e laste 

wery and wete as best is m f e reine 

Comef sely lohn . and with him commef Aleme 4108 

IT Alas quod loEn f e daie fat .1. was borne 

Nowe er we dreuen til hef mge and tU scoren 

Owre eorne is stoUe Men wil vs foles catte 

Bofe fe wardeine and owre felawes afte 4112 

And Ifamely f e Meller walewaye 

Thus pleynef John as he gaf be f e weie 

Towaide f e MeUe and bayard in his honde 

The meller sittinge be fe fire he fonde 4116 

ffor it was nyht and ferf er myht he nouht 

Bot for f e loue of god f ei hun be-souht 

Off herboruhe and of ese as for her penye 

The Mellere seid ageine . if fere be anye 4120 

Swyche as it is jute schal je haue joure part 

Myne hous is streite bot je haue lerned arte 

Je can be argument Make a place 

A Mile brode of twenti foote of space 4124 

Latt se nowe if f is place Maie suffise 

Or make it Eomer wif speche as is joure gise 

Now Simond seid f is lohn be semt Cutberde 

Ay es fou Mery and fat is faire ansewerde 4128 

.1. haue herde saye Men sail taken of tua f inges 

Swilke as he fint or swilke as he bringes 

Bot specialy .1. praie fe ooste dere peaf 6i] 

Gete vs sum mete and dnnke and make vs chere 4132 

LANSDOWNE 118 



GROUP A. § 6. reeve's tale. Ellesmere MS. 119 



GROUP A. § 6. reeve's tale. Hengwrt MS. 119 



GROUP A. § 6. heevb's tale. Cambridge MS. 119 



And we wil payen / trewely atte fulle 

With empty hand / men may none haukes tulle 

Loo heere oui siluer / redy for to spende 

^ This Millere / m to toun his doghter sende 4136 

ifor Ale and breed / and rosted hem a goos 

And boond hire hors / it sholde nat goon loos 

And m his owene chambre / hem made a bed 

With sheetes and with chalons / faire yspred 4140 

IsToghf from his owene bed / ten foot / or twelue 

His doghter hadde a bed / al by hir selue 

Eight m the same chambre / by and by 

It myghte be no bef and cause why* 4144 

Ther was no rowmer herberwe m the place 

They soupen / and they speke hem to solace 

And drynke euere / strong ale atte beste 

Aboute mydnyghf wente they to reste 414S 

^ Wei hath this Millers vernysshed his heed 

fful pale he was for-dronken / and nat reed 

He yexeth / and he speketh / tliurgh the nose 

As he were / on the quakke / or on the pose 4152 

To bedde he goth / and with hym goth his wj-f 

As any lay / she light was and lolyf 

So was hir loly whistle wel y-wet 

The Cradel / at liir beddes feet is set 4158 

To rokken / and to yeue the child to sowke 

And whan pat dronken / al was in the crowke 

To bedde / went the doghter right anon 

To bedde wente Aleyn / and also loBfi 4160 

Ther nas na moore / hem neded no dwale 

This Millere / hath so wisely bibbed Ale 

That as an hors / he snorteth m his sleepe 

Ife of his tayl bihynde / he took no keepe 4164 

His wyf bar him a bmdon a fill strong* 

Men myghte hir rowtyng heere two furlong* 

The wenche rowteth eek / par compaignye 

^ Aleyn the clerk / that herd this melodye 4168 

ELLESMEKE 119 



And we wol payen / trewely atte fulle 

With empty hand / men may none haukes tuUe 

Lo heere oure siluer / redy for to spende 

f This Millere m to town / his doghter sende 

ifor ale and breed / and rosted hem a goos 

And boond hir hors / it sholde namoore go loos 

And m his owene chambre / hem made a bed 

With shetes and with chalons / faire yspred 

liToght from his owene bed / but ten foot or twelue 

His doghter hadde a bed / al by hir selue 

Eight m the same chambre by and by 

It myghte be no bet" and cause why 

Ther was no rowmer herberwe / in the place 

They soupen / and they speken / hem to solace 

And drynken euere stroong ale / at the beste 

Aboute mydnyght / wente they to reste 

Wel hath this Millere / vernysshed his heed 

fful pale he was for-dronke / and noght reed 

He yexeth / and he speketh thurgh the nose 

As he were / on the quakke / or on the pose 

To bedde he goth / and -with hym goth his wyf 

As any lay / she light was and lolyf 

So was hir loly whistle / wel ywef 

The Cradel / at hir beddes feet is sef 

To rokken / and to yeue the child to sowke 

And whan pat dronken / al was m the Crowke 

To bedde wente / the doghter right anon 

To bedde gooth Aleyn / and also lohfl 

Ther nas namoore / hem neded no dwale 

This MiUere / hath so wisly bibbed ale 

That as an hors / he snorteth in his sleeps 

ITe of his tayl bihynde / he took no keepe 

His wjff bar hym / a burden / a ful strong" 

Men myghten hir routyng" heren a furlong" 

The wenche / routeth eek par compaignye 

f Aleyn the clerc that herde this melodye 

HENGWKT 119 
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4148 
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4160 



aeaf64,back] 
4164 



4168 



And we wele paye trewely at pe foUe 

With emty hand mew may none haukys toUe 

Lo here oure syluyr / redy for to spewde 

This mellere m to pe touwne hese doughtyr sende 4136 

ffor ale & bred & rostede hew a goos peaf i89, back] 

And bond here hors it schulde not gon loos 

And m hese owene chau?«bir made a bed 

With schetis & with ehalownnys fayre I-spred 4140 

Not from his owene bed ten fote or twelve 

Hese dou^tyr hadde a bed al by here selue 

Eygh m pe same schaumbyr by & by 

It my3te ben no bet & cause why 

There was non roumere herberw m pe plase 

The soupe & pey speke hem to solase 

And dronkyw ay strong ale at pe beste 

Aboute medeny3t wente pey to reste 

Wel hath this mellere vernychid hese hed 

fful pale he was for-drunke & not red 

He jyksneth & spekyth pozerw pe nose 

As he were on pe quakke or on pe pose 

To bedde he gop & with hym goth his wif 

As ony lay sche lyjt was & iolyf" 

So was here loly whistele wel I-wet" 

The cradil at here beddys feet is set 

To rokke & to jeue pe child to souke 

And whare pat dronkyw al was in p° crouke 

To bedde wozte pe dou^tyr ryjt a-non 

To bedde goth aleyre & ek loKn 

Ther nas no mor hem neded no dwale 

This meUere hath so wysely bibbit alle 

That as an hors he snortyth m hese slep 

E'e of hese tayl ne takyth he no kep 

Hese wif bar hym a burdouM a ful strong 

Men my3ty?i here hyre route too furlowg 

The wenche routyth ek par cumpaynye 

Aleyn pe clerk pat herde pis melodye 

CAMBRIDGE 119 
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GROUP A. § 6. bbeve's tale. Corpus MS. 119 

And we "wol payen trewly atte fulle 
With, empty handes men may naan haiikes tuUe 
Lo heer oure siluer reedy for til spende 
This meller to pe toun his doughter sende 4136 

ffor ale and breed and rosted hem a goos 
And hoond here hors it scholde namore go loos 
And m his owne ehambre he made a hedde 
"With scheetes and yn]> ohalons faire y-spredde peaf 58, back] 
Noughf from his oughne l)ed ten foote or tweliie/ 
his doughter hadde a bed al "by hir selue/ 
Eigh.f m Je same chambre "by and hy 
If mighte be no bette and cause why 
Ther was no romer herberwe in fe place 
fey soupen and fey speken hem of" solace 
And drynken euere strong ale atte beste 
A-boute mydnygKf wente Jiei to reste 
Wei haj) fe meUere vernysshed his heed 
fful pale he was for-drunken and noujf reed 
he yexeth and he spekef furgS fe nose/ 
As he were on fe quakke or on f e pose/ 
To bedde he gof and with him gof his wijf 
As eny lay he light* was and lolif' 
So was hire loly whistel wel y-wette 
The cradeU af hire beddes feet* is sette/ 
To rokken and yeue fe chUde to souke 
And whan faf drouken was al in fe crouke 
To bedde wente fe doughter righf anoon 
To bedde gof Alayn and also Io6n 
Ther was nomore fem needede no dwale 
This meller haf so wisely bibbed ale 
That as an hors hie snortef m his slepe 
Ne ofi his tayl behynde he took* no keepe 
his wijfi bar bim a burdon a ful strong* 
Men mighten heere here routyng* a furlong* 
The wenche rontef eek ■par compaignie 
Alayn fe clerk* fat* herde f is melodye 
CORPUS 119 
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GEOUP A. § 6. eeeve's tale. Petworth MS. 119 

And we wil paien trewly atte fuUe 

Wif empty hondes men may not* haukes tulle 

Lo here our siluer redy forto spende 

This MeUere to fe toune his doujter sende 4136 

ffor Ale and brede and rosted hem a goos 

And bonde her hors for he shuld no more go loos 

And m his owne chambre he made a bedde 

Wif shetes and wif chalons faire yspredde 4140 

l^oujt* from his owne bedde .x. fete or xij. 

His doughter had a bed al by hir* selue 

Eijt m f e same chambre by and by 

It mygbte be no bette and cause why 4144 

f er was no rommer berborowe m f e place 

f ei soupen and f ei speken hem to solace 

And drynken euere stronge ale atte beste 

About* mydnyjt* went* fei to reste 4148 

Wel haf f IS MeUere vernyssed his hede 

fful pale he was for-dronken and not* rede 

He ^eskef and he spekef f orgli f e nose 

As he ware m fe quakke or on fe pose 4152 

To bedde he goof and wif hym gof his wif 

As eny laye he Ughf was and lolif 

So was her loly whistel wel ywette 

j)e Cradel at* her beddis fete is ysette 4156 

To Rokken and to jeue f e child to souke 

And whan fat* dronken was al m f e crouke 

To bedde went* f e doughter ri^t* anon 

To bedde gof Aleyn and also lotn 4160 

f er nas no more hem neded no dwale 

This MeUere haf so wisly bebbed ale 

fat* as an hors he snortef in his slepe 

Ke of lus tale behynde he toke no kepe 4164 

His wif bare him a Buxdon a ful stronge Dear 5s, back] 

Men myght* here f e routing* fens a forlonge 

The wenche routef eek par companye 

Aleyn fe Clerk fat* herd' fis melodye 4168 

PETWORTH 119 



GROUP A. § 6. eeeve's tale. Lansdowne MS. 119 

And we wil payen trewly att fulle 
Wif empti handes men maye nouhte haukes tulle 
Lo here owre siluere redy for to spende 
This MeUer to fe toune his doubter sende 4136 

ffor al and brede and rosted hem a goos 
And bonde her hors it schold no more go loos 
And m his owen chambre he maade hem a bede 
Wif sohetes and wif chalons faire y-sprade 4140 

IJTouht fro his owen bedde ten fote or tuelue 
His doubter had a bedde al be hire selue 
Eiht m f e same chambre by. and bye 
It myht be no bet and cause whie 4144 

Ther was no romer herboruhe ui f e place 
Thei soupen and f ei speken hem to solace 
And drenken ener stronge ale att f e beste 
Aboute mydnyhte wente f ei to reste 41 48 

Wele haf e f is MeUere vernysshed his hede 
fful pale he was for-dronken and nouht rede 
He jexef and he spekef f oruhe f e nose 
As he war on f e quakke or one f e pose 4152 

To bede he gof e and wif him gof e his wif 
As any lay he lyht was and lolif 
So was hir loly whistel wele y-wette 
The crade att fe bedes feete is sette 4156 

To rokken and to jeue f e childe to souke 
And whan fat dronken was al in f e crouke 
To bedde wente f e doubter riht anone 
To bedde gofe Aleme and also lohn 4160 

There nas no more fern neded no dwale 
This MeUer haf e so wisly bibbed ale 
That as an hors he snowrtef m his slepe 
Ne of his taUe behmde he toke no kepe 4164 

His wif bare bun a burdon a ful stronge 
Men myhten here routeynge halfe a forlonge 
The wenche routef e eke par comopaignye 
Aleyne fe clerke fat herde fis melodye 4168 

lansdowne 119 



120 GROUP A. § 6. eeeve's tale. Ellesmere MS. 

He poked lotfi / and seyde slepesto-w 

Herdtow euere slyk / a sang er now 

Lo wliilk a ccwplyng* is ymel hem alle 

A wilde fyr / vp on thair bodyes fall© 

Wha herkned euere / slyk a ferly tlLyng* 

Ye they sal haue / the flour of il endyng^ 

This lange nyght / ther tydes me na reste 

But yet nafors / al sal he for the heste 

ffor loBn seyde he / als euere moot I thryue 

If ])at I may / yon ■wenche wil I swyue 

Som esementi has lawe yshapen vs 

ffor lohfi / ther is a lawe / that says thus 

That gif a man /ma pomtt be ygreued 

That m another / he sal be releued 

Oure corn is stoln / shortly is ne nay 

And we han had / an il fit al this day 

And syn I sal haue neen amendement" 

Agayn my los / I wil haue esemenf 

By God sale / it sal neen other bee 

IT This lohii answerde / Alayn auyse thee 

The MUlere / is a perilous man he seyde 

And gif that he / out of his sleepe abreyde 

He myghte doon vs / bathe a vUeynye 

•[f Aleyn answerde / I count hym nat a flye 

And vp he rist / and by the wenche he crepte 

This wenche lay vprighte / and faste slepte 

Til he so ny was / er she myghte espie 

That it had been / to late for to crie 

And shortly for to seyn / they were aton 

Now pley Aleyn / for I wol speke of lohn 

This loBn Hth stille / a furlong wey or two 
And to hym self / he maketh routhe and wo 
Alias quod he / this is a wikked lape 
Now may I seyn / that I is but an Ape 
Yet has my felawe / som what for his hai?m 
He has / the Milleris doghter / m his Arm 
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120 GROUP A. § 6. eeeve's tale. Hengwrt MS. 

He poked loEfl / and seyde slepestow 
Herd thow euere / slyk a sang er now 
Lo swUk a conplyng / is ymel hem alle 
A wilde fyr / on thair bodyes falle 
Wha herkned euere / swilk" a ferly thyng* 
Ye they sal haue / the flour of il endyng* 
This lang< night' ther tydes me na reste 
But yet na force / al sal be for the beste 
ffor lohii seyde he / als euere moot I thryue 
If jjfflt I may / yon wenche wol I swyue 
Som esement / has lawe shapen vs 
ffor lohii / ther is a lawe / pat says thus 
That gif a man /ma point be agreued 
That m another / he sal be releued 
Oure com is stoln / soothly it is na nay 
And we han had / an iUe fit to day 
And syn I sal / haue naan amendemenf 
Agayn my los / I wil haue esemenf 
By goddes saule / it sal naan other be 
If This lohn answerde / Aleyn auyse thee 
The Millere / is a pe?ilous man he sayde 
And if yat he / out of his sleep abrayde 
He mighte doon vs bathe / a vileynye 
H Aleyn answerde / I counte hym noght a flye 
And vp he rist / and by the wenche he crepte 
This wenche lay vp nghte / and faste slepte 
Til he so neigh was / er she myghte aspie 
That it hadde been / to late for to crie 
And shortly for to seyn / they were at oon 
Now pley Aleyn / for I wol speke of loBii 
f This loRn lith stille / a furlang wey or two 
And to hym self" he maketh routhe and wo 
Alias quod he / this is a wikked Tape 
Now may I seyn / pat I is but an. ape 
Yet has my felawe / som what for his harm 
He has the MUleris doghter / in his arm 

HENGWRT 120 



120 GROUP A. § 6. reeve's tale. Cambridge MS. 

He pokede ion & seyde slepist ]>oa 
Herdist Tpou euere swich a song er now 
Lo swich a copil is a-mong hem alle 

4172 A wylde fyr mote on here bodyis falle 
Ho herkenyth euere swich a ferly thyng 
Ja fey schal haue fe flour of ille endyng 
This longe nyjt pere tydis me no reste 

4176 But jit no fors al schal ben for the beste 
ffor lolin seyde he as euere mote I thryue 
3if pat I may Jje wenche wele I schryue 
Sum esement has lawe I-schapyn vs 

4180 ffor loBn pere, is a lawe pat says Jus 
That jif a man in a poynt be a-greuyd 
That m a noper he schal ben releuyd 
Oure corn is stohre schortly it is non nay 

4184 And we han had an ille fit al pis day 
And sym I schal han non a-mendement 
A-geyn my los I wele haue eysement 
By godys sale it schal non oper be 

4188 This lohn answerde Aley a- vise pe 

The meUere is a perlyous man he seyde 
And jif pat he out of hese slep a-breyde 
He myjte vs don bothe a velanye 

4192 Alyn answerde I ooimte hym not a flye 

Aud vp he sterte & by pe wenche he crepte 
This wenche lay vp ryght & faste slepte 
Tyl he so nygh was er sche myghte aspye 

4196 That it hadde be to late for to crye 

And schortely for to seyn pey were at on 
Now pley aleyn for I wele speke of ion 
This lohn lyih styUe a furlong wey or too 

4200 And to hym seK he makyth reuthe & woo 
Alias quod he pis is a wekede iape 
Now may I seyn pat I is but an ape 
Deaf 66] Jit hath myn felawe sumwhat for hese harm 

4204 He has pe melleris doujtyr in hese arm 
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120 GROtTP A. § 6. reeve's tale. Corpus MS. 

he pokede loBn and seyde sleepisf Jjou 

herdestow euer sliki a sang* ar now 

lo swilk* a couplyng* is bitwixe hem alle 

A wilde fyr on fair hodies falle 4172 

ho herkned euer slit a ferly pmg' 

Te Jjai satt haue ]je flour of yft endyng* 

This lange nighf fer tydes me na reste/ 

Buf jit" na force al schal be for fe heste [leaf 69] 

ffor loM seide als euer mote I friue 

If jjaf I may yon 'wenche vol I swyue 

Som esement haf lawe schapen vs 

ffor lohn fer is a lawe faf seith fus 4180 

Thaf it a man in a poynf he agreeued 

Thaf in anofer he schal he releeued 

Oure com is stolen sofly it is no nay 

And TVe han had an ylle fitte to day 4184 

And syn I schal haue noon amendemewt 

Aga3m my losse I wol haue eseme?jt 

By goddes sale it sal nan ofir he 

This lofifi. answerde Alayn so mof I fe 4188 

The meller is a perilous man he sayde 

And if! faf he ouf of his slape ahrayde 

he mighte don vs hofe a vilanye 

Alayn answerde I counte him nought" a flye 4192 

And vp he risf and hy fe wenche he crepte 

This wenche lay vprighf and faste slepte 

Til he so neigh was or sohe mighte spye 

That* if hadde been to late for to crye 4196 

And schortly for to seyn fey were af oon 

INow play alayn for I wol speke of" loon 

This loBii lif stUle a forlong* wey or tuo 

And to himselP he makef roufe and wo 4200 

Alias quod he f is is a wikke lape 

Now may I sayn faf I is but an ape 

Jet haf my felaw somwhaf for his harm 

he has fe myUers doughter in his arm' 4204 

CORPUS 120 



120 GROUP A. § 6. reeve's tale. Petworth MS. 

He pouked on lohn and seide slepestowe 
Herde fou euere selike a sang* or nowe 
Lo selike a conplinge is ytwix hem alle 
A wilde fire on her bodies falle 4172 

Who herkened euere selike a ferly Jnnge 
3e fei shal haue fe floure of euel endinge 
This lange nyjf fer tydes men no reste 
Buf 3if na fors al shal be for fe beste 4176 

ffor lohn seide he as euere mote I frive 
If faf I may ^on wenche fan wil I swyve 
Some esemenf haf lawe shapen vs 

ffor lohn fer is a lawe faf self fus 4180 

Thaf if a man in oon pomf be agreued 
Thaf m anof er he shal be releued 
Our corn is stoUen sof ly if is no nay 

And we han had an euel fit to day 4184 

And syn I shal haue no amendemenf 
Ageyn my losse I wU haue esemenf 
By goddes saule if sal na nof er be 

fis lohn answerde Aleyn avise fe 4188 

The Mellere is a perilous man he seide 
And if faf he ouf of his sclepe abreide 
He myghte don vs bof a vylenye 

Aleyn answer<5 I counte hjm nof a flye 4192 

And vp he risf and by f e wenche he erepte 
This wenche lay vpri^f and faste sclepte 
Til he so nygh was er she myjte spie 

faf if had bene to late forto crie 4196 

And shortely for to seie f ei were af on 
Howe pleye Alayn for I wU speke of lohn 
This lohn Uth stUle a foiionge way or two 
And to hym self he makef wamentiagi and woo 4200 

Alias quod he fis is a wikke lape [leaf 59] 

Now may I seie faf I is buf an ape 
3if haf my felawe somwhaf for his harme 
He haf f e meUers dou3ter in his arme 4204 

2 I PETWOETH 120 



120 GROUP A. § 6. reeve's tale. lansdowne MS. 

He poukede lohon and seide slepest f ou 

Herdest f ou euer slyke a sange or nowe 

Lo swiike a compline es be-tuene hem alle 

A wilde fire on feire bodies falle 4172 

Wha herde euere slyke a ferly f inge [leat 51, back] 

Je f ei schal haue f e floure of U. endynge 

IT This lange myhte fer sal .1. haue na reste 

Bot jit na force al sal be for fe beste 4176 

ffor lohn. seide he as euere mote .1. friue 

If fat .1. maye f e wenche wil .1. swyue 

Some esement haf f e lawe schapen vs 

ffor lohn fere is a lawe fat seife fus 4180 

fat if a man m o pomte be agreuede 

fat in a-nof er he sal be releuede 

Oure come is stoUen sof ely it is no naye 

And we haue hade an yuel fitte to daye 4184 

And seen .1. schal haue none amendement 

Ageyn my losse .1. wU haue esement 

Be goddes saule it sal nane of ere be 

This lohn Ansewerde Aleme avise fe 4188 

The MelLer is a parlous man he seide 

And if fat he oute of his slepe a-breide 

He myhte done vs haf e a velanye 

Aleyne ansewarde .1. count him nat a flye 4192 

And vpe he reste and be f e wenche he crepte 

fis wenche lay vpriht and fast sche slepte 

Tyl he so nyhe was or sche myht spye 

That it hadde bene to late for to crie 4196 

And schortly for to seye f ei were att one 

Now plaie Aleiae for .1. wil speke of lohiie 

This lohn Hf e stitt a furlonge waie or two 

And to him seKe he makef reuf e and woo 4200 

Alas quod he fis is a wikked lape 

Now may .1. sale fat .1. es bot an ape 

jit haf e my felawe sum what for his harme 

He haf e fe MeUers doubter m his arme 4204 
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GEODP A. § 6. ebeve's tale. Hengwrt MS. 121 



GKoup A. § 6. eeeve's tale. Cambridge MS. 121 



He auntred hym / and has Hs nedes sped 

And I lye / as a diaf sek / m my bed 

And wlien this Tape is tald another day 

I sal been halde a daf a cokenay 

I wil arise / and auntre it by my faytn 

Vnhardy is vnseely / thus men sayth 

And vp he roos / and softely he wente 

Vn to the cradel / and in his hand it hente 

And baar it softe / vn to the beddes feet* 

% Scone after this / the wyf hir rowtyng leef 

And gan awake / and wente hire out to pisse 

And cam agayn / and gan hir cradel mysse 

And groped heer and ther / but she foond noon 

Alias quod she / I hadde almoost mysgoon 

I hadde almoost goon / to the olerkes bed [lea 

Ey benedicite / thanne hadde I foule y-sped 

And forth she gooth / til she the Cradel fon(5 

She gropeth / alwey forther with hir hon(S 

And foond the bed / and thoghte noght but good 

By cause / that the Cradel by it stood 

And nyste wher she was / for it was derk" 

But faire and wel / she creeps In to the clerk 

And lith ful stUle / and wolde han caught a sleeps 

With-Inne a while / this loBn the clerk vp leepe 

And on this goode wyf / he leith on soore 

So myrie a fit" hadde she nat ful yoore 

He priketh harde and soore / as he were mad 

This loly lyf / han thise two clerkes lad 

Til thaf the thridde cok" / bigan to synge 

IT Aleyn wax wery / in the dawenynge 

ffor he had swonken / al the longe nyghf 

And seyde / fare weel Malyne sweete wighf 

The day is come / I may no lenger byde 

But eueremo / wher so I go / or ryde 

I IS thyn awen clerk" swa haue I seel 

IT Kow deere lemman quod she / go fareweel 

ELLESMERE 121 



4208 



4212 



4216 



49, back] 
4220 



4224 



4228 



4232 



4236 



4240 



He auntred hym / and has his nedes sped 

And I lye / as a draf sak / m my bed 

And whan this lape / is told another day 

I sal ben halden / a daf a Cokenay 

I wU arise and auntre if by my fayth 

Vnhardy is vnsely / thus men sayth 

f And vp he roos / and softely he wente 

Vn to the Cradel / and m his hand it hente 

And baar it softe / vn to his beddes feet" 

Soone after this / the wyf hir routynt leet 

And gan awake / and wente hir out to pisse 

And cam agayn / and gan hir Cradel mysse 

And groped heer and ther / but she foond noon 

Alias quod she / I hadde almoost mysgoon 

I hadde almoosf goon to the clerkes bed 

Ey benedicite / thanne had I foule ysped 

And forth she gooth / til she the Cradel fond 

She gropeth alwey / forther wt'tA hir bond 

And foond the bed / and thoghte noght but good 

By cause / fat the Cradel by it stood 

And nyste wher she was / for it was derk" 

But faire and wel / she creep m to the clerk" 

And lyth ful stUle / and wolde haue caught a sleeps 

With-Inne a while / this lolin the clerk vp leepe 

And on this goode wyf / he leyth on soore 

So murie a fyt" ne hadde she nat ful yoore 

He priketh harde and depe / as he were mad 

This loly lyf / han thise two clerkes lad 

TU pat I the thridde ook" bigan to synge 

IT Aleyn wax wery / m the dawenynge 

ffor he hadde swonken / al the longe nyght" 

And seyde / fare wel Malyn swete wighf 

The day is come / I may no lenger byde 

But eueremo / wher so I go or ryde 

I IS thyn awen clerk" so haue I sel 

^ Now deere lemman quod she / go fare wel 



HENGWRT 121 



He awntered hym & has hese nedis sped 
And I lye as a draf sek m myn bed 
And whan fis lape is told a nojier day 

4208 I schal ben told a daffe a cokenay 
I wele ryse & antere it be myn fay 
Vn-hardi is vn-sely ])us men say 
And vp he ros & softely he wente 

4212 Vn to fe cradil & m hese bond it hente 
And bar it softe vn to hese bedis feet 
Sone aftyr Jiis Jie wyf here routyng let 
And gan to wake & lefte for to pysse 

4216 And cam a-geyn & gan here cradil mysse 

And gropede here & fere / but sche fond non 
Alias quod sche I hadde almost" mys gon 
I hadde al most gon to fe clerkys bed 

4220 Ey benedyste fawne hadde I foule I-sped 

And forth sche goth tyl sche )>e cradel fond 
Sche gropede alwey ferfere -with here bond 
And fond fe bed & thou3te not but good 

4224 Be cause fat fe cradyl by it stod 

And nyste where sche was for it was derk 
And fayre & wel sche crep m bi fe clerk 
And lyth ful styUe & wolde a caujt a slep 

4228 With-mne a whUe fis lofin vp lep 

And on })is goode wif he leyth on sore 
So merye a fit ne hadde sche ful 3or6 
He prikyth harde & sore as he were mad 

4232 This loly lyf han fese too klerkis lad 
Tyl Jjfflt ]je fyrste kok be-gan to synge 
Aleyn wex wery in y dawenynge 
ffor he hadde swonkym al fe longe ny3t' 

4236 j4jL(i seyde farwel malyn swete wy3t 

The day is come I may no lengere byde 
But euere more where so I go or ryde 
I is }iy» owene clerk so haue I sel 

4240 Now dere leman quod sche go fare weel 
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GROUP A. § 6. reeve's tale. Corpus MS. 121 



GROUP A. § 6. reeve's tale. Petworth MS. 121 



GROUP A. § 6. reeve's tale. Lansdowne MS. 121 



4208 



lie auntred him and liajj Ms needes spedde 
And I lye as a draf" sak" in my bedde 
And whaii Jas lape is told anojier day 
I schal be holde a daffe a Cokenay 
I ■wol amse and aunter it by my faith 
vnhardy is vnseely as men saith 
And vp he ros and softely he wenf 

vnto ))e craditt and m his hand it hent Deaf 59, tack] 4212 
And bar it softe vnto his beddes feet 
Sone after . fe wif hire routyng* leef 
And gan to wake and went hire ouf to pisse 
And com agayn and gan hir cradel mysse 
And groped heer and fer but sche fond noon 
Alias quod sche I hadde almost* mys goon 
I hadde ahnosf goon to fe clerkes bedde 
Ey benedicite fan hadde I foule y-spedde 
And forjj sche goj) til sche ]je cradil fond 
Sche gropej) alwey former with hire hond 
And fond fe bed and Jioughte nought* but" good 
By cause ])af fe cradel by it stood 
And nyste wher sche was for it was derk" 
Buf faire and wel sche crepe in to fe clerk* 
And hth ful stole and Wolde haue caughf a slepe 
"With-Inne a while fis lofin fe clerk vp lepe 
And on fis goode wijf" he leijj on sore 
So mery a fitte ne hadde sche not* ful yore 
he prike]) harde and deepe as he were madde 
This loly lyf* han fise tuo clerkes ladde 
Til fat* ])e fndde cok* bygan to synge 
Aleyn wax wery in pe dawenjnage 
ffor he hadde swonken att fe longe nyght* 
And sayde far wel Malyn sweete wigKt 
The day is come I may no lenger byde 
But* euermoo wher so I go or ryde 
I am pm. oughne clerk* so haue I hele 
Ifow deere lemwian quod, sche go far wele 
corpus 121 



4216 



4220 



4224 



4228 
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4240 



He AuntreJ) hym and hajj his nedes spedde 

And I ly as a draf sak in my bedde 

And whan Jjis lape is tolde anofe?' day 

I shal be holde a daff a cokenay 4208 

I wil arise and aunter be my fatli 

Vnhardy is vnsely Jius men sath 

And vp he roos and softely he went* 

Vnto fe Cradel and m his arme hit* henf 4212 

And bare it* soft* vntil his beddes fete 

Sone aftere fe wif her rowting* lete 

And gan to wake and went* her out* to pisse 

And come agein and gan her cradel mysse 4216 

And groped here and fere buf she foond' noon/ 

AUas quod she I had almost* mysgon 

I had almost* go to fe clerkes bedde 

Ey benedicite fan had I foule yspedde 4220 

And forf she gof til she f e cradel foude 

She gropef alway forf er wif her honde 

And fond f e bed and f ou^f nou3t' but* of good 

By cause fat* fe cradel by it* stode 4224 

And nyste wher she was for it* was derk 

But faire and wel she crepte in to f e clerk 

And lith ful stille and wolde haue kaujf a slepe 

Wif-In a while fis lohn f e clerk* vp lepe 4228 

And on f is good[e] wif bee leif ful sore 

So mery a fitte ne had she not* ful jore 

And prikef harde and depe as he ware ' madde [i ? msj 

J3is loly lip han fise two clerkes ladde 4232 

To fat* fe iij. coke bygan to singe 

Aleyn wexe wery. m f e daw[e]nynge 

ffor he had swonken al f e longe nyjf 

And seide fare wel malyri) sweete wi3t* 4236 

The day is come I may no lenger byde [leaf 69, baot] 

But* euermo where so I go or ride 

I am fine owne clerk so haue I sele 

jSTow dere lemman quod she go fare wele 4240 
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He Auntre him atid haf his nedes spedde 

And .1. ly as a draf sakke in my bedde 

And whan fis lape is tolde anof er daie 

.1. sail be holden a daff a Cokeneye 

.1. wil arise and auwtre it it be my faithe 

Vnhardy is vnsely f us men seyf e 

And vppe he ros and softly he went 

Vn to f e cradel and m his honde it hente 

And bare it soft vn to his beddes fete 

Sone after f e wife hire routeynge lete 

An gan to wake and went hir oute to pisse 

And cam a-game and gan hir' cradel Misse 

An groped here and fere bot sche fonde none 

Alias quod sche .1. had almost mys gone 

I hadde al-moste gone to f e clerkes bedde 

Ey benedicite fan had .1. foule .I.-spedde 

And forf e sche gof e tU sche f e cradel fonde 

Sche gropef alwey forf er wif hire honde 

And fonde f e bedde and f ouht nouht bot goode 

Be cause fat f e cradel by it stode 

And neste where sche was for it was derke 

Bot faire and wele sche crepe m to f e clerke 

And life ful stift . and wolde haue cauht a slepe 

Wif-m a while fis lohn f e clerke vp lepe 

And on fis goode wife he leif e on sore 

So mery a fitte ne had sche not faft jore 

He pnkef harde and depe as he were madde 

fis loly lif haue f ese tuo clerkes ladde 

TU fat f e f redde koke be-gan to singe 

Aleyne wex wery in f e dawneinge 

ffor he had swonken aft f e longe nyht 

And seide faire wele Malyn swete whight 

The daie is come .1. male no longer bide 

Bot euere-mo where-so .1. go or ride 

.1. am fme owen clerke so haue .1. sele 

Nowe dere lemman qwod sche go fare wele 

LANSDOWNE 121 



4208 



4212 



[leaf 52] 
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122 GEoup A. § 6. eebve's tale. Ellesmere MS. 



122 GEOUP A. § 6. eebve's tale. Heng^wrt MS. 



122 GEOUP A. § 6. eebve's tale. Cambridge MS. 



But er thovf go / o thyng* 1 wol tliee telle 
WTian. that thou ■sven.dest' homward hy the Melle 
Right at the entree / of the dore Mhyude 
Thou shalt a Cake / of half a busshel fynde 
That wets ymaked / of thyn owene mele 
Which that I heelpe / my fader for to stele 
And goods lemman / god thee saue and kepe 
And with that vford / almoost she gan to wepe 
A leyn vp rist / and thoughte / er Jiat it dawe 
-^ I wol go crepen In / by my felawe 
And fond the Cradel / with his hand anon 
By God thoughte he / al wrang I haue mysgon 
Myn heed is toty / of my swynk to nyght 
That maketh me / that I go nat aright 
I woot wel by the Cradel / I have mysgo 
Heere lith the Millere / and his wyf also 
And forth he goth / a twenty deuel way 
Vn to the bed / ther as the Millere lay 
He wende have eropen / by his felawe lohil 
And by the Millere In he creepe anon 
And caughte hym by the nekke / and softe ho spat 
He seyde / thou lohn / thou swynesheed awak 
ffor cristes saule / and heer a noble game 
ifor by that lord / that called is semt lame 
As I haue thries / in this shorts nyght/ 
Swyued the MiUeres doghter bolt vpright" 
Wlil thow hast* as a Coward been agast 
IT Ye false harlot" quod the Millere hast" s 
A falss traitour / false clerk / quod he 
Thow shalt be deed / by goddes dignitee 
"Who dorste be so boold / to disparage 
My doghter / that is come / of swioh lynage 
And by the throte boUe / he caughte Alayn 
And he hente hym / despitously agayn 
And on the nose / he smoof hym with his fesfr 
Doun ran the blody streem / vp on his bresf 
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4244 



4248 



4252 



4256 



4260 



4264 



[leaf 50] 
4268 



4272 



4276 



But er thow go / o thyng" I wol thee telle 
Whan that thow wendest / horn ward by the Melle 
Eight at the entree / of the dore bihynde [leaf 55, backi 

Thow shalt a Cake / of half a busshel fynde 4244 

That was ymaked / of thyn owene mele 
Which jiat 1 heelp / my sire for to stele 
And good lemman / god thee saue and kepe 
And with that word J almoost he gan to wepe 4248 

IT Aleyn vp risf and thoghte er fat it dawe 
I wol go crepen In / by my felawe 
And fond the Cradel / with his bond anon 
By god thoghte he / al vwang I haue mysgon 4252 

Myn heed is toty / of my swynk to nyghf 
That maketh me / Jat I go noght arighf 
I woot wel by the Cradel / I haue mysgo 
Here lyth the Millere / and his wyf also 4256 

And forth he gooth / on twenty deueleway 
Vn to the bed / ther as the Millere lay 
He wende haue oropen / by ins felawe lohii 
And by the Millere / In he creep anoon 4260 

And caughte hym by the nekke / and softe he spak" 
He seyde thou lohfi / thow Swyneshed awak? 
ffor cristes saule / and here a noble game 
ffor by that lord / fat called is Semt lame 4264 

As I haue thries / m this shorte nyght 
Swyued the MiUeris doghter / bolt vp-right 
Whil thow hasf as a coward been agast* 
IT Ye false harlof quod the Millere hasf 4268 

A false tray tour / false clerk* quod he 
Thou shalt be deed / by goddes dignytee 
Who dorste be so bold / to disparage 
My doghter / that is come of swich lynage 4272 

And by the throte boUe / he caughte Alayn 
And he hente hym / despitously agayn 
And on the nose / he smoot hym with his fesf 
Doim ran the blody streem / vp on his bresf 4276 

HENGTVUT 122 



But er Tpoii go on thyng I wele fe telle 
Whaw fat fou wemdyst homward be fe melle 
Eyjt at fe entre of fe dore be-hywde 
pou schat a cake of half a busohel fywde 
pat was I-makyd ryjt of fyw owene mele 
Which fat I halp mjn fadyr for to stele 
And goode lemare god f e saue & kepe 
And witJi fat word sche gan almost to wepe 
Aleyn vp ryst & thoughte er fan it dawe 
I wele gon crepe m by myn felawe 
And fond f e cradyl with hese hand a-non 
By god f ou3te he al wrong I haue mys gore 
Myw hed is toty of myw swynk to ny3t 
pat makyth me fat I go nof ary3f 
I wot wel by f e cradyl I haue mys go 
Here lyth f e mellere & hese wyf also 
And forth he goth a twenty deleway 
Vn to f e bed fere fat f e mellere lay 
He wende a crepid bi hese felawe Ion 
An by f e mellere in he crepede a-non 
And oau3te hym by f e nekke softe he spak 
He seyde f ou lohn f ou sweuenyst a-wak 
ffor cristis soule & here a nobele game 
ffor by fat lord fat called is seynt lame 
As I haue thryes in f e schorte ny3t 
Swyuyd f e melleris dou3tyr bolt vp ry:5t 
Whil f ou hast as a coward been a-gast 
?a false harlot quod f e mellere hast 
A false traytowr false clerk quod he 
Thow schat ben ded be godis dynete 
Ho durste ben so bold to disparage 
Mjn dou3tyr fat is comyn of swych lenage 
And by the throte boUe he caughte aleyn 
And he hewte hjm dyspitously a-geyn 
And on f e nose he smot hyw with hese fest 
Dou;i ran f e blod strem vp on hese bresf 
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122 GROUP A. § 6. eejbve's tale. Corpus MS. 



122 GROUP A. § 6. reeve's tale. Petworth MS. 



122 GROUP A. § 6. reeve's tale. Lansdowne MS. 



Buf or fou go 00 Jjingi I wol fe telle 

Wtan faf J)ou 'wendest* homward by fe meUe 

Eighf af fe entre of" Jie dors behynde 

Thou sclialf a cake of half* a bussliel fynde 

Thaf was y-maked ofi fm ougline mele 

Wbich faf I liilpe my sire for to stele 

And goode lemman god fe saue and keepe/ 

And with faf word almosf sche gan to weepe Peaf 6 

Alayn vpristi and foughf or faf if dawe/ 

I wol go creepen in by my felawe/ 

And fond fe cradel wijj his bond anon 

By god Jjoiighf he al wrang* I haue mysgon 

Myn heed is toty of' my swynt/ to nyght 

Thaf makeji me faf I go noughf arighf 

I wof wel by Jie cradel I haue mysgo 

here lith Je meller and his wij^ also 

And forth he gof on twenty deuelway 

vnto fe bed Jjer as J)e meller lay 

he wende haue cropen) by his felawe loBn 

And by fe mellere m he creep anoon 

And caughf hun by Jje necke and softe he spat 

he seyde Jiou lotn fou swyneshed awat 

ffor cristes sawle and heer a noble game/ 

ffor by faf lord faf called is samf lame 

As I haue fries in fis schorte nighf 

Swyued fe mellers doughter bolf vprigh[t] 

Whil fou hasf as a coward ben agast 

])e false haiiof quod fe meller hast 

A fals traitour false clerk" quod he 

Jjou schalf be ded by goddes dignite 

Who durste be so bolde to disparage 

My doughter faf is comen of" such lynage 

And by fe jjrote boUe he caughf alayn 

And he henf him dispitously agayn 

And on fe nose he smof him with his fiste/ 

Doun ran pe bloody strecn vpon his bnste 
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Buf er fou goo. on fmge I wil fe telle 

Whhan faf fow wendesf homward' by ]>" meUe 

Eighf af ))e entre of Jie door be-hinde 

Thow shalf a Cake of half a busshel fynde 

Thaf was ymaked of Jjine owne mele 

Which faf I helpe my Sire forto stele 

And good lemman god fe saue and kepe 

And wiJj faf word almosf she gan to wepe 

Aleyn vprisf and Jiou^f er faf if dawe 

I wol go crepen m by my felawe 

And fonde Jje cradel wif his honde anon 

By god Joughf he alwrong / I haue mysgon 

Myn hede is toty of my swynk to nyght 

Jjaf make]) me faf I go nof arighf 

I wote wele by ]>e cradel I haue mysgo 

Here litB fe meUei' and his wif also 

And forj) he gof on twenty delway 

Vnto Jie bedde fer as Jje meller" lay 

He wende haue cropen by his felawe lohn 

And by fe MeU.er' in he crepf anon 

And kaughf hun by fe nek and soft he spake 

And seide fou lohn Jiou swyneshede awake 

Of Cristes saule and here a noble game 

ffor by faf lord' faf called is semf lame 

As I haue Jjries in fis shorts nyjf 

Swys^ed fe Mellers dou3ter' bolf vpri^t 

Whilsf Jiow hasf as a Coward' ben agasf 

Ye fals harlof quod f e Mellere hasf 

A fals traitowr fals clerk quod he 

}5ow shalf be dede by goddes dignyte 

Who durste be so bolde to disparage 

My dou3ter faf is come of swicB. lynage 

And by f 6 frote boUe he kaujf aleyn 

And he him henf dispitously ageyn 

And on fe nose he smote hym with his fisf 

Doxme ranne fe blody stremo vpon his brisf 
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Bot or fou go 00 Jjinge .1. will pe telle 
Whan Jiat Jiou wendest homwarde be Je melle 
Eiht att J)e entre of fe dore be-hmde 
Thou schalt a cake of halfe a buscheft finde 
That was ymaked of Jan owen mele 
Whiche fat .1. helpe my sire for to stele 
And goode lemman and god Jie saue and kepe 
And wif fat worde almost he gan to wepe 
Aleme vprist and fouht or fat. It dawe 
.1. wE go crepen inne be my felawe 
And fonde f e cradel wif his honde anone 
Be god fouht [he] al wrange ,1. haue mys gone 
Myne hede is toty of my swynke to nyhte 
fat makef me fat .1. go noiiht arihte 
.1. wote wele be fe cradel .1. haue mys go 
Here life f e mellere and his wif al so 
And forf 6 he gof e a twenty deuel weye 
Vnto f e bedde fere as f e MeUer leye 
He wende haue cropen be his felawe lohon 
And by f e Meller me he crape a-none 
And kauht him be f e nekke and soft he spakke 
He seide f ou lohn f ou swmeshede awake 
ffor cristes soule and here a noble game 
ffor [by] fat lorde fat called is semte lame 
As .1. haue fries m f is schorte nyhte 
Swyuede f e meller doubter bolt vpriht 
While f ou hast as a oowarde bene agaste 
3e false harlot qwod Meller haste 
A false traytuT false traitur qwod he 
Thou schal be dede be goddes dignite 
Who dorste be so bolde to disparage 
My doubter fat is comen of suche Hgnage 
^ And be f rote boUe he cauht Aleyne 
And he hmte him dispitously a-jeme 
And one f e nose he smote hun wif his fiste 
Doune run f e blode streme vpon his bnste 
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GROUP A. § 6. reeve's tale. Ellesmere MS. 123 

And in tlie floor / with nose and moutli to-broke 

They walwe / as doon two pigges in a poke 

And yp they goon / and doun agayn anon 

Til that the MiUere / spomed at a stoon 4280 

And doun he fil / bakward yp on his wyf / 

That wiste no thyng / of this nyce stryf / 

fibr she was faUe aslepe a Ute wight 

With lohn the clerk / that waked hadde al nyght 4284 

And with the fal / out of hir sleeps she breyde 

Help hooly croys of Bromholm / she seyde 

In manus tuas / lord to thee I caHe 

Awak Symond' / the feend is on vs falle 4288 

Myn herte is broken / help I nam but deed 

Ther lyth oon / vp on my wombe / and on myn heed 

Helpe Symkyn / for the false clerkes flghte 

IT This lohfl stirte vp / as soone as euer he myghte 4292 

And graspeth by the walles to and fro 

To fynde a staf / and she stirte vp also 

And knewe the Estres / bet than dide this lohii 

And by the wal / a staf she foond anon 4296 

And saugh / a litel shymeryng of a lighf 

ffbr at an hole / In shoon the moone brighf 

And by that light* she saugh hem bothe two 

But sikerly / she nyste / who was who 4300 

But as she saugh / a whit thyng iu hir eye 

And whan she gan / the white thjrng espye 

She wende the clerk' hadde wered a volupeer 

And -with the staf / she drough ay neer and neer 4304 

And wende han hif this Aleyn at the fuUe 

And smoot the MUlere / on the pyled skulle 

And doun he gooth / and cride harrow I dye 

Thise clerkes beete hym weel / and lete hym lye 4308 

And greythen hem / and tooke hir hors anon 

Ajid eek hire mele / and on hir wey they gon 

And at the MUle / yet they tooke Mr cake 

Of half a busshel flour / ful wel ybake 4312 

ELLESMERE 123 



GROUP A. § 6. reeve's tale. Hengwrt MS. 123 

And on the floor / with nose and mouth tobroke 

They walwen / as doon two pigges m a poke 

And vp they goon / and doun agayn anoon 

Til fat the Millere / sporned on a stoon 4280 

And doun he fil / bakward vp on his wyf 

That wiste no thyng* of this nyce stryf 

ffor she was falle aslepe / a litel wighf [leaf 56] 

With lohfi the clerk / that waked hadde al nyghf 4284 

And with the fal / out of hir sleepe she brayde 

Help holy cros of Bromholm / she sayde 

In manus tuas / lord to thee I caLLe 

Awake Symond / the feend is on me falle 4288 

Myn herte is broken / help I nam but ded 

Ther lyth oon vp on my wombe / and vp myn hed 

Help Symkjra / for the false clerkes fighte 

IT This lohn sterte vp / as faste as euere he myghte 4292 

And graspeth by the walles / to and fro 

To fynde a staf / and she sterte vp also 

And knew the estres / bet than dide this loSfl 

And by the wal / a staf she foond anon 4296 

And saugh / a Utel shymeryng of a light 

fibr at an hole / in shoon the moone brighf 

And by that light* she saugh hem bothe two 

But sikerly / she nyste who was who 4300 

But as she saugh / a whit thyng in hir lye 

And whan she gan / this white thyng espye 

She wende the clerk* hadde wered a voluper 

And with the staf / she drow ay ner and nei 4304 

And wende han Ht / this Aleyn atte fulle 

And smoot the Millere / on the piled skulle 

That doun he gooth / and cryde hairow I dye 

Thise clerkes bette hym wel / and lete hym lye 4308 

And greithen hem / and tooke hir hors anon 

And eek hir mele / and on hir wey they gon 

And at the Mille / yet they toke hir cake 

Of half a busshel flour / ful wel ybake 4312 

HENGWET 123 
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group a. § 6. reeve's tale. Cambridge MS. 123 

And m jje floor wM nose & mouth to-broke 

They walwe as don too piggis m a poke 

And vp fey gon & don a-geyn a-non 

Tyl pat f "^ mellere spurnede a3en a ston 

And dou« he fyl bakward vp on hese wif 

That wiste no f yng of f is nyse stryf 

ffor sche was falle a slepe a Ijrte vrygSt 

With lohn fe clerk fat wakede al ny3t 

And with f e fal out of here slep sche bryde 

Help holy croys of bromehohn sche seyde 

In manus tuas lord to f e I calle 

A-wake symond f e fend is on vs faUe 

Myra herte is brokyw alias I ne am but ded 

There lyth on vp on myjj wombe & on myn hed 

Help symkyn for f e false klerkys fy3te 

This lohn styrte vp as faste as euere he my3te 

And graspith by the walle to & fra 

To fymde a staf & sche styrte vp alswa 

And knew f e estis betere fare dede f is lohn 

And bi f e wal a staf sche fond a-non 

And saw a lytyl schemeryng of a ly^t 

fibr at an hole m schow f e mone bryt ' 

And by fat ly3t sche say hem bof e too 

But sekyrly sche nyste ho was who 

But as sche say a whit thyng in here eye 

And whare sche gaw f e whyte f yng espye 

Sche werede f e clerk hadde wered a wolyper 

And with the staf sche drow ay ner & ner 

And werade an hit f es aleyn at f e fulle 

And smot f e mellere on f e pylede scuUe 

And doure he goth harow I deye 

These clerkys bete hym wel & lete hym lye 

And hastede hem & toke here lene a-non 

And ek here mele & on here woye fey gon 

And at f e melle 3it fey toke hero kake 

Of half a busohel flour wol wel I-bake 
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GROUP A. § 6. reeve's tale. Corpus MS. 123 



GROUP A. § 6. ebeyb's tale. Petworth MS. 123 



GROUP A. § 6. reeve's tale. Lansdowne MS. 123 



And m be floor with nose and moutli to-broke 

Jjei walwe as dof tuo pigges in a poke 

And vp jjai gon and doun a-gayn anoon) 

Til faf pe meller spurned at" a stoon 4280 

And doun he fel bakward vpon his wijf' 

Thaf wiste nofing* of J)is nyce strijf' 

ifor sche was falls a sleepe a litel ■wigfif 

With loEii fe olert fat waked hadde al pe nighf [leaf eo, back] 

And with pe falle out of hir sleep sche hrayde 

help holy cros of bromeholm sche sayde/ 

In manus tuas lord to fe I calle 

Awake Symond fe feend is on me falle 4288 

Myn herte is broken help I nam buf ded 

Ther lif on vp my wombe and vp myn heed 

help Symkyn for fe false clerkes fighte 

This lofin starte vp as fasf as euer he mights 4292 

And grasped by fe walles to and fro 

To fynde a staf" and sche sterf vp also 

And knew pe estris bsf fan did faf lohn 

And by pe wal a staf" sche fond anon 4296 

And saugh a litel schymeryng' of* a light/ 

ffor at" an hole in schoon pe moons bright" 

And by Jjaf lighf sche saugh hem bofe tuo 

Buf sikerly sche nyste who was who 4300 

Buf as sche saugh a whif Jiing" m hir eye 

And whan sche gan fis wliite ping' aspye 

Sche wende pe clerk* had wered a voluper 

And wijj pe staf" sche drough ay ner and ner 4304 

And wende han hitte fis alayn atte fuUe 

And smof pe meller on pe pilede skuUe 

Thaf doun he goth and cryed harrow I dye 

This clerkes beef him weel and leef him lye 4308 

And greyfen hem and tooke here hors anon 

And eek" here mele and on here wey jjey goon 

And atte MUle yef fai toke here cake/ 

Of* half a busschel floui ful wel y-bake 4312 

CORPUS 123 



And m pe floor wif nose and mouj) to-broke 
fei walowen as don two pigges in a poke 
And vp fei goon and doune anon 
Till faf pe Mellere spumed at a stofi 
And downe he felle bakwarcj vpon his wiff 
faf wisf no Jjuige of fis nyce striff 
ffor she was falle a slepe a litel wijf 
Wijj lohtt pe clerk faf waked had al nyjf 
And wij) Jjs falle ouf of her slepe she braide 
Help holy crosse of bromholm she saide 
In manus tuas lorde to pe 1 caUe 
Awake Symond' pe feend is on me falle 
Myn herf is broken help I ne am buf dede 
fere litB vpon my wombe and on myn hede 
Helps Symkyn for fise fals clerkes fljf 
This lohn sterf vp as fasf as euere he my^f 
And grasped by pe walles to and fro 
To fynden a staf and she sterf vp also 
And knewe pe Eisters bef fan did loSn 
And by pe walle she fonde a staf anon 
And segh a Utel shymermg" of a Hjf 
ffor af an hole m shone pe mone brijf 
And by f af lijf she segh hem bo})[e] two 
Buf sikerly she nyste who was who 
Buf as she seegh a white fmge in her eye 
And whan she gan fis white pmg' aspie 
She wende pe Clerk had wered a volipere 
And wif pe staf" she drough ay ner and nere 
And wende han hitte fis Aleyn atte fuUe 
And smote pe Mylere on pe pyled skuUe 
})af doun he goth and cried harowe I dye 
Thise Clerkes bette hym wel and lete hym lye 
And Greief hem and toke her hors anon 
And eke her/ mele and on her way fei gon 
And af the Melle 3if fei toke her Cake 
Of half a busshel floure ful wel ybake 
petworth 123 
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And in pe flore wif nose and moufe to-broke 

Jjei walowe as tuo pigges in a poke 

And vpe jjei gone and doune a-3eine anone 

Til fat f e meller spomed att a stone 

And doune he fel bakwaide vpon bis wif 

That wist no f mge of f is nice strif 

ffor sche was fal a slepe a litel wyht 

Wif lohofl f e clerke fat waked had al f e nyhte 

And wif f e fal oute of here slepe sche braide 

Helps holy cros of bromeholme sche saide 

In manus tuas lorde to f e .1. catt 

Awaks Simonds f e fende is on me faft 

Myne herte is broken helpe .y. ne am hot dode 

There one vp my wombe and vp myne hede 

Helpe Simkyn for f e false clerkes fihte 

]3is lohn stert vp al so fast as euer he myhte 

And grasped be f e walles to and fro 

To flnde a staf and sche sterts vp al so 

And knsws fat estrss beter fan dide fat lohil 

And by f e wal a staf sche fande a-none 

And sawhe a litel schimermge of a lyght 

ffor att an hole in sohone f e mone briht 

And be fat liht sche seihe hem bof e two 

Bot sekerly sche nyst who wa[s] who 

Bot as sche sauhe a white f mge m hire eye 

And whan sche gan f is white aspie 

Sehe wende f e clerke had wered a volupere 

And wife f e staf sche drowhe ay nere and nere 

And wende haue hit f is Aleme att futt 

And smote f e Mellere on f e pilled scoli: 

That downe hs gof e and cried harrows .1. deye 

This Clerkes bet him wele and lets him lye 

And greyf en f eym a7id. toke her hors a-none 

And eke here mele and on f sire wsie f ei gone 

And att Melle ^it f ei toks hsr cake 

Of halfe a busschsl flowre ful wsl y-baks 
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124 GROUP A. § 6. eebvb's tale. Ellesmere MS. 

rpiius IS the proude Millere vrel ybete 

-^ And hath ylost / the gryndjoige of the whete 

And payed for the soper euerideel Deaf 50, tack] 

Of Aleyn and of lohn / fat bette hym weel 4316 

His wyf IS swyued / and his doghter als 

Lo swich it IS / a Millere to be fals 

And therfore this piouerbe / is seyd ful sooth 

Hym thar nat wene wel / that yuele dooth 4320 

A gylour / shal hym self bigyled be 

And god / pat sitteth heighe m Trmitee 

Saue al this compaignye / grete and smale 

Thus have I quyf the Millere in my tale 4324 

IT Heere is ended the Eeues tale 

[Slight break in the M8.^ 



124 GROUP A. § 6. reeve's tale. Hengwrt MS. 

f Thus is the proude Millere / wel ybete 

And hath ylosf the gryndyng of the whete 

And payed for the sonper / euerydel 

Of Aleyn / and of loEfi / that bette hym wel 4316 

His wyf is swyued / and his doghter als 

Lo which it is / a Millere to be fals 

And ther-fore this prouerbe / is seyd ful sooth 

Hym thar nat wane wel / pat yuele dooth 4320 

A g0.our shal hym self / bigUed be 

And god / that sitteth heighe m magestee 

Saue al this compaignie / grete and smale iieaf 66, back] 

Thus haue I quyt the Millere / m my tale 4324 

IF Here endetli tlie Eeues tale, fjj 

[Small break in the MSJ 



124 GROUP A. § 6. reeve's tale. Cambridge MS. 

Thus is pe proude meUere wel I-bete 
And hath I-lost the grywdyng of pe wete 

And payed for pe souper euery del pcaf 192] 

Of aleyre & of lohn pat bete hym wel 4316 
Hese wyf is swyuyd & hese doughtyr als 

Lo swich It IS a mellere^ to be» fals [1 re : lateri 
And perfore this prouerbe is seyd fill soth^ [2 soth: uter] 

Kjm thar not wene wel pat euele doth 4320 

A gylowr schaP hym self begylede be [3 1: lateri 

And god pat settyth hye ira* mageste [' m: uteri 
Save all pese eumpanyis grate® & smale f Pcon-eofca to grete] 

Thus haue I quit pe mellere m myw tale 4324 

[Break of 3 lines in the M8.~\ 
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124 GROUP A, § 6. eebve's tale. Corpus MS. 

Thus IS fe proude Meller wel y-bete 

And haj) y-lost fe gryndyng* of Jie whete 

And payed for Jie soper euery dele/ 

Of Alayn and of Iota ))af "bette him weel 4316 

his wyf IS swyued and his doughtei als/ 

lo swich it IS a meUere to he fals 

And jjerfore Jjis prouerbe is seyd ful soth 

him Jjar naf -weene wel Jiaf yuel do]j [leaf ei] 4320 

A gilour schal himself hegyled he/ 

And god ])af sitte]) highe m mageste/ 

Sane aft j)is companye grete and smale 

Thus haue I quytte fe meller m my tale 4324 

[No gap in the MS-I 



124 GEOUP A. § 6. eeevb's tale. Petworth MS. 

Thus is Jie proude MeUere wel yhete 

And hath ylosf Jie grynding* of Je whete 

And paide for Jie soper euery deft 

Of aleyn and of lohfl Jiaf hette hym weft 4316 

His wiflf IS swyued and his doiijtere als 

Lo such if is a MUlef' to be fals 

And Jerfor Jjis prouerbe is seide ful soth 

Ilym ther not wene wele jjaf euel doth 4320 

A Gilour shal hym self begUed be 

And god J)af sittef hegh m mageste 

Saue al Jie company grete and smale 

Thus haue I quytte Jie Meller' m my tale 4324 

IT Thus Endeth Jje Reues Tale 

{No break in the MS.] 



124 GEOUP A. § 6. eebve's tale. Lansdowne MS. 

IT Thus is Jie proude MeUere wele ybete 

And hajje yloste Jje grindeinge ofe Jie whete 

And paiede for Jie sopere euery dele 

Of Aleyne and of lohn Jat bet him wele 4316 

His wif IS swyue and his douhte als 

Lo swyche-it is a meUere to be fals 

And Jjer-to Jiis prouerbe is seide ful sofe 

Him far note wene wele Jjat yuel dofe 4320 

A gylour schal him self be-giled be 

And god fat sitteji hihe m Maiestee 

Saue al J)is compainye gTete and smale 

Thus haue .1. quyte J)e Meller iu my tale 4324 

Explicit fabnla 

[No gap in the MS.'] 
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GROUP A. § 7. cook's prologue. EUesmere MS. 125 



GBoup A. § 7. cook's prologue. Hengwrt MS. 125 group A. § 7. cook's prologue. Cam'bridge MS. 125 



IF The prologe of the Cokes Tale 

The Cook of London / 'whil that the Eeue spak 
ffor loye him thoughts / he elawed him on the bak 
Ha ha quod he / for cnstes passion) 
This MiUere / hadde a sharpe conclusion) 4328 
Vpon his argument / of herhergage 
Wei seyde Salomon / in his langage 
Ne hrynge nat every man in-to thyn ho us 
£for herherwynge hy nyghte is perilous 4332 

Wei oghte a man / auysed for to be 
"Whom that he broghte / in-to his pryuetee 
I pray to god / so yeue me sorwe and care 
If euere sitthe / I highte Hogge of Ware 4336 

Herde I a Millere / bettre yset a verk 
He hadde a Tape of malice in the derk 

hic 

But god forbede / that -we stynte heere 

audire 

And therfore / if ye vouche-sanf to heere 4340 

A tale of me / that am a poure man 

I ■wol jow telle / as wel as euere I kan 

A litel lape / that fil in oure Citee 

IT Oure boost answerde / and seide I graunte it thee 4344 

No-w telle on Eoger / looke that it be good 

ffor many a pastee / hastow laten blood 

And many a lakke of Douere hastow scold 

That hath been / twies hoof and twies coold 4348 

Of many a pilgrym / hastow cristes curs 

ifor of thy percely / yet they fare the wors 

That they han eten / with thy stubbel goos 

ffor in thy shoppe / is many a flye loos 4352 

jSow telle on / gentil Eoger by thy name 

But yef I pray thee /be nat wroth for game 

A man may seye ful sooth / in game and pley [leaf 5i] 

IT Thou seist ful sooth / quod Eoger by my fey 4356 

ELLESMERE 125 



^ The prologe of the Cookes tale (^ 

THe Cook of London / whil tbe Eeue spak 
ffor loye hym thoughte / he clawed hym on the 
Haha quod he / for Cristes passion) 
This Millere / hadde a sharpe conclusioii) 
Vp on his argument" of herbergage 
Wei seyde Salomon / m his langage 
Ne bryng nat euery man / m to thyn hous 
ffor herberwyng* by nyghte is perilous 
Wei oghte a man / auysed for to be 
Whom fat he broghte / m to his pnuetee 
I pray to god / so yeue me sorwe and care 
If euer sith / I highte Hogge of ware 
Herde I a Millere / bettre yset awerk/ 
He hadde a lape of malice / m the derk 

hic 

But god forbede / that we stynten heere 

audire 

ffor if ye / vouche sauf to heere 

A tale of me / that am a poure man 

I wol yow telle / as wel as euere I kan 

A litel lape / that fil m oure Citee 

IT Oure boost answerde / and seyde I graunte it thee 

Now tel on Eoger / looke that it be good 

ffor many a pastee / hastow laten blood 

And many a lakke of Douere / hastow soold 

That hath been twies hoof and twies coold 

Of many a pilgrym / hastow Cnstes curs 

ffor of thy persle / yet they fare the wors 

That they han eten / with thy stubbul goos 

ffor m thy shoppe / is many a flye loos 

Now tel on / gentil Eoger / by thy name 

But yet I praye thee / be nat wrooth for game 

A man may seye ful sooth / m game and pley 

IT Thow seist ful sooth / quod Eoger by my fey 
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FP 

f H \^^ '^°°^ °^ lundene whil fe reue spak 

I ffor loye hym thou^te he clawede hym on p" 
■ Ha ha ha for cn'stys passyouM 
H This mellere hadde a scharp cowclusyouM 
B Vp on his argumewt of herbergage 
Wel seyde salamon / on his langage 
Ne brywge not eue?y with in to fyre hous 
ffor herberwy«ge be nyjte is perlyous 
Wel aujte a man avysede for to be 
Whow fat he brou3te m to hese prtuyte 
I preye to god so 3eue me sorwe & care 
Syn euere I highte hoge of ware 
Herde I euere a mellere betere I-set a werke 
He hadde a lape of maleys m Jie derke 
But god for-bede fat we stentyw here 
And ferfore ^if je wouche saf to here 
A tale of me fat am a pore man 
I wele 30W telle as wel as euere I can 
A lytyl lape what fel m oure cete 
Oure ost answerde & seyde I graunte it fe 
Now telle on roger & loke fat it be good 
ffor manye a paste hast f ou letyn blod 
And manye a rakke of doue?-e hast f ou sold/ 
That hath ben twyes hot & twyes cold [leaf 192, tack] 
Of manye a pilgrym hast f ou cnstis curs 
ffor of thy« persele ^it thy fare f e wers 
That fey haw etyn with thyn stobil goos 
ffor m thyn schoppe is manye a flye los 
Now telle on gentyl roger be f y» name 
But ^it I preye f e be not ivroth for game 
A man may sey ful soth in game & play 
Thow seyst ful soth quod roger be myre fay 
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GEO0P A. § 7. cook's PBotoGUB. Corpus MS. 125 



GEOUP A. § 7. cook's prologue. Petworth MS. 125 ghoup A. § 7. cook's prologue. Lansdowne MS. 125 



^■ine Cook' of london whil ]>& Eeue spak" 
I ffor ioye lie Jjoughte lie cla-wed him on fe bak 

JL ha ha quod, he for cnustes passioun 

This meUer haj) a scharp conclusioun 

vpon his argument of" herhergage 

Wep] seide Salamon in his langage/ 

2fe hryng* nat euery man m to fm hous 

ffor herherwyngi be nighf is pmlous 

"Wei oughte a man auysed for to be 

Whom j)af he bioughte in to his priuite 

I praie to god so yeue me sorwe and care 

If euere sithen I highte hogge of* of ware 

herds I mellere bettre y-set a werke 

he hadde a lape of* malice m Jie derke/ 

And ferfore if je Touohe sauf to heere/ 

But* god forbede Jjafr we stynte heere 

A tale of me faf am a pouere man 

I wol yow telle as wel as euer T can 

A ntel lape faf fil m oure Citee 

Oure oosf answerde and seide I graunte it fe 

Ifow telle on Eoger loke Jjaf if be good 

ffor many a paste hast f ou latyn blood 

And many a lakke of Doner hast fou sold 

Thaf ha]j ben twyes hoof and twyes cold 

Of many pilgrym hastow cristes curs 

ffor of J>y persely 3if fey fare Tpe wors 

faf fei haue eten wif Jje stubbul goos 

ffor in fy schoppe is many a flye loos 

Now tel on gentU Eoger by Jji name 

Buf yet I preye fe be nof wrof for game 

A man may say ful soth in game and play 

Thou seisf ful sojj quoi Eoger by my fay Ueat 6i, back] 
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And here bygynnej) fe Cokes tale 

rrhe Coke of london while f e Eeue spak if The Pfoioge 

-*- ffor Ioye him Jjoujf he clawed hym on Jje bat 

Ha. ha. quod he for cnstes passion 

This MLUere haf a sharpe conclusion 

Vpon his argumenf of harbigage 

"Wel seide Salomon m his langage 

No bringe nof euery man into J)ine hous 

ffor herbowrmge by nyghf is perilous 

Wel ou^f a man avised forto be 

Wiioom faf he broujf into his pryvete 

I prey to god so jeue me sorowe and care 

If euer sifen I highf hogge of ware 

Herd I Meller better ysette a werke 

He had a lape of maUce m fe derke 

And ferfor if 36 vouche sauf to here 

Buf god forbede Jiaf we stynf heere 

A tale of me faf am a poor man 

I wil 30U telle as wel as euer I can 

A litel lape Jiaf felle m our Cite 

Our hooste answerd' aiid seide I graunte if fe 

Now telle on Eogger and loke Jiaf if.be good 

ffor mony a paast hasf Jjou laten blood 

And mony a lak of Douer hasf Jiou sold' 

Jiaf ha]) be twies hoote and twies cold' 

Of mony a pilgryme hasf Jjou cnstes curs 

ffor of ]>i Persely jif fare Jiei fe wors 

faf ]jei han eten wip J)i stobel goos 

ffor in fi shoppe is mony a flee loos 

Now telle on gentil Eogger by fi name 

Buf 3if I prei Jie be nof wrof for game 

A man may say ful sof in game and play 

Jjow seist ful sof quod Eogger be my fay 
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Incipit Trologm Coce . 

rFHe coke of london whUe fe reue spakke 

-*■ For loy him Jiouht he clowde him on jje bakke 

Ha ha quod he for cnstes passions 

This Mellere hafe a scharpe conclusione 

Vpon his argument of hexbegage 

Wele seide Salamon m his langage 

Ne bnnge nouhte euery man in to Jiine hous 

For herberwynge be nyhte is perilous 

Wele ouhte a man avisede for to be 

"Whome fat he brouhte m to his priuete 

.1. prei to god so 3eue me sorwe and care 

If euer sifen .1. hight Hogge of ware 

Herd .1. mellere better sett a -werke 

He had a lape of Males m fe derke 

An fere-fore if 36 wowche saue to here 

Bot god for-bede fat we stente here 

A tale of me fat am a por man 

.1. wil 3owe tel as wele as euer y can 

A litel lape fat felle in owre Citee 

IT Owre Oste ansewerde aiid seide .1. graunt it fe 

Now tett on Eoger loke fat it be goode 

For mony a paste haste f ou laten blode 

And mony a lak of douere hast f ou solde 

That haf bene twis hote and twis colde 

Of Mony a pilgrim, hast f ou cristes cui'se 

For of f 1 percelly 3it f ei fare f e wrse 

J3at f ei haue eten wif f e stoble goose 

For m f i schope is mony a flie lose 

Nowe tett on gentU roger" be f i name 

Bot 3it .1. prey fe be nouhte wrothe for game 

A man male seie ful lof e in game and plaie 

Thou seist ful sof e quod Eoger be my faie 
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126 GROUP A. § 7. cook's jpeologue. EUesmere MS. 

But sooth, pley quaad pley / as the flemyng seith 

And ther-fore / Herry Bailly / hj thy feith 

Be thou na[t] ■wiooth / er we depaiten heer 

Though that my tale / be of an Hostileer 4360 

But nathelees / I ttoI nat telle it yit" 

But er we parte / ywis thou shalt be quit/ 

And ther with al / he lough aud made cheere 

And seyde his tale / as ye shul after heere 4364 

[Slight break m the MS.'\ 



126 GBOTjp A. § 7. cook's peologub. Hengwrt MS. 

But sooth pley quade pley / as the iflemyng seith [leaf 67) 

And ther-fore herry Bailly / by thy feith 

Be thou nat wrooth / er we departen heer 

Thogh fat my tale / be of an hostiler 4360 

But nathelees / I wol nat teUe it yit 

But er we parte / ywis thow shalt be quyf 

And ther with al / he lough / and made cheere 

And seyde his tale / as ye shal after heere 4364 

[Small hreah in the MSJ] 



126 group a. § 7. cook's prologue. Cambridge MS. 

But sooth pley quaad pley as y flemyng seyth 

And ferfore herry bayly be Jjym feyth 

Be Jjou not wroth er we partyw here 

Thow fat myn tale be of an ostelere 4360 

But natheles I wele nat telle it jet 

But er we parte I-wis Jou schat be quit 

And jjerwithal he low & made ehere 

And seyde hese tale as je schal aftyr here 4364 

[No break m the MS.^ 
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GEOup A. § 7. cook's prologue. Corpus MS. 126 geoup A. § 7. cook's peologub. Petworth MS. 126 group A. § 7. cook's peologub. Lansdowne MS. 



But^ sojj play quad play as )je flemyiig< seith. 
And ]) erf ore herry bainyfi by J)i feith 
Be jjou noujti wxoth or we departen heere 
Though fat my tale he of" an OsteUeere 
Buf najjeles I -wol not* tellen if jif 
Buf or we parte I-wys j)Ou schalf he quyt 
And far wij) al he lough and made cheere/ 
And saide his tale as je schal after heere 

[No gap in the if/S.] 



4360 



4364 



Buf soj) play quade play as Jie flemmyngf saij) 
And ferfore henry halyf hy fi feijj 
Be Tpow nof ■wroj; er we departen here 
))oughe jjaf my tale he of an ostylere 
Buf nafelees I wil nof tellen if 3if 
Buf er we parf I-wis fou shalf he quyf 
And J)erwi]3 al [he] lough and made chere 
And saide his tale as 36 shal after here 
fus endej) fe prologe of pe cokes tale 
\_No break in the M8.'\ 
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4364 



Bot sojie pleie . quade pleie as the flemynge seijie 
And fer-fore herry haillif he jn feife 
Be j)ou nouht wrofe er we departen here 
Jjouhe fat myne tale he of an Ostelere 
Bot nafeles .1. wil nou3t tel it 3it 
Bot or we departe .I.-wis Jrou schalt he (^ttyt 
And ther wijj al he lowhe and made chere 
And seide his tale as 3e schal after here 
Explieif prologMs. 

\_No gap in the Mti.'\ 
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GROUP A. § 8. cook's tale. Eliesmere MS. 127 



^ Heere bigynnetli the Cookes tale 

APrentys ■vvMlom dwelled / m cure Citee 
And of a craff of vitailliers was hee 
Gaillard he was / as G-oldfynch m the shawe 
Broun as a herye / a propre short fel[a]we 4368 

With lokkes hlake / ykempd ful fetisly 
Daunoen he koude / so wel and lolily ipamtmsoftiieooom 

That he was cleped Perkyn Eeuelour 
He was / as ful of loue and paramour 4372 

As IS the hy ve / ful of hony sweete 
"Wel was the wenche / with hym myghte meets 
At euery hndale / wolde he synge and hoppe 
He loved hef the Tauerne than the shoppe 4376 

IT ffor / whan ther / any ndyng was m Chepe 
Out of the shoppe / thider wolde he lepe 
Til that he hadde / al the sights yseyn 
And daunced wel / he wolde nat come ayeyn 4380 

And gadsrsd hym / a meynes of his sorf 
To hoppe and synge / and maken swich disporf 
And ther / they setten steuene for to meets 
To pleyen / at the dys m swich a streets 4384 

ffor in ths toun / nas thsr no prentys 
That fairer koude caste / a paire of dys 
Than Perkyn koude / and ther-to he was free 
Of his dispense / m place of pryuetee 4388 

That fond his maistsr wel in his chaflfare 
ffor often tyms / hs foond his hox ful bare 
ffor sikerly / a prentys Eeuelour 

That haunteth dys / Eiot" or paramour 4392 

His maister / shal it m his shoppe abye 
Al haue he / no parf of the Mynstralcye 
ffor thsfts and Eiof they been eonuertible 
Al konne he pleye on gyterne / or Eibible 4396 

ELLESMEEE 137 



GROUP A. § 8. cook's tale. Hengwrt MS. 127 



^ Here bigynneth the Cook his tale. 

1 

/■ Prentis / whilom dwelled in ours Citse 

r\ And of a craff of vitaillers was he 
Gaillard he was / as goldfynch m the shawe 
Broun as a berye / a propre shorf felawe 4368 

"With lokkes blake / yksmbd ful fstisly 
Daunoen he koude / so wel and lolily 
That he / was clepyd Perkyn Eeuelour 
He was / as ful / of loue and paramour 4372 

As IS the hyue / of hony swets 
"Wel was the wenche / pat -with hym myghte meets 
At euery bridale / wolde he synge and hoppe 
Hs loued bet the Tauerne / than the Shoppe 4376 

ffor / whan ther any ridyng< was m Chops 
Out of the shoppe / thidsr wolde he lepe 
Til Tpat he hadde / al the sighte yseyn 
And daunced wel / he wolde noght come ageyn 4380 

And gadred h3Tn / a meynee of his sort" 
To hoppe and sjmgs / and maken swich disporf 
And thsr / they setten steuene / for to meets 
To pleyen at the dses / m swich a streets 4384 

ffor in the town / nas ther no Prentys 
That fairer / koude casts a pairs of dys 
Than Perkyn koude / and ther-to he was free 
Of his dispense / m place of pryuetee 4388 

That foond his maister wel / m his ohaffare 
ffor ofte tyme / he foond his box ful bare 
ffor sikerly / a prentys reuslour 

That haunteth dees / ryof or paramour 4392 

His maister / shal it in his shoppe abye Pe^f 57, back] 

Al haue he / no part of ths Minstraloye 
ffor thefte and not / they been conuertible 
Al konns he pleys / on Gitsrne / or Eubible 4396 

HENGWRT 127 



[Sloane MS 1685, 
leaf 50, back] 



GROUP A. § 8. cook's tale. Cambridge MS. 127 
Here begynwyst the kok of luredene M tale 

[_pai'n,ting of tlie Cooli] 
XNearl'U all leaf 193 of Camh. MS %i cut out. Only He 1. 4372, As 
4873 We 4374, At 4375, H 4376, fE 4377, and UU of and T, 
4378-9, are left, and se o/plase, 1. 4410, and auwoe 4412.] 

A Prentis whilom dweUid m ours citse 
And of a craft of vitalers was he 
Gaillard' he was as gol-fynohe in fe sohawe 
Broun as bery. a proper short fslawe 4368 

"With lokkes blake I-kempt ful fetisly 
Dauncs he koujie so wel and lolyly 
That he clepid psrkyn rsueilloure 

Hs was as ful of lous and paramour 4372 

As IS fe hive ful of hony swete 
"Wel was J)e wenche with him myght mete 
At euery bridale wold he synge and hoppe 
Hs louede bette fe tauerne fan fe shoppe 4376 

ffor whan Jjer any ridynge was m chepe [leaf su 

Out of fe Shoppe fedsr wold' he lepe 
Til fat hs had al fs sight I-ssyn 

And dauncsd wel wold he not corns a-gayne 4380 

And gedrid hym mony of his sort 
To hoppe and synge and make suohe disport 
And fere fey setten steuene for to mete 
To pleyn at f s dys in suche a strste 4:384 

ffor in f e toun nas ner no prentis 
That fairer couf e cast a peyrs of dys 
Then perkyn couth and f ej-to he was free 
Of his dispenee m place of pryuyte 4388 

That fonde his maister wel m his chaffars 
ffor ofte tyme he fonde his box ful bare 
ffor sikirly a prentis reuelour 

r no gap m tlie M8.1 4392 

His maystir shulct it in his shep abye 
Al haue not part of f e mynstralcie 
ffor theft and not f ei ben coniisrtible 
Al can he pleye on geterns or rubible 4396 

CAMBRIDGE 127 [this page, Sloane 1685] 



GROUP A. § 8. cook's tale. Corpus MS. 127 



GROUP A. § 8. cook's talk Petworth MS. 127 



GROUP A. § 8. cook's tale. Lansdowne MS. 127 



Incipit fabula 

Prentys wliilom dwelled in cure Citee 
And of a craff of vitaillers was he 
Gaillard he was as goldfynoK m fe schawe 
Broim as a berye a propur schorf felawe/ 
Wij) lokkes hlaie y-kempf ful fetysly 
Daimoe he couthe so wel and lolyly 
That he was cleped Perkyn Eeuolour 
he was as ful of loue paramour 
As IS fe hyue ful of hony sweete 
Wel was fe wenche with him mighte meete 
Af euery brydale wolde he synge and hoppe 
he louede bef }ie tauerne fan fe schoppe 
ffor whan fer any rydyng* was m chepe 
Ouf of ]je schoppe fiider wolde he leepe 
Til Jiaf he hadde al fie sight' y-seyn 
And daunced wel wolde he not* come ageyn 
And gadered him a meyne of his sorte 
To hoppe and synge and maken such desporte 
And fere f ei setten steuene for to mete 
To pleyen atte dys m such a streete 
ffor m f e toun nas fer no prentys 
That" fairere couf e caste a paire of dys . 
Than Perkyn couf e and f er-to he was fre 
Of his dispense in place of prmite/ 
Thaf fond his maister wel m his chaffare/ 
ffor ofte tyme he fond his box ful bare 
ffor sikerly a prentys Eeuelour 
Thaf hauntef dys ryof or poramour 
his maister schal if in his schoppe abeye 
Al haue he nof parf of f e menstralcye 
ffor theff and riof f ei ben coniiertible 
Al conne he play on gyteme or Kubible 
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0«af 61, back] 



4380 



And here bygynnef fe Cokes tale if The cokes laie. 

APrentis whilom dwelled in our' Cite 
And of a craff of vitalers was he 
Gailard he was as gold-fynch m f e shawe 

Broun as f e bery. a propre short felawe 

Wif lockes blake ykempf ful fetisly 

Daunce he couf e so wel and lolily 

Jjaf he was cleped Perkyn reveilour' 

He was as ful of loue and paramof^r 

As IS f e hyve ful of hony swete 

Wel was f e wenche wif him myjf mete 

And euery Bndale wold' he sing* and hoppe 

He loued bette f e Tauern fan f e shoppe 

ffor whan f er eny ridynge was m chepe 

Ouf of f e Shoppe f idere wold' he lepe 

Til f af he had al f e sijf yseyn 

And daunsed wel wold he nof come ageyn 

And gadef hym a mayne of his sorf 

To hoppe and synge and make such disporf 

And f er f ei setten steuen forto mete 

To pleyn af f e dis in such a strete 4384 

ffor m f e toune nas f er no prentys 

f af fairrer couf e casf a peire of dys 

fan perkyn couf e and f erto he was free 

Of his dispence m place of pryrete 4388 

Thaf fonde his maister wel m his chaffare 

ffor off tymes he fonde his boxe ful bare 

ffor sikerly a prentise EeTeUour' 

J3af hauntef dis ryof and paramour" 4392 

His maister" shulde in his shop abye 

Al haue he nof parf of f e mynstralcie 

ffor f eft and nof f ei ben coniiertible 

Al conne ho pley on gitern or rubible 4396 

PETWORTH 127 



Ineipitl fabula 

APrentis whilom duelled m oure Cite 
And of a craft of vitaillers was he 
Gaillard he was as goldefinohe in f e schawe 
Broune as a bery a propur schort felawe 4368 

Wif lokkes blake y-kempt ful fetisly 
Daunce he couf e so wele . and lolyly 
fat he was clepede Perkmne reueloure 
He was as ful of loue and paramowr 4372 

As is f e hyre ful of hony swete 
Wele was f e wenche wif him myht mete 
Att euery bridel wolde he smge and hoppe 
He loued bett fe tauerne fan his maistier schoppe 4376 
For whan f er any rydemge was m chepe 
Owte of f e schoppe f eder wolde he lepe 
Til fat he hadde al f e siht yseyne 

And daunced wele wolde he noujt come a3eme 4380 

And gaderd him a Mejoie of his sorte [leaf 64] 

To hoppe and smge and maken swiche disporte 
And fere f ei setten steuen for to mete 
To pleme att fe dys m suche a strete 4384 

For in f e toune was fere no prentis 
J3at fairer couf e cast a paire of dis 
Than perkyn couf e and f ere-to he was fre 
Of his dispense m place of pniiete 4388 

IT That fonde his Maister wele m his chaffare 
For oft time he fonde his box ful bare 
For sekurly a prentis reueloure 

fat hauntef dis . riot or paramoure 4392 

His Maister schal it in his schoppe a-bye 
Al haue he not part of f e menstralcye 
For f eft and ryot f ei bene conuertible 
Al conne he plaie on geteme or ribible 4396 

LANSDOWNE 127 
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128 GEOUP A. § 8. cook's tale. Cambridge MS. 



Reuel and trouthe / as in a lowe degree [leaf s:, back] 

They been ful wrotlie al day / as men may see 

^ This loly prentys / with his maister hood 

Til he were ny / out of his prentishood 4400 

Al were he snybhed / bothe erly and late 

And somtyme / lad with reuel to ITewegate 

But atte laste / his maister hym bithoghte 

Vp on a day / whan he his papii soghte 4404 

Of a prouerbe / that seith this same word 

"Wei bet IS roten Appul / out of hoord 

Than pat j it rotie al the remenauwt* 

IT So fareth if by a riotous seruauwf 4408 

It IS wel lasse harm / to lete hym pace 

Than he shende / aUe the seruantz m the place 

Therfore / his maister / yaf hym Acquitance 

And bad hym go / yfith sorwe and wiih mesohanoe 4412 

And thus this loly prentys / hadde his leue 

E"ow lat hym note al the nyght / or leue 

And for ther is no theef / with-oute a lowke 

That helpeth hym / to wasten and to sowke 4416 

Of that he brybe kan / or borwe may 

Anon he sente his bed / and his array 

Vn to a oompier / of his owene [sort'] i' later hand] 

That louede dys / and Eeuel and disport 4420 

And hadde a wyf / that heeld for contenance 

A shoppe / and swyued for hir sustenance 

[22 lines 6f 1 leaf of the MS blank] 



Eeuel and trouthe / as m a lowe degree 

They been ful wrothe al day / as men may see 

^ This loly Prentys / with his Maister bood 

TU he were neigh / out of his prentishood 4400 

Al were he snybbed / bothe erly and late 

And som tyme / lad with reuel to Newgate 

But atte laste / his maister hym bithoghte 

Vp on a day / whan he his papir soghte 4404 

Of a prouerbe / that seith this same word 

Wel bet IS roten appul / out of hoord 

Than pat it rotte / al the remenaunt" 

So fareth it / by a riotous seruaunf 4408 

It is ful lasse harm / to lete hym pace 

Than he shende / alle the seruantz m the place 

Ther fore / his maister gaf hym acquitaunce 

And bad hym go / with sorw / and with meschauuco 4412 

And thus this loly prentys / hadde his leeue 

N^ow lat hym note / al the nyghf or leeue 

And for ther nys no theef / with-oute a lowke 

That helpeth hym / to wasten and to sowke 4416 

Of that he brybe kan / or borwe may 

Anon / he sente his bed / and his array 

Vn to a compeer / of his owene sorf 

That loued dees / and reuel / and disport 4420 

And hadde a wyf / that heeld for contenaunce 

A shoppe / and swyued for hir sustenaunce 

Of this Cokes tale 
maked Chaucer na 
moore [in the left margin] 

[Best of the page blank.] 



Eeuel and trouth as in lowe degree [Sioane Ms less] 

They ben ful wroth al day as men may see 

This lolye prentis with his mayster boode 

Til he were nyghe oute of his prentis-hoode 4400 

Al were he snybbit erly and late 

And somtyme lad with Eeuel to JSTewgate 

But af lasf his maystir him by-foght 

Vpon a day whan he his paper sought 4404 

Of a prouerbe fat saith Jjis same word 

Wel bet is roten appel oute of hoorde 

Than fat it rotet alLe Jje remenant 

So faritfi it by a ryocous seruant 4408 

It IS ful lasse harme to late hym passe 

Than he shend alle fe seruauntz m fe place 

Therfore his maystir ^af him a quytaunce 

And bade him go with sorow and mysohaimce 4412 

And J)us this loly prentis had his leuee [leaf 5], back] 

Now let hym Eiot al fe nyght or leue 

And for ther is no theof with-oute a loke 

That helpith hym to wasten and to sowke 4416 

Of fat he bribe can or borow may 

Anoon he sent his bede and his array 

Vn to a couper of his owne soort 

That loued dys Eeuel and disport 4420 

And had a wif fat held' for contynazmce 

A shope and swyfed for hir sustynaimce [Sioane extract ends.] 



ELtESMEEE 128 



HENGWRT 128 



CAMBEIDGE 128 [this page, Sloane 1685] 



128 GROUP A. § 8. COOK'S TALE. Corpus MS. 

Eeuel and trouthe as m a lougR degre 

fey been ful wrojie alday as men may se 

This lolif' prentys with, his maister hood 

Til he -were neigh out of* his prentyshood 4400 

Al were he snyhhed hofe erly and late 

And som tyme lad with Eeuel to N"ewgate 

But atte last" his mayster him bijjoughte 

vpon a day whan he his paper soughte 4404 

Of a prouerhe J>af seif fis same word 

"Wei hette is roten appul out" of" hord 

J>an J>af if rotye al jje remenant 

So farep it by Je riotous seruant 4408 

It is ful lasse harm to late it pace 

Jianne he sohende aft Jie semant^ m fe place 

Therfore his mayster jaf him a quitance 

And bad him go with sorwe and with meschance 4412 

And ])us Jjis loly prentys hadde liis leue 

Ifow laf him riote al fe nighf or leue 

And for fer nys no feefi wifouten a lowke 

Thafr helpe)) him to wasten and to sowke/ 4416 

Of faf he brybe can or borwe may 

Anon he sente his bedde and his array 

vnto a Coupere of his owne sorte 

That" louede dys and Eeuel and disports 4420 

And hadde a wyf" fat" heeld for contynance/ 

A schoppe / and swyued for hire sustynance. 

[No break in the MS."] 



128 GROUP A. § 8. cook's tale. Petworth MS. 

Eeuel and troujje as m a lough degre 
J)ei ben ful wrof alday as men may see 
]5is loly Prentis wi]) his maister bode 
Til he were nygh out" of his prentisehode 
Al were he snybbed erly or late 
And somtyme ladde wij? revel to Newgate 
But" atte last" his maister hym byjioujte 
Vpon a day whan he his paper sou^te 
Of a prouerd' fat" seij) fis same word' 
Wei bette is roten appel out" of horde 
fan fat" it rote al f e remenatente 
So faref it" by a ryotous seruawnte 
It IS moche lasse harme to lat" hym passe 
fan he sheed alLe f e seruaantes in f e place 
Therfor his maister jaue hym a quytaMnce 
And bad hjrm goo wif sorowe and meschaunce 
And f us f is prentise had his leue 
JTow lat" him not" al f e nyjt" or leue 
And for f er is no f eef wif -out" a louke 
fat" helpef hym to waasten or to souke 
Of fat" he bribe can or borowe may 
Anon he sent" his bedde and his aray 
Vnto a conper of his owne sort" 
fat" loued dys [and] reuel and disport" 
And had a wif f at" helde for countenawnce 
A Shop and swyued for her sustenaMnce 
\No break m the Jf>SC] 



128 GROUP A. § 8. cook's tale. LaEsdowne MS. 

Eeuele and treuf e as m a louhe degre 

Thei bene ful wrof e aldaie as men maie see 

This loly prentis with his maister bode 
4400 Til he weer nyhe oute of his prentishode 4400 

Al were he snybbed bof e erly and late 

And sum tyme ladde wif reuel to newgate 

Bot att f e last his maister him be-f ought 
4404 Vpon a daie whan he his paper souht 4404 

Of a prouerbe fat seif e f is same worde 

Wele better is roten appel oute of horde 

Than fat it rote al f e remenant 
4408 So faref it be a riotous seruant 4408 

It is fuH' lasse harme to latt it passe 

Jjan he sohende al f e seruantes m f e place 

Thare-for his maister 3af him aquitance 
4412 And bad him go wif sorwe and wif meschaunce 4412 

[leaf 6-2] And f us f IS lolif prentise had his leue 

Nowe lat him note al f e nyhte or leue 

And for fere is no f ef wif -owten a lowke 
4416 jjat helpef him to wasten and to sowke 4416 

Of fat he bribe can or borwe maye 

Anone he sent his bedde and his araie 

Vnto a Conper of his owen sorte 
4420 Jjat loued dis and reuel and disporte 4420 

And had a wife fat helde for countinance 

A schoppe and swyued for his sustenance 

[No gap in the MS^ 
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APPENDIX TO GROUP A. 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. 



[THE SPURIOUS TALE OF GAMELYN.] 



\8purious Link.'] 

JBut here of I wil passe as now 

And of jong Gamely ne I wil telle 30W 



[leaf 56, back, foot] 

2 




[Tale.'\ 

e tale of jong Gamelyn [leaf .-)?] 

ithen and listenyth and herkenyth. a right 1 

And je shul here of a doughti knyght 
Sire lohfi of Bondys was his name 
He coude of norture and of mochel game 4 

Thre sones the knyght had and with his body hem wan 
The eldest was a moehe schrew and sone he bi-gan 
His hretheren loued wel here fader and of him were a-gast 
The eldest disserued his fader curs and h had hit at last 8 
The gode knyght his fader lyned so jore 
That deth was comyn him to and handlid him ful sore 
The good knyght cared sore sike fer he lay 
How his children shnld lyuen after his day 1 2 

He had ben wide where but non husbonde he was 
Al the londe that he hadde hit was purchas 
ffayn he wold it were dressed among hem alle 
That eche of hem hadd his part as it myght falle 1 6 

Tho sente he m to centre after wyse knyghtes 
To helpen delen his londes and dressen hem to rightes 
He sent hem word by lei^es fai shuld hye blyue 
3if thei wold speke with him while he was on lyue 20 
XXVl* BOYAL 18 c ii. 1 



[THE SPURIOUS TALE OP GAMELYN] 



Her endeth tale of the Cooke and [ms Eej. 17 d. xv. 

leaf 66, back] 

her folowyth a nother tale of the same cooke 



T ythen) and listenefe and harkenejje Arighte 

-•-' And ye schulne here of" A doughty knyghte 

Sir lohan ofi Boundis was his name 

He couj)e of norture And mochett ofi game 4 

Thie sonnes Jie knyghte hadde with his bodye wonne 

The eldeste was a mooche schrewe And soone he bigomie 

His brejieme louede wele her ffadre And of' hym' were Agaste 

The eldeste desaruede his ffaders Curse And hadde hitff atte 

The gode knyghte his ffadre lynede so 3010 L)'® ■'■^ste 

That defe was hym' comeh) And handelede hym' ffuUe sore 

The gode knyghte carede sore syke fere he laye 

How his chyldron) schulde lyuen) Affter his day e (leaf 67] 12 

He hadde bene wyde where buttenonhusbandehe was P'sff-iyD. 

XV, e^ids.'] 

Aft the londe that he hadde it was purchas. [Hmi. 1758 leaf «, 

^ oegiTis.} 

ffayn he wolde it were dressid among* hem alle . 

That eche of hem had his part as it myght falle . IQ 

Tho sent he m to centre aftefi wise knyghtis . [' r' «/<»•«] 

To helpe delen his londis and dressen hem to rightis 

He sent hem word hi letti&B thei sohulde hye blyue 

Tf thei wolde speke with hym while he was on lyue 20 

HAHLEIAN 1758. 1 



[THE SPURIOUS TALE OP GAMELYN.] 

\8purious Link-I 

But here of I wil passe as now Deaf 51, back, imeii.] 

And of 3ong Gamelyne I wil telle 30U 2 

[Tale.] 

The tale of 3ong< Gamelyn 
Erthen and listeneth and herkenyth a right 1 

And shul here of a doughty knyght 
Sir lohan de Bowndys was his name 

He coude of norture and of mochel game 4 

Thre sones fe knyght had and with his body hem wan 
The eldest was a moche schrewe and sone he be-gan 
His brethren loued wel her fader atid of hym were a-gast 
The eldist disserued his fader curs and had it at Jie last 8 
The gode knyght his fader lyued so 3ore 
That deth was comen hym to . and handelid him ful sore 
The gode knyght cared sore sike jjere he lay 
How his children shuld lyuen after his day 12 

He had ben wide where but non husbond he was 
Al Jie londe fat he had hit was purchas 
ffayn he wold hit were dressed a-mong* hem alle 
That eche of hem hadde his part as it myght falle 1 6 

Tho sente he m to cuntre after wise knyghtes 
To helpen delen his londes and dressen hem to rightes 
He sent hem , word by le^res fax shuld' hye blyue 
?if Jjei wold speke with him while he was on lyue 20 

SLOANE 1685. 1 



APPENDIX TO GEOUP A. GAMBLYN. CoipUS MS. 



APPENDIX TO GEOUP A. GAMELYN. PctWOrth MS. 



APPENDIX TO GEOUP A. GAMELYN. Lansdowue MS. 



APPENDIX TO GEOUP A. 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. 



[THE SPUEIOUS TALE OF GAMELYN.] 



Incipit ffabiila/ 

Llthen & lestene]) and herkene}) aright 
And je schulle heeren of" a doughty knighf 
Sire lofifi of Boundys was his name 
he coufe of norture and moohil of game . i 

Thre sones be kmshf hadde and with his body he hem wan 

-, ■■ n 11 [leafeaj 

The eldest" was a moehe sohrewe and sone he bigan 

his breferen loued wel here fader and of" him were agasf 

The eldest deseruef his faderes curs & hadde it atte lasf 8 

The goode knighf his fader lyued so yore 

That* dej> was comen him to and handlid him ful sore/ 

The goode knighf cared sore sik" fer he lay 

how hise children schulde lyuen after his day 12 

he hadde ben wyde wher buf non honsbond he was 

AUe fe lond Jiaf he hadde if was verrey pnrchas 

ifayn he wolde it were dressed among* hem alls 

That" eehe of" hem hadde his part" as it mighte falls 16 

Tho sente he m to centre after wise knightes 

To helpen delen his londes and dressen hem to nghtes 

he sent" hem word by lettiea fey scholden hy^e blyue 

If" fey wolde speke wif him whil he was on lyue 20 

COKPUS 129 



[THE SPURIOUS TALE OF GAMELYN.] 

iJSpurious IAnk.'\ 

But" here-of I wO. pas as nowe 

And of yonge Gamelyw I wil telle 30U . 



% ]>e tale of yonge 
Gamelyne 



[Tale.] 

T ifes and listnef and harknef a-n3t 

-^ And 36 shul here of a doughty kny^t" 

Sir* lohii of boundes was his name 

He coude of Norture and of mochel game 4 

Thre sones fe knyght" had and wif his body he wan 

The eldest" was a moehe sohrewe and sone bygan 

His brefer loued wel her fader" and of him were agast 

\)B eldest" desemed his faders curs and had' it atte lasf 8 

}5e good knyghf Ms fadere lyued so yore 

J5at" def was co?remen to hym . and handled hym ful sore 

Jje Good knyght" cared sore . sik fer he lay 

How his children shuld lyuen after his day 1 2 

He had ben wide where . but" non husbonde he was 

Al fe londe fat" he had if was purchas/ 

ffayn he wold if were dressed among" hem alle 

Thaf eche of hem had his parte as it myjf faUe 1 6 

Jjoo sente he m to contrey after wise knyjtes 

To helpen delen his londes f and dressen hem to rijtes 

He senf hem word: by letters f fei shul hie blyve 

Yf fei wolk" speke wif hym ' whilsf he was a lyve 20 

PETWOETH 129 



[THE SPURIOUS TALE OF GAMELYN.] 

\82jurious Link.] 
Fye f er-one it is so foule .1. wiU nowe teU no forf ere [leaf 54, by 
For schame of f e harlotrie fat sewef after 
A velany it were f are-of more to spett 
Bot of a knyhte and his sonnes My tale .1. wil forfe tell 4 

[Tale.] 

And fere-fore listenef and herkenef f is tale ariht. 1 
And je schuUen here of a douhte knyht 
Sir lohii of Boundys was his name 
He couf e of nortur and muchel of game [wamne 
f re sonnes f e knyht had and wif his body he hem 
The eldest was a muche schrewe and sone he begamie 
His bref erne loued wele here fader and of him were agast 
The eldest desemed his fader curs and had it att f e last 8 
The good knyht his fadere leuede so jore 
That def e was commen hrtn to and handeled liim sore 
The goode knyht cared sore seke f er he leye 
How his children sohold leuen after his deye 12 

He had bue wide where bot no husbonde he was 
Att f e londe fat he ^ had was verrey purchas t" iie uurri 

Fayne he wolde it were y-dressed a-monge hem al 
That iche of hem miht have his parte as it wald fal 16 
Tho sente he m-to Contre after wise knyhtes 
To helpen delen his londes and drisse hem to rOites 
He sent hem worde by lettvea fei scholden hihe belyue 
If fei wolde speke wif him if fei were on lyue 20 

LANSDOWNE 129 xxvii * 



APPENDIX TO GEOUP A. GAMELYN. Eoyal MS 18 C U. 



APPENDIX TO GEOTTP A. GAMELYN. Harlelan 1758. 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. Sloanc MS 1685. 



The Jje knyghtes herden syke fat he lay 
Had jsei no rest nether nyght no day 
Til fei come to him fer he lay stille 
On his deejj bed to a-hide goddes wille 24 

Then seide Je good kayght sike fer he lay 
Lordes I 30W warne for soth. with-oute nay 
I may no lenger lynen h.ere in this stonde 
ffor thomgh. goddes mUe deth drawes me to grounde 28 
Ther nas none of hem alle fat herd hem a right 
That thei hadden renthe of fat ilke knygh.t 
And seiden sire for goddes loue ne dismay 30W noiiglit 
God may done hote of hale fat is nov I-wroglit 32 

Than spake f e gode knyght sike f er he lay 
Bot of bale god may send I -wot it is no nay 
But I byseke 30W knygMes for the loue of me 
Goth and dresseth my londes among my sones thre 30 

And for the loue of god de-lith not hem amys 
And forjetef not Gamelyn my jong sone fat is 
Takif tide to that one as wel as to that other 
Seeld 36 seen any lieier helpen his brother 40 

Tho leten f ei the knyght lyen fat was not in liele De^f st, ba.*] 
And wenten in to conseil his londis for to dele 
ffor to delem liem alle to oon that was her f oght 
And for Gamelyn was jongest he shnld haue noght 44 

Alle the lond fat ther was f ei dalten it in two 
And leten Gamelyn f e jong with-outen lond go 
And eche of hem seide to of er ful lowde 
His brefrin might ^eue him lond when he good cowde 48 
When thei hadde deled the lond at her wille 
Thei comen to f e knyght f er he lay stille 
And told him a-noon how thei had wroght 
And the knyght ther he lay likid it right noght 52 

Than saide the knyght by seynt martyn 
ffor al fat 36 haue don ^et is f e lond myn 
ffor goddes loue Neighboures stondith alle stil 
And I wil delen my lond right after my wil 56 

xxviii * ROYAL 18 c ii. 2 



Tho the knyghtis herden sike that he lay . 
Had thei no rest nother" nyght ne day. turB.aiiv^^MSij] 
Tift thei come to hym ther" he lay stille . 
On his deth bed to a-bide goddis wille 24 

Then seide the good knyght sike ther" he lay . 
Lordis I yow warne for sothe with-out nay 
I may no lenger* lynen here in this stoumde . 
ffor thorough goddis witt deth drawes me to groumde . 28 
Ther' nas non of hem alle that herde hym. a right . 
That thei ne had xouthe of that ilke knyght 
And seiden sir/ for goddis loue ne dismay you noght 
God may done bote of bale that is now wrought 32 

Than spake the good kayght sike there he lay . 
Bote of bale god may sende I wot it is no nay . 
But I beseke you knyghtis for the loue of me . 
Goth and dressith my londis among* my sones thre 36 

And for the loue of god delith not hem a mys . 
And foryeteth not Gamelyn my yongi sone that is . 
Taketh hede to that one as weft as to that other . 
Seeld ye seen any heier' helpen his brother/./ 40 

Tho leten thei the knyght lyen that was not m hele . 
And wentyn m to couwseile his londis for to dele . 
ffor to delen hem alle to oon that was here tlioght 
And for Gamelyn was yongist he schulde haue noght . 44 
Aft the londe that ther" was thei dalten it m two 
And letyx. Gamelyn the yong with-outen lond go 
And eche of hem seide to other" fuft lowde 
His brethren niyght yeue hym. londe when he good cowde 
When thei had delid the londe at here wille 49 

Thei comen to the knyght there he lay stUle 
And tolde hym a-non how thei had wroght 
And the knyght ther" he lay likid it right noght . 52 

IT Than seide the knyght be seynt Martyn 
ffor aft that ye haue don yet is the londe myn 
ffor goddis loue neigRboris stondith stiUe 
And I wift delyn my lond right aftir" my wille . 56 

II.VBLEIAN 1?58. 2 



24 

[leaf B23 



28 



Tho f e knyghtes . herden . sike fat he lay 

Had fey no rest nothir nyght ne day 

Til fey come to him fere he lay stiUe 

On his deth bed to a-bide goddes wille 

Then seyde f e goode knyght sike fere he lay 

Lordes I 30U warne for sof e with-oute nay 

I may no lenger lyuen here m f is stonde 

ffor thorugh goddes wille deth drawes to gronde 

Ther nas non of hem alle fat herde hem a right 

That fey hadden reuthe of fat ilke knyght 

And seiden sir for goddes loue ne dismay 30U noujt 

God may done bote of bale fat is now I-wroujt 32 

Than spake f e gode knyght sike fere he lay 

Bote of bale god may sende I wote it is not nay 

But I beseche 30U knyghtes for f e loue of me 

Goth and dresseth my londes a-mongi my sones thre 36 

And for f e loue of god delith not hem amys 

And for-jetef not Gamelyn my ^ong sone fat is 

Taketh hede to fat one as wel as to fat of er 

Seide 30 seen any heire helpen his brother 40 

Tho leten fey f e knyght lyen fat was not in hele 

And wenten m to couwseil his londis for to dele 

ffor to delen hem alle to oon fat was her f oght 

And for Gamelyn wast jongest he shuld haue nou3t 44 

Alle f e lond fat f er was f ei dalten it in two 

And leten Gamelyn f e 3ong' with-outen lond go 

And eche of hem saide to other ful lowde 

His brethren myght 3eue hym lond when he good cowde 48 

When fey had deled at her wille 

They comen to f e knyght f er he ley stille 

And tolde hym a-non how f ei had wrought 

And fe knyght ther he lay likid it right nought 52 

Than seyde f e knyght by seynt martyn 

ffor al fat 30 haue don 3et is f e lond myn 

ffor go goddes loue N"eigboures stondith al stille 

And I wil delen my lond right after my wdle 56 

SLOANE 1685. 2 



24 



APPENDtS TO GEOUP A. GAMELYN. CorpUS MS. 

Tlio J)e knigMes heraen seek" Jjaf he lay 

hadde Jei no reste neifer nighf ne day 

Til ]jei comen to Irnn fer he lay stille 

On his de]j bedde to abyde goddes wiUe 

Thanne seyd fe goode knighf syk" fer he lay 

lordes I 30U warne for sofe wi))outen nay 

I may no lengere lyuen heer in ])is stounde 

ffor Jjomgh goddes wiUe deth drawe]) me to grounde/ 28 

Ther nas noon of* hem att f af herde him aright 

Thaf ])ay hadden reufe oi< fat ilke knighf 

And seyde sure for goddes loue dismaye jou noughf 

God may don boote of bale faf is now y-wroughf ?>2 

Than spat fe goode knighf sike fer he lay 

Boote of bale god may sonde I wof it is no nay 

Buf I beseke 30U knightes for fe loue of me 

GoJ) and dresseth my lond amongi my sones fre 36 

And for fe loue of god delef hem naf amys 

And forjetej) noughf Gamelyn my jonge sone faf is 

TakeJ) heede to faf oon as wel as to faf ofer 

Seelde 30 see ony heir helpen his broker 40 

Tho leeten fey fe knighf lyen faf was not m hele Deaf («] 

And -wenten in to counseitt his londes for to dele/ 

ffor to delen hem att to oon was here fought 

And for gamelyn was yongesf he scholde haue noughf 4 4 

Alle f e lond f af f er was fai dalten it if tuo 

And leeten Gamelyn f e 3onge wif oiite lond go 

And ech of hem seyde to of er ful loude 

his breferen mowe 3iue him lond whan he good coude 48 

Whan f ei hadde deled f e lond af here wiile 

Thei camen to f e knighf fere he lay ful stiUe 

And toldeu him anon) how f ei hadden wrought 

And fe knighf fer he lay liked if righf noughf 52 

Than seide f e knighf by seinf Martyn 

ffor al faf 30 haue don 3if is f e lond myn 

ffor o-oddes loue neighebours stondef alle stille 

And I wol dele my lond righf after my Aville/ 56 

CORPUS 130 
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APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. PctWOrth MS. 

"Whan f e kny3tes harden sik faf he lay 

Had f ei no resf neif er" . ny3f ne day 

Til f ei come to hjm ' fer he lay stille 

On his def es bedde/ to abide goddys wille 

Than seide f e good knyghf seke fer he lay 

Lordes I 30U warne for sof wif-ouf nay 

I may no longer lyuen here m f is stounde 

ffor f orgh goddis wille ' def drouef me to grounde 

fer nas noon of hem alle ' faf herd hym ari3f 

faf f ei ne had routh "■ of faf ilke kny3f 

And seide sir' for goddes loue f dismay 30U nou3f 

God may don boote of bale ' fat is now ywroujf 32 

fan speke f e good kny3f ' sit fer he lay 

Boote of bale god may sende ' I wote if is no nay 

Buf I bisecohe 30" kny3tes for f e loue of me 

Gof and dressef my londes ' among* my sones fre 36 

And for f e loue of god delef nof amys 

And forgetef nof Gamelyne ' my 3ong' son?ie fat is/ 

Takef hede to faf oon as wel as to fat of ere 

Seelde 36 seen eny hier helpen his brofe?'e 40 

f 00 lete f ei f e knyghf lyen f faf was nof m hele 

And wenten into oounsefl; his londes forto dele 

Porto delen hem alle to on f faf was her f ou3f 

And for Gamelyn was jongesf he shnld haue nou3f 44 

Ait f e londe faf fer was '' f ei dalten if m two 

And lete Gamelyne f e 30iige f w/t/iouf londe goo 

And echo of hem seide to other ful loude 

His breferen my3f 3eue him londe whan he good cowde 48 

And whan f ei had deled f e londe af her wille 

f ei commen to f e knyghf fer he lay stiUe 

And tolde him anoon ' how f ei had wrou3f 

And fe knyghf fere he laye liked if n3t nou3f 52 

IT Than seide f e kny3f ' be semf Martyne 

For al faf 30 ban donef 3it is the londe myne 

ffor goddis loue neighbours . stondef alle stille 

And I wil delen my londe '' after myn owne wille 50 

PETWORTH 130 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. Lansdowue MS. 

Tho f 6 knyhtes herden seek fat he laye 

Had f ei no reste neyf er nyht nor daye 

Til f ei cam to hime fere he lay stifte 

On his def bede to abide goddes wifte 24 

Than seide f e good knyhte seke fere he lay 

Lordes .1. 3owe warne sof e wif-owten nay 

.1. may no longer leue here on f is stonde 

ffor f orwhe goddes wifl: def drauef me to grounde. 28 

Ther nas none of hem att fat herde him a-rihi 

That f ei hadden rewf e of fat ilke knyht 

And seid sir for goddes loue ne dismay 30we nouht 

God maye done bote of bale fat is nowe ywrouht 32 

Than spake f e good knyht seeke fere he ' laie [i he uun 

Bote of bale god may sende .L wote it is no naye 

Bot .L be seke 30W knyhtes for f e loue of me 

Gof and dressef my londes amonge myne sonnes fre 36 

And for f e loue of God delef hem nouht a-mys 

And for-3ete nouht Gamelyn my yonge son fat 1 

Takef hede to fat one as wele as to fe tofer [leaf ss.i 

Seide 3e see any heire helpen his brof er 40 

Tho lete fei fe knyht lyen fat was nouht m hele 

And wenten m to counseil his londes for to dele 

ffor to delen hem al to one fat was here f ouhte 

And for gamelin was 3ongest he schold haue nouht 44 

Att f e londe fat fere was f ei dalten it in tuo 

And leten Gamelyn f e 3onge wif-owten lande go 

And lohe of hem seide to of ere ful loude 

His bref erne mow 3euen him londe whan he goode coude 

Whan f ei hadde deled f e lond att f eire witt 49 

They comen to f e knyht fere he laie ful stitt 

And tolde him a-none howe f ei had wroulit 

And fe knyht fere he laie liked it riht nouht 52 

IT Than seide f e knyht be semte Martine 

ffor al fat 36 haue done 3it is f e londe myne 

ffor goddes loue neyboures stondef al stitt 

And .L Witt delen my londe rihf after my witt 56 

LANSDOWNE 130 XXIX* 



APPENDIX TO GEODP A. GAMELYN. Royal MS 18 C ii. 

lohji my eldest sone shal haue plowes fyue 
That was my fadres heritage wliile he was on lyue 
And my myddlest sone fyae plowes of lond 
That I halpe for to gete wit my right hond 60 

And alle myn ofer purchas of londes and ledes 
J3at I he-qnethe Gamelyn and alle my gode stedes 
And I he-seke 30W good men Jjat law con of lond 
ffor Gamelyns lone fat my quest stond 64 

Thus dalt fe knyght his lond by his day 
Eight on his deeth bed sike fer he lay 
And sone afterward he lei stoon stille 
And died whan tyme come as it was cristes wille 68 

A-none as he was dede and vnder gras grave 
Sone Jje elder brother giled the jong knave 
He toke m to his honde his lond and his lede 
And Gamelyn. him selue to clothen atid to fade 72 

He clothed him and fedde hym yuel and eke wrothe 
And lete his londes for-fare and his houses bothe 
His parkes and his wodes and dide no thing weLle 
And sithen he it a-bowght on his owne felle 76 

So long was Gamelyn m his brothres halle 
flfor ])e strengest of good wille fei douteden him aUe 
Ther was none ther-m nofer jong ne old 
That wold wrath Gamelyn were he neuer so bold 80 

Gamelyn stood on a day in his brotheris jerd 
And bi-gan with his hand to hondel his herd 
He fought on his landes fat lay vnsawe rieaf os] 

And his faire okes fat doune wore I-drawe 84 

His parkes were broken and his dere reved 
Of alle his good stedes noon was him by-leued 
His howses were vnhUed and ful yuel dight 
Thoo f onjt Gameljra it went not a-right 88 

Afterward came his brother walking there 
And seide to gamelyn is oure mete ^are 
Tho wrathed him Gamelyn and swore by goddes booke 
Thow shalt go bake thi self" I wil not be thi cooke 92 

XXX * KOYAI; 18 c ii. 3 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. Harlelaii 1758. 

lofin my eldist sone schaft haue plowes fyue . 

That was myn fadns heritage while he was on ijoie . 

And my myddlist sone fyue plowes of londe . 

That I halp for to gete with my right honde . 60 

And aft myn othef purchas of londis and ledis . [leaf 46, tack] 

That I be-quethe Gamelyn and aft my good stedis . 

And beseke you good men that laws con of londe . 

ffor Gamelyns loue that my quesf stonde . 64 

Thus dalt the knyght his londe bi his day 

Eight on his deth bed sike ther* he lay . 

And sone aftirward he lay stoon stille . 

And died whan tyme come as if was cristes wille . 68 

A-noon as he was deed and vndir' gras graue 

Sone the eldir" brother" giled the yong knaue 

He toke m to his honde his londe and his lede . 

And Gamelyn hym, self to clothen and to fede 72 

He clothed hym and fedde hym yuett and eke wrothe 

And lete his londis for-fare and his housis bothe 

His parkes and his wodis and dide no thyng< welle . 

And sithen he it a-bought on his owne felle 76 

So long* was Gamelyn m his brothris haUe 

ffor the strengest of good witt thai doutedyn hym alle 

Ther* was none ther" yn nother" jong ne olde . 

That wolde wrath Gamelyn were he neuyr* so bolde . 80 

IT Gamelyn stood on a day in his brothers yerde . 

And bigan with his honde to hondift his berde . 

He thought on his londis that lay vnsawe . 

And his faire okis that doune were drawe. 84 

His Parkis were broken and his dere reuyd 

Of aft his good stedis noon was hym bi4euyd ./ 

His housis were vn-hiled and fuft yuett dight 

Tho thought Gamelyn it went not a-right . 88 

Aftir'-warde cam his brothei'' walkyng* thare . 

And seide to Gamelyn is out' mete yare 

Tho wrathed hym Gamelyn and swore bi goddis book . 

Thou schalt go bake thi seK I wifl: not be thi Cook 92 

HAHLEIAN 1758. 3 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. Sloane MS 1685. 

loSn my eldest sone shal haue plowes fyue 

That was my fadres heritage while he was on lyue 

And my mydlest sone fyue plowes of lond 

That I halp for to gete with my right hond 60 

And al myn of er purchas of londes and ledes [leaf 52, back] 

That I be-queef e Gamelyn and alle my gode stedes 

And I beseke 30U good men fat law con of lond 

ffor Gamelyns loue fat my quest stond 64 

Thus dalt f e knyght his lond by his day 

Eight on his deth bed sike fere he lay 

And sone aftirward' he lay stoon stille 

And died whan tyme come as it was cristes wille 68 

A-none as he was deed and vnder gras graue 

Sone f e elder brof er gyled f e jong knaue 

He toke m to his honde and his lede 

And Gamelyn him selfe to clothen an/I to fede 72 

He clof ed hym and fedde hym yuel and eke wrothe 

And lete him his londes for-fare and his houses bof 

His parkes and his wodes and dide nof yng* weUe 

And sithen he it a-bowjt on his owne felle 76 

So longe was Gamelyn m his brothers halle 

ffor f e strengest of good wille f ei doutenden alle 

Ther was none fere in nof er 3ong' ne old 

That wold wrath Gamelyn where he neuer so bold' 80 

Gamelyn stode on a day m his brothers jerde 

And by-gan with his hand to hondel his berde 

He f ou3t on his landes fat lay on-sawe 

And his faire okes fat doune were I-drawe 84 

His parkes were broken and his dere reved 

Of alle his good stedes noon was him by-leued 

His houses were vn-hiled and ful euel dight 

Tho f 0U3t Gameljra it went not a right 88 

Aftirward came his brother walkyng* fere 

And seide to Gamelyn is oure mete 3ere 

Tho wrathed him Gamelyn and swore by goodes booke 

Thou shalt go bake f y self" I wilnot be f i cooke 92 

SLOANE 1685. 3 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. CorpUS MS. 

lohfi myn eldeste sone solial haue plowes fyue 
Thaf -was my fadres heritage whil he was on lyue 
And my myddelesf sone fyue plowes of* londe 
Thaf I halp for to geten with my right* honde 60 

And att myn ofer purchas of londes and leedes 
Thaf I bequefe Gamelyn and ait my goode steedes 
And I beseke ^iou goode men Jjaf lawe conne of londe 
ffor Gamelynes loue J>af my bequeste stoude 64 

Thus dalte J)e kuighf his lond by his day 
Eight" on his dej; bedde sik" Jier he lay 
And sone afterward he lay stoon stille 
And deyde whan tyme com as if was cristes wille 68 

Anon as he was deed and vnder gras grane 
Sone Jje oldere brojier gylede Jie yonge knaue 
he took" m to his hond his lond and his leede 
And Gamelyn himselue to clofen and to feede 72 

he clojied him and fedde him yuel and eek* wrofe 
And leef his londes and his houses bofe 
his parkes and his woodes and dede no fmgi wel 
And sethen he it aboughte on his faire fel 70 

So longe was Gamelyn m his brojjeres halle [leaf 63, back] 

ffor ])e strengeste of* good J)ei douteden him alle 
Ther was non fer-Inne nowfer 3ong< ne olde 
Thaf wolde wrafjie Gamelj'n were he neuer so bolde 80 
Gamelyn stood on a day in his brojieres 3erde/ 
And bygan with his hond to handlen his berde 
he Joughf on his londes faf layen vnsawe 
And his faire Okes ))af doun were drawe 84 

his parkes were broken and his deere reued 
Of" att his goode steedes non was him bileued 
hise houses were vnhiled and ful yuel digSlf 
Tho Jjoughte Gamelyn if wente noughf arighf 88 

Afterward cam his broker walkynge fare 
And seyde to Gamely is oure mete yare 
Tho wrajjfed him Gamelyn and swor by goddes book" 
Jjou schaf go bake J)i self I wol nof be fi cook" 92 

COEPUS 131 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. PetWOrth MS. 

lohn myne eldesf sone ' shal haue plowes fyre 

faf was my faders heritage ' whan he was alyve 

And my myddelesf sone v plowes of londe 

baf I halpe forto gete wiih my ri^f honde 60 

And al myn oJjBre pt«-chace of londes and ledes [leaf es] 

faf I biquepe Gameljrn . and al my good stedes 

And I biseche 30U good men faf lawe cowne of londe 

For Gamelynes loue "■ faf my quesf stonde 64 

Thus dalf fe knyjf his londe by his day 

Ei^f on his de]) bed sik Jier he lay 

And sone afterward he lay stoon stille 

And deide whan tyme comef as if was cn«tes wille 68 

Anoon as he was dede and vnder gras graue 

Sone Y elder brojier ' giled fe ^onge knaue 

He toke into his honde his londe and his lede 

And Gamelyne him seluen to clofe and to fede 72 

He clo])ed him and fedde him/ euett and eke wrothe 

And lete his londes forfare ' and his houses bofe 

His Parkes and his wodes ' and did no J>ing" welle 

And sijjen he if aboujf on his owne felle 76 

So longe was Gamelyne m his brojiers halle 

ffor fe strengesf of good wift fei douted hym allc 

Jper was noon jjer-Inne neifer jonge ne olde 

Jjaf wold' wrethe Gamelyn. were he neuer so bolde 80 

Gamelyne stood on a day "■ m his broferes 3erde 

And byganne wijj his hond/ to handel his berde 

He foujf on his landes fat lay vnsowe 

And his fare okes faf doune were ydrawe 84 

His Parkes were broken/ and his deer reued 

Of alle his good stedes/ noon was hym byleued 

His hous were vnlulled/ and ful euett di3f 

Tho foujf Gamelyne/ if wenf nof aryf 88 

IT Afterward' come his broker walking" fare 

And seide to Gamelyn. is our mete jare 

Tho wrathed him Gamelyn/ and swore by goddys boke 

j3ow shalf go bake fi self/ I wil nof be Jii coke 92 

PETWORTH 131 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. Laiisdowne MS. 

lohn myne eldest son schal haue ploues fine 

fat was my faders heritage while he was on lyue 

And my Meddelest son fiue plowhes of londe 

That .1. helpe for to geten wif my riht honde 60 

And al myn ofere purchas of londes and of ledes 

That .1. be-quethe Gamelyne and al my goode stedes 

And .1. be-seeke jowe good men fat lawe conne of londe 

ffor Gamelyn loue fat my quest stonde 64 

IT Thus dalte f e knyht his londe be his daye 

Riht on his def e bed seke f e?-6 he laye 

And sone afterward he laye stone stitt 

And deide whan time came as it was cristes witt 08 

Anone as he was dede atid vnder gars graue 

Sone f e alder brof er giled f e 3onge knaue 

And toke m-to his honde his londe and his lede 

And Gamelin him selfe to cle and to fede 72 

He clof ed him and fedde 3niel and eke wrof e 

And lete his for fare and his house3 bothe 

His Pa)"kes and his wodes and dide no fmge wel 

And seff en he it abouhte on his fane fel 70 

So longe was Gamelui m his brof ers hatt 

ffor f e strongest of good witt f ei douten him att 

Ne was fere none f er-mne 3onge ne olde 

That wold wreff e ware he neuer so bolde 80 

IT Gamelyn stode vp on a dale in his brof ere 3erde [if 55, bk] 

And be-gan wif his honde to handel his berde 

He f ouhte on his londes fat layen vnsawe 

And his faire Okes fat doune were drawe 84 

His parkes were broken and his dere reuede 

Of att his goode stedes was none him be-leuede 

His howses weren vnhelde and ful yuel y-diht 

Tho fouht Gamelyn it wente nouht a-riht 88 

Afterwarde cam his brof er walkmge fere 

And seide to GameHn is oure mete 3ere 

f o him wref f ed Gamelyn and suore be goddes boke 

Thou schalt go bake f 1 selfe .1. wil nou3t be fi koke 92 

LANSDOWNB 131 KXXl * 
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APPENDIX TO GEOUP A. GAMBLYN. Sloaue MS 1685. 



N'ow l)roJ)er Gamelyn how answenst J)OW now 

rhou spakest neue?' suche a word as fow dost now 

By my feith seide Gamelyn now me thinkith nede 

Of alle fe liarmes fiat I liaue I toke neuer ^et hede 96 

My parkes ben broken and my dere by-reved 

Of myn armes and my stedes noght is me byleued 

Al j^at my fader me bi-qua); al goth to shame 

And Jjer-fore haue fou goddes curs brother by thyn name 100 

Than spake his brother fat rape was of rees 

Stand stille gadling and hold fii pees 

])on shalt be fayn to haue Jji mete and \\ wede 

What spekest fou gadling of lond or of lede 104 

j)an seide Gamelyn fe child fat jyng 

Cristes CTirs mote he haue fat clepith me gadling 

I am no worse gadlyng ne no worse wight 

But borne of a lady and geten of a knyght 1 08 

!N"e dorst he note to Gamelin neuer a fote go 

But clepid to him his men and seide to hem tho 

Goth and betith this boy and reueth him his witte 

And lete hun lerne an other to answere me bette 112 

Then saide fe child ^ong Gamelyn 

Cristes curs mote fou haue brother art Jjou myn 

And 3if I shal algate be beten a-noon 

Cristes curs mote fou haue but fou. be that oon 116 

And anon his brother in fat grete hete 

Made his men to fette staffes Gamelyn to bete 

When eue?y of hem hadd a staff I-nomen 

Gamelyn was war foo he seigh hem comen 120 

Tho Gamelyn sighe hem comen he loked ouer att 

And was warre of a pestel stood vnder f e walle 

Gamelyn was light and f ider con he lepe 

And drofP aUe his brothers men right sone on hepe [if 58, bk] 

And lokid as a wild lyon . and laide on gode wone 

Tho his brother sei fat he by-gan to gone 

He fiey vp in to a loft and shete f e dore faste 

This Gamelyn with his pestel mad hem al argast 128 



xxxii * 



EOYAL 18 C n. 4 



Now brother' Gamelyn how vnswarest thou now 

Thou spakest neuyi* suche a worde as thou dost now 

Be my feith seide Gamelyn now me thynketh nede . 

Of alle the harmes that I haue I toke neuyr* yet licde , 96 

My parkis/ ben broken and my deer" bi-reuyd 

Of myn armes and my stedis noght is me biieuyd 

Aft that my fadir" me bi-quath att goth to schame . 

And therfore haue thou goddis curs brother* be thyn name ./ 

Than spake his brother" that rape was of rees . 101 

Stonde stiLLe gadlyng and holde thi pees . 

Thou schalt be fayn to haue thi mete and thi wede 

What spekesf thou gadlyng* of londe or of lede . 104 

Than seide Gamelyn the childe that was yeng* . 

Cristes curs mote he haue that clepett me gadlyng . 

I am no worse gadlyng* ne no worse wight . 

But borne of a lady and geten of a knyglit peaf «] 

No dorst he not to Gamelyn neuer a foot go . 109 

But clepid to hym his men and seide to hem tho 

Goth and betith this boy and reueth hym his witte . 

And lete hym lerne a nother" tyme to Tnsware me bette . 

Then seide the childe yong< Gamelyn . 113 

Cristis curs mote thou haue brothef art thou myn . 

And if I schatt algate be betyn a-noon . 

Cristes curs mote thou haue but thou be that oon. 116 

And a-non his brother" m that grete hete . 

Made his men to fette staues Gamelyn to bete . 

When euery of hem had a staff" nomen . 

Gamelyn was ware tho he sigh hem comen. 120 

Tho Gamelyn sigh hem comen he lokid ouer att . 

And was war* of a pestett stood vndir' the watt./ 

Gamelyn was light and thider" gon to lepe . 

And droff alle his brethers men right sone on an hepe 1 24 

Ajid lokid as a wilde lion and leide on good wone . 

Tho his brother" sigh that he began to gone . 

He fleigh vp in to a lofte and schette the dore faste 

Thus Gamelyn with his pestett made hem aUe a-gaste . 128 

HABLEIAN 1758. 4 



Kow broffir Gamelyn hou vnswarest fou now 

Thou spakkest neuer suche a word as fou dost now 

By my feythe seide Gamelyn now me f ynkith nede 

Of aUe fe armes fat I haue I toke neuer jet hede 96 

My parkes ben broken and my dere by-reved [leaf 6s] 

Of myn armes and my stedes noght is me byleued 

Al fat my fader me quaf al goth to schame 

And f erf ore haue goddes curs brof er by fyn name 100 

Than spat his brother fat rape was of rees 

Stand stiUe gadlyng< and hold fy pees 

Thou shalt fayne to haue f y mete and f y wede 

What spekest fou gadlyng* of lond or of lede 104 

Than seide Gamelyn f e child fat was jyng* 

(!ristes curs mote he haue fat clepith me gadlyng* 

I am no worse gadljoig* ne no worse wight 

But borne of a lady and geten of a knyght 108 

Ne dirst he note to Gamelyn neuer a fote go 

But clepid to him his men and saide to hem f o 

Goth and bethet f is boy and reueth him his witte 

And lette hym lerne an of er tyme to vnsware me bette 112 

Then seide f e child jong* Gamelyn 

Cristes curs mote fou haue brother art fou myn 

And jif y shal algate be beten a-noon 

Cristes curs mote fou haue but fou be fat oon 116 

An-noon his brother in fat grete hete 

Made his men to fette staffes Gamelyn to bete 

When euery of hem hed a staffe nomen 

Gamelyn was ware tho he seigb hem comen 120 

Tho Gamelyn seigh hem comen he lokid ouer att 

And was war of a pestel stood vnder f e watt 

Gamelyn was ligSt and f ider he can lepe 

.And droff alle his brothers men rigtt sone on hepe 124 

And lokid as a wild lyon and layde on gode wone 

Tho his brother sei fat he by-gan to gone 

He fley vp in to a loft and shete f e dore fast* 

Thus Gamelyn witfi his pestel made hem alle a-gasf 128 

SLOANE 1685. 4 



APPENDIX TO GEO UP A. GAMELYN. CorpUS MS. 

how broj^er Gamelyn / how answerest' fou now 

Thou spake neuer such a word as jjou dost now 

By my faij) sayde Gamelyn now me fuikej) neede 

Of alt fe harmes fat" I haue I toob neuer are heede 96 

My parkes ben y-broken and my deer hireued 

Of* myn armure and my steedes noughf is me hileued 

AUe faf my fader me biqua]) al goji to schame 

And fer fore haue J)ou goddes curs brofer by fy name 100 

Thanne bispak" his hioper fat rape was of" rees 

Stond stille gadelyng* and hold righf f] pees/ 

Thou schalt" be fayn for to haue fi mete and f i wede 

Whaf spekest" fou Gamelyn of lond ofer of* leede 104 

Than seyde Gamelyn fe child fat" was ying< 

Cristes curs mote he haue faf clepef me gadelyng" 

I am no worse gadelyng* ne no worse wighf 

Buf born of a lady and geten of a knighf 108 

Ne durste he nof to Gamelyn near a foote go 

But clepede to him his men and seyde to hem J: o 

Go)) and betef fis body and reuef him his wit/ 

And laf him lere anofer tyme to answers me bet" 112 

Than seyde fe child yonge Gamelyn) [leaf 6* a] 

Cristas curs mot" Jiou haue brof er art/ fou myn 

And if I schal algate be beten anon 

Cristes curs mote fou haue buf fou be fafr oon 116 

And anon his brof er m fe grete hete 

Made his men to fette staues Gamelyn to beete 

Whan faf euerych of hem hadde a staf T-nomen 

Gamelyn was war fo he seigh hem comen) 120 

Tho Gamelyn seigh hem comen he loked ouer aft 

And was war of a pestel stood vnder a waft 

Gamelyn was Hghf and Jnder gan he lepe 

And drof alle his broferes men nghf soone on an heepe 

he loked as a leoii a layde on good won 125 

Tho his brofer seigh fat" he bigan to gon 

he fleigh vp m til a loff and schette fe dore fast" 

Thus Gamelyn wif his pestelle made hem agasf 128 

CORPUS 132 



APPENDIX TO GEOUP A. GAMELYN. PetWOrth MS. 

Whaf brojjer Gamelyne howe answerst jion nowe 

fou spekesf neuere such a wor(J as fou dost nowe 

By feife seide Gamelyn ' now me fenkef nede 

Of al f e harmes faf I haue ' I toke neuere jif hede . 96 

My parkes bene broken f and my dere reued Deaf 63, back] 

Of myn armes ne my stedes*^ noujf is byleued 

Aft faf my fader" me byquafe ' al gof to shame 

And ferfor haue fou goddes curs ' brofere be fi name 100 

fan spake his brof er f af rape was and rees 

Stond stille Gadlynge and holde f i pees 

Thou shalf be fayn to haue ' f i mete and f i wede 

Whaf spekesf fow gadeling" of londe or of lede 104 

Than seide Gamelyn f f e child so ^mg" 

Cristes curs mote he haue f f af me clepeth Gadehnge 

I am no wors Gadehng" ' ne no wors wi3f 

Buf born of a lady and gete of a.kny^f 108 

Ne dorsf he nof to Gamelyn neuere a foof goo 

Buf cleped to hym his men ' and seide to he??^ f oo/ 

Gof and betef f is boye and reuef hym his witte 

And laf him lerne anof er tyme ' to answer' me bette 112 

Than seide f e Chil(J 3ong6 Gamelyn 

Cristes curs mote f ou haue ' brof er art f ou myn 

And if I shal algates be beten anon 

Cristes curs mote fou haue' but fou be f af on 116 

And anon his brof er m f af grete hete 

Made his men to fette staues Gamelyn to bete 

Whan euery of hem had a staf ynommen 

Gamelyn was werre whan he segh hem commen 120 

Whan Gamelyne segh hem commen. he loked ouer aft 

And was ware of a pestel "■ stode vnder f e waft 

Gamelyn was lijf and f ider" gan he lepe 

And droof alle his broferes men rijf sone on an hepe 124 

And loked as a wilde lyon. and leide on good wone 

And whan his brofer segh faf ' he bygarane to gon 

He fley vp into a loff f and shette f e door fasf 

fus Gamelyn wif his pesteL made hem al a-gasf 128 

/ PETWOETH 132 
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Howe brofer Gamelyn howe answeres fou nowe 

Thou spak neuer suche a worde as fou dost nowe 

Be my faif e seide Gamelia now me f enkef nede 

Of al f e harmes that .1. haue .1. toke neuer are hede 96 

My parkes bene broken and myn dere be reuede 

Of myne armoure and my stedes nouht is me be-leued 

Al fat my ffader me be-quathe al gof e to schame 

And fer-for haue fou goddes curse brofer be fi name 100 

IT Than be-spakke his brofer fat rape was of rees 

Stond stift gedelinge and hold riht f i pes 

Thou schalt be fame for to haue f i mete and f i wede 

AVhat spekest fou gamelin of londe or of lede 104 

Than seide Gameline f e chUde fat was jinge 

Cristes curs mot he haue fat clepef m[e] gedelinge 

.1. am no wers gadelyn ne no wers whyght 

Bot borne of lady and geten of a knyht 108 

Ne dorste he nouht to Gamel3dn neere a fote go 

Bot cleped to him his men and seide to hem f o 

Gof e and bete f is boye and reuef him his witte 

And lat him leren a-nofer time to answere me bitte 112 

Than seide f e clulde jonge Gamelyn 

Cristes curs most fou haue brofer art fou myne . 

And if schal algate be beten a-none 

Cnstes curs must fou haue bot fou be fat one 116 

And anon his brofer m fat grete hete 

Made his men to fet staues Gamehn for to bete 

Whan euery of hem had a staf ynome 

Gamely was war foo he sey hem comen 120 

Tho Gamelyn seye hem com he loked ouere aft 

And was ware of a pestel stondeinge vnder a waft 

Gamelyn was liht arid f eder gan he lepe Deaf 66] 

And droue al his brefes men riht on an hepe 124 

He loked as wilde lyon and leide om good wone 

Tho his brofer sawhe fat f ei be-gan to gone 

He fleyhe vpe in-til a lofte and sehotte f e dore fast 

Thus Gamelyn with his pestel made hem al a-gast 128 
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Some for gamelyns loue and some for eye 

Alle tliei drowten hem to halues ]joo he gan to pleye 

What no"w seide Gamelyn euel mote 36 thee 

"Wil 36 M-gynne contik and so sone flee 132 

Gamelyn soght his hrojjer "whider he was flow 

And sauhe where he lokid oute at a wyndowe 

Brother said Gamelyn come a litel nere 

And I wil teche the a play at the hokelere 136 

His brother hym answend and seid hy seiat Eichere 

While fat pestel is in thi hond I wil come no nere 

Brother I wil make thi pees I swere by cnstes ore 

Cast a-way jje pestel and wrathe the nomore 140 

I moste nede saide Gamelyn wrath me at ones 

fibr ])ou wold make fi men to breke my bones 

Ne hadde I hadde mayn and might in myn armes 

To hane hem fro me thei wold haue do me harmes 144 

Gamelyn saide his brother be pon not wrothe 

ffor to seen the haue harme me were right lothe 

I ne did it noght brofer but for a fondyng 

fibr to loken or fou art strong and art so jyng 148 

Come a-doune then to me and graunt me my bone 

Of a thing I wil the axe and we shul saught sone 

Down fan come his brofer that fykel was and felle 

And was swith sore a-ferd of pe pestefl: 152 

He saide brother Gamelyn axe me pi bone 

And loke pou me blame but I it graunt sone 

Than saide Gamelyn brother I was 

And we shul be at one poii most grauwt me this 156 

A.Ue fat my fadir me by-quaf while fat he was on lyue 

Thou most do me it haue jif we shul not stryve 

jiai shat f ou haue Gamelyn I swere by oristes ore 

A]J fat f 1 fader f e bi-quath f ough f ou woldest haue more 

Thi lond that lith leie wel it shal be sowe 

And thyn houses reised vp fat ben leide ful lowe 

Thus saide the knyght to Gamelyn with mouth 

And fought on falsenes as he wel couthe 164 
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Some for Gamelyns loue and some for eie . 

Alle thei drowhen hem to halues tho he gan to pleie . 

What now seide Gamelyn euytt mote ye the . 

Witt ye begynne contek and so sone fle . 132 

Gamelyn sought his brother' whither" he was flowe . 

And saugh where he loked oute at a wyndowe . 

Brother* seide Gamelyn come a litett nere . 

And I wilt teche the to pleie at the bokelere . 136 

His brother' hjm. answerde and seide be seynt Eichere . 

While that pestett is m thi honde I wiit come no nero 

Brother" I witt make thi pees I swere bi cnstes ore 

Cast a-weie the pestett and wrath the no more . 140 

I most nede seide Gamelyn wrath me at ones . 

ffor thou wolde make thi men to breke my bones . 

Ne had I had mayn and myght in myn armes . 

To haue putte hem fro me thei wolde haue do me harmes 

IT Gamelyn seide his brother' be thou not wroth . 145 

ffor to seen the haue harme me if were righf loth . 

I ne dide it noght brothei^ but for a fondyng . 

ffor to loken iP thou art strong and art so yeng 148 

Come a-doune then to me and graunt me my bone . 

Of 00 thyng* I witt the axe and we schutt saught sone 

Doune than come his brother' that fekitt was and felle 

And was swithe sore a-ferd of the pestefte . 152 

He seide brothii^ Gamelyn axe me thi bone . 

And loke thou me blame but I it graunt sone ./ 

Than seide Gamelyn brother" y-wis , [leaf 47, teck] 

IT And we schutt be at one thou muste graunte me this . 

All that my fadir' me by-quath while that he was on lyue . 

Thou muste do me it haue yef we schutt not stryue . 158 

That schalt thou haue Gamelyn I swere be cnstes ore 

Aft that thi fadir' the by-quath though thou woldest haue 

Thi londe that lieth leye weft it schaft be sowe . [more . 

And thyn housis reisid vp that ben leide fuft lowe 

Thus seide the knyght to Gamelyn with mouth . 

And thought on falsnes as he weft couth . 1 64 
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Some for Gamelyns loue and some for eye 

Alle fey drowen hem to halues f oo he gan to flee 

What now seide Gamelyn euel mote je f e 

WUle 36 by-gynne contyk" and so sone flee 132 

Gamelyn sou3t his brother whider he was flow Ueaf 63, back] 

And saughe where he lokid oute of a wyndow 

Brother seyde Gamelyn come a litul nere 

And I wUle teche the a play at the bokeler 136 

His brother him vnswarid and seide by seynt Eichere 

While fat pestel is in thi hond I wole come no nere 

Brother I wil make thi pees I swere by cr[i]stes ore 

Cast a-way fe pestel and wrath the no more 140 

I moste nede saide Gamelyn wrath me at ones 

ffor f ou wold make f y men to breke my bones 

ITe hadde I hadde mayn and myght m myn armes 

To haue hem fro me thei wold haue do de harmes 144 

Gamelyn saide his brother be f ou not wroth 

ffor to seen the haue harme me were right loth 

I ne dede it nou3t brother but for a fondyng* 

ffor to loken or fou art strong* and art so 3yng' 148 

Come a doune fen to me and graunt me my bone 

Of o f yng" I wil f e axe and we shul saught sone 

Downe fan come his brother fat fekil was and felle 

And was swich sore a-ferd of the pesteft 152 

He seide brother Gamelyn axe me f y bone 

And loke fou blame but I it graunt sone 

Than seide Gamelyn brother I was 

And we shuft be at one fou most graumt me fis 156 

AlLe fat my fader me by-quaf while fat he was on lyue 

Thou moust do me it haue 3if we shul not stryve 

That shalt fou haue Gamelyn I swere by cnstes ore 

Alle fat fader fe be-quaf fough fou woldest haue more 160 

Thi lond fat lith leye . wel it shal be sowe 

And fyn houses reised vp fat ben leide ful lowe 

Thus seide f e knyght to Gamelyn with mouth 

And f 0U3t on falsenes as he wel couth 164 
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Somme for gamelynes lone and some for his eye 

Alt fei drowen by halues fo lie bigan to pleye 

"Whaf now seyde Gamelyn yuel mof fou Jiee 

Wil ye bigynne contek' and so soone flee 132 

Gamelyn sougBt' his brojier' whider he was flowe 

And saugh wher he loked ouf af a wyndowe 

Brofer saide Gamelyn come a litel neer 

And I wil teche Jie a play atte Bokeleer 136 

his brofer him answerde and sayde be semf Eiehere 

Wliil J>e pestel is ui Jjin hond I wol come no neer 

Brofer I wel make fy pees I swere by cristes oore/ 

Casf a-way Jie pestel and wraj)})e fe nomore 140 

I moot* neede sayde Gamelyn wrajjjje me at oones 

ffor J)ou wolde make Jii men to breke my boones 

Ife hadde I had mayn and mighf m myn armes 

To haue hem driuen fro me fei wolde haue do me harmes 

Gamelyn sayd his brofer be foil noughf wrof 145 

ffor to see fe hane harm were me righf lo]) 

I dide it noughf bro))er but" for a fondyng" 

ffor for to loken or fou were strong* and arfr so jmg" 148 

Com a doun fan to me and graunte me my boone [ieaf64a,i)ack] 

Of fmg* I wol fe asken and we schul saughte soone 

Doun fan cam his brof er faf fikel was and felle 

And was swithe sore agasf of" fe pestelle 152 

he seyde brofer Gamelyn aske me fy boone 

And loke f ou me blame but I if graunte soone 

Thanne seyde Gamelyn brofer y-wys 

And we schuUe ben af on jjou most me graunte Jus 156 

Al faf my fader me biquath whil he was on lyue 

Thou mosf do me it haue iff we schuUe noujf stryue 

Thaf schalf fou haue Gamelyn I swere by cnstes oore 

Al faf fi fader fe byquath fough fou woldesf haue more 

Thi lond faf Heth laye wel it sehal be so we 161 

And fine houses reised vp f af ben y-leyd so lowe 

Thus sayde f e knighf to Gamelyn) by mouf e 

And foughte of falsnesse as he wel coufe 164 
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Some for Gamelyns lone, and some for eye 

Alle f ei droughen hem to halues whan he gan to pleye 

% Whaf nowe seide Gamelyn ' euel mote 3e the 

Wil je bygynne contecte ' and so sone flee 1 32 

Gamelyn soujf his brof er '' whider' he was flowe [leaf ei] 

And seghe where he loked ouf a wyndowe 

Brof ere seide Gamelyn. come a litel nere ^ 

And I wO. teche fe a play at fe bokelere 136 

His brof ere hun ansuerde. and seide by semf Richere 

fe while f af pestel is m fine honde . I wil come no nere 

Brof er I wil make f i pees ' I swer by cnstes oore 

(3asf away fe pestel. and wrefe fe no more 140 

1! mosf nede seide Gamelyn wref me af onys 

ffor f ou wold make f i men. to breke my bonys 

Ne had I hadde mayn and myjf m myn armes 

To ban hem fro me . f ei wold haue don me harmes 1 44 

Gamelyn seide his brof er be f ou nof wroth 

Forto sene f e han harme. me were rijf loth 

I ne did if nof brof er buf for a fondinge 

ffor to loken wher f ou arf stronge and arf so 3enge 148 

Gome a doune fan to me and graunf me my bone 

Of oon f mgi I wil f e axe and we shal sau3f sone 

Doune fan come his brof er f af fikel was aiid, felle 

And was swif sore a-feerd of fe pestelle 152 

He seide brof er Gamelyn axe me f i bone 

And loke f ou me blame buf I if grawnte sone 

Jjan seide Gamelyn brof er I-wys 

And we shul be af on. fou most graunte me this 156 

Ait f af my fader me by-quaf . whilsf he was alyue 

)5ow mosf do me if haue. if we shul nof strive 

(3af shalf fou haue Gamelyn I swere bi cnstes oore. 

Al f af f 1 fadere f e by-quaf e. f ough fou wold' haue more 

Thy londe faf litS. ley. wel if shal be sawe 161 

And fine houses reised vp faf bene leide ful lawe 

Thus seide f e knyght . to gamelyn wif mouf e 

And foujt on falsnes as he wel coufe 164 
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Som for for GameKnes loue and somme for his eye 

Al f ei drouhe be halues whan he be-gan to pleye 

What nowe seide Gamelin yeuel mot 30 f e 

Wil 3e beginne contik and so sone flye 132 

GameHn souht his. brof ere whider he was flowe 

And sawh where fat he loked oute at a wmdowa 

Brof er seide Gamelyn come a litel nere 

And .1. wil teche a pleie att fe bokelere 136 

His brof er him ansewarde and swore be seint Eiehere 

While f 6 pestel is in f i honde y. come f e no nere 

Brof er .1. wil make fi pees .1. swere be goddes ore 

Cast awaie fi Pestel and wraffe f e nomore 140 

.1. mot nede seide Gamelyne wraffe me att ones 

ffor fou wolde make f i men breke my bones 

Ne had .1. had maine and miht m bof e myn armes 

To fende hem from me f ei wolde haue done me armes 144 

Gameliu seide his brof ere be fou nouht wrof e 

ffor to seen f e haue harme me were riht lof e 

.1. ne dide it nouht brof er but for a fondemge 

ffor to loken if foue were stronge and art so 3ynge 148 

Come a-doune fan to me and graunt me my bone 

Of f mge .1. wiU f e axen and we schal sauhte sone 

f Doune fan cam his brof er fat fikel was and fel 

And was rihf sore agast of f e pestel 152 

He seide brof er Gamehne ax me f 1 bone 

And loke fou me blame bot .1. it graim.t fe sone 

Than seide Gamelyin brof e ywis 

And we sohol bene att one fou most me graunt fis 156 

Att fat my fader me bequaf e while he was on lyue 

})ou most do me it haue if we schoft nouht striue 

That schalt fou haue Gamelyn .1. swere be goddes ore 

Al fat fi fader f e be-quaf e f ouhe fou woldest haue more 160 

Thi londe fat lief ley wele it schal be sowe 

A.nd f m house reised vpe fat ben leide so lowe 

Thus seide f e knyht to Gameliae be mowf e 

And f ouht of falsenes as he wele coufe 164 
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The knyght JiougM on treson and Gamelyn on none [leaf 59] 

And went and kissed liis brother and when Tpei were at one 

Alas jong Gamelyn no thing he ne wiste 

With suche false treson his brother him kyste 168 

Lynthenyth and lysteneth and holdith joure tong 

And 36 shul here talkyng of Gamelyn the ^ong 

Ther was ther be siden cried a wrastelynge 

And ther fore ther was sett a Earn and a Eynge 172 

And Gamelyn was in wille to wende ferto 

ffor to preuen his might what he conde do 

Brother seide Gamelyn be semt Eichere 

Thou most lene me to nyght a litel cm'sere 176 

That is fressB to fe spores on for to ride 

I most on an Erand a litel here be side 

Be god saide his brother of stedes in my stalle 

Go and chese the fe best spare non of hem alle 180 

Of stedes and of cursers that stoden hem be side 

And telle me good brother whider fuu wilt ride 

Here be side brother is cried a wrastljmge 

And fer fore shal be sette a ram and a rynge 184 

Moche worship it were brother to ts alle 

Might I j)e ram and j)e rynge bryngen home to ])2S halle 

A stede \er was sadeled smertly and skete 

Gamelyn dide a paire of spores faste on his fete 188 

He sette his fote m Jie stirop the stede he by-strod 

And toward Jie wrastlynge the yong child rood 

Tho Gamelyn fe yonge was riden oate at gate 

The fals knyght his brother loked yit after Jjate 192 

And bi-sought ihesn crist that is heuen kynge 

He mighte breke his nekke in that wrastHnge 

As sone as Gamelyn come ther the place was 

He light donii of his stede and stode on the gras 196 

And ther he herde a frankelen weylaway synge 

And bi-gan bitterly his handes for to wrynge 

Gode man seide Gamelyn whi makest fou fis fare 

Is ther no man that may 30W helpen out of care 200 

XXX.V1 * EOVAL 18 C ii. 6 



The knyght thought on treson and Gamelyn on noon . 

And wente and kissed his brother and whan thei were at 

Alias yong Gamelyn no thyng he ne wiste . 1°°^ • 

With suche fals treson his brother' hym kiste 168 

% Lyitheneth and listeneth and holdith your' tonge 

And ye schutt here talkyng of Gamelyn the yonge . 

Ther* was ther" be siden cried a wrastlyng* 

And therfore ther* was sette a Earn and a Eyngf ./ 1 72 

And Gamel3m was in wifl to wende therto 

ffor to preuyn hys myght what he coude do . 

Brother" seide Gamelyn be seynt Eichere . 

Thou moste lene me to nyght a litett cursere . 176 

That is fcescB to the sporis on for to ride . 

I most on an erand a litett here be side . 

Bi god seide his brother' of stedis in my staUe . 

Go and chese the the best spare noon of hem alle . 180 

Of stedis and of cursers that stonden hem be side . 

And telle me good brother" whider" thou wilt ride . 

Here be side brothei' is cried a wrastlynge . 

And there fore schaft be set a Eam and Ejoige . 184 

Moche worschip it were brother" to vs alle . 

Might I the Eam and the Eyng^ bryngen home to this halle ./ 

A stede ther" was sadelid smertly and skete . 

Gamelyn dide a peire of sporis faste on his fete 188 

He sette his foot m the stirop the stede he bi-strood . 

And toward the wrastlynge the yong* cidlde rood , 

Tho Gamelyn the yonge was riden oute at gate . 

The fals knyght his brother" loked yet aftir" thate . 192 

And besought ihesu crist that is heuyn kyngi . 

He myght breke his nekke in that wrastlynge . 

As sone a Gamelyn come there the place was . 

He light downe of his stede and stood on the gras . 196 

And there he herde a flrankeleyn welaweie syng* . 

And bi-gan bitterly his hondis for to wryng* . 

Gode man seide Gamelyn wH makist thou this fare . 

Is ther" no man that may you helpen out of care . 200 

HARLEIAN 1758. 6 



The knyght fought on treson an Gamelyn on none 

And went and kissed his brother awe? whewne fey weren atone 

Alias ^ong* Gamelyn no fyngi he ne wiste 

With suche fals treson his brother hym kyste 168 

Lyithenyth and lystnytB and holdith joure tong< [leaf 54] 

And 3e shul here talkyng' of Gamelyn fe 3ong' 

Ther was ther be siden . cried a wrastlyng* 

And ther for ther was sette a Eam and a ryng* 172 

And Gamelyn was m wiUe to wende fer to 

ffor to preuen his myght what he coude do 

Brother seid Gamelyn be seynt Eichere 

Thou most lene me to nyght a litel coursere 176 

That is fressh to fe spores on for to ryde 

I most on an Erand a litel here by side 

Be god seide his broker of stedes m my staUe 

Go and chese the best spare non of hem alle 180 

Of stedes and of coursers that stoden hem be.side 

And telle me gode brother whedir fou wilt ride 

Here by side brother ys cried a wrastlynge 

And ferfore shal be set a Earn an a ryngi 184 

Moche worship it were brother to vs alle 

Might 30 the ram and fe ryngi bryngen home to fts halle 

A stede fer was sadeled smertly and skete 

Gamelyn dide a paire of spores fast on his fete 188 

He sette his foot m fe stirop pe stede he by-strood 

And toward Jie wrastlynge fe yong child rood 

Tho Gamelyn Jje yong was riden oute at gate 

The fals knyght his brother lokid yit after fate 192 

And by-sou3t ihesu crist fat is heuen kyng* 

He myght breke his nekke in fat wrastlynge 

As sone as Gamelyn come fere the place was 

He light douw of his stede on the gras 196 

And ther he herde a frankeleyn weylaway synge 

And bi-gan bitterly his hondes for to wrynge 

Gode man saide Gamelyn whi makest f ou f is fare 

Is ther no man fat may 30U helpen oute of care 200 
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The knight* Jjoughf on treson and Gamelyn on noon 
And went* and kissed his brojjer and when fey weren at oon) 
Alias yonge Gamelyn nojimg' he ne wisfr 
Wif) such fals tresoun his brofer him kist/ 168 

lifeneth and lestene]) and holdef youre tonge 
And je sohul heere talkyng* of gamelyn Jie ^onge 
Ther was fer besyden cried a wrastelyngi 
And fer fore fer was vp y-sef a Eam and a ryng* 172 

And Gamelyn was m wiUe to wende ferto 
ifor to preuen his mighf whaf he conjje doo 
'Bmper seyde Gamelyn by semt* Eicher 
Thou most lene me to nighf a litel courser 176 

That" is freissch to Jje spores on for to ryde 
I m^oste on an Erande a litel here besyde/ 
By god seyde his bro]3er of steedes in my stalle 
Go and chese fe fe beste spare non of alle 180 

Of" steedes or of coursers Jiafr stonden him bysyde 
And telle me goode brojjer whider fou wolt* ryde 
here besyde brojier is cryed a wrastlyng* 
And Jjerfore schal be sette a Eam and a Eyng* 184 

Moche worschipe it were broJ)er to vs aUe [icateisi 

Mighf I fB Eam and Jje ryng* bryngen hom to ]jis halle 
A steede per was sadeled smartly and skeef 
Gamelyn dide a paire spores fast" on his feet 188 

he sette his foof in pe styrop Jie steede he bistrood 
And toward fe wrastelyng* pe 3onche child rood 
Tho Gamelyn pe 3ong6 was ryden ouf atte gate 
The false knighf his brofer loked it after pate 192 

And bisoughte ihesu Crist' pat is heuen king* 
he mighte breke his necke m pat" wrastlyng" 
As sone as gamelyn com ther pe place was 
he lighte doun of his steede and stood on pe gras 196 

And pere he herds a ffrankelyn wayloway syng» 
And bigan bitterly his hondes for to wryng* 
Goode man seide Gamelyn whi makesf pou pis fare 
Is per noman paf may 30U helpen ouf of pis care 200 

CORPUS 134 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. PetWOrth MS. 

pe knyjf poujf on treson. and gamelyn anon 

And wente and kissed his broper and whan pei were at on 

Alas yonge Gamelyn no pmg* he ne wist 

Wip such fals treson his broper him kist* 168 

Lypeneth and listenep and holdep ^our tonge [leaf u, tack] 

And je shiil here talking* of Gamelyn pe ^onge 

IT Ther was pere bisiden cride a wrasteUnge 

And perfore per was sette a ramme and a ringe 172 

And Gamelyn was m wille to wende perto/ 

fforto preuen his my^f what" he coude doo 

Bropere seide Gamelyn by semf Eichere 

pow most* lene me to nyjf a htel coursere 176 

That* IS fresshe fro pe spore on for to ride 

I mosf on an erand' a litel here beside 

By god seide his broper/ of stedes m my stalle 

Goo and chese pe the best" spare non of hem alle 180 

Of stedes and of coursers paf stoden hem byside 

And telle me good broper whider pou wilt ride 

Here beside broper is cried a wrastelinge 

And perfore shal be sette a ram and a ringe 184 

Moche worchip it were bropere to vs aUe 

Mighf I pe ram ajtd pe ring* bring* home to pis haUe 

A slede ther was sadeled smertly an skete 

Gamelyn did a peire spores fast* on his fete 188 

He sette his foote m pe stirop. pe stede he bistrode 

And towardes pe ■(^'rasteling* pe yong* childe rode 

IT Whan Gemelyn pe 3onge was riden ouf atte gate 

pe fals knyjf his broper loked if after" pate 192 

And bysou3f Ihesu cr«sf paf is heuene kmge 

He myghf breke his necke m pe wrestelinge 

As sone as Gamelyn come per pe place was 

He lighf douue of his stede and stood on pe gras 196 

And per he herde a frankeleyn weiloway smge 

And by-gonue bitterly his hondes for to wringe 

Good man seide Gamelyn ' whi mast pou pis fare 

Is per no man paf may. 30U helpen ouf of care 200 

PETWORTH 134 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. Lansdowne MS. 

The knyht pouht on treson and Gamelin pouht none [if 56, bk] 

And went and kissed his broper And whan pei weren att one 

Alas 3onge Gamelyne no pinge he ne wiste 

With suche false treson his broper him kyst 168 

Lysten and lythes and holdep 30ure tonge . 

And 3e schal here talkeruge of Gamelin pe 3ong6 

Ther was pere be-side cride a wrastlinge 

And per for pere was sette a rame a7id a ringe 1 72 

And Gamelyn was m wil to wende per to 

ffor to prouen his myht what he coupe do 

Bropere seide GameUne be semt Eichere 

Thou moste lene me to nyht a litel coursere 176 

pat IS frische to pe spores on for to ride 

.1. moste on an herande a litel here be-side 

Be god seide his br[o]per of stedes in my stal 

Go and chese pe pe best and spare none of al 180 

Of stedes or of eouwrseres pat stoden hem be-side 

And tel me good broper wheder pou wilt ride 

Here be-side broper is cried a warstelinge 

And per for schal be sett a ram and a rynge 184 

Meche worschipe it were brope to us alle 

Might .1. pe ramme and pe ringe bringe home to pis halle 

A stede pere was sadeled smerly and skete 

Gamelin dide a paire of spores faire on his fete 188 

He sete fote m pe sterep pe stede he be-strode 

And to-warde pe wrastelinge pe 3111 childe rode 

Tho Gamelin pe 3onge was reden oute att pe gate 

The false knyht his broper lokked it after pate 192 

And be-souht Ihesu crist pat is heuen kinge 

He myht breke his neke in pat wrestlinge 

As sone as Gamelin cam per pis place was 

He liht doime of his stede and stode on pe gras 196 

And pere herde a frankelem walawaie singe 

And be-gan bitterly his hondes to wringe 

Gode man seide Gamelin . whi makes pou pis fare 

Is per no man pat male 30W helpen oute of pis care 200 

LANSDOWNE 134 XXXvii * 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. Royal MS 18 C U. 



APPENDIX TO GBoup A. GAMELYN. Haileiaii 1758. 



APPENDIX TO GEOUP A. GAMELYN. Sloane MS 1685. 



Alias seide Jjis frankeleyn that euer was I bore 
ffor twei stalworfch sones I ■wene that I haue lore 
A Champion is in fe place Jiat hath wroght me sorowe 
ffor he hath slayn. my two sones hut jif god hem borwe 
I "wol 3eue ten pound' by ihesu cnst and more 205 

With fe nones fat I fond a man to handle hym sore [if 59, » i 
Gode man seide Gamelyn wilt J)ou wel done 
Hold myn hors while my man drawith of my shone 208 
And helpe my man to kepe my clothes and my stede 
And I wil m to fe place gone to loke ^if I may spede 
By god seide Jie frankeleyn it shal be done 
I wa my self be thi man to draw of thi shone 212 

And wende pou m to place ihesn cnste the spede 
And drede not of thi clothes ne of Jji gode stede 
Baifoot and vngirt Gamely In came 

Alle fat were in Jie place hede of him fei name 216 

How he durste auntre him to done his myght 
J3at was so doughti a champion m wrastling and in fight 
Vp sterte J)e Champion rapely a-none 
Toward 3ong Gamelyn he by-gan to gone 220 

And seide who is f i fader and who is fi sire 
ffor sothe jjou art a grete fool fat f ou come here 
Gamelyn answerid f e Champion tho 

Thou knew wel my fader while he couthe go 234 

Whiles he was on lyue by seint Martyn 
Sire lehan of Boundis was his name and I gamelyn 
ffelaw seide f e Champion so mote I thyue 
I knew wel fi fader whiles he was on lyue 228 

And thi self gemelyn I wil fat f ou it here 
While f ou were a jong boy a moche schrew f ou were 
Than seide Gamelyn and swore by cristes ore 
Ifow I am older wax f ou shalt fynde me a more 232 

By god seide f e Champion) wel come mote f ou be 
Come f ou ones m my bond f ou shalt neuer the 
It was wel with-Inne the nyght and the mone shone 
When Gamelyn and the Champion to-gedre gon gone 236 
xxxviii * uoYAL 18 c ii. 7 



Alias seide the ffrankeleyn that euyr" I was bore . 

ffor twey stal worth sones I wene that I haue lore . [leatts] 

A Champion is in the place that hath wrought me sorow(! . 

ffor he hath slayne my two sones but yef god hem borowe . 

I wott yeue ten pounde bi ihesu cnste and more. 

With the nones that I fonde a man to handle hym sore . 

Gode man seide Gamelyn wilt thou weft done . 

Holde my hors while my man draweth of my schone . 208 

And helpe my man to kepe my clothes and my stede. 

And I wilt m to place gone to loke if I may spede . 

By god seide the ffrankeleyn if schatt be done . 

I wilt my seK be thi man to drawe of thi schone . 212 

And wende thou m to place ihesu cnste the spede . 

And drede not of thi clothis ne of thi good stede . 

Barfoot and vngu-t Gamelyn yn cam . 

Alle that were m the place hede of hym thei nam . 216 

How he dorste auntre hym to done his myght . 

That was so doughti a Champiowi m wrastlyng and m fight . 

Vp sterte the Champion rapeli a-noon . 

Toward yong< Gamelyn he bi-gan to goon . 220 

And seide who is thi fadir' and who is thi sire . 

ffor sothe thou arte a gret foolt that thou come here . 

IT Gamelyn answerde the Champion tho . 

Thou knewe welt my fadir while he couthe go . 224 

Whiles he was on lyue be seynt Martyn . 

Sir" Ion of Boundis was his name and I Gamelyn . 

ffelawe seide the Champion so mote I thryue 

I knewe welt thi fadif whiles he was on lyue . 228 

And thi self Gamelyn I wilt that thou if here 

While thou were a yong* boy a moche schrewe thou were 

Than seide Gamelyn and swore hi cristes ore 

ISTow I am older" wax thou schalf fynde me a more . 232 

By god seide the Champion welt come mote thou be . 

Come thou ones m my honde thou schalt neuer the 

f It was welt with-yn the nyght and the mone schoiie . 

When Gamelyn and the Champion to gidef gon gone . 236 

HAELETAN 1758. 7 



Alias seide f is f[r]ankelyn fat ener y was bore 

ffor twey stalworth sones I wene fat I haue lore 

A Champyon is m f e place fat haf wroujt me sorowe 203 

ffor he hath slayn my two sones but jif god hem borowe 

I wel ^eue ten pound by ihesu cnst and more [leaf 51, tack] 

With f e nones that I fonde a man to handle hym sore 

Gode man seide Gamelyn wilt f ou wel done 

Hold' my hors while my man drawith of my shone 208 

And helpe my man to kepe my clothes and my stede 

And I wil in to place gone to loke if y may spede 

By god seyde the frankeleyn it shal be done 

I wiEe my self" be f y mane ' to draw of f y shone [' ms name] 

And wende f ou m to place Uiesu cnst the spede 

And drede not of thi clothes ne of thi gode stede 

Barfoot and vngirt Gamelyn In came 

Alle fat were m f e place hede of him f ei name 216 

How he dorste auntre him to done his myght 

That was so doughty a champion m wrastlyng* aTid m fight 

Vp sterte f e Champion rapely a-none 

Toward 3ong' Gamelyn he by-gan to gone 220 

And seide who is f y fader and who is f y sire 

ffor sof e f ou art a grete foole fat fou come here 

Gamelyn vnswarid f e Champion tho 

Thou knew wel my fader while he couthe go 224 

WhUis he was on lyue by seynt Martyn 

Sire lohan of Boundis was his name and I Gamelyn 

ffelaw seide the Champion so mote I thryue 

I knewe wel the fader whiles he was on lyue 228 

And thi self Gamelyn I wil fat fou it here 

While fou were a jong* boy a moche schrew fou were 

Than saide Gamelyn and swore by cristes ore 

Now I am older wax fou shal fynde me a more 232 

By god seyde f e Champion wel come mote fou be 

Come fou ones m myn honde fou shalt neuer the 

It was wel with-inne nyght and f e mone shone 

When Gamelyn and the Champion to gedre gon gone 236 

SLOANE 1685. 7 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. CorpilS MS. 

Alias seide Jjis ffrankleyn Jiaf euer was I bore 
ffor tweye stalworfe sones I wene fat I haue lore 
A champion is m fe place faf liaji y-wroughf;' me sorwe 
ffor lie haf slayn my tuo sones buf if god hem borwe 204 
I wolde 3iue ten pound by ihesu crist and more 
Wijj Jje nones I fand a man to handelen him sore 
Goode man seide Gamelyn) wilt' Jjon wel done 
hold myn hors wlul my man drawef of' my schone 208 
And help my man to kepe my clofes and my steede 
And I wil in to fe place gon to loke if I may speede 
By god seide fe ffrankeleyn if schal be doon 
I wol my self be Jjy man to drawen of fi sohooii 212 

And wende Jiou m to fe place ihesu crist Tpe speede 
And drede nof of ]>i clones nor of J)i goode steede 
Barfof and vngerf Gamelyn m came 

Alle Jjaf were m jje place heede of him fei name 216 

how he dorste auntre him of him to don his niighf 
Thaf was so doughty a champioMn m wrastelyng* and m fight' 
vp sterte fe Champiown rapely anon 

Toward ^ouge Gamelyn he bigan to goon) 220 

And seide who is fi fader and who is fi sire/ peaf 64 6, back] 
ffor sofe J)ou arf a gref fool Jjaf fou come hire/ 
Gamelyn answerde fe Champiown ]jo/ 
Thou knewe wel my fader whil he coujje goo 224 

Whiles he was on lyue by semt Martyn 
Sire loSn of Boundes was his name and I Gamelyn) 
ffelawe seide fe Champiown so mote I friue 
I knew wel J)i fader whil he was on lyue 228 

And ]3i self Gamelyn I wol faf jjou if heere 
Whil poll were a jong* boy a moche schrewe Jiou were/ 
Than seide Gamelyn and swor by cristes oore 
ITow I am oldere woxe fou sehalf fynde me a more 232 
By god sayde j)e champion welcome mote ]>ovl be/ 
Come ])ou ones m myn hond sehalf fou neuer fe 
If was wel wijjinne fe nighf and Jje moone sohon 
Whan Gamelyn and Jie Champion togidere gonne gon 236 
COBPITS 135 



APPENDIX TO GEOUP A. GAMELYN. Pe.tWOrth MS. 

Alias seide Jiis frankeleyn J)af euere was I bore 

ffor twey stalworjj sones ' I wene jiaf I haue lore 

A champion is m fe place, faf haf wrou^f me sorowe 

ffor he ha]) sclayn my two sones. buf jif god hem borowe 

I wil jeue x. li. by Ihesu crist and more [leaf 65] 

Wiji fe nones I fonde a man wold handel hjm sore 

Good man seide Gamely» wilf fou wele don 

Holde my hors pe whiles my manf drowe of my shofi 208 

And helpe my man to kepe/ my clojjes and my stede 

And I wil to place gon . to loke if I may spede 

By god seide fe ffrankeleyn if shal be don 

I wEmy self be Ja man to drowe of Jn shon 212 

And wende Jiou into place Ihesu cnst Jie spede 

And drede nof of ]>i clofes. ne of fi good stede 

Bare-foof and vngirf . Gamelyn Inne came 

Alle faf were m Jje place . hede of him name 216 

Howe he dursf auenture him to don his my3f 

Jjaf was so doghty a champion m wrasteling" and m fijt 

Vp sterf Ipe Champion rapely anon 

And toward' yong' Gamelyn byganne to g5n 220 

And seide who is J)i fadere and who is fi sire 

ffor sothe fou arf a grete fool faf thou come hire 

Gamelyn answerd pe Champion })0 

Thowe knewe wel my fadere while he myjt goo 224 

Jie whiles he was alyue by seynf MartjTi 

Sii^ lohn of Boundes was his name and I am Gamelyn 

^ ffelawe seide fe Champion so mote I Jjrive 

I knewe wel jji fadere fe whiles he was alyue 228 

And J3i silf Gamelyn I wil faf Jiou it here 

While Jjou were a ^ong* boy. a moofi shrewe Jjou were 

Than seide Gamelyn. and swore by crzstes ore 

IsTow I am older wexe Jjou shalf finde me a more 232 

By god seide Jje Champion welcome mote Jjou be 

Come Jjow onys in my honde . Jiou shalf neuere the 

It was wel wiji-in Jie ny3f and Jie mono shone 

Whan Gamelyn and Jie Champion to-gider" gon gone 236 

PETWORTH 135 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. LaDSdOWnC MS. 

Alas seide Jjis frankelem Jjat euer was .1. bore 

ffor twey stalworjj sonmes .1. wene Jiat .1. haue lore 

A champion is m Jje place J>at me hajj wrowht sorwe 

ffor he haj) sleine my twey sonwes hot if god hem borwe 204 

.1. wil jeue ten pounde be ihesu erist and more 

Wijje Jje nones .1. fand a man to halden him sore 

Gode man seide Gamelin wilt Jjou wele done [leats?] 

Hold myn hors while my man drawejj of my schone 208 

And help my man to kepe my clojies and m[y] stede 

And .1. wil m-to Jie place gone to loke if .1. mai spede 

Be god seide Jie frankelem it schal be wele done 

.1. wil my self be Jii man to drawen of Jji schone 212 

And wende Jiou m-to Je place ihesu crist Jie spede 

And drede noujt of Ji clojes ne of Ji goode stede 

Baifor and vngert GameUn mne cam 

Aft Jat were m Jje place hede of hun Jjei name 216 

Howe he dorste auntre him on him to done his myht 

That was so dowhti a champion m wrastelinge and m fiht 

Yp stert Je Champion rapely anone 

To-ward ^onge Gamehn he be-gan to gone 220 

And seide who his fader and who is Jji sire 

Por soje Jou arte a grete fole Jat Jou com hire 

Gamelione ansewarde Je champion Joo 

Thow knewe wele my fader while he couje goo 224 

Whiles he was on live be seint Martine 

Sir loBon of Boundes was his name and .1. Gamelyne 

ffelaw seide Je champion so mot .1. Jrrae 

.1. knewe wele Ji fader while he was on lyue 228 

And Ji selfe gamelyne .1. wU Jat Jou it here 

While Joue were a jonge boye a muche schrewe Ju were 

Than seide Gamelyn and swore be cnstes ore 

Now .1. am alder wax Jou schalt finde me a more 232 

Be god seide Je champion welcom mot Jou be 

Come Jou ones in myne honde schalt Jou neuer Je . 

It was wele wij-iime Je nyht and Je mone schone 

Whan Gameline and jie champion to-geder gonne gone 236 

LANSOOWNE 135 XXXIX * 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. Royal MS 18 C ii. 



APPENDIX TO GBOUP A. GAMELTN. Harleian 1758. 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELTN. Sloaiie MS 1685. 



The Champion cast tomes to gamelyn ])at was prest 
And gamelyn stode and bade him done his best 
Than seide Gamelyn to ];e Champion 
Thou art fast abonte to bryng me a-doun 240 

l<ro-w I haue proued mony tornes of thyne 
Thou most he seide proue on or two of myne 
Gamelyn to fe Champion jede smertely a-none 
Of alle the tomes fat he couthe he shewid him but one 
And kest him on the lift side fat Jje ribbes he brake 245 
And ferto his one arme fat 3af a grete crak" 
Than seide gamelyn smertly a-none peafeo] 

Shal it be hold for a cast or elles for none 248 

By god seide fe Champion whefer it be 
He fat cometh ones in thi honde shal be neuer the 
J)an seide f e frankeleyn fat hadd his sones there 
Blessed be f ou Gamelyn fat euer f ou bore were 252 

The frankeleyn seide to f e Champion on hym stood hym no 
This IS jong Gamelyn fat taght f e this pleie [eye 

A-3en Tnswared f ' Champion fat liked no fmg wel 
He is altther maister and his pleie is right feUe 256 

Sithen I wrastelet first it is gone jore 
But I was neuer m my lifi handeled so sore 
Gamelyn stode m f e place anon with-out serke 
And seid jif fer ben mo lete hem come to werke 260 

The Champion fat payned hym to wirke sore 
Hit semyth bi his contmance fat he wil no more 
Gamelyn m f e place stood stiUe as stoon 
fi'or to a-byde wrastlinge but fer come none 264 

Ther was noon with gamelyn fat wold wrastle more 
ffor he handlid f e Champion so wonderly sore 
Two gentil men ^emed f e place 

Come to Gamelyn god jyue him gode grace 268 

And seide to him do on thi hosen and f i shone 
ffor sothe at f is tyme f is faire is done 
And fan seide Gamelyn so mote I wel fare 
I haue not jet haluendel sold my ware 272 

xl* ROTAl 18 c ii. 8 



The Champion cast tornes to Gamelyn that was prest . 

And Gamelyn stood and bade hym done his best . 

Than seide Gamelyn to the Champioum 

Thou art fast a-boute to bryng" me a-douM . 240 

ISTow I haue proued mony tornes of thyne . 

Thou most he seide proue oon or two of myne . 

Gamelyn to the Champion yede smertly a-none 

Of aft the tornes that he couthe he schewid hym but one . 

And kest hym on the lift side that thre ribbes to-brake . 

And therto his one arme that yaf a gret crake . 

Than seide Gamelyn smertly a-noon 

Schatt it be holde for a cast or ellis for noon . 248 

By god seide the Champion whether* it be [leaf 48, back] 

He that cometh ones in thi bonde schaft he neuyr' the . 

Than seide the ffrankeleyn that had his sones there . 

Blessid be thou Gamelyn that euyf thou bore were 252 

The firankeleyn seide to the Champion on hym stood hym 

This IS yong* Gamelyn that taught the this pleye [noon <3ye . 

A-yen vnswarid the Champion that liked no thyng weft 

He IS alther" maister" and his pleie is right felt. 256 

Sithen I wrasthd first it is gone yore . 

But I was neuyf in my lyf handelid so sore . 

Gamelyn stood in the place a-non with-out serke 

And seide if thei* be mo lete hem come to werke 260 

The Champion that payned hym to wirke sore 

Hit semeth bi his eontenaurece that he witt no more 

Gamelyn m the place stood stift as stoon . 

fflor to a-bide wrastlyng* but ther* come noon . 264 

Ther" was non with Gamelyn that wolde wrastle more . 

ffor he handlid the Champion so wondirly sore . 

Two gentitt men yemed the place . 

Come to Gamelyn god yeue bym good grace . 268 

And seide to hym do on thi hosen and thi schoon . 

fforsotbe at this tyme this faire is doon ./ 

And than seide Gamelyn so mote I weft fare . 

I haue not yet hauyndett sold my ware 272 

HAKLBIAN 1758. 8 



The Champion cast tomes to Gamelyn fat was prest 

And Gamelyn stode and bade hym done his best 

Than seide Gamelyn to f e Champion 

Thou art fast a-boute to bryng* me a-don 240 

Now I haue proued mony tornes of thyne [leat 55] 

Thow most he seide proue on or two of myne 

Gamelyn to the Champion 3ede smertly a-none 

Of alle tornes fat he couthe he shewed hym but one 244 

And kest hym on the lift side fat f re ribbes to-brake 

And f erto his on arme fat 3af a grete crak" 

Than sayde Gamelyn smertly a none 

Shal it be hold for a cast or ellis for none 248 

By god seide f e Champion where it be 

He fat comef ones m f y honde shal he neuer the 

Than seide f e frankelyn fat had his sones fere 

Blessed be f ou Gamelyn fat euer f ou bore were 252 

The frankeleyn seide to the Champion on hym stood hym no 

This is 30n Gamelyn fat taught the f is pleie L^y® 

A3en vnsward f e Champion fat liked no f yns wel 

He IS alther meister and his pleie is right felle 256 

Sithen I wrastelet first it is gon 3ore 

But I was m my lif handled neuer so sore 

Gamelyn stode m the place a-non with-oute serke 

And seide 3if fer be mo let hem come to werke 260 

The Champion fat payned hym to werke sore 

Hit semeth by his contenance fat he wille nomore 

Gamelyn in the place stoode stiUe as stoon 

ffor to a-bide wrastlyng< but fer come non 264 

Ther was none with Gamelyn fat wold wrastle more 

ffor he handlid f e Champyon so wonderly sore 

To gentil men 3emed f e place 

Come to gamelyn god jyue hym gode grace 268 

And seide to hym to on thi hosen and f 1 shone 

ffor sofe at f is tyme fis faire is done 

And fan saide Gamelyn so mote I wel fare 

I haue not jet haluendel sold my ware 272 

SLOANE 1685. 8 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. CorpUS MS. 

The champioMn caste tornes to Gamelyn faf was preste 

And Gamelyn stood stille and bad Lim don his bcste 

Thanne seyde Gamelyn to fe champiown 

Thou arf fasts ahoute to hnnge me doun 240 

Ifo-w I haue proned many tornes of ])ine 

Thou most' he seyde prouen on or tuo of" myne 

Gamelyn to fe champion yede smertly anoon 

Of alle Jie turnes faf he ooufe he schewed him but oon 

And kasf him on ]je leff syde jjaf Jie ribbes to-brak' 245 

And Jjarto his oon arm faf yaf" a gref crak' 

Jjan seyde Gamelyn smertly anoon 

Schal it be holde for a cast* or elles for noon 248 

By god seyde J)e champiown whefer faV it be 

he come]) oones in fin hond sehal he neuer fe 

Than seyde fe ffrankelem faf hadde his sone fere/ 

Blessed be fou Gamelyn Jjaf euer jjou bore were 252 

The ifrankeleyn seide to fe champion of* him stod him iion eye 

This is 3onge Gamelyn faf taughte fe Jiis pleye 

A3eia answerde Jje Ghampiown paf liked noting "welle 

he is oure alfer maister and his pley is righf felle/ 256 

Sifen I -wrastlede fersf if is y-go ful yore ibaf os] 

But I was neuere my lyf handled so sore 

Gamelyn stood in Jje place alone wifoute sirk" 

And sayde if* fer be moo laf hem come to werke 260 

The champion paf payned him to werke so sore 

If semeth by his continance faf he wol no more 

Gamelyn in. fe place stood stille as a stoon 

[ no gap in the MSJ] 264 

Ther was non with Gamelyn wolde wrastle more 

ffor he handled fe Champion so wonderliche sore/ 

Tuo gentil men yemede fe place 

Come to Gamelyn) god jiue him goode grace 268 

And sayden to him do on fm hosen and J>i schoon 

ffor sojje af fis tyme fis faire is y-done 

And fanne sayde Gamelyn so moof I wel fare 

I haue noughf jif haluendel sold my ware/ 272 

COKPUS 136 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. PetWOrth MS. 

The Champion casf turnes to Gamelyn fat was presf ' 

And Gamelyn stode and bad hym done his besf 

Than seide Gamelyn to fe Champiown 

)3owe arf faaf aboute to brmge me adown 240 

ISTow I haue proued mony twrnes of fine [leaf es, tack] 

Thow mosf he seide oon or ij. of myne 

Gamelyn to f e Champion jede smertely an5n 

Of alle f e turnes f af he couf e he shewed hym but on 

And casf him on f e liff side, fat f re ribbes to-brake 245 

And f erto his owne arme f af jaf a grete crake 

Than seide Gamelyn smertly an5n 

Shal if bihold' for a casf or eUis for non 248 

By god seide f e Champion whedere if bee 

He f af oommef ones m f i honde shal he neuej'e the 

U Than seide f e frankeley fat had f e sones fere 

Blessed be fou Gamelyn faf euere f ou bore were 252 

The ffrankleyn seide to f e Champion on hym stode hy?)i 

This is 3onge Gamelyn faf tau3t/ f e fis pleye 1^^°^ ®y® 

A3ein answerd' f e Chamfioh). faf likef no f mgi wel 

He is alfer maister and his pley is n3f feft 256 

Sif en y wrasteled firsf if is goon 3or6 

Buf I was neuer* in my Kf handeled so sore 

Gamel3m stode m f e place anon wif-ouf serk" 

And seide 3if fer be moo laf hem come to werfc 260 

The Champion faf pyned hym to worch sore 

If semef by his countenawnce faf he wil no more 

Gamelym m f e place stood stille as stone 

ffor to abide wrastelinge buf fer come none 264 

}3er was noon wif gamelyn fat wold wrastel more 

ffor he handeled the Champion so wonderly sore 

Two gentile men fat 3emed f e place 

Come to Gamelym god 3eue \jm good grace 268 

And seide to hym do on • f i hosen and f i shoone 

ffor sof af f is tyme fis fare is done 

And fan seide Gamelyn so mof I wel fare 

1 haue nof 3ete haluendele sold my ware 272 

g PETWORTH 136 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. Lansdowne MS. 

The Champion kast tomes to Gamelin fat was prest 

And Gamelin stode stil and bad him done his best 

Than seide Gamelin to f e ChampeoMn 

Thou ert fast a-boute to brmge me doune 240 

Ifowe haue I prouede many tomes of fine 

j3ou mot he seide fele on or tuo of myne 

Gamelyn to f e champeon 3ed smartly anone 

Of al f e turne fat he couf e he schewde him hot one 244 

And kest on f e left side fat f re ribbes to-brake 

And f ere-to his one harme fat 3af a grete crake 

Than seide Gamely smertly a-none 

Schal it be hold for cast or elles for none . 248 

Be god saide f e champion wef er fat it be [leaf 67, back 

He fat comes ones in fme hande schal he neuer f e 

Than seide f e frankelein fat had his son fere 

BKssed be fu Gamehn fat euer f ou borne were 252 

The frank eleme seide to f e champion on him stode hiwi none eye 

This IS 3onge Gamelyn fat tauht f e fis pleie 

A3eine anseward f e champion fat hked no fmge well 

He IS alfer maister and his pleie is riht fell: 256 

Sef f e .1. wrasteled first it is go 3ore 

Bot was neuer my lif handeled so sore 

GameUn stode in f e place alone wif-outen serk 

And seide if fere be mo let hem come to work 260 

The ChampiOMn fat payned him to wirche so sore 

It semef be his countenance fat he wil no more 

[ 

264 

. . . . . . no gap in the MS^ 

ffor he handeled f e champion so wonderly sore 

Two gentil men 3emed f e place 

Cam to gamelin god 36ue him gode g?-ace 268 

And seide to him do on f m hosen and fin schone 

ffor sof e att fis time f e faire is done 

And fan seid Gamelin so mot .1. wele fare 

.1. haue nou3t 3it haluendel solde my ware 272 

LANSDOWNE 136 xli * 



APPENDIX TO GEOUP A. GAMBLYN. B,oyal MS 18 C ii. 

Tho seide the Champion so brok I my swere 

He IS a fool fat ther-of bieth fou sellest it so dere 

Thoo seide the ffrankeleyn fat was in moche care 

ffela-w he seid whi lakkest fou ]jis -ware 276 

By seynt lame m Galys fat mony man hath soght 

Jit IS it to good chepe that fou hast hought 

Tho fat wardeyns ■were of fat wrastlinge 

Come and brought G-amelyn f e Eamme and f e rynge 280 

[ 

. . . . . . no gap in the MS-I 

And went with moche loye home in fe mornynge 284 

His "brother seie wher he came with f e grete route 

And bade shit f e gate and hold hym with-oute 

The porter of his lord was sore argaste 

And sterte anon to f e gate and lokkid it faste 288 

Now nthef and listenythe bof e jong and old 

And je shul here gamyn of Gamelyn f e bold 

Gamelyn come ther-to for to haue comyn In [leaf co, back] 

Than was it shet fast with a pyn 292 

Than seide G-amelyn Porter vndo f e ^ate 

ffor gode mannys sore stonde f er ate 

Than answend f e porter and sware by goddes herd 

Thou ne shalt Gamelyn come in to fis jerde 296 

Thou lixt seid Gamelyn so broke I my chyne 

He smote the wiket with his foote and brake away the pyne 

The porter sey tho it might ne better be 

He sette foote on erthe and by-gan to flee 300 

By my fai seide gamelyn fat trauaUe is lore 

flbr I am on foote as light as f ou haddest it swore 

Gamelyn ouer toke f e porter and his tene wrake 

And girt him in the nekke fat f e boon to-brake 304 

And toke him by fat on arme and threw him in a welle 

Vij°. fadame it was depe as I haue herd telle 

Whan Gamelyn f e ^ong f us had plaied his plaie 

Alle fat in f e jerde were drowen hem a-waye 308 

xlii * ROYAL 18 c ii. 9 



APPENDIX TO GEOUP A. GAMELYN. Harlciaii 1758. 

IT Tho seide the Champion so brok I my swere . 

He is a foott that ther'-of bieth thou sellest it so dere 

Tho seide the frankeleyn that was in moche care . 

fielaw he seide win lakkest thou this ware . 276 

Be seynt lame in Gales that mony man hath soght . 

Yet is it to good chepe that thou hast boght . 

Tho that wardeyns were of that wrastlyng 

Come and brought Gamelyn the Earn and the Eyng' . 280 

[ 

110 gap in the MS.'] 

A Gamelyn thought it was a faire thyng . 

And went with moche loye home in the mornyng* . 284 

His brother" sigh where he came with the gret route . 

And bad schit the gate and holde hym with-oute . 

The porter* of his lord was sore a-gast* . 

And sterte a-noon to the gate and lokked it fast. 288 

IT ITow lithef and Hsteneth bothe yong and olde . 

And ye sohutt here gamyn of Gamelyn the bolde . 

Gamelyn come to f * yate for to haue come yn . 

Than was it schit fast with a pyn 292 

Than seide Gamelyn porter' yndo the yate . 

ffor a gode mannes sone stondef ther'-ate . 

Than answarde the porter* and sware bi goddis berde 

Thou ne schalt Gamelyn come ia to this yerde 296 

Thou lixf seide Gamelyn so broke I my chyn . 

He smote the wiket with his foot and brake a-waye the pyn . 

The porter* sigh tho it myght no bettef be . ""''"''^ 

He sette foot on erthe and be-gan to flee . 300 

Be my fay seide Gamelyn that traueile is lore . 

ffor I am on foote as light as thou haddist it swore 

Gamelyn ouer-toke the portei-* and his tene wrake . 

And girt hym m the nekke that the boon to-brake . 304 

And toke hym by that one arme and threwe hym in a welle ./ 

.Vij.°- fadome it was depe as I haue herd telle . 

Whan Gamelyn the yong* thus had pleide his plaie 

AUe that ui the yeerde were drowen hem a-waie . 308 

HAKLEIAN 1758. 9 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. Sloanc MS 1685. 

Tho seide f e Champion so brok" I my swere 

He is a fool fat f er-of bief f ou sillest it so dere 

Thoo seide the frankeleyn fat was in moche care 

ffelaw he seide why lakkist f ou f is ware 276 

By seynt lame in Gales fat mony man hath sought [if 55, bk] 

3it is it to good chepe fat f ou hast bought 

Tho fat wardeyns were of fat wrastlyng* 

Come and broujt Gamelyn f e Eam and- f e ryng* 280 

[ 

no gap m the MS.] 

And Gamelyn thou^t it was a farre f yng-* 

And went with moche loy home in fe mornyng* 284 

His brof er seie where he came with f e grete route 

And bade shit f e gate and hold hym with-oute 

The porter of his lord was sore a-gaste 

And stert a-none to the gate and lokked it faste 288 

Ifow lytf ef and lysteneyth bof e yong* and old 

And 3e shul he Gamyn of Gameljm f e bold' 

Gamelyn come f erto for to haue comyn In 

Than was it schet fast with a pyn 292 

Than seide Gamelyn porter vndo f e ^ate 

ffor gode mannys sone stond fer ate 

Than answered f e porter and sware by goddes herd 

Thou ne shalt Gamelyn come ia to this jerd 296 

Thou lixt seide Gamelyn so broke I my chyne 

He smote the wiket with his foote and brake a-way f e pyne 

The porter sey tho it myght no better be' 

He sette fote on erthe and by-gan to flee 300 

By my fey seide Gamelyn fat trauel is lore 

ffor I am on fote as light as f ou haddest it swore 

Gamelyn ouer toke f e porter and his tene wrake 

And girt him in the nekke fat f e boon to-brake 304 

And toke him in his arme and threw hym m a welle 

Vij". fadame it was depe I haue herd telle 

Whan Gamelyn fe jong* f us had plaide his plaie 

Alle fat in the ^erde were drowen hem a-waye 308 

SLOANE I680. 9 



APPENDIX TO GEOTJP A. GAMELYN. CorpUS MS. 

Tho sayde fe CKampiofi so brouke I my sweere 

He IS a fool J)af Jjer-of bye]; fou sellest it so deeie 

Tho saide fe ffiranteleyn that was m moche care/ 

ffelawe he sayde whi lakkesf Jiou his ware/ 276 

By semtf lame m Galeys faf many man haj) soughf 

yif if IS to good chepe fat" jjou hasf y-boughf 

Tho faf wardeynes were of fat* wrastlyng* 

Come and bronghte Gamelyn Jie Earn & fe ryoig* 280 

And sayde haue gamelyn Je Eiagi and Jje Earn 

ffor j)e beste wrasteleie faf ener heere cam 

IT Thus wan Gamely J)e Earn and \>e Eyng* 

And wente with moche loye hom m pe mornyTig* 284 

his brojier seigh wher he cam wij) fe grete route 

And bad schitte fe gate and holde him wijjoute 

f e porter of' his lord was sore agasf 

Ajad sterf anon to Jie gate and lokked it fasf 288 

!N"ow lijjej) and lesteneji bojie jongi and olde/ 

And je schul heere game of Gamelyn ]>e bolde/ 

Gamelyn com fer for to haue come In 

Than was if schetf faste wij) a pyn 292 

Thanne seyde Gamelyn porter rndo fe gate/ 

ifor many a good mannes sone stonde]) ferate [leaf 65, back] 

Than answerd pe porter and swor* by goddes berde 

Thou ne schalf Gamelyn come in to Jjis jerde 296 

Thou lixf sayde Gamelyn so brouke I my chyn 

he smof fe wikef with his foof and brafc away Jie pyn 

The porter seih fo it mighte no bettre be 

he sette foof on er])e he bigan to flee 300 

By my faijj sayde Gamelyn) faf trauaile is lore 

ffor I am of" foote as lighf as fou jjough Jjou haddest swore 

Gamelyn ouertok? fe porter and his teene wrak? 

And gerf hun in fe necke Jpaf Jie boon tobrak" 304 

And took? him by faf oon arm and frew him m a welle/ 

vij. fadmen if was deep as I haue herd telle/ 

Whan Gamelyn fe yonge fus hadde playd his play 

Alle Jjaf m yerde weren drewen hem a-way 308 

CORPUS 137 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. PctWOrth MS. 

J3oo seide }i6 Champion ' so broke I my swere 

He is a fool faf ferof biej; Jjou seUe]) if so dere 

Tho saide pe IfrankeleyQ faf was in mocB. care 

ffelawe he saide whi lackesf J)ou fis ware 276 

By sante lame of Gales paf mony man hap sou^t Peat g6] 

Jif IS if to good chepe paf pow hasf boujf 

Thoo paf wardeynes were of paf wrasteling^ 

Come and brou^f Gamelyn pe Eamme and pe rynge 280 

c 

no gap in the MS.] 

And Gamelyn bipoujf him it was a faire pmge 

And wenf wip moche loye home m pe mornynge 284- 

5r His broper see wher he came ' wip pe grete route 

And bad shitf pe gate and hold' hym wip oute 

The Porter of his lord' was soor a gaasf 

And sterf anoon to pe gate and lokked if fasf 288 

^ ISTow Uthenes and listnep bop 3onge and olde 

And je sliul here gamen of Gamelyn pe bolde 

Gamelyn come to pe gate for to haue come Inne 

And if was shetf fasf wip a strong* pynne 292 

Jjan seide Gamelyn Porter vndo pe jate 

ffor good mewnys sones stonden per-ate 

pan answerd pe porter and swore by goddys berde 

J)ow ne shalf Gamelyn come into pis 3erde 296 

Thow lixf seide Gamelyn/ so broke I my chyne 

He smote pe wiketf wip his foote and breke awaie p" py?«ne 

The Porter seie poo/ it myjt no better be 

He sette foote on erth and bygan to flee .300 

By my feye seide Gamelyn paf travaUe is ylore 

ffor I am of fote as hghf as pou . if pou haddesf it swore 

Gamelyn ouertoke pe porter", and his tene wrake 

And girf him m pe nek? paf pe boon to-brake 304 

And toke hym by paf oon arme/ and threwe hym in a welte 

Tij° fadme if was depe/as I haue hercJ telle 

IT Whan Gamelyn pe yonge pus had plaied his playe 

Alle paf in pe yerde were . drowen hem awaye 308 

PETWORTH 137 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. LaUSdOWUe MS. 

Tho seide pe Champion so brouke .1. my swere 
He IS a foole pat per-of byep pou seHes it so dere 
Tho seide pe frankelen pat was in muche care 
ffelawe he saide whi lakkes pou his ware 276 

Be semte lame in Galeys pat mony man hap souht 
Jit it IS to goode chepe pat pou hast bought 
Tho pat wardems were of pe waxstelinge 
Come and brouht Gamelin pe Eam and pe nnge 280 

And seide haue GameUn pe rmge and pe Eam 
ffor pe best warsteUer pat euer here cam 
Thus whanne Gamelin pe ramme and pe Einge 
And went wip muche loy home in pe Mornemge 284 

^ His Broper seyhe where he came wip pe grete route 
And bad schette pe gate and holde hun wip-oute 
Te porter of his lorde was sore agast 

And stert a-none to pe gate and lokked it fast 288 

Now lipep and listenep bop jonge and olde 
And 36 schal her gamen of Gameline pe bolde 
Gamelin cam to pe gate for to haue commen m 
And pan was it schot fast wip a pm 292 

Than seide Gamelin . Portier -vndo pe gate 
ffor mony goode mannes son stonden per-ate 
Than anseward pe portier and swore be goddes beru [leaf 58] 
Jjou ne schalt Gamelin com in to pis 3erde 296 

Thou lixt said GameHn so brouke I my chmne 
He smote pe wiket wipe Ms fote and brak awaie pe pinne 
The portier sauhe po it myht no beter bee 
He sette foote on erpe and gan for to flee 300 

Be my faipe seid Gamelin pat trauel is lorene 
ffor .1. am as liht on fote as pou if pat pou haddest it sworne 
Gamely oner toke pe portere and his teen wrake 
And girt him m pe neke pat he began to brake 304 

And toke him be pat on arme and prewe him m a welle 
Yij. fapem it was depe as .1. haue herd telle 
Whan Gamelin the 3onge pus had plaide his plaie 
Ait pat in pe 3erde were drowen hem awaie 308 

LANSDOWNE 137 xliii * 



APPENDIX TO GEOUP A. GAMELTN. Boyal MS 18 C U. 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELTN. Harleiau 1758. 



APPENDIX TO GEOUP A. GAMBLYN. Sloane MS 1685. 



Jjei dreden him ful sore for werke fat lie -wroglite 
And for Jie faire companye fat he Jjider hroghte 
Gamelyn jede to Jie jate and lets it vp wide 
He lete In alle fat gon wold or ride 312 

And seide je be welcome with-out any greue 
ffor we wil be maisters here and axe no man leue 
3esterday I left seide jong Gamelyn 

In my brother seler fyue tonn wyne 316 

I wil not f IS companye parten on twyne 
And je wil don after me while sope is f er-Ine 
And jif my brother grucche or make foule chore 
Other for spence of mete and drynk" fat we spend here 
I am oure Catour aiad here oure Alther purse 321 

He shal haue for his grucchmg semt mane curse 
My brof er is a nygon I swere by cristes ore 
And we wil spende largely fat he hath spared jore 324 
And who fat make grucchmg fat we here dwelle 
He shal to f e porter in to f e draw weUe 
Vij. dayes and vij nyght Gamelyn held his fest 
"With moche solace was there and none chest 328 

In a litel torret his brother ley steke 
And sey hem wast his gode and dorst not speke 
Erly in a mornyng on the viij. day 

The gestes come to Gamelyn and wold gon her" way 332 
Lordes seide Gamelyn wil je so hye [icafey 

Ait f e wyn is not jet dronke so browke I myn eie 
Gamelyn in his hert was ful woo 

"When his gestes toke her leue fro him forto go 336 

He wold f e had dwelled lenger and f ei saide nay 
But by-taught gamelyn god aTid goode day 
Thus made Gamelyn his fest and broght it wel to end 
And after his gestes toke leue to wende 340 

Lithef and listenyth and holdith joure tong 
And je shul here Gamen of Gamelyn f e jong 
Herkenyth lordinges and listenef a right 
"When alle gestes were gon how Gamelyn was dight 344 
xliv * EOYAL 18 c ii. 10 



Thei dredyn hym full sore for werke that" he wrought 

And for the faue companye that he thider' brought 

Gamelyn yede to the yate and lete it vp wide . 

He lete yn alle that gone wolde or ride . 312 

And seide ye be welcome with-ouf any greue 

ffor we wilt be maisters here and axe no man leue 

Yestirday I left seide yong* Gamelyne . 

In my brother* seler* fyue toun wyne 316 

I wilt not" this companye parten on twyn . 

And ye wilt don aftir" me while sope is ther'-yn 

And if my brothef gruche or make foule chere . 

Other* of spence of mete and drynke that we spende here 

I am our* catour* and here our" alther* purs 

He schatt haue for his grucehyng* seynt Mane curs . 

Mi brother* is a nygon I swere be cristes ore . 

And we witt spende largely that he hath sparid yore . 324 

And who that maketh grucchyng that we here dweUe 

He schait to the porter* m to the draw welle . 

Vij. daies and .vij. nyght Gamelyn helde his fest 

"With moche solace was there and non chest . 328 

In a litelt toret his brother' lay steke 

And sigh hem waste his good and dorst not speke . 

IT Erly m a mornyng on the .viij. day . 

The gestis come to Gamelyn and wolde gone here way 332 

Lordis seide Gamelyn wilt ye so hye 

All the wyne is not" yef dronke so broke I myn eye . 

Gamelyn in his herte was fuft wo . 

When his gestis toke here leue fro hym for to go . 336 

He wolde thei had dweUid lenger* aiid thei seide nay . 

But bi-taught Gamelyn god and good day . 

Thus made Gamelyn his festt and brought" if weft to ende . 

And after* his gestis toke leue to wende . 340 

f Litheth and Hstenyth and holdith your' tonge . 

And ye schult here gamen of Gamelyn the yonge . 

Herkenyth lordyngis and listneth a-right 

"When alle gestis were gone how Gamelyn was dighf ./ 344 

HAELEIAN 1758. 10 



They dredein hym fol sore for werke fat he wrought 

And for f e faire companye fat he f edir brought 

Gamelyn jede to f e jate and lete hit vp wide 

He lete m alle fat gone old or ride 312 

And seide 30 be welcome with-oute eny greue 

ffor we wOle be maisters here and axe no man leue 

Jersterday I left . seyde jong* Gameljm [leaf 66] 

In my brof er seller fyue tonne wyne 316 

I wilnot fis companye parten on twyne 

And 36 wille don after me while sope ys f er-mne 

And jif my brother gruche or make foule chere 

Other for spence of mete or drynke fat we spende here 320 

I am oure Catour and here oure alf er purse 

He shal haue for his gruchyng* seynt mane curse 

My brother ys a nygon y swere by cristes ore 

And we wille spende largely fat he hath spared 301-0 324 

And who fat make gruchyng' fat we here dwelle 

He shal to porter m to f e drawe welle 

Vij. dayes and vij. nyght Gamelyn held his fest 

With moche solace was there and none chest 328 

In a litel torret his brof er ley steke 

And sey hem wast his good and dorst not speke 

Erly m a mornyng* on the viij. day 

The gestes come to Gamelyn and wold gone her way 332 

Lordes seide Gamelyn wil 30 so hye 

Alle f e wyne is not 3et dronke so broke I myn eye 

Gamelyn in his hert was ful wo 

Whe?2ne his gestes toke her leue fro hym for to go 336 

He wold fey hadde dwelled lenger and fey seide nay 

But by-tau3t Gamelyn god and goode day 

Thus made Gamelyn his fest and brou3t it wel to ende 

And after his gestes to leue to wende 340 

Lythef and lystenytB and holdetB 30ure tonge 

And 3e shul here Gamen of Gamelyn f e 3ong' 

Herkenyth lordynges and lystenyth a right 

Whewne aUe gestes were gon how Gamelyn was dight 344 

SLOANE 1685. 10 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. CorpUS MS. 

pel dredden him fill sore for wreke faf lie wrougfet' 

And for ]je faire companye ])af lie Jjider brouglifc 

Gamelyn jede to pe gate and leef [it] vp -wyde 

lie leet" hem in aUe paf gone ■wolde or ryde 312 

And seyde ^e he welcome wijjouten eny greeue 

ffor we wiln hen maisteres heere and aslce no man leeue 

yesterday I lefte seyde 3onge Gamelyn 

In my hroper seler .t. tonne of wyn 316 

I wol nof J)is companye parten a twynne 

And ye wol doon after me whil ony sope is prinne 

And if" my hrojier grucche or make foul cheere 

Ojjer for spense of" mete and drink' Jiaf we spenden heere/ 

I am oure oatour and here oure aljjer puree 

he sohal haue for his grucching< semt* manes curse 

My hrojjer is a negon I swere hy cristes oore 

And we wol spende largely ]jaf he haf spared yore 324 

And who pat makep grucchmg* paf we heere dwelle/ 

he schal to pe porter m to pe drawe welle/ 

vij. dayes and seue nighf Gamelyn heeld his feeste/ 

"With mochel solace was pere and no cheste/ 328 

In a Ktel toref his hroper lay steke 

And seigh hem wasten his good huf dursf he nof speke [leaf cbj 

Erly on a mornyng' on pe yiij". day 

The gestes come to Gamelyn and wolde gon here way 332 

lordes sayde Gamelyn wil ye so hye 

Aft pe wyn is nof yef drunken so hrouk* I myM ye 

Gamelyn in his herte was wel woo 

Wliawne his gestes toke hire leue from Mm for to goo 336 

he wolde pei hadde dwelled lenger and pai saide nay 

Buf Mtaughten Gamelyn god and good day 

Thus maade Gamelyn his feeste and brought" if wel to eende 

And after his gestes tok" leue to wende 340 

lithep and lestenep and hold'ep ^oure, tonge 

And 36 schul heere gamen of Gamelyn pe jonge 

herkeneth lordynges and listeneth angBf 

Whan aft gestes were goon how Gamelyn was dighf 344 

CORPUS 138 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. Petworth. MS. APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. Lansdowne MS. 

J3ei dredden him ful sore for werk paf he wroii3f They dreden him ful sore for pe werke pat he wrouht 

And for pe faire company paf he pider hrou3f An pe faire compaignie pat he peder hrouht 

Gamelyn 3ede to pe gate/ and lete if vp wide GameUne 3ede to pe 3ate and lete it vp wide 

He lete Inne aft. paf gon wold! or ride 312 He lete m al pat gone wolde or ride 312 

And seide 36 he welcome wip ouf eny greue And seide 30 he welcom withe-outen any greue 

ffor we wil he maisters here and axe no man leue ffor we witt hue Maistres here and aske noman leue 

3usterday I leff/ seide 3onge Gamelyn 0eaf66,back] Jisterdaie I. left seide 3onge gamelyne 

In my bropers selef/ v. tonne of wyn 316 In my hroper seler . five tun of wyne 316 

I wil nof pis company partyn a-twynne .1. wil nou3t pis company parten a twynne 

And 3e wil done after me/ while sope is per-Inne And 36 wil done after me whan any sope is pej-e-mne 

And if my broper gruche or make foule chere And if my broper gruche or make foul chiere 319 

Eiper for spence of mete and drmt/ pat we spende here Othere for spence of mete and drink pat we speude here 

I am oure Q,&ioiir and here our alper purs 321 .1. am oure Catur and berep oure aller purse 

He shal haue for his grucchmg* semf Maries curs He schal haue for his grucheinge seint Maries curse 

My broper is a Mgon f I swere be cmtes oore Mi broper is a negon .1. swere be cristes ore 

And we wil spende largely/ paf he hap spared yore 324 And we wil spende largely pat we haue spent 3ore 324 

And who paf make grucchinge paf we here dwelle And who pat makep gruochmge pat we here duelle 

He shal to pe porter in to pe drowe-welle He schal vnto pe drawe welle 

.Vij. dayes and vij. ny3tes Gamelyn helde his feesf Vij. daies and seuen nyht Gamelia helde his fest 

Wip moohe solace/ was per noon cheesf 328 Wippe muohe solas was per and none chest 328 

In a litel torref his broper lay steke In a litul ture turet his broper steke 

And see hem waasf his good and dorsf no word' speke And sawehe him waste his goode hot dorst he nou3t spek 

Erly on a mornynge on pe viij. day Erly on a morneynge on pe .viij. dale 

The Gestes come to Gamelyn and wolde gon her way 332 The gestes cam to Gamelin and wolde gone here waie 332 

Lordes seide Gamelyn wil 36 so hie Lorde seide Gamelia wil 3e soo hihe 

Al pe wyne is nof 3if dronk& ' so brouke I myfl ye Aft pe wyne is nouht 3it dronken so brouke .1. myn eye 

Gamelyn in his herf/ was ful woo Gamelin in his hert was ful woo 

Whan his gestes toke her leue. fro hym forto go 336 Whan his gestes toke here leue fro him for to goo . 336 

He wolde pei.had dwelled lenger. and pei seide nay He wolde pei had duelled longer aiid pei seide naye [ifss.bk] 

Buf bytaughf Gamelyn. god and good day Bot be-tauht Gamelyn god and goode daye 

Thus made Gamelyn his feesf. and brou3f wel to ende Thus made Gamelin his fest and hrouht wele to ende 

And aftere his gestes. toke leue to wende 340 And after his gestes had take leue to wende 340 

% Lythen and listen and holde 30ur' tunge [ 

And 3e shal here Game of Gamelyn pe 3onge .... 

Harkeneth lordingges and listenep ari3t 

Whan aUe gestis were goon how gamelyn was di3f 344 no gap in the M8^ 344 

PETWORTH 138 LANSDOWNE 138 xlv * 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMBLYN. Eoyal MS 18 C U. 

AUe tlie wHle Jat Gamelyn held his mangene 

His brother fought on him be wreke with his trecherie 

Tho Gamelyns gestes vere riden and goone 

Gamelyn stode anone allone frend hadde he none 348 

Tho after felle sone with-In a litnl stonde 

Gamelyn was taken afid ful hard L-bonde 

iforth come the false knyght out of fe solere 

To gamelyn his brother he jede ful nere 352 

And saide to gamelyn who made the so bolde 

ffor to stroien my store of my housholde 

Brother seide Gamelyn wrath the right noght 

ffor it is mony day gone sith it was boght 356 

ffor brother fou hast hade by semt Eiohere 

Of XT. plowes of lond ]jis sixtene jere 

And of alle fe bestes f ou hast forjj bredde 

J3at my fader me by-quajj on his deji bedde 360 

Of alle fis sixtene jere I jeue the fe prowe 

ffor the mete and the dnnke fat we haue spewded now 

Than saide fe false knyght euyl mote he the 

Herken brother Gamelyn what I wil jeue the 364 

ffor of my body brother heire geten haue I none 

I wil make fe myn eyer I swere by semt lohan 

Parfay seide gamelyn and it so be 

And fou finkest as fu seist god jeld it the 368 

ISTo thing wist Gamelyn of his brother gile 

Ther fore he him by-giled m a litul while 

Gamelyn seid he oo fing I the telle 

Tho Jjou threw my porter in the draw weUe 372 

I swore m fat wrath and in fat grete moote 

That f ou shuldest be bonde both hond andfoote [leat ei, tack] 

[ 

376 

no gap in the MS.] 

ffor to holden myn a-Yow as I the by-hoote 
Brother seide Gamelyn as mote I the 
Jjou shalt not be for-swore for f e loue of me 380 

xlvi* BOYAL 18 c ii. 11 



APPENDIX TO GEoup A. GAMELYN. Harleiau 1758. 

Att the while that Gamelyn helde his mangene . [leaf 4,9, back] 

His brothir' thought on hym be wreke with his trecherie . 

Tho Gamelyns gestis were riden and gone . 

Gamelyn stood a-none aUone frend had he none . 348 

Tho aftir' fett sone with-yn a lititt stonde. 

Gamelyn was taken and f utt hard bonde . 

fforth come the fals knyght out of the solere . 

To Gamelyn Ins brother' he yede futt nere 352 

And seide to Gamelyn who made the so bolde . 

ffor to stroien my stoui' of my housholde . 

Brother" seide Gamelyn wrath the right noght . 

ffor it IS mony day gone sith it was boght . 356 

ffor brothef f " profite/ thou hast had be seynt Eichere . 

Of .XV. plowes of londe this sixtene yere . 

And of aUe the bestis thou hast forth bredde . 

That my fadir" me bi-quath on his deth bedde . 360 

Of aft this sixtene yere I yeue the the prowe . 

ffor the mete aTid the drjmke that* we haue spendid noive 

Than seide the fals knyghf euytt mote he the . 

Herken brother* Gamelyn what I witt yeue the . 364 

ffor of my body brother* here geten haue I non 

I wift make the myn eire I swere bi seynt lohn . 

Parfay seide Gamelyn and if so be . 

And thou thjmkist as thou seist god yelde it the 368 

JSTo thyng* wist Gamelyn of his brother* gile . 

Therfore he hym bi-giled in a lititt while . 

Gamelyn seide he oo thyng I the telle . 

Tho thou threwe my porter" in the drawe welle. 372 

I swoor in thaf wrath and in that gret moote. 

That thou schuldist* be bourede both hond and foote 

[ • 

. . . . no gap m the MS.] 376 

ffor to holden myn a- vow as I the bi-hote . 
To ben myn heire of^ londe hous and cote . 
Brother" seide Gamelyn as mote I the . 
Thou schalt not be for-swore for the loue of me . ,380 

HARLEIAN 1768. 11 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. Sloaiie MS 1685. 

Alle f e while fat Gamelyn held his mangene 

His brof fir f oght on hym be wreke with his trecherie 

Tho Gamelyns gestis were riden and gone 

Gamelyn stode a-none allone frende hed he none 348 

Tho after feUe sone with-In a litul stonde 

Gamelyn was taken and ful hard I-bonde 

fforf come fe fals knyght cute of fe solere peaf56,back] 

To Gamelyn his brof er he jede ful nere 362 

And saide to Gamelyn ho made f e so bolde 

ffor to stroien my store of my householde 

Brother seyde Gamelyn wrath the right noght 

ffor it is mony day gone sith it was boght 356 

ffor brof er f ou bast hadde by seynt Eichere 

Of XV. plowes of lond f is sixtene 3ere 

And of alle the bestis f ou hast forf bredde 

That my fader me by-quaf on his def bedde 360 

Of alle f IS sixtene I 3eue f e f e prowe 

ffor f e mete and the drynke fat we haue spended now 

Than sayde f e false knyght euyl mote he the 

Herken brof er Gamelyn what I wil geve f e 364 

ffor of my body brother here geten haue I none 

I wil make the myn eyer I swere by seynt lohan 

Paj'fay saide Gamelyn and it so be 

And f ou f mkest as f ou seist gold jeld it the 368 

No thyng* wist Gamelyn of his brof er gyle 

Therfore he hym by-gyled in a litul while 

Gamelyn seide he oo fyng* I f e telle 

Tho thow threw my porter m fe drawe wel 372 

I swor m fat wrath and m that grete moote 

That f ou shuldist be bond both hond and foote 

[ 

... 376 

. . . . . . no gap in the MS.] 

ffor to holden my a-vou as I the be-hote 

Brother seide Gamelyn as mote je the 

)5ou shalt be for-swore for the loue of me 380 

SLOANE 1685. 11 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. COrpUS MS. 

A!} fe whil fat Gamelyn held his mangerie 
Ms fcrofier Jioughf on him he wieke with his treccherie 
The Gamelynes gestes were riden and y-gon 
Gamelyn stood anoon allone frend had he noon 348 

Tho after M soone wifmne a litel stounde 
Gamelyn was taken and ful harde bounde 
iforjj com ])e false knighf ouf of fe sellere 
To Gamelyn his hrojier he jede ful neere 352 

And seyde to Gamelyn who made fe so hold 
ifor to stroyen my stoore of" myn houshold 
Brofer sayde Gamelyn) wiaffe fe righf noujf 
ffor it is many day go sijjfen if was bought" 356 

ffor brojjer ])ou hasf had by semf Eicher 
Of" iiftene plowes of" lond |)is xvj. jer 
And of" alle fe beestes fou hasf forjj bred 
That* my fader me byquath on his deth bed 360 

Of alle J)is .XVJ. ^eer I yiue Jie Jje prow/ 
ffor Jie mete and Jie drinfc Jjaf we haue spended now 
Thanne seyde fe false knighf yuel mote he fee 
herkne broker Gamelyn) whaf I wol yiue fee/ 364 

ffor of my body brofer geten heer haue I noon 
I wil make fe myra heir I swere by sein lohn [leaf 66, back] 
Par ma fay seyde Gamelyn and it so bee 
And fou fenke as seisf god ^elde it fe 368 

Ifo fmg* wiste Gamelyn of his broferes gile 
Ther-fore he him begiled in a litel while/ 
Gamelyn seyde he o j)ing< I fe telle 

Tho fou frewe my porter m to fe drawe welle 372 

I swoor in faf wraff e and in fat grete moot 
f af f on scholdesf be bounds bof e hand and foot 
Therfore I f e beseohe brof er Gamelyn 
Laf me noughf be forsworne brofer artow myn 376 

- Laf me bynde f e bof e hand and foots 
ffor to halde myn avow as I f e bihoote 
Brof er seyde Gamelyn as so mote I fee 
Thou schalf noughf be forsworns for f e loue of me 380 

CORPUS 139 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. PetWOrth MS. 

Alle f e while f af Gamelyn hesld his Mangsrye 

His brof ers f oujf on hym be wroke/ with his trecherye 

Whan Gamylyns gestes were riden and gofi 

Gamelyn stood anon aJlone/ frend had he non 348 

Tho aftere felle sone/ -with-ia a litel stounde 

Gamelyn was taken/ and ful hard' ybounde 

fforf Come fe fals knynghf f ouf of fe Solere [leaf 67] 

To Gamelyn his brofsr/ hs 3ede ful nere 352 

And saide to Gamelyn/ who made f e so bolcJ 

For to stroien f e stoor of myn household' 

Brof er seide Gamelyn wref f e tl-^V noughf 

ffor it' IS many day gon sif if was boujf 356 

ffor brof er f ou hasf had by seinf Eichsre 

Of XV. plowss of londe. f is xvj. ^ere 

And of alls f e bsestes f ou hasf forf bredde 

Thaf my fader me byquath on his def es bedde 360 

Of al f is XVJ. 3ere I 3eue f e f e prowe 

ffor f e mete and f e drink f af ws ban spended nowe 

Than seide f e fals knyjf. eusl mote he f ss 

Herken brof ere Gamelyn whaf I wil jeue f e 364 

ffor of my body brof er ' here geten haue I none 

I wil make fe myn heire I s , ere by ssmf loKn 

Parfay seide Gamelyn '. and if if so be 

And f ou thenfc as f ou seisf ' god jeeld' if f e 368 

No f mge wisf Gamelyn of his brof ei gile 

Therfore he hym bygiled m a litel while 

Gamelyn seide. oon f ingi I f e telle 

f 00 f ou frewe my porter in f e drowe-welle 372 

I swore m f af wrsf e and m f af grete moote 

f af f ou shuldesf be bounde bof e honde and fote 

[ 

no gap in the MS.] 376 

This mosf be fulfilled f my men to dote 

ffor to holdsn myn avowe as I f e bihote 

IT Brof er seide Gamelyn as mote I fee 

Jpou shalf nof be forswore for f e Ions of me 380 

PETWORTH 139 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. LaUSdOWHe MS. 

^ And aft f e while fat Gamelyne helds his mangeri 

His brof ere f ouht on him be wreks wif his trechen 

Whan Gamelin gestes were reden and gone 

Gamelyne stode fan alone frends had he none 348 

Tho after-wards ful sone wif -inne a litel stonde 

Gamelin was taksn arid ful harde ybounde 

fiorf s cam f s false knyht outs of sslsrs 

To gamelin his brof er he jode ful nsrs 352 

And sside to Gamelin who maade f e so bolde 

ffor streye my store of myn housolde 

Brofer seide Gamelin wraf f e f e riht nonht 

ffor it IS mony day gone ssf f e it was bouht 356 

ffor brofer f ou hast had be semt Eichers 

Of .XV. plowhes of londe fis .xvj. 3sre 

And of al f e bestes f ou hast forf s bredde 

J3at my fader me quaf e on his dede bedde 360 

Of .al fis .xvj. 3ere .1. 36US fe prowe 

ffor f e mets and f e drmke fat we ban spends nowe 

Than seide f e false knyhte fere yuel mot hs fe 

Herken brofer GameHn what .1. wil 3eue fe 364 

ffor of my body brofer geten here haue .1. none 

.1. witt make f e my errs .1. swere be semt lofin 

Par ma fays seide Gamelin and it so bs 

And f ou fmke as fou seiste god 3elds it fe 368 

N"o thmge wist Gamehn of his brof ers gUs 

There-for hs was be-gilede in a litel while 

Gamelyn seide he o fings .1. f e tett 

Tho fou frewe my porter in to f e drawe weft 372 

.1. swore m fat wraff e and in fat grete mote 

That scholdest bs boundsn bof e honde and fote 

Ther-fore .1. f e be-seohe brof s Gameline 

Lat me nou3t be for-swome brofer art fou mjme 376 

Lat me bmde f e bof honde and foots 

ffor to holden myne avows as .1. f e be-hote 

Brother seide Gamelin so mot .1. f s 

})ou schalt not be for-swome for f e loue of me 380 

LANSDOWNE 139 xlvii * 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELTN. Eoyal MS 18 C 11. 



APPENDIX TO GRonp A. GAMELYN. Harlelaii 1758. 



APPENDIX TO GEOUP A. GAMELTN. SloanC MS 1685. 



Tho maden tiiei Gamelyn to sitte myght not stonde 
Til jjei hadd him bond' bofe foote and lionde 
The fals knyght his brother of Gamelyn was a-gast 
And sent after feteies to feteren him fast 384 

His brother made lesinges on him fere he stode 
And told hem fat comen In fat Gamelyn -was wood 
Gamelyn stood to a post bonden m fe halle 
Tho fat comen In loked on hxm alle 388 

Euere stode gamelyn euen vp right 
But mete ne dnhke had he none nof er day ae nyght 
Than saide gamelyn brother by myn hals 
How I haue aspied fon art a parti fals 392 

Hadde I wiste f e treson fat f on hast I-fond 
I wolde haue 3eue strokes or I had be bond 
Gamelyn stode bond stille as any stone 
Two daies and two nyghtes mete hadde he none 396 

Than saide gamelyn fat stod I. -bond strong 
Adam spenser me f mkef I fast to long 
Adam spencer now I beseohe the 

fifor the moche loue my fader loued the 400 

3if f ou may come to the keys lose me out of bond 
And I wil parte with the of my fre lond' 
Jjen saide adam fat was f e spencer 

I haue serued thi brother fis xvj. jere 404 

3if I lete the gon out of his beure 
He wold say after-ward I were a traitour 
Adam seide Gamelyn so browke I myn hals 
Thou shal fynd my brother atte f e last fals 408 

Ther-fore brother Adam lose me out of bondes 
And I. wil parte with f e of my fre landes 
Vp suche forward seid Adam I-wis 

I wil do ferto alle fat m me is 412 

Adam seide Gamelyn as mote I the 
I wil holde f e couenaunt and f ou wil me 
A-none as Adame lord to bed was gone 
Adam toke fe keys and lete gamelyn out a-none 416 

xlviii * ROYAL 18 o ii. 12 



Tho maden thei Gamelyn to sitte for he schulde not stonde . 

Tift thei had hym bounde bothe foot and honde 

The fals knyght his brothef of Gamelyn was a-gast 

And sent aftir" feters to feteren hym fast 384 

His brother made lesyngis on hym there he stood 

And tolde hem that comen yn that Gamelyn was wood 

Gamelyn stode to a post bouwden in the halle 

Tho that comen yn lokid on hym alle 388 

Euer stood Gameljra euyn. vp iighf . 

But mete ne drynke had he non neither" day ne nyght. 

Than seide Gamelyn brother' be myi hals . 

■Now I haue a-spied thou art a parti fals . 392 

Had I wisf the treson that thou ha.st fouwde ./ 

I wolde haue yeue strokis or I had be bou?ide Deaf 50] 

Gamelyn stoed bouMde stille as ony stoon . 

Two dales and two nyghtis mete had he noon . 396 

Than seide Gamelyn that stoed y-bouMde strong^ . 

Adam spenser* me thynketh I fast to long* 

Adam spenser' now I beseehe the 

ffor the moche loue my fadir* loued the . 400 

Yf thou may come to the keys lese me ouf of bond 

And I witt parte with the of my fre lond . 

Than seide Adam that was the spenser' 

I haue seruyd thi brother' this .xt|. yere 404 

Yf I lete the goon out of his boure 

He wolde saie aftirwarde I were a traitoure ./ 

Adam seide Gamelyn so brok I myn hals . 

Thou schalt fynde my brother' at the last fals 408 

Therfore brothef Adam lose me out of bondis 

And I will parte with the of my fre londis . 

Vp suche forward seide Adam y-wis . 

I wift do thei'-to all that in me is . 412 

Adam seide Gamelyn as mote I the 

I wift holde the couenaunt and tho a witt helpe me . 

A-noon as Adams lord to bedde was goon . 

Adam toke the keyes and lete Gamelyn out a-noon . 416 

HABLEIAN 1758. 12 



384 



Tho maden f ei Gamelyn to sitte myght he not stonde 

Til fey hadde him both foot and honde 

The fals knyght his brof er of Gamelyn was a-gast 

And sende after feters to feteren him fast 

His brof er made lesynges on hym f er he stode 

And tolde hem fat comen In fat Gamelyn was wode 

Gamelyn stode to a post bonden m the halle 

Tho that comen In loked on hym alle 388 

Euere stode Gamelyn euen vp right [leatsvi 

But mete and drynke had he none nof er day ne nyght 

Than saide Gamelyn brothir by myn hals 

I^ow I haue aspied f ou art a party fals 

Had I wist f e treson fat f ou hast fond 

I wold haue jeue strokes or I had be bond 

Gamelyn stode stille boiide as eny stone 

Two dayes and two nyghtes mete hadde he none 

Than seide Gameljra fat stode I-bonde strong* 

Adam spenser me f mkif I fast to long* 

Adam spenser now I beseehe the 

ffor f e moche loue my fader loued the 

3if f ou may come to the keyes lese me out of bond 

And I wil parte with the of my fre lond 

Than seide Adam fat was f e spencer 

I haue serued fy brother fis xyj. jere 

3if I let the gon out of his beure 

He wold saie afterwar<i I were a traitour 

Adam seide Gamelyn so brok I myn hals 

Thou shalt fynd my brof er at f e last fals 

Therfore brof er Adam lose me oute of bondes 

And I wil parte with the of my fre londes 

Vp suche forwar(J seide Adam I-wis 

I wil do f erto al fat in me is 

Adam seide Gamelyn as mote I the 

I wiUe hold f e couenaunt and f ou wil me 

Anone as Adams lord to bedde was gone 

Adam toke f e keyes and lete Gamelyn oute a-none 

SLOANE 1685. 12 
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APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. CorpuS MS. 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. PetWOrth MS. 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. LailsdoWIie MS, 



Tko maden fei gamelyn to sitte miglif he nof stonde 

Til fei hadden him hounde/ bofe foof and honde 

The false knighf his "broker of Gamelyn was agasf 

And sente after feteres to feteren him atte last 384 

his brojier made lesynges on him fer he stood 

And tolde hem Jjat comen In that Gamelyn was wood 

Gamelyn stood to a post hounden m Jie halle/ 

Tho thaf comen in lokeden on him alle 388 

Euer stood Gamelyn) euen vpright* 

But mete and drink' hadde he noon nofer day ne nigfiti 

Thanne sayde Gamelyn brofer by myw hals 

Now I haue aspied fou art' a party fals 392 

hadde I wisf jjat" treson J5af fou haddest y-founde 

I wolde haue youe strokes or I hadde be boimde 

Gamelyn stood bounden stille as eny stoon) 

Tuo daies and tuo lughtes mete hadde he noon 396 

Thanne sayde Gamelyn fat stood y-boimde stronge 

Adam spenser me f mk" I faste to longe 

Adam Jje spenser now T beseche 'pe 

ffor fe moehe loue my fader loued fe 400 

If! Jjou may come to fe kayes leese me out* of bonde 

And I schal parte wij; pe of my free londe [leaf 67] 

Thanne sayde adam ])af was pe spenser 

I haue senied pi brope?- pis .xtj. 3er 404 

If I lete pe gon out* of his boure 

he wolde say afterward I were a traitour 

Adam seyde Gamelyn so brouke I myn hals 

pou sehalf fynde my broper atte laste right fals/ 408 

Ther-fore broper adam loose me out of bondes 

And I wil parte with pe of my free londes 

vp swieh a forward seide adam y-wys/ 

I wol do perto al pat* m me is 412 

Adam seyde Gamelyn also mote I pee 

I wU holde pe couenaiit and pou wil lose me 

Anon as adames lord to bedde was y-goon 

Adam tok" pe kayes and leef Gamelyn out a-non 416 

CORPUS 140 



Tho maden pel Gamelyn to sitte and not* stonde 

To pel had hym bounde bop fote and honde 

pe fals knyghf his broper". of Gamelyn was a-gasf 

And sent efter fetters to fetter^ hym fasf 384 

His broper made lesingges on him per he stode 

And tolde hem paf eommen Inne pat Gamelyn was wode 

Gamelyn stode to a posf. bounden m pe hatJ 

poo paf oommen Inne. loked on hym att 388 

Euer stode Gamelyn euen vp-rijf [leaf m, back] 

But* mete and drink had ne nou«. neiper day ne nyjf 

Than seide Gamelyn/ brother be myn hals 

]S"owe haue I aspied pou arf a party fals 392 

Had I wist* pe Treson pat* hasf yfounde 

I wold haue 3eue strokes or I had be bounde 

Gamelyn stode bounde stille as eny stone 

Tho dales and two ny^tes mete had he none 396 

Than seide Gamelyn ' pat* stood yboimd' stronge 

Adam Spencei' me penkep I fast* to longe 

Adam Spencere now I biseohe pe 

ffor pe moehe loue my fadere loued pe 400 

If pou may come to pe keys/ lese me out* of bonde 

And I wil part* wip pe of my free londe 

Than seide Adam pat* was pe spencere 

I haue serued pi broper pis xvj 3ere 404 

Jif I lete pe gone out* of his boure 

He wold saye afterwardes I were a trato««J' 

Adam seide Gamelyn so brouke I myn hals 

Thow shalf finde pi broper at* pe last* fals 408 

Therfore broper Adam lose me out* of bondes 

And I wiU parte wip pe of my free londes 

Vp such forward seide Adam ywis 

I wil do perto al pat* m me is 412 

Adam seide Gamelyn as mote I pe 

I wil holde pe Conawnte and pou wil me [fre] 

Anoon as Adams lord' to bed was gon 

Adam toke pe kayes and lete Gameljm out* anon 416 

Ji PETWORTH 140 



Tho maad pei Game to sitte myht he nouht stonde 

Til pei hadde him bowden hope fote and honde 

The false knyht his broper of Gamelin was a-gast [leaf 69] 

And sent affeter fetters to fetterne him fast 384 

His broper maade lesmges on him per he stode 

And tolden hem pat comen inne pat Gamelin was woode 

Gamelin sto' a post bounden m pe haft 

j5o pat comen In loked on him att 388 

Euer stode Gamelin euen vp-riht 

Bot mete and drmke hadde ne none neyper daye ne nyht 

Than seide Gameline broper be my halse 

E"owe .1. haue aspyede pou ert a party false 392 

Had .1. wist pat treson pat pou hast founde 

.1. wolde haue ^eue strokes ar .1. hadde be bounde 

Gamelin stoode bounden stitt as any stone 

Two daies and two nyhtes mete hade he none 396 

Jjan seide Gamelin pat stode y-bounde stronge 

Adam spenser me pmke .1. fast to longe 

Adam spenser now .1. be-seche pe 

ffor pe muehe loue my fader loued pe 400 

If pou maie come to cayes lesse me oute of bonde 

And .1. wii parte wipe pe of my fre londe 

Than seide Adam pat was pe spensere 

.1, haue serued pi broper ^ pis .xvj. jere [' Pboojier] 404 

If .1. lete gone oute of his boure 

He wolde sei af[te]rward .1. were a traitoure 

Adam seide Gamelin so brouke .1. myn hals 

Thou sohalt finde my brope att last riht fals 408 

There-fore Adam broper lese oute of bondes 

And .1. witt part wip pe of my fre londes 

Vp suche forwarde Adam .I.-wisse 

.1. wil do per-to al pat me is 412 

Adam seide Gamelin as mot .1. pe 

.1. wil halde pe couenant and pou wil me 

Anone as Adam lorde to bed was gone 

Adam toke pe kaye and lete Gamelin oute anone 41 6 

LANSDOWNE 140 xHx "'■" 



APPENDIX TO GBOUP A. GAMELTN. Eoyal MS 18 C ii. 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELTN. Hatleiaii 1758. 



APPENDIX TO GBOUP A. GAMELTN. Sloaiie MS 1685. 



[leaf 62] 



420 



He vnlokked gamelyn botli hondes and feete 

In hope of auauncement fat h.e him hj-hete 

Than saide Gamelyn jianked he goddes sonde 

Now I am lose hothe fote and honde 

Hadde I now eten and dronken aright 

Ther is none in this hous shuld hynde me J)«.s nyght 

Adam toke Gamelyn as stUle as any stone 

And lad him into spence raply a-none 424 

And sette him to soper right m a pn'ue stede 

He bade him do gladly and Adam so dede 

Anon as Gamelyn hadde eten wel and fyne 

And jierto I-dronken wel of f e red wyne 428 

Adam seid Gamelyn what is now fi rede 

Or I go to my brother and gird of his hede 

Gamelyn seide Adam it shal not be so 

I con teche f e a rede Jjat is worth fe two 432 

I wote wel for sothe fat is no nay 

We shul haue a mangerie right on sonday 

Abbotes and prioures mony here shal be 

And ojjer men of holy ohirche as I telle [fe] 436 

Jiou shalt stond vp by the post as Jjou were hond fast 

And I schal leue hem vn-loke fat away fou may hem cast 

Whan fat f ei haue eten and wasshen her hondes 

]5ow shalt beseke hem alle to bring f e out of bondes 440 

And jif f ei wil borow the fat were gode game 

Jpan were f u out of pnson and I cute of blame 

And yf eohe of hem say to vs nay And if eche 

I shal do an other I swere bi f is day 444 

Thow shalt haue a gode staf atid I wil haue anof er 

And cristes curs haue fat oon fat failef fat of er 

3e for god seide Gamelyn I sei it for me 

If I faUe on my syde yuel mote I the 448 

3rf we shul algate assoile hem of her synne 

Warne me brother Adam whan we sohul hy-gynn 

Gamelyn said Adam by semt eharite 

I wil warne the by-forne whan it shal be 452 

1* EOTAL 18 C ii. 13 



He vnlokked Gamelyn bothe hondis aiid feet" 

In hope of auauwcement that he hym bi-heefr . 

Than seide Gamelyn thankid be goddis sonde 

Now I am lose bothe foot and honde . 420 

Had I now eten and dronken a-right ./ 

Thef is noon m this hous schulde bynde me this nyght 

Adam toke Gamelyn as stiUe as ony stoon . 

And lad hym m to spense raply a-noon 424 

And sette hym to soper" right ia a pryue stede . 

He bad hym do gladly and Gamelyn so dide 

A-noon as Gameljra had eten well and fyne . 

And therto dronken weft of the rede wyne 428 

Adam seide Gamelyn what is now thi reed . 

Or I go to my brother" and gird of his heed ./ 

Gamelyn seide Adam it schatt not be so . 

I con teche the a rede that is worth the two . 432 

I wote well for sothe that this is no nay . 

We schuft haue a mangene right on sonday 

Abbotes and priours mony here schaft be . 

And other" men of holy chirche as I telle the 436 

Thou schalt stonde vp bi the post as thou were bou?«d fast . 

And I sohaii: leue hem vn-loke that a-weie thou may hem 

Whan that thei haue eten and waschen here hondis L°^^* 7 

Thou schalt biseke hem alle to bryng* the out of bondis . 

And if thei vdit borow the that were good game, [leaf 50, back] 

Than were thou out of prison and I out of blame . 

And if eche of hem saie to vs nay . 

I sohatt do a nother/ I swere be this day . 444 

Thou schalt haue a good staf aiid I wiU haue a nother/ 

And cristes curs haue that oon that faUeth that other/ 

Ye for god seide Gamelyn I say it for me . 

If I faile on my side yuett mote I the . 448 

Yf we schutt algate assoile hem of here synne . 

Warne me brother' Adam whan we schutt be-gynne . 

Gamelyn seide Adam be seynt eharite 

I witt warne the biforne whan it schaU be . 452 

IIAELBIAN 1758. 13 



He vnloked Gamelyn bof e hondes and feete 

In hope of auauncement fat he him be-hete 

Than seide Gamelyn f ankid be goddes sonde 

Now I am lose bofe foote and hande 420 

Hadde I now eten and dronken a right 

Ther is none m tins hous shuld bynde ne f is nyght 

Adam toke Gamelyn as stille as eny stoon 

And lad hym m to spense raply a-none . 424 

And sette hym to soper right m a priue stede [leaf 57, back] 

He badde him do gladly adam so dide 

Anon as Gamelyn had eten wel and fyne 

And f erto I-dronken wel of f e rede W3rae 428 

Adam seyde Gamelyn what is now f 1 rede 

Or I go to my brother and gird of his hede 

Gamelyn seid Adam it shal not be so 

I con teche the a rede fat is worth f e two 432 

I wote wel for sof e fat f is is no nay 

We shul haue a mangery right on sonday 

Abbotes and prioures mony here shal be 

And of er men of holy chirche as I telle the 436 

Thou shalt stond vp by f e post as f on wer hond fast 

And I shal leue hem vnloke fat a-way f ou may hem cast 

Whan fat f ei haue eten and wasshen her hondis 

Thou shalt biseke hem aUe to bryngi the oute of bondys 

[ . . . .441 

no gap m the MS7[ 

And if eche of hem say to vs nay 

I shal do an ofer I swere by fis day 444 

Thou shalt haue a gode stafP I wil haue another 

And cristes curs haue fat oon fat falith fat of ir 

Je for god seide Gamelyn I sey it for me 

Jif I faile on my side euel mote I the 448 

3if we shul algate assoile hem of her synne 

Warne me brother Adam whan we shul be-gynne 

Gamelyn saide Adam by seynt eharite 

I wil warne the by-forne whan it shal be 452 

SIOANE 1685. 13 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMBLYN. CorpUS MS. 

He vnlokked Gamelyn bofe handes and feet 

In hope of auancemewt Jiaf lie Tiim bilieet • 

Thanne seide Gamelyn fanked he goddes sonde 

'Noyr I am loosed bofe foof and honde 420 

hadde I now eten and drunken aright 

Ther is non m J>is hous sohiilde bynde me fis night 

Adam took* Gamelyn stille as stille as eny stoon 

And ladde him in to spense rapely and anoori) 424 

And sette him to soper righf m a pnue stede 

he bad hun do gladly and Gamelyn so dede 

Anon as Gamelyn hadde eten wel and fyn 

And ferto y-dronke wel of* fe reede wja 428 

Adam seyde Gamelyn whaf is now jij rede 

fPor I go to my brojjer and gyrde ofi his hede 

Gamelyn seyde adam it schal nonjf be so 

I can teche J)e a reede faf is worth Jje tuo 432 

I wof wel for sofe Jjaf fis is no nay 

We sohulle hane a mangery righf on sonday 

Abbotes and Priours many heer schal be 

And ofer men of holy clurche as I telle fe 436 

})0U schalf stonde Tp by fe poste as fou were hond fast" 

And I schal leue Jjam vnloke ]jaf away fou may hem caste 

Whan faf fei hane eten and wasshen here hondes '^'""'^'^^ 

Thou schalf biseke hem aUe to bringe jje ouf of bondes 440 

And if" fei wU borwe fe faf were good game 

Thanne were J)ou ouf of pn'sofi and I ouf of blame 

And if ech of hem sey to ts nay 

I schal don anofer I swere by fis day 444 

Thou schalf haue a good staff/ and I wol haue anojjer 

And cristes curs haue Jiaf oon) jjaf faillej) faf ofer 

Ta for gode seyde Gamelyn I say if for me 

If I faUe on my syde yuele mote I fe 448 

If we schuUe algate assoUe hem of here synne 

"Warne me brojjer adam whan we schul begynne 

Gamelyn seyde adam by semte oharite/ 

I wil warne fe bifom whan Jjaf if schal be 452 

OGEPUS 141 



APPENDIX TO GEOUP A. GAMELYN. PetWOlth. MS. 

He vnlocked Gamelyn bo]? hondes and fete 

In hope of auawneemenf Jjaf he hym byliete 

Than seide Gamelyn ponked be goddis sonde 

Ifowe I am lose boj) fote and honde 420 

Had I nowe eten and dronken arijf 

Jjer is noon m J>is hous shuld' bynde me Jjis nyjf 

Adam toke Gamelyn as stille as eny stone 

And ladde him into fe spence raply anone 424 

And sette him to sopere ri3f in a pnvey styde [loafes] 

He bad hym do gladly and so he dide 

Anoon as Gamelyn had eten wel and fyne 

And ferto y-dronken wel of fe rede wyne 428 

Adam seide Gamelyn whaf is nowe fi rede 

Or I go to my brojier and Gerd of his his hede 

Gamelyn seide Adam if shal nof be so 

I can teche fe a rede Jiaf is worj; Jje twoo/ 432 

I wote wel forsojj paf J)is is no nay/ 

"We shul haue a Mangerye rijf on sonday 

Abbotes and Priours mony here shul be 

And ojjer men of holy chirch as I telle pe 436 

pou shal stonde yp by jje posf as Jiou were bownde fasf 

And I shal leue hem vnloke jjaf away fou may he77i casf 

Whan faf pei han eten and wasshen her handes 

fow shalf biseche hem alls to bringe fe ouf of bondes 440 

And if Jiei willen borowe Jie faf were good game 

jjan were Jiou ouf of prison and [I] ouf of blame 

And if ecche of hem saye to vs nay 

I shal do anojjer I swere by pis day 444 

Jjow shalf haue a good staf and I wil haue anopere 

And cristes curs haf paf on faf faille]) fat oJ>ere 

3e for god seide Gamelyn I say if for me 

If I faille on my side evel mof I pee 448 

If we shul algate assoille hem of her synne 

Warne me brother/ Adam whan we shul bygynne 

Gamelyn seid Adam by seinf charite 

I wil warne pe biforn whan if shal be 452 

PETWOKTH 141 



APPENDIX TO GEOUP A. GAMELYN. Lansdowiie MS. 

He vn-lokked GameHn hope hondes and fete 

In hope of ayauncemewt pat he hun be-hete 

Than seide Gamelin. ponkede be goddes sonde 

IJTow .1. am. louse hope fote and honde 420 

Had .1. nowe eten and dronken a-riht 

J3ere is none m pis hous schold bmde me pis nyht 

Adam toke Gamelin stil as any stone 

And ladde him into pe spence rapeli a-none 424 

And set him to soper riht m a pnue stede [leatso, back] 

And badd him do gladly . and Gamelin so dede 

Anone as Gameline had ete wel and fine 

Therto he dronke wele of pe rede wine 428 

Adam seide Gamelin what is nowe pi rede 

Where .1. go to my broper and gerde of his hede 

Gamelyn seide Adam it schal nouhte be so 

.1. kan teche pe a rede pat is worpe tuo 432 

.1. wote wele for sope pat pis is no naie 

We schal haue a maungeri riht on sonondaye 

Abbotes and priours mony her schal be 

And oper men of holy oherche as .1. tett pe 436 

Jjou sohalt stonde vp be pe post as pu were bounde fast 

And .1. schal leue peim vnloke pat awaye pou maie hem cast 

Whan pat pei haue eten and wasschen her hondes 439 

Thou schalt be-seke hem al to bringe pe oute of bondes 

And if pel witt borwe pe pat were good gamme 

Jjan were oute of prison . and .1. owte of blame 

And if iche of hem seie to vs naie 

.1. schal do anoper .1. swer be pis daie 444 

Thou schalt haue a goode staf and .1. wil haue a-noper 

And cristes curs pat on haue pat failep pe tother 

36 for god seid Gamelin .1. sale it for me 

If .1. faUe on my side yuel mot .1. pe 448 

.If we sohol algate assoUe hem of her sinne 

Warne me brope Adam whan we schal be-gmne 

Gamelin seide Adam be semte charite 

.1. wil warne pe be-forne whan it schal be 452 

LANSDOWNE 141 h * 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. Eoyal MS 18 C ii. 

Wlian I wynke on the loke for to gone 
And cast away pi ffetres and come to me anone 
Adam saide Gamelyn blessid be thi bones 
]3at IS a good conseil jeuen for pe nones 456 

5if Jiei ■werne me to bring out of bondes 
I wil sette good strokes right on her lendes 
Tho fe sonday was comen and folke to f e feste [leat 62, back] 
ffaire pei were wel-comed both lest and meste 460 

And euere as Jiei at halle dore come Inne 
Thei cast here ey3e on 3ong Gamelyne 
The fals knyght his brofer ful of trechery 
Alle pe gestes fat fere were at pe mangery 464 

Of Gamelyn his brother he told hem with mouthe 
AHe Jie harme and pe shame fat he telle couthe 
Tho fei were I-serued of messes two or thre 
Than seide Gamelyn how serne ^e me 468 

It is noght wel seriied by god fat att made 
J5at I sitte fasting and of er men make glade 
The fals knyght his brother f er as he stode 
Tolde alle gestes fat Gamelyn was woode 472 

And Gamelyn stode stille and answarid noght 
But Adams wordes he held m his thoght 
Tho Gamelyn gan speke deolf ulli with alle 
To f e grete lordes fat saten m f e halle 476 

Lordes he seide for cristes passion 
Helpe to bring Gamelyn out of pr/son 
Than saide an Abbot sorow on his cheke 
He shal haue cristes curs and semt manes eke 480 

]?at f e out of pryson beggef or borwe 
But euer worth him wel fat doth the moohe sorwe 
After fat Abbot fan spake anof er 

I wold f yn heed were of foghe f ou were my brof er 484 
AUe fat f e borwe foul mote hem falle 
Thus f ei saide alle fat were in the halle 
Than saide a Priour euel mote he preue 
It is grete sorw atid care boy f ou art on lyue 488 

lii * EOYAL 18 c ii. 14 



APPENDIX TO GEOup A. GAMELYN. Haxleiaii 1758. 

Whan I wynk on the loke for to gone . 

And cast a-weie thi feters and come to me a-none . 

Adam seide Gamelyn blessid be thy bones 

That is a good cou?2seile yeuen for the nones . 456 

Yf thei warne me to bryng me out of bendis . 

I witt sette good strokes right on here kndis 

Tho the sonday was comen and folke to the feste 

ffaire thei were welcomed bothe leste a7id meste 460 

And euer as thei at halle dore come yn . 

Thei cast here ye on yong* Gamelyn . 

The fals knyght his brothei^ full of trecherie . 

Alle the gestis that thei'' were at the mangerie . 464 

Of Gamelyn his brother' he tolde hem with mouth . 

Alt the harme and the schame that he telle couth . 

Tho thei were seruyd of messis two or thre 

Than seide Gamelyn how serue ye me . 468 

It is noght weft seruyd bi god that aft made 

That I sitte fastyng and other' men make glade . 

The fals knyght his brothei' thei' as he stood . 

Tolde alle gestis that Gamelyn was wood . 472 

And Gamelyn stood stifle and vnswared right noght . 

But Adams wordis he helde m his thoght . 

Tho Gamelyn gan speke deolfuUy with alle 

To the gret lordis that seeten in the halle . 476 

Lordis he seide for cristes passion . 

Helpe to bryng Gamelyn out of prison 

Than seide an Abbot sorow on his cheke . 

He sohalt haue cristes curs and seynt manes eke . 480 

That the out of prison beggith or borow . 

But euer worth hym weft that doth the moche sorow . 

Aftir" that abbof than spake a nother" . 

I wolde thyn heed were of theigh thou were my brother" 

Alle that the borow foule mote hem falle . 485 

Thus thei seiden alle that were in the halle 

Than seide a priour* euyft mote he preue . 

It is gret sorow and care boy thou art on lyue . [leaf sij 

HARLEIAN 1758. 14 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. Sloaae MS 1685. 

Whan I wynke on the loke for to goon 

And caste a-way thy feders and come to me anoon 

Adam seyd Gamelyn blessed be f y bones 

That is a gode conseil jeuen for f e nones 456 

3if fey werne me to bryng< f e oute of bondes 

I wil sette gode strokes right on her lendes 

Tho f 6 sonday was comen and folke to f e feste 

ffaire fei were welcomed bof e lest and meste 460 

And euere as fey at f e halle dore come Inne 

They cast here eye on ^ong* Gamelyn . 

The fals knyght his brothir ful of treoherye [leaf ssj 

AUe f e gestes fat fer were at f e mangerye 464 

Of Gamelyn his brothir he told hem with mouthe 

AUe f e harme and f e shame fat he teUe couthe 

Tho f ei were I-serued of messes two or thre 

Than seide Gamelyn how serue je me 468 

It IS noght wel serued by god fat aft made 

That I sitte fastyng" and oper men make glade 

The fals knyght his brother fer as he stoode 

Told aUe gestes that Gamelyn was woode 472 

And Gamelyn stoode stiUe and vnswared noght 

But Adams wordes he held m his fought 

Tho Gamelyn gan speke deoHuUy with alle 

To f 6 grete lordes fat saten in f e halle 476 

Lordes he saide for cristes passion 

Helpe to bryng* Gamelyn oute of pn'son 

Than saide an Abbot sorow on his cheke 

He shal haue cristes curs and seynt maryes eke 480 

That f e oute of prison beggef or borowe 

But euer worth hym wel fat dof e f e moche sorowe 

After fat abbot fan spake an of er 

I wold f yn heed were of f eigh f ou were my brother 484 

Alle fat f e borow foul mote hem faUe 

Thus f ei saide aUe fat were m the haUe 

Than saide a priour euel mote he preue 

It is grete sorow and care boy f ou art on lyue 488 

SLOANE 1685. 14 



APPENDIX TO fiRODP A. GAMBLYN. CorpUS MS. 



APPENDIX TO GEOUP A. GAMELYN. PctWOrtll MS. 



APPENDIX TO GEOUP A. GAMELYN. Lausdowne MS. 



Wtan I twynk" on Je loke for to gone 

And casf awey fe fetteres and come to me anoon 

Adam seyde Gamelyn blessed he j)j toones 

Tliaf is a good connsail yeuyng* for jje nones 456 

If" fey werne me to Ibrmge me ouf of* beendes 

I wol sette goode strokes jcighf on here lendes 

Tho fe sonday was y-come and folt to Jje feeste 

ffaire fei were welcomed bofe leste and meeste 460 

And euere as Jjey atte halt dore comen In 

Thay caste ])air yhe on 3onge Gamelyn) 

The false fcaighf his hmjier and ful of" trecohery 

Alle Jje gestes Jiati Jjer were atte mangery 464 

Of" Gamelyn his hrojier he tolde hem with monfe/ 

Alt jje harme and Jie schame faf he telle coujje 

Tho fei were serued oi' messes tuo or J>re 

Thanne seyde Gameljn how serue ^e me/ 468 

If IS not wel serued by god Jjaf al made 

That* I sitte fastyng* and ofer men make hem glade 

The fals knighf his hrofer fere fat" he stood 

Tolde alt his gestes Jjat Gamelyn was wood 472 

And Gamelyn stood stille and answerde nought 

But* adames wordes he heeld in his fought* [leaf eg] 

Tho Gamelyn gan speke dolfuUy wif alle 

To fe grete lordes faf saten in fe halle 476 

lordes he seyde for cristes passion 

help to hrynge Gamelyn out of* prison 

Thanne seyde an ahhof sorwe on his cheeke 

he schal haue cnstes curs and sernte manes eeke 480 

Thaf fe ouf of" pnsoun beggeth or borweth 

Buf euere worfe hem wel faf dof fe moche sorwe 

After faf abbot fan spab anof er 

I wolde fm hed were offe fey f ou were my brofe/- 484 

Alle fat" f e borwe foule moot* f am faUe 

Thus f ei seide alle fat" weren in f e halle 

Than seyde a priour yuel mote he f riue 

If is moche sorwe & and skaf e boy f af f ou art on lyue 488 

COKPUS 142 



Whan I winke on f e. loke forto gone 
And caste away f i fetters and come to me anon 
Adam, seide Gamelyn blessed be f i bonys 
.)jaf is a good counseile ^euen for f e nonys 456 

3if f ei warne me f e to brmg* ouf of bondes 
I wU sette good strokes n^f on here lendes 
Whan f e Sonday was commen and folk to f e feest 
ffaire f ei were welcomed, bof leesf and mesf 460 

And euer as f ei af fe haldore come Inne peaf es, tack] 

They casten her yen/ on jonge Gamelyn 
The fa's kny3f his brofer ful of treoherye 
Al f e gettes f af f er were af f e mangerye 464 

Of Gamelyn his brofer he tolde hem wif mouf e 
Al fe harme a?id f e shame faf he telle coiif e 
Whan f ei were yserued of messes ij. or thre 
jjan seide Gamelyn howe serue 30 me 468 

If is nof wel serued by god faf alt made 
]5af I sitte fastinge and of er men make glade 
The fals knyjf his brofer f er as he stode 
Told to ait f e gestes faf Gamelyn was wode 472 

And Gamelyn stode stille and answerd' nou^f 
Buf Adames wordes he helde in his f oujf 
Thoo Gamelyn gan speke doolfully %vif -alt 
To f e grete lordes faf seten in fe halt 476 

IT Lordes he seide for cristes passion 
Helpe to brings Gamelyn ouf of p?7son 
})an seide an Abbof sorowe on his cheke 
He shal haue cnstes ours and semf Maries eke 480 

Thaf f e ouf of prison beggef or borowe 
And euer worf him wel faf dof f e moche sorowe 
After faf Abbof fan speke anof ere 

I wolcJ fine hede were of f ougK fou were my brof ere 484 
Alt faf f e borowe foule mof hem falle 
Thus f ei seiden aUe faf were in f e halle 
IT Than seide a Priour/ euel mote he preue 
If as grete sorowe and care boy fat fou art alyue 488 

PETWOETH 142 



456 



460 



464 



Whan .1. twynke on f e loke for to gone 

And cast awaie f 1 fetters and com to me anone 

Adam seide Gamelin blissed be f i bones 

That is a good counsel jiuen for f e nones 

If f ei werne me to bringe me oute of bendes 

.1. wil sett good strokes riht on here lendes 

Tho f e sondaie was comen and folk to f e feste 

ffaire f ei were welcome bof e lest and meste 

And euer as f ei att f e halt dore cam inne 

Thei keste f eire eye on jonge Gameline 

The false knyht his brofer and ful of trecherie 

Al f e gestes fat f er were att f e Mangerie 

Of Gamelyn his brofer he tolde hem be mouf e 

Al f e harme and f e schame fat he telle couf e 

Whan f ei were serued of mete iche mese after of e Deaf w] 

Than seid Gamelin howe serue je me fat am 30ure brofe 

It is nouht wele serued be god fat al maade 

J3at .1. schal sitt fastinge and of er men maak glade 

pe false knyht his brofer f er fat he stode 

Told al his gestes fat Gamelyne was woode 472 

And Gamelin stode stilt and anseward nouht 

Bot Adames wordes he held in his f ouht 

Tho Gamelin gan spek dolfoly wif alt 

To f e grete lordes fat saten m f e halt 476 

Lordes he seide for cristes passione 

Helpe to bringe Gamelin oate of presone 

IT Than seide Abbote sorwe on his cheke 

He schalt haue cnstes curse and seint Maries eke 480 

That f e oute of pn'son beggef of er borwe 

Bot euer worf e him wele fat dof f e muche sorwe 

Affter fat Abbot fan spak a-nof er 

.1. wolde fin hede wer of f ouh fou were my brofer 484 

Al fat f e borwe foul mote f aym fait 

Thus f ei seiden al fat weren m f e alt 

Than seide A prioure yuel mote he friue 

It is muche sorwe and seaf e bof e fat fou art a line 488 
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APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELTN. Boyal MS 18 C ii. 



APPENDIX TO UROiip A. GAMELTN. Harlciaii 1758. 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. Sloane MS 1686. 



Ow seid Gamelyn so browke I my bone 

Now I haue spied fat frendes haue I none 

Cursed mote he ■worth both flesshe and, blood 

Jjat euer do)) pn'our or Abbot any good 492 

Adam fe spencer toke vp fe clothe 

And loked on Gamelyn and say fat he was wrothe 

Adam on the pantne litul he jjoght 

But two gode staues to haUe dore he broght 496 

Adam loked on Gamelyn and he was war anone 

And cast away the fetres and bi-gan to gone 

Tho he cam to Adam he toke Jje on staf" 

And by-gan to worche and good strokes itp.f' [leaf es] 500 

Gamelyn come in to fe halle and the spencer bothe 

And lokid hem a-boute as fei hadde ben wrothe 

Gamelyn. spreynyjj holi water wM an Oken spire 

That some that stod vp right fel m Jie fire 504 

Jjer was no lowed man fat m fe haUe stoode 

That wold do Gamelyn any thing but goode 

But stoden by siden and lete hem bothe wirche 

i3for fei hadde ne reweth of men of holy chirche 508 

Abbot or priour Monk? or chanown 

That Gamelyn ouertoke anone fei ^eden doMn 

Ther was none of aUe fat with his staf mette 

J)at he made hem ouer throw and quite hem his dette 512 

Gamelyn said Adam for semt charite 

Pay gode lyueray for f e loue of me 

And I wil kepe f e dore so euer here I masse 

Er fai ben assoiled f er shal none passe - 516 

Doute the noght seide Gamelyn while we ben m fere 

Kepe wel f e dore and I wil wirohe here 

Bi-stere f e gode Adam and let f er non fle 

And we shul telle largeli how mony fat f er be 520 

Gamelyn saide Adam do hem but goode 

Thai ben men of holi chirehe draw of hem no blood 

Saue wel fe crowne and do hem no harmes 

But breke bothe her legges and sithen her armes 5 24 

liv * KOYAL 18 C ii. 15 



Ow seide Gamelyn so broke I my bone . 489 

Kow I haue spied that freredis haue I none . 

Cursed mote he worth both flesch and blood . 

That euer doth pnour' or Abbot any good . 492 

Adam the spenser' toke vp the cloth . 

And loked on Gamelyn and sigh that he was wroth 

Adam on the pantne Htilt thoght . 

But two good staues to the halle dore he broght . 496 

Adam loked on Gamelyn and he was ware a-none 

And cast a-weie the feters and bi-gan to gone 

Tho he cam to Adam he toke the oon staf , 

And bigan to worche and good strokes yaf . 500 

Gamelyn come in to the halle and Adam spenser" bothe . 

And lokid hem a-boute as thei had ben wrothe 

Gamelyn spreyneth holi water* with a Oken spire 

That some that stood vp right feft m the fire . 504 

Ther* was no lewid man that in the haUe stood . 

That wolde do Gamelyn any thyng* but good . 

But stodyn be siden and lete hem both wirche 

ffor thei had no reweth of men of holi chirche 508 

Abbot or priour" Monk" or ChanoMn . 

That Gamelyn ouertoke a-noon thei yeden douw . 

Ther" was non of alle that with Ms staf mette . 

That he made hem ouerthrowe and quyt hem his dette . 512 

Gamelyn seide Adam for seynt charite . 

Paie good lyueray for the loue of me . 

And I wilt kepe the dore so euer here I masse ./ 

Er" thei ben assoiled ther" schatt noon passe 516 

Doute the noght seide Gamelyn while we ben m fere 

Kepe thou wett the dore and I witt worche here 

By-stere the good Adam and let ther" non fle 

And we schuft telle largely how mony that thei'' be 620 

Gamelyn seide Adam do hem but good . 

Thei ben men of holy chirche drawe of hem no blood . 

Saue wett the crowne and do hem no harmes 

But breke both her" leggis and sithen her* armes . 524 

HAELEIAN 1758. 15 



Ow seide Gameljm so broke I my bone 

!N"ow I haue spied fat frendes haue I none 

Cursed mote he worth both flessE and blood 

That euer doth abbot or pr«our eny good 492 

Adam f e spense toke vp toke vp fe clof e 

And loked on Gamelyn and say fat he was wroth 

Adam on f e pantne Htul he fought 

[ no gap in the M8.'\ 496 

Adam lokith on Gamelyn and he was war anone 

And cast a-way f e feters and by-gan to gone 

Tho he come to Adam he toke f e on stafe 

And, by-gan to worche and good strokes 3afe 500 

Gameljn come m to the halle and f e spencer bof e [if 68, bk] 

And lokid hem a-boute as fei hadde be wrof e 

Gamelyn spreynyf holiwater with a Oken spire 

That some fat stood vp right fel m the fire 504 

Ther was no lewed man fat m f e halle stode 

That wolde do Gamelyn ony f mg* but gode 

But stoden bisiden and leten hem bof e wirche 

ffor f ei hadde no rewth of men of holy chirche 508 

Abbot or priour monk" or chanoun 

That Gamelyn ouertoke anoon f ei ^eden domi 

Ther was noon of aUe fat with his staff mette 

That he made hem ouerthrow and quitte hem his dette 512 

Gamelyn seide Adam for semf Charite 

Paye gode lyueray for f e loue of me 

And I wil kepe the dore so euere here I masse 

Er fei ben assoyled ther shaft noon passe 516 

Doute fee nought seide Gamelyn while we ben m fere 

Kepe f ou wel f e dore and I wole worche heere 

Bistere fee gode Adam and lef ther noon fle 

And we shuft telle largely how many fat f er be 520 

Gamelyn seide Adam do hem but gode 

Thei ben men of hooly chirche drawe of hem no blode 

Saue wel f e coroun and do hem no harmes 

But breke bothe her leggis and sithen her armes 524 

SLOANE 1685. 15 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELTN. CorpUS MS. 

Ow seyde Gramelyn so brouke I my bon 

How I haue aspied fat* freendes haue I Boon 

Cursed moti' he wortlie bofie fleisshe and Mood 

That euere do priour or abbof eny good 492 

Adam Jje spenser toofc vp fe clo])e 

And loked on G-amelyn and seih ]jaf he was wrooth 

Adam on fe Pantrie litul he Jjoughf 

But* tuo goode staues to halle dore he hroughf 496 

Adam looked on Gamelyn and he was war anon 

And cast" awey pe feteres and he bygan to goon 

Tho he cam to adam he took' Jiaf oo staf* 

And bigan to worche and goode strokes yaf" 500 

Gamleyn cam m to pe halle and Jie spencer bothe 

And loked hem aboute as fei hadde be wiofe 

Gamelyn sprengejj holy water with an ook spire 

Thaf somTOe faf stoode vpnghf feUe m the fire 604 

Ther was no lewed man faf in fe halle stood 

Thaf wolde do Gamelyn any fmg* buf good 

Buf stooden besyden and lete hem bofe werche 

ffor Jiei hadde no reujje of men of" men of holy cherche 508 

Abbot* or priour monk? or chanofl 

Thaf Gamelyn ouertofc anon fei jeden doun) [leaf 68, tack] 

Ther was non of hem alle faf wijj his staf mette 

Thaf he made hem oner Jirowe and quitte hem his dette 512 

Gamelyn sayde adam for sainte charite/ 

Pay good lyueray for Jje loue of me 

And I wol kepe fe dore so euer heere I masse/ 

Er fei ben assoiled fer schal non passe 516 

Douf J)6 noujf seide Gamelyn) whil we ben m feere/ 

Kepe Jjoii wel fe dore and I wol werche heere 

Stere good adam and late fer none flee 

And we' sohnlle telle largely how many fer be 520 

Gamelyn seyde adam do hem buf good 

Thay ben men of holy che[rche] draw of hem no blood 

Saue wel fe croune and do hem non harmes 

Buf breke bojie here legges and siffen here armes 624 
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APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELTN. PetWOrth MS. 

Ow seide Gamelyn so brouke I my bone 

Now haue I spied faf frendes haue I non 

Cursed mote he worj bo]; flessh and blood' 

Jjaf euer dof Priour or Abbof eny good' 492 

Adam fe Spencere toke yp fe cloth 

And loked on Gamelyn and segh faf he was wrojie 

Adam on the Pantry litel he Jiou3f 

And two good staues to pe halle door he broujf 496 

Adam loked on Gamelyn and he was warre anon [leaf 69] 

And easf away fe fetters and bygan to gon 

Whan he come to Adam he toke faf on staf 

And bygan to worch and good strokes 3af 500 

Gamelyn come into pe halle and fe Spencer" bojie 

And loked hem aboute as fei hadden be wrojie 

Gamelyn spreynep holy watere wij; an oken spire 

Thaf some faf stode vprijf felle m-fe fire 504 

per was no lewe man paf m Jie halle stode 

jjaf wolde do Gamelyn eny Ipmg' buf good' 

Buf stoden bisides and lete hem bo]) wirch 

ffor J)ei had no rewfe of men of holy elurcB 508 

Abbof or Priour monk or chanoan 

Thaf Gamelyn ouertoke. anon pei 3eden down 

Ther was noon of alle paf yritJi his staf mette 

})af he ne made hem ouer-prowe to quyte hem his dette 

Gamelyn seide Adam for semf charite 513 

Pay good lyuere for ]>e loue of me 

And I wil kepe pe door so euere here I masse 

Er ])ei bene assoiUed per shal non passe 516 

Doute pe nof seide Gamelyn whil we ben m fere 

Kepe powe wel pe door and I wil wirche here 

Bystere pe good adam and lete non fle 

And we shul telle largely how mony pat ]>er be 520 

Gamelyn seide Adam do hem buf goode 

J3ei bene men of holy church drowe of hem no Mode 

Saue wel pe orownes. and do hem no haimes 

Buf breke bop her logges/ and sipen her armes 524 
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APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELTN. Laiisdowiie MS. 

IT If owe seide GameKn so brouke .1. my bone 

Nowe .1. haue aspied pat frendes haue .1. none 

Cursed mot he worpe hope flesche and Mode 

Jjat euere dope Pn'our or Abbot any goode 492 

Adam pe spencer toke vp pe elope 

And loked rpon Gamelin . and sawhe pat he was wrope 

Adam on pe Pantn litel he pouht 

Bot tuo goode staues to hall dore he brouht 496 

Adam loked on gamelin . and he was war anone 

And keste awaye pe fetteres and be-gan to gone 

Tho he cam to Adam he toke pe toke pe to staf 

And be-gan to wirche and goode strokes 3af 500 

Gameline cam into pe hall and pe spenser hope 

And loked hem aboute as pei had be riht wrope 

Gamelin sprengep holy water with an oken spure 

Than sum Jat stod vp right ffellen in pe fire 504 

Ther was no lewe man pat iu pe haft stode 

That wolde do Gamehn any pinge bot gode 

Bot stoden be side and lete hope worche 

ffor pel had no rewpe of men of holy cherche . 508 

Abbot or priour Moi&e or Chanoune [leaf 6o, back. 

That Gamehn ouere toke a-none pei ^eden downe 

Thar was none of hem al pat wip his staf mette 611 

J)at he ne maade hem ouer prowe. and qwite hem his dette 

Gamelin seide Adam for semt Charity 

Pay good liuere for pe loue of me 

And .1. kepe pe dore so euer her .y. masse 

Er pel bene assoiled schal per non passe 616 

Dowte pe nouht seide Gamelin while we ben in fere 

Kepe pou wel pe dore and .L wirche here 

Stere goode Adam aiid- latt pere none fle 

And we sehol tel largely hou mony per be 520 

Gamehn seide Adam do hem bot goode 

Thei hue men of holy cherche drawe of hem no Mode 

Saue wele pe croune . and done hem none harmes 

Bot breke hope here legges and sithen here annes 524 
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APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELTN. Royal MS 18 C ii. 

Thus Gamelyn and Adam wroght right fast 
And plaide with the monkes and made hem agast 
Thid-er Jiei come riding loly with swaynes 
And home a-jeyn Jiei were lad m cartes and Waynes 528 
Tho fei hadden alle I-doo ])en seide a gray frere 
Alas sire Abbot what did we now here 
Tho fat we comen hider it was a cold reede 
Vs hadde hen better at home with water and with brede 532 
While Gamelyn made ordres of montes and frere 
Euer stode his brother and made foul chere 
Gamelyn vp with his staff fat he wel knew 
And girt him m fe nek" pat he ouer threw 536 

A litU a-boue fe gyrdel Jie rigge bon to-brast 
And sette him m pe fetres per he sat arst 
Sitte per brother seide Gamelyn 

ffor to colen pi body as I did myn. 540 

As sucche as pei hadden wroken hem on her foon Deaf es, back] 
Thei asHd water and wasshen a-none 
What some for here loue and somme for her awe 
Alle pe seruaiontes seruet hem of the beste lawe 544 

The sherreue was penne but fyue myle 
And alle was told him in a litil while 
How gamelyn and Adam haden don a sory res 
Bounden and wounden men a-^ens the kynges pees 548 
Tho by-gan sone strif for to wake 
And the s^:errif aboute Gamelyn forto take 
Wow lithep and listenep so god ^eue 30W good fyne 
And ^e shul here gode game of jong Gamelyn 552 

ffonre and twenti jong men pat helden hem ful bold 
Come to pe shirreue and seide pat pei wolde 
Gamelyn and Adam fette by here fay 
The shirreue ^eue hem leue soth for to say 556 

Thei hyeden fast wold pei not lynne 
Til pei come to pe gate per Gamelyn was Inne 
Thei knokkeden on pe gate pe porter was nyghe 
And loked out at an hole as man that was slighe 560 

Ivi * EOYAL 18 c ii. 16 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. HarMaii 1758. 

Thus Gamelyn and Adam wroght right fast . 

And pleide with the monkis and made hem a-gast . 

Thider' thei come rydyng< ioly with swaynes . 

And home a-yen thei were lad in cartis and waynes ./ 528 

Tho thei hadden alle y-doo. then seide a gray ffrere . 

Alas sir' Abbot what dide we now here . 

Tho that we comen hider/ it was a colde reede . 

Vs hadde ben better' at home with water" and with breede . 

While Gamelyn made ordris of monkis and frere 533 

Euyr* stood his brother' and made foule chere 

Gamelyn vp with his staf that he wett knew neaf 6i, back] 

And girti hym in the nek that he ouer threw . 536 

A htift a-boue the girdilt the rigge boon to-brast . 

And sette hjra m the feters ther" he satt arst . 

Sitte there brother" seide Gamelyn . 

ffor to colen thi body as I dide myn . 540 

As swithe as thei haddyn wroken hem on her" foon . 

Thei asked water" and waschen a-noon . 

What some for her' loue and some for her" awe . 

Alle the seruauwtis serueth hem of the best lawe 544 

IT The Schereue was thenne but fyue myle . 

And aft was tolde hym in a liteft whUe . 

How Gamelyn and Adam haden doone a sory res . 

Bounden and woimden men a-yens the kyngis pes 548 

Tho bi-gan sone strif for to wake . 

And the Sohireue a-boute Gamelyn for to take . 

f Ifow lithe)? and listneth so god yeue you good fyne 

And ye schuft here good game of yong Gamelyne . 552 

ffoure and twenti yong* men that helden hem futt bolde . 

Come to the sohireue and seide that thei wolde . 

Gamelyn and Adam fette hi her" fay . 

The Schirreue yeue hem leue soth for to say . 556 

Thei hyeden fast wolde thei not lynne . 

Tiit thei come to the gate there Gamelyn was ynne . 

Thei knokkeden on the gate the porter" was nyghe . 

And lokid out at an hole as man that was slighe. 560 

HAELEIAN 1758. 16 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. Sloaiie MS 1685. 

Thus Gamelyn and Ada,m wrought" right fast 

And playde with the monkes and made hem agast 

Thider pei come ryding iohly with swaynes 

And home a3en pei weren lad in cartes and in waynes 528 

Tho pel hadden alle don panne seide a gray frere 

Alas sir Abbot what dide we now heere 

Iho paf we comen hider it was a cold rede 

Vs hadde ben better at home with water and with brede 

While Gamelyn made ordres of Monkes and frere 533 

Euer stode his brother and made foule chere 

Gamelyn vp with his staff paf he wel knewe 

And girf hym in pe necke pat he ouerthrewe 536 

A litel aboue the girdel pe rigge boon to-brast [leaf 69] 

And sette hym in pe fetres pere he sat saf arsf 

Sitte per brother seyde Gamelyn 

fforto colen thi body as I dide myne 540 

As swithe as pei hadden wroken hem of her foon 

Thei asked water and wasshen anoon 

What some for her loue and some for her awe 

Alle pe seruauntes serued hem of pe best lawe 544 

The Sherryf was penne but fyue myle 

And aUe was told hym in a lytel while 

How Gamelyn and Adam hadde don a sory res 

Bounden and wounden men a^ens pe kmges pes 548 

Tho bigan soone stryf* forto wake 

And pe Sherryf aboute Gamelyn for to take 

B'ow lytheth and lystneth so god 3eue 30U good Jfyne 

And je shullen here good game of jong Gamelyne 552 

ffoure and twenty 3ongem6n pat helden hem ful bolde 

Come to pe Sherryf and seide pat pei wolde 

Gamelyn and Adam fette by her fay 

The Sherryf 3eue hem leue soth forto say 556 

They hyeden fast wolde pei not lynne 

Tyl pei come to pe gate ther Gamelyn was Inne 

They knokMdew atte gate pe porter was nygh 

And lokide out at an hole as man pat was sligh 560 

SLOANE 1685. 16 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. CorpUS MS. 

Thus Gamelyn and adam ■wrouglite riglif faste/ 

And pleyden with Jje monkes and made hem agaste/ 

Thider fey come rydyiig< lolyly wijj swaynes 

And horn a3ein fei were ledde in Cartes and in waynes 528 

Tho fei hadden alls y-don fan seyde a gray frere 

Alias sire ahbof whaf dide we now heere 

Tho fat" we comen hider it was a cold rede 

vs hadde ben better af home wijj water and wif breed 532 

Whil Gamelyn made ordres oi' monkes and freere/ 

Euer stood his brofer and made foul cheere 

Gamelyn vp wif his stafi faf he wel knew 

And gerte him in fe nekke faf he ouerjjrew 536 

A litel aboue fe girdel Jje riggebon tobarst" 

And sette him m Jje feteres fer he saf arsf 

Sitte fere broker seyde Gamelyn 

ffor to coole fi blood as I dide myii 540 

As swife as fei hadde wroken hem on here foon) 

They askede water and wisshen anoon) 

Whaf somme for here loue and sowime for awe 

Alle fe seruantz serued hem of^ J>e beste lawe 544 

The scherreue was fenne but fyue myle/ 

And al was told him in a Utel while/ [leaf 69] 

how Gameljra and adam hadde don a sory res 

Bounden and wounded men ajein Jie fcinges pees 548 

Tho bigan sone strip for to wake 

And fe scherref' aboute Gamelyn for to take 

ISow lithef and lestenef so god ^me 30U good fyn 

And 3e schul heere good game of" jonge Gamelyn) 552 

ffour and twenty jonge mew jiaf helden ful bolde 

Come to Jje scherref and seyde faf fai wolde 

Gamelyn and adam fette be way 

The scherref' yafi hem leue so]) as I 30U say 556 

Jiei hieden faste wolde fay nought" belynne 

Til fei comen to fe gate fer gamelyn was Inne 

They knokken on fe gate fe porter was ney 

And loked ouf af an hole as man fat was sleigh 560 
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APPENDIX TO GEOUP A. GAMELYN. PetWOrth MS. 

Thus Gamel3rn and Adam wrou3f ry3f fasf 

And pleide wif f e monkes and made hem agasf 

Jjidere f ei come ridinge loly wif swaynes 

And home a3ein f ei were ladde in cartes and waynes 528 

Tho f ei hadden al ydo. fan seide a grey frere 

Alias Sir' abbof whaf did we nowe here 

Whan f af we commen hidere if was a cold' rede 

Vs had be bef haue be af home witA water awcZ brede 532 

While Gamelyn made orders of monke and frere [leaf 69, tack] 

Enere stood his brof er and made foule chere 

Gamelyn vp wif his staf f af he wel knewe 

And girf hym iu fe nek f af he ouer thrwe 536 

A Utel aboue f e Girdel f e Eigge-boon he brast 

And sette him in f e fetters f er he saf arsf 

Sitte f er brof er seide Gamelyn 

fforto colen f i body/ as I did myn 640 

As swith as f ei had wroken hem on her foon 

Jjei asked water and wasshen anon 

Whaf some for her loue and some for her Awe 

Aft f e serufitMntes serued hem on fe besf lawe 544 

f e Sherreue was f ennes but .v. myle 

And alt was tolde him in a lytel while 

Howe Gamelyn and Adam had ydo a sorye rees 

Bounden and wounded men a3einst f e kingges pees/ 548 

Tho bygan sone strif" for to wake 

And f e shereff abouf Gamelyn forto take 

IT Now lif en and Hsten so god 3eue 30U good fyne 

And ye shul here good game of yonge Gamelyne 552 

xsiijj" 3onge men f af helde hem. ful bold' 

Come to f e shiref and seide f af f ei wold' 

Gamelyn and Adam fette by her fay 

The Sheref 3aue hem leue sof for to say 556 

Thei hiden fasf wold f ei nof lynne 

To f ei come to f e gate fere Gamelyn was Inne 

Thei knocked on f e gate f e porter was ny3e 

And loked onf atf an hool as man faf was scle3e 560 
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APPENDIX TO GEOUP A. GAMELYN. Lansdowne MS. 

Thus GameHn and Adam wrouht riht fast 

And pleiden wife f e monkes aTid made hem agast 

Theder fei cam ridemge loly with swaynes 627 

And home a-3eiae f ei weren ledde in cartes and in waynes 

Tho fei hadden al y-do f saide a graie frere 

Alas sir Abbot what did we nowe here 

Tho fat we comen hider it was a colde rede 

Vs had be better att home wif water and brede 532 

WhUe GameHn gaf ordres to monk and to frere 

Euer stod his brof er and mad foul chere 

GameUn vp wif f e his staf fat he wel knewe 

And gerd him iu fe nekke fat he ouer frewe 636 

A Htel aboue f e gardel f e rigge hot to-brast 

And in f e fetters sette him f er he satt arst 

Sitt f er brof er brof er seide GameHne 

ffor to coly fi bodi as .1. dide myne 540 

As swyf e as fei had wroken hem on her fone 

The asked water and wissen anone 

What som for her loue and sum for awe 

Al f e seruant3 serued ham of f e best lawe 544 

The schirreue was fen hot .v. mile 

And al f is was tolde him in a Htel while 

Howe GameHn and Adam had done a sori res 

Bounden and wounden men a3eiii f e kmges pes 548 

Tho be-gan son striff for to wake 

And f e scherref aboute gameHne for to take 

IT ISTowe lyf es and Hstenef so god gif 30W good fine tieaf 61] 

And 3e schaft here good game of 3onge GameHne 552 

flfoure and twenty 3ongemen fat helde hem futt bolde 

Cam to f e scherreue and seide fat he wold 

GameHne and Adam for to fette a-waye 

The scherref 3aue hem leue sof e as .1. 3owe saye 556 

Thei hiden fast wolde fei nouht linne 

To fei cam to f e gate f er GameHn was inne 

Thei knokken on f e gate f e porter was nyhe 

And loked out att an hole as a man fat was slyhe : 560 
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The porter hadde be-liold. hem a litil while 
He loued wel Gamelyn and was drad of gile 
And let pe wytet stond ful stille 

And asked hem with cute what was here wUle 564 

ffor alle Jje grete companye Jian spake but one 
Vndo Jje gate porter and lete vs in gone 
Than saide Jie porter so hrouke I my chyn 
3e shul saye joure erant er je come Ine 568 

Say to Gamelyn and Adam jif Jjeire wil be 
We wU speke with hem two wordes or thre 
ffelaw saide Jie porter stande Jer stille 
And I wend to Gamelyn to wyte his wills 572 

In went pe porter to gamelyn a-none 
And saide sire I warne 50W here be comen joure foon 
The shirreues men ben atte pe gate 

Ifor to take 30W both shul ^e not scape 576 

Porter seid Gamelyn so mote I wel the 
I wO. allowe fe pi wordes when I my tyme see 
Go a-geyn to pe gate and dwelle with hem a while 
And pou shalt se right sone porter a gUe 580 

Adam seide Gamelyn loke pe to gone 
We hane foo men atte gate and fi-endes neuer one [leaf m] 
Hit ben pe Shirreues men pat hider ben comen 
Thei be swore to-geder pat we shal be nome 584 

Gamelyn said Adam hye the right blyue 
And if I faUe the pis day euel mote I thryue 
And we shul so wel-come pe Shirreues men 
That some of hem shal make her beddes m pe fen 588 
At a posterne gate Gamelyn out went 
And a good Cartstaf" in his hond hent 
Adam hente sone an other grete staf" 
ffor to helpen Gamelyn and good strokes jaf* 592 

Adam fel tweyne and Gamelyn fel thre 
The other sette feete on erth and by-gan to flee 
What saide Adam so euer here I masse 
I haue right good wyn drynke or yi, passe 596 

Iviii * EOTAL 18 c ii. 17 



The porter' had biholde hem a litufl: while . 

He louyd wett Gamelyn and was drad of gHe . 

And lete the wiket stond fult stiUe . 

And asked hem with-oute what was here wille . 564 

IT ffor aUe the gret companye than spak but oon . 

Vndo the gate porter* and lete ys yn goon . 

Than seide the porter" so brouke I my chyn . 

Te schutt saie your' erand yer* ye come yn . 568 

Saie to Gamelyn aiid Adam yf theire wilt be 

We wilt speke with hem two wordes or thre . 

ffelaw seide the porter stonde there stiHe . 

And I wilt wende to Gamelyn to wite his wille . 572 

In wente the porter" to Gamelyn a-noon . 

And seide sir" I warne you here be comen your" foon . 

The Schereuys men ben atte the gate . 

ffor to take you both sohutt ye not scape , 576 

Porter" seide Gamelyn so mote I weft the . 

I wift allow the thi wordis when I my tyme se . 

Go a-geyn to the gate and dwelle with hem a while . 

And thou schalt se right sone porter" a gile . 680 

Adam seide Gamelyn loke the to gone . 

We haue foo-men atte yate and, frendis neuer one t'leaf 52] 

Hit ben the Schereuys men that hider" ben come 

Thei be swore to-gider" that we schatt be nome . 584 

Gamelyn seide Adam hye the right blyue 

And if I faile the this day euytt mote I thryue . 

And we schuft so welcome the Schereuys men . 

That some of hem schatt make here beddis m the fen 588 

At a posterne gate Gamelyn out went . 

And a good cartstaf in his honde hent . 

Adam hent sone a nother" gret staf . 

ffor to helpen Gamelyn and good strokis yaf . 592 

Adam fett tweyne and Gamelyn fett thre . 

The other" sette feet on erthe and bi-gan to fle . 

What seide Adam so euyf" here I masse 

I haue right good wyne drynke or ye passe . 596 
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564 



568 



The porter hadde biholde hem a litel whUe 

He loued wel Gamelyn and was a-drad of gyle 

And let pe wiket stonde ful stille 

And asked hem withoute what was her wille 

ffor al pe gret companye pan spak" but oon 

Vndo pe gate porter and let us yn goon 

Thamie seide pe porter so broke I my chyn 

3e shuUen seye 3oure erand er je come In 

Say to Gamelyn and adam if per wille be 

We wille speke with hem two wordes or thre 

ffelowe seide pe porter stonde pere stille 

And I wil wende to Gamelyn to wite his wiUe 572 

In went pe porter to Gamelyn anoon [leaf 59, back] 

And seide sir I warne 30U heere be comen joure foon 

The Sherrefs men ben atte gate 

fforto take 30U bothe shul ^e not ascape 576 

Porter seide Gamelyn so mote I wel thee 

I wole allow pee pi wordis whanne y my tyme se 

Go agayn to pe gate and dwelle with hem a while 

And pou shalt se right soone porter/ a gyle 580 

Adam seide Gamelyn loke pee to gone 

We haue fomen atte pe gate and freendes neuere one 

It ben pe Sherryfs men pat hider ben comen 

They ben swore to-gidre pat we shullen be nomen 584 

Gamelyn seide adam hye pee right blyue 

And if I fayle pee pis day yuel mote I thryue 

And we shullen so welcome pe Sherrifs men 

That some of hem shullen make her beddes m pe fen 588 

At a posterne gate Gamylyn out went 

And a good Cartstaff in his hond hent 

Adam hente soone anoper gref staff 

fforto helpen Gamelyn and good strokes jaf 592 

Adam fel tweyne and Gamelyn fel three 

The Other sette feet on erpe and bigan to flee 

What seide adam so euere here I masse 

I haue right good wyne drynk' er je passe 596 
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564 



568 



572 



The porter hadde beliolde Jam a litel while 

he louede Gamelyn and was adrad of" gile/ 

And leef fe wikef stonde ful stille 

And asked hem wijioute what" was here wille 

ffor all Jie grete company jjanne spak* but oon 

Vndo fe gate porter and laf vs In goon) 

Than seyde fe porter so brouke I my chynne 

Je schul sey jonr erand er je comen Inne 

Sey to Gamelyn and adam if feir wille be 

We wol speke to hem two wordes or fre 

flfelaw sayde Jie porter stond fere stille 

And I wol wende to Gamelyn to witen his wiUe 

In wente fe porter to Gamelyn anon) 

And saide sire I warne 30U here ben come joure foon) 

The soherreues men ben atte gate 

ffor to take 30U bofe schulle je not" scape 576 

Porter seyde Gamelyn so mote I wel Jje 

I wol allowe J)e fi wordes whan I my tyme see 

Go a3eiii to fe gate and dwelle wif hem a while/ 

And J)ou schalf see right" soone porter a gyle 580 

Adam seyde Gamelyn loke fe to goone 

We hane foomen atte gate and freendes neuer oone Deaf 69, tack] 

If ben J)e soherreues men faf hider ben y-come/ 

Thei ben swore to-gidere jiaf we schul be nome 584 

Gamelyn saide adam hye Jie righf blyue 

And if" I faUe ])e fis day yuel mote I friue 

And we schulle so welcome fe Soherreues men 

Thaf somme of" hem schulle make here beddes in fe fen 588 

Atte posterne gate Gamelyn ouf wente 

And a good carf staf" m his bond he hente 

Adam hente soone anofer gref staf 

ffor to helpe Gamelyn and goode strokes he jaf" 592 

Adam felde tweyne and Gamelyn felde Jjre 

Thaf ofer sette feef on erjje and bigan to flee 

Whaf seide adam so euere heere I masse/ 

I haue righf good wyn / drynke or 30 passe 596 

COSPUS 145 



fe Porter had bihold hem a Htel while 

He loued wel Gamelyn and was dradde of gyle 

And lete fe wiketf stonde ful stiUe 

And asked hem wij) ouf whaf was her wille 564 

ffor aft fe grete company/ speke but oon 

Vndo fe gate porter and laf vs in gofl 

}5an seide fe Porter so brouke I my chyn 

3e shul saie joure erand er 36 come Inne 568 

Sey to Gamelyn and Adam/ if feire wil be [leaf 70] 

We wil speke wif hem two wordes or })re 

ffelawe seide pe Porter stonde fer stille 

And I wil wende to Gamelyn to wete his wille 572 

Inne wenf fe porter to Gamelyn anon 

And saide sir" I warne 30U here ben commen jour" foon 

The Shireues men bene af Jie gate 

fforto take 30U bo]) je shul nof scape 576 

Porter seide Gamelyn so mote I fe 

I wil alowe Jii wordes whan I my tyme se 

Go ageyn to fe gate and dwelle wi}) hem a while 

And Jiou sbalf se n3f sone porter a gile 580 

Adam seide gamelyn hasf fe to gofi 

We han foo-men mony and frendes neuere on 

If bene Jie shireues men J)af hider bene common 

Jjei ben swore to-gidere Jiaf we shal be nomew 584 

Gamelyn seide Adam hye fe ri3f blyve 

And if I faile fe fis day euel mof I frive 

And we shul so welcome fe shyreues men 

jjaf some of hem shal make her beddes in j>e fenne 588 

Af a postern gate Gamelyn ouf wenf 

And a good Cartstaf in his hondes henf 

Adam henf sone anojier grete staff 

ffor to helpen Gamelyne and good strokes 3af 592 

Adam felled tweyn and Gamelyn Jjre 

J)e ojer sette fete on erjje and bygan to flee 

Whaf seide Adam so euere here I masse 

I haue ri3f good wyne drynk er 30 passe 596 
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564 



568 



572 



The porter had be-holde hem a litel whUe 

He loued wele GameHn an was drad of gUe: 

An lete Jie wyket stonde ful stift 

And asked hem fer-out what was here witt 

ffor al jie grete Compaigny Jian spak bot one 

Vndo fe gate Portier and latt vs inn goone 

Then seide fe porter so brouke .1. my chinne 

3e schal sei 3oure erant er fat 30 comme inne 

Sei to Gamelin and to Adam if Jieire wift be 

We wolde speke withe hem tuo wordes or fre 

ffelaw saide fe portier stonde f er stitt 

An .L wil wende to Gamelin to weten his wilt 

In wente fe portier to Gamelin a-none 

And seide sire .1. warne 30we here be common ^oure fonc 

The scherrefs men ben att gate 

ffor to take 30ue bojje schal 30 nouht skape 576 

Portier seide Gamelin . So mot .1. wel fe 

.1. wift aUowe fe fi wordes whan .1. mi time see 

Go a3ein to gate and dwel wij) hem a while 

And f ou schal see rDit sone porter a gile 580 

Adam seide Gamelin loke pe to gone 

We haue fomen att gate and feendes neuer one 

It buen ]je schirreues men fa hider hue come 

J5ei be sworre to-geder fat we schal be nojwme 584 

Gameline seide Adam hie fe riht be liue 

And if .1. faUe f e fis dale yuel mot .1. friue 

And we schol so wel-come f e soherreues men 

That som of hem shal make here beddes in f e fen 588 

A good Cart staf in his honde he hent 

Gamelin and att postern gate oute he wente 

Adam hent sone a-nof er good staf 

ffor to helpen gamelin and goode strokes 3af 592 

Adam felde tweine and Gameline felled f re 

Jje tof er sett fete on erf e and gan to fle 

What saide Adam so euer here .1. masse [leaf 61, back] 

.1. haue riht goode wyne dnnke ar 30 passe 596 
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Nay hj god. seide fei ])i driiike is not goode 

It ■wold make mannes brayn to lien in his hoode 

Gamelyn stood stille and lokid him a-houte 

And saide fe shirreTie cometh with a grete route 600 

Adam seide Gamelyn what hen now ]>i redes 

Here cometh pe sherreue and wiL haue oure hedes 

Adam seide to Gamelyn myn rede is now Jiis 

A-bide we no longer lest we fare amys 604 

I rede fat we to wood gone or fat we he fonde 

Better is f er louse fan in towne he hounde 

Adam toke hi the hond jong gamelyn 

And euery of hem drank" a draght of wyn 608 

And after token her cours and wenten her way 

Tho fond f e sherreue nyst hut none eye 

The sherreue light doMue and wente in to halle 

And fond fe lord fetred fast with alle 612 

The shirreue vnfetered him right sone anone 

And sent after a leohe to hele his rigge hone 

Late we now f e fals knyght lie in his care 

And take we of Gamelyn and loke how he fare 616 

Gamelyn in to f e wood stalkid stille 

And Adam spencer liked right ille 

Adam swore to Gamelyn hy seint Eichere 

ITow I see it is mery to he a spencer 620 

That leuer me were keys to here 

Than walken in fis wild woode my clothes to tere 

Adam seide Gamelyn dismay f e right noght [leaf ei, back] 

Mony good mannys child in care is hroght 624 

As thei stod talkyng hothen in ifere 

Adam herd talking of men and nyghe him fought f oi were 

Tho Gamelyn vnder wood lokid a-right 

Seuen score of jong men he se wel I-dight 628 

Alle sate at f e mete compas ahoute 

Adam seide Gamelyn now haue I no doute 

After hale cometh bote f orgh goddes might 

Me thinke of mete and drinke y haue a sight - 632 

Ix * KOYAL 18 C ii. 18 



Ifay hi god seide thei thi drynke is not good . 

It wolde make a mannes hrajra to lyen in his hood . 

Gamelyn stood stille and lokid hym a-houte . 

And seide the schereue cometh with a gret route . 600 

Adam seide Gamelyn what ben now thi redis . 

Here cometh the schereue and witt haue GUI' hedis . 

Adam seide to Gamelyn myn rede is now this 

A-bide we no longer' lest we fare a-mys . 604 

I rede that we to wode gone or that we be founde . 

Better' is there louse than m towne be hounde . 

Adam toke bithe honde yong" Gamelyne ./ 

And euery of hem drank a draught of wyne ./ 608 

And aftef token her" cours and. wenten her" way 

Tho fonde the schereue nest but non ay . 

The schereue light doun and wente m to haUe . 

And fonde the lorde feterid fast with aUe . 612 

The schereue vnfetend hym right sone a-noon . 

And sent aftir" a leche to hele his rigge boon . 

IT Lete we now the fals knyght he m his care . 

And taike we of Gamelyn and loke how he fare . 616 

Gamelyn in to the wode stalkid stille . 

And Adam spenser" Uked this iUe . 

Adam swore to Gamelyn be seynt Eichere. 

M"ow I se it is mery to be a spensere . 620 

That leuyr' me were keies to here . 

Than walken ia this wilde wode my clothis to tere . 

Adam seide Gamelyn dismay the right nought . 

Mony a good mannys childe m care is brought . 624 

As thei stood talkyng* bothen ia fere . 

Adam herde talkyng of men and nygh hem thought thei 

Tho Gamelyn yndir" wode lokid alright [were . 

Seuyn score of yong men he sigh welt dight . 628 

Alle sate at the mete compas a-houte . Deaf 62, back] 

Adam seide Gamelyn now haue I no doute . 

After" bale cometh bote thorogh goddis myght . 

Me thynke of mete and drynke I haue a sight . 632 

HAEIiEIAN 1758. 18 



Naj hi god seide f ei f i drynk is not goode 

It wolde make mannes brayn to lien in his hoode 

Gamelyn stode stille and lokide hym ahoute 

And seide f e Sherrif cometh with a gret route 600 

Adam seide Gameljrn what hen now f i redes 

Heere cometh the Sherryf and wU haue oure heedes 

Adam seide to Gamelyn my rede is now f is 

Abide we no longer lest we fare Amys 604 

I rede fat we to wode gone er fat we be founde 

Better is fere louse fan in towne be hounde 

Adam toke hy f e hond jong* Gamelyn 

And euery of hem drank a draught of wyn 608 

And aftir token her cours and wenten her way [leaf eo] 

Tho fonde the Sherryf nest* hut noon Eye 

The Sherryf light downe and wente iato haUe 

And fonde f e lorde fetred fast withaUe 612 

The Sherryf* vnfetrede hym right soone Anone 

And sente aftir/ a lege to hele his rygge bone 

Lete we now f e fals knyght lie m his care 

And ta;lke we of Gamelyn and loke howe he fare 616 

Gamelyn iato the wode stalkid stUle 

And adam spencer/ liked right* ille 

Adam swore to Gamelyn by semf Eichere 

Now I se if is mery to be a spencere 620 

That leuer/ me were keyes to here 

Thanne walken ia this wilde wode my clothes to tere 

Adam seide Gamelyn dismay thee right* noght* 

Many goode mannes child ia care is brought 624 

As f ei stode talking* bothen ia fere 

Adam herde talking* of* men and nygh hym thoght feiwere 

Tho Gamelyn vndir/ wode lokide a right 

Seuene score of* 3ongemen he se wel I-dight 628 

Alle Sate at* f e mete compas ahoute 

Adam seide Gamelyn now haue I no doute 

After bale cometh bote thorogh goddis myght 

Me f enke of mete and drynk* I haue a sight* 632 
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^ay 1)7 god sayde f ai fi drint is nof good 

If wolde make a mannes brayn to lyea m his hood 

Gamelyn stood stille and loked Mm aboute 

And saide pe sdierrefi come]) with a gref route 600 

Adam seide Gamelyn whaf he now Jjy redes 

here comej) pe scherrene and wil hane oure heedes 

Adam sayde to Gamelyn my reed is now pis 

Abyde we no longere if we fare amys 604 

I rede Jjaf we to woode goon) ar pai' we be founde 

Bettre is it* fer louse pan in toune y-bounde 

Adam tot by pe bond ^onge Gamelyn 

And eue?-y of hem drank* a draught" of wyn 608 

And after token here cours and wenten here way 

Tho fond pe scherreue nesf and noon ay 

The scherref lighte doun and wenf in to pe halle 

And fond p& lord fetered faste \viji alle 612 

jje scherreue vnfetered him righf soono anon 

And sente after a leche to hele his regge bon 

lete we now jjis false kmghf lye m his care 

And talke we of Gamelyn and loke how he fare 616 

Gamelyn in to pe woode stalkede stiUe 

And adam pe spenser likede right* ylle [leaf 70] 

Adam swore to Gamelyn by semf richeer 

Ifow I see it is mery to ben a spewser 620 

Thaf leuere me were keyes to here 

Than walkeii m fis wilde woode my elopes to tere 

Adam sayde Gamelyn dismaye pe right* nought* 

Many good mannes childe m care is brought* 624 

As pei tooke talking* bope in feere 

Adam herde talking* of men and neigh him poughf pei were 

Tho Gamelyn vnder woode loked aright* 

vij. score of ^onge men he say wel adighf 628 

AUe satte atte mete compas aboute 

Adam sayde Gamelyn now haue ^e no doute 

After bale comes boote porugh goddes might* 

Me pinkep of mete and drynk* pat* I haue a sight* 632 
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Nay by god seide pei pi drink is not* goode 

It wolde make a mannys brayn to lyen on his bode 

Gamelyn stode stille and loked hym aboute 

And seide pe Shyref cowimep wip a grete route 600 

Adam seide Gamelyn what* bene nowe pi redes 

Here oommep pe sheref and wil haue our hedes 

Adam seide to Gamelyn my rede is now pis 

Abide we no lenger lest we fare amys 604 

I rede we to wode goii/ er we be founde Lieafvo, back] 

Better is per louse pan m pe toune bownde 

Adam toke by pe honde yonge Gamelyn) 

And euery of hem dronke a draujt* of wyn 608 

And after token he cours and wenten her way 

T[h]o fonde pe Shyrreue nyst* but* non aye 

IT The Shirreue li^t/ doune and wenf into halle 

And fonde pe lord fetred fast* wip aUe 612 

The Schirreue vnfetred hym rijt* sone anon 

And sent* aftere a leche to hele his rigge-bon 

Laf we nowe pe fals kny3f lye m his care 

And talke we of Gamelyn and of his fare 616 

Gamelyn into pe wode stalked stille 

And Adam Spensere liked rijf Ule 

Adam swore to Gamelyn by semt* Eiehere 

Nowe I see it* is mery to be a speneere 620 

Jit* leuer me were kayes to here 

}5an walken m pis wilde wode my elopes to tere 

Adam seide Gamelyn dismay pe ri3f nou3t* 

Mony good ma»znys child' in care is broujf 624 

As pel stode talkmge bopen in fere 

Mam here? talkmg* of men. and n3t* nygh hem pei were 

Tho Gamelyn vnder wode loked ari3t* 

vij'"'. of jonge men he seye wel ydi3f 628 

AUe satte at* pe mete compas about* 

Adam seide Gamelyn now haue I no dout* 

Aftere bale commep bote porgb goddis my3t* 

Me pmk* of mete and drynk* I haue a si3t* 632 
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APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. LansdownB MS. 

Naie be god seide pei pi drmke is not goode 

It wold make mannes brayne to lye m his hode 

Gamelin stoode stilt and loked him aboute 

And sawhe pe scherreue come wip a grete route 600 

Adam seide GameUne whate be nowe pi redes 

Here comep pe scherreue and wil haue oure hedes 

Adam seide to Gamelin my rede is nowe pis 

Abide we no longer lest we fare a mys 604 

.1 rede pat we to woode gone ar pat we be founde 

Better is per louse pan in toune bounde 

Adam toke be pe honde 3onge gamelin 

And eyper of hem dranke a drauht of wjae 608 

And after token her cours and wenten her waie 

Tho fonde pe soherref nest hot no naie 

j)e soherref lyht doune And went m to pe haft 

And fonde pe lorde fetterd fast wip aS 612 

The scherreve vnfetterd him riht sone anone 

And sent after a leche to helen his rigge bone 

Late we nowe pe false knyht lyhe m his care 

And talke we of Gamelin and loke ho we he fare 616 

Gamelin m to pe wode stalkep stitt 

And Adam spencer loked riht ill; 

Adam swore to GameKn be semte Richere 

Nowe .1. se it is mery to be a spensere 620 

That me were leuer kaye to here 

Than walken m pis wilde wode my elope to tere 

Adam seide Gameline dismaie je riht nouht 

Many good mannes childe m care is brouht 624 

As pel stode talkinge bope in fere 

Adam herde talkinge of men and nyhe hem pouht he were 

Tho Gamelin vnder wode loked ariht 

.Vij. score of 3onge men he sawe wele a-diht 628 

Ait satt att mete compas aboute 

Adam seide Gamelin nowe haue 36 no doute 

After bale comes bote poruht goddes myht 

Me pe pinkep pat of mete and drinke .1. haue a siht 632 
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Adam loke the vnder wode bough 
And tho lie say mete and he was glad I-nougB. 
ifor he hoped to god to haue his dele 
And he was sore alonged after a gode mele 
As he saide fat word Jje maister outlawe 
Sawgh Adam and Gamelyn vnder wode shawe 
Jonge men saide fe maister bi fe gode rode 
I am war of gestes god send vs gode 
Yonde ben two yonge men wel I-dight 
And parauenture ther ben more who so loked aright 
Anseth vp yong men and fette hem to me 
It IS good fat we witten what men thei be 
Vp fer sterten seuene fro Jie dyner 
And metten wif gamelym and Adam spencer 
Whan thei were nighe hem jjan seide Jat one 
Yeldeth vp jonge men 3our6 bowes and 3oure flone 
Than saide Gamelyn that 3onge was of elde 
Moche sorowe mote fei hane Jat to 30W hem jelde 
1 course none other but right my selue 
Thei je fette to 30W fyue fan be 3e twelue 
Jjo f ei herde by his word that might was m his arme 
Ther was none of hem fat wolde don hem harme 
But seide to Gamelyn myldely and stUle 
Come a-fore oure maistre and sai to him f i wille 
3ong6 men saide Gamelyn bi 3oure lewte 
Wliat man is 30ur maister that 3e with be 
Alle f e answerde with-oute lesmge 
Oure maister is crowned of outlawes k3mge 
Adam seide Gamelyn go we m cristes name 
He may neither mete ne dnnke weme vs for shame 
5if fat he be hende and come of gentU blood 
He wil 3eue vs mete and dnnke and do vs some good 
Be seint lame saide Adam what harme fat I gete 
I wil anenture me fat I hadde mete 
Gamelyn and Adam went forth in fere 
And fei grette f e maister that f ei fonde fere 
Ixii * UOYAL 18 c ii. 19 
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Adam loked tho vndir" wode bough . 

And tho he say mete and he was glad y-nough . 

ffor he hoped to god to haue his dele . 

And he was sore a-longed after" a good mele . 636 

As he seide that worde the maister' outlawe . 

Saugh Adam and Gamelyn yndir" wode schawe . 

Yonge men seide the maistef bi the good rode . 

I am wai^ of gestis god sende vs gode . 640 

Yonde ben two yonge men weft a-dight . 

And perauenture ther" ben more who so lokid a-riglit . 

A-riseth vp yong* men and fette hem to me . 

It is good that we witen what men thei be . 644 

Vp ther* stertyn seuene fro the dynei" . 

And metten with Gamelyn and Adam spenser" 

Whan thei were nyghe hem than seide that one . 

Yeldeth vp yonge men your" bowes and your* flone 648 

Than seide Gamelyn that yong was of elde . 

Moche sorow mote thei haue that to you hem yelde 

I course non other" but right my selue . 

Thei ye fette to you fyue than be ye twelue. 652 

Tho thei herde bi his worde that myght was yn his arme . 

Thei" was non of hem that wolde do hem harme . 

But seide to Gamelyn myldely and stUle . 

Come a-fore our" maistef and say to hym thi wille . 656 

Yonge men seide Gamelyn he your" lewte . 

What man is your" maister* that ye with be . 

Alle thei answerde with-oute lesynge . 

Our" maister" is crowned of outlawis kynge . 660 

Adam seide Gamelyn go we m oristes name . 

He may neither" mete ne drynke werne vs for schame . 

Yf .that he be hende and come of gentitt blood . 663 

He wilt yeue vs mete and drynke and do vs some good 

Be seynt lame seide Adam what harme that I gete . 

I witt auenture me that I had mete . 

Gamelyn and Adam went forth in fere . 

And thei grette the maister / that thei fonde there . 668 
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Adam lokide tho vndir/ wode bough 

And tho he Say mete and he was glad ynough 

ffor he hoped to god to haue his dele 

And he was sore alonged aftir a good mele 

As he seide fat word f e mayster outlawe 

Sawgh Adam and Gamelyn vndir wode shawe 

3ongemen seide f e maister bi f e goode Eode 

I am war/ of gestes god sencJ vs goode 

5onde ben two 3ongemen wel dight 

And perauenture ther ben more who so lokid a right 

Arisith up 3ongemen and fette hem to me 

If is good that we witen what" men they be 644 

Vp ther sterten seuene fro the dynere [leaf so.baek] 

And metten with Gamelyn and adam spencere 

Whan fei weren nygh hem f anne seide that one 

Jeldeth 30U 3ongemen 30ure bowes and 3oure flone 

Thanne seide Gamelyn that jonge was ofi eelde 

Mich sorowe mote thei haue fat to 30U hem 3elde 

I course noon other/ but right my selue 

Though 3e fette to 30U fyue fan be 3e twelue 

Tho fei herde bi his word thaf myght was m his arme 

Ther was noon of hem fat wolde do hem harme 

But seide to Gamelyn myldly and stille 

Come afore our maister and seie to hym f i wUle 

Jongemen seide Gamelyn by 30ure lewte 

What man is 30ure maister thaf 36 with be 

Alle fei answeride withoute lesyng 

Oure mayster is corouned of outelawis trngi 

Adam seide Gamelyn go we in cristes name 

He may neif er mete ne drynk" weme vs for shame 

If fat he be hende and come of gentyl bloode 

He wole 3eue us mete and drynk? and do us some goode 664 

By semf lame seide adam what harme fat I gete 

I wil auenture me thaf I hadde mete 

Gamelyn and adam wente forth va. fere 

And fei grette f e mayster fat fei fonde fere 668 
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Adam lokede fo vnder woode bowgli 

And ])o he say mete he was glad ynough 

ffor he hopede to god for to haue his deele 

And he -was sore alonged after a good meele 636 

As he saide faf word fe mayster outlawe 

Saugh Gamelyn and adam vnder woode schawe/ 

3onge men seyde Jje maister by Jje god roode 

I am war of" gestes god sende ts goode 640 

jond been tuo yonge men right" wel adighf 

And perauenture fer ben mo who so loked arighf 

Ansejj vp yonge men and sette hem to me 

If is good Jiaf we witen what" men it be 644 

rp Jjei sterten .vij. fro Jje dyner 

And metten with Gamelyn and adam spenser 

Whan fei were neih hem Jian seyde faf oon 

yeldej) vp yonge men ^our bowes & your floon) 648 

Thanne seide Gamelyn fat" yong* was ojF" elde 

Moche sorwe mote he haue Jiaf to yow hem jeelde 

I corse non ojser but" nghf my selue 

Jjey 36 fette to yow fyue Jjanne ye be twelue 652 

fo jjei herde by his word fat" mighf was in his arm 

There was non of" hem fat" wolde don him harm [leaf ro.teck] 

But" seide to gamelyn myldely and stille/ 

Com afore ouie maister and say to him J51 wUle 656 

yonge men seyde Gamelyn by your leute/ 

Whaf man is 30ur maister faf ye with be 

Alle Jjei answerde wijjoute lesyng" 

Oure mayster is orouned of" outlawes kiug" 660 

Adam sayde Gamelyn go we m ciistes name/ 

he may neyfer mete ne diynk" werne ts for schame/ 

If faf he be kynde and come of" gentil [blood] 

he wol yeue vs mete & drynk" and don ts som good 664 

By saint" lame saide adam what" harm fat" I gate/ 

I wol auenture me to fe dore fat" I hadde mete/ 

Gamelyn and adam wente forf in feere 

And fei grette fe maister fat" fey founde fere 668 
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Adam loked f 00 vnder wode bougfi 

And whan he segh mete was glad ynogh 

ffor he hoped to god to haue his dele 

And he was sore alonged after a mele 636 

As he seide fat worde f e mayster outlawe 

Saugh Adam and gamelyn vnder f e wode shawe 

5onge men seide f e maistere by f e good rode 

I am ware of gestes . god sende vs goode 640 

Jone ben twoo 3onge men wel ydighf [leaf 711 

And paraventure f er ben mo who so loked rijt 

A-nsef vp 3onge men and fette hew to me 

It is good fat" we weten what" men f ei be G44 

Vp fer sterten .vij. from f e dynere 

And metten wif Gamelyn and Adam Spencer" 

Whan f ei were nyghe hem fan seide fat oon 

Jeeldef vp jonge men 30ur bowes and 30U1' floon 648 

Jjan seide. Gamelyn f at" 3ong" was/ of// elde 

Moche sorowe mote f ei haue fat" to 30U hem jelde 

I Curs noon of ere but" right" my silue 

f 00 3e fette to 30U v. fan be 36 twelue 652 

Whan f ei hard' by his word' fat" my3t" was m his arme 

Ther was noon of hem fat" wold? do hym harme 

But seide to Gamelyn myldely and stille 

Comef a-fore our Maister and self to hym 30Mr wille 656 

Jonge men seide Gamelyn be 30Mr lewte 

What" man is 30ur' maister f af 36 wif be 

Alle f ei answeT(J wif out" lesiag" 

Our maister is crowned of outlawe king" 660 

Adam seide Gamelyn go we in cristes name 

He may neif er mete ne drmk warne vs for shame 

If fat" he be hende and come of gentil blood' 

He wil 3eue vs mete and drmk and do us som gode 664 

By seinf lame seide Adam what" harme f af I gete 

I wU auenture me f af I had mete 

Gamelyn and Adam wenf forth m fere 

And fei grette fe Maistef faf fei fond! fere 668 
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Adam loked f vnder wode bouhe 

And f he sauhe mete he was glade y-nowhe 

ffor he hope to god for to haue his dele 

And he was sore alonged after a goode mele 636 

As he had seide fat word f e Maister outelawe [leaf 62] 

Sawe Gamehn and Adam vnder wode schawe 

Jonge men seide f e maister be f e goode rode 

.1. am war of gestes god send vs goode 640 

?onde bene two 3on[g]e men riht wele adiht 

And parauentur fer bene mo who so loked ariht 

Arisef vp jonge men and fette hem to me 

It is good fat we weten what men fei be 644 

Vpe fer sterten .vij. fro f e denere 

And Metten wif Gamelin . and Adam spensere 

Whan fei were nyhe hem fan seide fat one 

^eldef vp 3onge men 3oure bowes and 3oure flone 648 

Than seid GameUn fat 3onge was of elde 

Muche sorwe mot he haue fat to 30W6 hem 3elde 

.1. curs none of er bot riht my selue 

Jjough 3e fette to 30W .v. fat be je tuelue 652 

Tho fei herde be his worde fat myht was m his arme 

Ther was none of hem fat wolde do him harme 

Bot seide to Gamelin Mildely and stitt 

Com a-for oure maister and seie to him fi witt 656 

3onge men seide Gamelin be 30ure leute 

What man is 30ure Maister fat 36 wif be 

Al fei ansewerd wif-oute lesmge 

Oure maister his crouned of owtelawes fe kenge 660 

Adam seide Gamelin go we ia cristes name 

He maye neyf er mete ne driiike warne vs for schame 

If fat he be hende and come of gentil Mode 

He witt 3eue vs mete and dnnke and do vs sum goode 664 

Be semte lame seid Adam what harme fat .1. gete 

.1. wil auentur me to f e dore fat .1. hade mete 

GameHn and Adam wenten forf e m fere 

And fei grete f e maister fat fei fonde fere 668 

LANSDOWNE 147 Ixiii * 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. Eoyal MS 18 C ii. 

Than saide ))e maister kynge of owtlawes 
WTiat seke 30 jonge men vnder wode shawes 
Gamelyn answerde pe tynge ■with his orowne 
He moste nedes -walke m felde fat may not walke m towne 
Sire we walke not here none harne to do 673 

But jif we mete a dere to shete ferto 
As men that ben hungry and mow no mete fynde 
And hen hard he-stad vnder wode lynde 676 

Of Gameljm wordes Je maister hadde rewthe 
And seide 36 shal haue y-nowe haue god my treuthe 
He had hem sitte down for to take reste 
And bad hem ete and drmke and Jjat of fe beste 680 

As fei eten and dronken wel and fyne 
Than saide on to an other this is gamelyn 
Tho was Jje maister outlawe in to conseil nome 
And tolde how it was gamelyn that thider was come 684 
Anone as he herde how it was be-falle 
He made him maister vndir him ouer hem alle 
With-m fe thridde wike hun come tydynge 
To J)e maister outlawe that was here kynge 688 

That he shulde come home his pees was made 
And of fat gode tydiage he was ful gladde 
Tho saide he to his jonge men soth forto telle 
Me ben comen tydinges I may no lenger dweUe 692 

Tho was Gamelyn anone with-oute tarienge 
Made maister outlawe and crowned her kynge 
Tho was Gamelyn crowned kynge of outlawes 
And walkid a while vnder wode shawes 696 

The fals knyght his hrofer was shereue and sire 
And lete his brother endite for hate and for hire 
Tho were his bonde men sory and no thinge glad 
When Gamelyn her lorde woKes hede was cned and made 
And sent oute of his men where Jei might him fynde 701 
ffor to go seke Gamelyn vnder wode lynde 
To telle him tydinge the wynde was went 
And aUe his good reued aTid aUe his men shenf 704 
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IT Than seide the maister / kyng of outlawes 

What seke ye yonge men Yndir* wode schawes . 

Gamelyn answerde . the kyng with his crowne . 671 

He most nedis walke in felde that may not walke m towne 

Sire we walke not here non harme to do . 

But if we mete a deer* to schete ther'to . 

As men that ben hungry and mow no mete fynde . 

IT And ben hard be-stad vndif' wode lynde . [leaf 53] 676 

Of Gamelyn wordis the maistei? had reuthe . 

And seide ye schalt haue y-nogh haue god my treuthe . 

He bad hem sitte douw for to take reste . 

And bad hem ete and drynke and that of the beste . 680 

j4s thei eten and dronken weft and fyne . 

Than seide oon to a nother" this is Gamelyne 

Tho was the maister" outlawe m to couraseile nome ./ 

And tolde how it^ was Gamelyn that thider" was come .684 

A-non as he herde how it was be-falle 

He made hym maister" vndir" hym ouer hem alle . 

With-yn the thrid wike hym come tithyng* 

Tho the maister" outlawe that was hei' kyng< . 688 

That he schulde come home his pees was made . 

And of that good tithyng" he was fuft glade . 

Tho seide he to his yong* men soth for to telle . 

Me ben comen tithynges I may no lenger" dwelle/ . 692 

Tho was Gamelyn a-non with-oute tanyng" . 

Made maister" outlawe and crowned her" kyng" . 

Tho was Gamelyn crowned kyng of outlawes . 

And walkid a while vndir" wode schawes . 696 

f The fals knyght his brother" was sohereue and sire . 

And lete his brother" endite for hate and for hire 

Tho were his bonde-men sory and no thyngi glade 699 

When Gamelyn her" lorde wolfes heed was cned and made . 

And sent out of his men where thei myght hym fynde . 

ffor to go seke Gamelyn vndii' wode lynde . 

To telle hym tithyng the wynde was went 

Aft his good reuyd and alle his men schent . 704 
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Thanne seide the mayster king< of outlawis 

Whaf seke je 3ongemen vndir wode shawes 

Gamelyn answeride Jie kmgi with his coroun 

He must nedis walke in feeld fat may not walke m toun 672 

Sire we walke not heere noon harme to do 

But if we mete a dere to shete therto 

As men that ben hungry and mowe no mete fynde 

And ben hard bistad vnder wode lynde 676 

Of Gamelyn wordis the maister hadde ruthe 

And seide 3e shal haue ynow haue god my treuthe 

He bad hem sitte doun forto take reste 

And bad hem ete and drynke and that of the beste/ 680 

As f ei eten and drunken wel and fyne [icat ei] 

Thanne seide oon to another/ Jus is Gamelyne 

Tho was the maister outlawe into Counsel nome 

And tolde how it was Gamelyn thaf was thider come 684 

Anone as he herde how ifr was bifalle 

He made hym maister vnder hym ouer hem aUe 

Withynne the thndde woke hym come tydynge 

To the maister outlawe that was her kingi 688 

That he shulde come home his pees was maad 

And ofi that good tyding* he was ful glade 

Tho seide he to his 3ongem6n soth forto telle 

Me ben comen tydynges I may no lenger dwelle 692 

Tho was gamelyn anone withouf tariyng* 

Made maister/ outlawe and corouned her king< 

Tho was Gamelyn crowned king* of outlawes 

And walkide a while vndir wode shawes 696 

The fals knyght his brother/ was Shereue and sire 

And lete his brother endite for hate and for hire 

Tho were his bondemen sory and no fmg" glad 

Whanne Gamelyn her lord wolfes heed was cried & maad 700 

And senf oute of his men where f ei myght hym fynde 

fforto seke Gamelyn vndir wode lynde 

To telle hym tidyng the wynde was went 

And aft Ms good reued and aHe his men shent 704 
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Than seyde fe mayster kmg' oi' outlawes 

Whaf seeke ^e yonge men vnder fe woode schawes/ 

Gamelyn answerde fe kmgf -wiTp Las croune 

lie moste needes walke in woode faf may nof walke in towne 

Sire we walke nof heere non harm to do 673 

Buf if -we meete a deer to schete J)er to 

As men faf ben hungry and mowe no mete fynde 

And ben barde bestad vnder -woode lynde 676 

Of" Gamelynes -wordes Jie mayster badde rewjie 

And seyde ye scbal baue ynough bane god my treiife 

be bad hem sitte doun for to take reste 

And bad hem ete and drynke and faf of" f e beste 680 

As Jjei eeten and dronke wel and fyn 

Than saide faf oon to faf of er fis is Gamelyii) 

Tho -was fe maister ouf-lawe m to counseil nome 

And tolde hov it / was Gamelyn faf fider was y-come 684 

Anon as he herde how it was byfaHe 

be made him maister vnder him ouer bem aUe 

"Wifinne fe fndde weke bun come tydynges 

To fe mayster outlawe faf was here kynges 688 

faf be scbulde come borne his pees was maad 

And of faf goode tydyng" he was ful glaad [leaf n] 

Tho sayde he to bis jonge men sof for to telle 

Me ben comen tydynges I may no lenger dweUe 692 

Tho was Gamelyn anon wif oute taryyng* 

Maad mayster outlawe and croiined here kingi 

Tho was Gamelyn crouned king* of" ouf-lawes 

And walked a while vnder woode schawes 696 

The false knighf his brof er was scberreue and sire 

And leef bis brof er endite for bate and for Ire 

Tho were bis bonde men sory and nof mg^ gladde 

Whan Gamelyn. here lord wolfes heed was cried and maad 

And sente ouf of bis men wber fey migbf bim fynde 701 

ffor to seeke Gamelyn vnder f e woode lynde 

To tellen bun tydynges the wynd was wenf 

And aft bis good reued and his men sebent 704 
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Than seide f e Maister kingi of outlawes 

Whaf seohe je jonge men vnder f e wode sbawes 

Gamelyn answerd? f e king* with his croun 

He mosf nedes walk" m feeld' faf may nof m town 672 

Sire we walk nof here no barme to doo 

Buf jif we mete a dere to shete f erto 

As men faf bene hungry and mow no mete fynde 

And ben barcf bystad' vnder wode lynde 676 

Of Gamelyns wordes / f '^ maister bad reuf e [icatii, back] 

And seide ^e sbul bane ynow baue god my treuth. 

He bad bem sitte doun forte take resf 

And bad bem ete and drink? and fat of f e besf 680 

As f ei eten and dronken wel and fyne 

fan seide on to anof er f is is Gamelyn 

f o was f e Maistere outlawe into oounseile nome 

And tolde ho we if was Gamelyn fat f ider was come 684 

Anon as he herd' bow if was byfalle 

He made bim. maister' vnder hywi ouer bem alle 

Wit/«Inne f e iij. weke bym come tydinge 

To f e Maistere outlawe faf was her kings 688 

]jaf be sbuld come borne bis pees was made 

And of faf good tydinge be was ful glade 

f 00 seide be to bis jonge men sof forto teUe 

Me bene commen tydinges ' I may no lenger dwelle 692 

Tbo was Gamelyn anooii wif ouf taryinge 

Made maistef outlawe and crowned her kinge 

Wban Gamelyn was crowned kingi of outlawes 

And walked bad a while vnder fe wode sbawes/ 696 

f e fals kny^f bis brof er was sherif and sire 

And lete bis brof ere endite for bate and for ire 

f 00 were bis boond-men sory ' and no f mgi glade 

Wban Gamelyn ber lord / woKes bade was crted and made 

And senf ouf of bis men wber f ei my3f bym fynde 

ffor to go sake Gamelyn vnder f e wode lynde 

To telle bym tyding* f e wynde was wente 

And al his good reued and al bis men sbenf 704 
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Than seide fe maister kinge of owtelauwes 

"What seke je 3ongmen vnder wodee schawes 

GameHn ansewarde f e kmge wif bis oroune 

He moste nedes walks iu wods fat mays noubt waike iwtoune 

Sire we walke noubt hers men barme to do 673 

Bot if wee mete a dere to schets f er to 

As men fat bene bungri. and maie no mete finde 

And bene barde bestade vnder wode linde 676 

Of Gamelyne wordes f e maister had reuf e 

He seide sche scbal baue .I.-noube baue god my treuf e 

He bad bem sette doune for to take rest [leaf 62, back] 

And bad ete and drmge and pat of f e best 680 

As f ei eten and dronken wele and fine 

Than seide f e tone to f e tof er f is is Gamsline 

Tbo was f e Maister owtelawe into counseile nome 

And tolde bows it was Gamelin was fsder come 684 

Anone as be berde bowe it was be-fal 

He maade bim maister vnder him ouere hem al 

Wif-inne f e f red weke bim cam tidynge 

Tho f e maister owtlawe fat was here kmge 688 

J3at be soholde come home bis pes was made 

And of f e goode tif inge be was fnl glads 

Tbo seide he to his 3onge men sof e to tett 

Me be common tif mges .1 maie no longer duel . 692 

Tbo was GameUne anone wif -oute taryinge 

Maade Maister owteley . and crouned here kinge 

Tho was Gamelin crounede kinge of outelawes 

And walked a while vnder wode schawes 696 

The false knybt his brof er was scberreue of f e scbire 

And lete bis brof er endite for hate and for ire 

Tho were bis bondemen son and noubt gladde 

Wban Gamelin ber lorde was cried woluesbed and maade 

And sent oute of bis men wber f ei mybt bun finde 701 

ffor to seke Gamelin vnder wode bnde 

To tel bun tif mge f e winds was went 

And al his goode reued a7id his men schent 704 
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And a-douw with, her hode and here lorde gretten. 

Sire wiathe 30^6 noght for fo gode rode 

ffor we han hrouglit'^o-w tydynge but ))ei he not goode 708 

Now IS Tpi brother sherreue and haj fe baillie 

And hath endited fe and ■wolfes hede doth Jie one 

Alias seide Gamelyn Jat euer I was so slak 

That I ne hadde broke his nekke J)0 I his ngge brak 712 

Goth greteth wel myn housbondes and wife 

I wil be at the next shire haue god my lyfe 

Gamelyn came redy to fe next shire 

And ther was his brother both lorde and sire 716 

Gamelyn boldeliche came m to fe mote halle 

And putte adouw his hood amonge fe lordes alle 

God saue 30W lordinges fat here be 

But broke bak" sherreue euel mote thu the 720 

Whi hast thou do me fat shame and velonye 

ffor to lete endite me and wolfeshede do me one 

Tho thought the fals knyght for to ben a-wreke 

And lete Gamelyn most he no thmge speke 724 

Might fer be no grace but Gamelyn at fe laste 

"Was caste in prison and fetered faste 

Gamelyn hath a brother that hight sire Ote 

As gode a knyght and hende as might gon on foots 728 

Anone jede a messagere to that gode knyght 

And tolde him al to-gidrs how Gamelyn was dight 

[ . .no gap in tJie MS.] 

He was right sory was he no fmg light 732 

And lete sadle a stede and fe way he name 

And to his twei brefeme right sone he came 

Sire saide sir Ote to the sherreue tho 

We ben but thre bretheren shul we neuer be mo 736 

And Jiou hast presoned fe beste of vs alle 

Suche a nother brother euel mote him be-falle 

Sire ote saide fe fals knyght lat be fi cours 

By god for thi wordes he shal fare the wors 740 

Ixvi * EOYAL 18 ii. 21 



"Whan thei hadden hym founde on knees thei hem setten 

And a-douw with here hood and her" lorde gretten . 

Sir' wrath yow nought for the good rode . 

ffor we han brought you tithyng but thei be not gode . 708 

Now is thi brother* sohereue and hath the bailKe . 

And hath endited the and wolfes heed doth the one 

Alias seide Gamelyn that euer I was so slak" . 

That I ne had broke his nekke tho I his rigge brak. 712 

Goth greteth weU bofe/ housbonde/ and wif . 

I witt be at the next schire haue god my lyf . 

Gamelyn cam redy to the next schire . 

And ther" was his brother" both lorde and sire . 716 

Gamelyn boldely come m to the mote halle . 

And put a-doum his hood amonge the lordis alle . 

God saue you lordynges that here be . 

But broke bak schereue euytt mote thou the . 720 

Whi hast thou do me that schame and vilonye 

ffor to late endite me and wolfesheed do me crie ./ 

Tho thought the fals knyght for to ben a-wreke [leaf 53, back] 

And lef Gamelyn most he no thyng* speke 724 

Mighf ther" be no grace but Gamelyn at the last . 

"Was cast m prison and feterid fast ./ 

Gamelyn hath a brother/ that bight sif Ote . 

As a good a knyght and hende as myght gon on fote . 728 

A-non yede a messager" to that good knyght . 

And tolde hym alt to-gidef how Gamelyn was dight . 

A-non as sire Ote herde how Gamelyn was dight . 

He was right sory was he no thyng light . 732 

And lete sadift a stede and the way he name . 

And to his tweie bretheryn right sone he came . 

Sire seide sir' Ote to the schereue tho . 

"We ben but thre bretheren schuft we neuer be mo 736 

And thou hast pnsoned the best of vs alle 

Suche a nother" brother" euytt mote hym bi-falle • 

Sir" Ote seide the fals knyght late be thi curs/. 

By god for thi wordis he schaft fare the wurs . 740 

HAELEIAN 1758. 21 



"Whanne jjei hadden hym founden on knees fei hem setten 

And a-dou» with her hoode and her lord gretten 

Sire wrathe 30U nought for fe goode roode 

ffor we haue brought 30U tydyng but fei be nought gode 708 

Now IS ]ji brother Sherreue and hath the baillie 

And hath endited thee and wolfes heed doth thee one 

AUas seide Gamelyn fat euere I was so slak 

That I ne hadde broke his necke tho I his ngge brak" 712 

Goth gretith wel myn husbondes and wyf 

I wil be atte fe next shire and god sende me lyf 

Gamelyn cam redy to fe next shire 

And there was his brother bofe lord and sire 716 

Gamelyn booldlich come into the mote halle [leaf ei, back] 

And putte a-douw his hoode among the lordis aUe 

God saue 30U lordis that here bee 

But brot bak Sherreue yuel mote thou thee 720 

"Why hast thou do me that Shame and vylonye 

fforto late endite me and wolfes heed do me crie 

Tho thought the fals knyght fforto ben a-wreke 

And lete Gamelyn most he no thing< speke 724 

Might ther" be no grace buf Gamelyn atte fe laste 

"Was oast" in prisoun and fetered faste 

Gamelyn hath a brother that hight Sir Ote 

As good a knyghf and hende as myght gone on fote 728 

Anone 3ede a messages to that* good knyght 

And tolde hym al to-gidre how gamelyn was dight 

Anone as Sir Ote herde how Gamelyn was dight 

He was nght Sori . was he no thmgi light 732 

And lete sadle a stede and the way he name 

And to bis tweye breferne ryghf soone he came 

Sir Seide Sir Ote to fe Sherreue tho 

"We ben but three brifeme shullen we neuere be mo 736 

And thou hast pnsoned the best of vs alle 

Sich another brother/ yuel mote hym bifalle 

Sir Ote seide the fals knyght lat be thi couis 

Bi god for thy wordes he shal fare the wors 740 
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APPENDIX TO GEO0P A. GAMBLTN. CorpilS MS. 

Whan Jjei had him founden on knees fey hem setten) 

And Ei-doun with here hood and here lord gretten) 

Sire wrajjjje you noughf for fe goode roods 

ffor we haue broughf 30U tydynges huf Jjei hen not' goode 

N'ow IS fy brofer scherreue and haf fe haillie 709 

And hap endited ])e and wolfes heed dof Jie crye 

Alias sayde Gamelyn faf euer I was so slat? 

Thaf I ne hadde broke his necke ])0 I his rigge brak* 712 

Goj> greete]) wel my« housbondes and wijf 

I wH ben atte nexte schire haue god my lijfi 

Gamelyn cam wel redy to fe nexte schire 

And jiere was his brofer bofe lord and sire 716 

Gamelyn com boldely m to fe moot" haUe 

And putte adoun his hood among* fe lordes aUe 

God saue yow lordynges faf now heere be 

Buf broke bak" Scherreue yuel mote jjou fee 720 

Why hasf fou do me faf schame and Tilenye 

ffor to late endite me and wolues heed do me orye 

Tho foughte ]>e false knight" for to ben awreke 

And leet" take Gamelyn mosti he nomore speke 724 

Mighf fer be no more grace buti Gamelyn atte laste/ 

Was casf in to pnson and fetered faste/ Peaf 71, back] 

IT Gamelyn haf a brojjer faf highte sire Oote 

As good a kmghf and heende as imghte gon on foote 728 

Anon jeede a messager to faf goode knigfif 

And told lii?i« altogider how Gamelyn was dight 

Anon as sue Oote herde how Gamelyn was dighf 

he was right sory was he nofing' lighf 732 

And leet" sadle a steede and fe way he nam 

And to his tweyne breferen right* soone he cam 

Sire sayde sire Ote to fe Scherreue fo 

We ben buf fre breferen schuUe we neuer be mo 736 

And J)ou hasf pn'soned Tpe bests of vs alle 

Swich anofer brofer* yuel him mote bifalle 

Sire Ote seyde fe fals knighf laf be fi curs 

By god for fi wordes he schal fare pe wurs 740 

CORPUS 149 



APPENDIX TO GEODP A. GAMELYN. PetWOrtt MS. 

Whan pel had hym founden on knees fei hem setten 

And adoune with her hodes and her lord gretten 

Sir* wreth 50U nof for fe good rode 

ffor we han brou3f 30U tydyngges buf fei be nof gode 708 

Nowe is pi brofer Sherreue and haf pe bayly 

And ha]) endited pe / and wolfes hede dof Jie crye 

Alias seide Gamelyn faf euere I was so sclak 

J)of I ne had broke his nek whan I his rigge brak" 712 

Go)) gretej) wel myn husbondes and wif [leaf 72] 

I wil be af pe nexf shyre haue god my Hf 

Gamelyn come redy to pe nexf shire 

And per was his broper hop lord and sire 716 

Gamelyn boldely come into pe mote halle 

And putf a doun his hode / amonge fo lordes aUe 

God saue 30U lordinggs faf here be 

Buf broke-bak sherreue euel mote pou pee 720 

Whi hast j)ou don me paf shame and vilonye 

fforto laf endite me / and wolfeshede do me crye 

Jjoo J)ou3f Jie fals kny3f forto bene awreke 

And lette Gamelyn mosf he no fing* speke 724 

Mighf fer be no grace, buf Gamelyn atte lasf 

Was cast/ m prison and fettred fasf 

^ Gamelyn haj) a brofere faf hi3f sir Ote 

Als good an knyghf and hende as my3t gon on fote 728 

Anoon 3ede a massager' to Jiaf good kny3f 

And tolde him al to-gidere how gamelyn was di3f 

Anoon whan sir" ote herd howe Gamelyn was di3f 

He was n3f sory and no Jiing* lL3f 732 

And lete sadel a stede and Jie way namme 

And to his tweyne breferen ri3t sone he camme 

Sir' seide Sir' Ote to pe sherreue poo 

We bene buf fre brejeren shul we neuere be mo 736 

And fou hasf pn'soned pe best of vs alle 

Such anofere brofer euel mote hym byfaUe 

Sir* Ote seide pe false knyghf laf be J)i cors 

By god for fi wordes he shal fare fe wors 740 
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APPENDIX TO GEoup A. GAMELTN. Lansdowne MS. 

Whan J16 hadden him founde on knees fei hem setten 

And a-doune wif here hode and here lorde gretten . 

Sir wraffe 30U nouht for pe goode rode 

ffor we haue brouhte 30we tifinges hot fei be nou3t goode 

!N"owe is fi brofe scherreue and hafe pe baOle 709 

And hafe enditede pe and wolues-hed dofe pe one 

Alias seide GameHn fat euer .1. was so slakke 

Jjat .1. ne hadde broke his nekke . f o .1. his rigge brakke 

Go gretef wele mjTie husbondes amt^ wif 713 

.1. wU bene att f e next schire haue god my lif 

Gamelyn cam wel redy to f e next schire 

And f er was his brof er bof e lorde and sire 716 

Gamelin. cam boldely in to f e mote haft 

And put adoune his hode a-monge f e lordes aft 

God saue 30we lordemges fat nowe here be 

Bot brokebakke scherreue yuel most f on f e 720 

Whi haste fou do me fat schame and velanye [leaf esi 

ffor to late endite me and wolues-hede do me crye 

Tho fouht f e fals knyht for to be awreke 

And lete take Gamehne most he nomore speke 724 

Miht fere be no grace bot Gamelin att f e last 

Was cast in to prison and fetterd fast 

Gameline haf e a brof er fat hiht sir Ote 

A goode knyht and hende as miht gone on fote 728 

Anone 3ede a messagier to fat good knyht 

And tolde hem al togeder howe Gamehne was diht 

[ . . . . . no gap in the MS.] 

He was riht sorie was he nof inge Hht 732 

[ no gap in the MS.] 

And to Ms tweme bief er ful sone he came- 

Sir seide sir Ote to f e Scherref f 00 

We bene bot free brefern schal we neuer be mo 736 

And fou hast prisoned f e best of att 

Suche a-nof er luel mot him befaft 

Sire Ote, seide f e false knyht lat be f 1 curs 

Be god for fi wordes he schal fare f e wurs 740 
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744 



[leaf 66] 

748 



752 



To fe kynges pnsone lie is I-nome 
And ther he shal a-bide til fe Justice come 
Parde saide sir Ote better it shal be 
I bid bym to mainprys fat fou graunte me 
Til fe next sitting of deHueraunce 
And late fan Gameljoi stond to bis chaMnce 
Brother in sucbe a forward I take him to the 
And by ]ji fadres soule fat fe bygat and me 
But he be redy whan fe lustice sitte 
Thou shalt here fe lugement fox al fi grete witte 
I graunt wel saide sir Ote fat it so be 
Late delyuer hym anone and take him to me 
Tho was Gamelin delyuered to sir Ote his brother 
And fat nyght dwelled f e oon with f e tother 
On the morwen saide Gramelyn to sir Ote f e hynde 
Brother he saide I mote for soth fro 30W wynde 756 

To loke how my ^onge men leden her lif" 
Whether f ei lyuen m loy or elles m strip 
By god seide sir Ote fat is a cold rede 
IS'ow I see fat aUe f e Carke sohal falle on my hede 760 
ffor whan f e lustice sitte and f ou be not I-fonde 
I shal anone be take and m f 1 stede I-bonde 
Brother saide Gamelyn dismaie f e nyght 
ffor by saint lame in Galys fat mony man hath sought 764 
5if fat god almyghti hold me my Uf and my witte 
I wil be redy whan f e lustice sitte 
Than saide sir Ote to Gamelyn god shild f e fro shame 
Come when f ou seest tyme and bryng vs out of blame 768 
Lithef and Hstenef and hold 30W stille 
And 30 schul here how Gamelyn hadde his wille 
Gamelyn went ■vnder wood Eys 

And fond ther playng jong men of prys 772 

Tho was 3ong Gamelyn right glad I-noghe 
When he fonde his men vnder woode boghe 
Gamelyn and his men talkeden m fere 
And fei had gode game her maister to here 776 
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To the kyngis pnson he is y-nome . 

And there he schalt a-bide tift the lustice come 

Parde seide sir* Ote bettir' it sohaft be . 

I bid hym to maympns that thou grauKte me . 744 

Tilt the next sittyng of delynerau«ce . 

And late than Gamelyn stonde to his chauMce 

Brother' m suche a forwarde I take hym to the 

And by my fadris soule that the bigat and me . 748 

But he be redy whan the iustice sitte ./ 

Thou schalt here the lugement for aft thi gret witte . 

I graumte we& seide sir' Ote that it so be . 

Late delyuer" hym a-non and take hym to me 752 

Tho was Gamelyn delyuered to sir" Ote his brother' . 

And that nyght dweUid the oon with the other" . 

On the morowen seide Gamelyn to sif Ote the hende . 

Brothef he seide I mote for sothe fro you wende . 756 

To loke how my yong men leden here lyf . 

Whethir" thei lyuen m loy or eUis m strif . 

By god seide sir" Ote that is a colde rede . 

E"ow I see that alle the carke sohatt fait on my hede . 760 

ffor whan the lustice sitte and thou be not fouwde . 

I schait a-non be take and in thi stede y-bou»de . 

Brother' seide Gamelyn dismaie the noght . 

ffor bi seynt lame m Galis that mony man hath soght . 764 

Tf that god Almyghty holde me my lyf and my witte . 

I wilt be redy whan the iustice sitte . 

Than seide sir" Ote to Gamelyn god schilde the fro sphame . 

Come when thou seist tyme and bryng" vs oute of blame . 

Litheth and hstneth and hold yow stUle ./ 769 

And ye sohutt here how Gamelyn had his wille . [leaf 54] 

Gamelyn wente vndir" wode rys . 

And fonde ther plaiyng yong" men of prys . 772 

Tho was yongi Gamelyn right glad y-noghe . 

When he fonde his men vndir' wode boghe . 

Gamelyn and his men talkeden m fere . 

And thei had good game here maister" to here 776 

HAELEIAN 1758. 22 
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748 



To the kinges prisoun he is nome 

And there he shal abide tyl the lustice come 

Parde seide Sir/ Ote better it Shal be 

I bydde hym to maynprise fat f ou graunt me 

Tyl the next sitting" of delyueraunce 

And late thanne Gamelyn stonde to his chauiice 

Brother* m siche a forward I take hym to fee 

And bi f 1 fadris soule fat fee bigat and me 

But he be redy whanne the lustice Sitte 

Thou shalt here f e lugement for al thi gret witte 

I graunt wel seide Sir Ote that it so be 

Late delyuer hym anoon and take hym to me/ 752 

Tho was gamelyn delyuered to Sir Ote his brother Uesif 62] 

And that nyght dweUide the oon with the other 

On the morowen seide Gamelyn to Sic Ote f e hende 

Brother he seide I mote forth fro 3011 wende 756 

To loke how my 3ongemen leden her lyf 

Whether they lyuen m loye or ellis m stryf 

By god seide sir Ote fat is a cold rede 

IN"ow I see that alle f e cark shall falle on myn hede 760 

ffor whanne f e Justice sitte and f ou be not founde 

I shal anoon be take and m thi stede bounde 

Brother seide Gamelyn dismay thee nought 

ffor by seynt lame in Gales fat many man hath sought 764 

If fat god almyghty holde me my lyf" and my witte 

I wille be redy whanne f e lustice Sitte 

Thanne seide Sir Ote to Gamelyn god shilde fee fro shame 

Come whanne f ou seest tyme and bringe vs out* of" blame 

Litheth and listneth and holde 30U stille 769 

And 36 shullen heere how Gamelyn hadde his wiEe 

Gamelyn wente vndit' wode Eys 

And fonde there plaiyng< 3ongemen of prys 772 

Tho was 3ong' Gamelyn right" glad ynough 

Whanne he fonde his men vndir/ wode bough 

Gamelyn and his men talkiden m fere 

And they hadde good game her mayster/ to heere 776 
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To J)e kmges prisone he is y-nome 

And jier lie sctal abyde to pe lustice come 

Parde saide sire Ote bettre it schal he 

I bidde him to maympn's faf fou graunte to me 

Til f 6 nexte sittyng* of deliuerance 

And late fanne Gamelyn stande to his cnaunce 

Brojier in swich a forward I take him to fe 

And hy J>i fader soule faf Jje higaf and me 

Buf he he redy whan fe lustice sitte 

Thou schalf here his luggemenf for att fi grete witte 

I graunte wel seide sire Ote Jjat if so he 

lef deliuere him anon and tafc him to me 752 

Tho was Gamelyn deliuered to sire Ote his hrofer 

And faf nighf dwelleden fafr oon wif faf ofer 

On Jje morwe seyde Gamelyn to sire Ote fe heende 

Brofer he seyde I moof for sofe fro fe weende 756 

To loke how my yonge men leden here lyf 

Whefer fey lyuen m loye or elles in strifi 

By god seyde sire Ote faf is a cold rede 

ISTow I se f af aft fe cark" schal falle on myn hede 760 

ffor whan jie lustice sitte and ])ou he nought y-founde 

I schal anon he take and m fy stede y-hounde [leaf 72] 

Brofer sayde Gamelyn dismaie fe nought" 

ffor hy sainf lame m Gales thaf many man hafi sought" 764 

If" f af god ahmghty holde me my lyf" and witte 

I wil he fere redy whan jie lustice sitte 

Thanne seide sne Ote to Gamelyn god sohilde fe fro sohame 

Com whan fou seesf tyme and hryng" vs out of hlame 768 

IT htheth and lesteneth and holdej) 30U stiHe 

And je schulle heere how Gamelyn) hadde his wUle 

Gamelyn wente vnder fe woode Eys 

And fond Jiere pleying" yonge men of" pns 772 

Tho was yonge Gamelyn right* glad ynougfi 

"Whan he fond his men vnder fe woode bough 

Gamelyn and his men talked m feere 

And fey hadde good game here maister to heere/ 776 

COEPUS 150 



To fe kingges pn'son he is jrnome 

And per he shal abide to fe lustise come 

Parde Seide Sii^ Ote better if shal be 

I bid hym to maynprise fat f ou graunte me 744 

To f e nexf sitting" of delyueraunce 

And laf fan Gamelyn stonde to his chaunce 

Brof ere in such a forward T take hym to f e 

And by f '' fader soule f af f e bigate and me 748 

Buf he be redy whan f e Iilstioe sitte Oeat 72, back] 

f ou shalf here f e luggement" for al f 1 grete witte 

I graunte wel seide Six* Ote f af if so be 

Laf delyuere hym anoon and take hym to me 752 

Tho was gamelyn delyuered to Sir' ote his brof ei'' 

And f af nyghf dwelled f e oon wif f e afer' 

On the morowe seide Gamelyn to Sir' Ote f e hende 

Brofer he seide I mote forsof from 30" wende 756 

To loke howe my 3onge men leden her hff 

Whedere f ei lyuen in loie or elKs in striff 

By god seide Sir" ote f af is a colde rede 

K'owe I se faf aUe f e Carke shal fal on my hede 760 

ffor whan f e lustise sitte and f ou be nof yfound' 

I shal anoon be take and m f 1 stede I-bound' 

Brofer seide Gamelyn dismay 30U noujf 

ffor by seint lame in Gales faf mony men haf sou3f 764 

3if that god almy3ty holde my Hf and witte 

I wil be redy whan f e lustice sitte 

Than seide sire Ote to gamelyn god shilde f ^ from shame 

Come whan fou seesf tyme and bring* vs ouf of blame 768 

IT Lif enef and hstenef and holde 3011 stiHe 

And 3e shul here howe Gamelyn had al his wille 

Gamelyn wenf vnder f e wode Eis 

And fonde f er pleying* 3eng* men of pr/s 772 

f o was 3ong* gamelyn ri3f glad ynou3e 

Whan he fonde his men vnder wode bouje 

Gamelyn and his men talkeden in fere 

And f ei had good game her maister to here 776 

PBTWORTH 150 
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To f e kmges p«son he his ynomme 

And fere he schal abide vnto f e iustice come 

Pardie seide sire Ote Better it schatt be 

.1. bidde him to mainprise fat fou graunt to me 

TU f e next sitemge of deliuerance 

And lat fat Gamelin stonde to his chaunce 

Brof e m suche a forward .1. take him to f e 

And be fi faderes soule fat be-3ate fe and me 

Bot he be redi whan f e lustice sitte 

jjou sohalt here f e luggement for aft f 1 grete witte 

.1. graunt wele quod sire ote fat it so be 

Lat do liuer him a-none and tak him to me 752 

Tho was GameHne deUuerde to sir Ote his brofer 

And fat nyht dwelden f e tone wif f e tof ere 

On f e morwe seide Gamelin to sir Ote f e hende 

Brofe he seide .L mot for sof e fro f e wende 756 

To loke how my 3onge men leden here Hf 

Whef er f ei leuen m ioye or elles in strif 

Be gode seide sir hote fat is a colde rede 

]S"ow .L see fat al f e carke schal fal on myne hede 760 

ffor whan f e lustice sitte and fou be nouht yfounde 

.L schal anone be taken and m fi stede ybounde 

Brofer seide Gamelin dismaie f e nouht 

ffor be semt lame m Galeis fat mony men haf souht 764 

If fat god almyhty holde me my lif and witte [leaf 6S, tacki 

.L wil be fere redy whan f e lustice sitte 

Than seide sir Ote tn gamelin god schelde f e fro sehame 

Com whan fou seest time and bnnge vs oute of blame 768 

[ .• • ' • 

. . . . . no gap in the MS.}. 

IT Gamelin went f vnder wode rise 

And fonde fere playmge men of prise 772 

Tho was 3onge Gamelin riht glad ynouhe 

Whawne he fonde his men vnder woode bouhe 

Gamelin and his men talken in fere 

And fei had good Game here maister to here 776 
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His men told him of auentuies ]jat fei had fonde 

And Gamelyn hem told hem a-jen how he was fast honde 

While Gameljra was outlaw hade he no eors 

)3er was no man Jiat for him ferd fe wors 780 

But Abbotes and Priours monk" and Chan on) 

On hem left he noght when he might hem nome 

"While Gamelyn and his men made myithes Eyve 

The fals knyght his brother euel mote he pnue 784 

ffor he was fast abouto bothe day and other 

ffor to hire fe queste to hangen his brother 

Gamelyn stood on a day and be-beld 

The wodes and Jie shawes and Jie wild feld [loaf &% back] 788 

He Jjoght on his brother how he him by-hette 

That he wolde be redy whan fe Justice sette 

He foght welle he wold with-oute delay 

Come a-fore pe lustice to kepen his day 792 

And seide to his jong men dighte); 30W 3are 

ifor whan fe lustioe sitte we most be ])ere 

ffor I am vnder borow til fat I come 

And my brother for me to pryson shal be nome 796 

Be seint lame said his jong men and fou rede f erto 

Ord eigne how it shal be and it shal be do 

While Gamelyn was comyng per Jie lustice satte 

The fals knyght his brojier for-jate he not Jiate 800 

To hire Jie men on his quest to hangen his brother 

Thoghe fei hadde not fe oon fei wolde haue fe totlier 

Tho come Gamelyn fro vnder Jje wode Eys 

And broght with him jong men of prys 804 

I see wel seide Gamelyn fe lustice is sette 

Goo a-forn Adam and loke how it spette 

Adam went in to pe haUe and loked aft a-boute 

He say Jer stonde lordes grete and stoute 808 

And sir Ote his brother fetered ful faste 

Tho wente Adam oute of halle as he were a-gast 

Adam seide to Gamelyn and to his felawes alle 

Sire Ote stant fetered in pe mote halle 812 

Ixx * UOYAL 18 C n. 23 



His men tolde hym of auenturis that thei had foumde . 

And Gamelyn hem tolde a-yen how he was fast bouwde . 

While Gamelyn was outlawe had he no cors . 

Ther" was no man that for hym ferde the wors . 780 

But Abbotis and pnours monk UTid Chanon . 

On hem left he noght when he myght hem nome . 

While Gamelyn and his men made myrthes ryue . 

The fals knyght his brother" euytt mote he pryue 784 

ffor he was fast a-boute bothe day and other . 

fibr to hire the quesf to hangen his brother/ 

IT Gamelyn stood on a day and behelde . 

The wodis and the schawis and the wilde filde 788 

He thought on his brother' how he hym be-hette . 

That he wolde be redy whan the lustice sette . 

He thought weft he wolde with-oute delay 

Come a-fore the lustice to kepen his day 792 

And seide to his yong men dighteth you yare . 

ffor whan the lustice sitte we moste be thare 

ffor I am yndir" borow tift that I come . 

And my brother* for me to pnson sohaft be nome . 796 

Be sejmt lame seide his yong men and thou rede therto 

Ordejue how if schaft be and it schaft be do 

While Gamelyn was comyng ther" the lustice satte 

The fals knyght his brother' for-yate he not that . 800 

To hire the men on his quest to hangen his brother' . 

Thogh thei had not the 0011 thei wolde haue the other". 

Tho come Gamelyn fro vndir" the wode rys . 

And broght with hym yong* men of prys 804 

I se weft seide Gamelyn the lustice is sette . 

Go a-forn Adam and loke how it spette . 

Adam went in to the halle and loked aft a-boute . 

He sigh ther" stonde lordis grete and stoute . 808 

And sii> Ote his brother' feterid futt faste . 

Tho went Adam oute of halle as he were a-gaste . 

Adam seide to Gamelyn and to his felawis aUe 

Sir" Ote stant feterid m the mote halle ./ 812 
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His men tolde hym of Auentures pat pei hadde founde 

And Gamelyn hem told a9en hou he was fast bounde 

Whyle Gamelyn was outlawe hadde he no cors 

Ther was no man that for hym farde the wors 780 

But Abbotes and pnoures Monkes and Chanoun 

On hem left he nought whanne he might hem nome 

Whyle Gamelyn and his men made mirthes Eyue 

The fals knyght his brother yuel mote he pryue 784 

ffor he was fast aboute hope day and other/ 

fforto hire the quest to hangen his brother/ 

Gamelyn stode on a day and biheelde 

The wodes and the shawes and the wylde feelde 788 

He thought on his brother how he hym byhette [leaf 0-2, buck] 

That he wolde be redy whanne the lustice sette 

He thought wel he wolde withoute delay 

Come afore the Tustice to kepen his day 792 

And sayde to his 3onge men dighteth 50W 3are 

ffor whanne the lustice sitte we must be thare 

ffor I am vndir borowe tyl thaf I come 

And my brother for me to prison shal be nome 796 

By seynt lame seyde his ^ongemen and pou rede perto 

Ordeyne how it shal be and it shal be do 

While Gamelyn was comyng pere pe lustice Satt 

The fals knyght his brother for3ate he not pat 800 

To hire the men on his quest to hangen his brother 

Though they hadde not the oon pei wolde haue pe oper 

Tho come Gamelyn fro vndir pe wode Eys 

And brought with hym 3onge men of prys 804 

I see wel seide Gamelyn the lustice is sette 

Go aforn Adam and loke how it spette 

Adam went into pe halle and lokide al aboute 

He say pere stonde lordes grete and stoute 808 

And sir Ote hir brother fetered ful fast 

Tho wente Adam oute of pe halle as he were agast 

Adam seyde to Gamelyn and to his felowes alle 

Sir Ote stondith fetered m the mote haUe 812 
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his men tolden him of auentures f af fei hadde y-founde 

And Gamelyn him tolde ajem how he was faste bounde 

Whil Gamelyn was outlawe hadde he no curs 

Ther was no man faf for him ferde fe wors 780 

Buf ahbotes and pWonrs mont and ChaTLofi. 

■ On ot> hem lefte he nought" whan he mighf hem nom 

Whil Gamelyn and his men made merfes Eyiie 

The false tnighf his hrojjer yuel mote he Jjriue 784 

ffor he was faste ahoute hope o day and oper 

Sox to hire fe queste to hangen his hrofer 

Gamelyn stood on a day and he hiheeld 

The woodes and fe schawes in Jie wilde feeld 788 

he Jjoughf on his hrofer how he him heheet 

J3at< he wolde he redy whan fe Justice seet 

he foughte wel faf he wolde wifoute delay 

Gome afore f e lustice to keepen his day 792 

And seide to his yonge men dighte yow 3are 

ffor whan fe lustice sitte we mote be fare 

ffor I am vnder borwe til pa.P I come/ 

And my brof er for me to prison schal be nome 796 

By semf lame seide his 3onge men and jiou rede fertoo 

Ordeigne how it schal be and it schal be do neaf 72, back] 

Whil Gamelyn was comyng* fer fe lustice satte 

The false knighf his brojier for-yatte he nof f atte 800 

To hire fe men on his quest" to hangen his brojier 

Though fey hadde noughf jjat oon he wolde haue fat of er 

Tho cam Gamelyn fro Tnder woode Eys 

And broughte with him jonge men of" prys 804 

I se wel seyde Gamelyn the lustice is sette 

Go aforn adam and loke how it spette 

Adam wente m to f e halle and loked aft aboute 

he seih f eie stonde lordes bof e grete and stoute 808 

And sire Ote his brof er fetered wel fasf 

Tho wenf adam out of" haUe as he were agast 

Adam seide to Gamelyn and to his felawes aUe 

Sire Ote stanf fetered m f e moof halle 812 
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His men tolde him of auentwres fat f ei had found' 

And Gamelyn tolde hem a3eui howe he was fast bounde 

While Gamelyn was outlawe had he no cors 

f er was no man f af for him ferde f e wors 780 

But Abbottes and Pnours monk and chanone 

On hem leff he noiijf whan he my3f hew nome 

While Gamelyn and his men made merf es ryve 

f e fals knyghf his brof er euel mot" he thryve 784 

ffor he was fast" abouf bof day and ofer" [leaf 73] 

ffor to hiren f e quesf to hongen his brof er 

Gamelyn stode on a day and byheeld' 

j)e wodes and f e Shawes and f e wild' feelde 788 

He f ou^f on his brof ere how he hym byhette 

Jjat" he woM be redy whan f e lustice sette 

He f ou3f wel he wold' wif-ouf delay 

Come to-fore f e lustice to kepen his day 792 

And saide to his 3onge men dightef 3011 3are 

ffor whan f e lustice sitte we mosf be fare 

ffor I am vnder borowe til fat" I come 

And my brof er for me to prison shal be nome 796 

Be semf lame seide his 3onge men and f ou rede f erto 

Ordeyfl. how if shal be and if shal be do 

While Gamelyn was commyng* f er f e lustice satte 

y fals kny3f his brof er for3ate he nof f af 800 

To hire f e men of f e quesf to hangen his brof er 

f ou3e f ei had nof f af oon f ei wold' haue f af of er 

Tho come Gamelyn from vnder f e wode Eis 

And brou3f with hym 3onge men of pris 804 

I see wel seide Gamelyn f e lustise is sette 

Go a-fom adam and loke how if spette 

Adam went into f e haUe mid loked al aboute 

He segh fer stonde lordes grete and stoute 808 

And Sire Ote his brof er fetred ful fasf 

j)oo wenf Adam ouf of halle as he were a-gasf 

Adam seide to Gamelyn and to his felawes aft 

Sire Ote stouf fetered m fe mote haft 812 
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His men tolden him of aventures fat f ei had founde 

And Gamelin hem tolde ajein howe he was fast bounde 

Whan Gamelin was outelawe he hadde no cors 

Ther was no man fat for him ferde f e wors 780 

Bot Abbotes and priours and monke and chanone 

On hem left he nouht whan he myht hem nome 

While Gamehn and his men made merf es rive 

The fals knyht his brof er yuel most he friue 784 

ffor he was fast aboute bof e daie and of er 

ffor to hire f e queste for to honge his brof er 

IT Gamelin stode vpon a daie and he be-helde 

Jje wode and f e schawes in f e wilde felde 788 

He f ouht on his brof er howe him be-hette 

]jat he wolde be redy whan f e lustice sette 

He f ouht wele fat he wolde wif-oute delaie 

Com afor f e lustice to kepen his daye 792 

And seide to his 3onge men diht 30we 3are 

ffor whan f e lustice sitte we mot be fare 

ffor .1. am vnder borwe til fat .1. come 

And my brofer for me to pnson schal be no??ime 796 

Be semt lame seide his 30nge men a9id f ou reede f erto 

Ordeigne howe it schal be and it schal be do 

While Gameline was commge fer f e lustice satt 

The false knyht his brof e for-3at6 he nou3t f att 800 

To hire men on his queste to hangen his brofer 

)?ouhe f ei had nouht f e tone he wolde haue fat of ere 

Tho cam Gamelin fro vnder wode rise 

And brouht wife hem 3onge men of pnse 804 

I se wele saide Gamelin f e lustice is sette 

Go a-fome Adam and loke how it spette 

Adam went m to f e haft and loke al aboute 

He sawhe fere stand lordes grete and stoute 808 

And. sir Ote his brof ere fetterd ful faste [loaf 64] 

Tho went Adam oute as he were agaste 

Adam seide to Gamelin and to his felawes att 

Sire Ote stant fetterd m fe mote haft 812 
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3if god 3if vs grace wel for to doo 

He sohal it a-bigge pat it Lroght pertoo 816 

Than saide Adam pat lokkes hade here 

Cristas curs mote he haue pat him bond so sore 

And pou wilt Gamelyn do after my rede 

Xher is none m pe halle schal here away his hede 820 

Adam seide Gamelyn we wil not do soo 

"We wil sle pe giltifi and late pe tother goo 

I wil in to pe halle and with pe lustice speke 

On hem pat ben giltif" I wil ben a-wreke 824 

Lete none scape at pe dore take ^ong men 3eme 

ffor I wil be lustice pis day domes to deme 

God spede me pis day at my new werke 

Adam come with me for pou shalt be my clerk" 828 

His men answerden him and bade him don his best 

And 3rf pou to vs haue nede pou shalt fynde ts prest 

"We wille stond with pe while pat we may dure [leaf 071 

And bute we wirken manly pay vs none bure 832 

Jong men saide Gamelyn so mote I wel the 

As trusti a mayster je shal fynde me 

Eight pere pe lustice satte in pe halle 

In went Gamelyn amonges hem alle 836 

Gamelyn lete vnfetere his brother out of bond 

Then seide sir Ote his brother pat was hende 

Thou haddest Almost Gamelyn dwellet to long 

ffor pe quest is oute on me pat I shuld hong 840 

Brother seide Gamelyn so god jeue me good rest 

))is day pe shul ben honged pat ben on pe quest 

And the lustice bothe pat is pe luge man 

And the Shirreue bothe porgh him it by-gan 844 

Than saide Gamelyn to pe lustice 

B"ow is pi power done pou moste nedes rise 

Thou hast 36uen domes pat ben yuel dight 

I wille sitten in thi sete and dressen hem aright 848 
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Yf god yeue vs grace weft for to do 

He schatt it a-bigge that it brought thei'-to . 816 

Than seide Adam that lokkes had hore ./ 

Gnstes curs mote he haue that hym bond so sore 

And thou wilf Gamelyn do aftix" my rede . cieaf 54, back] 

Ther" is non m the halle schatt here a-wey his hede . 820 

Adam seide Gamelyn we wift not do so . 

We wift sle the giltif and late the other" go . 

I wift m to the haUe and with the lustice speke . 

On hem that ben giltif I wift ben a-wreke 824 

Lete non scape at the dore take yong men yeme 

ffor I wift be Justice this day domes to deme 

God spede me this day at my newe werke . 

Adam come with me for thou schalt be my clerke 828 

His men vnswareden hym and bad hym done his beste 

And if thou to vs haue nede thou schalt fynde ts preste . 

We wift stonde with the while that we may dure 

And but we wirken manly pay vs non hure . 832 

Tonge men seide Gamelyn so mote I weft the ./ 

As trusti a maister" ye schaft fynde me 

Eight there the lustice satte m the haUe 

In went Gamelyn amongis hem alle . 836 

Gamelyn lete vnfeter his brother' out of bende 

Than seide sir* Ote his brothei^ that was hende 

Thou haddist almost Gamelyn dweUid to longe . 

flfor the quest is oute on me that I schulde be honge . 840 

Brother / seide Gamelyn so god yeue me good rest 

This day thei schutt ben hanged that ben on the quest 

And the lustice bothe that is the luge man . 

And the schereue bothe thorgh hym it be-gan . 844 

IT Than seide Gamelyn to the lustice . 

Now IS thi power* done thou most nedis nse 

Thou hast yeuyn domyb that ben yueft dight . 

I wift sitten m thi sete and dressen hem a-righf . 848 
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If god 3eue vs grace wel for to do 

He shal it abigge that it brought perto 816 

Thanne seide Adam pat lokkes hadde hore 

Cristes curs mote he haue pat hym bonde so sore 

And pou wolt Gamelyn do aftir my rede 

Ther is none m the halle pat shal here awey his hede 820 

Adam seide Gamelyn we wille not do so 

We wil sle pe gyltif and late pe other go 

I wil into pe halle and with the lustice speke 

On hem pat ben gyltif I wil ben a-wreke 824 

Lete none scape atte pe dore take 3ongemen 3eme 

ffor I wil be lustice tis day domes to deme [Sioane 1685 wants 

' •> 2 leaves] 

God spede me bis daye And my newe werke CMS Eeg. 17 b xv. 

r r J J leaf 78, back] 

Adam come with me ffor pou schalte be my Clarke 

His Men answerede hym And badde hym doone his best" 

And yefe pou to vs haue nede pou schalte ffynde vs presf 

We woft stonde with the whyle pat we maye dure 

Butte we werke Manraelye paye vs none hyere 832 

Tonge Men sayde Gamelyn so motte I weft thee 

As trusty A Mayster 36 schutte fynde of me 

Eighte there As the lustyce satte m the halle 

In wente Gamelyn Amonges hem aft [leaf 79] 836 

Gamelyn lete vnfetter his brother owte of bonde 

Than sayde Sir Ote his bropere pat was hende 

Thou haddeste Almoste Gamelyn dweUede to longe 

The qweste is owte of" Me pat I schulde honge 840 

Brother sayde Gamelyn As god yeue me gode reste 

This daye pey schuUen be hangede pat bene on thy qweste 

And the lustyce bothe that is the lugge Man 

And pe Schryve hope proughe hym hitf bigawne 844 

Than sayde Gamelyn to the lustyce 

Kow is thy power doone pou Muste nedes Aryse 

Thou haste youen domes pat bene euyfte dyghte 

I woft sytten in pe Sete And dressen hem aiyghte 848 
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yonge men sayde Gamelyn J)is fey heeren alle 

Sire Ote stanf fetered in fe moot" halle 

If god yif vs grace wel for to do 

he schal if abegge paf it broughte jierto 

Thanne seyde Gamelyn fat lokkes hadde hore 

Gristes curs mosf he haue bafr huni bond so sore P f?" s'™'^^^ 

' to tll.6 HI .J 

And fou wolf Gamelyn don after my reed 

Ther is non m Jje halle schal here awey his heed 

Adam seyde Gamelyn we wiUe noughf doon so 

We wol sle f e gultyf* and late Jie ofer go 

I wil in to Jie haUe and wiji fe Justice speke 

On hem faf ben gultyf" I wol ben a-wreke 

late non scape af ]je dore yonge men take yeme 

ffor I wol be Justice Jiis day doomes to deeme 

God speede me fis day af my newe werk 

Adam com with me for fou sohalf be my clerk 

his men answerde him and bad him don his besf 

And if" J)on to vs haue neede fou sehalf fynde vs pr«ste 

We wiln stande with fe whil fat we may dure 

And buf we werken manly pay vs non hure 

Yonge men sayde Gamelyn so mot" I wel fee/ 

As trusty a maister ye schal fynde ofi me 

Right f er f e lustice saf m f e halle 

In wente Gamelyn amonges hem alle 

Gamelyn leet" vnfettere his brof er ouf of' bende 

Thanne seide sire Otes his brof er f af was heende 

Thou haddesf almosf Gamelyn dwelled to longe 

ffor f e queste is ouf on me f af I scholde hongf 

Brof er seide Gamelyn so god yif me good rest 

This day fey schul ben hanged f af ben vpon f e quesf 

And f e lustice bof e f af is f e lugge man 

And f e schirriue bof e f orugh him it bigan 

Thanne seyde Gamelyn to f e lustise 

Now is f y power don f on mosf nedes arise 

Thou hasf yiuen doomes f af ben yuel digSf 

I wil sitten m f i sete and dressen hem aright 
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. . . 710 gap tn the MS.] 

If gode jeue vs grace wel forto doo 

He shal if abigge faf if broujf ferto / 816 

]3an seide Adam faf lookes had hore 

Gristes curs mote he haue fat hym bonde so sore 

And f ou wilf Gamelyn do after my rede 

J3er IS noon m f e halle shal here away his hede 820 

Adam seide Gamelyn we wil not do soo 

We wil slee f e giltif and laf f e of ere goo/ 

I wil into f e halle and w«'t7i f e lustice speke [leaf 73, back] 

Of hem faf bene giltif I wil ben awreke 824 

Late no skape af f e door take ^onge men jeme 

ffor I wil be lustise f is day domes to deme 

God spede me f is day af my newe werk" 

Adam come with me for f ou shalf be my clerk 828 

His men answerde hym. and bad done his besf 

And if f ou to vs haue nede f ou shalf finde vs presf 

We wil stonde wif f e whUe faf we may dure 

And buf we worohen manly pay vs none hure 832 

3onge men said Gamelyn so mote I wel f e 

A trusty maister ^e shul fynde me 

Eijf fere fe lustise satte m f e halle 

Inne wenf Gamelyn amonges hem alle 836 

Gamelyn lete vnfetter his brof er ouf of bende 

fan seide Sir Ote his brof er fat was hende 

few haddesf almosf Gamelyn dwelled to longe 

ffor f e quesf is ouf on me faf I shuld' honge 840 

Brof er seide Gamelyn so god jeue me good resf 

f IS day shul f ei be honged / faf ben on f e quesf 

And f e lustise bof faf is f e luge man 

And f 6 Sherreue also, f orgh hym it bigan 844 

Than seide Gamelyn to f e Justice 

Now IS f 1 power done, f e mosf nedes rise 

}3ow hasf jeuen domes faf bene euel di^f 

I wil sitten in fi sete and dressen/ hem ari3f 848 

I PETWOETH 152 



Jonge men seide GameHn fis here je alle 

Howe sir Ote stant fetterd in f e mote halle 

If god 3ife vs grace wele for to do 

He schal it a-bigge fat brouht it f er-to 

Than seide Adam f ot lokkes had hore 

Cristes curs mot he haue fat Iiitti bonde so sore 

And f ou wilte GameHn do after my rede 

Jjare is none in f e halt schal here awaie his hede 

Adam seide Gamelin we wil nouht do soo 

We wil sle f e Giltif and late f e of ere goo 

.1. wil mto f e hall and wif f e lustice speke 

On hem fat ben Giltif .1. wil bene awreke 

Lat none scape att f e dore takef jonge men jeme 

ffor .J. wil be lustice fis daie domes to deme 

God spede me fis daye att my newe werke 

Adam Com f ou wif me for f ou schal be my clerke 

His men Anseward him and bad hua done his best 

And if f ou to vs haue nede f ou schal finde vs preste 

We wil stand wif f e while fat we maie dure 

And bot we wirken manly paie vs non hire 

Jonge men seide Gameliae so mote .1. wel f e 

As trusti a maister schal ^e finde on me 

Eiht fere f e lustice satte m f e haft 

In went Gamelin a-monge hem att 

GameHn lete vn-fetter his brof er oute of bende 

Than seide sir Oke his brof er fat was hende 

Thou haddest al-most gamelin dweUed to longe 

ffor f e quest is oute for me fat .1. scholde be honge 

Brof er seide Gamelin so god gif me gode rest 

Jjis dale f ei schal be hongede fat bene on f i queste 

And f e lustice bof e fat is f e lugge man 

And f e scherreue bof e f oruh him it be-ganne 

Than seide GameHn to f e lustice 

Nowe is f 1 power done f ou most nedes a-rise 

Thou hast jeue domes fat bene ynel diht 

.1. wil sitten in fi sette and dressen hem a-riht 

LANSDOWNE 162 Ixxui* 



816 



820 



824 



828 



832 



836 



840 



844 



848 



APPENDIX TO GBOUP A. GAMELYN. Itoyal MS 18 C U. 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. Harlciaii 1758. 



APPENDIX TO GROUP A. GAMELYN. Sloaiie MS 1685. 



The Justice sate stille and rose not a-none 
And Gamelyn cleued his chike hone 
Gamelyn toke him in his armes and nomore spake 
But thrw him ouer Jie bane and his arme hrake 852 

Dorst none to Gamelyn say hut goode 
ifor ferd of fe company fat with-oute stoode 
Gamely sette him down in fe Justice sete 
And sir Ote his brother hy him and Adam at his fete 856 
Whan Gamelyn was sette in J)e lustice sete 
Herken of a bouid fat Gamelyn dide 
He lete feter fe lustice and his fals brother 
And lete hem come to J)e barre Jiat on with fat other 860 
Tho Gamelyn hadde fus y-done hade no rest 
Til he hadde enquered who was on f e quest 
ifor to demen his brother sir Ote for to hong 
Er he wiste whiche f ei were him foght fol long 864 

But as sone as Gamelyn wiste where fai were 
'He dide hem euerychon feter m fere 
And hrmgen hem to f e barre atid setten hem in rew 
Bi my feith said fe lustice fe shirreue is a, shrew 868 

Than seide Gamelyn to fe lustice 
Thow hast jeue domes of the worst assise 
And the xij. sisoures fat weren on f e quest 
Thei shul ben honged f is day so haue I gode rest [leaf 67, back] 
Than saide f e shirreue to ^ong Gamelyn 873 

Lord .1. cry the mercy brother art f ou myn 
Ther-fore saide Gamelyn haue f ou cnstes curs 
ifor and f om were maister jit shuld I haue wors 876 

ffor to make short tale and noght to long 
He ordeyned hym a quest of his men so strong 
The lustice and f e shmeue both honged hye 
To weyuen with fe ropes and fe wynd drye 880 

And the xij sisours sorow haue fat rewe 
Alle f ei were hanged fast by f e nekke 
Thus endid f e fals knyght with his trecherie 
)5at euer had lad his liP m falsenes and folie 884 
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The lustice sate stille and ros not a-non 

And Gamelyn m haste cleuyd his cheke bon . 

Gamelyn toke hym iu his armys and no more spak . 

But threw him ouer the barre and his arme brak . 852 

Durst non to Gamelyn saie but good . 

ffor ferd of the companye that with hym oute stood . 

Gamelyn sette hym ioun m. the lustice sete 

And sir* Ote his brother' bi hym and Adam at his fete . 856 

Whan Gamelyn was sette in the lustice stide . 

Herken of a bourde that Gamelyn dide . 

He lete feter' the lustice and his fals brother/ 

And lete hem come to the barre that oon with that other/./ 

Tho Gamelyn had thus done had he no rest . 861 

Titt he had enquerid who was on the quest . 

ffor to demyn his brother* sif Ote for to honge . 

Er" he wiste whiche thei were hym. thoght futt longe . 864 

But as sone as Gamelyn wiste where thei were . 

He dide hem eueryehon feter" in fere . [leaf 65] 

And bryngen hem to the barre and setten hem m rewe . 

Be my feith seide the lustice the schereue is a schrewe 

Than seide Gamelyn to the lustice . 869 

Thou hast yeue domes of the worste assise . 

And the .xij. sisouris that weren on the quest . 

They schuft be hangid this day so haue I good rest . 872 

Than seide the schereue to yong Gamelyn . 

Lorde I crie the mercy brother" art thou myn . 

Therfore seide Gamelyn haue thou cristes curs 

ffor and thou were mayster" yet schulde I haue wurs . 876 

ffor to make sohort tale and noght to longe . 

He ordeyned hym' a quest of his men so stronge . 

The lustice and the schereue bothe hangid hye . 

To weyuen with the ropis and with the wynde drye . 880 

And the .xij. sisours sorw haue that rekke . 

Alle thei were hangid fast bi the nekke . 

f Thus endid the fals knyght with his trechery . 

That euyi" had lad his lif m falsnes and foly . 884 
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The lustyce sate styfte And rose notte anone 

And Gamelyn cleuede his Cheke bone 

Gamelyn toke hym m his Armes and no more spake 

Butte frewe hym ouer the barre and his Arme brake 852 

Durste none to Gamelyn saye butte gode 

ffor ffere of the Company fat witBoute stode 

Gamelyn sette hym downe in the lustyce stede 

[ 856 

no gap in the MS.] 

Harken of" bourde that Gamelyn tho dyde 

He lette ffettere his brother and f e ffalse lustyce 

And lete hem come to fe barre fat oone with that other 

Tho Gamelyn hadde fus ydone hadde he no reste 861 

Tytte he hadde enquerede who was on the qweste 

ffor to demen sir Ote his brother ffor to honge 

Or he wyste whiche fey were itf f oughte-hym to longe 864 

Butte As soone as Gamelyn wyste where they were 

He dydde hem euerychone fettren in ffere 

And bryngen hem to the barre And sette hem in rewe 

By my fajrthe sayde the lustyce f e Schryve is A schrewe 

Than sayde Gamelyn to the lustyce 869 

Thou haste youen domes of" the worste Assyce 

And the xij sysours that weren oi' the qweste 

They schutte to daye be hangede So god yeue me gode reste 

Than sayde the Sehrjnre to yonge Gamelyn 873 

Lorde I crye the Mercye brother Arte thou Myne 

Therefor sayde Gamelyn haue thou Cnstes curse 

ffor And thou were Mayster yetf schulde I ffare worse Df 79, bk] 

ffor to make schorte tale And notte to longe 

He ordeynede hym A qweste of his men so stronge 

The lustyce and the Schryre bothe hangede hye 

To wayuen -with the ropes And with the wynde drye 880 

And the xij sisours Sorrowe haue fat recke 

AH: they were hangede ffaste by the necke 

Thus endede the ffalse knyghte with his treccherye 

That euer hadde ledde his lyfe in ffalsenesse and ffoUye 884 
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The lustice saf stille and roos nouglif anoon) 

And Gamelyn cleuede his cheke boon 

Gamelyn tot lum in Lis armes and nomore spafc 

But* Jiiewe him oner ]>e harre and his arme tohrak" 

Durste non to Gamelyn seye but" good 

ffor fered of fe companye fat* ■wifonte stood 

Gramelyn sette him doun in fe lustices sete 

And sire Otes his brojier by hi?» and adam at his feef 

Whan Gamelyn was sette in j)e lustices sete/ 

herkne of* a bourde faf Gamelyn dede 

he leef fetere Jje lustice and his false brother 

And leef hem come to fe barre faf oon wi]) faf ofer 

Tho Gamelyn hadde J)us y-don hadde he no rest 

Til he hadde enquered "who was on ]>& quest 

ffor to deemen his brofer sice Otes for to honge 

Er he wiste which fei were he Jjoughte ful longe 

Buf as sone as Gamelyn wiste wher fey were 

he dede hem euenohon feteren m fere 

And brmgen hem to f e barre and sette hem in Eewe 

By my faith seide fe lustice Jie Scherreue is a schrewe/ 

Thanne sayde Gamelyn to fe lustice 

Thou hasf youe doomes of" fe wors assise [leaf ys. 

And ])e .xij. Sisours thaf weren of< pe queste 

They schulle ben hanged Jjis day so hane I good reste 

Thanne seyde Jie Scherreue to yonge Gamelyn 

lord I crye Jie mercy broker arf Jjou myn) 

Ther-fore saide Gamelyn haue poti cnstes curs 

ffor and ))ou were maister yef I schulde haue wors 

ffor to make sohorf tale and noughti to long* 

he ordeigned him a queste of' his men so strong" 

The lustice and fe Scherreue beji honged hye 

To weiuen with fe Eopes and with fe wynd drye 

And Je .xij Sisours sorwe haue fat* rekke 

AUe J»ey were hanged faste by fe nekke 

Thus endeth fe false knighf with his trecchene 

That" euer hadde lad his lyf" in falsnes UTtd folye 
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The lustise satte stille and roos nof anone 

And Gamelyn eleued his cheke bone 

Gamelyn toke him in his armes and no miore spake 

Buf threwe hym ouer fe barre and his arme brake 862 

Dorsf noon to Gamelyn seie buf good' 

ffor feerd of Jie company pat wM-ouf stoode 

Gamelyn sette hym doun in jie lustise sete 

And Sire Ote his brofere by hjm. and Adam af his fete 

Whan gamelyn was sette m fe lustise sede 

Herken of a bourde Jiaf Gamelyn dede 

He lete fetter fe lustise and his fals brofere peaf ?«] 

And did hem come to pe barre faf on with paV opei-e 860 

Whan gamelyn had f us ydone had he no resf 

TU he had enquered who was on his quesf 

fforto demen his brofer sire Ote forto honge 

Er he wisf whaf pei were hym foujf ful longe 864 

Buf as sone as Gamelyn wisf where p&i were 

He did hem euerechone fetter in fere 

And brmggen hem to jje barre & setten in rewe 

By my feij) seide pe lustise fe sherrue is a shrewe 868 

]).an seide Gamelyn to fe lustise 

Jjou hasf joue domes of fe worst assise 

And jje xij. Sesoures j)af weren on fe quesf 

Jjei shul be honged Jns day so haue I good resf 872 

Than seide p& sheref to jonge Gamelyn 

Lord I cne fe mercie brofer arf pou myfl 

ferfor seide Gamelyn haue J>ou cnstes curs 

ffor and ))ow were maistej* I shuld' haue wors 876 

fforto make shorf tale and nof to longe 

He ordeyned hym a quesf of his men stronge 

J3e lustise and J>6 Sirreue bof honged hie 

To weyuen wij) pe ropes and pe wmde drye 880 

And p& xij. Sisours sorowe haue faf rekke 

Aft Jiei were honged fasf by Jje nekke 

fus ende]) pe fals knyjf wi); his trecherye 

faf euere had lad his lif m falsnesse and folye 884 
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The lustice satt stitt and rose nouht anone 

And Gamelin cleue his cheke bone . 

Gamelin toke him in his armes aiid no more spak :[if64,bk] 

Bot jjroue him. ouei pe barre and his arme to-brak 852 

DoTst none to Gameline seie bot gode 

ffor ferde of pe compaignie ])at wi])-oute stode 

GameHn set him doune in Jje lustice sete 

And sir Ote his brofer by him and Adam att his fete 866 

Herke of bourde fat Gamelin dede 

He fouht for to make hem riht sore adrede 

IT He lete fetter pe lustice and his false brofer 

And lete hem come to Jje barre pe tone wi]> pe tojjer 860 

Tho Gamelin had fus done he no rest 

To he had enquered who was on f e quest 

ffor to demen, his brofer sir Ote for to honge 

Or he wiste whiche fei were he fouht ful longe 864 

Bot as son as Gamelin wist where fei were 

He dide hem euery-chon fetter m fere 

And bringe hem to jje barre and sett hem on rewe 

Be my faife seide lustice Jje scherreue is a schrewe 868 

Than seide Gamelin to pe lustice 

Thou hast jeue domes of pe werst assise 

And JjB .xij. sisours fat weren on fe queste 

Thei sehal ben an-hanged fis daie so haue .1. goode reste 

Than seide fe scherreue to ^onge Gameline 873 

Lorde .1. cne fe Mercye brofe art f ou myne 

Ther-fore seide Gamelin haue f ou goddes curs 

ffor and fou were Meister jit .1. scholde haue wors 876 

ffor to make schort tale and nouht to longe 

He ordejmed him a queste of his men so stronge 

The lustice and pe scherreve bof hongede hihe 

To veyven wife f e ropes, and wif f e wynde drye 880 

And f e .xij. sisours sorwe haue f ei fat rekke 

Att fei were hanged fast be f e nekke 

Thus endef f e false knyht wif his treohene 

That euer hade ladde his lif m falsnes and in folye 884 
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He was honged by fe nekke and not by fe purs 

]3at was f e mede fat he hadde for his faders curse 

Sire Otes was eldest and Gamelyn was jong 

"Wenten to her frendes and passeden to Jie kyng 888 

Thei maden pees with the kyng of jje best sise 

The kyng loued wel sir Ote aiid made him lustice 

And after fe kyng made Gameljm ia Est and m Weste 

Chief Iusti«e of his fre foreste 892 

Alle his wight 3ong men J)6 kyng for-jaf her gilt 

And sithen m gode Office f e kyng hath alle them pilt 

Thus wanne Gamelyn his lond and his lede 

And wreke him on his enemys and quite hem her mede 896 

And sire Ote his brother made him his heier 

And sithen wedden Gamelyn a wiP gode and faier 

Thei lyueden to-gedre while fat crist wolde 

And sithen was Gamelyn grauen vnder molde 900 

And so shal we alle may f er no man fie 

God bring vs to f e loye fat euer shal be 



He was hanged bi the nekke and not bi the puis . 

That was the mede that he had for his fadirs curs . 

Sir* Otes was eldist and Gamelyn was yong . 

Wenten to here frendis and passedyn to the kyng . 888 

Thei maden pees with the kyng of the best sise 

The kyng< loued wett sir" Ote and made hyni lustice 

And after" the kyng made Gamelyn m Este and m west . 

Chief lustice of his fre forest .. 892 

AUe his wight yong men the kyng for-yaf here gUt . 

And sithen m good office the kyng hath alle hem pilt . 

% Thus wan Gamelyn his londe and his lede . 

And wreke hym on hys enemyes and quyt hem here mede . 

And sir' Ote his brother" made hym his heief" ./ 897 

And sithen weddid Gamelyn a wif good and feier" . 

Thei lyueden to-gider / while that crist wolde . 

And sithen was Gamelyn grauen vndir" molde . 900 

And so schatt we alle may thef" no man fle 

God bryng vs to the loy that euyr" schaft be 

here endith the Cokis tale./ 



He was hangede by the necke and noughte by the purse 

That was the Mede fat he hadde ffor his ffaders curse 

Sir Ote was eldeste And Gamelyn was yonge 

"Wenten -with her ffi-endes and passede with the kynge 888 

They made pease with the kynge on the beste syse 

The kynge louede Sir Ote wett And made hym Instyce 

And affter the kynge made Gamelyn bof e m Este and Weste 

Chyfe lustyce of his fre fforeste 892 

Att his wyghte yonge Men f e kynge foryaue her gylte 

And sythen m gode office f e kynge hadde att hem pylte 

Thus wyse wanne Gamelyn his londe and his lede 

And wrake hym of* his ennemyes And qwytte hem her Mede 

And Sir Ote his brother Made hym his heyer 897 

And sythen weddede Gamelyn A wyfe bof e gode and ffayer 

They lyueden togider whyle that Criste wolde 

And sythen was Gamelyn grauen vnder Molde 900 

And So schatt we att Maye f er no Man flee 

God brynge vs to the loye fat euer schatt be 

Here endith the tale of the Coke 
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lie was hanged by Jie necke and nought" by fe puis 

That" was fe meede fat" he hadde for Ms fadres curs 

Sire Otes was eldest* and Gamelyn was ying* 

Wenten with here frendes and passed with fe king* 888 

They made pees with ]je king" of" fe besf assise 

The king! loued wel sire Ote and made him lustice 

And after fe king* made Gamelyn bofe m esf and wesf 

Cheefi lustice of Ms fre fforesf 892 

AHe Ms wighte yonge men Jie kingf for-yaf" here gilf 

And siffen in good office Jie kmg< haf alle hem pUf 

IT Thus wan Gamelyn his loud and his leede 

Aadwrak' him of Ms enemys andquitte hem here meede 896 

And sire Ote Ms brofer made him Ms heir 

And sijjjen wedded Gamelyn a wyf a good and a fair 

They lyneden togidere whil faf crisf wolde 

And sijjjjen was gamelyn granen vnder molde 900 

And so schal we alle may Jier noma« flee 

God bnng< vs to ]je loye ]jaf euer schal be AmeN j^our oharite 

[No gap m the MS.] 
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He was honged by Jie nek and nof by Jie purs 

};af was Jje mede faf he had for Ms faders curs 

Sire Otes was eldest and Gamelyn was 3eng6 

"Wenten to her frendes / and passed to Jie kinge 888 

j)ei maden pees wij) Jie king" of fe besf sise 

pe king* loued wel sir Ote & made hy«z lustise 

And after Jie king" made Gamelyn in est and m west 

j)e cheef lustice of his free forest* 892 

All Ms wi3f jonge men Jje king* forgaf her gHf 

And sijien m good office Ji' king* haj? hem pilt* 

Thus wawne Gamelyn Ms land and Ms lede 

And wreke him on Ms enemyes . and quytte hem her mede 

And Sire Ote Ms brojier made Mm Ms heire 

And Sijjen wedded gamelyn a wif good and faire 

They lyued to-gidere Jie while fat* on'sf wold' 

And sijjen was Gamelyn grauen Tnder inol(5 900 

And so shul we all ' may J)er no man fle 

God bring* ts to Jiat* loye Jjat* euer shal be 

here endej) fe tale of Jje Coke.) 

[The Prologue and Tale of the Shipman follow, mithout 
any Ireah in the MS.] 
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He was hongede be Jie nekke. and nouM be Jie puree 

Jjat was J)e mede Jiat he had for Ms fader curs 

Sire Ote was eldest and GameKn was jmge 

Wente wif here frendes and pesed wiji ]>e kmge 888 

Thei made pes wiJ; fe kmge of fe best sise 

The Mnge louede wele sir Ote and maade Mm lustice 

And after Jie kinge maade Gamehn bojie in est and weste 

GMef lustice of Ms fre forest 892 

Aft Ms wMght jonge men f e kmke for-jaue here gelte [leaf 66] 

And sifen in good Office he hafe hem al pelte 

Thus wan Gamelin Ms londe and Ms lede 

And wrake him of Ms enemys and quyte hem here mede 

And sir Ote Ms Broker maade Mm M[s] heire 897 

And sejjfe wede Gameliae a wif a goode and a feire 

Thei leueden to-geder while Jiat cnst wolde 

An syjjen was Gameliu Grauen vuder molde 900 

And so schal we al maie fere none fle 

God bnnge vs to fat loye fa euer schal be AmeK 

Explioif fabula Coci. 

[No gap in the MS.] 
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